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RIGHT REVEREND WILLIAM WHITE, D.D.,

Bishop of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the Diocess of Pennsylvania,

and Senior Bishop of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the

United States.

Right Reverend and Dear Sir,

If it were in my power to consult my brethren of the

clergy, I am sure that all would name you as the individual

to whom a work, concerning any part of the Protestant

Episcopal church in this country should most properly be

inscribed. To this consideration of propriety, allow me

to add, that /, at least, find another in the ready kindness

and advice with which you have furthered my purposes,

and encouraged my efforts in the prosecution of this work.

I beg leave, therefore, to offer it as the humble tribute

of affectionate respect justly due to one who for more than

half a century has watched the progress of the church in

America ; and who to the piety which becomes a prelate

adds the learning of a scholar, and the courtesy of a gen-

tleman.

With affectionate veneration,

I am, sir, your grateful friend and servant,

The Author.





PREFACE.

It is now more than five years since the author of this

work undertook, with the aid of a valued friend,* the task

of collecting such fragments of the history of the Prot-

estant Episcopal church in the United States as, having

escaped the ravages of time, were to be found among the

manuscripts of the earlier clergy, or rested in the less se-

cure repository of the memory of the aged.

Encouraged in the undertaking by many of the bishops

and clergy of the church, the plan originally proposed was,

to preserve in the form of annals the facts thus saved from

oblivion, for the benefit of some future historian who might

attempt a connected narrative of events, believed to pos-

sess some interest, at least for Episcopalians. After some

progress had been made in the work, and materials, both

more numerous and more valuable than had been antici-

pated, had accumulated on the hands of those who had

undertaken the task—death removed the colleague of the

author, and he was left to pursue alone a work which, in

addition to the interest it had for him, afforded also a

melancholy pleasure by often recalling the memory of a

buried friend.

It was not until some time afterward, that it occurred

* The Rev. Edward Rutledge of South Carolina.
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to the writer, that his labour might prove more acceptable

to the members of the communion to which he belonged,

should he attempt himself the narrative which he had

hoped might at a future period proceed from some pen

more fitted for the task than his own. He, accordingly,

(not, however, without some distrust of himself,) selected

Virginia as being the oldest state in the Union, and the

result is in the reader's hands. Had he supposed that he

was adding nothing to what already existed touching the

history of his country, it would have been his duty to be

silent ; for he who publishes a book can justify it to a

becoming sense of modesty only by the hope that he is

communicating something which is new, or happily en-

forcing something which is old. The author, therefore,

ventures to hope that in this contribution to the Ecclesias-

tical History of the United States, (as yet an almost un-

trodden field,) he has performed a work not entirely use-

less. That it has faults, no one knows better than he who

wrote it ; that it contains errors, is not improbable ; for

in the labour of research, which it will here be seen has not

been small, it is scarcely possible always to avoid mis-

take : for the faults, the author begs indulgence ; and of

the errors, if such there be, he can only say they were

undesigned.

It was impossible to write upon the subject treated of

in the following pages, without sometimes adverting to

religious denominations different from that to which the

author belongs. There were events affecting the Episco-

pal church in Virginia, in which they were actors, and a

regard for truth required the notice of them.
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A Protestant Episcopalian, not merely from the preju-

dices of early education, but from the deliberate examina-

tion and conviction of his riper years, it is not improbable

that the author's affection for the faith of his fathers may

sometimes be seen. Of the peculiarities of his creed, he

will here only say, that he has not sought unnecessarily to

obtrude them ; and as little has he endeavoured to keep

them out of sight. It may be (for he claims no exemption

from the infirmities of human nature) that, however anx-

ious to eradicate prejudice, he has not always succeeded in

the effort to do so; he has, however, endeavoured to speak

of that church, which he does not hesitate to say he loves

best, with an impartiality too proud to cover up its faults,

and an honesty too stern to hide its delinquencies. That

church has sometimes erred, and the author has said so. If

he knows his own heart, he never had in view, in his work,

an object so contemptible as that of writing eulogy under

the guise of history. His wish has been to tell the truth

as far as he could discover it; and if in doing this, a blow

fell, it mattered but little to him where it alighted. But

he owes it to himself to add, that he has uniformly spoken

of other religious denominations with respect; for he freely

owns that the love of his own religious system does not,

to his mind, impose upon him the necessity of haling

either the persons or the creeds of others. He may la-

ment what he deems their mistakes, and yet hopes to be

pardoned, should he doubt whether insult be their best

corrective. He would rather burn his book than wilfully

inflict a wanton injury upon the personal feelings of any

sincere Christian : and if he has incautiously so done in

B
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these pages, he here humbly begs forgiveness of God and

of the injured.

A word more as to his plan. The present volume is

an experiment. Should it succeed, and the life of the

writer be prolonged, it will be followed by others ; for

there are materials on hand to furnish a volume for each

of the older diocesses. Indeed, with respect to some of

them, the story is partly written ; whether it will ever be

published, depends less upon the author than upon others.

Another motive for sending forth this volume now, is to be

found in the fact, that it has recently been made the duty

of the author, by the church to which he belongs, to collect

and preserve all that he can, tending to illustrate any por-

tion of its history. He has, therefore, hoped that by bring-

ing before his brethren a specimen, exhibiting the nature

of the task in which he is engaged, some among them may

be induced to furnish information, and thus contribute ma-

terials for future volumes.

He need not add, that for all such aid he will feel most

grateful. Should he thereby procure nothing more than

copies of the early journals of the several diocesses, a

work of some importance will be accomplished. Very

few, if any, complete sets of diocesan convention journals

arc now in existence ; the author, therefore, considers the

appendix, containing the records of the Virginia church,

(which he has here reprinted, at the request of many of

his brethren,) as not the least useful part of this book.

The Episcopalian of Virginia, has in the volume all that

industrious research was able to collect concerning the

history of his own church. Should another edition ever
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be called for, the kindness of his Virginia brethren may

enable the author to make a book more worthy of their

acceptance.

In conclusion, the author would remark that his labours

in preparing this book, have shown him that the materials

are more ample than they are generally supposed to be,

for the history of all the leading religious denominations in

the United States. Something has, indeed, been done for

American ecclesiastical history, but more remains to be ac-

complished ; and, therefore, he would respectfully suggest

to his fellowChristiansof other denominations, the propriety

of preserving their several histories, without which the

book of our national story must always be incomplete.*

* The principal works upon the subject are as follows : Among the

Baptists.—Benedict's History of the Baptists ; Semple's History of the

Virginia Baptists ; Backus's Church History of New-England ; and the

late Memoir of Roger Williams, by Professor Knowles.

Methodists.—The Journals of Mr. Asbury and Dr. Coke ; the several

Lives of Messrs. Wesley and Coke, with the minutes of conferences.

Presbyterians and Congregationalists.—Fragments of the history of

these denominations are to be found in several books. The minutes of many

of the presbyteries are believed to be perfect, and probably those of the synods

are. The late Ebenezer Hazard, Esq., who was well qualified for the task,

commenced, with the sanction of the Presbyterian church, the collection of

materials for a history of that denomination, but it was not completed, nor

is there any regular history of the Presbyterians in the United States. The

materials however are abundant. The ecclesiastical history of Massachu-

setts is to be found among the valuable papers published by the Massachusetts

Historical Society; an institution, whose example is worthy of imitation.

Reformed Dutch.—The author knows of but little in print touching this

denomination, except in the periodical publications which belong to it.

Protestant Episcopal.—There is nothing in print, with the exception

of Bishop White's Memoirs, (a new edition of which is now in press,) and

the Journals of the General and Diocesan Conventions.
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If the effort now respectfully submitted to the public,

and especially to the Episcopal community, should serve

in the humble office of a guide, to direct the researches of

some future historian ; if it should contribute to strengthen

the attachment of but one man who already loves the

church, or to soften the hostility of one who does not,

the author will feel that he has not laboured in vain : for

his book is the offering of filial affection to that church, in

the communion of which he has, through life, found his best

comfort, and in the bosom of which he trusts to enjoy, in

death, a Christian's consolation.

New-York, December, 1835.
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not now be known with certainty : it is probable, however,

that it was not without its weight; as we find him, on the

19th of December, 1606, embarking for Virginia with the

leaders of the infant colony about to be planted under the

auspices of the newly formed Company. And fortunate was

it for the enterprise that such was the case. An unhappy

jealousy arising between the individuals who were to com-

pose the council of the colony threatened ruin to the whole

undertaking, until the prudent conduct and pious exhorta-

tions of Mr. Hunt succeeded in allaying their mutual ani-

mosity. It is but justice to the memory of this worthy

man to state, that scanty as are the materials from which

to form an estimate of his character, enough is still recorded

to show that it was one of which no clergyman need to be

ashamed. His heart was in the business, and he wanted

not resolution to accomplish the object. "On the 19th of

December, 1606," (says one who bore a part in the enter-

prise,) " wee set saile, but by vnprosperous winds were

kept six weekes in the sight of England ; all which time,

Mr. Hunt, our preacher, was so weake and sicke that few

expected his recourie
;
yet, although we were but ten or

twelve miles from his habitation, (the time wee were in

the Downes,) and notwithstanding the stormy weather,

nor the scandalous imputation (of some few little better

than atheists, of the greatest rank amongst us) suggested

against him, all this could never force from him so much as

a seeming desire to leaue the businesse, but preferred the

seruice of God, in so good a voyage, before any affection

to contest with his godlesse foes, whose disastrous designs

(could they have prevailed) had euen then ouerthrowne the

businesse, so many discontents did then arise, had he not

with the water of patience and his godly exhortations

(but chiefly by his true deuoted examples) quenched those

flames of enuy and dissension."*

* 4 Purchas's Pilgrims, p. 1705.
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Not an incident is related of him which does not illus-

trate the possession of a Christian spirit. The whole-

some influence by which he was enabled to control the

angry passions of his companions, was probably founded in

their respect for his consistent piety : and as we hear of

no efforts made to enrich himself in the colony, it is not

difficult to believe that his emigration resulted from an

honest desire to supply the ministrations of the gospel to

the destitute and benighted. This, it should be recollected,

was one of the avowed objects expressed in the king's in-

structions to the Company, " That the said presidents, coun-

cils, and the ministers should provide that the true word

and service of God be preached, planted, and used, not

only in the said colonies, but also as much as might be

among the savages bordering upon them, according to the

rites and doctrines of the Church of England." Indeed, by

those who made the first efforts to colonize Virginia, the

diffusion of Christianity was always held forth as one of

the objects of the enterprise. As far back as 1588, when

Sir Walter Raleigh made an assignment of his patent to

Thomas Smith and others, he accompanied it with a dona-

tion of one hundred pounds, " for the propagation of the

Christian religion in Virginia."* It was also enjoined in

the royal instructions, issued in 1606, "that all persons

should kindly treat the savage and heathen people in those

parts, and use all proper means to draw them to the true

service and knowledge of God."t And the first charter

assigns as one of the reasons for the grant, that the contem-

plated undertaking was " a work which may, by the provi-

dence of Almighty God, hereafter tend to the glory of his

divine majesty, in propagating of Christian religion to such

people as yet live in darkness and miserable ignorance of

the true knowledge and worship of God."J

* Burk's Hist, of Virginia, vol. i. t 1 Charter— 1 Hazard's State Pa-

p. 66. pers, 51.

t Ibid. p. 91.
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On the 26th of April, 1007, the little fleet of three ships

entered the Chesapeake ; and on the 13th of May the

colonists landed. Upon a peninsula which projects from

the northern shore of James River may still be seen the

ruins of a tower which once formed part of a Christian

church ; and this, with its surrounding graveyard, is now

almost the only memorial left to mark the site of what

once was James Town. Here it was that the emigrants

debarked, and on this ground was erected the first church

in Virginia. Scarcely, however, had the colonists landed,

before the pious interposition of Mr. Hunt again became

necessary to appease the animosity of the president of the

council and the celebrated Captain Smith. His effort

proved successful. Smith was received into the council

;

and on the 14th of May partook, with his rival, of the

sacrament of the Lord's Supper, which was then adminis-

tered for the first time in Virginia. James Town was the

first permanent habitation of the English in America ; and

Virginia commenced its career of civilization with one of

the most impressive solemnities of the Christian church.

To trace the gradual progress of this little band of pio-

neers, in the establishment of a colony which " grew up in

misery," might aflford matter of painful interest ; but it

comports not with the purpose of this narrative to allude

to any transactions in the infant settlement, other than those

which are connected with the condition and progress of

the church. The piety of the emigrants, stimulated by the

exhortations of their teacher, led to the almost immediate

erection of an edifice, humble, indeed, as were the rude

habitations by which it was surrounded, but hallowed as

the place dedicated to the worship of the Almighty. A
few months only had elapsed before a fire accidentally

commencing in the storehouse, speedily communicated to

the other buildings of the village, (for the whole town was

thatched with reeds,) and the church shared in the common

calamity. The incident served to bring out into bolder
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relief the Christian virtues of the worthy clergyman. Mr.

Hunt had taken with him his library, which, though not

large, was, under the circumstances, doubly valuable ; and

this, together with every thing he had, was consumed.

With the church destroyed and the town in ashes, with-

out a shelter for his head or clothing for his nakedness,

deprived of a source of enjoyment which the man of books

knows how to appreciate, and with the sorrows and suffer-

ings of his fellow-creatures to excite his warmest sympa-

thies, it would not have been wonderful had the weakness

of human nature been heard in the murmurs of despon-

dency ; but no groan escaped him. Disease also was

added to the list of afflictions ; for between the months of

May and September no less than one-half o^ the colonists

died ; and yet it is recorded of this excellent man that he

never was heard to repine,* but, meeting with a submissive

and cheerful spirit these successive visitations of Provi-

dence, he encouraged his drooping companions ; and sup-

ported by the persevering energy of Captain Smith, the

true father of Virginia, he exhorted the wavering and com-

forted .the despairing; so that in the spring of 1608 he

found the reward of his labours in the town rebuilt and the

church restored.!

Of such a man, it is natural to lament that more is

not known. How long he lived in the colony, is a

point on which there exists no certain information. But

little trace has been found of Mr. Hunt after this period ;

it is known, however, that he never left Virginia : he

literally gave his life to the cause in which he had

embarked.J Had nothing more been related of him

than that he was twice able to reconcile the discords of

angry rulers, without being claimed as a partisan by either,

* Stith's Virginia, 59. ters of New-England, or anywhere,"

f Ibid. 76. &c. Mass. Historical Collections,

t Captain John Smith's "Adver- vol. iii. series 3.

tisements for the inexperienced Plan-
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he would have left behind him a reputation becoming the

minister of Him who said, " Blessed are the peace-makers."

But though more cannot with certainty be affirmed of the

conduct of Mr. Hunt, the conjecture is not improbable that

he lived for some time in the colony, and that the first

recorded marriage in Virginia was solemnized by him.*

It was in the year 1608 that a white woman was first

seen in the colony ; and the historians of that day relate

the fact of her marriage soon after her arrival.

f

The next record with which we meet of the presence of

a clergyman in the colony is found in the history of the

providential arrival of Lord De la War at the moment when

the inhabitants had embarked for England, with a determi-

nation to forsake the country for ever. The circumstances

which prompted the colonists to this abandonment form a

sorrowful page in the early history of Virginia. When the

four small vessels in which they had embarked fell down

James River with the tide, it is recorded that " none

dropped a tear, because none had enjoyed one day of

happiness." Famine had done its fearful work so eflfectu-

ally, that in the short space of six months five hundred

had been reduced to sixty; and the horrors of this eventful

period of suffering were for years remembered and per-

petuated in the expressive phrase, *' The starving time." It

was on the 10th of June, 1610, that Lord De la War ar-

rived ; he had brought with him a chaplain ; and the inci-

dents which immediately followed his landing are best re-

lated in the language of an eyewitness, whose narrative

has been preserved by Purchas : " We cast anchor before

James Towne, where we landed ; and our much grieved

governour first visiting the church, caused the bell to be

rung, at which all such as were able to come forth of their

houses repayred to church, where our minister. Master

Bucke, made a zealous and sorrowfull prayer ; finding all

* Sec Holmes's Annals, vol. i. p. t Beverly's Hist, of Virginia, 19;
132, note 1. 1 Holmes's Annals, 133.
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things so contrary to our expectations, so full of misery

and misgovernnnent."*

Up to the tinfie of Lord De la War's arrival, the colony

had been governed by a president and council. In 1609

the Company in England had obtained from the king an-

other charter, by which the form of government was in

some measure altered, and the affairs of the colony placed

under the direction of certain officers, to be elected and

sent out by the Company. And it is worthy of note that

such was the dread of popery, that it was declared in the

new charter that no person should pass into Virginia but

such as should first have taken the oath of supremacy.f

Under the new charter. Lord De la War was chosen to be

the first governor of Virginia, an officer before unknown

in the colony; and under his judicious direction affairs

were soon re-established.

This change in the government, from an aristocracy to

the dominion of one, is mentioned, because, prior to this

time, there does not seem to have been any interference by

the Company in England with the religious affairs of the

colony. The adventurers were left to their own sense of

piety and the instructions of their spiritual teachers, as

being sufficient to prompt them to a proper care of the insti-

tutions of religion ; and nothing more definite had been

said than that the exercise of Christianity in the New
World should conform to the rites, ceremonies, and doc-

trines of the Church of England. But after this period

we find more specific instructions sent from the mother

country; and religion began to form one of the subjects

of the very imperfect legislation of the Company for their

distant colony. The ill health of Lord De la War was such

that in a few months he was obliged to leave his govern-

ment in the hands of a substitute, until the 10th of May,

1611, when Sir Thomas Dale, the new governor, arrived.

* 4 Purclias, book ix. chap. vi. f 2(1 Charter, 1 Hazard's State
Papers, 72.



24 PnOTESTANT EPISCOPAL CHURCH [1611.

The arrival of this individual marks the period at which

penal laws were first introduced to aid the colonists in

keeping a good conscience. The readers of the present

day will be tempted to smile on learning that the church

was laid under martial law : yet such was literally the

fact.

The difficulties which had embarrassed the progress of

the colony were supposed by the Company, and truly sup-

posed, to consist principally in a spirit of insubordination

and indolence ; and by way of remedy for these evils, more

rigour both in the enactments and execution of the laws

was deemed necessary. At that time Sir Thomas Smith

had a controlling influence in the aflfairs of the Company;

and, as it would seem, ventured, upon his own responsi-

bility, to furnish the new governor with a body of " Lawes,

diuine, morall, and martiall," for Virginia.* They were

chiefly translated from the martial laws of the Low Coun-

tries, and were entirely at variance with the spirit of Eng-

lish liberty. The church was provided for in this singular

code of bloody enactments ; but it is due both to the govern-

ors and governed to state, that on the one hand there was

as little disposition to enforce, as on the other there was to

submit to the penalties of the code. It was, in truth, though

formally promulgated, a dead letter ; and to the honour of

the London Company and their colonists, it should be men-

tioned that, during their government, not a solitary instance

is recorded of a persecution for mere difference of opinion.

The penalties incurred for the non-observance of religious

duties were never rigidly enforced ; and the power to re-

mit them entirely, which belonged to the governor and

council, was not unfrequently exercised.f These laws, so

far as the church is concerned, are subjoined ; and if, in

their perusal, the reader should find cause for thankfulness

that he lives in an age when the true principles of Christian

* Stilh's Virginia, 122; 1 Burk'y t 1 Burk, Appendix, 304.

Virginia, 165.
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liberty, and the rights of conscience arc better understood

than they were in the days of our forefatiiers, their publica-

tion will not be useless.

I. " I do strictly commaund and charge all captaines and

officers, of what qualitie or nature soever, whether com-

manders in the field, or in tovvne, or townes, forts, or for-

tresses, to have a care that the Almightie God bee duly

and daily served ; and that they call vpon their people to

heare sermons ; as that also they diligently frequent morn-

ing and evening praier themselves, by their own exemplar

and daily life and duty herein encouraging others there-

unto ; and that such who shall often and wilfully absent

themselves, be duly punished according to the martiall law

in that case provided.

II. " That no man speake impiously or maliciously against

the holy and blessed trinitie, or any of the three persons

;

that is to say, against God the Father, God the Son, and

God the Holy Ghost ; or against the known articles of the

Christian faith, upon pain of death.

III. " That no man blaspheme God's holy name, upon

paine of death ; or vse vnlawful oathes—taking the name
of God in vaine, curse or banne—vpon paine of severe

punishment for the first offence so committed, and for the

second to have a bodkin thrust through his tongue ; and if

he continue the blaspheming of God's name, for the third

time so offending he shall be brought to a martiall court,

and there receive censure of death for his offence."

V. •' No man shall speake any word, or do any act,

which may tend to the derision or despight of God's holy

word, upon paine of death. Nor shall any man vnworthily

demeane himselfe vnto any preacher or minister of the

same, but generally hold them in all reverent regard and

dutifull intreatie ; otherwise he, the offender, shall openly

be whipt three times, and aske public forgiveness in the

assembly of the congregation three severall Saboth daies.

VI. " Eucric man and woman duly twice a day, upon

D
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the first tovvling of the bell, shall vpoii the working dales

repaire vnto the church to heare diuine service, vpoii paine

of losing his or her daye's allowance for the first omission
;

for the second to be whipt ; and for the third to be con-

demned to the gallies for six months. Likewise, no man
or woman shall dare to violate or breake the Sabboth by

any gaming, publique or private, abroad or at home, but

duly sanctifie and obserue the same, both himselfe and iiis

familie, by preparing themselues at home by priuatc

praier, that they may bee the better fitted for the publique,

according to the commandments of God and the orders of

our church ; as also euerie man and woman shall repaire

in the morning to the diuine service, and sermons preached

vpon the Saboth dale, and in the afternoon to diuine service

and catechising; vpon paine for the first fault to lose their

prouision and allowance for the whole weeke following

;

for the second to lose the said allowance, and also to be

whipt ; and for the third to suiier death.

VII. " All preachers or ministers within this our colonic

or colonies, shall in the forts where they are resident, after

diuine seruice, duly preach euerie Sabboth dale in the fore-

noone, and catechise in the afternoone, and weekly say the

diuine seruice twice euerie day, and preach euerie Wednes-

day; likewise euerie minister, where he is resident, within

the same fort or fortresses, towne or townes, shall chuse

vnto him foure of the most religious and better disposed,

as well to informe of the abuses and neglects of the people

in their duties and seruice to God, as also to the due rep-

aration and keeping the church handsome, and fitted with

all reuerent obseruanccs thereunto belonging ; likewise

euerie minister shall keep a faithfull and true record or

church booke of all christenings, marriages, and deaths of

such our people as shall happen within their fort or for-

trcssc, towne or townes at any time, vpon the burthen of a

neglectful! conscience, and vpon })ainc of losing their cnlcr-

lainmcnt."
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XXX IH. "There is not one man nor woman in this

colonie now present, or hereafter to arriue, but shall giuo

np an account of his and their faith and religion, and re-

paire vnto the minister, that by his conference with them

he may vnderstand and gather whether heretofore the}'-

luave beene sufficiently instrvcted and catechised in the

principles and grounds of religion: whose weakness and

ignorance herein, the minister finding and aduising them

in all love and charitie to repaire often vnto him to receive

therein a greater measure of knowledge ; if they shall re-

fuse so to repaire vnto him, and he the minister giue notice

thereof vnto the governour, or that chiefe officer of that

towne or fort wherein he or she, the parties so oflonding,

shall remaine, the governour shall cause the offender for

the first time of refusal to be whipt ; for the second time

to be whipt twice, and to acknowledge his fault vpon the

Sabboth daie in the assembly of the congregation; and for

the third time to be whipt euerie day vntil he hath made

the same acknowledgment, and asked forgiuenesse of the

same ; and shall repaire vnto the minister to be further in-

structed as aforesaid : and vpon the Sabboth, when the min-

ister shall catechise and of him demande any question con-

cerning his faith and knowledge, he shall not refvse to make

answer vpon the same perill."*

There never will be wanting men who will advocate

the doings of those in authority, and there is therefore no-

thing to excite surprise in the compliant sycophancy of a

writer of that day wlio could approve of the merciless

severity of a code so cruel that it was never enforced.

" Good," says he, " are these beginnings wherein God is

thus before ; good are these laws, and long may they stand

in their due execution."t

* " For the colony In Virginea t " The new liife of Virginin, de-

Brittannia ; Lawes Diuine, Morall, daring the former services and pres-

and Martiall," <Stc. London, 1012. ent estate of that plantation," &c.
Colie4;ted and published by Willinm London, 1G12.

Slrachey.
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Under the administration of Sir Thomas Dale, the colony

began to extend itself upon James River; and the moment

the arrival of Sir Thomas Gates, the new governor, left

him at liberty, Dale carried into effect his favourite project,

and built the town of Henrico, the ruins of which it is be-

lieved are still visible.* In this town a handsome church

was erected in lGll,and the foundation of another was

laid, to be built of brick. The care of the congregation

was confided to the Rev. Alexander Whitakcr, who en-

closed a hundred acres of land, and built a parsonagc.f

This, it is supposed, was the second parish established in

Virginia : and it may, perhaps, be deemed not unworthy

of remembrance that the deservedly celebrated princess

Pocahontas received Christian baptism at the hands of Mr,

Whitaker, and was also united by him in marriage to Mr,

Rolfe.

It would be unjust not to subjoin to the name of this

clergyman his character as sketched by a contemporar3^

" I hereby let all men know that a scholler, a graduate, a

preacher, well borne and friended in England ; not in debt

nor disgrace, but competently provided for, and liked and

beloved where he lived ; not in want, but (for a scholler,

and as these days be) rich in possession, and more in possi-

bilitie ; of himself, without any persuasion (but God's and

his own heart,) did voluntarily leave his warme nest ; and,

to the wonder of his kindred and amazement of them that

knew him, undertooke this hard, but, in my judgement,

heroicall resolution to go to Virginia, and hclpc to heare

the name of God unto the gentiles "X

What would have been the emotions of this devoted

missionary, when he admitted Pocahontas to baptism, could

he have foreseen that, after the lapse of more than two

* Sec 1 Burkp, 166.
'

entitled " GooJ Nevvos from Vir-

t Slith, 124. Smith, Hist, of Vir- ginia, sent to the Counscll and Com-
ginia. Ricliinond ed. vol. ii. p. 12. pany of Virginia, resident in Eng-

I " Epistle Dedicatorie," by W land. From Alexander Whitaker,
(Jrashawe, to a liook written in 1613, the minister of Henrico in Virginia."
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Jiundred years, the blood of this noblc-liearted Indian

maiden would be flowing in the veins of some of the most

distinguished members of that church, the foundations of

which he was then laying?

If Virginia was fortunate in the possession of such a

clergyman as Mr. Hunt, she was not less favoured in

having the ministrations of Mr. Whitaker. The eulo-

gium just quoted is not to be classed with the effusions

of a too partial friendship ; the subject of that eulogium

acquired for himself the honourable title of "T/«e Aposlle

of Virginia."* He was the son of the celebrated Dr.

William Whitaker, Master of St. John's, Cambridge ;t

and there is exhibited in such of the letters of this young
missionary as have come down to our day, a noble spirit

of devotedness to his work. In one of his epistles, advert-

ing to the want of clergymen in the colony, he thus ex-

presses his feelings :
" I maruaile much that any men of

honest life should feare the sword of the magistrate, which
is unsheathed only in their defence. But I much more
muse that so few of our English ministers, that were so hot

against the surplice and subscription, come hither, where
neither are spoken of. Doe they not either wilfully hide

their tallents, or keepe themselves at home for feare of

losing a few pleasures ? Be there not any amongst them
of Moses his minde, and of tfie apostles that forsooke all to

follow Christ ? But I refer them to the Judge of all hearts,

and to the King that shall reward every one according to

the gaine of his tallent. But you, hold fast that which you
iiave ; and I, though my promise of three yeeres' seruice to

my countrey be expired, will abide in my vocation here

untill I be lawfully called from hence. And so betaking

us all unto the mercies of God in Christ Jesus, I rest for

ever."J In another of his letters he again expresses his

surprise that so few were found ready to afford ministeria

' Life of Nicholas Ferrar, p. 40, 1 Purchas, book \x. ch. 11

t 4 Purchas's Pilgrims, 1770.
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aid :
" I wonder that so few English priests, who were first

so warm in liaving the books of Moses and the apostles,

do not assist us more, that all may follow the gospel of

Christ."*

The cry for help which came from this devoted mis-

sionary was but the echo of that which had issued from the

friends and originators of the Virginia colony. There is

reason to fear that injustice has long been done to Virginia

in the prevalence of an opinion that religion was but little,

if at all, regarded by those who planted the colony: it is

time that such an opinion should be corrected. There is

extant an eloquent and spirit-stirring appeal, put forth by

the council of Virginia, which will yield to no similar pro-

duction of later times ; it is full of the genuine spirit of

Christian missions.

" O, all ye worthies, follow the ever-sounding trumpet

of a blessed honour; let religion be the first aim of

your hopes, et catera adjicientur, and other things shall

be cast unto you : your names shall be registered to

posterity with a glorious title. These are the men whom
God raised to augment the state of their country, and

to propagate the gospel of Jesus Christ. Neither ought

any man to live under Augustus as if he lived under

Domitian, quihtis inertia est pro sajnentia: to whom slug-

gishness and privacy is imputed for wisdom and policy.

The same God that hath ioyned three kingdoms under

one CiRsar, will not be wanting to add a fourth, if wee

would dissolve that frosty icinessc which chilleth our zeal,

and maketh vs so cold in the action. But it is a meere

idea, speculation, and fancy to sowe spareingly, and yet

expect for to reape plentifully; when a penurious supply

is like the casting on of a little water upon a great fire, that

quencheth not the heat, but augments it : when procrasti-

* Correct Description and Situa- the council under Lord De ia War.
tion of the Colony of Virginia, by 4 Piirchas, 1754.

Ralph Hamer. Hanier was clerk of
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Hating delays and lingering counsels doc lose the opor-

tunity of Hying time; whereby we rather bewray our

colonic than relieve it. Let no man adore his gold as his

God, nor his mammon as his Maker. If God have scat-

tered his blessings upon you as snow, will you return no

tributary acknowledgments of his goodnesse ? If you will,

can you select a more excellent subject than to cast down
the altars of diuels, that you may raise up the altar of

Christ ; to forbid the sacrilice of men, that they may ofter

up the sacrifice of contrite spirites ; to reduce barbarisme

and infidelity to ciuill gouernment and Christianity ? Si

frigido loquor, nihil loquor ; if 1 speake to men void of

piety, I speake but the words of wind and vanity ! other-

wise, how doth that man groan under the world's corrup-

tion, that doth not actually or vocally hasten the world's

conversion. Doubt ye not but God hath determined and

demonstrated that he will raise our state, and build his

church in that excellent climate, if the action be seconded

with resolution and religion."*

These words, uttered more than two hundred years

ago, have found a blessed fulfilment; verily, God has built

"his church in that excellent climate:" let not the agents

who commenced the work be pronounced destitute of

religion.

Among other changes introduced by Sir Thomas Dale,

during his short administration, was one, the beneficial

eflects of which were soon apparent. Up to the year

1G13, there had been no such thing in the colony as dis-

tinct and exclusive property. Each individual put the

fruits of his labours into a common stock, which ministered

to the necessities of all.f But now a certain quantity of

land, fit for cultivation, was allowed to each man ; and a

portion of its fruits was received as rent. New settle-

* " A True Declaration of the Ed- Council of Virgiuid." London, 1610.

talc of the (lolony of Virginia. I'ub- f .Slith, 131.

lisUcd by advice and dijecliou of llie
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ments were multiplied as fresh emigrants came over, and

the colonists themselves began to make efforts to procure

clergymen.

Sir Thomas Gates returning to Europe in 1613, the

government again devolved upon his predecessor, Sir

Thomas Dale, who, after an administration of three years,

also went home, leaving his power in the hands of George

Yeardly. During the last administration of Dale, the in-

creased security given to property, and the more certain

discovery of the real advantages of the country, imparted

a fresh impulse to emigration, and the new-comers were

numerous. As they arrived, they formed distinct settle-

ments, and laid the foundation of new parishes ; and

though it is now impossible to trace with accuracy the

order of their respective establishments, we know that

at Henrico the Rev. Mr. Wickham was the clergyman,

Mr. Whitaker was at Bermuda Hundred, and Mr. Bucke

at James Town;* and the fact is sulliciently attested, that

the number both of churches and clergymen had increased

with the growth of the country. It will presently be seen

that the latter were not without influence in the affairs of

government. In May, 1017, Captain Argall arrived from

England, clothed with the authority of deputy governor.

He had lived in the colony before, and therefore was not

ignorant of that singular code, '* divine, morall, and mar-

tiall," from which an extract has already been presented.

He is charged by the historians of that period with a

determination to gratify his rapacity and injustice at the

expense of the colony; and therefore he eagerly converted

these laws into an instrument for obtaining his ends. In

revising his code, he did not neglect the work of legislation

for the church; and, accordingly, in 1018, we find him

promulgating "that every person should go to church,

Sundays and holydays, or lye neck and heels that night,

and be a slave to the colony the following week ; for tiic

* rmchas's Pilgrimage, p. 017.



1618.] IN VIRGINIA. 33

second offence, he should be a slave for a month ; and for

the third, a year and a day."*

In the same year occurred an incident which illustrates

that influence of the clergy to which allusion has been

made. Captain Argall had taken the servants of Lord De la

War from his estate, and employed them on his own lands,

without the slightest authority for so doing. Captaiu

Brewster, who was the agent of Lord De la War, ordered

one of the servants to return ; and on receiving a flat re-

fusal, threatened the delinquent with the consequences of

his insubordination. Argall was informed of the threat,

and Brewster was arrested, tried by a court martial, and

condemned to death on a chareje of uttering against his

commander seditious words, tending to a mutiny. This

act of tyranny seems to have roused the colonists to re-

monstrance. The martial laws were odious, and the

present was a favourable opportunity for protesting against

their severity. The court, by which Brewster was tried,

waited in a body on the deputy governor to intercede for

the life of the prisoner ; and they summoned to their aid all

those of the clergy who could be readily convened ; these

promptly answered the summons, and presented themselves

also before the tyrant, to supplicate mercy for the unhappy

Brewster. Argall, however much disposed to gratify his

malignity, was alarmed, it is supposed, by the weight of

character of those who thus protested against his iniquity,

and yielded at length to their intercession. And this

transaction, furnishing to Brewster, on his return to Eng-

land, a theme for indignant expostulation with the Com-

pany, probably led to the entire disuse of the bloody code,

secured to the colonists the privileges of Englishmen living

under English law, and released at once both church and

state from the tyranny of martial rules.

* Stith's Virginia, 147 ; 1 Burk's Virginia, 195.
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CHAPTER II.

1619-1624.

First Legislature of Virginia—Establishment of the Church—Whole Num-

ber of the Clergy—Encouragement to Emigration of Ministers—Efforts

in behalf of Education—Henrico College—East India School—Plans de-

feated by Indian Massacre—Chanco, a converted Native ; his Christian

conduct—General Character of the Clergy—Legislature of 1624—Laws

made for the Advancement and Permanency of the Church.

The year 1619 is memorable in the annals of Virginia,

as being the period at which a legislative body, taken from

among the inhabitants, convened for the first time in the

colony.* The tyranny of Argall was not permitted to

continue long. Advised by private letters that his official

conduct was about to be made the subject of rigid scrutiny

by a new governor, clothed with authority for that pur-

pose, he precipitately left the colony, and in this year was

succeeded by Sir George Yeardly. The colony, it will

be remembered, was still under the control of the Com-

pany in England ; and as upon the representations of

Brewster, they had decided, with but one dissenting

voice, against the enforcement of martial law in a time

of peace, it became necessary to make provision for the

government of Virginia under some milder code. The

new governor, therefore, brought with him a new charter

;

by which, among other matters, it was provided that the

clergy should have in each borough a glebe, to consist of

one hundred acres, and should receive from the profits of

each parish a standing revenue, to be worth at least two

hundred pounds.

The population was increased by the introduction of

* 1 Hening's Virginia Statutes, at large, 119.
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one thousand new settlers ; and there had been no previous

period, in the history of the colony, when its affairs were

in a more prosperous condition. Under these auspicious

circumstances, the governor called an assembly, which

met at James Town. It consisted of " two burgesses

chosen for every town, hundred, and plantation ;" and

from the number of representatives, the fact is gathered

that the colony then consisted of eleven corporations.

Among the first enactments of the legislature were those

which concerned the church. The general provisions of

the charter, which have already been mentioned, were im-

bodied in a statutory form ; and it seems probable that the

mode of obtaining the competent support which was thus

granted, was also the subject of enactment. Tobacco was

the chief article of produce ; and the dues of the minister

were paid for the most part in that commodity. In the

legislature of 1621-2, it was enacted that each clergyman

should receive from his parishioners fifteen hundred pounds

of tobacco and sixteen barrels of corn. Ten pounds of

tobacco and one bushel of corn were the utmost that any

individual could be compelled to pay: and to this assess-

ment every male inhabitant, who had reached the age of

sixteen, was liable. And if this levy should prove unequal

in value to two hundred pounds, the law proceeded to

declare that " the minister was to be content with less."*

Up to this period the inhabitants of the colony had

always been attached to the Church of England. There

is reason, however, to believe that about this time a small

number of puritans sought refuge in the colony ;f but it

was too inconsiderable to introduce any change in the

religious opinions of the people, and public worship con-

tinued to be conducted, as it always had been, in con-

formity with the ritual of the Church of England. That

church, however, could not claim for itself the privileges

Stith's Virginia, 173; Beverly's t 1 Graham's Hist, of the United
Virginia, 36. States, 219.
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of an estahlishment, in Virginia, prior to the legislation of

1619; for the general declaration contained in the charter

of James, that the mode of worship in the intended colony

should conform to that of the EngUsh church, simply im-

posed a duty, but conferred no temporal benefit. It is from

this period, therefore, that we are to date the establishment

of the Episcopal Church in Virginia ; and at this time the

whole colony contained but five clergymen ;* who are be-

lieved to have been Messrs. Whitaker, Stockham, Mease,

Bargave, and Wickham. This scarcity of clergymen in-

duced the Company to encourage the emigration of minis-

ters by directing six tenants to be placed on every glebe,

for the purpose of making it an immediate source of reve-

nue : and the then Bishop of London undertook to exert

himself to procure suitable clergymen to settle in the

colony.f Whether this circumstance gave rise to the

jurisdiction of the prelate of that see over the American

church prior to the revolution, is not known ; but this, it is

believed, is the first instance in which his connection with

the church on this continent is mentioned in history.

The importance of education, as intimately connected

with the preservation and dissemination of Christianity,

also seems to have been impressed at an early period on

the minds of the members of the Company. The king

(probably at the solicitation of the Company) had, prior to

this time, issued his letters to the several bishops of the

kingdom for collecting money to erect a colkge in Vir-

ginia. The object of this measure, when first adopted,

was stated to be " the training up and educating infidel

children in the true knowledge of God."J Nearly fifteen

hundred pounds had been obtained for carrying into effect

this benevolent design ; and Henrico had been selected as

the site of the proposed seminary. The Company, at the

Chalmer's Political Annals, b. i. t Sllth, 173.

p. 50. t Ibid. 162. 163
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suggestion of its treasurer, now granted ten thousand acres

of land to be laid off for the new " University of Henrico ;"

and the original design was enlarged by a resolution to

make the seminary a school for the English as well as for

the natives.* Of the eleven corporations, already men-
tioned as being represented in the first assembly, four had

been recently created, and among them was the univer-

sity; and for the management of its lands, which had been

thus granted by the Company, two agents were sent over

by that body.

Under the care of these agents, added to that of Mr.
George Thorpe, a very respectable and pious man, whose
benevolent exertions for the intellectual and spiritual im-

provement of the natives entitle him to honourable remem-
brance, the college lands were brought into cultivation

;

and the flattering appearance of affairs held forth to the

inhabitants the prospect of education for their children, and

of clergymen from the college who, though ordained in

England, would still be sons of the colony, acquainted with

its habits, and familiar with its wants.

So far as the church alone was concerned, had there

been nothing more in view, the establishment of Henrico

University was a measure full of wisdom. Experience

would seem to intimate to the church in America that,

though united throughout the confederacy by a common
bond, yet the different portions of that church must, for

the most part, respectively depend, for a permanent supply

in the ministry, upon those, who having been born within

certain territorial limits, are therefore bound by strong local

attachments, constitutionally adapted to the peculiarities of

climate, and familiar with national habits and feelings.

The interest felt in the mother country, in the prosperity

of the college, was attested by many donations, amono-

which is recorded one of a thousand pounds, by the Bishop

* 1 Holnies'8 Annals. 157.
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of London. An unknown friend, also, sent many excellent

religious works, and a very valuable map of the American

coast ; from another was received " a communion cup,

with a cover and case, a trencher plate for the bread, a

carpet of crimson velvet, and a damask tablecloth for the

college." The solicitude felt for the salvation of the na-

tives was exhibited in a gift of five hundred pounds from

some person unknown, to maintain and educate in Chris-

tianity young Indians ; and three hundred pounds were

left to the college by the will of Mr. Nicholas Ferrar, for

the same pious object.* At home, also, the college found

liberal friends. The Rev. Mr. Bargave, who was then the

minister at Henrico, gave his library, and the inhabitants

of the place made a contribution of fifteen hundred pounds

to build a hostelry for the entertainment of strangers and

visiters.f

The efforts in the cause of education were not limited,

however, to the establishment of the university. Such an

institution of learning would be of little value without the

aid of a preparatory school ; and for the introduction of

this, the colony was indebted to the exertions of a clergy-

man.

In 1621, an East India ship having returned to England

from India, the crew were prevailed upon, by the represen-

tations of their chaplain, the Rev. Mr. Copeland, to con-

tribute seventy pounds towards building a church or free-

school in the colony of Virginia : to this, one unknown

benefactor added thirty pounds, and another twenty-five

pounds. It was determined by the Company to apply

these gifts to the erection of a free-school. Charles City

was selected as its site, being the spot most convenient

to all parts of the colony; and in commemoration of the

circumstances in which it originated, it was called the

East India School. Nor was the Company less attentive

• Stith, 172, 173 t I Holmes'. Annale, 173.
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to its interests than to those of the college ; they allotted

for the maintenance of the master and usher one thousand

acres of land, with five servants and an overseer. The
school was to have dependance on the college, into which,

as soon as it should be sufficiently endowed and fit for the

reception of students, pupils were to be admitted from the

school, and advanced according to their proficiency in

learning.*

It cannot, therefore, with propriety be charged upon

either the Company or the colonists that they were un-

mindful of the importance of education to the advance-

ment of Christianity and the prosperity of the little com-

munity. And it is but justice to the good men of a former

age to record this instance of their pious zeal, in the effort

which they made to cause God's " way to be known upon

earth," his " saving health among all nations."

Sir George Yeardly having expressed a wish to retire

from the office of governor, in 1621 Sir Francis Wyatt was

appointed to succeed him ; and it is to be presumed that the

enactments of the legislature of 1619 had not been carried

into full effect ; for in the instructions of the Company to

the new governor, he was directed " to take into especial

regard the service of Almighty God and the observance

of his divine laws, and that the people should be trained up

in true religion and virtue. And since their endeavours

for the establishment of the honour and rights of the church

and ministry had not yet taken due effect," the Company
required of the governor and assembly " to employ their

utmost care to advance all things appertaining to the order

and administration of divine service, according to the form

of the Church of England ; carefully to avoid all factious

and needless novelties, which only tended to the distur-

bance of peace and unity ; and to cause that the ministers

should be duly respected and maintained, and the churches

• Stith, 204; 1 Holmes, 173.
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or places appointed for divine service decently accommo-

dated, according to former order in that behalf."*

The spiritual good of the natives seems also to have

been an object of deep solicitude ; for in the same body of

instructions, the Company pressed upon the governor and

assembly, in a particular manner, " the using all probable

means of bringing over the natives to a love of civilization,

and to the love of God, and his true religion." To this

purpose a pious example among the English in their own

persons and families was strongly recommended ; and the

employment of the natives as labourers for hire was di-

rected, to familiarize them to the customs of civilized life,

and thus gradually to bring them to a knowledge of Chris-

tianity, that they might be employed as instruments "in

the general conversion of their countrymen, so much de-

sired." It w^as also recommended " that each town,

borough, and hundred, should procure, by just means, a

certain number of Indian children, to be brought up in the

first elements of literature ; that the most towardly of these

should be fitted for the college, in building of which they

purposed to proceed as soon as any profit arose from the

estate appropriated to that use ; and they earnestly re-

quired their earnest help and furtherance in that pious and

important work ; not doubting the particular blessing of

God upon the colony, and being assured of the love of all

good men upon that account."f

But these prosperous beginnings and commendable

efforts were destined soon to be entirely defeated by

causes from which no danger was apprehended. The

whites (ever since the marriage of Pocahontas) had lived

on terms of amity with the natives, nor had anything of

recent date occurred to interrupt the harmony. The

peace existing between the parties was the result of solemn

treaty, and repeated assurances to the English of entire

• Stilh, 194; 1 Ilenings'u Stat- t 1 liurk, 225, 226.

utes, at large, 1 14.
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friendship on the part of their savage neighbours com-

pletely disarmed suspicion. " Sooner shall the sky fall,"

said the wily Indian chief, " than the peace shall be vio-

lated on my part." But in the midst of all these profes-

sions, a conspiracy, consisting of no less than thirty Indian

nations, was for nearly four years maturing its plans for

the utter extirpation of the English at a single blow ; and

its proceedings were marked by that characteristic cunning,

and consummate duplicity so well understood by him who
has studied the savage of North America. Not a word

was said, nor a sign given, which could betray the secrets

of the confederacy ; and of all the thirty nations, not a,

single Indian was found for four years to violate his en-

gagements. They kept their counsel but too well for the

unfortunate colony ; for, on the 22d of March, 1622, hordes

of savages burst upon the unsuspecting and defenceless

whites, and, involving in indiscriminate slaughter all whom
they met, without distinction of age or sex, in the short

space of one hour, murdered no less than three hundred

and forty-seven men, women, and children. The attack

was made simultaneously at thirty-one different settle-

ments, and of the labourers on the lands of the college,

seventeen were slain. The inhabitants who escaped

sought of course the protection of James Town, where

the governor concentrated the remains of the colony; the

plantations were abandoned, and to the horrors of massacre

were soon superadded the miseries of famine. Of eighty

plantations which were advancing to completion, eight

only remained ; and of twenty-nine hundred and sixty in-

habitants, eighteen hundred were all that were left.* These

survivors turned their thoughts on vengeance towards

their foes, and the affairs of the college were forgotten.

* "A declaration of the state of infidels upon the English, the 22d of

the colony and affairs in Virginia, March last," p 13. Purchas, book

with a relation of the barbarous mas- ix. eh. xv. ; 1 Burk, 240 ; 1 Holmes's

sacre in the time of peace and league, Annals, 178

treacherously executed by the native
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The massacre of Opecancanough thus gave a death-blow

to the first efforts made in America for the establishment

of a college, and years elapsed before the attempt was

renewed.

As connected with the slaughter of the whites, an inci-

dent occurred which should find a place in this narrative,

because it affords proof of the success with which the

clergy of the colony had laboured for the conversion of

some, at least, of the heathen around them. The preserva-

tion of that portion of the colony which escaped, was

owing solely to the affection and fidelity of a Christianized

native. This Indian, by name Chanco, lived with Richard

Pace, and was beloved by his master with an affection at

once Christian and parental.

On the night preceding the massacre, the brother of

Chanco slept with him, and enjoining secrecy, communi-

cated to him the intended massacre, with a command from

his chief Opecancanough, that he should murder his master.

The grateful Indian, immediately on his brother's depar-

ture, hastened to Pace, and disclosed what had been com-

municated to him. His master knew him too well to

doubt his information for a moment, and instantly, before

day, repaired to the governor at James Town, which, with

the adjoining settlements, was put in a posture of defence,

and so escaped the threatened ruin. " And thus," says a

contemporary, who furnishes this account, "the rest of the

colony, that had warning given them, by this means was

saved. Such was (God be thanked for it) the good fruit

of an infidel converted to Christianity; for though three

hundred and more of ours died by many of these pagan

infidels, yet thousands of ours were saved by the means of

one of them alone which was made a Christian."*

It has been remarked,bya European annalist,t that "the

emigrants, notwithstanding the humane instructions of their

• 4 Purchae, p. 1790; 1 Burk, t Chalmers, b. 1.58.

t42.
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sovereign, and the prudent orders of the Company, had

never been solicitous to cultivate the good-will of the

aborigines." However true this assertion may be in

many instances, it is gratifying to find, in the history of

Chanco, that it is not true in all. A reflection here

presents itself, not unworthy of a passing notice. We
have now twice seen the colony saved through the agency,

direct or indirect, of the clergy. In the commencement
of the enterprise, the piety of Mr. Hunt was exerted to ap-

pease the quarrels of the rival leaders of the colony; and

it was the Christianity taught by the clergy which induced

the native convert to become an inmate, an affectionate

servant, and a Christian friend in the habitation of an Eng-

lish settler. That Christian friendship saved the colony

from destruction. It will not, therefore, be deemed rash

to conclude that the clergy were not the most useless mem-
bers of the infant settlement ; and that they did not de-

serve to be so considered is attested by a modern historian,

who, while he sneers at Christianity, yet describes the

clergy of this day as *' pious missionaries, with a temper

and demeanour truly Christian."* To the ingenuity of the

same historian must be left the task of reconciling the

declaration just quoted, with a statement elsewhere made
by him, that " the clergy had very early been regarded

with a jealousy which checked their aspiring pretensions."f

Aspiring pretensions belong not to pious men, with a tem-

per and demeanour truly Christian ; nor is it creditable to

the characters of the founders of Virginia to represent them

as having been roused to jealousy by the exhibition of hum-

ble piety. The fact is, that the clergy and the colony are

both misrepresented, if the " early" period here spoken of is

meant to embrace the time prior to 1622, for there is no

evidence to establish the fact of jealousy on the one hand,

or ambition on the other.

* 1 Burk, 250. t 2 Burk, appendix, xxxi.
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The next record of the early existence of the church in

Virginia is to be found in the legislation of 1624. The
colony had at this time, by an accession of strength from

the mother country, recovered in a great degree, from the

disastrous effects of the massacre in 1622 ; and a colonial

assembly was convened by Sir Francis Wyatt, the laws of

which consisted of thirty-five articles. The first seven

related to the church and ministry, and enacted,—

I. That in every plantation, where the people were wont

to meet for the worship of God, there should be a house or

room set apart for that purpose, and not converted to any

temporal use whatsoever; and that a place should be

empaled and sequestered, only for the burial of the dead.

II. That whosoever should absent himself from divine

service any Sunday, without an allowable excuse, should

forfeit a pound of tobacco ; and that he who absented him^

self a month, should forfeit fifty pounds of tobacco.

III. That there should be a uniformity in the church,

as near as might be, both in substance and circumstance,

to the canons of the Church of England ; and that all per-

sons should yield a ready obedience to them, upon pain of

censure.

IV. That the twenty-second of March (the day of the

massacre) should be solemnized and kept holy; and that

all other holydays should be observed, except when two

fell together in the summer season, (the time of their field

labours,) when the first only was to be observed, by reason

of their necessities and employments.

V. That no minister should be absent from his cure

above two months in the whole year, upon penalty of for-

feiting half his salary; and whosover was absent above

four months, should forfeit his whole salary and cure.

VI. That whosoever should disparage a minister, with-

out suflicient proof to justify his reports, whereby the minds

of his parishioners might be alienated from him, and his

ministry prove the less effectual, should not only pay five
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hundred pounds of tobacco, but should also ask the minis-

ter's forgiveness publicly in the congregation.

VII. That no man should dispose of any of his tobacco

before the minister was satisfied, upon forfeiture of double

his part towards the salary ; and that one man of every

plantation should be appointed to collect the minister's

salary, out of the first and best tobacco and corn.*

The adoption of these laws was the last act of legislation

which affected the church, under the government of the

Company. It was in 1624 that, under the forms of a

judicial proceeding, the charter of the Company was
arbitrarily resumed by the king, and the proprietary

government ceased in Virginia.

• 1 Hening's Virginia Statutes, at large, 122 ; Stith, 319.
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CHAPTER III.

1628-1651.

Visit of Lord Baltimore—Refuses to take the Oath of Supremac)'—Witch-

craft—Tyranny of the Governor—Stephen Reek's Case—Missionaries

from the Independents of New-England—Driven away by Act of Con-

formity—Right of Presentation and Induction—Loyalty of Virginia

—

Attachment to the Church—Banishment of Mr. Harrison, a Con-

gregational Minister—Subjugation of Virginia to the Commonwealth.

The change in government does not seem to have inter-

rupted the administration of existing laws. The pedantic

monarch, who had now become sole proprietor, was am-

bitious of digesting a plan of permanent government, and

required time and study for the full development of his

talent for legislation. Meanwhile, and until the period of

royal leisure should arrive, he appointed a provisional

government to supply the present exigency, and the colony

proceeded quietly under the laws already in being. It is

not improbable, therefore, that the church slowly gathered

strength, and assumed more of a permanent character,

under the protection of the enactments already recited.

The only laws concerning religion which are to be found

on the records, provide that " all those that worke in the

ground, of what qualitie or condition soever, shall pay tithes

to the ministers ;" and that " there bee an especiall care

taken by all commanders and others that the people doe

rcpaire to their churches on the Saboth day; and to see

that the penalty of one pound of tobacco for every time of

absence, and fifty pounds for everie month's absence, sett

downe in the act of the Generall Assembly, 1623, be levyed,

and the delinquents to pay the same ; as alsoe to see that
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the Saboth day be not ordinarily profaned by workeing in

any imployments, or by iournyeing from place to place."*

There is, however, in this portion of our narrative little

more than conjecture to guide us ; nor is there any incident,

prior to the year 1628, which throws any light on the re-

ligious condition of the country. It was in that year that

Lord Baltimore visited Virginia ; and called forth, by his

arrival, evidence of the strong attachment of the colony to

the principles of the Protestant faith, as held by the Church

of England. His lordship was a member of the Church of

Rome ; and the assembly, which was in session at the lime

of his arrival, by an exercise of authority, the lawfulness of

which has been questioned,! required of him and his fol-

lowers to take the oaths of supremacy and allegiance.

This was declined by his lordship ; and the assembly con-

tented itself with referring the whole matter to the king

and council. The occurrence is recorded as illustrative of

the general attachment of the colony to the reformed re-

ligion ; and as indicating the prevalent opinion that the

church in Virginia was a branch of the establishment at

home, and entitled to the protection of the same laws.J

In the year 1629, Sir John Hervey entered on his ad-

ministration as governor, under the authority of a royal

commission ; and on the twenty-fourth of March, in the

succeeding year, he convened an assembly. The tyranny

of his sway is attested by all the historians of the period,

and a mildness in the administration of the laws, touching

the discipline of the church, was one of the first subjects of

official notice. The decisions of the court of high commis-

sion in England, were acknowledged, in words, to be au-

thority in the ecclesiastical concerns of the colony, so far

as they could have any application ; but, in point of fact,

their influence was very rarely felt. Indeed, it may well

* I Hening's Virginia Statutes, t Bozman's Maryland, 236, 237.

at large, 144. t 2 Burk, 25.
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be questioned whether that influence was felt at all ; as,

during the first twenty-six years of the colony's existence,

no record is to be found of any severity inflicted for

the non-observance of the ordinances of the church, nor

any instance of the application of ecclesiastical dis-

cipline for crimes of a spiritual nature. It has, indeed,

been said that among the early records is to be found

the history of the trial, condemnation, and execution of

a woman, by fire, for witchcraft ; and this has led a late

historian to insinuate the existence of a persecuting and

intolerant spirit in religion.* If the supposed execution

ever took place, it is not perceived that it sanctions the

inferences which have been made. There is no evidence

that the judgment was rendered by an ecclesiastical court ',

and it is well known that the belief in witchcraft was uni-

versal in Europe until the sixteenth century, and even

maintained its ground with tolerable firmness until the

middle of the seventeenth. It was an offence cognizable

by the civil courts, having been made a felony, without

benefit of clergy, by statute 1 James I, c. 12, (enacted

in 1603,) so that, if the fact of the execution mentioned

above rested on certain testimony, it would still be a gra-

tuitous imputation to charge it upon the church. The only

record of a trial for witchcraft in Virginia, is believed to be

that of Grace Sherwood of Princess Ann county; and if

it be this to which the historian has alluded, it does not

sustain his insinuation ; for it was a trial before the civil

authority ; it did not take place until 1705, 6; nor does it

appear from the record that the accused was executed.

f

Virginia, therefore, is entitled to the honourable distinction

of having, in the infancy of her political existence, sustained

religion without severity, when her course found but little

countenance in the world's example. And if she should

* 2 Burk, appon<Uy, xxxi. t Collections of the Virginia His-
torical Society, vol. i. p. 73.
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be deemed justly chargeable with inconsistency in enacting

severely, and executing mildly, the inconsistency was at

least amiable ; and she need not blush to own that the

feelings of humanity triumphed over the sternness of a

mistaken theory.

Such mildness, however, was far from agreeable to

Sir John Hervey; and, in the assembly of 1629, an act

was passed, at his instigation, enjoining, under severe

penalties, a strict conformity to the canons of the church :*

and there is evidence to show that after this time infrac-

tions of church law were visited with punishment. The
enactments of this, and the period immediately subse-

quent to it, are often characterized by harshness ; and if, as

has been said, they were "judicious,"f their necessity indi*

cates the sad fact that the practical fruits of Christianity

did not accompany the possession of a sound creed : in

other words, that the religion of the day was more nominal

than real. It is, however, a point worthy of examination,

whether this supposed necessity was not itself created by

the severity of the enactments and proclamations under the

royal governor. To coerce men into the outward exercise

of religious acts by penal laws, is indeed possible ; but to

make them love either the religion which is thus enforced,

or those who enforce it, is beyond the reach of human
power. There is an inherent principle of resistance to

oppression, seated in the very constitution of most men,

which disposes them to rebel against the arbitrary exercise

of violence seeking to give direction to opinions ; and it is

not, therefore, to be wondered at, that one sanguinary law

compel men to live piously, should beget the necessity for

more. In addition to this consideration, it is to be borne in

mind, that the utmost severity in enforcing ecclesiastical

law was the fashion of those who were in power at home

;

and a similar course in the colony would therefore be

deemed an acceptable offering to the authorities of the

' 1 Hening's Virginia Statutes, at large, 149, t 2 Burk, 31.
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mother country. Without intending then to assert that

the religious condition of the colony was all that could

be desired, it may be said that the existence of these

severe enactments furnishes no conclusive evidence that

Christianity was at a low ebb, and wickedness triumphant.

But, however this may be, nothing is more certain than

that punishments were inflicted on the colonists, not for

professing a faith different from that which was established,

but for not complying with laws made to enforce that

which they had professed. Upon the ancient records is

to be found the entry of the excommunication of a colonist

*' for forty days, for using scornful speeches, and putting on

his hat in church, when, according to an order of court, he

was to acknowledge and ask forgiveness for an offence."*

But the most memorable instance is furnished in the case

of Stephen Reek, which occurred in 1642, under the first

administration of Sir William Berkeley. It has already

been mentioned, that the decrees of the court of high com-

mission were acknowledged as authority in the ecclesias-

tical concerns of the colony. They had now come to be

the established rules of conduct ; and the authority of

Archbishop Laud was not less conclusive in Virginia than

it was in England. His opinions concerning the puritans

were implicitly received and acted upon, so that the colony

afforded no countenance, nor even a home to one of that

class ; for during the short administration of Sir Francis

Wyatt, who succeeded Hervey, (from 1639 to 1641,) several

laws were enacted against the puritans, though there were

then none in the colony, " to prevent," as was said, " the infec-

tion from reaching this country."! The greatest reverence

and respect for the character and doctrines of the arch-

bishop were enjoined under heavy penalties ; and no re-

flection, however slight, was allowed against royal or epis-

* 1 Hening's Virginia StatutcB, t Beverly, 57 ; 2 Burk, 75.

at large, 223.
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copal authority. Under this state of things, Reek, either in

a moment of exasperation at the oppression of tyranny, or

in the indiscreet indulgence of a jocose spirit, was unfor-

tunately heard to say that " his majesty was at confession

with my Lord of Canterbury." Whether the expression

was considered as amounting to a charge of popery against

the king, or as importing a belief that his majesty was

under the prelate's guidance, is not recorded ; but the un-

fortunate delinquent was pilloried for two hours, with a

label on his back, setting forth his offence, fined fifty

pounds, and imprisoned during pleasure.*

The usual effects of punishment, in cases of this kind,

were soon apparent. Such punishment never yet failed

to give resolution to the spirit of resistance ; and men are

often led, by severity, to the adoption of measures, ofwhich,

if unmolested, they would probably have never thought.

On the records of the first church in Boston, there may be

found, in the very year in which Reek was punished, the

history of an application sent from Virginia, addressed

to the General Court of Massachusetts, and gentlemen of

influence in the community, beseeching them " to send

ministers of the gospel into that region, that its inhabitants

might be privileged with the preaching and ordinances of

Jesus Christ."f And (as we have seen that the case of

Reek did not stand alone) it can scarcely admit of doubt,

that the application was prompted by opposition to the

indiscreet and oppressive measures pursued in Virginia.

It has, indeed, been said by a modern historian,J (whose

inaccuracies may find some extenuation in the fact that he

is a foreigner, and wrote under many disadvantages in his

materials, and at a distance from the scene of action,) that

this application to Massachusetts was made by the little

* 1 Hening's Virginia Statutes, 1 Mather's Magnalia, Hartford ed.,

at large, 552 ; 2 Burk, 6T. 538 ; though Mather places it in 1641.

t Emerson's Historical Sketch of t 1 Graham's Hist, of the United

the fust Church in Boston, p. 75 ; Stales, 313.
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remnant of puritans, who are supposed to have entered the

colony in 1619. No authority is given by him for the

statement, nor is it known on what ground it rests. It is be-

lieved to be erroneous ; the most diligent research has not

been rewarded by the discovery of any such fact ; and as

twenty-three years had now elapsed since the arrival of

puritans in 1619, during all which time the Church of

England was the establishment, it will not be deemed im-

probable that the distinct existence of these dissenters had

been gradually lost, under the combined influence of an act

of conformity, the vigilance of the governor and council,

and the known want of a pastor. The application, there-

fore, has been considered as that of members of the estab-

lishment driven into opposition by the severity of rulers

;

and is viewed in this light ; though it is possible, and in-

deed probable, that the application was suggested by some

of those who, as we are informed by Winthrop, had emi-

grated from New-England two years before, and sought a

home in the southern colonies.*

The lesson presented is plain and impressive. Up to

the period of Hervey's arrival, in 1629, there was no

complaint ; the colonists were content to remain in the

bosom of that church in which they had been reared

;

and there is ample evidence of a conscientious and

general attachment to the faith which was established.

The colony of Massachusetts Bay was planted by men
who, for the most part, were decided in their opposition to

the Church of England. That church received as little

countenance among them, as puritanism found in Virginia :

and yet, notwithstanding this marked difference of opinion,

a portion of the church in Virginia is found, goaded into

madness by the folly of rulers, and willing to manifest its

resentment by an alliance with those who could furnish no

aid, but at the expense of that church which once had their

best affections.

• 2 Savages' Winthrop, 31.
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The application to Boston was laid before a meeting

of the ministers of that place, when three were desig-

nated to answer the call : of these three, one only, Mr.

Tomson, could be prevailed on to obey the summons ;*

he was, however, joined afterward, by Mr. Knolles of Wa-
tertown and Mr. James of New-Haven ; and these three

gentlemen went as Congregational missionaries to the

Church of England in Virginia.f Their stay, however,

was but short, for an act of the legislature of this year,

enacted " that for the preservation of purity and unity of

doctrine and discipline in the church, and the right ad-

ministration of the sacraments, no minister be admitted to

officiate in this country, but such as shall produce to the

governor a testimonial that he hath received his ordination

from some bishop in England, and shall then subscribe,

to be conformable to the orders and constitutions of the

Church of England, and the laws there established : upon

which the governor is hereby requested to induct the said

minister into any parish that shall make presentation of

him : and if any other person, pretending himself a min-

ister, shall, contrary to this act, presume to teach or

preach publicly or privately, the governor and council are

hereby desired and empowered to suspend and silence the

person so offending ; and upon his obstinate persistance,

to compel him to depart the country with the first conve-

nience."J If the unwelcome visit of these ministers was

not the cause of the passage of this act, it was unquestion-

ably this law which compelled their speedy return.§ Of
the effect of their visit, this account is obtained from the

statements of such as were of their own persuasion.

" They had," says Mather,|l " little encouragement from

the rulers of the place, but they had a kind entertainment

* Emerson's Historical Sketch of t Trott's Laws of the British

the first Church in Boston, p. 75; Plantations, p. 116; 1 Henings's
1 Mather*s Magnalia, 538 ; though Statutes, at large, 277.

Mather places it in 1641. <} 1 Holmes's Annals, 271, note 3.

t 1 Holmes'a Annals, 264. 11 1 Math. Mag. 539.
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with the people." And Winthrop* remarks, that " though

the state did silence the ministers, because they would not

conform to the order of England, yet the people resorted

to them in private houses to hear them," That their suc-

cess was but limited, will appear at a future period in this

narrative.

There is one clause in the act of conformity just recited

which is worthy of notice, inasmuch as the subject which

it embraced led afterward to much discussion and, indeed,

litigation ; and was finally adjusted by legislative interpo-

sition. It related to the rights of presentation and induc-

tion; the former of which was, by implication at least,

given to the parish, and the latter to the governor. But

before the passage of this act, it was a matter of dispute

whether the parishes, as builders and endowers of all the

churches, had not, by the law of England, the right of pres-

entation ; and after its enactment, many parishes still con-

tended for the exercise of the right, under the law of Eng-

land, independent of the statute.f But on whatever ground

the right rested, it was certainly exercised by the parishes ;

and it is believed that it continued to be exercised up to

the period of the American Revolution. As a specimen of

the letters of induction commonly used, a copy of one, with

the omission of names only, made from the original, is sub-

joined ; in which it will be remarked that the right of the

parish to make the presentation seems to be recognised.

" A. B., his majesty's lieutenant, and governor-general

of the colony and dominion of Virginia,

" To the vestry of Hungar's parish in Northampton

county.

" In virtue of the presentation which you have made to

* See 2 Savage's Winthrop, 96

;

ginia, by Richard Bland, Esq., one

Hubbard's History of New-England, of the Representatives in Assembly

411. for the county of Prince George. A
+ A Letter to the Clergy of Vir- pamphlet, published in 1660.
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me of the Rev. C. D., to be your minister, I do induct him

into the real, actual, and corporal possession of the parish

of Hungars, in the county of Northampton, with all the

rights, profits, and appurtenances thereunto belonging."

Particuliarity of statement on this point will not, per-

haps, be deemed useless, when it is understood that the

legislation of a future period, which most deeply affected

the church in its temporal interests, involved a question

as to the actual ownership of the church property ; the

right of presentation aided in settling that question : and

at a future period of this history, it will be found important

to remember that, from the beginning, the jus proprietatis

was supposed to be in the body of people, or parish, by

which the church edifice was erected, and its lands ob-

tained.

At this time another circumstance occurred which in-

vites remark, inasmuch as history has connected it with

the religious opinions of the colony. It seems that Mr.

George Sandys, one of the agents of the colony in Eng-

land, petitioned parliament, in the name of his constituents,

for the restoration of the old company. The colony, how-

ever, formally disavowed the act, and entreated permission

to remain under the royal government ;* this measure

is supposed to have been induced by attachment to the

Church of England. The petition of Mr. Sandys was pre-

ferred to the long parliament; and the mother country

was then passing through the troubles which resulted in

the temporary overthrow of monarchy. The attachment

of Virginia, as has already been stated, was to the Church

of England ; nor is there" any reason to doubt that, not-

withstanding the disaflfection of some, among the great

mass of the inhabitants it was a conscientious attachment.

The proceedings of the long parliament, and the spirit of

* 1 Hening's Virginia Statutes, at large, 230.
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those who ruled the disorganizers, were objects of suspicion

in Virginia. The colonists saw plainly that the measures

in progress tended to the subversion of the church ; and

they viewed the puritans (whom they cordially disliked)

as engaged in an effort, not merely to subvert the throne,

but to destroy the Church of England also. And this, it is

said, induced the colony to favour the royal cause.*

There is probably some truth in this conjecture of the his-

torian, but it is not the whole truth. The circumstance does,

indeed, furnish evidence that Virginia preferred the Church

of England, and entertained but little partiality for the

puritans ; and, according to the view just presented, she

deserves, at least, to be complimented for political sagacity,

in having foreseen results which were afterward verified

by the facts. But there was more than this in the occur-

rence. Virginia was loyal. She was the last colony to

submit to the parliament. Hundreds of the cavaliers

sought and found refuge within her borders. There is

ample evidence in her history of a devoted attachment to

the crown. And who, at this day, will reproach her on that

account ? It is but a disingenuous effort, in our love for the

political institutions of our own country, to offer a lame and

insufficient apology for loyalty to a throne, when exhibited

by men, who had been taught by situation, habits, and edu-

cation to deem loyalty a virtue. The descendants of the

cavaliers, and there are some such in Virginia, have surely

no cause to blush for the feeling of honour which kept their

fathers faithful to what they thought to be duty. If, how-

ever, it was a fault in the colony to offer resistance to the

republican principles and practices of the commonwealth,

let the fault be put down to the true account—Virginia's

loyalty ; but let not the church in this country be injured

at this day by an artful insinuation, that adherence to her

principles involved attachment to monarchy ; let her not

* 2 Burk, 75.
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be sacrificed to prejudices which are easily excited, but

allayed witli difficulty.

The assembly of dissenters, collected by the missionaries

from Massachusetts, whose efforts have been recorded on

a previous page, amounted in 1648, to one hundred and

eighteen members. It had experienced from its com-

mencement the opposition of government ; Mr. Durand its

elder had been already banished by the governor ; and in

this year, Mr. Harrison, its pastor, having been ordered to

depart from the country, sought congeniality of sentiment

among the Congregationalists or Independents of New-Eng-
land.* One who was contemporary with the transactions

here related, has left us the following statement, which

presents a picture of persecution, for which no apology

should be offered :
" And there was in Virginia a certaine

people congregated into a church, calling themselves Inde-

pendents, which daily encreasing, severall consultations

were had by the state of thatColoney, how to suppress and

extinguish them, which was daily put in execution ; as

first, their pastor was banished ; next, their other teachers;

then many by informations clapt up in prison, then gener-

ally disarmed (which was very harsh in such a country

where the heathen live round about them) by one Colonel

Samuel Matthews, then a counsellor in Virginia, so that

they knew not in those straights how to dispose of them-

selves."t Mr. Harrison, on his return, represented that

many of the council were favourably disposed towards the

introduction of puritanism, and "one thousand of the peo-

ple, by conjecture" were of a similar mind. J There is but

little doubt that the banishment of Mr. Harrison was con-

nected with other considerations than those of religion.

The time at which it occurred was but a few months prior

1 Holmes's Annals, 289 ; 3 Maryland. A pamphlet, published

Savage's Winthrop, 334. in 1656. The author was John

t J^eah and Rachell, or the two Hammond,
fruitfull Sisters of Virginia and X 2 Savage's Winthrop, 334.

H
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to the execution of the unfortunate Charles ; and the re-

ligious opinions of Mr. Harrison were taken as an index

to his political sentiments ; he was banished, probably, as

much for the latter as the former; and the transaction

affords another proof of the deep sympathy which Virginia

felt for the fallen king.

After the beheading of Charles, the parliament directed its

attention to the subjugation of the colonies. Virginia made

resistance ; she now contained a population of twenty

thousand,* and was under the government of a man, who
yielded to none, in attachment to the family of the late

monarch. Sir William Berkeley resolved not to sur-

render without a struggle ; and in this determination he

was strengthened by the cavaliers, who, as has been before

mentioned, had in large numbers sought a refuge in Vir-

ginia. Certain Dutch trading ships were also at the time

lying off James Town, engaged in a traffic which had been

interdicted by the parliament; and fearful of the loss of

property, and perhaps of life, under the decision of the

parliament's courts in England, the commanders of these

ships determined to make common cause with Virginia.

The vessels were accordingly filled with men, and moored

in the most convenient position for pouring a broadside

into an approaching enemy ; while troops, commanded by

the governor in person, covered the eminences that over-

looked the waters which formed the peninsula. When
the squadron approached James Town, the leaders of the

parliamentary forces were startled by a preparation for

resistance alike formidable and unexpected ; and the offi-

cers of the commonwealth, not daring to hazard an attack,

resorted to negotiation. Some of the members of the

council happened to be the owners of a large quantity of

goods which had been shipped for them in England, on

board some of the vessels of the invading fleet, and their

* I HoImes^s Annals, 315.
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influence was sought in effecting an accommodation.

They yielded to considerations of interest, produced a

division of sentiment in the council, and at length, sorely

against the wishes of the governor, it vv^as resolved to

capitulate. The measure having been determined on, all

that Sir William Berkeley could do, was to unite all parties

in the resolution to insist on the most honourable terms.

In this he met with no difficulty ; and the conditions of

surrender having been discussed and agreed on in a grand

assembly of governor, councillors, and burgesses, they

were sent to the commander of the parliamentary forces,

with a solemn assurance, that if they were not accepted

without the slightest alteration or qualification the colony

was prepared to endure the worst rather than submit.

The parliamentary leader was most willing to accept of

the surrender on their own terms ; and truly has it been

said of them, that they were "' the most liberal and ample

that were ever procured under similar circumstances ;"

and form "an honourable and lasting record of the spirit

and intelligence of Virginia."*

In these articles of capitulation, the governor and council

were excused from taking the oalh to the commonwealth

for one year ; and were not to be censured for praying for

the kiniT, or speaking well of him, in their private houses

and neighbourly conference. It was also stipulated "that

the use of the Book of Common Prayer shall be permitted

for one yeare ensueing, with reference to the consent of

the major part of the parishes, provided that those which

relate to kingship, or that government be not used pub-

liquely, and the continuance of ministers in their places,

they not misdemeaning themselves, and the payment of

their accustomed dues and agreements made with them

respectively, shall be left as they now stand, dureing this

ensueing yeare."f

* 2 Burk, 80, et ieq. Beverly. t 2 Burk, 90 ; 1 Hening's Vir-

ginia Statutes, at large, 362.
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CHAPTER IV.

1G51-1693.

Introduction of Puritans—Hatred of Puritanism—Reproved by Cromwell

—Virginia throws off obedience to the Commonwealth—State of the

Church in 1661—Bad Character of many of the Clergy—Legislation of

1662—Intolerance towards Quakers—Conspiracy of Puritans—Dread of

Popery—The Reverend Dr. Blair, first Commissary—His Character and

Labours—Establishment of William and Mary College.

DuRiJNG the time which intervened between the surrender

of Virginia to the connmonwealth and the restoration of

Charles the Second, little is to be found which illustrates

the condition of the church. It is certain that the success

of the parliamentary party led to the introduction into the

colony of new residents who entertained but little affection

for the Church of England ; and it may be that among

these individuals, congregations were organized on the model

which had been set up in the mother country ; but it is also

certain, that if such were the fact, the influence of this ex-

ample was but slightly felt, and the great body of the people

still retained their attachment for the church of their fathers.

The legislation of the period under review affords us but

little light. In 1653, we find a clergyman declared inca-

pable of being a member of the House of Burgesses, as it

might "produce bad consequences."* In 1655, "many
places were destitute of ministers, and like still to continue

so, the people not paying their accustomed dues," and

manifesting great negligence in procuring religious instruc-

tion ;t and in 1657, an act for settling church government

1 Heujng's Statutes, at large, 378. i Ibid 399.
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provided that to the people of the respective parishes should

be referred all matters touching the churchwardens and

vestry, agreements with their ministers, and, in general,

such things as concerned the parish or parishioners.* The

interference of the legislature, however, does not seem to

have caused any change in the feelings or habits of the

colonists, so far at least as the church was concerned. A
contemporary describes them as "a people which generally

bear a tzreat love to the stated constitutions of the Church

of England, in her government and public worship; which

gave us (who went thither under the late persecutions of

it) the advantage of liberty to use it constantly among

them, after the naval force had reduced the colony under

the power (but never to the obedience) of the usur-

pers."!

Indeed, during the whole continuance of the protectorate,

Virginia seems to have been an object of suspicion to Crom-

well. Her attachment to the royal cause was known; and

her silent endurance of the religious system which was

then triumphant at home, was justly supposed to be an

extorted acquiescence in what she could not remedy, rather

than the voluntary submission of a cordial affection. There

was a circumstance which occurred about this time, well

calculated to increase Cromwell's distrust. A set of com-

missioners, at the head of whom was one Claiborne, a felon

convict who had escaped from justice in Maryland during

the reign of Charles the First, was employed, under the

auspices of Cromwell, "in the holy work of rooting out

the abominations of popery and prelacy in Maryland.''^

This chief commissioner was well known in Virginia, for

he had lived there, and from the concurrent testimony of

the historians of the times, his character seems to have

* 1 Hening's Statutes, at large, | 2 Bark, 113. Leah and Rachell,

433. or the two fruitfaU Sisters of Vir-

t Virginia's Cure, an advisive nar- ginia and Maryland. A pamphlet of

rative concerning Virginia, p. 22. 1656.
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been well understood. " It was not religion," says a writer

of that day, " it was not punctilios these commissioners

stood upon ; it was that sweete, that rich, that large country

they aimed at."* Virginia dared to sympathize with the

victims of Claiborne's oppression, and to afford relief to

such of them as sought an asylum within her borders;

"and," says the historian quoted above, "this supposed

attempt in Virginia to interrupt the work of righteousness,

was looked on as the instigation of Satan, to retard the

establishment of God's religion and the dominion of the

saints."! It called forth from the Protector a severe reproof

to the governor and council, in which he descanted on " the

presumption and impiety of this interference," and admon-

ished Virginia in future to attend solely to her own con-

cerns.J

The circumstances above related furnish, it will be ob-

served, testimony to something more than the fact of Crom-

well's suspicion of Virginia. There could have been, in

the mass of the people, little or no disposition cordially to

co-operate in the diffusion and establishment of puritanical

opinions and practices in Virginia, when they were so

ready to afford a refuge to those who fled from them in

Maryland.

Sir William Berkeley, who, by the articles of capitulation

in 1651, had secured to himself the right of transporting

himself and his effects to Europe within one year, still lin-

gered in the colony under various pretexts ; and thus is the

suspicion strengthened that he secretly indulged the hope

of a restoration of royalty, and remained on the spot to

avail himself of any circumstances which might seem

favourable to the production of such an event. A very

large number of cavaliers had been driven abroad by

Cromwell, and crowds of them resorted to Virginia ;§ and

there is reason to believe that there was a secret and unsus-

* Leah and Kachell. . X Ibid.

t 2 Burk, 113. ^ I Holme»'« AnnaU, 315.
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pected correspondence carried on between these refugees

and the ex-governor.*

One of those refugees, a devoted loyalist and a relative

of Sir William Berkeley, has left a narrative of the voyage

which he, together with others of the king's adherents,

made to Virginia. From him we learn that the colony was

looked upon by the cavaliers as an asylum for them, in

which they were certain of finding those who sympathized

with them in their sufferings, and shared with them in their

political attachments ; and the house and the purse of Sir

William Berkeley " were open to all of the royal party who
made Virginia their refuge."f

Upon the death of the governor Matthews, in the begin-

ning of 1659, the Virginians, according to the statements

of the earlier historians, resolved to throw off the govern-

ment of the protectorate ; and repairing in crowds to the

residence of Sir William Berkeley, who was then living in

retirement, requested of him to resume the government of

the colony. He, it is said, declined, unless they would

solemnly promise to adventure their lives and fortunes

with him for the king. The pledge was given ; and in

January, 1659, Charles the Second was proclaimed in Vir-

ginia,and Berkeley resumed the government, sixteen months

before the king was restored to the throne.J

Later writers have, however, doubted the correctness of

this statement, and have laboured hard to prove that Vir-

ginia was essentially republican at this period, and cared

but little for the restoration of royalty.^ There may be a

deficiency of proof to establish the fact of a tumultuous

assemblage having requested Berkeley to resume the reins

of government; but a fair exposition of the records of that

* 2 Burk, 114. Chalmers, b. i. 125 ; 1 Holmes's An-
t Journal of a Voyage to Virginia, nals, 31 1.

by Colonel Norwood ; Churchill's ^ I Hening's Stat., at large, 513
Celiection of Voyages, vol. vi. p. 170. note, 526 note; Bancroft's United

t Beverly, p. 55; 2 Burk, 118; States, 240 to 253. Bancroft is in-

debted entirely to Hening.
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day, together with the testimony of contemporaneous his-

tory, will place beyond a doubt the loyalty of Virginia.*

Charles had scarcely ascended the throne before he trans-

mitted to Governor Berkeley a new commission, and gave

him permission to visit England. Upon this visit, which

was made immediately, he received a body of instructions

which formed the basis of the colonial legislation for the

church, in 1662. The condition of Virginia in ecclesiastical

matters at the period of the restoration, is gathered from a

pamphlet which was delivered to the Bishop of London in

1661, during the visit of Sir William Berkeley, and probably

at his instigation.

There were in the colony at that time about fifty

parishes, situated, for the most part, on the banks of the

rivers, and extending themselves for some length, form-

ing narrow belts of land along the shore. Many of

these parishes had nothing more than a legislative exist-

ence in the acts of assembly which defined their bounda-

ries, and in many there was neither church, parsonage, nor

glebe. Most of them were destitute of clergymen, as the

whole number of ministers in the colony was about one-

fifth of the number of parishes.f From the same source

of information we learn that the scarcity of ministers was

an evil which had long been felt, and that applications had

been from time to lime made to the Bishop of London " for

help to preserve the Christian religion by supplying them

with ministers." Such, indeed, was the want of clergy-

men, that a bounty of twenty pounds sterling was granted

by the legislature of 1656, lo any person who should at his

" proper cost and charge transport a sufficient minister"

into the colony.J These applications, if not entirely fruit-

less, were of but little benefit to the colony ; the country

was not in the best repute, and but few clergymen of merit

were found willing to make it their permanent habitation*

* Vide Appendix, note A. narrative concerning Virginia.

t Virginia's Cure, or an advisive t 1 Hening's Stat, at large, 418.
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Clergymen emigrated, indeed, but so far as the colony was

concerned, belter had it been had they remained at home.

" Many came, such as wore black coals, and could babble

in a pulpit, roare in a tavern, exact from iheir parishioners,

and rather by their dissolutenesse, destroy than feed their

flocks. Loath was the country to be wholy without teach-

ers, and therefore rather retain them than be destitute:

yet still, endeavours for belter in their places, which were

obtained, and these wolves in sheep's clothing by their

assemblies questioned, silenced, and some forced to depart

the country."*

The narrative which was presented to the Bishop of

London in 1661, suggested as remedies for the evils under

which the Virginia church laboured, the building of towns,

and proposing to the king a collection throughout the king-

dom ; and to ensure a supply of qualified clergymen, it

recommended the establishment, at the two universities, of

"Virginia fellowships," imposing upon the fellows at their

ordination, at the expiration of seven years, the duty of

going to Virginia and officiating as parish priests, for seven

years more.

How far the measures here proposed found favour with

those in authority is unknown ; but in the body of instruc-

tions given to Sir Willliam Berkeley, the first article re-

commended " the duties of religion, the use of the Book of

Common Prayer, the decent repairs of churches, and a

competent provision for conforming ministers. For this

purpose, a convenient house, with a glebe of a hundred

acres, for the exercise of their industry, were directed to

be assigned to them, together with a liberal maintenance to

be furnished out of the fruits and productions of the earth

and the labours of the planters."! Sir William Berkeley

transmitted to his deputy a copy of the instructions which

he had received ; and as the legislature was then in ses-

* Hammond's Leah and Rachell, p. 5. f 2 J3urk, 124

X
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sion, preparing a revised code, this intimation of the royal

pleasure was naturally enough made the guide in legisla-

tion.

The enactments of the legislature, so far as they concern

religion, may, it is thought, be most conveniently presented

under four heads.

I. As it respected church edifices, the lavir declared that

a church should be " built in each parish of the country,

unless any parish, as now settled, by reason of the fewness

or poverty of the inhabitants, be incapable of sustaining

so great a charge ; in which case, such parishes shall be

joined to the great parish of the same county ; and that a

chapel of ease be built in such places, at the particular

charge of that place." It was also made the duty of the

churchwardens to " keep the church in repair, and provide

books and decent ornaments; viz., a great Bible, two Com-

mon Prayer books, a communion cloth and napkins, a

pulpit, and cushion."

II, As it respected the duties and compensation of the

clergy, and the regular performance of divine service, it

was enacted, " that the canons set down in the liturgy of

the Church of England, for celebrating divine service and

administration of the sacraments, be duly observed and

kept; and that the whole liturgy, according to the said in-

junctions, be, by the minister or reader at church or chapel,

every Sunday throughly used." It was also made the

duty of the minister of each parish " to preach constantly

every Sunday; viz., one Sunday in a month at each chapel

of ease in his parish, if there be any, and the others in his

parish church ; and that twice a year, at least, he admin-

ister the sacrament of the Lord's Supper there." To se-

cure to the people divine service in the absence of the

minister, it was enacted that " every parish, not having a

minister to officiate every Sunday, might make choice of a

grave and sober person, of good life and conversation, to

read divine service, every intervening Sunday, at the parish
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church, when the minister preacheth in any other place."

And it was also declared, that neither minister nor reader

should teach any other catechism than " that inserted in

the Book of Common Prayer; and that the minister ex-

pound no other than that : that our fundamentals, at

least, may be well laid ; and that no reader, upon pre-

sumption of his own abilities, do attempt the expounding

that or any other catechism, or the scriptures." The

minister or reader was also required to keep a record of

his official acts. As to the dues of the minister, (as they

were termed,) it w'as provided that an annual salary of

eighty pounds should be settled on every minister, " to be

paid in the valuable commodities of the country ; if in to-

bacco, at twelve shilhngs per hundred weight; if in corn,

at ten shillings per barrel."* It was also made the duty

of the churchwardens " to collect these dues, cause them

to be brought to convenient places, and honestly pay

them."

III. As to the rights and duties of the laity, it was

enacted that " the major part of each parish" should

choose "twelve of the most able men of each parish" to

be a vestry ; out of which number the minister and vestry

were annually to select two churchwardens ; and to them

also was given the power of supplying all vacancies in

their body; and none were to be permitted to act as ves-

trymen, until they should take " the oaths of allegiance and

supremacy to his majesty, and subscribe to be comform-

able to the doctrine and discipline of the Church of Eng-

land." The due observance of the Lord's day, by attend-

ance upon public worship, and refraining from travel, ex-

cept in cases of emergent necessity, were required under

the penalty of a fine of fifty pounds of tobacco. As illus-

trative of the spirit of the age, it should be added that a

special proviso in this statute excluded "Quakers, or

* A Letter to the Clergy of Virginia, by Richard Bland, Esquire.
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other recusants, who, out of non-conformity to the church,"

totally absented themselves from worship, from the benefit

of its comparatively mild penalty; and declared them still

to be liable to the penalties of statute 23 Elizabeth, which

were for each month's absence twenty pounds sterling ; and

for the continued absence of a twelvemonth, to give, in

addition to the fine, security for their good behaviour. It

was also enacted by the law of Virginia, that each Quaker

attending an " unlawful assembly or conventicle," if taken

there, should pay a fine of two hundred pounds of tobacco

for each offence. And " whereas," to use the language of

the preamble, " many schismatical persons, either out of

averseness to the orthodox established religion, or out of the

new-fangled conceits of their own heretical inventions, did

refuse to have their children baptized ;" it was enacted that

whoever, " in contempt of the divine sacrament of bap-

tism," should thus refuse, when he might carry his child to

a lawful minister within the county to be baptized, should

be amerced two thousand pounds of tobacco, half to the

parish, and half to the informer.

IV. For the advancement of education, and conse-

quent increase of religious instructers, the following ju-

dicious law was enacted :
" Whereas, the want of able

and faithful ministers in this country deprives us of those

great blessings and mercies that always attend upon the

service of God ; which want, by reason of our -great dis-

tance from our native country, cannot, in probability, be

always supplied from thence : be it enacted, that for the

advance of learning, education of youth, supply of the

ministry, and promotion of piety, there be land taken up,

or purchased, for a college and free-school ; and that

there be, with as much speed as may be convenient,

housing erected thereon for entertainment of students and

scholars."*

* For these several laws, see Trott's Laws of the British Plantations in

America; article Virginia, Nos. 1, 3, 7, 8, 9, 10 11. 23. 25. 28. 29: 2
Hening's Virginia Statutes, at large, p. 44.
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These are the principal enactments, touching the church,

which were made in 1662. In the succeeding year, a spirit

of intolerance, for which no better apology has been

rendered than that it was the spirit of the age, seems
to have been manifested towards the unfortunate Qua-
kers. Those who are disposed to find an excuse for this

severity, might urge, in extenuation of the passage of the

law inflicting additional penalties on the Quakers, that

the effort for their suppression was made on political

rather than on religious considerations ; for the preamble

in reference to the assemblies of Quakers states, that

" under that and other names of separation, persons have
taken up and maintained sundry dangerous opinions and
tenets ; and, under pretence of religious worship, often

assemble themselves in great numbers, in several parts of

this colony, to the great endangering of its public peace

and safety:"* but, unfortunately for the charity which

would adopt this excuse, it must be remembered, that

though ordinarily there is wisdom in an adherence to

the rule of law which makes the preamble a key to the

interpretation of the statute
; yet in the case of a penal

enactment, the maker of the law and of its preamble is

the same individual ; and he will scarcely fail to justify to

the world the severity of the enactment, by the insertion

in the preamble of what, to him at least, appears to be a
suflicient apology. It would be difficult to find a penal

statute with a preamble, in which the preamble does not

sanction the severity of the law ; for men are not usually

willing to exhibit gratuitous cruelty. Were it always cer-

tain that the preamble told nothing but the truth, the rule

of interpretation above alluded to might safely be made
of universal application ; but when it is known, in some of

its statements, to be untrue, it obviously furnishes no safe

• 2 Hening's Statutes, at large, 180 ; Beverly, 57.
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guide. Such in the case under consideration happens to

be the fact. It is stated that Quakers assembled " in great

numbers," when at this period their number in the colony

was comparatively small ; so small, indeed, that they are

known to have had but one congregation at most, if, in-

deed, they had any. Another unfortunate discrepancy

between the preamble and the law is, that while the one

professes the existence of an evil which called for a remedy,

in the assemblage of those under "other names of separa-

tion" as well as of Quakers, the other applies the pro-

posed remedy to Quakers only. The statement in the

preamble, therefore, it is believed, is entitled to little credit

;

and, under all the circumstances, it is difficult at this day

to find the true cause of this hostility to a class of men pro-

verbially peaceable, unless we refer it to a complaisant

spirit of acquiescence, ready to return a faithful echo to

the known opinions of the reigning monarch respecting

those whose principles, he said, he had discovered to be

"inconsistent with any kind of government."*

Whatever may have been the causes which led to the

passage of the law, in its enforcement there were not want-

ing instances of disfranchisement and petty annoyance ;t

though Virginia did not proceed as far as her sister colony

of Massachusetts in inflicting the punishment of death.

No Quakers were hanged in Virginia. It has been said

that this forbearance " was not owing to the moderation

of the church, or spirit of the legislature."^ As to the

church, it is not perceived that she had any agency in the

enactment of the law ; and as to the legislature, it certainly

was as competent to punish Quakers with death, as it was

to inflict a lighter penalty. Nor can it be for a moment

* See King Charles's Letter to + 2 Burk, 131.

the Colony of Massachusetts ; 2 j Jefferson's Note? on Virginia,

Hazard, 605-7 ; 2 Coll. Mass. Hist, query xvii.

Soc. viii. 52. 55.
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doubted that the severest punishment would have received

the royal sanction ; for in the letter of Charles to the colony

of Massachusetts, to which allusion has already been made,

the language of the king is remarkable :
—" We cannot be

understood hereby to direct or wish that any indulgence

should be granted to those persons commonly called Qua-

kers." If, therefore, there was any moderation exhibited at

all, it must have been by the legislature ; and as it is the

only redeeming feature which this body presents in the

transaction, it seems hard to rob it of this trifling modicum

of merit. That it was not disposed to signalize itself by its

want of moderation, is evident from a circumstance which

occurred in the very same body by which the law was

enacted. The sheriff of Norfolk reported to the House of

Burgesses, that one of their members, the representative

from his county, was " loving to the Quakers and attended

their meetings." The accused member did not hesitate to

avow his attachment to the persecuted sect, but denied

that there was evidence to prove his attendance upon their

meetings. This was admitted by the House ; but upon his

refusal to take the oaths of allegiance and supremacy,

which were required of all the members, he was expelled
;

and with that step the legislature was content, without in-

stituting an inquiry or directing a prosecution against the

suspected Quaker.*

There was another class of non-conformists in the colony,

more numerous and more dangerous than the Quakers,

against whom the law of I642f was put in force. These

were veteran soldiers, who, having imbibed the spirit

of insurrection under Cromwell, had been transported

to Virginia after the restoration, on account of their

turbulent and mutinous dispositions. Their assemblages,

there is reason to believe, were perverted from reli-

gious to treasonable purposes ; and under the influence

of these men, a plot was concocted among the secta-

* 2 Hening's Statutes, at large, 198. t Vide ante, p. 53.
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ries of their creed, for the subversion of the govern-

ment, presenting a singular compound of fanaticism and

villany. It was betrayed by one of their own number on

the evening previous to its intended execution, and the just

indignation of the colony was satisfied with the death of

four only of the conspirators. As there were political

dangers resulting from the meetings of these misguided

men, which were suspected by the government, it will per-

haps be deemed no undue exercise of severity that the

law which prohibited their meetings was enforced, as the

readiest as well as mildest mode of correcting the evil.

Scarcely had the fears excited by the discovery of this

plot been permitted to subside, before a fresh cause of ap-

prehension was found. This was the dread of popery

under the reign of the second James. The attachment of

the king to the Church of Rome was strongly suspected in

the colony, insomuch that a distinguished citizen had not

hesitated to say to the governor, " that his majesty. King

James, would wear out the Church of England : for that,

when there were any vacant offices, he supplied them with

men of a different persuasion." And that he was not alone

in this opinion may be inferred from the fact, that when, at

the instigation of the governor, he was prosecuted for his

words, the council, to save appearances, after a short ex-

amination, discharged him unpunished. The clergy, too,

were not backward in sounding the alarm. In the county

of Stafford, the reverend Mr. Waugh preached openly

against popery ; and as mysterious hints were circulating

of a supposed plot between the Indians and the few papists

in the colony, (who had probably fled from Maryland,) to

destroy the protestants, it was not difficult to rouse the

people to angry excitement, and commotions arose which

foreboded no peaceful termination.* The accession of

William and Mary served to allay apprehension, and that

» 2 Burk,306.
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event was accordingly hailed with joy by the great body of

the people.

Prior to the year 1689, the reverend Mr. Temple seems

to have exercised within the colony functions somewhat
similar to those confided to a bishop's commissary. How
long he had so exercised them is matter of uncertainty, nor

is it known that he acted under any other than verbal au-

thority. In this year Sir Francis Nicholson entered on his

duties as lieutenant-governor ; and associated with this fact

there occurs the name of a clergyman, whose memory is

intimately connected with the progress of religion and

learning for many years in Virginia. This clergyman was
the reverend Dr. Blair, who is supposed to have been the

first commissary duly commissioned by the Bishop of Lon-

don for any of the colonies. His commission was read

before the council on the day after the installation of Sir

Francis Nicholson, and his authority was duly acknow-

ledged.

The duty of a commissary under the English law is, " to

supply the office and jurisdiction of the bishop in the out-

places of the diocess ;"* and it will be remembered that all

the colonies were considered as forming a part of the dio-

cess of the Bishop of London. To the Episcopalian, it is

scarcely necessary to say that the rites of ordination and

confirmation were not within the powers of the commis-

sary. For certain purposes only, was he the bishop's repre-

sentative : it was his duty to make visitations through the

diocess, inspect the state of the churches, deliver charges,

and, in some instances, to administer discipline. Deposi-

tion from the ministry, however, was understood to be be-

yond his authority; and therefore the evils which resulted

from the continuance in the church of an unworthy clergy-

man, were not remedied by the appointment of a com-

missary.

As Dr. Blair contributed in his day as much to the cause

* Terms de la Ley.

K



74 PROTESTANT EPISCOPAL CHURCH [1689.

of learning and the diffusion of Christianity as any indi-

vidual in the southern colonies of this continent, a passing

tribute is due to his memory. He was a native of Scot-

land, in which country he received his education, and was

beneficed in the Episcopal church there. Having a prospect

of discharging his ministerial functions more usefully else-

where, he quitted his preferments, and went into England

towards the close of the reign of Charles II. The then

Bishop of London (Dr. Compton) prevailed upon him to

go as a missionary into Virginia, and his first visit to this

country was made about the year 1685. A careful and

diligent observer of the true state of things within the

colony, he was enabled correctly to apprehend its wants ;

and by his exemplary deportment and unremitting labours

in the discharge of his ministerial duties, he did good ser-

vice to the cause of religion, and obtained the confidence

and affection of all classes in the community. Recom-

mended by the intrinsic worth of his character to the

Bishop of London, he was appointed commissary, as we
have seen, in 1G89; and so far from relaxing in the dis-

charge of pastoral duty, after his appointment, he deemed

himself thereby bound to furnish a brighter example of

ministerial fidelity and diligence to all the clergy of the

colony. Dr. Blair was eminently a practical man ; and

blessed as he was with sincere piety, a clear mind, and in-

defatigable perseverance, his services were invaluable to the

church in Virginia. Perceiving that the only safe reliance

of the country for duly qualified clergymen must be upon

her own sons, and that the effort to obtain them was hope-

less in the absence of schools and higher seminaries of

learning, he directed his energies to the encouragement of

education. His labours in the cause were unwearied. It

will be remembered that in the legislation of 1662, one of

the enactments provided for the erection of a college : this

wise provision had been permitted to slumber on the sta-

tute book. Dr. Blair revived the project ; and at no little
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personal expense and labour, succeeded at last, as will be

seen hereafter, in the accomplishment of his wishes.

Of the activity and practical usefulness of this excellent

man, sufficient evidence will be furnished in the statement,

that when, at the advanced age of eighty-eight, he died, he

had been during sixty-four years a minister of the gospel

;

fifty-three years commissary for Virginia ; president of a

college for forty-nine years ; and a member of the king's

council for fifty.

As a monument of his piety, he has left behind him four

volumes of discourses upon the sermon on the mount, of

which an opinion may be formed from the fact that they

received the warm approbation of Dr. Doddridge.* To
his active usefulness and piety he added learning, and pos-

sessed in an eminent degree the virtues of hospitality and

generosity; while his manner in the discharge of his vari-

ous important duties was such as conciliated the esteem

and affection of men of all parties and of all opinions.

With the single exception of Dr. Bray, the commissary of

Maryland, there was no clergyman of the establishment

ever sent to this country, during its coloi^ial existence, to

whom the church in the southern part of the continent was

more deeply indebted : and the American of this day, as

he looks upon the walls of William and Mary, the second

college built upon the continent, may recall, with a feeling

of thankfulness, the memory of Dr. James Blair.f

Under the auspices of Sir Francis Nicholson, the first

act of the commissary w^as an effort to procure the neces-

sary funds for the erection of the contemplated college.

The aid of the legislature was deemed necessary, and to

obtain it, it was proposed that the lieutenant-governor

should convene an assembly : peculiar circumstances,

* Family Expositor. phrey's History of the Venerable

+ Dr. Waterland's Preface to Society, 9, 10, U ; !? Holmes's An-i

Blair's Discourses ; 3 Bark, 111 ; 2 n^^ls, 22.

Miller's Retrospect, 336 ; Hum-
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however, rendered this measure impossible at that time,

and all hope of immediate assistance from the legislature

was abandoned. But Dr. Blair was not easily to be dis-

couraged. A private subscription-list was opened by him,

and in a short time two thousand five hundred pounds were

contributed towards the object ; and this sum was furnished

in part by the liberality of a few merchants in London. It

was not until the year 1G91 that legislative patronage was

obtained for the proposed seminary. In that year the

project received the sanction of the assembly, and was by

that body warmly recommended to the patronage of their

majesties. The commissary was at the same time de-

puted as the agent of the legislature to visit England, and

present the petition for the college. The support afforded

by the lieutenant-governor to the plan deserves honourable

notice. The legislature, as a testimony of affection and

respect, having presented to Sir Francis Nicholson the

sum of three hundred pounds, he immediately bestowed

one-half of it upon the college. Those who are interested

in the literature of the country, will gratefully concur in the

propriety of recording the names of men who were among
the friends of education in North America, at that early

period when friends were necessarily few.

The agency of Dr. Blair proved entirely successful.

The charter was drawn in exact conformity to his wishes,

and the whole measure met with the royal favour. The
sum of two thousand pounds was then due from Virginia

to the crown on account of certain quit-rents, and this sum
was bestowed by the king upon the college. In addition

to this donation, a grant was made to the institution, of

twenty thousand acres of choice land, together with the

revenue arising from a tax of one penny per pound on all

tobacco exported from Virginia or Maryland to any of the

other colonies ;* and the office of surveyor-general of Vir-

ginia was granted by the charter to the corporation, to be

2 Burk, 311, 313, 314.
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executed by deputies appointed by the president and mas-

ters, subject to the approbation of the governor and coun-

cil. The college was also empowered to send one repre-

sentative to the House of Burgesses ; and Dr. Blair was

named in the charter as the first president of the new insti-

tution, which received the name of William and Mary.*

In the year 1693, the legislature determined that the

college should be erected at Williamsburg, which was

then called Middle Plantation ; and not long afterward, an

export duty for its benefit was imposed upon all skins and

furs sent out of the colony.f But the indefatigable commis-

sary was doomed to encounter difficulties still. The money
which had been subscribed was collected, and the college

edifice commenced ; but in the year 1705, when it was

half completed, it was burned to the ground. It was now
sixteen years since Dr. Blair had first exerted himself in

this important work ; and at the end of that long period,

he found himself under the necessity of commencing his

toilsome task anew. Such discouragements might well

have damped his ardour ; and had he been an ordinary

man, it is not improbable that the disappointments of the

past would have checked all future effort. But true to his

character, he persevered, and at length had the happiness

of seeing the college completed.

The want of clergymen, however, was one not to be

immediately supplied, even after the college went into

operation ; and as it was a want very deeply felt, the legis-

lature, deeming the provision made for ihe clergy inade-

quate, in 1696 enacted, that each minister should have six-

teen thousand pounds of tobacco as a salary: and that

where glebes had not been already purchased, they should

be forthwith obtained ; and that dwellings should be erected

upon them for the comfortable residence of the clergy.J

* Trott's Laws of the British t Troll's Laws, " Virginia," No.
Plantations, article " Virginia." 34.

t 3 Hening's Stal., at large, 123.
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CHAPTER V.

1700-1731.

Kindness to the French Refugees—Their good Character—Their Church

—

Punishment of Vice and Blasphemy— Kindness to German Settlers

—

Their Church—Progress of William and Mary College—Instruction of

the Indians— List of Parishes—State of the Church—Numbers and

Character of the Clergy—Causes of the depressed state of Religion

examined.

The opening of the century upon which we are now

entering was marked by an act of humanity, which stands

out in strong contrast to that spirit of intolerance, already

recorded, which found its victims among the unfortunate

Quakers. It is well known that upon the revocation of the

Edict of Nantes, in 1685, an immense number of French

Protestants found their way into foreign countries ; of these,

about forty thousand sought refuge in England, and parlia-

ment, with a noble generosity, voted fifteen thousand pounds

sterling to be distributed among persons of quality, and all

such as were incapable, from age or infirmity, of labouring

for a subsistence. Of these unfortunate refugees. King

William, in the year 1690, sent a large portion to Virginia,

and lands were allotted to them on James River. These

were naturalized by a special law passed for the purpose,

and in 1699 another body of six hundred, conducted by

their clergyman, Phillipe de Richebourg,* came over, and

were placed on the south side of James River, about

twenty miles above the falls, on lands formerly occupied by

a powerful tribe of Indians called the Monacans.

In the year 1700 the assembly of Virginia passed an act,

* 1 Martin's History of North Carolina, 233.
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making the French refugees who inhabited the Monacan
towns a distinct parish by themselves, and exempted them

from the payment of all taxes.* Strangers, for the most

part, to the language of the country, their worship could not

have conformed to the ritual of the Church of England, even

had such been their inclination, nor could an English clergy-

man have officiated usefully among them. They had, there-

fore, their own minister, and worshipped after their own
mode, and the law already mentioned left them at liberty to

agree with, and pay their clergyman as their circumstances

would admit. And never, probably, did any people better

repay the hospitable kindness of the land which afforded

them a refuge. Many of their descendants are still left in

New-York, Virginia, the Carolinas, and other parts of our

country ; and among the brightest ornaments of the state,

in the halls of legislation and of justice, as well as in the sa-

cred office, may be found the names of some of the French

refugees. No man in America need ever blush to own him-

self one of their descendants; for the observation has more

than once been made, and it is believed to be true, that

among their descendants the instances have been rare in-

deed of individuals who have been arraigned for crime

before the courts of the country.

The law which gave to these emigrants the exemptions

already mentioned, was, by the terms of its enactment, to

continue in force for a term of time sufficient to afford them

an opportunity of becoming familiarized to the country,

and of qualifying themselves to contribute without diffi-

culty their quota to the support of the government ; and

for these purposes seven years was deemed sufficient.

That it did not prove so, however, is probable from the fact,

that in 1705 the legislature again re-enacted the former law,

and extended the term of its continuance, giving at the

* I Holmes's Annals, 432, 472, 492 ; Trott's Laws, " Virginia" No. 37

;

3 Hening's Statutes, at large, 201.
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same time to their parish the name of " King William

parish, in the county of Henrico."*

The statute book of this year presents also an act for the

suppression of vice, and the restraint and punishment of

blasphemous, wicked, and dissolute persons, the provisions

of which invite notice, simply as being illustrative of the

temper of the times. It was enacted, that if any person

brought up in the Christian religion should, by teaching,

writing, printing, or advised speaking, deny, first, the being

of God or the Trinity ; secondly, should say there were

more gods than one ; thirdly, should deny the truth of the

Christian religion ; or, fourthly, should deny the Divine au-

thority of the Scriptures,—such offender, upon conviction

before the general court, for the first offence, should be

rendered incapable of holding any office, ecclesiastical,

civil, or military, within the colony ; and for the second

offence, should be disabled from bringing any suit at law or

in equity, or from being a guardian, executor, or adminis-

trator, or grantee in a deed of gift, or legatee or devisee in

a will, or from bearing any office in the colony for ever ;

and should also suffer three years imprisonment from the

time of conviction. To guard, however, against the per-

version of the law to purposes of oppression, it was
required that information of the words spoken should be

given within one month after they were uttered, and that

the prosecution should be commenced within a year after

the information. And if public recantation in open court

were made within six months after the first conviction, the

offender was to be released from the penalties. For the

suppression of cursing, swearing, and drunkenness, a fine

was imposed, recoverable before any magistrate, either

upon his own personal observation and knowledge of the

oflTence, or upon the oath of a single witness ; and in case

of inability to pay the fine, the lash was substituted as a

Trott'a Laws, " Virginia," No. 38 ; 1 Holmes's Annals, p. 492.
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punishment. For the observance of the Lord's day, every

person of the age of twenty-one years and upward, who
should wilfully be absent from the parish church for one

month, or, being there, should not in a decent and orderly

manner remain until the service was ended ; or any persons

who should on that day be present at any disorderly meet-

ing, gaming or tippling, or should make any journey, or

travel on the road except to and from church, (cases of

necessity and mercy excepted,) or who should be found

working at their ordinary labour, further than was abso-

lutely necessary for the sustenance of man and beast,

should, on conviction, be fined, and, on failure to pay the

fine, should be whipped. From the operation of the clause

requiring attendance at the parish church, it should however

be remembered that, by express words, dissenters from the

establishment were exempted.

This act was required to be publicly read twice a year

by each clergyman in the colony, and the fines arising

under it were to be applied by the churchwardens for the

benefit of the poor.*

The year 1713 was rendered memorable by an act of

kindness shown to certain German emigrants, similar to

that which had been manifested towards the French refu-

gees. It seems that a small body of Germans had settled

above the falls of the Rappahannock, on the southern

branch of the river, in the county of Essex. This v/as at

that period the frontier of civilization, and therefore it was

alike the suggestion of interest and humanity to afford to

these foreigners protection and encouragement. Accord-

ingly they were exempted, as the French had been, from

all ordinary taxes for the term of seven years, and were

formed into the " parish of St. George," with power to em-

ploy their own minister and upon their own terms ; and

thus were two religious communities, differing in many

* Trott'a Laws, " Virginia," No 46 ; 3 Hening's Statutes, at large, 358.

X.
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particulars from the establishment, not tolerated merely,

but favoured with valuable privileges by the legisla-

ture.*

The college also seems to have possessed the favourable

regard of the assembly, as in 1718 a law was passed by

that body, appropriating from the public funds one thou-

sand pounds, to be applied by the visiters and governors

of the institution, to the maintenance and education of poor

children who were natives of the colony.f How far this

intended benefit was carried into effect is unknown ; it is,

however, to be hoped that these funds were rendered more

profitable to the college than were the donations conferred

upon it by the king and others at its commencement ; for

of these, according to the testimony of Dr. Blair, the insti-

tution never received the benefit of one-half.J Indeed,

notwithstanding all the efforts of the president and other

friends of the college, its progress was by slow and labori-

ous steps. The practice was common among the higher

classes of society, of sending their sons to be educated at

one of the English universities ; nor could it be entirely

overcome after they had a college among themselves.

For more than seventy years after its establishment, it is

said, it had rarely more than twenty students at any one

time.§ There are circumstances, however, which justify

the suspicion of mistake in this statement.

As connected with the history of this institution, it deserves

here to be recorded that the rulers in the colony and the offi-

cers of the college manifested a praiseworthy zeal in the en-

deavour to make it a blessing to the children of the natives.

The honourable Robert Boyle had made a donation of

money to the institution, to be applied to the education of

* Trott's Laws, «' Virginia," No. in 1727, Of these, Mr. Hartwell was
39; 4 Hening's Slat., at large, 306. one of the council; and Mr. Chil-

+ 4 Hening's Stat., at large, 74. ton was attorney-general, Dr. Blair's

t " The present State of Virginia situation has already been stated.

and the College," by Mr. Hartwell, ^ 2 Miller's Retrospect, 336.

Dr. Blair, and Mr. Chilton, published
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Indian children therein. To carry into effect this benevo-

lent intention, the plan at first adopted was to procure cap-

tive Indian children, who had been made slaves by some

conquering tribe, and place them in the college for instruc-

tion; but during the administration of Sir Alexander Spots-

wood, who came to the government in 1710, this plan was

laid aside, and one was substituted for it which was far

more effectual in accomplishing the ends of the benevolent

donor. The governor went in person among the tributary

and other neighbouring tribes of Indians, and prevailed

upon them to send their children to be educated. He
exerted himself, also, so successfully among remote and

almost unknown tribes, that he obtained native pupils from

a distance of more than four hundred miles in the interior
;

some of these he had taken as hostages, purposely to afford

them the advantages of education ; and, at his own expense,

he established and supported a preparatory school on the

frontiers, in which Indian lads might be fitted for admission

into the college, without being far removed from their

parents.*

Of the number and situation of the parishes in the

colony, about this time, and of the general condition of the

church, more is known with certainty than at any previous

period in this narrative. Casting the eye upon the map of

Virginia, the most striking features of its eastern portion

are the majestic rivers which find their way into the Chesa-

peake Bay. These rivers naturally enough formed conve-

nient boundaries for the larger portions of the countrv;

and the name of neck was applied to the region of territory

lying between two of these noble streams ; a term, the

use of which is still common. The division is one of

great convenience, and in former times was important, as

fixing the boundaries of the several escheators. Of these

necks there are four; the northern neck is situated be*

• Beverly's Virginia.
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tween the Potomac and Rappahannock rivers ; the second

between the Rappahannock and York ; the third, be-

tween York and Jannes ; and the fourth on the south

side of the James, between it and the southern frontier of

the colony. Besides these, there was one other grand di-

vision on the opposite side of the Chesapeake Bay, form-

ing what then was, and still is, called the " eastern shore."

There were at that day six counties within the northern

neck, which still retain their names; viz., 1. Lancaster,

having within it the two parishes of Christ Church and

St. Mary White Chapel; 2. Northumberland., having two,

Fairfield and Boutracy, and Wicomico ; 3, Westmoreland,

containing Copely and Washington; 4. Richmond, con-

taining North Farnham and a part of Sittenburn ; 5. King

George, containing Hanover and the residue of Sitten-

burn ; 6. Stafford, containing St. Pauls and Overworton.

In the neck between Rappahannock and York rivers

there were also six counties, the names of which are still

there, though portions of their territory have since been

appropriated to the formation of additional counties.

These six were, 1. Glocester, in which were situated the

four parishes of Pesso, Abingdon, Ware, and Kingston

;

2. Middlesex, containing the single parish of Christ Church;

3. King and Queen, having the parishes of Stratton Major

and St. Stephens ; 4. King William, containing St. Johns

and St. Margarets; 5. Essex, in which were South Farn-

ham, St. Anne, and St. Marys ; 6. Spotsylvania, which

contained the parish of St. George.

In the neck between York and James rivers there were

seven entire counties, and part of an eighth. These seven

were, 1. Elizabeth City, which contained a parish of the

same name ; 2. Warwick, containing the parishes of Denby

and Mulberry Island ; 3. York, in which were the two

parishes of Charles and York-Hampton, and part of a

third called Bruton ; 4. James City, in which were James

City, Merchants Hundred, and a third, the name of which
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is unknown, together with the residue of Bruton, and a part

of Wilmington ; 5. New-Kent, which contained Blisland

and St. Peters ; 6. Charles City, having within it Western

and part of Wilmington; 1. Hanover, in which was St.

Pauls. The eighth county, of which a part only was

within this neck, was Henrico, which was divided by the

James River, and contained the parishes of Henrico and

St. James, separated from each other by the river; and a

part also of the parish of Bristol.

On the south side of James River were seven entire

counties, together with the remaining part of Henrico.

These were, 1. Princess Ann, in which was the parish of

Lynhaven ; 2. Norfolk, with one parish called Elizabeth

River; 3. Nansemond, in which were included Lower

Parish, Upper Parish, and Chickabuc ; 4. Isle of Wight,

containing Warwick, Squeake Bay, and Newport ; 5.

Surry, having Lyon's Creek and Southwark; 6. Prince

George, in which was Martin Brandon and the rest of

Bristol ; 7. Brunswick, the whole of which formed the parish

of St. Andrews.

On the eastern shore were the two counties of Northamp-

ton audi Accomac; the first contained the parish of Hun-

gers; the second that of Accomac. Thus it will be per-

ceived that the whole number of counties was twenty-nine

;

and of parishes there were fifty-four.* There was, how-

ever, great inequality in the size of these parishes. Some

were sixty miles long ; while others were very small.

This was accidental, and resulted from the settlements

having been first formed on bodies of good land near to

the rivers. It must be remembered that the size of a

parish was estimated, not entirely by the extent of its terri-

tory, but by the number of its tithables.f

In each of these parishes there was a convenient church

• Beverly's Virginia. t Present State of Virginia, p. 66.

Beverly's Virginia.
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edifice, built of stone, brick, or wood, and furnished with

all things necessary for the decent performance of divine

service. In many of the larger parishes there were also

one or more chapels of ease ; so that probably the whole

number of places of worship was not less than seventy.

In every parish there was also a dwelling-house for the

minister ; in most, if not in all of them, a glebe of two

hundred and fifty acres, and in some, a small stock of

cattle.*

The inhabitants were almost entirely of the Church of

England, and at the period now under review, there is said

to have been but one dissenting place of worship in the

colony ; this was a meeting-house for a small congregation

of Quakers in Nansemond county.f But it is believed, on

the authority of Dr. Blair,J that this statement is incorrect

;

as he informs us that there were three meeting-houses for

the Quakers, and one for the Presbyterians.

More than half of the churches of the establishment

were probably supplied with clergymen ; and in such as

were destitute of regular ministrations, it seems to have

been the custom to substitute the services of a lay reader,

except on occasions when the zeal of a neighbouring minis-

ter prompted him to carry his pastoral labours beyond the

limits of his own parish, and to preach or administer sacra-

ments in the vacant churches near to him.

One hundred and fifteen years had now elapsed since the

first clergyman landed in Virginia, and yet candour calls

for the acknowledgment that the state of religion was much

lower than in some of the other colonies. It was not that

the government had been entirely indiflferent to their under-

* The Present State of Virginia, ish, at Williamsburg, the seat of the

p. 71. This volume was written by colonial government,

the reverend Hugh Jones, who lived t Beverly's Virginia,

for many years in the colony, and was t Present State of Virginia and
at one time a lecturer in Bruton par- the College, p. 64.
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taking to make provision for its support : to outward ap-

pearance the condition of the church seemed prosperous

enough. The traveller, in his journeyings through the

colony, might see on every hand the neat spire of a sub-

stantial church lifting its head amid the foliage of the forest

in which it was placed ; his eye rested on the cultivated

grounds which surrounded the comfortable habitations of

the clergy ; and he might from these tokens have hastily

concluded that he was in the bosom of a deeply pious popu-

lation : yet was there, in very many, a lamentable want of

the practical fruits of godliness. There was a deficiency

of spirituality in the religion of that day. The "form of

sound words" which imbodied devotion, most useful as an

auxiliary in the united worship of a congregation, and beau-

tifully chaste and simple in the ritual of the church to which

the colonists belonged, was scrupulously observed ; but in

the use of that form alone, too many, it is to be feared,

rested : such use was substituted for the power of godliness

in renewing a sinful nature ; for the operation of the Holy

Ghost upon an unsanctified heart. It would be unjust to

include all in this sentence. There is evidence that some,

both of clergy and laity, were deeply imbued with the

spirit of genuine piety ; they were worthy and consistent

Christians ; but they certainly did not form the most numer-

ous class of the population.

In the contemplation of this state of things, points arise

well worthy of attentive consideration : they imbody the

lessons of experience, and it is therefore hoped that a brief

examination of facts connected with this unhappy condition

of affairs will prove neither uninteresting nor useless.

And first, as to the clergy of the colony. The usual

mode of obtaining a living was this : the clergyman in Eng-

land, who was desirous of emigrating to Virginia, informed

the Bishop of London of his willingness to become a mis-

sionary to the colony. Upon producing his letters of orders

and testimonials as to character, he obtained from the
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bishop a license and certificate, together with an order on

the treasurer for the sum of twenty pounds, to defray the

expenses of the voyage. On his arrival in the colony, he

applied to the governor, (who was in effect the chief ruler

in the church,) or to the parishioners of some vacant living,

and sometimes to both : and if his ministrations were agree-

able to the congregation, he was " received" (such was the

term in use) as their minister.* It must not, however, be

supposed that by being thus received, the clergyman ac-

quired a permanent settlement. By the act of 1642,t the

induction of a clergyman "into any parish that shall make

presentation of him," was directed to be performed by the

governor ; but it was entirely at the option of the parish to

make or withhold such presentation. Without induction,

the clergyman was held to possess no freehold in his living,

but was at any time liable to removal, at the pleasure of

the vestry, without trial or even crime alleged against him.

Under these circumstances, there were but few of the clergy

who could consider their situations as permanent, for there

were but few who could prevail upon their vestries to pre-

sent them for induction.^ The general custom, therefore,

was to hire the minister from year to year.§

With every disposition on the part of the Bishop of Lon-

don to send none but deserving clergymen into the colony,

(and of the anxiety of several of the prelates of that see

in this particular there is abundant proof,) still it was

scarcely possible to avoid making at times injudicious ap-

pointments : for clergymen of reputation, fixed in comfort-

able livings at home, were not often among the applicants to

go abroad ; and the class of clergymen needed in Virginia

seems to have been but imperfectly understood at home.

Men of piety, experience, and prudence, men well ac-

quainted with the world, were the only men whose services

* Jones's " State of Virginia," p. X Beverly's Virginia.

103. i Present State of Virginia, by

t Ante, p. 63. _ Hartwell, Blair, and Chilton, p. 66.
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in Virginia promised extensive usefulness; but such men
found ample and profitable employment in England.

The class which usually came (the assertion is made
on the authority of a contemporary*) was one unfitted,

from entire ignorance of human nature, as well as from

the absence of discretion and prudence, to appreciate the

true condition of the country. They were utterly unable

to accommodate themselves to the perpetually recurring

exigencies of a new country, and a state of society, of

which, as the past afforded no precedent, so neither could

it furnish any guides to conduct. The egregious mistake

was made by many who recommended clergymen to the

Bishop of London, of supposing that very inferior powers

of mind, and but a limited stock of attainments, would suf-

fice for a missionary to Virginia; whereas if any station

on earth calls for the loftiest spirit of devotion, a nobleness

of soul which can forget self, and intellectual endowments

of the highest order, it is that of the Christian missionary.

Men of inferior capacities may be useful in the ministry of

the church, for God, in his wise providence, often makes

them the honoured instruments of good to their fellow-men ;

but such men are not often designed to be pioneers in the

great work of planting the church of God in regions where

it is utterly unknown.

Many of the clergy, therefore, were, as might have been

anticipated, unfitted for their stations. The precariousness

of the tenure by which they held their livings, contributed

also not a little to beget in them a spirit of indifference in

the discharge of their duties; and to complete the list of

unpropitious circumstances, the irregularities and crimes of

an unworthy clergyman could not be visited effectually

with the severities of ecclesiastical censure. Far removed

from his diocesan, and standing in but little awe of the

powers of his commissary, he sometimes offended religion

* Jones's State of Virginia, appendix, 95.

M
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and morals with impunity, and still remained in the church

a reproach to her ministry. The commissary could not

degrade him by a removal from the priesthood ; it was

beyond his authority ; and even in the exercise of his ordi-

nary powers and duties, he was obliged to encounter the

prejudices of the people themselves. He summoned the

clergy, indeed, to conventions, in which he presided ; but

these conventions possessed but the shadow of power.*

He attempted visitations, but with little success; for un-

fortunately, they were strangely associated in the minds of

the people with ecclesiastical courts, and of these, from

the times of Archbishop Laud, even the very name was

offensive in Virginia.

f

If we turn from the clergy to the laity, facts present

themselves, such as might naturally be supposed to exist

under the ministrations of such a body of clergy. Indeed,

it scarce admits of doubt, that between the two classes

there was a mutual action and reaction for evil ; each

probably contributed to make the other worse. Disputes

were perpetually arising between pastors and people;

and, almost without exception, they might be traced to the

uncertainty of a living which harrassed the clergyman.J

There are instances recorded which show the fact of ex-

clusion of the minister on grounds purely mercenary. It

has, indeed, been said by an historian, whose general ac-

curacy is acknowledged, that the clergy were very rarely

removed by the parish without some great provocation

;

and then, if their conduct had not been grossly scan-

dalous, it is said, they were immediately received into

other parishes.§ There is error in this statement. Upon
the testimony of the commissary himself, confirmed by that

of one of the governor's council, and of the attorney-gen-

Jones's State of Virginia, 23, et t Jones, 72.
Beq. ^ Beverly.

+ Jones's State of the Church, 26,
98.
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era), it is denied. If a clergyman was faithful to his duty,

and preached a«i;ainst the sins and vices of his people, he

was rennoved : and the instances are numerous of clergy-

men having been displaced by vestries without a charge

made, or even a reason assigned for it.* The same fact

is also confirmed by a contemporary to whom reference

has already been made.f He states that the clergy had

the church doors often shut against them, and their sala-

ries were stopped by the vestry ; who, as he expresses it,

" thought themselves the parson's master ;" and he cites

instances in proof of his assertion. Some of these instances

may, perhaps, not be unacceptable, as affording an illustra-

tion of a lawless condition of affairs, quite sufficient to de-

stroy the spiritual welfare of any church. A deacon had

visited England to obtain priest's orders; during his ab-

sence his parishioners had seen fit to choose another clergy-

man ; and on his return, when sent by the governor to his

parish, the people peremptorily refused to receive him, and

he was left without redress. It is difficult here to deter-

mine whether the people or the intruding clergyman was

most in fault ; but that a clergyman could thus effectually

supplant an absent brother, certainly affords proof of a

lamentable want of discipline and church order. Another

instance is afforded in the case of a Mr. Latane, a French

gentleman of learning and piety, who, because of some

trifling dispute with a portion of his vestry, was shut out

of his church. The reason assii:;ned for this act of exclu-

sion was (according to our authority) " that he had a small

tang of French in his speech, and they could not under-

stand him," though, as he adds, they were long in making

the discovery, for they had been hearing him for seven

years without complaint. It was also not unusual, in case

of a vacancy by death or otherwise, for the people actually

* Present State of Virginia, by t JoncB> 104, 105

Hartwell, Blair, and Chilton, p 66.
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to refuse to proceed to the election of a successor, that they

might escape the payment of a salary which did not exceed

eighty pounds.*

The effect of such a system, as was stated by the com-

missary, was to make the clergy, who were not inducted,

subservient and dependant : and good clergymen refused

to come over, because they had been taught by ihe experi-

ence of those who preceded them, and who had retreated

as soon as they could, that if they came, insult and oppres-

sion awaited them.f Another evil, more properly to be

attributed to the general state of feeling among the people,

than to any necessary connection with the system of lay

reading which had been introduced, was found to follow

upon that system. The readers employed were com-

monly the parish clerks, who imitated the practices of the

clergy in the performance of their public duties in almost

everything except the use of the clerical vestments and the

administration of the sacraments ; these men were some-

times made use of as instruments by a discontented ves-

try ; and in the absence of the clergy, not unfrequently

succeeded in procuring the favourable opinions of the

parishioners, and in sowing disaffection towards a minister

among the people of his charge.J

These facts leave but little room for wonder at the dis-

covery that Christianity, in the blessed and salutary influ-

ences of its power over the hearts and lives of men, was ex-

hibited by but few. These facts may also serve to remove
an opinion entertained by some, that the depressed state of

religion in Virginia was the natural and unavoidable result of

B.nesiablishme7it. Whatever maybe the evils which are sup-

posed necessarily to flow from extending to any one religi-

Present State of A'^irginia, by uniform in all parts of the country, it

Blair, &c., G6. may not improperly be mentioned,
t Ibid. 66. that according to Jones the surplice

t Jones, 68. As clerical vest- was never dispensed with in Virginia
ments have here been spoken of, and in his day, except from absolute ne-
the use of the surplice has not been cessity. Jones, p. 69.
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oils system the exclusive patronage of the state, candour

requires the admission here, that the calamitous condition

of the church in things spiritual must be traced to some

other cause. EstabUshments, it must be remembered, were

not confined to Virginia : in the colonies of Massachusetts

Bay and Connecticut, the system of the Independents was

as much estabHshed as the Church of England was in Vir-

ginia ; and yet the two first named colonies are, even at

this day, adduced, and with great propriety, as examples

of communities in wiiich was found a degree of devoted

piety and practical rehgion unsurpassed in the history of

any communities of the same extent. It could not therefore

have been that the estabhshment simply of the Church of

England in Virginia was the cause of the evils which have

been described.

There is also another consideration which would

seem to refute this opinion. The Church of England,

it is true, was nominally placed under the protection

of the state ; but it certainly derived, in many important

particulars, no protection from it. In effect, it was not

an estabhshment. It experienced the evils of an alli-

ance without reapiiig its advantages. Its clergy were not

secured in the permanent enjoyment of its livings, but were

left entirely dependent upon the will of their parishioners;

while the parishioners were, perhaps, not unfrequenlly

tempted to annoy their clergyman, as an easy mode of

manifesting displeasure towards their rulers. The plan

was essentially a popular one, and the mere name of es-

tablishment cannot change its character. It may safely,

therefore, be said that, to most practical purposes, it was

no establishment at all ; and there certainly was wanting

that feature which is commonly supposed to be most fatal

to ardent piety in establishments, namely, comfortable

livings permanently secured to indolent or unfaithful in-

cumbents.

And if it should be supposed that the Church of England

in Virginia, while it neglected to secure its own clergy in
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the enjoyment of a competent maintenance, yet, by virtue

of its established character, excluded pious ministers of

other denominations, and therefore contributed to the de-

pressed state of religion among the people ; it should be

remembered that at this period they were not excluded.

Ii is stated, upon the evidence of the commissary, that a

Presbyterian congregation existed at this very time in the

colony ; and there is positive testimony to show the period

at which it was introduced, as the following extracts from

the records of the Presbyterian church will evince. Under

the year 1722, it is said, "A representation being made by

some of our members of the earnest desires of some Pro-

testant dissenting families in Virginia, together with a com-

fortable prospect of the increase of our interest there, the

synod have appointed that Mr. Hugh Conn, Mr. John

Orme, and Mr. William Stewart, do each of them severally

visit said people, and preach four Sabbaths to them, between

this and the next synod ;" and under the succeeding year

it is stated, that " Messrs. Conn, Orme, and Stewart, ful-

filled their appointment with respect to Virginia."* Upon

the report of these gentlemen, measures were taken to con-

tinue ministerial services to the members of the infant con-

gregation. And it will be seen, in the future pages of this

narrative, that their number speedily increased, so that long

before the period of the American Revolution, there were

ministers and congregations of various Christian denomi-

nations in the colony. The existence of the establish-

ment, therefore, did not operate to their exclusion; and

when once introduced, their situation was similar to that

of ministers of the establishment, for both were dependent

on the will of the people.

The evil, then, must be traced to another cause, and that

will be found in the characters of a majority of the clergy,

and in the temper and conduct of the people ; and, a-s has

been already intimated, each contributed to produce the

* From First Book of Minutes of the Presbytery of Philadelphia.
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other. Some improvement in the condition of things would

probably have been seen, had Virginia, hke Massachusetts,

been furnished, for the most part, with native clergymen ;

but the most effectual remedy would have been found in

the presence of some controlling power, able to correct and

punish the irregularities and crimes of unworthy ministers,

to introduce and encourage good ones, and to exercise a

wholesome influence in securing to deserving men a com-

petent maintenance. The reformation of the laity would

have followed as a consequence of these things. A faithful

bishop would have been a blessing to the colony, and this

was plainly perceived by the worthy part of the clergy in

Virginia ;* nor did they hesitate to ask that one might be

sent, with powers so limited in certain particulars as to

allay the suspicious fears of the people, who dreaded no-

thing more than ecclesiastical tyranny. The necessity of

such an oflicer was felt, too, by the wisest and best men in

the church at home; and before this period efforts had been

made by the venerable society for propagating the Gospel

in foreign parts, which were perseveringly continued for

many years, to have a bishop consecrated and sent to these

colonies.f These efforts failed more than once, when the

plan seemed to be on the eve of accomplishment, and the

wisdom of that Providence which defeated its success,

though inscrutable at the time, seems now to be sufficiently

obvious.

Whatever may be thought of the claim of episcopacy

to be considered as the only apostolic system of eccle-

siastical order, one point, it is presumed, will be acceded

to by all. It is this ; that among those who hold to its pro-

priety and necessity, there should be no unnecessary delay

in furnishing to a distant church an officer so important as

a bishop. A community of Episcopal churches witiiout a

bishop to preside over them, must be viewed, upon the sys-

* Jones, p. 99. a distinct part in a future volume of
t The history of these efforts forms this work.
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tem of Episcopalians, as a body without a head. The

mother country, which then withheld this essential ecclesi-

astical officer from these colonies, has in later days pursued

a different, and, it is thought, far wiser course. Her colo-

nies are now^supplied ; and the increase in that supply

keeps pace, as it should do, with the necessities of her

growing settlements.*

Whether the obstacles to the spiritual welfare of the

church, which have just been detailed, were duly appre-

ciated by those in authority, may well be doubted ; though

an insufficiency in the salaries of the clergy seems not to

have escaped attention. It will be remembered that under

* In the course of his researches, in preparing these pages, the author has

met with an attestation so unexpected to the expediency of a government

essentially episcopal, that he here presents it. It comes from the Baptists,

and is to be found in the record of the proceedings of that sect in Vir-

ginia. In an association of the churches, held in 1774, it was determined

that apostles were officers which still belonged to the church of Christ ; this

was founded on Eph. iv. 11, 12, 13.

The association, having thus determined, proceeded " to the choice of an

apostle," and the individual was set apart by having the hands of every

ordained minister laid on him. " His work was to pervade the churches, to

do, or at least to see to the work of ordination, and to set in order things

that were wanting, and to make report to the next association."

The subject underwent much discussion, and it is said by the Baptist

historian, that the warmth of the debate excited against some a strong

suspicion of vanity and ambition. Soon after, two others were appointed

apostles. The plan was at length abandoned : the unholy passions which

have been hinted at, it is probable- were exercised in the efl'ort to make it

nugatory ; but, be this as it may, the apostles made but a discouraging

report of their success to the association, and none others were ever ap-

pointed. They were viewed as officers ofhuman appointment merely, and this

may explain the facts of opposition to them, and of their final suppression.

"This," says our authority, " is only the old plan of bishops, &c., under a

new name ;" and " either the spirit of free government ran too high among

the churches to submit," or the thing " not being from God, soon fell."

Whatever may have been the cause of its discontinuance, the fact of its

introduction would seem to intimate that the necessity was felt of some-

thing like episcopal supervision.—Semple's History of the Rise and Pronr-

ress of the Baptists in Virginia, pp. 58, 59.
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the law of 1662, the clergy were to receive an annual

stipend in the commodities of the country, equivalent in

value to eighty pounds: but a depreciation in the value

of the chief staple of the country, tobacco, having dimin-

ished the worth of the clergyman's salaries about one-sixth,

to remedy the evil, the legislature of 1727 enacted that

"every minister, received into any parish hy the vestry,"

should have an annual salary of sixteen thousand pounds of

tobacco, together with the cask in which it was packed.

Not less than two hundred acres of land was also directed

to be purchased and appropriated for a glebe in each parish,

and comfortable buildings, where they did not already

exist, were to be provided for the use of the minister at the

expense of the parish. The minister on his part was bound

to keep all the buildings in repair during his incumbency ;

and on failure so to do, he was made liable to an action at

the suit of the churchwardens.

It is evident that this law, however just it may have been

in providing a competent maintenance for the clergy, was

still deficient. The true cause of the evil was left un-

touched, for the clergy were not secured in the enjoyment

of their salaries. It was still optional with the vestries to

receive them, and they might still refuse to present them for

induction, without which they acquired no permanent in-

terest. The usual practice under this enactment was this :

when a parish became vacant, the governor and commis-

sary wrote commendatory letters to the vestry, upon

which the clergyman recommended was generally re-

ceived into the parish, and took benefit of its temporals

and charge of its spirituals, so long as it might please the

people to permit him.*

Before dismissing the subject of clerical salaries, it is due

to the assemblies of Virginia to state, that in general a de-

sire was manifested to make a provision for the mainte-

* Letter to the Clergy of Virginia, by Richard Bland, Esquire.

N
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nance of their ministers as ample as the condition of the

country would allow. The character of Virginia has ever

been marked by a spirit of liberality and generosity, nor

did she detract from that character in her treatment of

the clergy, so far as the amount of salary is concerned

;

thus, when in 1731 a law was passed for the inspec-

tion of tobacco, which in its operation excluded from the

market such as was of inferior quality, the value of the

minister's salaries increased to one hundred, and in some

instances to one hundred and twenty pounds ; and the

legislature interfered not, but allowed them the full benefit

of the increase in value. It should not, however, be con-

cealed, that while thus liberal in providing for temporal

wants, there was a suspicious apprehension of ecclesias-

tical domination, founded upon some of the past incidents

of English ecclesiastical history, which probably led to the

mistake of not securing the clergyman against the caprice

of his flock.
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CHAPTER VI.

1731-1746.

Introduction of Presbyterians—Visit of Mr. Whitfield—Low state of Reli-

gion—Efforts of Morris to revive it—His Character and Conduct—Amus-

ing example of his Simplicity and Ignorance—Charge of the Governor

to the Grand Jury against Presbyterians—Mr. Roan's Case—Help from

Synod in New-York—Reverend Samuel Davies, his Character and La-

bours—Act of Toleration extended to Virginia—Dread of Popery and

New Lights—Commencement of struggle with Dissenters—Morgan

Morgan.

Thus far we have endeavoured to trace the course of the

church in Virginia, while she continued to be almost the

only religious denomination. In her future progress we

shall have occasion to view her in company with other reli-

gious societies, which began to spring up around her. It

has already been seen that a few meetings of Quakers, and

one society of Presbyterians, had obtained something like

a permanent existence within the limits of the colony.

There is, however, evidence that the number of Presbyte-

rian societies was greater than is here named. There was

but one society, it is probable, in the eastern part of the

colony, as stated by Commissary Blair ; but in the more

remote western parts, which had been opened to the enter-

prise of the colonists by the exploring expeditions under

Governor Spottswood, it is believed that there were several

Presbyterian societies. On the western side of the Blue

Ridge, a large proportion of the early settlers, who in the

first instance came from Ireland, and last from Pennsylva-

nia, were dissenters. They were so far removed from the

seat of the colonial government, that they encountered but
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little opposition from the ruling powers, and their congre-

gations were regularly organized and placed under the care

of pastors whose names have come down to us.* In the

year 1740, that extraordinary man, the reverend Mr. Whit-

field, visited Virginia, and experienced a kind reception at

the hands of the commissary, Dr. Blair. At his request,

Mr. Whitfield preached at the seat of government, and in

other places ; and it is not improbable that his ministrations

tended to create an increased interest on religious subjects

among some of the members of the establishment. At any

rate, he obtained a ready and unprejudiced hearing, be-

cause he was a clergyman of the Church of England, and

a deeper sense of piety was exhibited among some of the

establishment soon after his visit.f

It is not calumny to say, that at the period in which de-

partures from the church first took place, religion was in a

deplorably low state. The causes of this have already

been placed before the reader, and they certainly are suffi-

cient to account for the fact. But we must not too hastily

conclude that there was no real piety left in the colony, nor

that the irreligious were all members of the establishment.

On both these points we have the direct testimony of one

who was an eyewitness, and who in fact organized presby-

terianism in Eastern Virginia. " I have reason to hope,"

says he, " there are and have been a few names in various

parts of the colony, who are sincerely seeking the Lord,

and groping after religion in the communion of the Church

of England."J Some such he knew ; while, on the other

hand, he informs us, that " there are and have been in this

colony a great number of Scotch merchants, who were

educated Presbyterians ; but (I speak but what their con-

duct more loudly proclaims) they generally, upon their

arrival here, prove scandals to their religion and country,

• Appendix to Campbell's History + Davies' State of Religion among
of Virginia, p. 304. Dissenters in Virginia, p. 10.

t Ibid. p. 5.
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by their loose principles and immoral practices; and either

fall into an indifTerency about religion in general, or affect

to be polite by turning deists, or fashionable by conforming

to the church."* The testimony of this witness will per-

haps be deemed unexceptionable, when it is stated that he

manifests no bigoted prejudice against the church. " Had
the doctrines of the Gospel," says he, " been solemnly and

faithfully preached in the established church, I am per-

suaded there would have been but few dissenters in these

parts of Virginia ; for their first objections were not against

the peculiar rites and ceremonies of that church, much less

against her excellent articles, but against the general strain

of the doctrines delivered from the pulpit, in which these

articles were opposed, or (which was the more common
case) not mentioned at all ; so that at first they were not

properly dissenters from the original constitution of the

Church of England, but the most strict adherents to it, and

only dissented from those who had forsaken it."f

The task, however, of dwelling upon such a picture is

far from grateful, and therefore we gladly pass on to a

statement of soine of the steps towards reformation. An
individual whose piety it would be wrong to question,

though it was not always tempered with discretion,J seems

to have been made the means of good to many ; and he

certainly was the instrument of introducing several Pres-

byterian clergymen into the eastern part of the colony.

This man, whose name was Morris, having, about this

time, become deeply interested in the salvation of his soul,

and having found comfort in the doctrine of " Christ cruci-

fied," felt himself called on to speak with his neighbours

and friends, and exhort them in conversation to devote

themselves to the service of God. His attainments, if we
may judge from his letters, seem to have been limited, and

* Davies' State of Religion, p. t Ibid. p. 6.

29, note. t Ibid. p. 9.
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he never undertook to preach ; but he read to such of his

neighbours as would become his auditors the few books

which had been profitable to him. Among these, Luther on

Galatians, and some of John Bunyan's works, held a con-

spicuous place. His reading was not without effect, as some

of his hearers entered into his feelings, and manifested an

interest in things spiritual, to which they were before

strangers. It was not long before he added to his little

library a volume of sermons which Mr. Whitfield had

preached in Glasgow, and he forthwith invited his neigh-

bours to come and hear them. Their perusal was so far

blessed, that several were brought to serious reflection,

which resulted in repentance towards God and faith in the

Redeemer. On every Lord's day, and sometimes on other

days of the week, Morris read these sermons at his dwell-

ing, and his neighbours flocked to hear them. At length it

was determined to build a meeting-house for the purpose of

reading only. No prayers were used, for none of the little

flock felt competent to undertake the task of praying ex-

tempore, and the services of the church were probably

associated in their minds with the want of piety so deplo-

rably manifested by many of its members. The fame of

Morris as a reader soon spread, and he obeyed invitations

from other parts of the country at some distance from his

dwelling. But now an obstacle arose to further proceed-

ings, which seems not to have been anticipated. Morris

and his hearers had absented themselves from the worship

of the parish church, contrary to the laws of the land, as

they were informed ; and some of them were summoned

to court to answer for the offence. They appear, however,

on this occasion not to have been seriously molested ; and

there is an amusing simplicity manifested in the ignorance

of Morris and his adherents as to the distinctive names of

the diflerent religious sects in Christendom. They were

asked to declare the denomination to which they belonged .

they knew nothing of any dissenters but the Quakers, and
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they were not disposed to class themselves with them ; at

length, (as Morris himself states,) they were fortunately

relieved from their embarrassment by his recollecting that

Luther was a noted reformer, and that his book had been

useful to them ; and they declared themselves Lutherans,

without having the slightest intention to encroach upon the

rights of another denomination by an appropriation of its

name.

This name they retained until they were better in-

structed in 1743 by the Rev. Mr. Robinson, a Presbyterian

minister, who had been sent by the presbytery of New-
castle to visit Pennsylvania, Virginia, and North Carolina.

Under the guidance of Mr. Robinson, they were taught to

conduct the public worship of God according to the forms

used among Presbyterians, and to the reading of sermons,

extempore prayer and singing were now added. Mr.

Robinson was speedily followed by other clergymen of his

denomination, and now the attention of government seems

to have been excited.

Early in 1745, the governor in an address to the grand

jury of the general court, confined his remarks almost ex-

clusively to the introduction into the colony of a system of

religious worship different from that of the establishment

;

extracts from this address will best exhibit the view taken

by the government.

"I must on this occasion turn to your thoughts, and

recommend to your present service another subject of im-

portance, which, I thank God, has been unusual, but I hope

will be most effectual ; I mean the information I have re-

ceived of certain false teachers that are lately crept into

this government; who, without order or license, or pro-

ducing any testimonial of their education or sect, professing

themselves ministers, under the pretended influence of new
light, extraordinary impulse, and such like satirical and
cnthusiastical knowledge, lead the innocent and ignorant
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people into all kinds of delusion : and in this frantic and

prophane disguise, such is their heterodoxy, that they treat

all other modes of worship with the utmost scorn and con-

tempt; and as if they had bound themselves on oath to do

many things against the religion of the blessed Jesus, that

pillar and stay of the truth and reformed church, to the

great dishonour of Almighty God, and the discomfort of

serious Christians, they endeavour to make their followers

believe that salvation is not to be obtained in their own
communion.

" As this denunciation, if I am rightly advised, in words

not decent to repeat, has been by one of them publicly

affirmed, and shows what manner of spirit they all of them

are of, in a country hitherto remarkable for uniformity in

worship, and where the saving truths of the gospel are

constantly inculcated ; I did promise myself, either that

their preaching would be in vain, or that an insolence so

criminal would not long be connived at.

"And, therefore, since the workers of a deceitful work,

blaspheming our sacraments, and reviling our excellent

liturgy, are said to draw disciples after them, and we
know not whereunto this separation may grow, but may
easily foretel into what a distracted condition, by long for-

bearance, this colony will be reduced, we are called upon

by the rights of society, (and what, I am persuaded, will

be with you as prevailing an inducement,) by the princi-

ples of Christianity, to put an immediate stop to the de-

vices and intrigues of these associated schismatics, who
having, no doubt, assumed to themselves the apostacy of

our weak brethren, we may be assured that there is not

anything so absurd but what they will assert, nor any

doctrines or precepts so sacred but what they will per-

vert, and accommodate to their favourite theme railing

against our religious establishment ; for which, in any

country, the British dominions only excepted, they would

be very severely handled.
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" However, not meaning to inflame your resentment, we
may without breach of charity pronounce, that 'tis not

liberty of conscience, but freedom of speech they so earn-

estly prosecute ; and we are very sure that they have no

manner of pretence to any shelter under the acts of tolera-

tion, because, admitting they have had regular ordination,

they are by those acts obliged, (nor can they be ignorant

of it,) not only to take the oaths, but, with the test, to sub-

scribe, after a deliberate reading of them, some of the arti-

cles of our religion, before they presume to officiate. But

in this indulgent grant, though not expressed, a covenant is

intended, whereby they engage to preserve the character

of conscientious men, and not to use their liberty for a cloak

of maliciousness. So that I say, allowing their ordination,

yet as they have not by submitting to those essential points

qualified themselves to gather a congregation ; or if they

had, in speaking all manner of evil against us, have for-

feited the privilege due to such compliance; insomuch that

they are entirely without excuse, and their religious pro-

fessions are very justly suspected to be the result of Jesuit-

ical policy, which also is an iniquity to be punished by the

judges. I must, therefore, as in duty bound to God and

man, charge you jn tne most solemn manner, to make
strict inquiry after those seducers ; and if they, or any of

them are still in this government, by presentment or in-

dictment to report them to the court, that we who are in

authority under the defender of our faith, and the appointed

guardians to our constitution and state, exercising our

power, in this respect, for the protection of the people com-

mitted to our care, may show our zeal in the maintenance

of the true religion ; not as the manner of some is, by vio-

lent oppression, but in putting to silence by such method

as our law directs, the calumnies and invectives of these

bold accusers, and in dispelling, as we are devoutly dis-

posed, so dreadful and dangerous a combination.

". In short, we should deviate from the pious path we pro-

o
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fess to tread in, and should be unjust to God, to our king,

to our country, to ourselves, and to our posterity, not to

take cognizance of so great a wickedness, whereby the

grace of our Lord Jesus Christ is turned into lascivious-

ness."*

It would be injustice to the character of Governor Gooch,

by whom the foregoing charge was delivered, to consider

it as a mere exhibition of the spirit of bigotry. Rumours

had reached him of intemperate and disrespectful expres-

sions used by the dissenters, which, though probably exag-

gerated, were yet not without some foundation in truth

;

for it would have been strange, indeed, if, under all the cir-

cumstances, nothing had been said against the establish-

ment by the discontented. And fortunately, justice has

been done to the memory of the governor in this transac-

tion, by one whose testimony will not be suspected. The

Rev. Samuel Davies, a Presbyterian divine of high and de-

served reputation both for talent and piety, was, as has been

already stated, the most efficient agent in the introduction of

the Presbyterian system into Eastern Virginia. In the sketch

which he has left of the rise of the Presbyterians in that col-

ony, and to which we have already referred, he thus speaks

of the governor, and by his candour, does honour both to the

subject of his remarks and to himself. " The honourable

Sir William Gooch, our late governor, always discovered

a ready disposition to allovi^ us all claimable privileges, and

the greatest aversion to persecuting measures ; but con-

sidering the shocking reports spread abroad concerning us

by officious malignants, it was no great wonder that the

council discovered considerable reluctance to tolerate us.

Had it not been for this, I persuade myself they would

have shown themselves the guardians of our legal privi-

leges, as well as generous patriots to their country, which

* 3 Burk, 119.
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is the general character given of them."* The charge of

his excellency seems to have been not without effect.

The Rev. Mr. Roan, who had been sent by the presby-

tery of Newcastle, had indulged himself in speaking freely

about the degeneracy of the clergy of the establishment

;

and one of his hearers, whom Morris terms " a perfidious

wretch," deposed that he heard Mr. Roan utter blasphe-

mous expressions in his sermons. An indictment was found

against him, but he retired from the colony. Some of those

who had invited him to preach at their houses were fined.

Mr. Roan, it is scarcely necessary to say, was not guilty

of blasphemy. The very witnesses who had been sum-

moned to sustain the indictment were prepared, on the

trial, to testify in his favour ; and the creature at whose

instigation, and on whose testimony, probably, the bill had

been found, fled the country, and never returned.

The Presbyterians of the colony determined, in their dif-

ficulties, to seek aid from abroad : accordingly, in 1745 a

deputation from Virginia attended a synod in New-York

;

and an address was sent from that body to Sir William

Gooch. The bearers of it, the Rev. Messrs. Tennent and

Finley were received with respect by the governor, and

he gave them liberty to preach. After a short time they

left the colony, and fines were again inflicted upon Presby-

terians for not attending on the services of the establish-

ment. After having been again visited by Mr. Whitfield,

the Rev. Samuel Davies already mentioned was sent by the

presbytery in 1747.

As this gentleman was more instrumental than any other

Presbyterian divine in placing on a secure foundation the

religious denomination to which he belonged, it becomes

necessary to bestow upon him a more enlarged notice. At

the time of Mr. Davies' arrival in Virginia and settlement

in the county of Hanover, according to his own testimony

• Davies' State of Religion, &c., p. 21.
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there were not ten avowed dissenters within one hundred

miles of him.* On his arrival, his first care was to secure

himself and his followers from molestation, by a compliance

with the laws of the colony. The terms on which dissen-

ters were tolerated, were, obtaining a license from some

judicial body for each meeting-house, causing such license

to be put upon record, taking the usual oaths of fidelity to

the government, and subscribing the thirty-nine articles of

the Church of England, with certain enumerated excep-

tions. These exceptions embraced the thirty-fourth, con-

cerning " traditions of the church," the thirty-fifth, " of the

homilies," the thirty-sixth, " of the consecration of bishops

and ministers," and so much of the twentieth as declares

*' the church hath power to decree rites and ceremonies, and

authority in controversies of faith."

With these terms Mr. Davies complied, and obtained

licenses for no less than four meeting-houses, to which,

in a short time, three more were added ; and among the

seven, some of which were forty miles distant from each

other, he divided his labours. Of these meeting-houses,

three were in Hanover county, one in Henrico, one in

Caroline, one in Louisa, and one in Goochland. This

region of country, therefore, may justly be considered

as the birthplace of Presbyterianism in Eastern Virginia.f

The health of Mr. Davies was precarious, but his labours

were unremitting. Possessing talents of a high order,

and gifted with no ordinary share of eloquence, he

readily succeeded in obtaining hearers ; and many who
were at first allured by curiosity or respect for genius,

returned to hear him under the influence of holier motives.

In three years his meeting-houses presented the spectacle

of large and attentive congregations, and among them he

numbered three hundred communicants. In truth, so far

as natural qualifications were concerned, he seems to have

* 2 Douglass's Summary, 380 ; t 2 Douglass's Summary, 379,
Davies, p. 28. 380 ; Davies, 21, 22.
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been admirably adapted to the work on which he entered,

while his piety was beyond all question ; and in the retro-

spect of so much accomplished in a short time, under God,

by the labours of a single man, we are forcibly impressed

with the thought that too much care cannot be manifested

in the selection of the instruments by whom either the great

truths of the Gospel or the peculiarities of a sect are to be

planted and extended. One able and devoted missionary

will accomplish more than ten men of a different stamp.

Mr. Davies, however, did not carry on his work without

encountering opposition. The officers of the government,

who of course adhered to the establishment, strenuously

contended that his proceedings were illegal, inasmuch as

the English " act of toleration" did not extend to Vir-

ginia. This position was denied by the dissenters, who
claimed equal rights with their brethren at home, and the

mutter was brought before the courts of the colony. Pey-

ton Randolph, afterward the first president of congress,

was then attorney-general of Virginia, and the point was

argued, on one occasion, by Mr. Randolph on the one side,

and by Mr. Davies on the other : it is certainly no small

compliment to the latter gentleman to say, that he was able

to argue such a point at all against such an antagonist ; it

is therefore a higher tribute to his abilities to add, that he

was frankly acknowledged to have sustained his cause with

great learning and eloquence.

Upon the disputed point Mr. Davies was in the right

;

and when afterward, by appointment of Princeton College,

he visited England to solicit benefactions, he obtained from

the attorney-general. Sir Dudley Rider, a declaration that

the English act of toleration was the law of Virginia. Forti-

fied by this opinion, on his return, he resumed his labours in

the colony, and continued them until 1759, when he was
appointed president of Princeton College, in which situation

he died.* Before leaving the character of Mr. Davies, it

* Allen'e Biographical Dictionary, p. 330.
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is due to him to remark, that though firm, he was yet in

manner conciliatory : he experienced much kindness from

the reverend Dr. Dawson, the commissary, notwithstanding

the marked difference of opinion between them ; and this

kindness was repaid by sincere respect and affection.*

The successful establishment of the Presbyterians, how-

ever, was not the sole cause of annoyance to the members

of the church ; for about this time was exhibited a fresh

instance of that aversion to popery which, it must be con-

fessed, characterized Virginia during her colonial existence.

The circumstance which called it forth, was the news of

the landing in Scotland of the Pretender, under the auspices

of France. This event produced a strong sensation among

all classes ; and the expressions of loyalty to the reigning

family, and of attachment to the Church of England, were

numerous and unequivocal. The reverend Dr. Dawson,

who had succeeded Dr. Blair both as president of the col-

lege and commissary, convened the clergy, and an address

from that body, transmitted to the king through the medium

of the Bishop of London, breathed a most loyal and anti-

papistical spirit ; while the governor issued his proclama-

tion against Romish priests, who, it was said, came as emis-

saries from Maryland, to seduce the people from their

allegiance.

And to the successful enterprise of the Presbyterians,

and the anticipated inroads of the Papists, it would seem

that there was added the fear of other enemies of the

church; for in 1746 we find the governor issuing his pro-

clamation and forbidding, under the severest penalties, the

meeting of " Moravians, New Lights, and Methodists."f

How numerous these obnoxious dissentients may have

been, or how far his excellency succeeded in suppressing

them, we have not the means of ascertaining ; the proba-

* For a sketch of the rise of Pres- differ in some slight particulars from
byterianism in Virginia, the reader the sketch here presented ; I have

may consult The Literary and Evan- followed Davies.

gelical Magazine, vol. 2, and Miller's t 3 Burk, 124, 5, 6.

Life of Dr. Rogers, ch. 2. These
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bilfty is, however, that after an entrance was once effected,

and a lodgment secured within the colony by the opponents

of the church, they increased in strength notwithstanding

the resistance of those in authority : certain it is, that from

this period onward through a succession of many years,

the course of the church was not free from lets and hin-

derances ; and we may here most properly, it is thought,

fix the commencement of a struggle which was terminated

by her almost entire overthrow.

It is a coincidence singular enough to attract attention,

that the part of our narrative which records the effi)rts

of a layman to introduce the Presbyterian system into the

eastern part of the colony, should also bring into view that

period of time which witnessed the zealous labours of an-

other layman to establish Episcopal services in the western

part of Virginia. It will be remembered that in the east

dissenters were rare ; while in the west, as we have seen,

but few of the inhabitants belonged to the estabhshment

:

they were, for the most part, Presbyterian emigrants from

Ireland originally, and last from Pennsylvania. The name

of one layman is identified with the rise of Presbyterianism

on one side of the mountains ; the simultaneous commence-

ment of the Episcopal church on the other side, is to be

found in the biography of another.

Morgan Morgan was a native of Wales, whence he emi-

grated in early life to the province of Pennsylvania. In

the year 1726 he removed to what is now the county of

Berkeley in Virginia, and built the first cabin which was

reared on the south side of the Potomac, between the Blue

Ridge and the North Mountain. He was a man of ex-

emplary piety, devoted to the church ; and, in the year

1740, associated with Dr. John Briscoe and Mr. Hite, he

erected the first Episcopal church in the valley of Virginia.

This memorial of his zeal, it is believed, is still standing, and

now forms that part of the parish of Winchester which is

known as " Mill Creek Church." But he has left behind
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him other and more valuable records of his quiet and use-

ful life. " He went about doing good," and was most fre-

quently to be found by the bedsides of the sick and the

dying. With no mad zeal, assuming to itself infalUbility

and superior holiness, but with the soberness of a sound

mind and the earnestness of a pious heart, he sought to im-

press upon others the value of the Gospel of Christ ; in this

good work he forgot not his own household, but laboured

to train up his children " in the nurture and admonition of

the Lord." The fruit of his labour was abundantly visible

in the piety of a son who bore his own name; and who, in

the destitution of Episcopal clergymen in western Virginia,

officiated at the early age of sixteen as a lay reader in the

church which his father had erected. The father lived on,

a pattern of piety, enjoying at times, under the ministra-

tions of an Episcopal clergyman, the solemn services and

comfortable sacraments of that church which had his heart's

best affections, until, at the advanced age of seventy-eight,

he died under the roof of that son, whose piety and filial ten-

derness smoothed his passage to the grave.

But clergymen were not always to be had, and Morgan

Morgan had been taught by his father that the public wor-

ship of God was not to be neglected on that account. He
officiated himself, but never was known to assume the dig-

nity nor exercise the duties which belong peculiarly to the

ministry: he confined himself strictly to that which a lay-

man might lawfully do. In the latter years of his life, the

wants of the church were greatly increased from the dis-

tracted state of the country ; and he, like Morris, was

often called from home to perform in vacant churches

those religious duties which were proper for a layman.

Like Morris, too, he obeyed the call ; and as his circum-

stances were easy, he determined, in the urgency of the

case, to devote himself exclusively to the work of keeping

alive and quickening piety in the church of his fathers

;

and thus did he exhibit " the singular spectacle of a lay-



1746.] IN VIRGINIA. 113

man, in his appropriate station, and with due regard to all

the peculiarities and regulations of the church, seeking to

keep up her institutions under circumstances of peculiar

discouragement." The history of his success is thus re-

lated by the writer to whom we are indebted for our

sketch ; and it certainly affords abundant encouragement

to the zeal and efforts of the pious layman who may be

engaged in building up the church. " While the church to

which he belonged shall have existence in the valley of

Virginia, his pious labours must, and will be remembered,

with gratitude. In a dark day, when desolation and death

seemed brooding over her interests, he commenced a career

of active exertion, which was hoping almost against hope;

and by efTorts of the most disinterested nature, revived the

attachment of her friends, and kept her from descending to

the dust. Though encumbered with the weight of years,

and though but a layman, thus precluded from some of the

most interesting exercises, yet his labours were abundantly

blessed by God, and the spirit of piety was kept alive.

Through the counties of Jefferson, Berkeley, and part of

Frederick, Hampshire, and a small portion of Maryland,

he exercised the duties of a lay reader. He was a wel-

come visitant everywhere, and was beloved by rich and

poor ; and, what does not always happen when the ser-

vices of the church are kept up by a layman, he had laj-ge

and attentive audiences. The character of the man was

his passport to respect and attention, and his love for the

church of his fathers stimulated the love of others. It is

firmly believed that the fruits of his labours will be long

traced in the valley of Virginia."*

His bones are now resting in the churchyard of " Mill

Creek Church ;" and though his name on earth was but

little known out of the immediate sphere of his usefulness,

yet, doubtless, " he shall be better known at the resurrec-

tion of the just."

* See Episcopal Recorder, vol. i. No. 5.

P
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CHAPTER VII.

1748-1771.

Lawsuit, Legislation fixing Clergyman's right to Glebes—State of the

Clergy—Substitution of Money for Tobacco in paying Clergy—Difficul-

ties thence arising— Injustice to Clergy—Appearance of Baptists—Their

bitter Enmity—Great Question of the legality of paying the Clergy in

Money—Suit to settle it—Mr. Henry, his first Appearance—Question

settled against the Clergy—Efforts in Virginia to obtain the Episcopate

—Opposed by some of the Clergy—Their Conduct approved by the

Legislature.

Allusion has already oeeii made on a previous page of

this narrative, to the uncertain tenure by which the clergy

held their livings ; and the year on which we are now en-

tering afforded a striking practical illustration of the evils

resulting from the existing system. It will be remembered

that under the act of 1727, ^^ every minister, received into

anyparish by the vestry,''^ was entitled to demand the salary

fixed by law of sixteen thousand pounds of tobacco. After

the passage of this law, the usual mode of proceeding to

supply a vacant parish was, as has been stated, to receive

some clergyman recommended by the governor and commis-

sary, and under such reception the clergyman claimed the

profits of the parish.

It seems that by direction of the vestry of Lunenburg

parish in Richmond county, an individual entered upon the

glebe lands contrary to the wishes of the incumbent, the

reverend Mr. Kay. Mr. Kay brought. an action of tres-

pass against the intruder, and in 1748 the suit came before

the general court for judgment, upon the single point whe-

ther the bare reception of a minister by the vestry, under
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the act of 1727, there having been no formal induction in

the case, would enable the minister to maintain an action

of trespass against one who entered on the glebe lands by

order of the vestry. Judgment was finally rendered for

Mr. Kay on this point, but it was by a divided court ; and

as the matter created much unpleasant excitement through-

out the colony, the assembly, then in session, to prevent a

prejudice against religion by the recurrence of a similar

difhculty, enacted, that "every minister received into a par-

ish is entitled to all the spiritual and temporal benefits of

it, and may maintain an action of trespass against any per-

son or persons who shall disturb him in the possession and

enjoyment thereof."*

This, it is believed, is the first act of legislation which

secured the clergyman against the exercise of that caprice

in a vestry which might, by petty annoyance, lead to a

removal from his charge ; but it certainly was not intended

to prevent the removal of an unworthy incumbent, against

whom a direct accusation of improper conduct could be

preferred ; nor should it have had in its operation the effect

of giving impunity to the wicked and the worthless. It

was therefore a wholesome enactment, and it is only to be

lamented that it was not of earlier date ; had it been, the

church in Virginia would probably have enrolled in its

ministry more men worthy of the sacred office ; but as it

was, it came too late to remedy an evil which for years

had been operating to prevent the best men from seeking

clerical employment in the colony. If the authority of a

contemporary who laboured long and faithfully in Virginia

may be relied on, much the larger part of the clergy were

at this lime deficient in the great duty of placing distinctly

before the people the fundamental truths of the Gospel.

Most of them might, indeed, have led lives externally

decent, at any rate they are not charged with any flagrant

' Bland's Letter to the Clergy of Virginia.
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violations of propriety in their outward deportment ; but

nothing was more common, as we gather from the writer

to whom we are indebted for these facts, than to be con-

fronted, when he enjoined a duty or condemned a sin, with

the inquiry, " Why did not other ministers tell us so? were

they not as wise as you ?" Nay, from some of the clergy

themselves he was compelled to endure opposition and re-

proach ; and opprobrious epithets, calculated to alarm pre-

judice or provoke ridicule, were freely resorted to, to de-

stroy or diminish the effects of his ministry.*

With such priests, it is easy to believe what is recorded

of the people. " The Sabbath day was usually spent by

them in sporting,"-\ and no question seems to have been

made whether the practice was right or wrong. And with

such a people, it is not probable that the errors and vices

of their teachers formed the subject of very serious com-

plaints, or that direct efforts were made often to displace

an unworthy clergyman. The act, therefore, which has

just been recited, it may well be supposed, under all the cir-

cumstances, served as much to impart confidence to wick-

edness, as to afford security to virtue. No wonder is it

that the church languished, while dissenters acquired

strength at her expense. She was not true to herself.

The devout use of her formularies, the faithful preaching

of her doctrines, the consistent piety of her clergy, would

have presented more effectual checks to the growth of dis-

sent than any exertion of civil authority ; these, under God,

are at all times her best bulwarks, for these remove all

grounds of reasonable complaint ; and the absence of these

can never be supplied by the mere support of the arm of

civil power.

In the year 1755, a petition was preferred to the legisla-

ture by the clergy themselves, which furnishes evidence

* The Life of the Rev. Devereux t Ibid, 28.

Jarrat, 28, 86.
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that the picture here presented of that body is not exag-

gerated. The petition sets forth "that the salary appointed

by lavv for the clergy is so scanty, that it is with difficulty

they support themselves and families, and can by no means

make any provision for their widows and children, who
are generally left to the charity of their friends ; that the

small encouragement given to clergymen is a reason why
so few come into this colony from the two universities

;

and that so many who are a disgrace to the ministry find

opportunities tofill the parishes ; and that the raising of the

salary would prove of great service to the colony," and

the petitioners prayed accordingly that their salaries might

be increased. The petition was not granted by the House
of Burgesses ; but it is due to that body to state, that the

country was then engaged in an expensive war with the

French, which called for an unusual taxation of the peo-

ple.* The representations here made of the character of

many of the clergy are sustained by other statements con-

cerning them which have come down to us. In a letter

from Dr. Rundle, bishop of Derry, written in 1740, he

speaks of three ministers whom he had discarded from his

diocess, and to whom he had refused certificates, and yet,

he adds, they " have obtained good livings in America."

The year 1757 was one of unparalleled distress in the

colony : the war just alluded to had not terminated ; and to

increase the privations consequent upon a state of hostility,

there was a failure in the great staple of the country.

There was not a sufficiency of tobacco made in the whole

colony to have afforded to every man who was tithable

two hundred pounds, out of which to pay his taxes. So
great was the scarcity, that the assembly was obliged to

issue money from the public funds to save the population

from starving. In this emergency, the legislature enacted,

that inasmuch as payment in tobacco was impossible, the

* Bland's Letter to Virginia Clergy.
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clergy should receive " a price for iheir salaries, equal to

crop tobacco at eighteen shillings per hundred weight,"

which gave to them for that year one hundred and forty-

four pounds, a salary larger than they had ever received

before.* There, probably, was tobacco enough to have

paid the clergy alone, and the scarcity in the commodity

had of course so much enhanced its value at the time, that

had payment been made in the article itself, its sale would

have yielded to its owners very large returns. Whether

this consideration operated on the minds of the clergy to

produce discontent is unknown ; certain it is, however, that

the law occasioned much murmuring, and the clergy con-

tended that it was a violation of their rights to compel

them to yield to this plan of substitution. A portion of

them was not content patiently to submit; accordingly

they met in convention at the college, and instructed the

Rev. Mr. Camm (who was then the commissary) to make a

representation on the subject to the Bishop of London, or

to the Lords of Trade. It is probable that their complaint

was made to their diocesan, as there is extant a letter from

that prelate to the Board of Trade, in which he inveighs

against this law as being subversive of the rights of the

clergy.t

On the contested point, it will probably, at this day, be

conceded that the clergy were in the right ; and as the

matter in its consequences was one of much moment to the

church, it demands attention. The act of 1757 was not

the first law which had compelled the clergy to receive

money in lieu of tobacco. In 1755, the crop having failed,

the legislature passed " an act to enable the inhabitants of

the colony to discharge their tobacco debts in money for

the present year :" by this act, payments to be made in

tobacco might be satisfied in money, at the rate of sixteen

shillings and eight pence per hundred weight, at the option

* Bland's Letter to Virginia Clergy. t Ibid.
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of the debtor. The act was to continue in force ten months,

and no longer, and did not contain the usual clause of sus-

pension, until it should receive the royal assent. The clear

necessity for the act, and its being made to extend to all

other tobacco creditors as well as ministers, probably satis-

fied the clergy; at any rate they made no objection, and

bore the loss without a murmur. The rich planters, who

had tobacco to sell, received for it fifty or sixty shillings

per hundred weight, while they paid off their debts due in

the commodity at sixteen shillings and eight pence, so that

the law proved to them a source of great profit. Remem-

bering the effect of this law upon their interests, in the

year 1757,* upon a surmise that the crop would be de-

ficient, the act of 1755 was re-enacted. The crop did fail,

and tobacco was again worth fifty shillings. The clergy

felt the hardship thus repeated, and were disposed to re-

sist. The act was attacked by a publication on the part

of Commissary Camm, and this led to a war of pamphlets

between the commissary on the one side, and Colonels

Bland and Carter on the other. The people, who at first

merely laughed, soon became excited by a sense of in-

terest, and so strongly did the popular current set against

the clergy, that the printers of the colony shut their presses

against them, and Mr. Camm at last resorted to Mary-

land for publication.f

This was an unfortunate contest for the church and the

clergy. In every conflict of the kind, the merits of the

question, originally involved in the dispute, are apt to be

lost sight of; and in the ardour of controversy, it is not

unusual for men to transfer their condemnation from

opinions, to those who avow them ; and such there is rea-

son to believe was the course pursued in this instance.

While among the clergy there were some who were above

just suspicion or reproach, it must be owned that as a body

* Mr. Wirt fixes it in 1758. Life t Wirt's Life of Patrick Henry,

of Patrick Henry, 39. . 39, 40.
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they were anything but invulnerable ; and the opportunity

for censure afforded by their conduct was too inviting to

be overlooked by their antagonists. The leading laynnen

looked around, and saw almost every parish supplied with

an incumbent of some sort, while the stale of religion was,

in their view, far from flourishing ; they did not hesitate to

impute this condition of things to the clergy themselves,

and the people at large were ready enough to lend a will-

ing ear to the charge.* It was not that there was any

partiality for the dissenters, for the general sentiment

was against them ;f but there was growing up in men's

minds a gradual alienation from the church, because it was

identified with those who were suspected of being more

anxious to enrich themselves than to benefit the souls of

others, and men began to admit the suspicion that the es-

tablishment was proving a burden instead of a blessing.

Doubtless, injustice was done, in this process, to many a

worthy man, who was made to suffer by the indiscriminate

censure which visited his order, while he probably would

have been as prompt as any one in removing those who had

subjected both the church and himself to undeserved re-

proach. This unfortunate dispute is recorded because it

was one of the links in a chain of causes which was oper-

ating silently but surely for the prostration of the church

:

everything which provoked hostility and awakened preju-

dice, of course prepared men's minds for the final blow

struck in the stormy times of that revolution, to which the

country was even then approaching with unsuspected but

certain step.

It was in the midst of this growing spirit of disaffection

towards the church that a new and, as events proved, a

most inveterate enemy appeared. About the year 1765,

and while the Rev. Mr. Robinson was commissar}^ the

Baptists first made their appearance in Amelia and some

* Life of Jarrat, 79, 83, 86, 102. t Jarrat's Life, 59.
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of the adjacent counties, and by insisting on the peculiar

tenets of their sect, they began to shake the faith of many
who belonged to the church.* It niust not, however, be

supposed that, previous to this time, none of this sect had

been seen in Virginia. The first who came were emi-

grants from England as early as the year 1714; others

also came from Maryland in the year 1743 rf but their in-

crease was but small for a long time after their introduc-

tion. There was a bitterness in the hatred of this denomi-

nation towards the establishment, which far surpassed that

of all other religious communities in the colony; and it

was always prompt (as the future pages of our work

will show) to avail itself of every prejudice which religious

or political zeal could excite against the church. Their

first preachers came from the North, and some few arose

in the South : all met with opposition from those in

power. " The ministers (says Leland) were imprisoned,

and the disciples buffeted." This is but too true. No
dissenters in Virginia experienced for a time harsher treat-

ment than did the Baptists. They were beaten and im-

prisoned ; and cruelty taxed its ingenuity to devise new
modes of punishment and annoyance. The usual conse-

quences followed
;
persecution made friends for its vic-

tims ; and the men who were not permitted to speak in

public, found willing auditors in the sympathizing crowds

who gathered around the prisons to hear them preach from

the grated windows.J It is not improbable that this very

opposition imparted strength in another mode, inasmuch

as it at least furnished the Baptists with a common ground

on which to make resistance ; and such common ground

was in a great degree wanting in their creed ; for not to

speak of their great division into Regulars and Separates,^

The Virginia Baptist Chronicle, + Sample's History of Virginia

by John Leland. (This work I saw Baptists, pp. 1, 344.

in MS., among the papers of the late t Seniple's History of Virginia

E. Hazzard, Esq., of Philadelphia.) Baptists, pages 15, 17, 22, 207, 427.

^ Semple'a History, passim.
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some "held to predestination, others to universal provision;

some adhered to a confession of faith, others would have

none but the Bible ; some practised laying on of hands,

others did not ;"* and, in fact, the only particular in which

there seems to have been unanimity, was in the favourite

exclusive opinion of the sect, that none bat adult believers

are fit subjects of baptism, and that immersion is the only

effectual or authorized mode of administering that sacra-

ment.

It is obvious that no time could have been more inau-

spicious than this, for calling public attention to the contro-

versy with the laity on the subject of substituted payments

in money, in lieu of tobacco. And yet it was not possible

for the clergy, without an entire surrender of their rights,

to let the matter rest. It has been seen that through their

commissary the subject was brought to the notice of the

Bishop of London and the Lords of Trade, and finally it

came before the king and council. The act of 1757 was
denounced by his majesty as a usurpation, and he declared

it utterly null and void. Sustained by this declaration, the

clergy resolved not to yield, but to bring the question up

for a judicial decision. Accordingly, suits were com-

menced, in several of the counties, by the clergy to recover

their stipends in tobacco. As the decision in one cause

would settle the principle in all, it was not necessary to

bring all to trial ; and to test the success of the experiment,

it was resolved to try the action brought by the reverend

Mr. Maury in the county of Hanover.

The case, as presented to the court, was briefly this

:

the plaintiff^'s declaration was founded on the law of 1748,

which gave specifically sixteen thousand pounds of tobacco.

To this, the defendant pleaded specially the act of 1757,

which allowed payment to be made in money, at the rate

of sixteen shillings and eight pence per hundred weight.

* Leiaml.



1763.] IN VIRGINIA. 123

To this plea the plaintifT demurred on two grounds : first,

that the act of 1758 had never received the royal assent

and was therefore not law ; and secondly, liiat the king,

in council, had declared that act to be null and void. In

1703 the case came on for argument upon the demurrer.

The court sustained the demurrer; thereby deciding that

the plea of the defendant was no good defence, and, of

course, that the act of 1748, under which the clergy claimed

the specific tobacco, was unrepealed. This was, in effect,

a decision of the cause for the clergy ; but, before a final

judgment, certain other steps were necessary. It having

been settled that the defence made was not a good one, if

, the defendant had none better to offer, it only remained to

inquire by a jury the amount of damages which the plaintiff

had sustained, and to render a final judgment on their find-

ing. The defendants had not pleaded over after the judg-

ment on the demurrer, and the case stood upon a writ of

inquiry of damages ; and nothing was more reasonable

than the expectation of the clergy that the jury would at

once render a verdict for their claim under the act of 1748.

In fact, the counsel originally employed by the defendant

looked upon this result as inevitable, candidly said so to his

client, and retired from the cause. And such, probably,

would have been the result, but for the celebrated Patrick

Henry. He had been employed upon the withdrawal of

the former counsel ; and as the very loose practice of the

county courts of that day permitted great latitude of remark

in advocates, when he came before the jury, instead of en-

tering upon a calm investigation of the amount of damages

actually sustained, he skilfully played upon the passions of

his hearers, aroused their prejudices, and poured forth tor-

rents of eloquence upon the decision of the king in council,

as indicating a wanton disregard of the true interests of a

suffering people, and a heartless contempt of their necessi-
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ties.* It is very certain that all this had nothing to do with

the question before the jury ; but they readily imbibed sen-

timents so much in accordance with their interests, and so

agreeable to their prejudices against the clergy ; and, carried

away by an eloquence as extraordinary as it was unex-

pected, (for it was Mr. Henry's first cause in any court,) they

yielded to their feelings, and returned a verdict of one

penny damages. The court, influenced as much as the

jury by the fascinating powers of the advocate, unani-

mously refused to grant a new trial ; and this refusal was

received with a shout of acclamation by the crowd both

within and without the house. The people, in fact, looked

upon it as their cause ; the triumph of Mr. Henry was their

triumph : and a striking picture (>f the spirit of the populace

in this matter is afforded in the fact, that as soon as the de-

cision was made, the people, in spite of all efforts made by

the officers to preserve order in the court, seized Mr. Henry

at the bar, bore him out of the courthouse, and raising him

on their shoulders, carried him, in a sort of triumphal pro-

cession, about the courtyard. It was, indeed, a sponta-

* A picture of the scene here described, together with a sketch of this

remarkable speech, has been preserved by one who witnessed its effect with

the deepest interest, even by Mr. Maury himself. The report of Mr.

Maury does not fully sustain the glowing description given by the biogra-

pher of Mr. Henry ; but, with a degree of candour most honourable to

Mr. Maury, it does show that the advocate possessed extraordinary powers

of eloquence. It was in the course of this speech, says Mr. Maury,

that, when Mr. Henry declared that a king who annulled and dis-

allowed laws of a salutary nature, instead of being the father, degenerated

into the tyrant of his people, that the opposing advocate cried oat, " He has

spoken treason." The bench, however, did not think so, and Mr. Henry

proceeded without interruption in the delivery of as bold a philippic as ever

Bubject uttered against his sovereign. Calling to mind the relation in

which Virginia then stood to the crown of England, it must be confessed

that the speech contained much more treason than logic : it was an appeal

to men's passions, not to their understandings, and was managed with con-

summate address.—MS. letter from Mr. Maury to the reverend Mr. Caiam,

furnished to the author by James Maury, Esq.
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neous though undignified tribute to the extraordinary pow-

ers of a very extraordinary man ; but it was also the

triumph of wrong over right.

The news of the defeat of the clergy, connected as it

was with the unlooiied-for display of Mr. Henry's elo-

quence, spread with rapidity through the colony ; and so

decided was public sentiment, that the clergy, hopeless of

success, never brought any of the other cases to trial ; they

were all dismissed by the plaintiffs. In Mr. Maury's case

no appeal was taken ; and Mr. Camm assigns as the reason

for this, that the legislature voted money to support the

defendants in the appeal, and the clergy were too poor to

contend against the wealth of the public treasury. It is

not known with certainty that the assembly made provision

to sustain the defendants in this particular case ; though

the journals show, in 1767, an engagement to defend all

suits brought by the clergy for their salaries, payable on

or before the last day of May, 1759.*

With all the prejudices which resulted from the transac-

tions just related, operating against the church, no time

could have been more inauspicious for agitating another

question, to the history of which the course of events has

now brought us. For many years, applications had been

repeatedly made by members of the church in this country

for a resident bishop. In the first instance, these applica-

tions issued alike from laity and clergy ; a variety of cir-

cumstances, fully recorded in a future volume of this work,

had conspired to defeat the success of the applications, and

sometimes when they seemed to be on the eve of accom-

plishment.

Notwithstanding all disheartening events, they were,

however, still continued, and principally by the clergy of

some of the northern colonies. New-York and New-Jer-

sey, with the occasional aid of Connecticut, were conspicu-

* See Wirt'B Life of Patrick Henry, section 1.
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ous in these solicitations. Tiiey spared no efforts to bring

into their views their brethren of the other colonies, in the

reasonable expectation that a unanimous appeal to the

church of the mother country would not be disregarded.

The clergy of New-York and New-Jersey entered into a

voluntary union, known as " The United Convention of New-
York and New-Jersey ;" and from the manuscript records

of that body kept by the late Bishop Seabury, who then

resided in New-York, and was its secretary, the fiict is

ascertained that the reverend Dr. Cooper, then president

of King's (now Columbia) College in New-York, and the

reverend Mr. M'Kean, missionary at Amboy in New-

Jersey, were specially deputed to visit the southern part of

the continent, for the purpose of securing the co-operation

of their brethren in that region in procuring an American

episcopate.*

It must not, however, be supposed that the unanimity

which had marked the earlier applications on this subject

still continued. The laity were now nearly ripe for the

revolution which soon commenced ; and bishops were an

object of suspicion to many who truly loved the church,

because, in their minds, the civil and ecclesiastical constitu-

tions of the mother country were identified ; the political

aspect of affairs, therefore, presented to the laity a new

and serious obstacle to the measure ;t and in their opin-

ions there were not wanting many of the clergy who
concurred.

It was while affairs were in this posture, that, in April,

1771, Mr. Camm, the commissary, by public advertisement,

requested a general attendance of the clergy of the colony

at the college, on the fourth of May. There were at that

time more than one hundred churches in Virginia, and most

of them were furnished with ministers. On the appointed

Journals of the United Conven- t Bishop White's Memoirs, p. 51.

tion of 1707, pp. 32, 33, 34, 35 ; Sea-

bury MSS.
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day a number of the clergy met, and a proposition was
made to address the king in behalf of an American episco-

pate. Tiie whole number of clergymen in attendance was,

however, so small, that most of them desired the commis-
sary to convene another meeting, and to inform those sum-

moned of the proposition which would be considered at

the meeting. This was accordingly done ; and on the

fourth of June, the day appointed for the meeting, twelve

clergymen only appeared. This number was less than

that which had attended the previous meeting, and a ques-

tion very naturally arose, whether so small a portion of the

clergy could with propriety be deemed a convention of the

Virginia clergy. This having been settled in the affirma-

tive, though not without opposition, it was then proposed

to address his majesty on the subject of the episcopate, and

the proposition was rejected, A third question was then

presented for consideration, on the propriety of addressing

the Bishop of London for his opinion and advice, and all

concurred in the adoption of such a measure.

The business of the meeting, it would seem, should here

have terminated ; but before adjournment, a successful

effort was made to reconsider the vote upon the subject of

an address to the king, and such an address was finally

resolved on. This proposition to reconsider was very

warmly opposed by the Rev. Messrs. Henly and Gwatkin,

two of the professors in the college ; but it is due to both

these gentlemen to add, that their opposition was entirely

on grounds unconnected with the question of church gov-

ernment or ministerial imparity: they distinctly avowed
their cordial and conscientious approval of the episcopal

system, and resisted the present effort on considerations

of expediency alone. The arguments by which they sus-

tained their opposition were founded upon, 1. respect for

the Bishop of London ; 2. the disturbances occasioned by

the stamp act; 3. a recent rebellion in North Carolina, but

just suppressed ; and 4, the general clamour at that time
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against the introduction of bishops. The vote to address

the king was adopted, notwithstanding the opposition ; a

connmittee was appointed to apply to such of the clergy as

were not present for their signatures to the purposed ap-

plication, and Mr. Henly and Mr. Gwatkin solennnly pro-

tested against the whole proceeding in the following

terms :

—

" First, because, as the number of the clergy in this colony

is at least a hundred, we cannot conceive that twelve cler-

gymen are a sufficient representation of so large a body.

"Secondly, because the said resolution contradicts a

former resolution of the same convention, which puts a

negative upon the question, ^whether the king should he ad-

dressed upon an American episcopate.' And that an as-

sembly met upon so an important an occasion, should re-

scind a resolution agreed to and entered down but a few

minutes before, is in our apprehension contrary to all order

and decorum.

" Thirdly, because the expression American episcopate

includes a jurisdiction over the other colonies ; and the

clergy of Virginia cannot, with any propriety, petition for

a measure which, for aught that appears to the contrary,

will materially affect the natural rights and fundamental

laws of the said colonies, without their consent and appro-

bation.

" Fourthly, because the establishment of an American

episcopate, at this time, would tend greatly to weaken the

connection between the mother country and her colonies, to

continue their present unhappy disputes, to infuse jealousies

and fears into the minds of Protestant dissenters, and to

give ill-disposed persons occasion to raise such distur-

bances as may endanger the very existence of the British

empire in America.

" Fifthly, because we cannot help considering it as ex-

tremely indecent for the clergy to make such an applica-
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tion without the concurrence of the president, council, and

representatives of this province ; a usurpation directly

repugnant to the rights of mankind.

" Sixthly, because the Bishops of London have always

hitherto exercised ecclesiastical jurisdiction over this col-

ony; and we are perfectly satisfied with the mild, just, and

equitable government of our excellent diocesan, the present

Lord Bishop of London ; and do think a petition to the

crown to strip his lordship of any part of his jurisdiction,

but an ill return for his past labours, and contrary to our

oath of canonical obedience. We do further conceive, as

it had been unanimously determined by this very conven-

tion that his lordship should be addressed for his opinion

relative to this measure, the clergy ought to have waited

for his lordship's paternal advice, before they had pro-

ceeded any further in an affair of such vast importance.

" Seventhly, because we have particular objections to

that part of the resolution by which the committee are

directed to apply, as it is termed, /or the hands of the ma-

jority of the clergy of this colony : a method of proceeding,

in our opinion, contrary to the universal practice of the

Christian church, it having been customary for the clergy

to sign all acts of an ecclesiastical nature in public conven-

tion ; whereas, the manner of procuring their concurrence

now proposed, is unworthy the decorum and dignity by

which so venerable a body ought ever to be guided."

Whatever may be thought of the insufficiency of some

of these grounds of protest, it will probably be conceded of

the rest that they were not without weight ; at least such

seems to have been the opinion of others of the clergy

besides Messrs. Henly and Gwalkin ; for the Rev. Messrs.

Hewitt and Bland subsequently joined in the foregoing

protest; while the opinion of the laity on the subject, was

very strongly indicated by a unanimous vote of the legisla-

ture, in the following words :
—" Resolved, nemine contra-

R
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dicente, that the thanks of this House be given to the Rev,

Mr. Henly, the Rev. Mr. Gwatkin, the Rev. Mr. Hewitt,

and the Rev. Mr. Bland, for the wise and well-timed oppo-

sition they have nf>ade to the pernicious project of a few

mistaken clergymen, for introducing an American bishop ;

a measure, by which much disturbance, great anxiety, and

apprehension would certainly lake place among his ma-

jesty's faithful American subjects ; and that Mr. Richard

Henry Lee and Mr. Bland do acquaint them therewith."*

When it is remembered that the majority of the legisla-

ture belonged to the establishment, the conclusion will,

probably, not be deemed erroneous, that the opposition

rested almost entirely upon political considerations ; and

such a conclusion derives confirmation from the fact, that

fifteen years afterward, Mr. Lee, wlw was appointed to

convey the thanks of the House to the protesting clergy,

as president of congress lent his aid to the efforts made to

procure consecration for Bishops White and Prevost, and

certified that they sought nothing in their application in-

consistent with the civil institutions of the United States.^

The circumstances here related led to an unfortunate

alienation between the clergy of the northern provinces,

who desired a bishop, and such of the Virginia clergy as

had opposed the recent measures in that colony. The

history of this alienation is preserved in the pamphlets of

the day, to which these Virginia proceedings gave birth.

On the part of the northern ministers was published " An
Address from the Clergy c. New-York and New-Jersey

to the Episcopalians in Virginia," which was replied to in

a spirited pamphlet by Mr. Gwatkin. These publications,

however, satisfactorily show that, save on one point, both

parties entertained the same opinion ; that point was the ex-

pediency, at that time, of making the proposed effort. In

fact, Mr. Gwatkin declared explicitly that the authors of the

* 3 Burk, 364, 6. Bishop White's Memoirs, 62
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protest had " not any aversion to episcopacy in general,

to that mode of it established in England, or even to an

American episcopate introduced at aproper time, hy proper

authority, and in a proper manner :^^ the opposition to an
•' immediate establishment," he stated to be " a prudential

regard to the practicable, a desire to preserve peace, heal

divisions, and calm the angry passions of an inflamed peo-

ple." And at this distance of time, it will probably be

acknowledged that on the question of expediency, the Vir-

ginia clergy judged wisely. In the temper of the times,

the application could not but have proved unsuccessful ;

to make it, therefore, could only serve to exasperate a very

large portion of the colonists, without the prospect of ob-

taining the end desired.
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CHAPTER VIII.

1772-1778.

Appearance of the Methodists—Their adherence to the Church—Conduct

of the Episcopal Clergy in the Revolution—Many of them Whigs—Some

become Officers in the Continental Army— Conduct of the Baptists at

breakinor out of the Revolution— Petitions of Presbyterians, Baptists,

and others against the Church—Counter Petitions—Act of 1776 destroy-

ing Establishment—Distress of the Clergy—Their Treatment—Legis-

lative Proceedings of 1777 and 1778—Ordinations by the Methodists,

condemned by Mr. Asbury.

Odr attention must now be directed to another religious

denomination, which, upon its first appearance, claiming

alliance with the church, received countenance from some

of its clergy ; but which ultimately proceeded to the length

of an entire separation. It was about the period of time

which we have now reached that the Methodists began to

increase in Virginia. There were doubtless individuals,

and, it may be, preachers of that society, to be found in the

colony before 1772;* but they seem thus far not to have

made any very strong impression, and certainly one not

hostile to the church. In truth, they professed to belong to

the church ; and as a portion of their subsequent success

is attributable to this circumstance, a brief review of facts

connected with that society becomes necessary.

It is well known, that until the latter years of his life,

the founder of " Methodism," (Mr. John Wesley,) who was

a presbyter of the Church of England, professed a strong

attachment to that church, and gave, to his followers in the

• Vide ante, p. 110, Gov. Gooch's Proclamation against the Methodists.
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mother country, a list of " reasons for not separating from

the church," the good sense of which was unfortunately

forgotten by him at a subsequent period. In his " farther

appeal to men of reason and religion,"* he thus addresses

the members of the Church of England:—"We do not

dispute concerning any of the externals or circumstantials

of religion. There is no room ; for we agree with you

therein. We approve of, we adhere to them all ; all that

we learned together when we were children, in our cate-

chism and common prayer book. We were born and bred

in your own church, and desire to die therein." " We hold,

and ever have done, the same opinions which you and we
received from our forefathers." " We approve both the

doctrines and discipline of our church, and inveigh only

against ungodliness and unrighteousness." In accordance

with these sentiments the first Methodists in America acted.

Their preachers were all laymen ; they never administered

the sacraments, but received the Lord's Supper themselves

at the hands of the clergy of the Church of England ; and

they claimed to be nothing more than members of a reli-

gious society formed within the bosom of the established

church at home, and extended to America.f The language

of the Methodist preachers was, that " all who left the

church left the Methodisls."J Nay, such was the avowed

attachment of the society, that in public opinion it was so

far identified with the church, as to share with it the odium

which from political causes then rested upon the establish-

ment in Virginia. The Methodists were suspected of being

inimical to the liberties of America.^ This suspicion, in

the minds of many, originated in nothing but the known
adherence of the society to an ecclesiastical system which

had the support of the civil power. It derived strength

afterward from the fact, that Mr. Wesley, who, in the com-

Paffc 134. i Il)id. 110.

t Jarratt's Life, 108. ^ J bid. 110, 112.
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mencement of the dispute between England and the colo-

nies had defended the latter, suddenly changed his opinions,

and wrote and preached against the American cause with

so much warmth as to provoke this memorable rebuke from

the celebrated Junius:—"You have forgotten the precept

of your Master, that God and mammon cannot be served

together. You have one eye upon a pension, and the other

upon heaven ; one hand stretched out to the king, the other

raised up to God. 1 pray that the first may reward you,

and the last forgive you." The term rebels, was, from the

influence of Mr. Wesley's opinions on his English follow-

ers, one of frequent application to the American Method-

ists by their English brethren ; and thus were they sub-

jected to the misfortune of a double suspicion, which on

one side or the other must have been misplaced.

Their profession of regard, however, obtained for them,

as has already been hinted, favour from some of the clergy

of Virginia, and in one instance at least, if not in more, the

pulpit of the parish church was surrendered for the use of

the lay preacher.* The evil eftects of this kindness were

felt by the church, after the final separation of the Method-

ists from the establishment ; for there were those who,

having once been taught to regard them as brethren, and

ignorant of the extent to which the separation had been

carried, could not be made to understand that on the im-

portant subject of the Christian ministry differences of

opinion existed which were irreconcilable.f

As the political aspect of affairs became more gloomy,

* Jarratt's Life, p. 108.

t The late Bishop Ravenscroft of North CaroHna has been heard to say,

that in the discharge of his duties as a parish priest in Virginia, he some-

times encountered aged churchmen, who could not understand that there

were any subjects of disagreement between the church and the Methodists.

Their language was, " Father Jarratt gave us all to the Methodists." It

should be added that Father Jarratt lived long enough to see the error of his

course in this particular. See Jarratt's Life, p. 120, et seq.
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it may well be supposed that the absorbing topic was the

approaching struggle which the wisest patriots of America

now began to perceive was inevitable. The whole conti-

nent was ripe for resistance, and awaited but the first blow

to fly to arms. In this mood of mind, it was, of course, to be

expected that the hostility towards the church in Virginia,

would become more confirmed in the breasts of all who

took part with the colonies. The clergy were generally

friends to the mother country :—attached to it by the cir-

cumstance of birth, and bound as they were individually

by the oath of allegiance, it would be unjust hastily to con-

demn them for their preference. With many of them

scruples of conscience really existed, as to the propriety or

lawfulness of a resort to arms under all the circumstances.

Admit the fact that the view which they entertained was

erroneous, (as it certainly was,) still it might have been,

and in many cases was, a very honest error. The ques-

tion, as to the proper course to be pursued, was one on

which honest and intelligent men might easily difler, with-

out justifying an imputation, on the one hand, of a want of

understanding and disregard of liberty ; or, on the other, of

a spirit of rebellion and the guilt of treason.

The subject is one of so much delicacy, that even

now it is dangerous to discuss it, from fear of misappre-

hension. The period has hardly yet arrived for the exer-

cise of a dispassionate judgment upon the events con-

nected with the history of the American revolution. There

is an association formed, from the cradle, between names

and things, which the men of this generation have not

yet outgrown : the watchwords of party in the stormy

times of the revolution, have, in modern days, a power to

awaken emotions akin to those which glowed in the bosoms

of our ancestors. Before, therefore, we condemn all who,

in the perilous struggle, took part with the mother country,

we should place ourselves, in imagination, in their situation,

and it may serve to temper the harshnessof our judgment.
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About to embark, and with seeming hopelessness, in a

struggle with a power which from infancy had been an ob-

ject of veneration, and fideUty to which had been inculcated

as a virtue from the very cradle ;—with that fidelity further

guarantied by a solemn oath, from which, it was sup-

posed, nothing could absolve the conscience of an honest

man ; and with a feeling of patriotism, which it is hard to

eradicate from the bosom of an upright man, (for it must

be remembered that England was the birthplace of many

of the loyalists, and arose upon their memories surrounded

with all the cherished endearments of /iome;)—under such

circumstances, it must be confessed that there were many

inducements which might lead the judgment to pause ere

that decisive step was taken which, in the event of success,

severed a man for ever from the spot of his birth ; and, in

the event of defeat, classed him among those who were

traitors to its interests.

It is not intended, by these remarks, to express approba-

tion of the opinions of such of the clergy as adhered to the

cause of England ; for the contest, on the part of these

colonies, was a righteous resistance, into which they were

forced ; and it is therefore thought that the clergy erred ;

but it is also thought that there is some extenuation of that

error, a notice of which is demanded by a sense of justice.

But the error was not confined to the clergy, a portion of

the laity adopted their opinions ; it was, however, very

small, for the great mass of the population in Virginia was

opposed to England, and this rendered the situation of the

clergy only the more disagreeable. Nor were all the

clergy loyalists ; they numbered in their ranks some sturdy

republicans, though these formed a minority, including not

quite one-third of the whole body.* Upon the loyal clergy,

* The enemies of the Episcopal church have but too often been ready to

arouse prejudice by representing churchmen, generally, as opposed to the

cause of the colonies in the struggle for independence. There certainly

was no state more forward than Virginia in the War of the Revolution, and
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more than upon nny other class in the community, it may
be said, there rested the weight of popular odiiiai ; and the

burden, when shared with others, was shared with the

Methodists.

In 1775, the storm which had so long been gathering,

burst upon Atnerica, and the first blood was spilled at

Lexington. Every colony was speedily on the alert, and

a voluntary convention of the delegates to the Virginia

legislature, meeting after ils adjournment, succeeded the

last royal assembly which was ever held in "the ancient

dominion." The Baptists were not slow in discovering the

advantageous position in which the political troubles of the

country had placed them. Their numerical strength was

such as to make it important to both sides to secure their

influence; they knew this, and therefore determined to

turn the circumstance to their profit as a sect. Persecu-

tion had taught them not to love the establishment, and

they now saw before them a reasonable prospect of over-

turning it entirely. In their association, they had calmly

discussed the matter, and resolved on their course : in this

course they were consistent to the end ; and the war

which they waged against the church, was a war of exter-

yet a large majority of its inhabitants were Episcopalians. Of the clergy

may be named Bishop Madison, Messrs. Bracken, Belmaine, Buchanan,

Jarratt, Griffith, Davis, and others who were avowed and decided partisans

of the colonies. Nay, in one instance, a clergyman of Virginia, the Rev.

Mr. Muhlenberg, relinquishing his charge, accepted the commission of col-

onel in the American army, raised his regiment among his own parishioners,

and served through the whole of the war, from which he retired, at its close,

with the rank of brigadier-general. (Thatcher's Military Journal, 152.)

•The Rev. Mr. Thruston, of Frederick county, also bore arms as a colonel in

the continental service. Of the laity, were General Washington, Patrick

Henry, Richard Henry Lee, the mover of the Declaration of Independence,

his brother, Francis Lightfoot Lee, one of the signers, George Mason, Ed-

mund Pendleton, Peter Lyons, Paul Carrington, W^illiam Fleming, William

Grayson, with the families of the Nelsons, and Meades, and Mercers, and

Harrisons, and Randolphs, and hundreds of other names, deservedly dear to

Virginia.

S
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mination. They seem to have known no relentings, and

their hostility never ceased for seven-and-twenly years.*

They revenged themselves for their sufferings, by the al-

most total ruin of the church: and now commenced the

assault, for, inspired by the ardours of a patriotism which

accorded with their interests, or willing to avail themselves

of a favourable opportunity to present, in their case, an ad-

vantageous contrast to a part of the church, they addressed

the convention, and informed that body that their religious

tenets presented no obstacle to their taking up arms and

fighting for the country; and they tendered the services of

their pastors in promoting the enlistment of the youth of

their religious persuasion. They presented, also, to the

convention a petition, in which they made, the certainly

reasonable request, " that they might be allowed to wor-

ship God in their own way, withoat interruption ; that they

might be permitted to maintain their own ministers, sep-

arate from others; that they might be married, buried, and

the like, without paying the clergy of other denomina-

tions."'f A complimentary answer was returned to their

address; and an order was made that the sectarian clergy

should have the privilege of performing divine service to

their respective adherents in the army, equally with the

regular chaplains of the established church. J This, it is

believed, was the first step made towards placing the

clergy, of all denominations, upon an equal footing in

Virginia.

This was, ere long, succeeded by another measure,

which gave a decisive blow to the establishment. The
" declaration of rights," which had been made in the early*

part of 1776, had proclaimed to all men the free exercise

of religion; but the statutory provisions and common law

doctrines concerning the church had not been formally re-

* Journals of Convention of Au- t Semple's History of Virginia
gust 16, 177.5, p. 17. Richmond Baptists, pp. 2.5, 26, 27, 62.

edition of 1816. t 4 Burk, 59.
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pealed or altered. The legislature, which was convened

in October of 1776, was therelorc addressed by numerous

petitions, from various parts of the slate, entreating for all

religious sects "protection in the full exercise of their sev-

eral modes of worship, and exemption from the payment

of all taxes for the support of any church whatever, further

than what might be agreeable to their own private choice

or voluntary obligation."* Of these petitioners, some

prayed that all " church eslahlisJunenls" might be put down;

"all taxes on conscience" removed ; that the right of "pri-

vate judgment" might be unrestrained, and each individual

left "to rest upon bis own merit." Others simply asked to

be freed from the payment of parochial charges, except for

the support of their own clergy and poor. The presbytery

of Hanover sought the entire demolition of all laws which

made, or gave precedence to, an establishment; prayed

that all religious sects might be protected in their modes of

worship; and that the support of religion might be left

entirely to voluntary contribution ; they stated that there

was " no argument in fiwour of establishing the Christian

religion, but what may be pleaded in favour of the tenets

of Mohammed, by those who believe the AIcoran."f

In these petitions, all classes in the community, with the

exception of Churchmen and Methodists, joined ; these sent

in their respective petitions for the continuance of the es-

tablishment ;J and if the testimony of the Baptist chronicler

may be relied on, the alliance between their opponents will

scarce be thouuht to deserve the epithet, holy; for we are

informed by him, that "the Presbyterians, Baptists, Qua-

kers, deists, and the covetous, all prayed for this ;"§ thus

presenting a strange and unnatural union of discordant

materials, to be employed in the prostration of one form of

Journal of the Virginia House t Journals of Convention, p. 25.

of Delegates for 1776, pp. 7, 15, 21, Richmond edition, 1828,

24, 26, 35, 48. t Ibid. p. 47.

() Leland's Chronicle.
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religion, and the setting up of others. The Baptists, though

not to be outdone in zeal, were surpassed in ability by the

Presbyterians ; and among many well written memorials

from thai denomination, the ablest will probably be thought

to have come from the presbytery of Hanover, the scene

of Mr. Davies' former labours, and the birthplace of Presby-

terianism in Eastern Virgmia.

It has been said that, at this time, the dissenters from

the establishment constituted at least two-thirds of the

people;* and the fact may be so; though there are cir-

cumstances which would seem to render it doubtful.

Only fourteen years prior to this time, according to the

evidence of an eyewitness, whose pursuits were likely

to make him familiar with the various shades of religi-

ous opinion in Virginia, the general sentiment of the

eastern part of the state was opposed to the dissenters.f

There must, therefore, within a comparatively short space

of time, have been a most extraordinary cliange of reli-

gious opinion, if the friends of the church had in fourteen

years been reduced to a third, or less than a third, of the

whole population. In addition to this, as will be seen pres-

ently, the friends of the church, in resisting these petitions,

besought the legislature to submit the question of the over-

throw of the establishment to the great body of the people ;J

thus indicating at least the belief that their numerical

strength exceeded that of their opponents. The point is

one, however, of little moment ; for if the measure sought

by the petitioners was one legally and morally right, it

should have been adopted, even had no one solicited it

;

and if wrong, no numbers applying for it could make its

adoption proper. It is thought that if the course adopted

by Virginia requires any apology at all, it has better ground

* 4 Burk, 180. This volume is t Jarratt's Life, 69.

a continuation of Burk, by Jones and X 4 Burk, 182.

Girardin. 1 Jefferson's Works, 31.
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to stand on than is furnished by the religious opinions of a

majority of the inhabitants.

The grounds on which the petitioners in general rested

their claim were, that they laboured under burdens and

restrictions inconsistent with equal rights, in tha compul-

sory payment of taxes for the support a church to which

they neither ''d, nor could conscientiously belong. This

hardship, it was urged, was more particularly felt in the

frontier counties, which possessed an abundant population,

composed mostly of dissenters, upon whom had fallen the

heavy burden of purchasing glebes and supporting the

estabUshed clergy, where but few Episcopalians could be

found to share the expense or reap the advantage. The
temporal interests of the whole community, it was urged,

would be promoted by allowing to every man the liberty

of enjoying without restraint the rights of conscience : the

nature of Christianity, it was said, was such that it might

safely be intrusted to its own purity for its preservation,

without calling in the aid of the civil power ; that no being

but the Creator himself could authoritatively prescribe the

mode of rendering to him that homage which he demanded

as his due : and the severity of some of the earlier laws,

imposing penalties on the unfortunate Quakers, was com-

plained of as unworthy of an enlightened people. The
practical evils resulting from the last cause mentioned,

were nothing ; for, from the testimony of an historian far

from friendly, we learn that the general liberality of opinion

difiused throughout Virginia had greatly mitigated, and,

it may be said, annulled in practice, most of these penal

regulations. A mild and tolerating spirit, he says, ani-

mated even the Episcopal clergy ; and dissenters of every

denomination were regarded with Christian charity and

benevolence.*

* 4 Burk, 180
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The counter memorials, on the part of the church and

Methodists, solicited the continuance of the establishment

upon principles of justice, oi wisdom, and of policv. First,

of justice : it was said that when the clergy of the estab-

lished church undertook the care of parishes in Virginia,

they depended upon the public faith for receiving, during

life, or good behaviour, a fair compensation for their ser-

vices ; this was promised by the laws of the land, and had

become a vested right, held by a tenure not less sacred

than that by which each citizen held his private property.

As to such of the clergy as had no cures, it was argued,

that having entered into holy orders, after spending their

early years in making preparation, with expectations rea-

sonably built upon existing laws, such expectations could

not now be frustrated without imposing upon them an act

of injustice. On the ground of wisdom, it was urged that

all experience had shown that a religious establishment in

a state was conducive to peace and happiness ; the practice

of men being regulated by their opinions, it was wise in

a state to afford security for the permanent maintenance of

opinions, which, derived from the doctrines of Christianity,

would give stabihty to virtue, and confidence to truth. And
on considerations of policy, the continuance of the estab-

lishment was urged, because, should all denominations be

placed by law on a level, such equality could not long con-

tinue : attempts would be made by the most powerful to

extort an acknowledgment of superiority, or, at any rate

to exercise the power which such superiority conferred

;

and the contests, thus engendered, could not but give birth

to confusion, and perhaps civil commotion. And, finally,

the memorialists prayed that, before a decision was made,

the question might be submitted to the people at large, as

they had the best reasons for believing that a majority of

the citizens desired the continuance of the church establish-

ment.*

* Journals of 1776, p. 47 ; 4 Burk, 180, et seq. ; 1 Jefferson's Worka, 33.
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The subject involved in these mennorials underwent a

long and solemn debate. The great advocates for the

church were Mr. Pendleton and Robert Carter Nicholas

;

and its great opponent, Mr. Jefferson, represents the strug-

gle as having been the severest in which he was ever en-

gaged.* " The petitions were referred to the committee

of the whole House on the state of the country : and, after

desperate contests in that committee, almost daily, from

the eleventh of October to the fifth of December," the dis-

cussion was terminated by the passage of an act which

repealed all laws of parliament rendering criminal the

maintaining any opinion in matters of religion, forbearing

to repair to church, or exercising any mode of worship

whatever, or which prescribed punishments for the same.

The dissenters were by the law exempted from all contri-

butions for the support of the Episcopal church. Arrears

of salaries due to the clergy were, however, secured, and

they were permitted to receive them until the first day of

the ensuing year. Glebes already purchased were reserved

for the use of the Episcopal clergy ; and the churches and

chapels already built, with the books and church plate,

were preserved for the use of the Episcopalians. And this

was the second law enacted by the first republican legisla-

ture in Virginia.^ The question was also agitated, but its

determination was expressly reserved until a future period*

whether there should be a general assessment on the

inhabitants for the support of religion, or whether such

support should be left dependent solely on voluntary con'

tributions.

In recording these transactions, the remark, it is hoped,

will not be deemed out of place, that however natural may
have been the desire on the part of the clergy to perpetuate

the establishment, as affording to them the means of sub-

sistence, yet, on account of the existence of the church

• I Jeflferson's Works, 32. t 9 Hening's Statutes, at large, p. 164.
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itself, anxiety was needless. Among the reasons which an

intelligent Episcopalian reiiders for his attachment to the

church, he will not forget to mention the fact, that there

seems to be in the system of episcopacy what has been

well termed " a conservative principle," which secures the

existence of the church under circumstances the most

calamitous ; so that of all religious denominations, there is,

perhaps, not one which requires the aid of a legal estab-

lishment less than does a church episcopally constituted.

No American Christian, it is presumed, desires here a

union of church and state ; and, of all American Chris-

tians, the Episcopalian probably has least need desire it.

The lessons of the past on this subject are strikingly im-

pressive. The histories of the suffering churches of the

Christians of St. Thomas in India, of the Waldenses, of the

Scotch Episcopalians, together wiih that of the Protestant

Episcopal church in America, all seem to attest the fact^

that for the preservation of purity of doctrine and primi-

tive discipline, in Episcopal churches, no union with the

civil power is necessary. The first three were tried in the

fiery furnace of persecution, and, unsustained by any human

aid, after years of suffering, came forth the same in doc-

trine and in discipline that they were when first called to

exercise the virtue of patient endurance ; while the last,

though for a time prostrated in the dust, and clinging to

existence by almost a single tie, has risen from her depres-

sion without the aid of a legal establishment ; and holding

on the even tenour of her way, is now exhibiting in her

youthful strength, the same faith, imbodied in the same

form of sound words, and united to the same system of

polity which formed her distinguishing features in the day

of prosperity, before she was shrouded in the darkness of

that cloud which for a time almost hid her from view.

Surely, in the retrospect of facts like these, an Episcopalian

may be pardoned, should he deem it something more than

a fond fancy, that the church of his affections does possess



1776.] IX VIRGINIA. 145

within herself a principle of preservation, and that " the

foundations of episcopacy stand sure in the storm, not less

than in the sunshine."*

The effect, upon the clergy, of the law which destroyed

the establishment, was such as might have been anticipated

by all, and was foreseen by some: for the feelings of at-

tachment entertained by a portion of the people for the

church, did not probably extend very far towards the

clergy, individually; many of them were personally ob-

noxious, on account of the opinions which they enter-

tained in the contest with England ; and among their most

decided opponents, on political questions, were to be num-

bered many Episcopalians, who distinguished between the

church and her ministers. Deprived of their livings, some

among the clergy must have fjund it difficult to procure a

subsistence by continuing in the exercise of pastoral duty,

among a people who disliked them, personally, for their

politics ; whose contributions, if made at all, were precari-

ous, because entirely voluntary; and who, besides, were

harassed in their occupations, and straitened in their

means, by a war which demanded from every one a por-

tion of his time and of his money. The business of in-

struction was resorted to by some, but with limited suc-

cess; for the war of the revolution left the youth of the

day but little opportunity for education. Many a stout

lad shouldered his musket, and entering the army, at the

age of fifteen or sixteen years, never relinquished his

weapon, except in death upon the battle-field, until the

struggle had terminated in the acknowledgment of his

country's independence.

Some of the clergy, to whose churches glebes were

attached, still continued, under the law, to occupy and

enjoy them, and officiated in their pulpits. As, how-

* British Critic for January, 1831, reference to the Scotch Episcopal
article vii. ; where this subject is church,

forcibly illustrated, particularly with

T
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ever, they still adhered to the English ritual, and, of

course, prayed for his majesty of England, they could

not fail to give offence. Threats and admonitions had

the effect of frightening some, who discontinued the

practice, and closed their churches ; while there were

others, made of sterner stuff, who persisted in the per-

formance of what they believed to be their duty; and, un-

certain how far the excitement of the times might lead to the

execution of some of the threats, in one instance, at least,

the clergyman is known, after a farewell to his family,

whom he would not permit to accompany him, to have

ascended the pulpit with his pistols concealed in his bo-

som, to be used, if necessary, for the protection and pres-

ervation of his life.* Such firmness was not without

its effect ; the resolute minister was never interrupted

;

his house became the asylum of many of his persecuted

brethren, as one of the surest places of safety; and con-

tinuing in Virginia through the whole of the revolutionary

storm, he lived to become a good citizen of the infant re-

public, and to see the church of his affections rising from

the dust. Tradition has preserved anecdotes and incidents

of the day, which clearly prove the suffering condition to

which some of the clergy were reduced. They encoun-

tered poverty, suspicion, insult, and violence ; and an in-

stance of the latter is related, which, as it furnishes the best

illustration of the spirit of the times, is here recorded.

A clergyman of the establishment, who had made him-

self offensive by his attachment to England, was called

from his bed at night, under the pretext of being required

by a sick parishioner ; and having, by this artifice, fallen

into the hands of his enemies, he was taken to a retired

spot in the woods, out of the reach of assistance, stripped

naked, tied to a tree, severely whipped, and then left in

* MS. letter in the author's poasession, concerning some of the old

Virginia clergy.
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that situation, until he was discovered on the next morn-

ing and relieved.*

During the years 1777 and 1778, the subject of religion

continued to be brought to the attention of the legislature,

by petitions and counter petitions. Some of these, admit-

ting the question of establishments to be a debatable point,

still prayed that the efforts made to injure what was left of

the establishment might be checked. The presbytery of

Hanover, as before, protested against any assessment for

the support of religion ; while, on the other hand, the

county of Caroline, approving of the act which released

dissenters from taxation for the benefit of the establish-

ment, prayed that there might be an assessment for the

support of the Gospel ; that it might not be left to charity

for its subsistence, as otherwise the parsimonious and in-

different, who derived benefit from its existence, would

yield nothing for its support. Others complained of irregu-

larities in the worhsip of " sectaries," who held night meet-

ings, to the injury of religion ; and asked that none but

" licensed preachers" should be allowed to officiate in the

public worship of God ; and they charged their opponents

with artfully procuring, at such meetings, " the votes of

infants," to the injury of religion in general, and of the

establishment particularly.! Before the adjournment of

the legislature of May, 1779, "a bill for establishing re-

ligious freedom," putting upon an equality all denomina-

tions, and providing for a general assessment for the sup-

port of religion, was prepared ; and after passing two read-

ings in the House of Delegates, seems to have been sent

abroad among the people, that the general opinion of the

community might be obtained thereon, prior to the next

meeting of the legislature.J

MS. letter in the author's pos- ture of 1777, 1778, pp. 17, 27, 37,

eession, concerning some of the old 54, May; 14, .')7, 75, 95, October.

Virginia clergy. J Journal, May, 1779, pp. 34, 46 ;

t See the JournaU of the Legisla- Journal of October, 1779, p. 37.
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It will hardly be imputed to the clergy as a crime, that,

in the situation to which they found themselves reduced,

many should be willing to abandon the country entirely.

Many did abandon it ; and parishes from time to time be-

came vacant, so that, ere long, a large majority of the

cures were left unsupplied. The sacraments were no

longer administered in many of the parishes; and this con-

dition of affairs led to an effort, on the part of the Method-

ists, to remedy the evil by an irregular ordination of min-

isters among themselves.* Some of the clergy of the

church advised them against the measure, but in vain ; and

in 1778, a considerable number of the lay preachers earn-

estly importuned Mr. Asbury, a prominent preacher among

the Methodists, " to take proper measures that the people

might enjoy the privileges of all other churches, and no

longer be deprived of the Christian sacraments."-]- Mr.

Asbury, who seems, at that time, to have been suspiciously

watched, and indeed confined in the state of Delaware,

as one disaffected to the American cause, professed the

strongest attachment to the Church of England, and vio-

lently opposed the proposed plan ; nay, he went so far as

to write to some of the clergy of the establishment, re-

proving them for not having checked, in its incipient stage,

this approach to disorder.J Upon the refusal of Mr. As-

bury to co-operate with them in their plan of ordination, a

majority of the preachers withdrew from all connection

with him and Mr. Wesley ; and choosing from their num-

ber three senior members, these last proceeded to what

they called an ordination of the rest, by the imposition of

their hands ; and the preachers thus set apart proceeded to

baptize and administer the Lord's Supper, wherever they

went, to those whom they deemed suitable recipients.

Afterward, Mr. Asbury, having obtained his liberty, visited

Virginia, and by all the address in his power, with inde-

^
* JarraU's Life, 111. ley, 350, 1 ; Jarratt's Life, 111, 112.

t Coke and More's Life of Wes- | Jarratt's Life, 113.
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fatigable labour and attention, succeeded, at length, in

bringing back the seceders one after another, and by a

vote of one of the conferences, the ordination was declared

invalid, and union was restored ;* while to prevent, as far

as possible, a renewal of the complaint of the want of the

sacraments, some, at least, of the Episcopal clergy travelled

over large circuits for the purpose of baptizing the children

of Methodists, and administering the Eucharist ; and con-

tinued to do so until the final separation of the Methodists

from the church, without desiring or receiving, for the ser-

vice, the smallest compensation.!

* Coke and More's Life of Wes- t Jarratt's Life, 1

U

ley, 351 ; Jarratt's Life, 114.
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CHAPTER IX.

1779-1784.

General Assessment for support of the Clergy negatived—Disastrous edects

of the Revolution upon the Church—Enemies of the Church petition

for a general Assessment—Legislative sanction to the principle that

Christianity should be supported by the State, but not any particular

Denomination—Mr. Henry's efforts—His Christian Character—Incor-

poration of the Church—History of the Secession of the Methodists

—

Mr. Wesley's Conduct—Consecration of Dr. Coke considered.

In reply to the application which we suppose to have been

made to the people for their sentiments, various answers

were sent in : some expressed the opinion, *' that the Chris-

tian religion, free from the errors of popery, and a general

contribution for the support thereof, ought to be established

from a principle of public utility ; and prayed that the

reformed Protestant religion, including the different denom-

inations thereof, with a general assessment for the sup-

port of the same, might be established." Others asked for

the passage of the bill precisely as set forth ; while another

class asked for its rejection, and suggested such a religious

establishment as they supposed would be beneficial.*

Amid these confficting opinions it was difficult to determine

what was the popular will ; and this legislative expedient,

which could only serve, if successful, injudiciously to shift

to the shoulders of some of the people a responsibility

which should fearlessly have been met by their representa-

tives, terminated in making more uncertain that which

before was dubious enough.

See Journalf

.
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Some of the Episcopalians ventured also (as the circum-

stances presented a favourable opportunity) once more

to solicit security in the enjoyment of the church property.

Their application extended no further ; for with the expe-

rience of the past still dwelling freshly in their remem-

brance, and with the opposition of their enemies increased

rather than abated, they could scarcely have hoped for an

entire restoration to all the privileges which they had lost.

Whatever may have been the extent of their application,

nothing seems to have been gained by it; and indeed the

only legislation of this year which affected the church, ap-

pears to have affected it injuriously.

It will be remembered that in the first assembly of 1776,

the question whether support should be given to the clergy

by general assessment, or by leaving them to voluntary

contribution, was purposely left open and its decision de-

ferred to some future occasion. There can be little doubt

that the distinguished individual who was the leader in

securing the adoption of the measures already detailed,

entertained the belief that it would be no difficult task to

complete, at a future session, the work which he had begun;

and to negative the plan of a general assessment for the

support of Christianity : nor would his expectations in this

particular have been disappointed, but for a circumstance,

recorded by himself as having interposed obstacles. In

his chief object, that of giving a death blow to the legalized

superiority of the establishment over all other denomina-

tions of Christians, he was very cordially supported by a

large body of allies who belonged to the dissenting inter-

est ; but when that great end was once attained, and every

religious society stood upon the same level, the question in

dispute assumed to these allies a very different aspect, and

they deserted the standard under which they had before

achieved their victory. They had prostrated the church,

they had proved themselves to be not at all reluctant to

strip her clergy of that competent maintenance which was
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secured to them by the possession of property ; but they

now manifested an aversion, more natural than consistent,

to being left to find a precarious support for themselves in

the tender mercies of a set of voluntary contributors

:

they were, therefore, the advocates of a general assess-

ment ;* and the manner, almost approaching to querulous-

ness, in which this desertion is recorded, accompanied as it

is by an insinuation as to the motives of the deserters, jus-

tifies the suspicion that the defection was felt to be ungen-

erous.-f The impartial reader of a future day will prob-

ably conclude that it was a game, not unskilfully played

on either side, in which the troops outwitted the general.

At any rate, it is our province to record the fact, that in

each successive meeting of the legislature from 1776 to

1779, this questio vexaia was brought up for discussion, and

the friends of voluntary contribution, apprehensive prob-

ably of a final vote against them, laboured, and not without

success, to suspend the decision from time to time, and leave

the matter to be debated anew in the succeeding year. In

1779, all things being now ready for a final vote, the ques-

tion was settled against the system of a general assessment,

and the establishment was finally put down.;};

The Baptists were the principal promoters of this work,

and in truth aided more than any other denomination in its

accomplishment. Their historian boasts that they alone

were uniform in their efforts to destroy the system of an

assessment and introduce the plan of voluntary contribu-

tion ; that in the other denominations there was much divis-

ion of sentiment between ministers and people, and that

remonstrance came at last from none but Baptists.^ Whe-
ther this be so or not, it is very certain that in the associations

of that sect held from year to year, a prominent subject of

discussion always was, as to the best mode of carrying on

* See the Journals. X Ibid. ; 4 Burk, 377.

t See 1 Jefferson's Works, 32. i) Semple's History, 72, 73.
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the war against the former establishment.* After their

final success in this matter of voluntary contribution, their

next efforts were to procure a sale of the church lands:

this, however, it seems, was not undertaken without some

misgivings of its propriety ; for when the question was put

in their " general committee," whether the glebes were

public property, it was settled in the affirmative by a ma-

jority of but one vote. That one vote sealed the fate of

the church lands ; for the efforts of the Baptists never

ceased, until, as we shall see hereafter, the glebes were

sold.f

The history of the church for the next few years, pre-

sents a picture of but little variety ; when we catch a new
feature in it, it is but to remark, that it is in melancholy

keeping with the rest, and differs only by the introduction

of a deeper shade. With roofless and deserted churches,

with broken altars, and a clergy, some of whom were re-

duced to the hard alternative of flight or starvation, it may
readily be conceived what was its suffering condition. It

existed, but more than that can hardly be said of it with

truth. On the nineteenth of April, 1783, precisely eight

years after the first eflusion of blood ai Lexington, peace

was proclaimed to the American army by order of the

commander-in-chief. Time was now afforded to men to

direct their attention to the permanent establishment of

such institutions, civil and religious, as might comport with

their desires, or views of duty. Much was to be done

:

and rejoicing with thankfulness as now we may, in the pres-

ent prosperity of the church in Virginia, it is well to look

back on its condition as it emerged from the revolution,

and by a contemplation of the difficulties which stood in

the way of its resuscitation, be moved to the exercise of

gratitude. When the colonists first resorted to arms, Vir-

ginia, in her sixty-one counties, contained ninety-five par-

• Semple, 64, 66, 70, 71, 73. t Ibid. 73, 74^
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ishes,one hundred and sixty-four churches and chapels, and

ninety-one clergymen.* When the contest was over, she

came out of the war, with a large number of her churches

destroyed or injured irreparably, with twenty-three of her

ninety-five parishes extinct or forsaken, and of the remain-

ing seventy-two, thirty-four were destitute of ministerial

services; while of her ninety-one clergymen, twenty-eight

only remained, who had lived through the storm, and these,

with eight others who came into the state soon after the

struggle terminated, supplied thirty-six of the parishes. Of

these twenty-eight, fifteen only had been enabled to con-

tinue in the churches which they supplied prior to the com-

mencement of hostilities ; and thirteen had been driven

from their cures by violence or want, to seek safety or

comfort in some one of the many vacant parishes, where

they might hope to find, for a time at least, exemption from

the extremity of suffering.f -iw

For the destruction of the sacred edifices, most of which

were substantial buildings of brick, every fair allowance

should be made because of the confusion and lawless state

of affairs inseparable from war. The buildings were in

some instances required by the necessities of the public,

and appropriated to objects foreign from the purpose of

their erection ; it was not, therefore, to be wondered at,

that, if used at all, they should sustain injury at the hands

of a soldiery which, like all others, was not remarkable for

a reverence of things sacred. But there was often a wan-

tonness in the injury done, a deliberate desecration, which

admits of no apology, and offers no better excuse than that

it was the work of passionate ignorance, which identified

the very " stones of the temple" with support to the crown

of England. The evidences of this work of needless ruin

* MS. list of parishes and incum- t This statement is derived from
bents in Virginia in 1775 ; MSS. of a comparison of the lists of 1775 and
General Convention; list of the par- 1776, with that reported to the First

ishes and clergy of Virgii^ia, from Convention in 1785.

the Virginia Almanac for 1776.
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are still visible but too often in Eastern Virginia. It is

scarcely possible for the Churchman, even now, to look

without tears upon the venerable remains of mouldering

churches which meet his eye in the " ancient dominion." As
he gazes upon the roofless walls, or leans upon the little

remnant of railing which once surrounded a now deserted

chancel, as he looks out through the openings of a broken

wall upon the hillocks under which the dead of former

years are sleeping, with no sound to disturb his melancholy

musings save the whispers of the wind through the leaves

of the forest around him, he may be pardoned should he

drop a tear over the desolated house of God ; and if he be

a pious Churchman, the wreck around him may awaken
thoughts of submission and humiliation, which will send

him from the spot a sadder and a better man.

In the midst of such ruin as has been described, the little

remnant of the clergy looked around them in vain for those

who were to repair the waste places over which they could

do nothing but weep. Funds were required to rebuild

ruined edifices, but they knew not whence these funds were

to be derived. Sorely smitten by poverty, they had not

even the ordinary alleviations of hope to cheer them, for

there was a prejudice against them and the church, harder

to encounter than poverty. They were not certain that

they possessed even the right to repair, for it was not set-

tled that the ownership of the property should continue in

the church. They had, it is true, some friends, warm and

able friends, who, occupying stations which they honoured

by talent, were not backward to assert their claims in the

halls of legislation : but they had also enemies possessed of

talent and influence ; and these last, if they did not lead,

were sustained by popular opinion, though there is reason

to think that that which sustained them was in part at least

created by them.

These, then, were the difliculties which the Churchmen

of Virginia had to encounter, and, for the present, they
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seem to have thought that they could do but little more

than patiently wait until, in the progress of events, Provi-

dence should make their way plain before them. It was

not long before they were enabled to make their first step

forward. It will be remembered that the party opposed to

a general assessment f)r the support of the clergy, had

finally succeeded, in 177".), in the establishment of the oppo-

site system of voluntary contribution. Whether the ex-

periment had resulted unfavourably to the growth of re-

ligion among the people, or had materially impaired the

means of their teachers, is not known ; but from some

cause, the discovery seems to have been made, that if the

clergy were retained at all, it was best to make such pro-

vision for their necessities as would be permanent and cer-

tain. Accordingly, in the assemblies of 1784, (for there

were two,) a number of petitions, from difierent counties

of the state, in which Churchmen and some of the members

of other religious societies united, was presented to the

legislature, praying that "as all persons enjoyed the benefit

of religion, all might be required to contribute to the ex-

pense of supporting some form of worship or other."*

The substance of these petitions forms a part of the his-

tory of the times : that from the Protestant Episcopal

church set forth that " their church laboured under many
inconveniences and restraints, by the operation of sundry

laws in force, which direct modes of worship, and enjoin

the observance of certain days, and otherwise produce

embarrassment and difficulty ; and praying that all acts

which direct modes of faith and worship, and enjoin the

observance of certain days, may be repealed ; that the

present vestry laws may be repealed or amended ; that the

churches, glebe lands, donations, and all other property

heretofore belonging to the established church, may be for

ever secured to them by law ; that an act may pass to in-

* Wirt's Life of Henry, 261 ; Journali of 1784-
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corporate the Protestant Episcopal Church in Virginia, to

enable tiiem to regulate all the spiritual concerns of that

church, alter its form of worship, and constitute such

canons, by-laws, and rules for the government and good

order thereof, as are suited to their religious principles
;

and in general, that the legislature will aid and patronise

the Christian religion."

From another portion of the inliabifants came a state-

ment to this effect : " that they are of opinion, a reasonable

and moderate contribution of the people for the support of

ministers of the Gospel, and the Christian religion in the

public worship of God, is essential to the good order and

prosperity of the commonwealth, and praying that an act

may pass to that effect."

The memorial ot '• the united clergy of the Presbyterian

church" is worthy of notice. It protests against incorpo-

rating religious societies ; and while they disapprove of

legislative interference, in " the spiritual concerns of re-

ligion," yet, abandoning their former ground, they add, " a

general assessment for its support ought to be extended to

those who profess the public worship of the Deity, and are

comprised within the Bill of Rights."

From the inhabitants of Mecklenburg, Lunenburg, and

Amelia counties, the petition stated, " that they conceive the

stability of our government, and the preservation of peace

and happiness among the individuals of it, depend, in a

great measure, on the influence of religion, without which,

no government, however wisely formed, can long exist

;

that they consider its rapid declension, within a few years,

as proceeding from the inattention of the legislature, which

has an undoubted right to compel every individual who
partakes of those blessings, which are originally derived

from it, to contribute to the support of it, and praying that

an act may pass for a general assessment for that purpose,

and for securing to the Protestant Episcopal church the

property vested in it."



158 PROTESTANT EPISCOPAL CHURCH [1784.

There were petitions of an opposite character, which

prayed " that no step might be taken in aid of reUgion, but

that it mi^ht be left to its own superior and successful

influence."*

The committee, to whom these petitions were referred,

reported a bill, the preamble to which, it will be seen, re-

cognises as true two important principles connected with

a subject of peculiar delicacy in the United States. These

two principles are these : first, that the state ought to give

the sanction of its support to the general diffusion of Chris-

tian knowledge ; and, secondly, that it ought not to give

its countenance to any distinctions of pre-eminence among

different societies professing to be Christian. There may
be those who will deem these two propositions incompati-

ble ; such, however, was not the judgment of some of the

wisest and the best of Virginia's early statesmen. The

bill is entitled, "A b\\\, establis/iing a provision for teachers

of the Christian religion," and the preamble is as follows :

—

•' Whereas, the general diflfusion of Christian knowledge

hath a natural tendency to correct the morals of men, re-

strain their vices, and preserve the peace of society; which

cannot be effected without a competent provision for learned

teachers, who may be thereby enabled to devote their time

and attention to the duty of instructing such citizens, as

from their circumstances and want of education cannot

otherwise attain such knowledge ; and it is judged such

provision may be made by the legislature, without counter-

acting the liberal principle heretofore adopted, and intended

to be preserved, by abolishing all distinctions of pre-emi-

nence aujong the diflferent societies or communities of

Christians, be it enacted," &c. The bill required of all

persons, subject to taxes, to declare, at the time of giving

in a list of their tithables, to what religious society their as-

sessments should be appropriated ; and in the event of their

* Journals of 1784.
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failing to do so, the sums assessed were to be paid to tiie

treasurer, and applied by the legislature to the support of

seminaries of learning in the counties from which the as-

sessments might be paid. This bill received the warm
support of Patrick Henry, whose powers had been exer-

cised so unfortunately for the church on a previous occa-

sion. And according to the journal of the House of Dele-

gates, it appears to have passed to a second reading in that

body, after which, it was engrossed and sent abroad through

the state, to collect the opinions of the people upon the pro-

priety of its passage at the succeeding session of the legis-

lature ;* at that session it was rejected ; and its failure may

be in part owing to the fact that Mr. Henry had ceased to

be a member of the Houscf The church shared in com-

mon with all other religious denominations, whatever evils

may have resulted from the rejection of this bill ; but there

was another measure adopted at this session of the legisla-

ture, from which she derived a benefit, destined, however,

to be of but short continuance.

A resolution was reported by the chairman of a com-

mittee of the whole House on the state of the common-

wealth, that in the opinion of the committee, " acts ought

to pass for the incorporation of all societies of the Christian

religion, which may apply for the same ;" and the resolu-

tion was adopted by a majority of nearly one-third of the

House. Here again Mr. Henry gave to the measure his

powerful support; and we learn, from his accomplished

biographer, that his votes on these two measures formed

the foundation of a charge against Mr. Henry of advocating

the re-establishment of the Protestant Episcopal church.

Against this accusation, he has already been defended

with a success which is complete; and if there be any-

thing to regret in the language which has been used by his

amiable and gifted biographer, in setting forth that defence,

• Journals of 1784. 1 Wirt's Life of Henry, 263.
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it is to be found in the statement which represents Mr.

Henry as a believer in Christianity, without having a prefer-

ence for any of the forms in which it is presented.* Chris-

tianity, to be worth anything, must assume some distinct

form of profession : it is di pi-actical principle, and worship

constitutes one of its essential features. He therefore who

acts upon its principles, cannot be indifferent to the pecu-

liarities which mark his system of doctrine, or express his

feelings of devotion. To each individual, his religion must

be something, not general but particular, and all experience

has shown that the avowal merely of Christianity in gen-

eral, as to all practical effects, is ordinarily equivalent to

an avowal of no Christianity at all. The biographer of

Mr. Henry has recently gone down to the grave, amid the

regrets of his countrymen, honoured for his talents, and

what is better still, respected for his piety. The latter

years of his life afford a striking illustration of that change

in his sentiments, upon the point in discussion, which was

produced by Christianity. He died in the Presbyterian

communion, for which he had, by becoming a member, ex-

pressed his honest preference. He had learned more of

Christianity than he knew when he wrote the life of his

distinguished countryman. Intentionally, he was incapable

of misrepresentation, his hand would not have deliberately

penned what he did not believe; and yet his statement as

to Mr. Henry is inaccurate, for he was very far from having

no preferences in his religion. He was, from his heart, an

Episcopalian ; and it is gratifying to be able to record of

the man, whose splendid talents alone placed him among

the first of his countrymen, that there was a consistency and

humility in his Christian character which formed his highest

honour. It has been said that he was an unbeliever at one

period of his life. On the authority of his own family, the

assertion is denied.f " He ever had a great abhorrence of

Wirt's Life of Patrick Henry, session, containing information of
262. Mr. Henry, derived from his widow

i MS- letter in the author's pos- and descendants.
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infidelity, and a'^ttirlly wrote an answer to Palne's 'Age of

Reason,' but destroyed it before his death ; lie received

the communion as often as an opportunity was offered ; and

on such occasions, always fasted until after he had received

the sacrament, and spent the day in the greatest retirement.

This he did, both wliile he was governor and afterward."

A touching anecdote, illustrative of his humility, is re-

corded by his biographer, for the introduction of which

here no apology can be necessary. In the spring of 1799,

when Mr. Henry was verging towards his threescore and

ten years, the political aspect of affairs induced him to

forego the comforts of his retirement, and to be presented

as a candidate for the House of Delegates. " On the day

of the election, as soon as he appeared on the ground, he

was surrounded by the admiring and adoring crowd, and

whithersoever he moved the concourse followed him. A
preacher of the Baptist church, whose piety was wounded

by this homage paid to a mortal, asked the people aloud,

* Why they thus followed Mr. Henry ? Mr. Henry,' said

he, * is not a god 1' ' No,' said Mr. Henry, deeply affected

both by the scene and the remark, ' no, indeed, iny friend,

I am but a poor worm of the dust ; as fleeting and unsub-

stantial as the shadow of the cloud that flies over your

fields, and is remembered no more.' The tone with which

this was uttered, and the look which accompanied it,

affected every heart and silenced every voice. Envy and

opposition were disarmed by his humility ; the recollection

of his past services rushed upon every memory, and he

'read his history' in their swimming eyes."*

We know not how, more appropriately, to terminate this

passing notice of a great and a good man, than by present-

ing his dying testimony in favour of that Christianity which

he so consistently professed. " I have now," says he, in

his last will, " disposed of all my property to my family.

Wirt's Life of Henry, 408.

X
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Then; is one thing more I wish I could give them, and that

is the Christian religion. If they have that, and I had not

given them ne shilling, they would be rich ; and if they

have not tfiat, and I had given them all this world, they

would be poor."

The church maybe grateful that she could number such

a man as Mr. Henry among her members. The state

which gave birth both to him and his biographer, should

rejoice in the thought, that the lustre of splendid talents

in two of her most gifted sons, was brightened by the

lustre of humble piety ; and this digression will not be

useless, should the examples it presents impress upon the

reader the thought, that Christianity crowns, with new
honours, exalted station on earth, and qualifies for the en-

joyment of a more exalted station still in heaven.

Upon the adoption of the resolution touching the incorpo-

ration of such religious societies as might apply for it, an op-

portunity was afforded to the church of acquiring and hold-

ing property by applying for an act of incorporation; and on

the same day which witnessed the adoption of the resolution,

leave was given to introduce a bill for the incorporation of

the clergy of the Protestant Episcopal church. Mr. Henry

was one of the committee appointed to bring in the bill,

the enactments of which were substantially as follows :

—

The minister and vestry of each parish already in being,

or thereafter to be established, were made a body corpo-

rate, and as such, each parish was authorized to have, hold,

use, and enjoy all glebe lands already purchased, all

churches and chapels already built, with the burying-

grounds belonging to them, and all such as were contracted

for and begun before the first of January, 1777 ; to be held

for the use of the respective parishes, together with all

books, plate, and ornaments, and every other thing, the

property of the late establis'ied church. And it was also

enacted, that in all proceedings of ministers and vestries a

majority of votes should decide, nor should the minister in
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any case be permitted to interpose his veto on the proceed-

ings of the corporation.

The ministers and vestries thus incorporated were

allowed to acquire, use, and enjoy property, provided the

income thence arising did not exceed eight hundred pounds

per annum.

The minister, or, in case of his absence, the churchwar-

dens, were to call meetings of the corporators when neces-

sary, and seven were competent to transact any business,

except to demise, alien, or lease the church property ; in

which cases a majority of the whole was necessary. They

had power to make their own regulations for the manage-

ment of their temporal concerns, and to the vestry solely

belonged the disposition and ordering of all payments of

the moneys of the church, by officers of their own appoint-

ment.

In cases where parishes were vacant, and there were no

ministers or vestrymen, power was given to any two rep-

utable inhabitants, members of the Episcopal church, to

call together all Episcopalians resident within that parish,

and they were authorized, by a majority of votes, to elect

twelve able and discreet men, members of the church, who

should, when elected, be a vestry to all intents and pur-

poses.

Elections of vestrymen were to be held on the Monday

of Easter week in every third year thereafter, for ever:

they were to be held at the parish church, or some other

convenient place in the parish ; their number was to be

twelve, and no person in the parish was entitled to a vote,

who did not profess himself to be a member of the Protes-

tant Episcopal church, and contribute to its support. The

vestrymen elected, before entering upon their duties, were

required to subscribe a declaration to be conformable to the

doctrine, discipline, and worship of the Protestant Epis-

copal church. They were then to appoint, from their own
body, two churchwardens, and had power to fill any
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vacancies among thennselves until the succeeding triennial

election.

Each vestry was required, once in three years, to exhibit

upon oath to the court of the county in which the parish

was situated, an account and inventory of all the properly

of their church, real and personal, together with a state-

ment of the annual revenue thence arising; and in case of

failure to perform this duty within twelve months after the

appointed time, the vestry were to pay one hundred pounds

for the use of the slate, and on a second failure, to forfeit

their privileges as a corporation. Wherever the annual

income was reported to exceed eight hundred pounds, it

was the duty of the court to report the same to the gover-

nor, to be laid by him before the next General Assembly.

All former laws made for the government of ihe church

or clergy, during the colonial existence of the state, were

repealed, and the church was thenceforth authorized, in

conventions held as often as she might deem necessary, to

regulate all her religious concerns, settle all matters touch-

ing doctrine, discipline, and worship, and make such rules

as she saw fit for orderly and good government. The con-

vention was to be composed of all ministers of the church,

ex officio, and of two laymen from each parish, to be

chosen by their respective vestries. Forty persons were

necessary to constitute a convention, and it was expressly

provided that no law should be made whereby a clergyman

might be received into, or removed from, a cure contrary

to the consent of a majority of the vestry. The ministers

and laymen, assembled in general convention, had the power,

however, upon good cause shown, to remove from any

parish a minister who was accused of unworthy behaviour,

or neglected the duties of his office.*

It cannot escape observation, that this law manifests, on

the part of the laity, a suspicious jealousy of the clergy ; it

* 1 1 Hening's Statutes, at large, 532.
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had been engendered by a sad experience of the past, and

therefore the laity kept the purse-strings in their own hands.

But, with perhaps one or two trifling exceptions, the law is

equitable; it was designed to provide permanently for the

support of faithful ministers, but it meant also to preserve

a salutary check upon laziness and wickedness. A pastor,

conscientiously disposed to discharge his duty, might live

happily and comfortably under such a law; and we hear of

no complaints made by the clergy of that day against its

provisions. Its passage was hailed with thankfulness, and

a day of brightness seemed about to dawn upon the tem-

poral interests of the church.

But contemporaneously with the circumstances just

related, an incident occurred which was afterward to aid

in dissipating the short-lived joy which the incorporation of

the church had occasioned. Up to this time, the Methodists

had continued in alliance with the church, and professed to

consider themselves as a part of it ; but the time had now
come for their final separation from it. The incipient

steps in this business are thus related by two of the histo-

rians of Methodism.* " When peace was established be-

tween Great Britain and the States, the intercourse was
opened between the societies in both countries. Mr. Wes-
ley then received from Mr. Asbury a full account of the

progress of the work during the war; and especially of

the division which had taken place, and the difficulties he

met with before it was healed.f He also informed Mr.
Wesley of the extreme uneasiness of the people's minds
for want of the sacraments: that thousands of their chil-

dren were unbaptized ; and the members of the society in

general had not partaken of the Lord's Supper for many
years. Mr. Wesley then considered the subject, and in-

formed Dr. Coke of his design of drawing up a plan of

* Life of Wesley by Coke and f Vide ante, pp. 148, 149.
More, p. 351.
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church government, and of establishing an ordination for

his American socieiies. But, cautious of entering on so

new a plan, he afterward suspended the execution of his

purposes, and weighed the whole for upward of a year.

At the conference held in Leeds, 1784, he declared his

intention of sending Dr. Coke and some other preachers to

America. Mr. Richard Whatcoat and Mr. Thomas Vasey

offered themselves as missionaries for that purpose, and

were accepted. Before they sailed Mr. Wesley abridged

the common prayer book, and wrote to Dr. Coke, then in

London, desiring him to meet him in Bristol to receive

fuller powers, and to bring the reverend Mr. Creighton

with him. The doctor and Mr. Creighton accordingly met

him in Bristol, when, with their assistance, he ordained

Mr. Richard Whatcoat and Mr. Thomas Vasey presbyters

for America, and did afterward ordain Dr. Coke superin-

tendent, giving him letters of ordination under his hand

and seal, and, at the same time, a letter to be printed and

circulated in America." To this statement it should here

be added, that Dr. Coke also wrote to Mr. Wesley urging

him to ordain him bishop.* On the third of November,

1784, Dr. Coke arrived in New-York, and on the fourteenth,

met Mr. Asbury for the first time, who, upon hearing of

the new plan, expressed strong doubts about it,f which by

some means or other were soon removed, as subsequent

events proved. On Christmas eve a general conference

of the Methodists assembled by appointment at Baltimore,

by which a circular letter from Mr. Wesley, of which Dr.

Coke was the bearer, dated September 10th, 1784, was

published, from which the following extracts are presented.

The letter is addressed to Dr. Coke, Mr. Asbury, and our

brethren in America.

" By a very uncommon train of providences, many of

See Whitehead's Life of Wes- f Coke's Journal,

ley, in which the letter is published.
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the provinces of North America are totally disjoined from

their mother country, and erected into independent states.

The English government has no authority over them, either

civil or ecclesiastical, any more than over the states of

Holland. A civil authority is exercised over them, partly

by the congress, partly by the provincial assemblies. But
no one either exercises or claims any ecclesiastical au-

thority at all. In this peculiar situation, some thousands

of the inhabitants of these states desire my advice, and

in compliance with their desire I have drawn up a little

sketch.

" For many years I have been importuned, from time to

time, to exercise the right of ordaining part of our travel-

ling preachers. But I have still refused : not only for peace'

sake, but because I was determined, as little as possible, to

violate the established order of the national church to which

I belonged.

" But the case is widely different between England and

North America. Here there are bishops who have a legal

jurisdiction. In America there are none, neither any parish

ministers ; so that for some hundred miles together, there

is none either to baptize, or to administer the Lord's Sup-

per. Here, therefore, my scruples are at an end; and I

conceive myself at full liberty, as I violate no order, and

invade no man's right, by appointing, and sending labourers

into the harvest.

" I have accordingly appointed Dr. Coke and Mr. Francis

Asbury to be joint superintendents over our brethren in

North America ; as also Richard Whatcoat and Thomas
Vasey to act as elders among them, by baptizing and ad-

ministering the Lord's Supper. And I also advise the elders

to administer the Supper of the Lord on every Lord's

day.

" If any one will point out a more rational and scriptural

way of feeding and guiding those poor sheep in the wilder-
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ness, I will gladly embrace it. At present I cannot see

any better method than that I have taken."*

The appointment merely of Mr. Asbury does not seem

to have been deemed sufficient to confer upon him any nevr

powers, and accordingly we find him receiving such ordi-

nation to the offices of deacon and priest as Dr. Coke could

bestow, and afterward obtaining from the same hands what

was deemed a consecration to the episcopate. The use of

the phrase, superintendent, was ere long discontinued, and

that of bishop (which has ever since been retained) was

substituted for it. The separation between the church and

Methodists was made entire by the circumstances just re-

lated, and it is not here necessary to pursue further the his-

tory of the latter ; there are, however, certain facts con-

nected with the transaction which form a part of its true

history, and which, therefore, it would be wrong to with-

hold.

The plan of ordination and church government which

Mr. Wesley so appropriately termed new, does not appear,

from the account of Dr. Coke, to have been communicated

by Mr. Wesley to the conference prior to its execution

;

he declared his intention simply of sending Dr. Coke and

other ministers to America. In fact, we are elsewhere

told that information of its actual execution v^ras never

given to the conference until 1786,f before which time,

probably, intelligence of the act had reached them from

America. It was therefore the act of Mr. Wesley alone.

It was an act, upon the pr< priety of which he took no

counsel with his most intimate friends. His brother, Mr.

Charles Wesley, in a letter to Dr. Chandler, written in

1785, thus expresses himself:

—

" I can scarcely yet believ^e, that in his eighty-second

* Coke and More's Life of Wes- + Myie's Chronological History of

ley, 352. the Methodists, 162.
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year, my brother, my old intimate friend and companion,

should have assumed the cpisscopal character, ordained

elders, consecrated a bishop, and sent him to ordain the

lay preachers in America. I was then in Bristol, at his

elbow; yet he never gave me the least hint of his inten-

tion. How was he surprised into so rash an action ? He
certainly persuaded himself that it was right."

The reasons assigned for the act, by Mr. Wesley, were
not at all times the same. In his letter, as published by the

conference, he stated that his scruples were at an end, and
he considered himself at full liberty, because America was
destitute of bishops, and belonged not to the jurisdiction of

any English prelate. On another occasion, wlien, at the

request of Jones of Nayland, inquiry was made of him

whether it was true that he had invested persons with the

episcopal character, and sent them to America; after some
hesitation, he admitted the fact, and assigned as a reason

for his conduct, that after the revolution each denomination

was making efibrts to swell its numbers, and the Bnptisls

particularly were greatly increasing, to the injury of the

church.* He had, therefore, taken the step with the hope

of preventing further disorders.

If the object of Mr. Wesley was to secure to America
the episcopate, the course pursued was rendered unneces-

sary by existing circumstances. Dr. Seabury of Connecti-

cut had been nearly two years in England soliciting epis-

copal consecration, and in consequence of difficulties,arising

entirely from the English law, was on the point of going to

Scotland to be consecrated there, at the very moment when

Mr. Wesley laid his hands on Dr. Coke : and it cannot be

supposed that Mr. Wesley was ignorant of these facts, par-

ticularly as we find them to have been well known to his

brother Charles.

The latter gentleman, in the letter to Dr. Chandler,

* Life of Bishop Home, by Jones of Nayland, pp. 148, 4, 6.

Y
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already referred to, speaking of the American Methodists*

uses this language :—" How have they been betrayed into

a separation from the Church of England, which their

preachers and they no nnore intended than the Methodists

here? Had they had patience a little longer, they woald

have seen a real primitive bishop in America, duly conse-

crated by three Scotch bishops, who had their consecra-

tion from the English bishops, and are acknowledged by

them as the same with themselves. There is, therefore,

not the least difference between the members of Bishop

Seabury's church and the members of the Church of Eng-

land. I had the happiness to converse with that truly

apostolic man, who is esteemed by all that know him, as

much as by you and me. He told me that he looked upon

the Methodists in America as sound members of the church,

and was ready to ordain any of their preachers whom he

should find duly qualified." In point of fact, Bishop Sea-

bury had received consecration on the fourteenth of No-

vember, when the conference assembled at Baltimore, on

the twenty-fourth of the succeeding month.

Without intending, by these remarks, to disparage John

Wesley, (a man whose zeal, whose talents, and whose

efforts exerted perseveringly in the cause of religion, should

cover many faults,) we feel ourselves constrained to adopt

an opinion which seems to have assumed, at least, the

shape of a suspicion in the mind of his brother. With an in-

tellect enfeebled by the weight of four score and two years,

he was seduced, by those who would use his vast influence

for purposes of their own, into the adoption of a plan which

the better judgment of his more vigorous understanding

had more than once rejected. It is believed to have been

the contrivance of a few individuals, who took advantage of

the infirmities of age, to procure from the dying ruler a

decree which should transmit the sceptre to themselves.

There are others more deserving of censure, in this trans-

action, than John Wesley ; and such seems to have been the
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opinion of his brother, and two at least of his biographers.*
Annhition was gratified at the price of a sef)aration be-

tween those who should never have been severed, and of
whom, it is at least pleasant to indulge the hope that the
day nnay yet come, when they shall again be one.

* See Dr. Whitehead's and Mr. Hampson^s Lives of Wesley. The
former jjentleman, speaking of the consecration of Dr. Coke, remarks, " that
the person who advised the measure, would be proved to have been a felon

to Methodism, and to have stuck an assassin's knife into the vitals of its

body."
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CHAPTER X.

1784-1789.

Enmity of PresNyterians and Baptists to the Church—Act for establishing

reli'nous Freedom—Mr. Jefferson—Mr. Madison's Memorial First Con-

yention of the Church in 1785—Address of the (Convention to Church-

men—Means proposed forsupport of the Clergy—Canons of the Church

—

Discipline—Church in Virginia declines receiving Holy Orders from Den-

mark—First General Convention ; Virginia represented there—Conduct

of Virginia Church on the proposed Articles of Union—Instruction to

Virginia Delegates to General Convention of 1785— Baptists and Pres-

byterians ask for the Property of the Church—" The proposed Book"

—

Articles of Religion—Decision of Virginia on "The proposed Book" and

Articles—Dr. Griffith elected first Bishop of the Church in Virginia

—

Mistake concerning his Election rectified—Instructions of Virginia Con-

vention to Delegates to General Convention of 1786—Repeal of the Act

of Incorporation—General Conventions of 1786—Proceedings of Vir-

ginia thereon—Remedies adopted to supply the want of Act of Incorpo-

ration—Address of the Convention of 1787 to the Church—Dr. Griffith

not consecrated—Causes thereof—Early efforts of Virginia in behalf of

Clerical Education—Case of Discipline.

Scarcely had the church begun to reap the benefits

resulting from its incorporation by the legislature, before it

was again assailed. The presbytery of Hanover, in the

same year in which the act of incorporation was passed,

presented a memorial to ihe legislature complaining of the

peculiar privileges which the church was said thereby to

obtain. It was stated that she could " receive and possess

property without trouble or risk in securing it ; while other

Christian communities were obliged to trust to the preca-

rious fidelity of trustees chosen for the purpose." It was

in vain to answer tliat there was no difficulty in obtaining

incorporation for the Presbyterian church; that the iegis*
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lature was ready and willing to confer on it every privilege

which it had conferred on any other religious society. And
when, at the next succeeding session of the legislature, a

bill was introduced for the incorporation of other denomi-

nations of Christians, the presbytery of Hanover petitioned

that it might not pass, objected to it as contrary to their

views of propriety, and actually declined taking any benefit

of incorporation under it, should it become a law.* It will

scarcely be thought strange that this manifestation of a

willingness to forego what they themselves owned to be a

benefit, because obliged to share it with Episcopalians,

should have been construed, as it was, into a settled deter-

mination, if possible, to destroy the Episcopal church

entirely.

How far the decided opposition of the Presbyterians and

Baptists to any act which might benefit the Episcopal

church, may have influenced the legislature, it is impossible

to say. There was, however, in that body, an individual

of great influence, of whom (if his own writings may be

considered sufficient testimony) it is not injustice to say,

that he would have thought it no honour to be suspected of

a belief in Christianity ; and in eradicating what he thought

a pestilent error, he probably was not unwilling to avail

himself of all the aid which these petitions against the

church could possibly afford. There is reason in his case,

therefore, to believe that under cover of an attack upon a

religious establishment, a blow was aimed at Christianity

itself. Be this as it may, it is certain that an act was

passed by the legislature of 1785, which was viewed by

many as utterly subversive, in its declarations, of the Chrise

tian religion, and called forth at the time the severe ani-

madversions of some who still reverenced the faith of the

apostles.f This was the " Act for establishing Religious

* See the Journals of 1784- act for the establishment of religious

t Considerations on an act of the freedom. By a citizen of Phi.adel-

legislature of Virginia, entitled An phia. 1786.
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Freedom," drawn by Mr. Jefferson,* and preceded by a

memorial from the pen of Mr. Madison, which is supposed

to have led to the passage of the law. It is, however, due

to the last named gentleman to state that his production is

not an attack upon Christianity ; but very forcibly presents

objections to religious establishments in general ; in the op-

position to wl ich it is believed that a large majority of his

countrymen, if not all of them, would be found to concur.

It is no part of our province, however, to enter upon a full

discussion of the principles avowed in either of these docu-

ments ; our duty now is simply to present such facts as

will enable the reader to form his own opinion.

The memorial was presented to the legislature of 1785,

as has been stated, and offered substantially the following

views :—that religion must be left to the conviction and con-

science of every man, and that his right to determine the

question of his religion is inalienable ; that it is the duty of

every man to render to his Creator such homage as he

thinks will be acceptable to him ; that every man on enter-

ing society reserves his allegiance to the Universal Sove-

reign ; and, consequently, that in matters of religion no

man's rights can be abridged by the institutions of civil

society: hence it is argued that if religion be exempt from

the interference or authority of society at large, a fortiori

it must be from that ot the legislative body. The memo-

rial further stated, that it was proper vigilantly to guard

against the first experiment upon our liberties ; and that if

Christianity might be established, the power by which it

was done was competent also to establish one sect in pre-

ference to another; and that such preference violates that

equality which ought to be the basis of every law, for all

men enter society upon equal conditions. It was urged

also that the civil magistrate is not a competent judge of

religious truth, nor has he a right to employ religion as an

* I JefTerson^s Works, p. 36.
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engine of civil policy. It is an unhallowed perversion of

the means of salvation. Again, Christianity does not re-

quire an establishment to support it. It has no dependance

upon the power of this world ; and the effect of establish-

ments is to corrupt religion. Neither does civil govern-

ment require the aid of an establishment. A law making

an establishment is but the signal for persecution ; its ten-

dency is to banish a portion of the citizens, and destroy

moderation and harmony ; it is therefore adverse to the

diffusion of Christianity ; and unless such a law is clearly

demanded by a majority of the citizens, its tendency is to

enervate the laws and thus weaken the bands of society.

The act for the estabhshment of religious freedom was

passed the twenty-sixth of December, 1785, and is in these

words :

—

"Whereas Almighty God hath created the mind free:

that all attempts to influence it by temporal punishments or

burdens, or by civil incapacitations, tend only to beget

habits of hypocrisy and meanness, and are a departure

from the plan of the holy Author of our religion ; who
being Lord both of body and mind, yet chose not to propa-

gate it by coercions on either, as was in his almighty power
to do: that the impious presumption of legislators and

rulers, civil as well as ecclesiastical, who being themselves

but fallible and uninspired men, have assumed dominion

over the faith of others, setting up their own opinions and

modes of thinking as the only true and infallible, and as such

endeavouring to impose them on others, hath established

or maintained false religions over the greatest part of the

world, and through all time : that to compel a man to fur-

nish contributions of money for the propagation of opinions

which he disbelieves, is sinful and tyrannical : that even the

forcing him to support this or that preacher of his own
religious persuasion, is depriving him of the comfortable

liberty of giving his contributions to the particular pastor

whose morals he would make his pattern, and whose pow-



176 PROTESTANT EPISCOPAL CHURCH [1785.

ers he feels most persuasive to righteousness, and is with-

drawing from the ministry those temporal rewards, which,

proceeding from an approbation of their personal conduct,

are an additional incitement to earnest and unremitting

labours for the instruction of mankind : that our civil rights

have no dcpendance on our religious opinions, any more

than our opinions in physic and geometry : that therefore

the proscribing any citizen as unworthy of the public con-

fidence, by laying upon him an incapacity ot being called

to offices of trust and emolument, unless he profess or re-

nounce this or that religious opinion, is depriving him inju-

riously of those privileges and advantages to which, in

common with his fellow- citizens, he has a natural right:

that it tends only to corrupt the principles of that religion

it is meant to encourage, by bribing with a monopoly of

worldly honours and emoluments those who will externally

profess or conform to it: that though indeed those are

criminal who do not withstand such temptation, yet neither

are those innocent who lay the bait in their way ; that to

suffer the civil magistrate to intrude his powers into the

field of opinion, and to restrain the profession or propaga-

tion of principles on suspicion of their ill tendency is a

dangerous fallacy, which at once destroys all religious

liberty ; because, he being, of course, judge of that ten-

dency, will make his opinions the rule of judgment, and

approve or condemn the sentiments of others only as they

shall square with or differ from his own: that it is time

enough for the rightful purposes of civil government for its

officers to interfere, when principles break out into overt

acts against peace and good order ; and, finally, that truth

is great and will prevail if left to herself, that she is the

proper and sufficient antagonist to error, and has nothing

to fear from the conflict, unless by human interposition dis-

armed of her natural weapons, free argument and debate,

errors ceasing to be dangerous when it is permitted freely

to contradict them

:
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" Be it therefore enacted by the General Assembly, that

no man shall be compelled to frequent or support any reli-

gious worship, place, or ministry whatsoever, nor shall be

enforced, restrained, molested, or burdened in his body or

goods, nor shall otherwise suffer on account of his religious

opinions or belief; but that all men shall be free to profess,

and by argument to maintain their opinions in matters of

religion, and that the same shall in nowise diminish, en-

large, or affect their civil capacities.

"And though we well know that this assembly, elected

by the people for the ordinary purposes of legislation only,

have no power to restrain the acts of succeeding assemblies,

constituted with powers equal to our own, and that there-

fore to declare this act irrevocable would be of no effect in

law, yet we are free to declare and do declare that the

rights hereby asserted are of the natural right of mankind,

and that if any act shall be hereafter passed to repeal the

present, or narrow its operation, such act will be an in-

fringement of natural right."*

The inconsistency of this latter clause, with some of the

principles avowed in the very argumentative preamble to

this law, will not escape the attention of the observant

reader. A solemn protest against any change in a law

which, certainly in effect, establishes a certain set of

opinions as the only orthodox standard of religious senti-

ment, comes with peculiar ill grace from those who des-

cant upon "the impious presumption of legislators and

rulers, who, being themselves but fallible and uninspired

men, have assumed dominion over the faith of others, set-

ting up their own opinions and modes of thinking as the

only true and infallible, and as such endeavouring to im-

pose them upon others through all time."

There is an air of self-satisfaction with which the author

of this law records the fact of his having prepared it, which

* Revised Code of Virginia, vol. i. p. 41.

Z
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leaves no doubt that in the review of his political career,

his mind dwelt with peculiar complacency upon this inci"

dent of his life : he informs us that the law was "drawn in

all the latitude of reason and right ;" that it met with some

opposition, but finally passed ; and in the spirit of exulta-

tion, which he cannot conceal, at the success of his effort to

degrade Christianity to a level with the creed of Mecca,

he proceeds to relate with approbation a circumstance

clearly indicative of his design to heap dishonour upon the

faith of Christians. We are informed by him that an

amendment was proposed to the preamble by the insertion

of the name of our Saviour before the words " The holy

Author of our religion ;" this could at most have had no

other effect upon the enacting clause, but that of granting

the utmost freedom to all denominations professing to own

and worship Christ, without affording undue preference to

any ; and against this, it would be unreasonable to object:

certain it is, that more than this had never been asked by

any religious denomination in Virginia, in any petition pre-

sented against the church : the public, therefore, would

have been satisfied with such an amendment; the proposed

alteration, however, was rejected, and it is made the sub-

ject of triumph that the law was left, in the words of its

author, " to comprehend within the mantle of its protection,

the Jew and the gentile, the Christian and Mohammedan,

the Hindoo, and infidel of every denomination."* That

these various classes should have been protected, both in

person and property, is obviously the dictate of justice, of

humanity, and of enlightened policy, but it surely was not

necessary in securing to them such protection, to degrade,

not the establishment, hut Christianity itself to a level with

the voluptuousness of Mohammed, or the worship of Jug-

gernaut i and if it be true that tiere is danger in an estab-

lished alliance between Christianity and the civil power,

Jeffeir«'on'« Works, vol. i. pp. SB, 37.
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let it be remembered that there is another alliance not less

fatal to the happiness, and subversive of the intellectual

freedom of man—it is an alliance between the civil author-

ity and infidelity: which, whether formally recognised or

not, if permitted to exert its influence, direct or indirect,

will be found to be equally ruinous in its results. On this

subject, revolutionary France has once read to the world

an impressive lesson, which it is to be hoped will not

speedily be forgotten.

The course of our narrative has now brought us to the

first convention of the Protestant Episcopal church in

Virginia, which was held after the war of the revolution.

It assembled in the city of Richmond, on the 18th of May,

1785, and was attended by thirty-six clergymen and sev-

enty-one laymen.: the body was organized by the unani-

mous appointment of the Rev. Dr. Madison, president of

William and Mary College, as the presiding officer, and

the Rev. Robert Andrews as secretary; and several topics

of interest awaited the consideration of the convention.

Among these the depressed state of the church occupied a

prominent place, and it was felt that immediate measures

were demanded to arouse the zeal and stimulate the efl^orts

of every Churchman in Virginia. Accordingly, the first

resolution adopted by the house, after resolving itself into

a committee of the whole upon the state of the church, was,

"that an address be prepared to the members of the Protcst-

a-nt Episcopal church in Virginia, representing the con-

dition of the church, and exhorting them to unite in its sup-

port."

In this document, after an allusion to the eternal interests

involved in the belief of Christianity, the convention pro-

ceeded to dwell upon the benefits which the Christian faith

conferred upon society, and appealing to the feelings of

those who professed " to be conscious of the scriptural au-

thority of the church," thus urged her claims: "Of what is

the church now possessed ? Nothing but the glebes and
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your affections. Since the year 1776, she hath been even

wiiljout regular government; and her ministers have re-

ceived but little compensation for their services. Tlieir

numbers are diminished by death and other causes, and we

have as yet no resource within ourselves for a succession

of ministers. Churches stand in need of repair, and there

is no fund equal to the smallest want." After informing

them of the organization of the church, it is asked, " But

whither must our labours tend without your assistance?

To contempt, they cannot; for we have the consciousness

of aiming at our common welfare alone. To almost every-

thing under the sun belongs a crisis, which, if embraced,

stamps our endeavours with success ; if lost, with ruin. In

this situation does our church now stand." " We there-

fore entreat you in the most solemn manner, we conjure

you by all the ties of religion, to co-operate fervently in the

cause of our church. Should these our earnest efforts be

abortive, we shall always with truth call the Searcher of

hearts to witness that the downfall of the Protestant Epis-

copal church is not to be named among our offences, and

to this admonition shall we ever appeal."*

To remedy the evils which resulted from the want of an

income for the support of the clergy, it was next recom-

mended that the several vestries throughout the state

should take immediate measures to procure, by voluntary

subscriptions, a competent support for the incumbents of

their respective parishes : but the evil to which the conven-

tion seemed to be most sensibly alive, was the want of

some one clothed with authority over the clergy, and com-

petent to administer discipline when necessary. Accord-

ingly, in this their first convention, after appointing a stand-

ing committee, composed of clergy and laity, they instructed

them to consider of the proper steps to obtain consecra-

tion for a bishop, and of providing means for his support,

** Journals of the Convention of 1785.
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and to make report on these subjects at the next conven-

tion. And in the interval, care was taken by certain rules

adopted for the order, government, and discipline of the

church, to provide for the faithful performance of their

duty, on the part of the clergy, and to punish its non-per-

formance. Thus, it was directed tluit the country should

be divided into districts ; that one of the clergy of each dis-

trict should be appointed by the convention with the title

of visiter, who should preside in the meetings which the

clergy of each district were required to hold annually ; and

that the visiter should annually visit each parish in his dis-

trict, should attend to and inspect the morals and conduct

of the clergy, should see that the rules of the church were

observed, admonish and reprove, privately, those clergy-

men who were negligent, or acted improperly, and should

make to each convention a report of all offenders among
the clergy, and of the state of each parish in his district.

No person thereafter was to be permitted to enter upon

the pastoral care of any parish, who could not produce

satisfactory evidence of his moral and religious character

to a committee appointed by the convention for that pur-

pose.

Provision was also made for the speedy trial of an offend-

ing clergyman, and even the bishop (should they succeed

in obtaining one) was made amenable to the convention,

which was constituted a court for his trial ; and from the

decision made by that tribunal, no appeal was to be al-

lowed. Pluralities and non-residence were strictly pro-

hibited ; the use of the surplice and gown, preaching once,

at least, on every Lord's day, catechising the children, ad-

ministering the Eucharist at stated periods, and visiting

the sick, were positively enjoined.

And for the purpose of conducting divine service de-

cently, it was also resolved that, for the present, the liturgy

of the Church of England should be used, with such altera-
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tions only as had been rendered necessary by the American

revolution.

The attention of the convention was called also to an-

other subject. It seems that soon after the recognition of

American independence, application was made, by some

young American gentlemen, to the Bishop of London for

orders. Difficulties arose from the operation of certain

English statutes, requiring of those ordained such engage-

ments as Americans could not take consistently with the

allegiance which they owed to their own country. Mr.

Adams, who was then the American minister at the court

of St. James, mentioned the case of these young Americans

to the Danish minister,, and he stated the matter to his own
court. The subject was referred to the theological faculty

of Denmark, and the result was the expression of a wiHing-

ness on the part of the church, in that country, to confer

orders on candidates from this. This was communicated

to Mr. Adams fr^m the Count de Rosencrone, privy coun-

sellor and secretary of state to the King of Denmark ; and

was by him communicated to the president of the American

congress.* A copy of the Count de Rosencrone's letter

was sent, by order of congress, to the executive authority

in each of the states ; and at this convention, it was laid

before the house, in a communication sent to it from the

Governor of Virginia. The convention, however, while it

entertained and expressed a proper sense of gratitude to

the court and church of Denmark, was not inclined to take

any steps, founded on the communication received from

that quarter. To the adoption of this course, they were

probably led by the wish, in a matter of much moment to

the future harmony of the several independent Episcopal

churches which had been or might be organized in the dif-

ferent states of the confederacy, to act with prudent cau-

tion, and after consultation with Episcopalians in other

* Bishop White's Memoirs, 9, 10.
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parts of the union : and it is believed also that Virginia

partook of the feeling which was general among Episco-

palians throughout this country, that the consecration of

American bishops, and obtaining of holy orders, were not

to be sought out of England, until all prospect of obtaining

them there should seem hopel ss.*

The incipient steps had already been taken for a general

organization of the church ; and this fact was known to the

convention of Virginia, for it formed the basis of a part of

her proceedings in this convention, which we are now to

relate.

On the 13ih of May, 1784, a few clergymen from the

states of New-York, New-Jersey, and Pennsylvania as-

sembled, by appointment, in Brunswick, New-Jersey, to

consult upon measures for the renewal of a society, (exist-

ing before the revolution, under charters of incorporation

from the governors of the states above named,) the object

of which was to raise a fund for the support of the widows
and orphans of deceased clergymen. This was the princi-

pal object of the meeting, at which were present nine clergy-

men. These gentlemen invited certain laymen of influ-

ence, who were attached to the church, and who happened

to be in the town, to attend their meetings, and the princi-

ples of an ecclesiastical union among the churches of the

different states were discussed ; nothing, however, was
done towards the accomplishment of such a union beyond

an agreement entered into among the gentlemen present,

to procure as general an attendance as they could of clergy

and laity from the different states, at a meeting to be held

on the sixih of the succeeding October. In that month, the

contemplated meeting was held in New-York, when gentle-

men appeared from Massachusetts, Connecticut,New- York,

New-Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland, and Vir-

» Address of the General Convention of 1786, to the English prelates.

—Journal of General Convention, 1786.
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ginia. From the last-named state the Rev. Dr. Griffith at-

tended. This assemblage was purely voluntary; and those

who were present did not profess to have authority from

the churches in their respective states ; indeed, most of the

clergy present received their appointments from their re-

spective congregations, and the utmost extent of power

possessed by any member of the body was to deliberate

and propose.*

The result of the deliberations of this body was the pro-

posal of certain principles of ecclesiastical union, to be

submitted to the churches in the several states, as fol-

lows :

—

1. That there shall be a general convention of the Epis-

copal church in the United States of America.

2. That the Episcopal church in each state send depu-

ties to the convention, consisting of clergy and laity

3. That associated congregations, in two or more states,

may send deputies jointly.

4. That the said church shall maintain the doctrines of

the Gospel, as now held by the Church of England ; and

shall adhere to the liturgy of the said church, as far as shall

be consistent with the American revolution, and the con-

stitutions of the respective states.

5. That in every state, where there shall be a bishop duly

consecrated and settled, he shall be considered as a mem-

ber of the convention, ex-officio.

G. That the clergy and laity, assembled in convention,

shall deliberate in one body, but shall vote separately: and

the concurrence of both shall be necessary to give validity

to every measure.

7. That the first meeting of the convention shall be at

Philadelphia, the Tuesday before the feast of St. Michael

next.f

On the first day of the meeting of the convention of Vir-

* Bishop White's M«moir8, 66. t lb., 66, 66.
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ginia, these proposals were submitted, and after under-

going much discussion, in a committee of the whole house,

it was determined that deputies should be sent from the

Virginia church to the proposed convention in Philadel-

phia ; and that they should be furnished with such instruc-

tions for their conduct as would leave the convention of

Virginia at liberty to approve or disapprove of the pro-

ceedings of the general convention.*

As to the proposed principles of union, the convention,

after the expression of a willingness to unite in a general

ecclesiastical constitution with the members of the Protes-

tant Episcopal church in the other states of America, ac-

ceded to the first, second, third, and fifth of the articles pro-

posed as the basis of union. As to the fourth article, the

convention declined binding themselves upon the subject

embraced in it, until it should have been revised in the ap-

proaching general convention, and reported to the next

Virginia convention ; and as to the sixth article, the con-

vention refused to accede to it, but assented to the use of

the mode of voting therein prescribed at the proposed gen-

eral convention, reserving, however, a right to approve or

disapprove of the pr ceedings of that body. Thus jealous5

was the church in Vir^jmia under her new ora^anization to

preserve the rights which belonged to her as a distinct and

independent portion of the church of Christ.

f

The letter of instructions furnished to the reverend Dr.

Griffith, the reverend Mr. M'Croskey, John Page and Wil-

liam Lee, esquires, who were elected deputies to the gen-

eral convention, was as follows:

—

" During your representation of the Protestant Episco-

pal church in the general convention, we recommend to

your observance the following sentiments concerning doc-

* Joamal of the Convention of Virginia, f Ibid.

1786.

A. A
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trine and worship. We refer you, at the same time, for

these and other objects of your mission, to our resolutions

on the proceedings of the late convention at New-York.
" Uniformity in doctrine and worship will unquestionably

contribute to the prosperity of the Protestant Episcopal

church ; but we earnestly wish that this may be pursued

with liberality and moderation. The obstacles which stand

in the way of union among Christian societies, are too

often founded on matters of mere form. They are sur-

mountable, therefore, by those who, breathing the spirit of

Christianity, earnestly labour in this pious work.

•' From the Holy Scriptures themselves, rather than the

comments of men, must we learn the terms of salvation.

Creeds, therefore, ought to be simple ; and we are not anx-

ious to retain any other than that which is commonly called

the Apostles' Creed.

" Should a change in the liturgy be proposed, let it be

made with caution; and in that case, let the alterations be

few, and the style of prayer continue as agreeable as may
be to the essential characteristics of our persuasion.

" We will not now decide what ceremonies ought to be

retained. We wish, however, that those which exist may

be estimated according to their utility; and that such as

may appear fit to be laid aside, may no longer be appen-

dages of our church.o
" We need only add, that we shall expect a report of

your proceedings to be made to those whom we shall vest

with authority to call a convention."*

The deputies were also instructed to communicate to the

general convention the contents of the Count de Rosen-

crone's letter, and a standing committee was appointed, to

which, among other powers, was confided that of calling a

convention.

* Journals of the Convention of 1T85.
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Having thus endeavoured to give an impulse to the

church under its new organization, the convention ad-

journed. The hopes enterttiined of its future prosperous

progress were, however, but of sliort continuance, for its

enemies were not disposed to permit it to pursue its course

in peace. The Presbyterians and Baptists began to pre-

pare and circulate for signatures memorials to the legisla-

ture, which prayed, not merely for a repeal of the law in-

corporating the church, hut, going beyond any former

petition, asked also tlint tlie property of the church might he

disposed of for the benefit of the public.'*

While these measures were in progress, the month of

September arrived, and the proposed general convention

assembled at Christ Church in the city of Philadelphia:

Virginia was represented by the Rev. Dr. Griffith and John

Page, esquire.

The most important subjects which came before this

body were the preparation of a general ecclesiastical con-

stitution, and the adaptation of the liturgy of the Church of

England to the changes in the American church, occasioned

by the revolution. The constitution adopted by the con-

vention, and submitted by it to the church in the several

states for ratification, consisted of eleven articles, and

formed the basis of the present constitution of the Protes-

tant Episcopal church in the United States. By the very

terms of the instrument, however, it was not to become

obligatory as the fundamental charter of the church at

large, until it had received the approbation of the church

in the several states.

f

The labours of the convention in the work of altering the

liturgy, gave birth to the publication of what has ever since

been known, in the American Episcopal church, by the

name of " The Proposed Book." It was the English Book of

* See Memorials on the Lcgisla- t Journal of General Convention
tive Journals of 1786. of 1785.
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Common Prayer, altered, in the first place, to suit the change

in our civil relations ; but the alterations were not confined

to this particular. The convention availed itself of the

favourable opportunity presented to revise the whole Book

of Common Prayer as used in the Churcli of England, and

in the review, saw fit to retain the Apostles' Creed only, and

reduced the number of articles to twenty. The proposed

book, however, was not set forth authoritatively by the

body which prepared it, but was submitted to the church

in the several states for approval. The particular history

of this book belongs properly to a future volume of our

work, and it is only necessary here, for the illustration of

the progress of iho Virginia church, to allude to the twenty

articles of religion as proposed to her for adoption.

The first of these asserted the doctrine of the Holy Trin-

ity, imbodying into one article the substance of the first

five in the articles of the Church of England.

The second was, "of the sufficiency of the Holy Scrip-

tures for salvation," and was a transcript of the sixth arti-

cle of the English church.

The third, concerning " the Old and New Testament,"

was substantially the same as the seventh of the English

church.

. The fourth article asserted the truth of the Apostles'

Creed.

The fifth was concerning original sin, and expressed in

other words the doctrine of the ninth article of the Anglican

church.

The sixth, " of free will," agreed with the English article

on the same subject.

, The seventh, on the important doctrine of justification,

was a copy of the eleventh article of the parent church.

The eighth, " of good works," agreed with the English

article.

The thirteenth and fourteenth of the Church of England

were omitted ; and the ninth, •' of Christ alone without sin,"
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did not differ materially from the article of the Church of

England bearing the same title.

The tenth, "of sin after baptism," set forth the doctrine

on this subject held by the parent church.

The eleventh, " on predestination," though not agreeing

verbatim with the seventeenth article of the Church of Eng-

land, yet cannot be construed to teach any other doctrine

than that therein set forth.

The twelfth set forth the words of the eighteenth article

of the English church, "of obtaining eternal salvation only

by the name of Christ."

The nineteenth, twentieth, and twenty-first articles of

the Church of England, concerning the church and its au-

thority, together with the authority of general councils,

were imbodied in the thirteenth article of the proposed

book.

Omitting entirely the article concerning purgatory, the

fourteenth was, " of ministering in the congregation," and

differed not from the English a i tide.

The fifteenth, concernincj " the sacraments," was a copy

of the first two clauses of the English article on that sub-

ject.

The sixteenth, "of baptism," and the seventeenth, " of

the Lord's Supper," agreed with the English articles on

those points.

The eighteenth was a reprint of the first sentence only

of the thirty-first article of the English church, on " the

one oblation of Christ finished upon the cross."

The nineteenth, " ofconsecration and ordination," adopted

the English ordinal, with the exception of such oaths as

were inconsistent with the change wrought by the Ameri-

can revolution.

The twentieth and last article repeated in substance the

doctrine of the parent church on the subject " of a Christian

man's oath."*

• Proposed Book.
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It was also recommended by the convention to the sev-

eral state conventions to elect suitable persons to be recom-

mended to the prelates of England for consecration to the

episcopate ; and a committee was appolnied to address the

archbishops and bishops of England, requesting them to

confer the episcopal character on such persons as might

be elected.*

The next convention of the church in Virginia was held

in Riclimond, on the 24th of May, 1786, when the report

of their representatives in the general convention, with a

journal of the proceedings of that body, was laid before it.

The first subject of consideration was the proposed consti-

tution, which met, for the most part, with a ready adoption.

The only articles on which doubts were entertained were

those which related to the proposed book, and made its

use obligatory upon the church in those states which should

adopt the constitution ; these, however, after the liturgy

and articles were received, were finally adopted ; and thus

the Virginia church, which up to this time acknowledged

no authority but that of her own convention, by her volun-

tary act, as an organized independent church, expressed

her willingness to surrender a portion of her rights, and

come into union with the Protestant Episcopal church in

the United States.

The subject of the proposed book led to more discussion

than did the constitution ; and it was found, as might have

been expected, that there was more conflict of opinion to

be reconciled. The articles were referred to a special

committee, while the other parts of the book were subjected

to revision in a committee of the whole house. After dis-

cussions, which lasted for six days, the house came to a

determination upon the articles, as follows:

—

The first, "of faith in the Holy Trinity," was adopted.

The second, " of the sufficiency of the Holy Scriptures

* Journal of General Convention, 1785.
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for salvation," was amended, verbally, without material

altenition of the sense, by saying of the books of Scrip-

ture, " of whose authority there is no doubt in the church,"

instead of "was never any doubt," &c. And so much of

the article as related to the apocryphal books was stricken

out.

The third, "of the Old and New Testament," was
adopted.

The fourth, "of the creed," was altered by an addition.

It had been proposed by the general convention, as fol-

lows :
—

" The creed, commonly called the Apostles' Creed,"

&c. : the additional words inserted were after the word
creed—" the creed, as contained in the Book of Common
Prayer recommended by the late general convention." The
cause of this insertion will be found in the fact that the

creed, as set forth by the convention, differed from that in

the English liturgy in the omission of the words, "he de-

scended into hell."

The fifth and sixth articles, " of original sin" and " of

free will," were adopted.

The seventh, "of justification by faith," was slightly al-

tered : instead of the expression, " we are justified by faith

only," it was changed to, "u;e ai'e thus justified by faith."

The eighth, ninth, and tenth, "of good works," "of
Christ alone without sin," and "of sin after baptism," were
adopted.

The eleventh article, " of predestination," was stricken

out.

The twelfth, " of obtaining eternal salvation only by the

name of Christ,"

The thirteenth, "of the church and its authority," and

The fourteenth, "of ministering in the congregatioHr'*

were adopted.

The fifteenth, "of the sacraments," was altered by the

entire omission of the first clause, descriptive of the nature

of a sacrament.
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The sixteenth, "of baptism," declared that it was "a
sign of regeneration, or new birth, whereby, as by an in-

strument, they who receive," &c.: the words, "as by an

instrument," were stricken out.

In the seventeenth, "of the Lord's Supper," the second

clause, relative to transubstantiation, was stricken out.

The remaining articles, " of the one oblation of Christ

upon the cross," " of consecration and ordination," and "of

a Christian man's oath," were adopted.

As to the residue of the book, the convention resolved

that it should be approved, ratified, and used, with the single

exception of the rubric before the communion service,

which excluded from the sacrament evil livers. The vote

on the adoption was taken by yeas and nays, when thirty-

two were found to be in favour of the adoption of the bookj

and twenty against it ; among the latter were four of the

clergy.*

Pursuant to the recommendation of the general conven-

tion, it was also determined to elect a suitable person to be

recommended to the English prelates for consecration to

the episcopate in the church of Virginia ; and the choice of

the convention fell on the Rev. Dr. Griffith, by a vote of

thirty-two out of forty-nine.f

This particularity of statement is called for by a sense of

justice to the memory of Dr.Griffith. Ala subsequent period,

this early instance of an election to the episcopate was re-

ferred to by a portion of the church in another diocess,J as

furnishing an important precedent. Dr. Griffith was never

consecrated, from causes which will hereafter be stated, but

of which, it is now only necessary to say that they touched

not the purity of his Christian character, or the regularity

of his election. In the diocess just referred to, however, a

mistaken opinion was entertained by some that he never

* Journal of Virginia Convention, t Maryland, on occasion of the
1786. election of Dr. Kemp.

f Ibid.
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obtained consecration, because he had been elected "in

haste, and without due notice."* The records of the con-

vention conclusively prove that these opinions were entirely

without foundation in fact ; and those who knew Dr. Grif-

fith, would have found an answer to the charge, had all

other evidence been wanting, in the probity of a character

too high-minded and honest to have sought or accepted

an elevation obtained by disingenuous or dishonourable

means.f

At the same convention, two deputies were appointed to

the next general convention, of whom Dr. Griffith was one,

and they were furnished with the following letter of in-

structions :

—

" You are instructed to move for such alterations in the

Book of Common Prayer and articles of religion, as shall

be agreed to by this convention, as fit to be proposed to the

general convention.

" We consider the Protestant Episcopal church in

America as an incorporate society, and therefore unity

in doctrine and worship, its characteristic; conformably to

this, you will not carp at expression, nor carry your objec-

tions to unessential points; guarding against schisms by

all possible means, and giving our church every benefit and

strength it can acquire from union.

" It is superfluous to observe to you, that the sooner our

church can have the benefit of episcopal superintendence,

the nearer it will approach to perfection, and to recommend

to your attention the aid of this necessary character."

The state was divided into twenty-four districts, and a

visiter was appointed for each, and the powers of the

standing committee were specifically defined ; they were

to correspond with the bishops in Europe, and with any

* Bishop "White's Memoirs, 171,307. t £x reia<wne, Bishop Whit«.

V B
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society of the rburch in the United States; to call meet-

ings of the convention when necessary; to receive com-

plaints against the clergy, and appoint courts of inquiry;

to grant testimonials to all clergymen, not citizens of the

state, who might apply for parishes, and, during the recess

of conventions, to take care generally of the interests of the

church.

The efforts of the Presbyterians and Baptists to pro-

cure memorials to be presented to the legislature for a

repeal of the act incorporating the church, and for a

distribution of its property for the public benefit, have

already been recorded. The convention was not in-

sensible to the danger to be apprehended from the deep-

seated hostility of these two denominations, and therefore

prepared a petition to the legislature to counteract the

effect of their memorials, and recommended to the several

parishes to prepare and present petitions of a similar char-

acter. But it was all in vain ; in the next session of the

General Assembly of Virginia, which succeeded the con-

vention, these memorials and petitions were brought up for

consideration; and on the fifth of December, 1786, the

House of Delegates, among other resolutions, adopted the

following :

—

'• That an act ought to be passed to empower all soci-

eties formed for religious purposes to hold such property

as they are now possessed of, to acquire property of any

kind, or to dispose thereof in any manner that may be

agreeable to said society.

" That the act for incorporating the Episcopal church

ought to be repealed."*

On the ninth of January, 1787, the bill to carry into

effect these resolutions was passed by the Senate, and thus

became the law of Virginia.f

• Journal of House of Delegates, f Journal of Senate, p. 91.

p. 87.
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It will be seen that the whole object of the enemies of

the church had not been atlained by this law; they had

not succeeded in procuring a distribution of its property;

they had but left it to commence its work anew in a con-

dition similar to that in which it stood at the close of the

revolution, with this ditTerence in its favour, that it had

assumed an organized form and better knew its friends and

its enemies.

Before, however, we proceed to record the steps taken

by the church of Virginia to remedy the evils resulting

from the repeal of the act of incorporation, it becomes

aecessary to the correct understanding of our future nar-

rative, to withdraw, for a time, our attention from Virginia,

and fix it upon the meetings of the general convention

which were held in the year 1786.

By the constitution prepared and submitted by the gen"

eral convention of the previous year, it was provided that

the first assemblage of that body under it should take

place in Philadelphia on the third Tuesday of June, 1786,

and afterward triennially, at such place as might be ap-

pointed by the convention. Accordingly, on the twentieth

of June, 1786, delegates appeared in Philadelphia from the

churches in several of the states. Virginia was repre-

sented by Dr. Griffith and the honourable Cyrus Griffin,

the first named of whom was made president of the con-

vention.

It was recommended by this body " to the church in

such of the states as were represented, not to receive to

the pastoral charge within their respective limits, clergy-

men professing canonical subjection to any bishop, other

than those bishops who may be duly settled in the states

represented in the convention ;" and inasmuch as a corres-

pondence had been commenced with the English prelates

on the subject of obtaining at their hands consecration of

bishops for America, it was deemed respectful to the Eng-

lish bench, also to recommend to the church in the several
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States not to admit any minister to a cure who might re-

ceive ordinntion from a bishop residing in America, during

the pendency of the application then before the bishops of

England.

The constitution which had previously been submitted

to the church in the several states again came under re-

view, and it v^'as found, as might reasonably have been anti-

cipated, that very different instructions had been given by

the several slate conventions to their respective delegates,

both with respect to the constitution and "the proposed

book." The wisdom of the excellent man who has so long

and so worthily presided over the councils of the American

Episcopal church, suggested the expedient of referring all

the memorials and communications from the conventions

of the several states to the first general convention which

should assemble with sufficient powers to determine on the

same ; and by a subsequent resolution it was recommended

to the several state conventions to empower their deputies

to the first general convention which might be held, after

a bishop or bishops had been consecrated, to confirm and

ratify a general constitution respecting both the doctrine

and discipline of the church in the United States.

Still, however, the proposed constitution was revised

and amended. This seems to have been in some degree

rendered necessary by intimations in the letters which had

been received from the English bishops, objecting, though

with great kindness, to some of its provisions; and it was

of course desirable, as far as it could be done with propri-

ety, to remove every obstacle to the accomplishment of the

great object of obtaining the episcopate.

The convention adjourned after a session of six days, to

meet at Wilmington in the state of Delaware vi'hcn it

should be necessary. Letters having been received from

the Archbishops of Canterbury and York, enclosing an act

of parliament authorizing the consecration of bishops for

the Episcopal church in the United States, the general con-
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vention was called together, and assembled at Wilmington

on the tenth of October, 1786. At this convention Vir-

ginia was not represented. The communications from

England formed of course the subject of consideration, and

in accordance with the wishes therein expressed, an act

was adopted by the convention, by which, among other

things, it was determined to restore to the Apostles' Creed

the words, " l:e descended int hell," a li to insert in the

liturgy the Nicene Creed ; and a copy of the proceedings

was directed to be transmitted to Virginia, accompanied

with the expression of a hope that the church in that state

would approve and adopt the same. The convention then

proceeded to sign the testimonials of those who had been

elected for consecration ; and though Virginia was unrepre-

sented, yet as there was evidence of Dr. Griffith's election,

his testimonials were prepared and signed also.

We are now ready to resume our narrative of the

progress of the church in Virginia. In the month of May,

1787, the third convention of that church assembled, but

not as before, under an act of incorporation. According to

the view then entertained of the effect of the repeal of the

act, the powers of government and discipline in the church

had returned to the members at large ; and for the legiti-

mate and proper exercise of those powers, the members of

the church in the several parishes had been invited to elect

two deputies from each parish, with full powers to form

and establish such regulations for government, discipline,

and worship, as they might deem best, and to provide

means for the care and proper use of such property as

yet remained to the church. The deputies thus elected

formed the convention of 1787 ; and the diminished number

of those who thus came together will justify the conjecture,

that, disheartened by the persevering hostility and success

of their opponents of other religious denominations, a large

portion of the church had yielded to despondency, and

looked upon further contest as hopeless. To supply the
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want of an act of incorporation, the convention passed an

ordinance, as they termed it, by which they constituted the

vestrymen, who iiad been elected under the law of incorpo-

ration, trustees to hold the glebes and other property, and

made provision for the triennial election of vestrymen

thereafter ; they secured to such of the clergy as had

glebes, the right of unmolested possession and enjoyment

against the vestry, and gave to the convention full powers

in all matters of doctrine, discipline, and worship. They

re-enacted also, in substance, the body of canons which had

been adopted in 1785 ; and for the purpose of providing a

uniform mode of supporting the clergy, it was recom-

mended to the churchwardens or trustees in the several

parishes to convene the members of the church, and call

upon them to determine the amount of compensation which

they were willing to affjrd their clergyman, to make such

amount permanent, and by their voluntary consent to em-

power the vestry to receive annually the sum agreed upon

from the several members of the church, in proportion to.

the tithables which each one might possess.

Having thus performed its duty, the convention next ap-

pealed to the members of the church, and asked for the per-

formance of theirs in the following affectionate terms :

—

** The address of the convention to the members of the

Protestant Episcopal church in Virginia.

" We, your pastors and lay deputies in convention as-

sembled, have, by the favour of Divine Providence, and ac-

cording to the privilege secured by the laws of our country,

to every society of Christians of managing its own tem-

poral concerns, and of regulating its discipline and wor-

ship, instituted certain fundamental canons, made neces-

sary by the repeal of the incorporating act, and have framed

rules for the order, discipline, and worship of our church.

We think, however, that to discharge fully the duty we
owe on this occasion to God and to you, it is incumbent on
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us briefly to put you in mind of some things which remain

for you to do, and to which, if you do not attend, all our

labours here must be ineflectual. To render our church

truly respectable, and our institutions of service to the

cause of Christianity, a general and regular attendance on

public worship, and the constant practice of piety and mo-

rality, in all times and in all places, are indispensable.

This is so obvious, that we trust we need only mention it

to you. A moderate but adequate provision for your

pastor, is another thing which must claim your attention

and exertions. Both Scripture and common sense point out

this to be your duty; and the omission of it involves con-

sequences which no real Christian can think of without

horror. The want of proper teachers must be the effect

of this omission ; and ignorance and error, with all their

train of evils, will follow. The very idea of being the

authors of so great an injury to the temporal and eternal

concerns of mankind must rouse and alarm you ; and we
trust will excite your most serious endeavours to provide

for the preservation of the pure doctrines of religion. The
general affairs of the church also require from you a small

contribution. We have been careful to frame our institu-

tions of a nature as simple and unexpensive as possible, but

we could not constitute a church which would call for no

support from its members. Recommending these things

to your attention, and you to the Almighty guidance and

protection, we are your affectionate brethren in Christ."

It will doubtless be remembered that in the convention

of the preceding year. Dr. Griffith had been selected as the

individual to be consecrated to the episcopate for Virginia.

It had been originally contemplated that he should cross

the Atlantic with the gentlemen who had been selected by

the churches of New-York.and Pennsylvania. These gen-

tlemen had visited England, accomplished the object of

their mission, and returned to this country invested with
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episcopal authority; but Dr. Griffith did not accompany

them
;
poverty presented an obstacle which he was not

able to surmount ; he was not supplied with money for the

purpose, and the deranged state of his private concerns

prevented him from undertaking the voyage.* The confi-

dence of the church in Virginia was however still continued

to him ; and the convention, at its session in 1787, directed

the standing committee to solicit his consecration at the

hands of Bishops Provost and White,f by whom the re-

quest would have been granted, but for the obligation to

the English bishops, to which they conceived themselves

in honour pledged, not to admit any one to consecration

until three bishops had been obtained from England.J

Another measure, adopted by the convention of 1787,

serves to indicate the deep sense entertained by the church

of the necessity of making some provision for a supply of

clergymen from among the native sons of the country.

The former source of supply was now closed, they could

henceforth look for but few clergymen from England, and

an experience of which they were now reaping a portion

of the bitter fruits, had probably induced them to think that

Virginians would make the best ministers for Virginia.

Poor therefore as they were, they notwithstanding resolved

to recommend it to the parishes to provide funds for the

education of two youths, from their early years, that they

might be trained for the Christian ministry: the clergy

were requested to preach annually a charity sermon in aid

of the object ; and the selected youths were to be under the

direction of the bishop and standing committee. The fact

is recorded to the honour of the Virginia church, for it is

believed, that after the revolution, this was the first step

made by any portion of the church in this country in the

important work of education for the ministry. The spirit

» Bp. White's Memoirs, 171, note. % Bishop White's Memoirs, 172,

t Journal of Virginia Conven- note,

tion, 1787.
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which prompted it is not dead in Virginia, and the future

pages of ournurralivc will furnish an agreeable manifesta-

tion of it in the history of the flourishing school of theology

at Alexandria.

The convention having thus provided for the affairs of

the church at home, it only remains to relate their proceed-

ings with reference to the church at large, as founded upon

the transactions of the two general conventions of 1786,

which have already been brought to our notice. The Vir-

ginia church acquiesced in the propriety of the measure

recommended by the general convention, that the church

in the several states should not receive to a pastoral charge

within their respective limits clergymen who professed

canonical subjection to any bishop in any state or country,

other than those bishops who might be duly settled in the

states represented in the general convention ; but they de-

clined a compliance with the recommendation not to admit

a clergyman who might receive ordination from any bishop

residing in America, during the pendency of the application

for the episcopate to the English bishops. Bishop Seabury

had now been consecrated, and some young gentlemen

from the South had received ordination at his hands, others

might also apply to him for orders, and among them might

be Virginians ; and as the church of Virginia does not ap-

pear to have ever entertained a doubt of the validity of

Bishop Seabury's consecration, she was probably unwil-

ling, in the dearth of clergymen, to preclude herself from

the possibility of a partial supply from this source. This,

however, is hazarded as a conjecture in the absence of cer-

tainty.

The opposition, which before had been manifested, to the

introduction of the phrase, " he descended into hell," in the

Apostle's Creed, still continued ; and the deputies appointed

to the next general convention were instructed to move

that the phrase should be expunged, and also to oppose the

restoration to the liturgy of the Nicene Creed.

c c
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As to the amended constitution of the church at large,

Virginia assented to it substantially, declaring only that

certain articles were for present emergencies, and there-

fore should be considered by her as of a temporary char-

acter merely; and she fully acquiesced in the propriety of

conferring on the deputies to the first general convention

which should meet, after a bishop or bishops had been con^

secrated, full power and authority to confirm and ratify a

general constitution for the church in the United States.

Discipline had been long and shamefully neglected in

Virginia, and the want of it had contributed more than any

other cause to prostrate the church : it is gratifying there-

fore to meet with evidence which shows that under her

new organization^ and when permitted, and in fact obliged,

to act for herself, the church was not disposed to tolerate

offending clergymen. Such evidence is furnished in the

fact that the records of this convention show the return of

proceedings of an examining court, constituted under the

canon, to examine into the alleged delinquencies of an

offending presbyter. We are thus furnished with one

more attestation to a fact written in letters of light upon

the page of ecclesiastical history—that in the church, per-

secution from without is the parent of purification within

;

and wron:^ as it undeniably is, yet, (in the exercise of that

high prerogative, by which God brings good out of evil,)

even persecution is made in his providence to minister to

holy and blessed uses.
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CHAPTER XL
1789-1794.

Resignation of Dr. Griffith—Poverty of the Church—Death and Character

of Dr. Griffith—Election of Dr. Madison to the Episcopate—Struggles

concerning the Church Property—Condition of the Church at the time

of Dr. Madison's Consecration—Bishop Madison's first Address—Cleri-

cal Education—Canon compelling the Bishop to hold a Parish—Preva-

lence of Infidelity and Fanaticism—Disastrous consequences to Religion

after the War—Bishop Madison's Proposal of a Union among different

Christian Denominations—His Plan of distributing Tracts—Revision of

the Canons—Virginia refuses to give the House of Bishops an absolute

Veto.

Under its new organization, the church proceeded, with

but little to interrupt the uniformity of its toilsome prog-

ress ; and the first incident, worthy of record, with which

we meet, is the resignation of the Rev. Dr. Griffith to the

convention of 1789. Three years had now elapsed since

his election: the convention had from year to year recom-

mended to the several parishes, contributions by which a

fund might be raised to defray the expenses consequent on

obtaining the episcopate ; but whether it is to be attributed

to indifference or poverty, or to both, so it was that funds

had hitherto been wanting ; and this circumstance, in con-

nection with the private affairs of the bishop elect, led him

to communicate to the convention of 1789 his relinquish-

ment of the appointment. The convention was not pre-

pared to appoint another in his place, and directed their

deputies to the general convention to inform that body of

the relinquishment of Dr. Griffith.
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There can be no doubt thai the necessity which forced

Dr. Griffith to the measure which he adopted, produced in

its results a strong effect upon the convention. It was

plainly seen that unless some remedy was applied to exist-

ing evils, the church in Virginia was likely to languish for

a long period of time under the want of episcopal super-

vision. The following appeal therefore, more urgent than

any which had preceded it, was sent abroad by the stand-

ing committee, under the direction of the convention, the

language of which exhibits no common degree of anxiety.

" Brethren,

"Convinced that the God whom we worship has fur-

nished us, if we be not wanting to ourselves, with ample

means for the preservation of that church of which we pro-

fess to be members ; satisfied also that it claims a founda-

tion the most truly apostolic, and that the proper support

of it involves our dearest interests, both temporal and

eternal ; it is with the sincerest regret that we contem-

plate the situation to which it is now reduced. We trust

that, you have also viewed, with sorrow, a situation so

humiliating to a Christian society; and we ardently hope,

that not unmindful of the blessings which the bountiful hand

of Providence hath so liberally bestowed on us in common
with other Christian societies, you now feel yourselves

conscientiously bound to improve, with gratitude and in-

dustry, those means which may tend to promote the pros-

perity of our church, and thus render the most pure and

rational mode of worship and instruction as extensively

beneficial as possible. Under these impressions, brethren,

we once more call your attention to the duty of completing

the organization of our church. The superintendence and

government of the episcopal office are indispensably neces-

sary. Without them, our religious concerns, important as

they are in the eyes of every serious member, we may add,

of every worthy citizen, must rapidly decline. But the at-
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tainment of those benefits which result from the episcopal

office, requires exertions, of a pecuniary nature, beyond the

abilities of a few individuals. It is not just, or consistent

with the principles of our religion, that the generous alone

should feel those burdens which belong to the whole of

the society, and which, if properly distributed, may be

borne with ease. We therefore earnestly recommend to

all the friends of the Protestant Episcopal church, that they

do cheerfully assist in raising the sum necessary for defray-

ing the expenses attendant on the consecration of a bishop.

Arguments the most pressing might be urged, were they

deemed necessary, to induce a ready compliance with this

recommendation. But we hope, that as you regard the

interests of religion, and of that church in particular of

which you are members ; as you estimate the advantages

which civil society must receive from a mode of worship

conducted on principles the most rational ; as you vene-

rate those instructions which so nearly concern your tem-

poral and eternal happiness ; and as you would, with a

parental tenderness, cherish the best means of improving

the morals of the rising generation, no one will on this occa-

sion refrain from casting his mite into the common treasury.

Let it, we exhort you, brethren, be no longer said, that we,

of all Christian societies, are alone inattentive to our re-

ligious concerns. It is time to awake from an inattention,

which, if continued, must prove fatal to the Protestant Epis-

copal church. That the divine wisdom may influence and

direct your exertions, at this important crisis of our church,

is the fervent prayer of your affectionate brethen in Christ."

That this appeal was not uncalled for is evident from the

fact that the whole sum which the treasurer had received for

the specific purpose of defraying the expenses consequent

upon the consecration of a bishop, was but little more than

twenty-eight pounds.* That the appeal was not made en-

Journal of 1789.
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tirely in vain, appears from the circumstance that the treas-

urer's report, at a subsequent period, exhibited contributions

to an amount nearly though not quite equal to the expenses

of Bishop Madison's consecration; and herelet it be recorded

with gratitude, (for it was a dark day for the church,) that

God put it into the hearts of some, who were strangers

and foreigners, to aid in establishing the episcopate in Vir-

ginia.*

But, to resume our narrative. It was but a short time

after the relinquishment of his appointment, that Dr. Griffith

found in the grave a release from the sorrows and the

cares of life. He had been appointed by the Virginia con-

vention of this year a representative to the general con-

vention which met in Philadelphia, in July, 1789, and

reached that city, but was never able to take his seat in

the convention. He died at the house of the bishop of

Pennsylvania, on the third of August, 1789, and the jour-

nals of the general convention attest the respect which

was entertained for his character. The senior clergyman

of the deputation from each state attended his funeral as

a pall-bearer, the residue of the convention attended as

mourners, while his friend Bishop White, and Mr. An-

drews, the lay deputy from Virginia, were chief mourners.

Few are now living who knew Dr. Griffith, but of those

few there is one whose attestation to his worth will, in the

judgment of the church in America, supply the want of

many witnesses. In the opinion of the venerable presiding

bishop, the confidence which was reposed by the church

of Virginia in Dr. Griffith was not misplaced : she had not,

in his day, any clergyman within her limits who was more

respected, and certainly there was none who had mani-

fested more enlightened or persevering zeal in the im-

portant work of reviving and organizing the prostrate

* Mr. Graham Franks, a London merchant, gave five guineas " as a

mark of his zeal for the Protestant Episcopal church in Virginia."—Journal

of 1791.
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church. In his feelings and conduct he was thoroughly

Annerican ; he thought the colonies wronged by the nnother

country, and throughout the struggle for independence, he

advocated their cause. He had deliberately cast in his lot

with the great majority of his countrymen ; and in the

alternations of storm and of sunshine, through which they

passed in the achievement of their liberties, he was ever

found true to his principles. It doubtless cost him, as it

did many other good men, the forfeiture of old friendships

and the severance of strong ties, but he felt that he was
right, and had the firmness to persevere. There may have

been many men more brilliant than Dr. Griffith, but he was
practical and active, and when he died, the church lost a

useful and a worthy man.

Many subjects of importance came before the next con-

vention, which assembled at Richmond in 1790. Of these,

the first was the election of an individual to fill the episco-

pate : the choice of the convention fell upon the Rev. James

Madison, the president of William and Mary College.

This gentleman was a native of Virginia, having been

born in Rockingham county in the year 1749. He was

educated at the seminary, over which he afterward pre-

sided, and was distinguished for his attainments as a classi-

cal scholar, and his eloquence as a preacher. He was also

well read in the science of law, having made it his study

under one of Virginia's most able jurists; and, in fact, he

was admitted to the bar, but never became a practitioner.

At all periods of his life, he was much devoted to scientific

studies, and furnished several valuable papers to literary

and philosophical publications. The habits of Bishop

Madison were those of a student ; mild and benevolent in

disposition, with simple yet courteous manners, he was

much esteemed by the circle of his immediate friends.*

His constitution was delicate ; and this circumstance prob-

* Allen's Biographical DictionBfy.
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ably made him less able to discharge the active duties of

his station : this was the more unfortunate, as the times

called for uncommon activity in the episcopal office. A
glance at the map will show, that from the present extent

of our diocesses, the situation of a bishop in the American

Episcopal church is not a sinecure ; to perform his duties,

he must traverse yearly hundreds, and, in some cases,

thousands of miles.

Obliged by canon to visit each church in his diocess at

least once in three years, there is not one of the American

bishops, not enfeebled by age or disease, who does not aim

to do more than this. Many of them pay an annual visit

to each parish ; and this course is felt by them to be essen-

tial to the growth and prosperity of the church. If in these

times such diligence be necessary, it is obvious that less

would not suffice when the church was seeking to recover

from a blow which had wellnigh destroyed her.

The situation of the property which had belonged to the

church before the revolution, still continued to excite atten-

tion. The effi:jrts ofother denominations to divest the church

of the glebes, had never been discontinued ; each succes-

sive legislature had been beset with petitions, in which the

ground taken was, that, as the property had originally been

purchased with funds which were furnished by the people,

therefore it now belonged to the people, and should be ap-

plied in some mode for the public benefit. From the year

1777 up to 1799, the Baptists never failed annually to me-

morialize the legislature ; and long after mutual jealousies

among themselves had prevented cordial and united action

on any other subject, they still continued unanimously to

ask for a sale of the glebes: in fact, that was the only

matter which the Baptist "general committee" ever car-

ried on to a completion, after the year 1792.* The mem-
bers of the church were not idle spectators of these cease-

* Semple'e History, p. 60.
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less efforts. Dr. Madison particularly directed his atten-

tion to the subject, and read to the convention an essay,

(for which he received the thanks ot" that body,) asserting,

on principles of law, the right of the church to the property

in question.* It was probably this production of the bishop

elect which led to the adoption, by the convention, of the

following resolutions :

—

"Resolved, that it is the opinion of this convention, that

the Protestant Episcopal church is the exclusive owner of

the glebes, churches, and other property held by the Church

of England in Virginia, at the commencement of the revo*

lution.

*' Resolved, that the principles upon which the said prop-

erty is held, are those only by which the rights of properly

are regulated.

"Resolved, that the interference of the legislature in the

sale of that property, or in the disposal of it to any other

purpose than that for which it is now held, would be a vio-

lation of the constitution."!

The standing committee were also directed to take such

metisures as might be deemed expedient to sustain the

rights asserted in these resolutions; and that accurate in-

formation of the condition of the property of the church

might be obtained, the several vestries or parish trustees

were desired to prepare a statement of the real and per-

sonal property of their respective churches, and transmit

the same to the next convention.J

We have already alluded to the fact that the earliest

legislation of the church, after the separation from Eng-

land, had reference to the long neglected subject of disci-

pline. The same anxiety which prompted this early action

still continued. The plan of dividing the country into dis-

tricts, and of appointing some respectable presbyter as

visiter in each of these districts, had probably been found to

* Journals of Oonvention, 1790. f Ibid. } Ibid.
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answer the purposes contemplated in its adoption ; for these

officers were still retained, and the canons which regulated

the trial of offending clergymen were amended and made

more explicit in the convention of 1790,

Soon after the adjournment of the convention, Dr. Madi-

son proceeded to England ; and on the nineteenth of Sep-

tember, 1790, he was consecrated in the chapel of the

archiepiscopal palace at Lambeth, by the Archbishop of

Canterbury and the Bishops of London and Rochester

;

and thus was the Protestant Episcopal church in this coun-

try furnished with three bishops of English consecration ;

and upon the return of Dr. Madison, the Episcopal church

of Virginia, after an existence of one hundred and eighty-

four years, saw, for the first time, a bishop within her

borders.

But, favoured as it was in this particular, the prospects

before it were still disheartening enough. As to the clergy,

greatly reduced in numbers, most of them were bowed

down with want, and felt all the misery of a poverty which

was wellnigh hopeless. Dependant upon the voluntary

aid which the people might see fit to afford, they were in

truth pensioners upon their bounty ; that bounty, too, was

in many cases necessarily limited ; for in many of the par-

ishes the people were poor themselves, and had but little to

bestow. Some, too, who might have been willing enough

in former times to adhere to the establishment, were ready

now to shrink from an avowal of attachment, when they

found that the church was an object of dislike to a large

and increasing body of their fellow-citizens, and that its

support would subject its acknowledged members to some

expense. Those of the clergy who were best paid were

but poorly paid ; and the condition of all of them was

humiliating enough. Again, when they looked around for

those who were to supply their places, after death had

removed them from the scene, they looked in vain. The

inducements were small, indeed, which invited even the
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most pious young men to direct their attention to the min-

istry ; for tiiey could not afford to starve, and no law; divine

or human, required the sacrifice at their hands : but even

had the number been large of those who were disposed to

enter upon the sacred office, the means of affording them

a competent clerical education were not to be had; and

we are proud to say, that in the American Episcopal church,

even in the darkest period of her history, an unlearned

ministry could find few or no advocates.

The clergy, too, were constrained from another cause to

look forward to the event of their own removal wiih most

melancholy anticipations. Many of them had families
;

and they knew not whence their widows and their orphans

were to derive even the necessaries of life: for even sup-

posing them to be in possession of a glebe, (which was the

best condition of the most favoured,) it could do no more

than yield a supply to present necessities, and afforded

no surplus which might be reserved for the wants of here-

after.

All these considerations and many more seem to have

been present to the mind of Bishop JVIadison, when he met

his clergy in convention for the first time after his conse-

cration. In the charge which he addressed to them, enter-

ing upon an examination of the causes which had con-

tributed to the depression of the church, he does not hesi-

tate, with great boldness, to ascribe its unhappy condition

to the clergy themselves. " I do not think," says he, " that

I should discharge my duty in the manner which my con-

science and my inclination dictate, were I not to speak

upon this occasion with all that plainness and freedom

which the importance of the subject demands. I know
that our church is blessed with many truly pious and zeal-

ous pastors,—pastors from whose example the greatest ad-

vantage may be derived by all of us ; but at the same time

1 fear there is too much reason to apprehend that the great

dereliction sustained by our church hath arisen, in no small
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degree, from the want of thsitfervent. Christian zeal, which

such examples ought more generally to have inspired.

Hath the sacred fire committed to our trust been every-

where and at all times cherished by us, with that watchful

and zealous attention which so holy a deposit required ?

Had it been thus cherished, might not that ancient flame

which once animated and enlightened the members of our

church, still have diffused its warmth? instead of indiffer-

ence to our church, might we not now have beheld many

of those members who have forsaken her, still ardent and

zealous in her support? Let us then be renewed,! entreat

you, in the spirit of our vocation, in that holy, fervent zeal,

which should be the distinguishing characteristic of every

minister of the Gospel. But how is that zeal to be dis-

played ? I answer, by our conversation and our exaynple.

Be thou an example of the believers, inword, in conversation,

in charity, in spirit, in faith, in purity. We are to watch

for the souls of others, as they that are to give an account.

If such be the nature, such the functions of our sacred em-

bassy, what minister, what priest, what bishop is there who

will not with pious awe reflect most seriously upon the

momentous charge committed to him ; and while he pro-

foundly meditates upon the extent of his duties, ardently

supplicate at the throne of grace the renewal of that fer-

vent zeal, without which the great ends of his ministry can

never be accomplished ?"*

This is but a small part of the earnest exhortation ad-

dressed by the bishop to his clergy. To the laity also he

appealed, and asked their co-operation in reviving the

church. After placing before them the value, and, indeed,

indispensable necessity of a well-informed, pious, standing

ministry to the promotion of the peace of society, to the

religious instruction of the rising generation, to the admin-

istration of the means of grace in the sacraments of the

* Journal of Convention, 1791.
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church, and to the continuance of the divinely instituted

medium of good in the preaching of the Gospel ; he recom-

mended thai each member of the church should consider it

his duty "to contribute in the proportion which the law for-

merly prescribed."*

The convention was not unmindful of the suggestions of

the bishop. A resolution was adopted, by which it was

declared to be •' the duty of every member of the Protes-

tant Episcopal church to contribute towards a decent and

comfortable support of their bishop and other pastors, and

to defray the necessary expenses of their church."

In the absence of a bishop, it was impossible to correct

the want of discipline which had been so long and sorely

felt; but now that difficulty no longer remained ; accord-

ingly, the subject was brought before the convention in the

episcopal charge. The bishop, approving most cordially of

the visitatorial system, which had now been for some years

in operation, enjoined it as an indispensable duty upon the

several visiters faithfully to fulfil the purposes of their ap-

pointment ; as, without godly discipline and the excision

of unworthy members, it would be impossible to resuscitate

the church.

A portion of the clergy, assembled at a visitatorial meet-

ing in one of the districts, had been so much impressed with

the unfavourable prospect of a future supply of clergymen,

that the subject had formed among them a topic of anxious

discussion. At the meeting of the convention, they pre-

sented the result of their deliberations to that body ; and

this gave rise to certain resolutions, and a canon, whereby

it was provided, that as there were no divinity schools at

present in the church, the instruction of candidates might

very properly be made part of the business of each pres-

bytery within its own bounds ; and the members of the

several presbyteries were required, instead of meeting

* Journal of Convention, 1791.
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annually on a certain day, to assemble as often as any stu-

dent of divinity should make application, to examine the

applicant, and, if his literary qualifications satisfied the

requisitions of the canon, to assign him a theme or text on

which to prepare a discourse to be delivered before them

on some future day.

To remove the solicitude, to which we have alluded, on

the subject of a support for the widows and orphans of

deceased clergymen, it was resolved by the convention

that a society, having for its object their relief, was highly

expedient.

There is to be found among the canons of the conven-

tion of 1791, one which very strongly indicates that a sus-

picious apprehension of bishops still lingered in the minds

of many Episcopalians: it was doubtless a remnant of old

political prejudices, and so far as it begat a watchful jeal-

ousy against the abuse of power in the prelacy, it was

wholesome in its eflects. The convention declared the

peculiar powers which belonged to a bishop, according to

apostolic institution, to consist simply in the powers of

ordination and confirmation, supervision of the conduct of

the clergy, and precedence in ecclesiastical assemblies

;

and they accordingly enacted that the episcopal office

should be understood to imply no other rights than those

just expressed ; and that every bishop, after his consecra-

tion, should hold a parish, and perform the duties of a

parish minister, when not occupied in the discharge of

episcopal duties.* This last provision, it may be remarked,

was needless; for that strong master, 7ieces5z7y, has always

obliged, and must long continue to oblige, most of the

American bishops to be laborious parish priests ; the

church needs clergymen too much to dispense with the

services of any who are able to perform the duties which

belong to a parish minister. Congregations are multiplied

* Canon xi.—Convention Journal, 1791.
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faster than clergymen are ; these must be supplied with the

ministrations of the Gospel ; and there has never yet been

a bishop among us who felt at liberty to withhold himself

from the duties of a parish, because of his official station

and cares. It is true that, in our extensive diocesses, there

is enough, and sometimes more than enough, to occupy

the time of the individual who has " the care of all the

churches ;" and as a measure of policy, it would be well

were all our bishops free from parish duties; but the time

must be far distant in which such an event is possible ; for in

many of our diocesses, the bishop's sole income is his salary

as rector of a parish. Virginia has long since felt the evil

of that very connection with a congregation which is en-

joined in this canon as obligatory on her bishop ; but Vir-

ginia has never been able to remedy it ; both her bishops

are now, and always have been, in charge of parishes.

The year 1792 presents but little change in the cir-

cumstances of the church, and is remarkable for little

more than the fact, that it witnessed the first episcopal

visitation ever made in Virginia. Upon his visit, the bishop

found the aspect of affairs better than he seems to have

anticipated. The clergy, though still wanting a decent

maintenance, were, for the most part, exemplary and

diligent in the discharge of their sacred functions. The

ecclesiastical legislation of this year, however, justifies the

inference that cause of complaint existed against some of

the clergy. The canon, making provision for the trial of

an offending minister, underwent revision, and a necessity

for its use probably led to that revision. The zeal and

piety of the laity had not become entirely extinct. The

bishop found on his visitation that the congregations were

in general numerous, and attentive to the forms of worship

prescribed by the church.

It is also probable that about this time some difficulties

had arisen from the interference of one clergyman with the

proper pastoral duties of another. In the unsettled con-
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dition of the church, and with the pressure of absolute

want to prompt some of the clergy, they were at times in-

duced to intrude into some church within the parish of a

brother clergyman. This was of course a fruitful source

of contention, and it was remedied by a canon which pro-

hibited the clergy from officiating within a parish having a

rector, without his permission. The right of presentation,

it will be remembered, had always heretofore belonged to

the vestries; certainly by statute, and, as they contended,

by the common law also.* In 1792, this right was ex-

pressly recognised, and continued to the vestries by the

canon just alluded to ; which also gave to the vestry the

exclusive right of electing the minister.f

We have already stated that the bishop in his late visita-

tion had found the condition of the church better than he

anticipated ; he had also seen distinctly the great difficul-

ties which impeded its progress; and it is necessary to

dwell upon these with some particularity. The two great

obstacles which retarded the growth of the church now,

were infidelity and fanaticism ; and those acquainted with

human nature will not be surprised at the remark, that the

last was very often the parent of the first.

As to infidelity, there never was, perhaps, a period in the

history of Virginia when it was more prevalent than at

this time. How far it had been made fashionable, as an

evidence of manly spirit and intellectual independence, by

the example of some who filled the highest offices in the

state, it is impossible to say ; but there is no doubt that

many of those who value names more than things, and fol-

low men rather than principles, very quietly dispensed with

the labour of thought, and submitted to take their infidel

opinions upon trust, at the dictation of those who were ele-

vated in society. It is an entire mistake to suppose that

* Vide ante, p. 54. t Journals of the Convention, 1792.
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the overthrow of the former state of things had led to the

immediate introduction of more serious and heartfelt re»

ligion among the people. On this subject there is evidence

derived from more than a single source. One who lived

both under the old and new condition of religious affairs in

Virginia, has left behind him a striking attestation on this

subject. "It must be apparent to every man," says he,

" that religion was more respected and revered, and had a

greater influence on the manners of men in general, while

the church had the countenance of the state, than it has

now."* And with no partial attempt to conceal the want

of religious feeling in the members of the communion to

which he belonged ; but depicting in mournful terms the

sad depression of the Episcopal church, he thus proceeds :—

•

"Nor do I find the aspect of religious affairs much more

encouraging in other societies or denominations. There

is an awful falling off' on every hand : true, they have

larger congregations on Sunday than our ministers have

;

and in their public assemblies, they may frequently return

thanks to Heaven for their religious liberty, equality, and

privileges, &c. But I fear they are so far from making

good use of these blessings, and duly availing themselves

of their privileges, that many will have an accumulated

account to render for misimprovements. By a letter from

a pious Presbyterian minister, I learn that religion is at a

low ebb among them. The Baptists, I suppose, are equally

declining. I seldom hear anything about them. The Meth-

odists are splitting and falling to pieccs.'*f

Lest, however, this should be suspected as the testimony

of a prejudiced witness, let it find confirmation in the

honest confession of others. The historian of the Baptists

informs us that " the war, though very propitious to the

liberty of the Baptists, had an opposite effect upon the life

of religion among them. From whatever cause, certain it

• Life of Rev. Devereux Jarratt, 155. t Ibid. 180.
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is that they siifTered a verv wintry season. With some

few exceptions, llie declension was general throughout the

state. The love of nnany waxed cold. Some of the watch-

men fell ; others stumbled ; and many slumbered at their

posts. Iniquity greatly abounded."*

It is true that all denominations afterward improved

;

but durint: the continuance of such a state of things as these

extracts describe, it is not wonderful that deism reaped an

abundant harvest. It is not our purpose to assign causes

for the general declension of religion; it may, however, be

remarked that fanaticism was not the least efficient. Igno-

rance undertook the work of instruction : enthusiasts of

warm imaginations, strong passions, and no judgment

stood up to teach; they would dream dreams and see

visions ; but, unfortunately, when they had a dream, they

did not " tell it as a dream ;" their fancied visions were in-

spiration if the silly were deceived; the more thoughtful

disgusted ; and Christianity suffered.

Ignorance, which supposes itself to be inspired, must be

conceited and dogmatical, and is always ready to " com-

pass sea and land to make one proselyte :" the industrious

zeal, therefore, which was employed in disseminating er-

rors, rendered the extirpation of those errors the more dif-

ficult. In a survey of the circumstances to which we have

alluded, it seems to have been impressed upon the mind of

Bishop Madison, that no very effectual check could be

offered to the combined evils of infidelity and fanaticism,

without more of unity among those who, while they dif-

fered on some points, were yet of the same opinion on most
of the great truths of the Christian faith. He had very

much at heart a plan which has since occupied the thoughts,

and called forth the prayers of many good men ; and which
they are reluctant to believe is too visionary for accom-

* Semple's History of Virginia t Bishop Madison's Address.

—

Baptists, pp. 36, 36. Convention of 1T93.
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plishment. Bishop Mailison desired to make an effort to

uuile all sincere Christians into one church. He was per-

fectly aware that it required an enlarged Cliristiian spiiit to

effect such an object. "There is no one," says he, "but

must cordially wish for such a union, provided it did not

require a sacrifice of those points which are deemed essen-

tials by our church; from them we have not the power to

retreat ; but in such matters as are subject to human altera-

tion, if by a candid discussion they could be found capable

of being so modified, as to remove the objections of any

sect of Christians, who maybe actuated by the same catho-

lic spirit, and thereby effect a union ; in that case we should

surely have reason to rejoice, not only in the event, but

also in being the first to set an example to Christians, which

it is the duty of all to follow; and in convincing them that

there is infinitely more religion in not contending, than in

those things about which they contend."*

Christians in his day were not prepared to make an

effort to bring about such a union, and, yielding to the

judgments of those whom he respected, the bishop sub-

mitted no proposition on the subject to the convention. It

is probable, that on the first statement of such a proposi-

tion, a majority of Christians at this day would pronounce

such a union to be impossible. Perhaps, however, we call

impossible that, which, upon trial, would prove to be very

diflicult merely. Great and almost incredible results have

followed Christian effort, carried out in other directions

;

and it must be confessed that the consequences of such

effort have far surpassed the most sanguine anticipations.

No man can certainly say that the effort for union is abso-

lutely hopeless, because it has never yet been fairly tried
;

but it may with certainty be said that if it ever is tried,

Chrisiiiin men must come to the work with perfect single-

ness of heart, and it must be prosecuted in the faith and

fear of God alone.

* Bishop Madujon's AddreBp to Convention of 1793.
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The subjects which invited the attention of il e conven-

tion of 1793, were deemed of so much importance by the

bishop, that he addressed a circular letter to the several

visiters, urging, through them, a general attendance of the

clergy. The most important business of the session was

an entire revision of the canons ; but, before proceeding to

consider them, it is due to Bishop Madison here to record

his recommendation of the distribution of religious tracts

as a means of doing good, at a time when, it is believed,

there was no tract society known in this country.

The bishop, in his address, proposed that the clergy then

assembled, should specify such pamphlets as appeared

most useful for doctrinal information, that a sufficient num-

ber of copies should be obtained for the congregations gen-

erally, and that through the clergy the people should be

supplied. But he wished also that something mi>re should

be done than to furnish tracts explanatory of the institu-

tions of the church merely. " Devotional tracts," says he,

"such as would inspire and keep alive the spirit of a warm
but rational piety, are greatly wanted. Let, then, such of

this nature also be dispersed, as the ministry may approve

and recommend to their congregations. They would not

only be thus called to active piety, but secured against the

impressions which the appearance of greater devotion and

zeal in other sects must always make upon the minds of the

religious. Many, educated in the bosom of our church,

desert it, not solely from a conviction of errors in doctrine,

but because the great bulk of its members seem indifferent

to religious exercises. Another society is sought for, in

which the pious are countenanced and stimulated by re-

ciprocal example. Why can we not introduce an equal

attention to religious duties among the members of our

own church? a conduct equally guarded and pious? It

must be done, or we shall have only the semblance of reli-

gion among us. We have approached too nearly to that

verge already."
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. He urged it also upon the clergy as an indispensable

duty to be diligent in visiting the families in their respective

cures, to labour for the general introduction of the custom

of family prayers, and to catechise the children.

The most important provisions of the canons were as

follows :

—

The minister, churchwardens, and vestrymen of each

parish, were made trustees to hold the church property

for the benefit of the Protestant Episcopal church ; and the

right of appointing a minister and of presentation was
continued in the vestries.

The convention had conferred upon it the sole power of

regulating " all the religious concerns" of the church, " its

doctrines, discipline, and worship ;" but not so as to affect

" any powers exclusively vested in the general conven-

tion."

The clergy were divided into
i
resbyteries of not less

than three nor more than ten members, with a visiter at

their head ; these presbyteries were required to meet an-

nually in April, and at any other time when it might be

necessary. The convention appointed the visiters, who
were required once a year to visit each parish in their

respective districts, and particularly to inspect the morals

and conduct of the clergy, privately to admonish or re-

prove offenders among them, observe violations of the

canons, and to report annually to the bishop. The presby-

teries were required also to take the oversight of all candi-

dates for orders in their districts, to direct their studies,

and to examine them.

The canon compelling the bishop to take the care of a

parish was repealed, and it was now declared merely that

he might do so if he wished. All accusations of the

bishop were to be made by three respectable persons on

oath.

Catechising, and the use of the surplice, were enjoined
;

and ministers were permitted to " encourage people to as-
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semble together in small societies at convenient times, for

their edification ;" and might " visit, superintend, and in-

struct such societies at their meetings," provided it was not

done to the encouragement of idleness, or the injury of

private families.

No person could be a minister who had not episcopal

ordination, and did not take an oath of allegiance to the

commonwealth of Virginia, and promise conformity to the

doctrines, discipline, and worship of the Protestant Epis-

copal church in the United States, and obedience to the

orders and canons of the cliurch in Virginia. He was

bound also to declare in writing, that he held his appoint-

ment subject to removal according to the canons of Vir-

ginia.

Pluralities were forbidden ; and no minister could leave

his charge to be absent more than a month, without permis-

sion of the vestry. When necessary, the vestry 'might

allow of non-residence in the minister.

District courts, composed of the clergy of the district,

with one vestryman from each parish appointed by their

respective vestries, were established for examining into

and deciding upon complaints exhibited against ministers;

and, if necessary, making arrangements for a trial accord-

ing to certain prescribed rules.

There was but one other subject acted upon by this con-

vention which calls for notice at our hands. The general

convention, at its meeting in September, 1792, directed

that the several diocesan conventions should be informed

that, at the next meeting of the general convention, the

propriety of giving to the House of Bishops a full negative

on the proceedings of the House of Clerical and Lay
Delegates, would be considered and determined.* The
convention of Virginia, by a unanimous vote, directed

their representatives to express on their parts the «' highest

* Journals of General Convention of 1792.
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disapprobation" of investing the House of Bishops with any

such negative. They also instructed them to obtain, if

possible, a repeal of a canon just passed by the general

convention, by which no clergyman was permitted to offi-

ciate in the parochial cure of another clergyman, without

express permission for that purpose obtained from the

incumbent, or, in his absence, from the churchwardens and

vestrymen.* The provisions of this law so closely resem-

ble those of a canon of Virginia, passed on this subject

only the year before,f but not incorporated in the revision

made at this session, of which we have already spoken,

that the only reasonable mode of accounting for this oppo-

sition to what certainly was a wholesome and necessary

provision, seems to be, that the law had been found in Vir-

ginia (where a parish sometimes contained several church

edifices, all of which could not, from a want of clergymen,

be supplied,) to operate injuriously ; and hence its omission

in the revised canons, and the opposition of Virginia to its

incorporation in the general canons.

* Journals ofVirginia Convention, 1793. t Vide ante, p. 212. '
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CHAPTER XII.

1794-1804.

Injurious Effects upon Religion, arising from Disputes about the Church

Property—Arguments used for and against a sale of the Glebes—Canon

against the Clergy's taking Offices in the Militia—Appeal to Law

—

Churchmen driven to despair—Law of 1802 for sale of Glebes—Effect of

Bale of Glebes in benefiting the Public—Desecration of the Sacred Ves-

sels by Debauchees—The Manchester Case—Consequence to the Church

of the Death of the President of Court of Appeals—Constitutionality of

Law for the sale of Glebes yet undetermined.

The history of the church, for several years to come,

presents a picture but little different from that which the

reader has seen exhibited in the previous pages. The

bishop, upon his slender pittance of one hundred pounds,

still continued to visit the parishes and make his annual re-

ports, which became more and more disheartening; the

number of clergy was gradually diminishing by death ; few

or none came in to supply their places ; the church lan-

guished ; while her opponents, increasing in numbers and

influence, never ceased to carry on the warfare against

her, and to exert themselves to deprive her of her property

in the glebes. The Baptists, as heretofore, were most

active in this business; and here we may properly pause

in our narrative, to contemplate the injurious effects of their

opposition upon the cause of Christianity, and to review

the grounds on which they urged, and Episcopalians re-

sisted, the sale of the glebes.

We have already seen that the condition of religion was

greatly depressed in Virginia ; truth compels us to say
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that the depression must in some degree be attributed to

Christians themselves; it was in part owing to the con-

troversies respecting the property of the church. There
is always to be found in society a class ready to avail itself

of any excuse for its want of personal holiness. In the

temper and feelings which were exhibited in the contest in

Virginia, between churchmen and their opponents, the ene*

mies of religion readily found the excuse which they de-

sired. It is not meant to insinuate, that the disputants in

Virginia were more violent, or worse than others would

have been elsewhere, under similar circumstances. But

good men (and it is hoped there were such on both sides in

this dispute) may, and do often betray those infirmities of

human nature which they are, afterward, themselves the

first most deeply to lament. Their subsequent repentance

meets perhaps no eye but that of God ; while the evils which

flow from their exhibition of angry passions and unchristian

feelings remain to furnish multitudes with an argument where-

with to appease a reproving conscience, and fortify them-

selves in their wickedness. It would be uncandid to conceal

the fact, that the dispute concerning the church property in

Virginia was one which called forth, on both sides, much bit-

terness of feeling and intemperance of language. It is best

that such language should be forgotten ; it is more pleasant

to quote the words of an aged minister of the church who
sought to allay strife. " This dispute is too nearly con-

nected with relijiion, not to partake of much of that ani-

mosity and rancour which are the unhappy effects of re-

ligious controversy. How different is this from the mild

spirit of that religion which breathes unanimity, forgive-

ness, meekness, and peace ! When we ourselves make it

appear by our conduct, that Christianity has so little power

over our hearts, can it be supposed that ever we will recom-

mend it to the esteem of others ? The infidel will never

believe us ; and the libertine will get confirmed in his vi-

FP
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cious practices. Alas t we pull down with our own hands

that church of Christ which we ought to build up and de-

fend. We fill the minds of the community, moreover, with

* wrath, hatred, emulations, envyings, and strife.' How
long shall it be before the doctrines of the Son of God have

full influence on the minds of men 1 How long shall this

land be filled with contention ! When shall we fully prize

the blessings which we enjoy ! We might now sit, every

man at peace under his own vine,' and under that fair

tree of liberty which we planted. But, alas I the canker

worm of jealousy feeds on its foliage ; the whirlwinds of

discord threaten to root it out for ever."*

The increase of irreligion was thus one of the great evils

which resulted from this contest.

Another evil was of a political nature. The question, as

to the sale of the glebes, was one of right simply ; circum-

stances unavoidably made it in some degree a question of

party. It was desirable that the individuals who were to

pass upon the question, the members of the legislature, should

know no man or body of men in the transaction : the con-

stitution and the law were the proper arbiters : the integ-

rity of that constitution and law was endangered by every

temptation to gratify any body of men in their interpreta-

tion: now, when the members of the legislature found

themselves beset annually by petitions, asking that the

church might be deprived of the property which she held ;

when these petitions were numerously signed ; and when

those who signed them were the electors by whom the

legislators were placed in the seat of judgment, it must be

confessed that there was some temptation to yield to the

wishes of the petitioners. But, unless the petitioners were

unquestionably right on the points of law involved, to yield

was wrong, no matter by what numbers the application

* Manuscript argument on the lale of the glebes, by one of the old Vir»

g'mia clergy, in the possession of the author.
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was made ; there was no pretence that the multitude who
petitioned were the best judges of a disputed matter in the

science of jurisprudence ; and as they might be mistaken,
the justice of the case was in danger of being sacrificed to

the demands of the multitude. It was not an instance of
the expression of popular opinion on a point o{ expediency,

(to which the legislature might perhaps have listened with
propriety,) but it was on a subject of right which rested on
fixed and unalterable rules. It must therefore be obvious,

that after having once expressed a wish to have the ques-

tion fairly examined, a perpetual succession of petitions,

dictating in effect the decision to be made, could only serve

to increase the risk of having that decision finally wrong*
As to the arguments by which a sale of the glebes was

urged upon the legislature, the principal were as follows :—
1. That most of the glebe lands were originally pur-

chased with money levied upon the people at large, and
that, consequently, whenever a majority of the people de-

sired a sale of the lands, they should be sold, and the

money applied to such other use as might seem best to

them.

2. That if the church was permitted to retain the prop-

erty, a certain pre-eminence and superiority was thereby

conferred, which was odious in a republic, and inconsistent

with its institutions.

3. That the fourth article of the declaration of rights of

Virginia asserted, "that no man or set of men are en-

titled to exclusive or separate emoluments or privileges

from the community, but in consideration of public ser-

vices ;" but the enjoyment of the glebes did confer upon
the church " exclusive emoluments from the community,"

and was consequently unconstitutional.

To the first of these arguments, it was answered that

some of the glebes were a private donation ; that those

which were purchased, were bought many years before^

—
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some of them more than a century; and that the " people,"

with whose money the purchase was made, were not dis-

senters, for there were few or none in the colony at that

day ; but were members of the establishment, and perfectly

content thai their money should be thus applied; that

having been thus applied, the "people" had voluntarily

divested themselves of it, and their descendants could not

now take it back, any more than they could other moneys

of which their ancestors had seen fit willingly to deprive

themselves : it was also answered, that upon this principle,

of a restoration to the " people" of money which the " peo-

ple" once gave, there should obviously be returned no

more than such a part as would be proportionate to the

original number of dissenters among the people who pur-

chased ; for if those who now asked for a sale of the

glebes had, from conscientious motives, dissented from the

faith of their fathers, they should thence learn that their

fathers also had consciences ; and with no justice or pro-

priety could they seek to undo what their ancestors had

done with a good conscience. But as to dissenters among

the original purchasers, there were either none at all, or at

best the number was very limited, and it was certain that

there were no Baptists among them.

It was also asserted to be very questionable, whether,

considering the great emigrations to the western country

and to other states, there was one-third of the inhabitants

remaining, whose ancestors had contributed to purchase a

glebe ; that if they were sold for the benefit of that third,

it would be impossible to ascertain to whom the proceeds

should be paid. If it should be urged that "the country"

first purchased, and that now they should be given back to

" the country," then it was to be remembered that that

country by a solemn act had declared that "in all time

coming" they should not be taken from the church ; and

that if it would be unrighteous in an individual to take back
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by mere force that which he had once bestowed upon an-

other, it required no small skill in casuistry to prove that

similar conduct was righteous in a state.

As to the second argument, it was said in reply, that the

question of permitting the church to retain the property

was one of right, founded on law, which republics were

emphatically bound to respect. That by the very law

which released dissenters from all taxes to support the

Episcopal church, the assembly of Virginia had pledged

its legislative faith, the most solemn pledge and firmest

sa-nction which a free state could give, that the property in

dispute should " in all time coming" be saved and reserved

to the use of the Episcopal church.* That to order a sale

of property thus solemnly reserved, would tend to sap the

foundation of those rights by which property in general is

held, introduce into the acts of the legislature instability

and uncertainty, exhibit a fluctuation in law unprecedented

in Virginia, and overturn that confidence and security

which the citizens of a republic should always feel in the

stability of purpose avowed by their selected representa-

tives. It was also said, that if pre-eminence and supe-

riority in the church were evils justly dreaded, a declared

preference for any other religious denomination was no

less to be deprecated ; and that if the glebes were sold to

gratify any sect or party, a distinction would be so far

manifested in its favour ; and would tend to furnish it, in

this patronage of the stale, with the means of establishing

its own creed upon the ruins of every other.

To the argument of unconstitutionality, as deduced from

the declaration of rights, the answer was, that " the com-

munity" under the government established after the revo-

lution, certainly had granted to the church no "exclusive

emoluments," for it had granted nothing ; it had only con-

* Sfle Laws of October, 1776, ch. ii. ; 9 Hening, 164.
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firmed to the church that which she had, and owned, and

enjoyed for more than a century before. But, in truth, the

fourth article of the declaration of rights had no bearing

upon the question, as was evident when the whole of it was

viewed together. The article declared " that no man, or

set of men, are entitled to exclusive or separate emoluments

or privileges from the community, but in consideration of

public services ; which, not being descendible, neither ought

the offices of magistrate, legislator, or judge, to be he-

reditary ;" thus showing simply an intention to prevent

hereditaiy honours, offices, or emoluments, in the civil

government.*

These are the principal arguments and answers which

from time to time were presented to the legislature upon

the question of a sale of the glebes generally ; there are to

be found also among the memorials and remonstrances,

some which concern the sale of a glebe in some particular

parish only, and these afford additional considerations for

and against the measure, founded upon the peculiar cir-

cumstances of each case, and possessing no general in-

terest.

In the midst of this warm contest concerning the glebes,

the convention of 1794 assembled, and repeating the former

instructions to the Virginia delegates to oppose in the gen-

eral convention the absolute negative which it was contem-

plated to give to the House of Bishops, and to seek the

repeal of the canon which forbade a clergyman to officiate

without permission in the cure of another, it separated,

without any other action on the subject of the glebes than

to direct the standing committee to address the members

of the church on the subject of its critical situation.

The state of depression to which the church was now
reduced, is attested by the fact that, in 17i-5, no convention

• These arguments and answers are compiled from MSS., copies of

memorials, dec, in the possession of the author.
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was held ; and it. is probable that such would have con-

tinued for many years to be the case, but for the necessity

imposed by a sense of duty upon the little remnant of the

clergy, to spare no effort on their parts to save to the

church the property which it had in the glebes. In this

course they persisted, notwithstanding the obloquy which

attached to them ; and accordingly, in 1796, it was unani-

mously resolved by the convention, " that by various acts

of the legislature of Virginia, the property of the church,

formerly established by law, has been confirmed to the

Protestant Episcopal church in this state ; and that there-

fore any legislative interference, without the consent of

the said church, by which its right to the said property

would be affected, would be a violation of the rights of

private property, and of one of the fundamental principles

of the present civil government." A memorial to the legis-

lature in the name of the convention was also prepared;

but so hopeless did the prospect begin to be, that it was

left to the bishop to present it or not, according to his views

of expediency.

It has already been intimated that all this strife concern-

ing property helped no man's growth in grace; and so

completely secular in their practices had some of the clergy

now become, that it actually became necessary to pass a

canon prohibiting them from holding military commissions.

It would, however, be most unjust to extend the censure

implied in this canon to the clergy generally. The number

of those for whom such a law could have been necessary

was very small.

Bishop Madison, in the exercise of the discretion con-

fided to him by the convention of 1796, submitted to the

legislature of that year the memorial touching the sale of

the property of the church. It was not acted upon by the

Assembly ; but the subject, according to some former pre-

cedents in matters concerning the church, already recorded,
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was submitted to the consideration of the people. Episco-

palians began now to think that their only mode of saving

the glebes was, if possible, with the concurrence of the

legislature, to dr;iw the determination of the question from

before that tribunal, and submit its decision to the courts

of law. With the concurrence of the standing committee,

the bishop, therefore, resolved to obtain professional advice;

and an opinion was sought at the hands of some of the ablest

jurists of Virginia. Bushrod Washington, Edmund Ran-

dolph, and John Wickham were consulted, and, as the result

of their deliberations, stated :

—

1. That the Protestant Episcopal church was the exclu-

sive owner of the glebes.

2. That so far was the title of the church from being

impaired by the Bill of Rights, that on no sound construc-

tion did they clash, but that the title of the church stood

upon precisely the same grounds with the rights of private

property, which had been recognised and secured by the

principles of the revolution and by the constitution.

3. That any question concerning the right of property in

the glebes could constitutionally be decided by the judiciary

alone.

Having obtained this opinion, the bishop called together

the convention in December, 1797, and in his address, di-

recting their attention to the church property, laid before

them the opinion just recited.

The convention appointed a committee to attend the dis-

cussion of their memorial before the legislature, and in-

structed them to propose to that body that the controversy

should be submitted to the decision of a proper tribunal of

justice.

The task becomes truly painful, of following through the

ecclesiastical records of this period the gradual but sure

descent of the church from level to level, each a little lower

than the former ; and of witnessing effort after effort made
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in vain by her few remaining friends to stay her down-

w^ard course. The picture presented by the bishop in one

of his addresses about this time, offers to our contemplation

a suffering clergy, temples in every stage of dilapidation

and decay, and an increasing indifference to the interests

of the church, which told too plainly that the protracted

struggle was fast driving Churchmen into the hopelessness

of despair.*

The last conventional effort of which we have any record

was made in 1799. By a resolution of that year, the bishop

was directed to employ counsel to defend the rights of the

church before the judiciary, whenever it should be deemed

most proper to bring the question before it; and it is to be

presumed that the church now sat down in patience to

await the blow, which probably was seen by all to be

inevitable. The crisis came at last; and on the twelfth of

January, 1802, the legislature passed the law, by virtue of

which the glebes of Virginia were ordered to be sold for

the benefit of ihe public. The warfare begun by the Bap-

tists seven-and-twenty years before, was now finished ; the

church was in ruins, and the triumph of her enemies was

complete.

Whether the argument of the friends of the church,

founded upon the constitution, the bill of rights, and

former enactments of the legislature, was deemed so

plausible as to require the interference of the Assembly

to deprive it of its force, it is not possible to say; but

so it was, that in January, 1799, an act was passed "to

declare the construction of the bill of rights and constitu-

tion, concerning religion," whereby every act which had

been passed since the revolution, touching the church

or its property, was repealed, as being "inconsistent with

the principles of the constitution and of religious freedom,"

and as tending " manifestly to the re-establishment of a

• Bishop Madison's Address, May, 1790.

o o
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national church ;" and it was further declared that Mr.

Jefferson's celebrated law " for establishing religious free-

dom," was a true exposition of the principles of the bill

of rights and constitution.*

The preamble to the law directing the sale of the glebes,

recited, that " the General Assembly, on the twenty-fourth

day of January, 1799, by their act of that date repealed

all the laws relative to the late Protestant Episcopal church,

and declared a true exposition of the principles of the bill

of rights and constitution respecting the same to be con-

tained in the act entitled ' An act for establishing religious

freedom ;' thereby recognising the principle that all prop-

erty formerly belonging to the said church, of every de-

scription, devolved on the good people of this common-

wealth on the dissolution of the British government here,

in the same degree in which the right and interest of the

said church was therein derived from them ;" and that

although the General Assembly possessed the right of au-

thorizing a sale of all such property indiscriminately, yet

being desirous to reconcile all the good people of this com-

monwealth, it was deemed inexpedient at that time to dis-

turb the possession of the present incumbents. It then

proceeded to enact, that in any county where any glebe

was or should become vacant, the overseers of the poor

should have full power to sell the same. The proceeds of

the sale were directed to be appropriated to the poor of the

parish, or to any other object which a majority of free-

holders and housekeepers in the parish might by writmg

direct, provided that nothing should authorize an appropri-

ation of it " to any religious purpose whatever." The

church edifices, with the property contained in them, and

churchyards, were not to be sold under the law, neither

were any private donations made before the year 1777, if

there was any person in being entitled to hold property

Laws of Virginia, edition of 1803, p. 388
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under the original donor. Gifts and subscriptions made

after the year 1777 were left untouched.

If there should be those who are disposed to view this

law as an illegal encroachment upon the vested rights of

the church, it is proper to remind them of the reasons

which satisfied those who enacted it that they were doing

right. They supposed that from the beginning the prop-

erty of the glebes was in the people,* not in the clergy, and

that, as the number of Episcopalians in the parishes which

remained was not a majority of the people, therefore no

injustice was done by the act in question. Many who

voted for the law felt compelled to do so by the force of

popular opinion.

The very natural inquiry will here be proposed, " What

was the effect of this law, and how far were the people

benefited by the sale of the glebes?" We answer this

inquiry in the words of one of our contemporaries, who

has always lived in Virginia :
—" Under this act not only

glebes, but churches, and even the communion plate, have

been sold."t " The purchasers of the glebes have, in every

instance where a sale has been made, paid, as it were,

almost nothing for them."| " After all that has been done,

how has the public been benefited, either in a moral or pe-

cuniary way ? If it has been benefited, let those who can,

show it. It is denied that the public has in any way derived

the least benefit from the sale of any of the glebes which

have been sold. It is well known that in some counties the

money has got into the hands of some of the overseers of

the poor, and there it has remained."§

Nay, at this moment, should we ask where are the ves-

sels which were once consecrated to the service of Almighty

God, to be used in that holy sacrament which the Redeemer

Vide ante, p. 55. et al. vs. the overseers of the poor

t Lee's Review of the Chancel- of Loudoun county et al. p. 15.

lor'a opinion in the case of Selden X Ibid. p. 26,
^

Ibid. p. 16.
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instituted " for a perpetual memory of his death and sacrr-

fice, until his coming again," what must be the answer

T

The sacred vessels of the temple have been scattered, they

have passed in some instances into impious hands. Withift

our own times has the fact occurred that a reckless sensu-

alist has administered the morning dram to his guests from

the silver cup which has often contained the consecrated

symbol of his Saviour's blood I* In another instance, the

entire set of communion plate of one of the old churches

is in the hands of one who belongs to the society of Bap-

tists.f It has fallen to the lot of the Bishop of Virginia, in

the course of his visitations, to witness the conversion of a

marble baptismal font into a watering-trough for horses.

These facts last recorded did not take place by virtue of the

law of 1802 ; for that authorized no sale of the furniture

©f the church : but still they are a consequence of that law;

they prove that when once the decree has gone forth which

touches what a church claims as its lawful rights—when

once the public are taught that their legislators feel obliged,

on such a subject, to yield to their demands—the barrier is

broken down ; might makes right ; and no man can foretell

how far the zeal of the people will outstrip the intentions of

their legislators. It is a fact worthy of notice that the

records of history present few or no instances in which the

spoliation of property devoted to literary or ecclesiastical

purposes, has not failed, first, to accomplish the benefit

which was avowed as the cause of the interference with

it ; and, secondly, to be stayed within the limits contem-

plated by those who advised it.

In view of the facts just related, we are constrained to

say, that if in her former prosperous condition the church

in Virginia had sinned more deeply than she is accused of

having done, even by her enemies, verily, in the ruin which

• MS. letter in the author's possession, from one of the Virginia

clergy,

t Ibid.
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we have now seen overtake her, she has made an ample,

and, to her, costly atonement.

It was not long after the passage of the act of 1802,

before the church found it necessary to bring the constitu-

tionality of that law before the proper tribunal for consid-

eration. This was done in the year J 804, in the celebrated

case of Turpin et al. vs. Locket et al., commonly known as

the Manchester case. The defendants, as overseers of the

poor, had undertaken to sell the glebe lands of the parish

of M.anchester, under the act of 1802; and the plaintiffs,

who were the churchwardens and vestrymen, filed a bill in

chancery, to prevent the sale by an injunction.*

The cause finally, by an appeal from the decree of Chan-

cellor Wythe, came before the court of appeals, the highest

tribunal in Virginia ; which, at that time, was composed of

Judge Pendleton, the president, with Judges Carrington,

Lyons, Roane, and Fleming. The last named gentleman,

however, did not sit in the cause, because he considered

himself interested in the decision.f

As the principles involved in the case were of great im-

portance, and the property of the glebes was of much
value, it may readily be supposed that the cause excited a

deep interest; and, after an elaborate argument, the court

declined then giving an opinion, and held it under advise-

ment. In the vacation which succeeded. Judge Pendleton

prepared his opinion in writing ; it was, that the act of

1802 was unconstitutional, and that the glebes belonged ta

the Protestant Episcopal church. But, on the night before

the opinion was to have been pronounced, Judge Pendleton

died;X and as Judges Carrington and Lyons were both

known to be of a similar opinion, the judgment of the court,

but for the death of its president, would have been rendered

on the next day for the church.

* 6 Call's Reports, 113. overseers of the poor of Loudoun>
t Lee's Review of the Chancel- p. 17.

lor's opinion in Selden et al. vs. t 6 Call's Reports, 187.
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After the death of Judge Pendleton, Judge Tucker was
appointed to succeed him, and the cause was again argued.

The grounds taken were briefly these : on the part of the

defendants it was argued, 1. That if the church had power
to hold the glebes before the American revolution, that

event destroyed such power ; and upon a dissolution of the

former political system, the glebes devolved upon the com-

monwealth.

To this it was answered, that by various legislative acts

adopted after the change in government, the very framers

of the constitution, who adopted these acts, conclusively

showed that they did not suppose the revolution had de-

stroyed the church : thus, on the very day after the decla-

ration of independence, the convention of Virginia altered

the Book of Common Prayer, to accommodate it to the

change in affairs ; and it should here be added, that Judges

Carrington and Lyons, both of whom were members of the

convention of Virginia, declared, in their opinion, that the

destruction of the church was not supposed, at the time, to

have resulted from the change of government. It was also

answered, that revolutions are intended to preserve rights,

not to take them away ; and that alterations in the form

of a government do not affect the rights of private prop-

erty.

2. It was urged that a distinction obtains between a na-

tural person and an artificial body, such as a corporation:

that even admitting the rights of the first to be unmolested

by a revolution, yet the rights of the latter are thereby

lost.

In reply, it was said, that as all property was matter of

civil institution, and the right to it was not natural, but in

all cases created by law, the ground on which private prop-

erty was held sacred applied as forcibly to a society as it

did to an individual.

3. It was argued that the church, as a society, lost its

corporate existence by the revolution: first, because the
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king, one of its integral parts, was gone ; secondly, because

incorporaled religious societies were contrary to the six-

teenth article of the bill of rights ; and, thirdly, because

the profits of the glebes were emoluments, which were for-

bidden by the fourth article.

It was answered, that neither of these positions was

true.

First, the king never was an integral part of the estab-

lished church, even in England ; but, if he were, then a

society is not destroyed by the removal of one of its parts,

provided enough be left to carry on its operations.

Secondly, the sixteenth article of the bill of rights relates

simply to the rights of conscience, and the mutual charities

due from man to man.*

Thirdly, the fourth article does not relate io property at

all, but to emoluments and privileges subsequently to be

created in favour of the great officers of government; and

refers to magistrates, legislators, and judges only.

Upon the second argument. Judges Carrington and Lyons

still retained their former opinion, Judge Tucker concurred

in opinion with Judge Roane that the act of 1802 was con-

stitutional, and that the glebes might be sold ; while Judge

Fleming, who was known to agree with Judges Carrington

and Lyons, still declined, for the reason before given, to sit

in the case. Thus the court was equally divided ; and, of

course, the decree below, from which an appeal had been

taken, was affirmed ; though it has never yet been deter-

mined by a majority of the court of appeals in Virginia,

that the law of 1802 is constitutional.

* The article is in these words :
—" That religi in, or the duty which we

owe to our Creator, and the manner of discharging it, can be directed only by

reason and conviction, not by force or violence, and therefore all men are

equally entitled to the free exercise of religion, according to the dictates of

conscience ; and that it is the mutual duty of all to practise Christian for-

bearance, love, and charity towards each other."
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CHAPTER XIII.

1805-1816.

Convention of 1805—An assistant Bishop proposed—Itinerating Clergy

recommended—Suspension of Conventions—Death of Bishop Madison

—Election of Dr. Bracken to the Episcopate—He declines—Utter Pros-

tration of a part of the Church—First dawn of Improvement in her Pros-

pects—Election of Bishop Moore to the Episcopate—Clergy not more

numerous than they were about Two Hundred Years before—Revival of

the Church—Zeal and Labours of the Bishop and Clergy—Bequest to

the Church—Discipline of the Laity—A number of new Churches built

— Old ones repaired—Difficulties arising from the Bishop's being a

Parish Minister—Theological Education.

The convention of 1805 opened with an attendance of

fifteen clergymen and sixteen laymen; and when it is re-

membered that the posture of affairs was now such as put

in peril everything to which the church had a claim, and

therefore made a loud call upon Episcopalians to come to

her aid with their counsels, we are constrained to con-

sider the limited number of attendants upon the convention

as evidence, that in the minds of Churchmen generally the

further prosecution of their cause was deemed useless.

Such, however, was not the sentiment of the few who did

assemble. Though feeble in numbers, they were yet reso-

lute in purpose ; and considering the great question of the

title to the glebes as yet undecided, they did not fail to put

upon their records a solemn protest against the law of 1802

as being unconstitutional, and unanimously resolved that the

bishop and standing committee should be authorized and

requested " to pursue to the end" the defence of the rights

and property of the church. They called also upon every

parish to send its contribution towards a fund for the pur-
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pose of defraying any and all expenses which might be in-

curred in carrying into eficct their resolution ; and that the

precise condition of every portion of the property in dis-

pute might be well understood, they required of the visiters

to report without delay to the bishop and standing com-

mittee the name of every parish, and of every incumbent

of a parish within their respective districts, what glebes had

been sold under the law of 1802, and what were then in

litigation.

Having thus disposed of the rnost important matter be-

fore them, they next directed their attention to the more

effectual government of the church ; both clergy and laity

were laid under more restraints than were common in

practice, and to a disciplined layman was allowed the right

of appeal to the convention from the sentence of his minister

and vestrymen.

Bishop Madison began now to feel the weight of years

and incessant occupation. He was verging towards three-

score, and in addition to the anxieties created by the con-

dition of the church, as exhibited in our previous pages, he

was also burdened with the cares of William and Mary
College, of which he still continued to be the head. Urging

therefore upon the convention the feebleness of a failing

body, he asked that an assistant bishop might be appointed

to aid him in the discharge of his duties. The convention

resolved that it was expedient to appoint such an officer,

but postponed the nomination of him until the next conven-

tion. This, it is believed, is the first instance in the history

of the American Episcopal church in which mention is

made of assistant bishops.

There was o/ie other measure brought before the con-

vention of 1805, which, according to the disposition of dif-

ferent minds, may be deemed an exhibition of commend-

able zeal, or a stroke of calculating policy. Many of the

parishes were without pastors ; it was therefore deter-

mined that they should be supplied by itinerating minis-

H U



2i2 PROTESTANT EPISCOPAL CHURCH [1805.

ters, to be selected by the bishop and standing committee,

and to be paid out of a fund to be raised by general sub-

scription in the chuiches. It is not improbable, that in a

newly settled country, where the population is scattered,

and society can scarcely be said to be organized, the sys-

tem of itinerancy may be advantageously resorted to for a

time at least; and even in older countries, when the desti-

tution of clergymen lias become great, it may be highly

expedient to introduce the same system ; it is iu fact but a

primitive species of missionary labour, and we know it to

have been often blessed in its results. There was doubt-

less in Virginia a necessity for more ministerial labours

than could be had, end the measure adopted by the con-

vention may therefore have been prompted by zeal alone;

but inasmuch as many of the parishes possessed glebes,

which, under the law of 1802, were liable to be sold in all

cases where there was no incumbent, the expedient of itin-

erating ministers, who periodically should visit destitute

parishes, may by some be uncharitably supposed to have

been a scheme intended merely to furnish the parishes with

ministers, so far at least as might be necessary to prevent

the sale of their property. A more probable and kind con-

jecture is, that there were exhibited such beneficial results

in the adoption of an itinerating ministry by the Method-

ists, that Churchmen were taught wisdom by their example.

The subject of an assistant bishop did not again come

under consideration ; indeed, the depressed condition of the

church was such, that there was no conventional meeting

before which it could be brought ; for it is believed that

from the period now under consideration up to the year

1812, no convention assembled in Virginia. It was the

dark day of the church: Bishop Madison was gradually

sinking under tlie combined weight of college cares and

episcopal anxieties, and seems to have yielded, in some

degree at least, to that despair which had already settled

on the minds of so many Churchmen. The rest of the
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clergy, greatly diminished however in numbers, still con-

tinued to officiate, and occasionally some one among them,

in whose case some peculiarity of circumstance was sup-

posed to exist, which exempted it from the ordinary appli-

cation of the law for the sale of the glebes, ventured to as-

sert his right by an appeal to tlie tribunals of the country;

and sometimes such an appeal was not without success.

Witli the exception of such occasional claims on the part

of the clergy, the evidence is nearly uniform, that all hope

of raising the church from the dust had been well nigh

abandoned by Episcopalians.

The death of Bishop Madison, which occurred on the

sixth of March, 1812, was the first circumstance which in-

terrupted this state of stagnation, and compelled the church

once more to assemble in convention. Thirteen clergymen

and twelve laymen accordingly met in Richmond, about

two months after the death of the bishop ; and among the

names of the clergy is to be found that of one, who, de-

scended from one of the best families of Virginia, and then

a very young man, but just ordained, had presented the

example, rare enough at that day, of relinquishing the

prospects which wealth and family influence might have

opened before him, and of devoting himself to the ministry

in the church of his fathers. That gentleman is now the

assistant bishop of Virginia, and is thus mentioned because

he was one of those who were most active in the resuscita-

tion of the church in his native state.

One of the most important measures of this convention

was the election of a successor to Bishop Madison. The

choice of the convention fell upon the Rev. Doctor Bracken,

by an almost unanimous vote. If additional evidence were

needed of the almost entire ruin of the church, it might be

gathered from another act of the convention. The number

of members required by canon to form a quorum was fif-

teen ; and the number necessary to adopt any canon was

twenty-five. Under this law of the church, it may well be
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questioned whether the body which assembled was legally

a convention ; and it is not improbable that a compliance

with the canon, as to the number of clergy, was at that

time very difncult, if not actually impossi^^^le. The con-

vention, therefore, from necessity altered the canon, and

made nine members competent to transact business, and

fifteen necessary to pass a canon in the conventions of a

state, which could once number its hundred ministers.

The effort to provide a successor in the episcopate proved

abortive, for in May, 1813, Dr. Bracken declined the ap-

pointment, and the convention of that year, which barely

had a quorum, did not proceed to another election. Such

had now become the poverty of some of the churches which

once supported their clergymen without difficulty, that the

convention felt the necessity of making some effort to save

them from entire destruction. This feehng gave birth to

the following resolutions:

—

" Whereas, from the destitute state of the churches in

this state, many piously disposed persons who are attached

to the doctrine, worship, and discipline of the Protestant

Episcopal church are deprived of the means of worshipping

God according to her venerable forms, to the great un-

happiness of themselves, as well as to the great detriment

of the church at large ;

"Resolved, therefore, that it is expedient to raise a fund

for the purpose of aiding in the suppoit of such clergymen

of piety and talents as may be obtained to perform divine

service in such districts in the stale as may be assigned to

them by the convention.

" Resolved, that the clergy and vestry, or any influential

members of the church in the several parishes in the state

be, and are hereby requested to use their best endeavours,

either by subscriptions or otherwise, to promote this ob-

ject.

" Resolved, that the members of this church generally,

are hereby most earnestly entreated to consider the ncces-



1813.] IN VIRGINIA. 245

sity of adopting zealous measures for the restoration of re-

ligion among us; that they endeavour to manifest their

gratitude to Almighty God, and their sense of the awful

importance of his blessed revelation ; that they consider

the unspeakable rewards they will receive from ti^at gra-

cious master to whom they belong, whose goodness de-

mands the warmest returns of love, duty, and obedience ;

and that they will contribute to the utmost in their power

to render this most acceptable service to his cause."

The standing committee was directed to prepare and

distribute an address upon the condition of the church ;

and an idea of its character may be gathered from the

tenor of the resolutions just recorded. Disheartening

however as is their language, it is proper to mention that

the journals of this year do exhibit some symptoms, faint

indeed, but still cheering, of reviving zeal for the church of

Christ. The period through which, for some years, our

narrative has been taking us, is one for the most part of

such gloomy darkness, that the smallest ray of light is felt

to be a blessing. The record is therefore made with grati-

tude, that, at this convention, contributions in aid of the

church were sent in from twelve parishes : let us not de-

spise them because they amounted in the aggregate to but

fifty-five pounds. We must not forget that there was a

time when nothing was contributed.

Thankful should we be also that we are about to emerge

from the darkness which has so long shrouded the church.

The fact recorded in the last paragraph was the dawning

light of a brighter day; the church in Virginia was now

about entering upon a course which has steadily continued

to the present day to be upward. The event which most

prominently marked its commencement was the election

to the episcopate of its present venerated diocesan, the

Riijht Uev. Richard Chatininor Moore. This event took

place in May, 18.4, and the journals of the convention, by

which the election was made, show the presence of but
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seven clergymen and seventeen laymen. We look back

upon the past, and are struck with the contrast. Seven

clersrvmen were all that could be convened to transact the

most important measure which our conventions are ever

called on to perform ; and this in a territory where, once,

more than ten times seven regularly served at the altar.

We look back farther still, and fmd the church, after the

lapse of two hundred years, numbering about as many

ministers as she possessed at the close of the first eight

years of her existence.

The choice made by this little handful of clergy and laity

was well and wisely made. If the Bishop of Virginia were

gathered to the rest of that blessed inheritance which awaits

him, it would be alike an act of duty and of pleasure to

permit ourselves freely to render that affectionate and

well-earned tribute of respect which, in doing justice to

him, would therein also do honour to ourselves ; but we

must not forget what is due to the sensitive modesty of

living worth.

The individual who truly deserves the esteem of his

fellows, is apt to possess a delicacy of feeling which pre-

fers that men should love him rather than praise him. In

our notice of the diocesan of Virginia, we would not shock

that delicacy.

The Right Reverend Richard Channing Moore, bishop

of the diocess of Virginia, was born in the city of New-

York, on the twenty-first day of August, 1762. His father

was Thomas Moore, son of the Honourable John Moore,

Esq., one of his majesty's council, for what, at that time,

was the province of New-York.

At the age of eight years, the subject of this sketch was

placed under the care of Mr. Alexander Leslie, professor

of languages in King's (now Columbia) College ; and, under

his instruction, he continued until the commencement of

the war of the revolution, at which period he had com-

pleted his classical studies.
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At the early age of sixteen he entered npon the study of

medicine, under the direction of Doctor Richard Bayley, a

celebrated physician and surgeon of that day; and after

completing his professional studies, he entered on the prac-

tice of medicine, in which he continued until the year

1787.

The religious impressions of Doctor Moore commenced
at a very early period, as he remembers their existence

even in his boyhood : during his practice of medicine, how-

ever, they returned upon him with increased force ; and

the result was a determination to devote himself to the

Christian ministry. The profession of an Episcopal clergy-

man was one which then held out no worldly temptation

to him who sought it; for it offered in most parts of the

country no recompense at all for his labours, because in

most parts the church had been prostrated by the war

;

and its remuneration was but scanty, even in those places

where the church had survived the storm. But Doctor

Moore had no worldly ends to answer, and therefore did

not hesitate to devote himself to a cause, not the less dear

or honoured in his eyes for being humble in the eyes of

the world. His purpose being fixed, he immediately en-

tered on a course of preparatory study, and under the

superintendence of his old preceptor, Mr. Leslie, he revised

his classical reading.

In the month of July, 1787, he was admitted to deacon's

orders by' the Right Reverend Samuel Provoost, the first

bishop of the diocess of New-York. There were several

circumstances connected with his ordination which im-

parted to it more than usual interest in his eyes. He was
the first individual who received orders at the hands of the

new bishop, and probably the first who ever received

episcopal ordination in his native city: at the time of his

admission into the ministry, he constituted the sixth or

seventh clergyman in the large diocess of New-York,
which now contains more than two hundred Episcopal
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clergymen ; and the ordination took place in St. George's

Chapel, where he had been baptized, nnd confirnried, and

at the altar of which he had first received the Eucharist.

In the following September, he received priest's orders in

the same chapel, and from the same bishop, and immedi-

ately took charge of the parish of Grace Church, in the

township of Rye, Westchester county.

The edifice in which the congregation at Rye now wor-

ships, is a monument of his zeal, and a part of the first

fruits of his labours in promoting the temporal as well as

spiritual welfare of the church, which he has so long and

so truly loved : it was by his exertions that the money

was raised with which this church was built.

In the latter part of 1788 he was invited to accept of the

rectorship of St. Andrew's Church, on Staten Island; to

which place he removed in the month of October of that

year. This field of his labours he continued to occupy for

twenty-one years, and he here reared for himself a me-

morial such as a Christian minister may contemplate with

gratitude. The flock committed to his charge increased

so greatly, that it was found necessary to erect a chapel

on the north side of the island, which was soon filled with

attentive hearers.

As a preacher, Bishop Moore has been eminently success-

ful : indeed, it may well be questioned whether the labours

of any one clergyman in the Episcopal church in the United

States have been more abundantly blessed than have those

of this prelate. With a manner the most persuasive and af-

fectionate, mingled with great earnestness of feeling,and un-

doubted piety, his preaching has, by the Spirit's blessing,

found its way to the heart of many a hearer. An incident oc-

curred in the course of his ministry on Staten Island so re-

markable, that it deserves to be recorded. The bishop was

never at any time disposed to countenance the unnatural and

feverish excitement in congregations, which, often the result

of animal emotion powerfully wrought upon, perhaps, by
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artificial machinery of man's inventions, sometimes passes

current for a work of the Spirit of God. He did not, how-

ever, perceive why the same Spirit, which by its blessed

influences operates on the heart and conscience of one

sinner, brinj^ing him to repentance towards God, and a

living faith in the Redeemer, might not also operate simul-

taneously on many sinners with the same happy result;

though, for the production of such an end, he knew of no

means, except such as were sanctioned in the orderly ser-

vices of the church to which he belonged. Prayer, public

and private, the stated worship of the church, her comfort-

able sacraments, and the faithful preaching of the Gospel,

were all the machinery of which he knew either the law-

fulness or the use. He had been persoveringly engaged in

the use of these for a length of time, until, at an hour, when
nothing unusual had seemingly occurred to produce any

solemn efiect, the minds of his people seemed to be simul-

taneously awakened to the infinite value of divine things.

It was at one of his stated lectures in the church, that

after the usual services had concluded, and the benediction

been pronounced, he sat down in his pulpit, waiting for the

people to retire. To his great surprise, he soon observed

that not an individual present seemed disposed to leave

the church ; and, after the interval of a few minutes, during

which a perfect silence was maintained, one of the mem-
bers of the congregation arose, and respectfully requested

him to address those present a second lime. After sing-

ing a hymn, the bishop delivered to them a second dis-

course, and once more dismissed the people with the

blessing. But the same state of feeling, which had be-

fore kept them in their seats, still existed, and once more

did they solicit the preacher to address them ; accord-

ingly he delivered to them a third sermon ; and, at its

close, exhausted by the labour in which he had been en-

gaged, he informed them of ihe impossibility of continuing

1

1
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the services on his part, once more blessed them, and

affectionately entreated them to retire to their homes.

It was within the space of six weeks, after the scene

above described, that more than sixty members of the con-

gregation became communicants; and, in the course of

the year, more than one hundred knelt around the chancel

of St. Andrew's, who had never knelt there before as par-

takers of the sacrament of the Lord's Supper.

It is not wonderful that in the retrospect of the facts we

have here related, the bishop should entertain an opinion,

best expressed in his own words, that, " although we have

the promise of heaven to be always present with the

church, still, there are particular seasons in which the

Almighty displays his power in a manner so overwhelm-

ing, as to command the attention of his rational creatures ;

to dispel that coldness which makes them indifferent to the

calls of duty ; to excite their gratitude to God for his mer-

cies ; to melt obdurate offenders into contrition, and to

oblige them to sue for forgiveness at the throne of grace."

Nor is it matter of surprise that the good bishop should be

led by this incident in his own ministerial experience, often

to impress, as he does, especially upon his younger clergy,

the duty, at seasons in which the Almighty manifests his

presence in a more than ordinary way, gladly to avail

themselves of such propitious times to put forth redoubled

efforts in their Master's cause.

In the spring of 1809, the bishop w^as invited to become

the rector of St. Stephen's Church, in the city of New-
York, and removed thither in June of the same year, leav-

ing his son, the Rev. David Moore, at the desire of the

congregation, in charge of St. Andrew's parish, on Staten

Island.

The new situation in which he found himself was one

beset with many difficulties. The parish was young, and,

at that time, the church, which time has since placed in the

centre of a crowded population, was on the outskirts of the
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city, with but little more than thirty families attending it

;

among which might be found about twenty communicants.

The bishop continued here ministering to an affectionate

and constantly increasing congregation for five years ; at

the expiration of which time, he was elected to the episco-

pate of Virginia, and left in St. Stephen's about four hun-

dred communicants.

The first invitations which the bishop received from Vir-

ginia were from several of the clergy of that diocess ; these

were, in fact, but proposals to permit them to elect him

for their bishop ; but New-York was his native city, he

felt that to him no other place would for a long time be

home; and, as he says himself, his heart dwelt upon the

tomb of his forefathers, with whom he desired, at last, to

rest in death, in the cemetery of Trinity Church ; he there-

fore declined their proposals. In a few weeks, however,

he received further proposals from some distinguished

gentlemen of the laity in Virginia, and then felt it to be his

duty to submit the matter to the consideration of Bishop

Hobart and the clergy of the city; and, after mature re-

flection, they were of opinion that he ought to accept the

charge ; he then gave his assent, was elected bishop of

Virginia, and, as we have seen, was consecrated in May,

1814.

The previous pages of our book will show the amount

of difficulties which he was called to meet in his new char-

acter ; the success with which he met them will, also, be

gathered from our narrative. The clergy were not nu-

merous, as we have seen ; and many of them were aged,

and, though faithful to the last, were not able to do much.

There were, however, four gentlemen of the clergy, whose

names deserve a place in the records of the Virginia church,

and who should be held by future Episcopalians in honour-

able remembrance, as instruments in the hands of God in

aiding Bishop Moore to revive the prostrate church.

Three of them are now with God ; and the fourth still
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lives and labours vvilh all the zeal of his earlier years.

These gentlemen were, the Rev. Dr. Wilnner, the Rev.

Mr. Norris of Alexandria, the Rev. Mr. Dunn of Loudon

county, and the present assistant bishop of Virginia.

It only remains to be added, that the bishop is nov^r in

the seventy-fourth year of his age, the fortj'-ninth of his

ministry, and the twenty-second of his consecration ; and

at a period of life when, as it would seem, he might fairly

ask for a little repose, he is contemplating the resignation

of his office as rector of the Monumental Church in Rich-

mond, not that he may sit down in idleness, but to devote

his labours exclusively to the duties of his higher office.

The convention, which immediately followed the elec-

tion of Bishop Moore, afforded most gratifying evidence

of the benefits which resulted from the fresh impulse

created by his presence, and almost by that alone, for he

had been able, from the shortness of the time, to do but

little. Men's hearts, however, were not now, as in times

past, " failing them for fear" that all was lost. Accord-

ingly, the assemblage of the clergy at the convention of

1815 was just double what it had been twelve months be-

fore, while the presence of twenty-eight lay representatives

attested the renewed interest which the laity began to feel

in the revival of the church of their fathers. The bishop

in his address informed the convention that he had found

in every parish whicli he had visited the most animated

wish in the people to repair the waste places, and restore

the church of their ancestors to its primitive purity and

€xcellence. He had seen congregations, upon the bare

mention by him of that glory which once irradiated with

its beams the church of Virginia, burst into tears, and by

their emotions show that they would no longer be idle

spectators of its present prostration. In two instances, at

least, parislies which had been for years destitute of min-

isterial services, and which to all human appearance had

sunk into the sleep of death, suddenly aroused themselves
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in all the vigour of perfect health. Nor were these out-

ward marks of prosperity all which the bishop was per-

mitted to witness: he found the minds of the people alive

to the truths of religion, and manifesting a sensibility to

divine things, which, he said, bordered on the spirit of

gospel times.

In the production of this pleasant change in the aspect

of affairs, much must be ascribed to the zeal and piety of

the younger clergy. It is not intended hereby to dis-

parage their elder brethren. Some were yet alive who
had known the church before the revolution, and passed

with her tiirough all her subsequent struggles ; they still

laboured for her with a love which no adversities had

been able to kill ; and in their limited spheres, limited only

because the infirmities of age forbade their enlargement,

they were found faithfully contributing their best efforts to

advance the cause to which their lives had been conse-

crated. But the younger clergy, fired with zeal, gave to

the work every faculty they possessed ; they laboured as

missionaries wherever and whenever they could. In the

language of the bishop, " they carried the standard of the

Lord Jesus Christ through a considerable portion of the

church : they went out into the highways and hedges,

preaching the truths of their Divine Master ; and by their

holy conversation with the people, adorned the gospel of

Christ."

Nor would it be just to the laity of Virginia not to men-

tion the cheerful discharge, on their part, of the duty of

making provision for the support of their clergymen, who
were generally left dependant on the liberality of their

congregations. An instance of this increasing interest of

the laity in the prosperity of the church was furnished,

about this time, by a devise made to the president, pro-

fessors, or masters of William and Mary College, of a

tract of land with certain slaves, in trust for the mainte-

nance of the clergymen within one of the older parishes,
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and for the payment of a small sum annually as a fund,

to be applied towards defraying the general expenses of

the church.

An increase in the number of the clergy was also one

of the happy fruits of the first year of Bishop Moore's

episcopate. He admitted three to the ministry, and en-

rolled four as candidates for orders.

The subject of theological education which had hereto-

fore, as we have seen, excited attention in the minds of

some, began again to awaken interest. The circumstance

which was the immediate cause of now bringing it into

notice, was a communication from the president of William

and Mary College, addressed to the convention, upon the

exf)ediency of providing a fund for the support of the theo-

logical chair in that institution, which had long been va-

cant. The matter was referred to the bishop and standing

committee, and it is probable that this incident contributed

in the hands of Providence to produce, a few years after-

ward, the theological school at Alexandria.

There was a topic of great delicacy which also came

up at this time for consideration. It is a fact, familiar to

the student of ecclesiastical history, that modern times

exhibit an almost total relaxation of the ancient ecclesias-

tical discipline: an entire restoration of it would probably

be neither expedient nor practicable, and yet nothing is

more certain than that it is ruinous to the spiritual welfare

of the church to permit crime in its members to escape

with impunity. If the church be really a society, it is

evident that there must be government in it; government

implies law ; and law implies penalties ; the infliction of

penalties is discipline. The only point of danger is, lest

discipline should degenerate into tyranny: let this be

guarded against, and no reasonable objection can be made

against the punishment of an offender, whether clerical

or lay.

The church in her rubrics, relative to communicants,
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has made provision for certain cases where the facts are

known to the clergyman, and the congregation has been

offended by the wickedness of the communicant, and these

rubrics were in existence at the period now under review

;

but offences for which a layman might be tried, and the

mode of trial, were not defined, either by rubric or canon.

Ample provision had been niade for bringing to deserved

punishment a clergyman who offended ; and now the

church in Virginia legislated for the discipline of the laity

also. Two canons were adopted (not, however, to take

effect until after the lapse of a twelvemonth.) By the first

of these it was declared that " drunkenness, incontinence,

profane swearing, general neglect of public worship, Sab-

bath breaking, irreverent behaviour during divine service,

gaming, extortion, and any other viciousness of life, are

crimes and misdemeanors for which lay members, who
are communicants of this church, may be reproved, pub-

licly censured, or repelled from the holy communion, ac-

cording to the degrees of the offence, and the age and other

circumstances of the offender." The other canon pointed

out the mode of proceeding: the clergyman, to whose

parish the offender might belong, upon information and

satisfactory evidence of his guilt, was required privately

to admonish him : if this failed to produce reformation, the

wardens and vestrymen were constituted a court for his

trial ; and upon his conviction by them, the minister was

to pronounce sentence ; which sentence could only be, re-

proof before the wardens and vestrymen, public censure in

the church, or repelling from the holy communion.

Whatever may be thought of the necessity for this act of

legislation, it affords, at least, evidence of the purity of heart

and high sense of the value of Christian consistency, which

belonged to the laity of the convention which passed it.

They were not unwilling to bring themselves under its

operation, because they wished no blot to rest upon the

honour and purity of the church. At this day, for con-
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sistent piety, the communicants of Virginia will compare

with those of any diocess in the confederacy.

Further reflection, probably, convinced the Churchmen

of Virginia that such legislation as had taken place was

not the most judicious ; but they never lost sight of the

importance to the church of consistency in its members.

The canons just mentioned never went into execution : in

181C they were repealed, and a substitute was provided

for them in the following terms: "Whereas, the present

state of the Protestant Episcopal church in Virginia has

experienced many and great inconveniences from the want

of such regulations and provisions as the good and whole-

some government of the said church required, and from

the non-performance of existing canons: now, in order that

such inconveniences may be removed, so far as lieth in this

convention, and that the rules and canons of the said church,

and also those of the general convention may be strictly

observed and enforced in all time to come : that all the

members of the said church, whether clergymen or laymen,

may be excited to the most zealous and commendable exer-

tions to further, by all justifiable means, the future pros-

perity of the church : be it ordained, that any lay mem-

ber of the church, being a communicant thereof, conduct-

ing himself in a manner unworthy of a Christian, may, and

ought to be, admonished by the minister and vestry of the

parish or congregation ; and if such member persevere in

such conduct, he shall be suspended, or expelled by the

minister and vestry; in which case he may appeal to the

ordinary, who shall have power to confirm or reject the

sentence."

This law gave rise to an opinion that the convention

intended thereby to withdraw from the clergy those

powers which the rubrics h;id given them of repelling

unworthy communicants. Such, however, was not the

fact ; but the discovery was ere long made that the uniting

of the wardens and vestrymen with the clergy, in trying
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the case of an unworthy communicant, and administering

discipline, was not in accordance with the rubrics; and

therefore it was enacted that the minister alone should

admonish or suspend an offending brother, "according to

the rubric." Tlius ended the legislation of the Virginia

church, on the delicate subject of lay discipline ; and it

will be seen that it gradually found its way back pre-

cisely to the point from which it set out ; furnishing thereby

another attestation to the prudence, wisdom, and modera-

tion of the excellent men, both abroad and at home, to

whom the church is indebted for the " Book of Common
Prayer."

The impulse given to the church was exhibited during

this year, in the fact that no less than ten new churches

were reported as being in the progress of erection, or

about to be built ; while eight of the old ones were under-

going repairs. A society was also formed for the distri-

bution of the prayer book and tracts ; and a fund was

commenced for the support of the episcopate. This last

measurewas one of much importance. Itwill be recollected

that, at a former period, the bishop was required by canon

to be a parish minister ; but long before this time it had

been seen that the requisition was unwise. The vast ex-

tent of territory within the jurisdiction of the bishop of

Virginia covered about seventy thousand square miles,

and to do justice to this immense region, required all the

time of one man. It, therefore, was obviously desirable

to release him from all duties but those which belonged

to his episcopal office. The value of an arrangement,

whereby he should be released from parochial duty, was,

at this time, more sensibly felt, from an observation of the

happy effects which followed upon his visitations : wher-

ever he went, he diffused a portion of that zeal which in-

spired his own labours, and in these labours no one could

have been more abundant ; he traversed his diocess from

north to south ; and, crossing the mountains more than
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once, his presence was both seen and felt east and west of

the Blue Ridge. He was compelled to be a missionary,

or see his diocess go backward. Churches began lo in-

crease, and the laity were forward in the good work of

restoring old edifices and building new ones, while the

cry came to the ears of the bishop with a distressing fre-

quency, (for it could not be answered,) "give us min-

isters."

Much, indeed, was done, but it was seen that more re-

mained to be done. The prostration of the church was

not the work of a day ; nor was its revival to be accom-

plished in any short time. The want which was most

severely felt, was that just alluded to, a want of clergy-

men : the whole number now amounted to about thirty,

while the parishes were much more numerous ; and, as

was natural under such circumstances, the subject of

theological education became daily one of increasing in-

terest. Indeed, this topic, together with that of a fund for

the support of the episcopate, were from this time onward

more prominent than any other subjects brought before

the church.*

The history has already been given of the attempt made

to introduce discipline, and of the final opinion that it

was most judicious to leave the subject where it had been

placed by the rubric concerning communicants ; but in

the convention of 1818, it was deemed proper to put upon

record, in the form of a recommendation rather than of an

injunction, the solemn testimony of the convention against

certain fashionable amusements, indulgence in which was

viewed as inconsistent with the purity of the Christian

* The fund for the support of the episcopate increased but slowly in Vir-

ginia. Indeed, in all our diocesses such has been the fact. As an in-

stance, however, of the interest felt by some in this matter, the fact is here

recorded of a donation of one hundred dollars to the fund, made by the aged

widow of the eiccellent Mr. Jarratt, who was for so many years a faithful

labourer in the vineyard.
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character. The introduction of this proposition into the

convention gave rise to much discussion, and several sug-

gestions and amendments to the proposed measure were

offered : it is, however, to be remarked, that all the amend-

ments proposed recognised the principle that conformity

to the world does not become the followers of Christ ; the

difference was therefore simply as to the mode in which

the church should express this principle to her members

The resolution was finally adopted, by the unanimous

vote of the clergy, and by seventeen out of twenty-six of

the lay members, in the following terms: '-Whereas, dif-

ferences of opinion prevail as to certain fashionable amuse-

ments ; and it appears desirable to many that the sense of

the convention should be expressed concerning them
;
the

convention does hereby declare its opinion, that gamingj

attending on theatres, public balls, and horse racing, should

be relinquished by all communicants of this church, as

having the bad effects of staining the purity of the Christian

character, of giving offence to their pious brethren, and of

endangering their own salvation by their rushing volun-

tarily into those temptations, against which they implore

the protection of their heavenly Father ; and this conven-

tion cherishes the hope that this expression of its opinion

will be sufficient to produce conformity of conduct, and

unanimity of opinion, among all the members of our com-

munion."

In the adoption of this resolution, the church in Virginia

did no more than give back a faithful echo to the opinion

expressed by the House of Bishops, in the general conven-

tion of the previous year, that the amusements above enu-

merated, " from their licentious tendency, as well as from

the strong temptations to vice which they afford, ought

not to be frequented" by the members of the church.

But the incident for which this year is most remarkable,

was the formation of an institution, from which the church,

not of Virginia only, but in various parts of our country,
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has reaped benefits worthy of remembrance. This was

the " Education Society." It began in what many will

consider a fortunate accident ; the Ciiristian, however, will

probably be disposed to think that the accident was God's

design. In the year 1818, a number of clergymen, with

several lay gentlemen of character and influence, had as-

sembled at Georgetown, in the District of Columbia, to

witness the services connected with the laying of the corner

stone of an Episcopal church, then about to be erected.

Among the gentlemen of the laity then present, there was

one who had taken under his protection an indigent youth

of piety, with the view of educating him for the Christian

ministry, which he earnestly desired to enter. The topic

of preparatory and theological education, as v/e have seen,

was familiar to the minds of all the Churchmen of Vir-

ginia ; and the case of this young man having led to an

interchange of opinion, they found that all were ready for

action. Accordingly, those present agreed to support the

youth, whose case was before them, by their voluntary

contributions ; and scarcely was this determined on, be-

fore their minds were led to the reflection that there were

probably many other young men whose situation was simi-

lar to that of their newly adopted beneficiary: this thought

gave rise to a suggestion, that a society might be advan-

tageously formed for the purpose of educating any number

of pious young men desirous of entering into the ministry

of the Protestant Episcopal church. The suggestion was

so favourably received, that the individuals present re-

solved to meet shortly thereafter in the city of Washington,

and form the society. They did meet, and the society was

duly organized ; but little, indeed, did those concerned sup-

pose that they were accompHshing a work so important

as theirs has proved itself to be. They did not dare to an-

ticipate the extensive results which have flowed from their

€fibrt. As soon as the existence of the society was known,

young men from various parts of the union sought and
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received its bounty. The plan adopted in the commence-

meni of its operations was one, suited to what it was sup-

posed would be the society's limited sphere of action. If

an applicant required preparatory education, he was placed

in some college most convenient to himself; and if ready

to pursue his theological studies, he was commonly put

under the supervision of the clergyman to whose congre-

gation he belonged. The expenses in either case were

defrayed by the society. This was not the most economi-

cal mode of accomplishing the ends in view, and it was

also liable to the objection that the beneficiaries were not

brought under the superintendence and care of the execu-

tive committee of the society. These considerations led

to measures, (more fully detailed on a future page,) which

contributed in part to a result not dreamed of in the

fondest expectations of the society
;

this was the establish-

ment of the theological school at Alexandria.

As our allusion to the society, hereafter, will be little

more than incidental in pointing out what it has done for

the theological seminary, it may be well here to dispose of

its history. It has then steadily pursued its course of use-

fulness, and commended itself to the atTectionate interest,

and cordial support, of its friends, both in Virginia and
elsewhere. In proof of this, it is only necessary to relate

what it has done. Nearly one-tenth of the clergy, of the

Protestant Episcopal church in the United States, have, in

whole or in part, been assisted by this society. One-sixth

of the present clergy of Ohio
;
one-eighth of those of Penn-

sylvania ; one-fifth of those of Maryland, and a large pro-

portion of those in Virginia, have derived aid from its

funds ;
while it is now affording assistance to about one-

seventh of all the students in the several theological

schools of the church in the United States.*

But to return from this digression. In the course

* For these statements, the author is indebted to the secretary of the

society. See them also in the " Southern Churchman," vol. i. pp. 33, 46.
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of the succeeding- year, a subject of much general in-

terest was broiig:ht to the consideration of the Virginia

church, which has subsequently been revived. It re-

lated to the division of large diocesses. In the general

convention of 1817, on the motion of one of the lay delega-

tion from Virginia, an alteration vs^as proposed in the con-

stitution of the church at large, whereby every state or

territory of the United States might be made to constitute

of itself, or in union with the whole, or certain portions of

any other state or territory, one diocess ; or might be di-

vided into two or more diocesses by the general conven-

tion, with the consent of the local ecclesiastical authority,

to be affected by such union or division. The subject of

a division of Virginia had before this time been agitated,

though it was never brought before the convention ; and

this probably led to the alteration in the constitution which

was now proposed. The voice of the church in Virginia,

however, was against any division : the fear was, inas-

much as it was also proposed to fix the representation of

the diocesses in the general convention, in the proportion

of one clerical deputy for every five clergymen, and one

lay representative for every ten congregations in the dio-

cess represented, that jealousies would be engendered be-

tween the larger and smaller diocesses ; and, therefore,

Virginia refused her sanction to the proposed alteration in

the constitution.

In the year 1820, the convention gladly availed itself of

circumstances which seemed to present a favourable open-

ino" to commence advantageously the work of clerical edu-

cation. It has already been stated, that the attention of

the church had been called by a communication from the

president of William and Mary College, to the expediency

of providing a fund for the support of the chair of theology

in that institution. It seems that about this time there

was a strong probability that a clerical professor would be

appointed to take charge of any theological students who

might desire his aid ; and as a valuable library of divinity
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(for which the college was much indebted to Doctors Blair

and Bray) belonged to the institution the convention

duly appreciating these favourable circumstances, recom-

mended them to the attention of the members of the

church
; and it is believed, that under the supervision of

Doctor Keith, then a professor in the college, some few

young gentlemen availed themselves of the advantages

there aflbrded.

This was, however, but the commencement of the work

in the cause of theological education. In the succeeding

year, the subject was brought forward in the report of the

committee on the state of the church. The importance

of retaininof within her own borders for education such of

her sons as desired to devote themselves to the Christian

ministry, was sensibly felt in Virginia. Indeed, a similar

feeling is found now to prevail, in a greater or less degree,

throughout the different parts of the confederacy. The
best clergymen for the respective portions of our country

are generally found to be natives of those portions ; and

in some regions, climate presents a serious obstacle to the

labours of any but natives. But when sent from home for

education, in addition to the risk incurred of diminished

local attachments by the formation of new ties and new
associations, on the part of those thus sent abroad, there

is another evil which is at present unavoidable : the de-

mand for clergymen exceeds the supply, and consequently

the student finds fields of labour which invite his entrance

in various portions of an extensive country. If no peculiar

circumstances call him back to his native state, he does

not pause long to make his selection, but is apt to enter

that which first solicits his labours, and it is often far dis-

tant from the place of his birth. Hence the evil has been

more than once complained of; and several of the dio-

cesses have exerted themselves, and with success, to pro-

vide the means of theological instruction within themselves.

This measure, however, has not been adopted in a spirit
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of hostility towards the general seminary of the church at

large; nor has it operated at all to impair its usefulness;

on the contrary, tliat institution has steadily advanced ever

since the diocesan seminaries have existed, and is now
more prosperous than at any previous point of its history;

nor is there any portion of the church which would inter-

rupt that prosperity. But at the time of which we now
write, fears were entertained of a different result. The

right of any diocess to establish a seminary within its

limits was never doubled ; but many questioned the expe-

diency of a measure which they admitted to be lawful.

Virginia was anxious not to be misunderstood in her course

on this subject ; and, therefore, while she recommended

the establishment of a theological school at Williamsburg,

the seat of William and Mary, and appointed trustees to

carry the recommendation into effect, by soliciting funds and

appointing professors, she made also a formal declaration,

that so far from meditating herein opposition to the general

seminary, she cordiall)' desired to witness the prosperity

of an institution so vitally connected with the reputation

and interest of the church. Experience, it is believed, has

long since removed all apprehensions of conflicting inter-

ests between the seminaries, and the prosperity of both

now calls for thankfulness.

The measures adopted by the convention of 1821 met

with a favourable reception from the members of the

church. The appeal made to them by the trustees was so

successful, that within a twelvemonth, more than ten thou-

sand dollars were subscribed within the diocess: a consti-

tution was adopted, by which, among other things, the

seminary was placed under the direction of the conven-

tion, and the course of study was made conformable to the

directions of the House of Bishops. In 1823, the funds of

the institution had been still more increased ; and an ex-

amination of the list of contributors will show, that in pro-

portion to the extent, both of numbers and means, no class
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was more liberal than the clergy; donations of valuable

theological works had been made by individuals; and the

first professorship had been filled by the appointment of

the Rev. Dr. Keith. But the most important measure in

the history of the institution, was its removal to Alexan-

dria, which took place about this time. By this removal,

the aid of the Rev. Dr. Wilmer and the Rev. Mr. Norris

was secured in the work of instruction, and but a short

time elapsed before eleven young men were enrolled as

students of the infant seminary. And here it is proper to

record the well-timed and acceptable help which the Edu-

cation Society afforded, by a vote of several hundred dol-

lars towards the payment of the professor's salary: indeed,

it is not improbable that this vote of the society, together

with its promised aid for the future, encouraged the church,

more than any other circumstance, in fixing the seminary

at Alexandria.

The pledge thus given by the society had the happy

effect of bringing the two institutions thus united con-

spicuously before the members of the church, and hence

they afforded to each other mutual aid. Pursuing its course

of gradual prosperity, the Alexandria school increased in

the number of its pupils, so that it was soon found neces-

sary permanently to establish another professorship. The
Rev. Edward Lippitt was appointed in 1825 to the chair

of systematic theology, and it is believed that his salary

has been entirely furnished from the funds of the Educa-

tion Society ever since his appointment. But the import-

ance of the society to the seminary was to be more fully ex-

hibited still. In the purchase of the farm, near Alexandria,

on which the buildings of the institution are placed, and in

the erection of those buildings, several thousand dollars

came, from the treasury of the Education Society; while

it has never failed to redeem also its undertaking, publicly

made, to afford assistance to every properly qualified ap-

L I.
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plicant, seeking an education for the ministry of the Pro-

testant Episcopal church.

Of the present state of the seminary, it is gratifying to

record the fact, that it never before was in so prosperous

a condition. Within the past year, no less a sum than

twelve thousand dollars has been given to it, by private

contributions, for the purpose of founding a third professor-

ship ; additional buildings have been erected, and instruc-

tion has been afforded to thirty-two candidates for holy

orders. But much still remains to be done, and it would

be wrong to distrust Providence by the fear that this insti-

tution will not be so provided for as greatly to enlarge its

sphere of usefulness. It now stands, even in its present

condition, an honourable monument to the piety and zeal

of the Churchmen of Virginia, for it has derived but little

aid out of the diocess in which it is placed.
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CHAPTER XIV.

1825-1835.

Difficulties arising from Bishop's Parochial Charge—Comparison of the

Church in Northern Neck with its Condition a Century before—Churches

devoted to secular purposes—Care of St. Paul's Parish, in King George

county—Bishop Moore offers to pay half the Salary of an assistant Min-

ister in the Monumental Church—Irregularity of Virginia Clergy in the

Use of the Liturgy—Bishop Moore's Warning—Refusal of Virginia to

agree to changes or alterations in the Use of the Common Prayer

—

Death of Dr. Wilmer—Bishop Moore proposes to the Convention to elect

an assistant Bishop—Dr. Meade elected—Restriction on the Right of

Succession—Proceedings of General Convention thereon—Dr. Meade's

Consecration—Sketch of his Life—Virginia removes the Restriction on

his succession—Conclusion.

The exemption of the bishop from parochial cares was,

as we have seen, an object of much sohcitude, which the

increasing state of the church was not calculated to di-

minish. A comparison of the condition of some parts of

the diocess with their former state, will illustrate most

strikingly the importance of leaving the bishop to look

after his diocess alone ; and at the same time show the

extent of the injury which the church had been called to

sustain.

In the year 1722, within the six counties of the northern

neck, there were twelve parishes, and more than twelve

churches and chapels,* all supplied with the ministrations

of the Gospel.

After the lapse of nearly one hundred years, what was

the spectacle which the Northern Neck presented ? Over

an extent of country, about one hundred miles long, and

fifteen miles broad, every church and chapel had ceased

* Vide ante, p. 84.
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to be used for sacred purposes. In pursuing the road

through this district of Virginia to the Chesapeake, here and

there might be seen sonrie sacred edifice, which still bore

the appearance of a decent Christian temple. So compactly

had it been built, that it was able to withstand the storms

of half a century ; and the cause of its preservation is prob-

ably to be found in the laborious toil which was necessary

for its destruction. But in other and more numerous

instances, unsightly heaps of ruins, which once were

churches, met the eye, and everything in the vicinity

wore an aspect of desolation. Such is not now, exactly,

the picture presented, but churches in ruins are still com-

mon enough in Virginia.

Sometimes it happened that the buildings were by

special acts of the legislature appropriated to other pur-

poses. Thus, in the region of country alluded to above,

the church of St. Paul's parish, in King George county,

was converted into a schoolhouse, while the produce of the

glebe was made a school fund for its support ; and this

was done at the request of the inhabitants of the parish.

After the church had been for some time used for purposes

of education, the school fund, as usual, was mismanaged,

and ceased to answer the end to which it was directed to be

applied, the school was broken up, and the building began

to exhibit symptoms of decay. The Episcopalians pe-

titioned the legislature for the repeal of the act which had

deprived them of the church ; and to the honour of those

who were not Episcopalians, it should be mentioned that

many of them joined with the members of the church in

their application to the legislature. The petition was

granted, the edifice was repaired ; and having been conse-

crated to the service of God by the present bishop of Vir-

ginia, it is now regularly frequented by a congregation of

devout and attentive worshippers.*

* MS. letter in the author's poasession, from one of the Virginia clergy.
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In consideration of the circumstances which have been

related on our previous pages, it is not to be wondered at,

that Bishop Moore, in the convention of 1825, should have

signified to that body his intention to employ an assistant

to aid him in the discharge of his duties as rector ofthe

Monumental Church in Richmond, and expressed his readi-

ness to pay one half of his salary out of his own purse.

The convention, fully sensible that such a measure was

absolutely necessary, from the great increase of episcopal

duty, resolved, that when the bishop had obtained an as-

sistant, he should communicate the fact to the several min-

isters and vestries of the dioccss, and inform them of what

would be required on their parts for his support.

From some cause, which it would, perhaps, be difficult

now to discover, an evil had gradually found its way
into the practice of the clergy, which calls for our no-

tice. The general tone of piety in the church of Virginia,

both among the clergy and laity, was of a character so

consistent with their professions of Christianity, that they

had no need to shrink from a comparison, in this particu-

lar, with any diocess in the Union ; but there was, notwith-

standing, in the public ministrations of some of the clergy

an irregularity which, at first view, may seem to be trivial

,

but which involves consequences of a very serious nature,

so long as uniformity affords evidence of unity. The ir-

regularity was to be found in the use of the liturgy; the

rubrics, on this head, were not always regarded. There

is, probably, no clergyman of the Episcopal church who
does not feel contempt for the vulgar calumny, sometimes

propagated, by those who ought to know better, that on no

occasion can he pray without the use of the " Book of

Common Prayer." In this particular, the clergy all under-

stand the liberty which they possess ; and there is prob-

ably not one who does not, on certain occasions, pray with-

out the use of that book ; but there are other occasions on

which he does not desire that liberty. These are occa-
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sions of public worship. It must not be understood that

the liturgy was entirely laid aside by any of the Virginia

clergy: all used some portions of it, but all did not use it

according to the directions of the rubrics ; and the conse-

quent inconvenience, to use the mildest term, induced the

bishop to call attention to the subject. Reminding the

clergy of the solemn promise of conformity to the rubrics,

made by them before ordination, he forcibly depicted the

effect upon devout vrorshippers, who, instead of following

the fixed rules of the church, with which they were fa-

miliar, found themselves embarrassed in their feelings, and

disturbed in their devotions by the capricious practices of

the clergyman in reading the services of the church.

It would seem that this conduct of some few of the

clergy (for they were few) had arisen, in the language of

the bishop, " more from inconsideration than design ;" for

the convention heartily responded to the sentiment ex-

pressed by their diocesan, and recommended " to the min-

isters a punctual observance of the rubrics, warning them

of the danger of yielding to prejudices supposed to exist

against the liturgy."

There was the soundest wisdom in this warning : where

,^ prejudices exist against the liturgy, or against anything

else belonging to the church, (and, unfortunately, there are

parts of the land where they are common enough,) the

best mode of eradicating the prejudice will never be found

to consist in yielding to its demands. The demands of

prejudice are always insatiable ; no concessions ever yet

satisfied it ; for concessions only foster its conceit of in-

fallibility.

Nothing of unusual interest is to be found in the records

of the Virginia church for the year 1826 ; in that which im-

mediately succeeded, however, we find evidence of a de-

cided attachment to the liturgy. In the general convention

of 1826, a proposition was made and agreed to in the House

of Bishops, to introduce certain changes in the use of the
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liturgy, as follows :—The minister was to be permitted, in-

stead of the portion of the Psalter, appointed for the day, to

read any psalm or psalms which he chose to select, except

on those days for which " proper psalms" were appointed

:

a wide discretion was also allowed the minister in the

reading of the other parts of the Scripture in the daily

service ; thus, instead of the entire lessons, he might read

suitable portions thereof, not less than fifteen verses ; and

the use of what is ordinarily termed the aw^e-communion,

was enjoined on all Sundays and other holy days. It is

worthy of remark, that in the zeal which led the bishops

so earnestly to labour for uniformity in the use of the ante-

communion, they should not have perceived that they were

paying for it by the destruction of that very uniformity

which they were so sedulously guarding. It was of very

little moment whether different practices prevailed in dif-

ferent churches, with reference to the use of the ante-com-

munion, or to the use of the psalms and lessons : of the two
evils, the entire omission of the ante-communion service is

probably less than would be the capricious selection of

psalms or lessons by the officiating clergyman. This

proposition, however, which certainly threatened the most

dangerous innovation on the liturgy that the church has

yet seen, was sent to the House of Clerical and Lay Dele-

gates, and by joint action of the two houses, was submitted

to the several diocesan conventions pursuant to the pro-

visions of the constitution.*

Bishop Moore was prevented by sickness from attend-

ing the general convention of 1826, and of course took no

part in the measures touching the liturgy, which have just

been presented. In his address, however, to his own con-

vention, in 1827, he betrays the anxiety of his mind on the

truly momentous question of a change in the liturgy. " The
church," says he, " has hitherto prospered in the use of the

* Journals of General Convention, 1826.
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liturgy, as it has been handed down to us by our fathers.

That uniformity of worship which has distinguished us as

a society, should the proposed alterations be carried into

effect, will be destroyed : the public worship of God will

be as various as the constitutions of our minds. To touch

a matter of so much consequence without the deepest re-

flection—to alter a service of such acknowledged worth,

without years of consideration, should not be ventured on.

The church in Virginia will never be induced, I trust and

pray, to depart from her prescribed forms ; but will defend

the liturgy in all its integrity, and prove to the Christian

world that we reverence the opinions of our fathers, and

are satisfied with that system of doctrine which they vene-

rated, and which they so highly valued."*

These sentiments met with the cordial approbation of

the laity and clergy of Virginia ; and long may they con-

tinue to do so ; for, whenever that period comes, in which

there shall be found in the church a spirit of innovation,

ready to tamper rashly with the liturgy, or a spirit of in-

difference, ready to countenance such rashness, the time

will also have arrived in which men may see the first

movements of her departing glory.

This year witnessed, also, the interest felt in Virginia

towards a general institution of the church, then but re-

cently established, now greatly enlarged, and still grow-

ing into an increasing importance. This was the Pro-

testant Episcopal Sunday School Union, which had been

founded by the general convention of 1826. The com-

mittee on the state of the Virginia church in 1827, brought

it to the notice of the convention ; and it was by that body

recommended to the churches throughout the diocess.

The annual meeting of the clergy and laity in 1828 was

marked by the absence of one who for many years had

been seen in the counsels of the church in the diocess, as

* Journal of Virginia Convention of 1827.
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well as in those of the general church. He was one who
had so much aided in the revival of the church in Virginia,

that he well deserved honourable remembrance. Doctor

Wilmer, who for many years had been a delegate from

Virginia to the general convention, and who had long sat as

president of the House of Clerical and Lay Delegates, had

been called to rest from his earthly labours. There was,

probably, no gentleman of the clergy in the diocess whose

loss would have been more deeply lamented. " He was,"

says Bishop Moore, " a man of business and of piety. He
loved his God, and the interest of the church was near his

heart. As a preacher, he was faithful, energetic, eloquent.

Like the Apostle Paul, he not only taught his people pub-

licly, but went from house to house exhorting them to pre-

pare to meet their God."

The respect of the convention for the memory of this

faithful and excellent clergyman, was attested by the mem-
bers wearing mourning during the session which next suc-

ceeded his death, and for some time thereafter.

The circumstance, however, which gave most import-

ance to the convention of 1828 was this: Bishop Moore,

then in the sixty-seventh year of his age, felt admonished

by the fact, that, though as yet the infirmities of age had

not disabled him from labour, or compelled him to diminish

aught of his allotted annual task, yet that it would be

wise to make provision for the consecration of some gen-

tleman of the clergy as his suffragan, or assistant bishop.

The bishop, therefore, brought forward the subject in his

annual address, and expressed his earnest desire, should it

meet with the views of the convention, that an assistant

bishop should be appointed while their diocesan yet re-

mained ; that in the hour of his departure, he might have,

at least, the satisfaction of knowing the individual who was

to carry on the work which God had so far prospered in

his hands.

There was, however, an obstacle in the way, to Tfhich

M M
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the bishop alluded. The constitution of the church in Vir-

ginia expressly declared, in one of its articles, that there

should " be but one bishop" to superintend its concerns.

Before, therefore, a suffragan or assistant could be elected,

it became necessary to alter the constitution, and for this,

the interval of a year was necessary. The committee to

whom the subject was referred reported that the contem-

plated officer was needed, and recommended the neces-

sary measures for effecting the desired change in the con-

stitution, and thus the matter remained until 1829.

In this year, the convention assembled at Charlotteville,

and as it was supposed that business of more than ordinary

importance would come before the body, the attendance

was numerous, both on the part of the clergy and laity

:

the bishop, however, was prevented by illness from being

present. It has already been stated, that the opinions of

the diocesan, on the subject of a change in the liturgy, met

with the hearty approbation of the convention ; and at this

meeting, (as a general convention was to come together be-

fore another annual assemblage of the clergy and laity of

Virginia,) the delegates to the general convention were in-

structed to use their exertions to prevent any of the pro-

posed changes in the use of the Book of Common Prayer.

After the formation of a diocesan missionary society, the

convention proceeded to the consideration of the proposed

alteration in the constitution, without which, as we have

seen, no suffragan or assistant bishop could be elected. A
large majority of the convention was found to be favour-

able to the change, when the following resolution was pre-

sented, and finally adopted by a vote of fifty against thir-

teen :
" Resolved, that this convention deem it expedient,

considering the age and bodily infirmity of our most ven-

erated bishop, to proceed to the election of an assistant

bishop, who is not to be considered as entitled to the succes-

sion^ but that it shall be the right and duty of the conven-

tion of the diocess of Virginia, on the demise of our ven-
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erated bishop, to proceed to the election of a principal

bishop, as a successor to the said deceased bishop."

The precise ground on which tiie convention proceeded

in withholding the right of succession from the assistant,

it would, perhaps, be diOicult distinctly to specify: it was
deemed expedient to do so ; and the right of the Virginia

church to pursue this course, seems to have been unques-

tioned by a very large majority. Under the resolution

the Rev. William Meade, D.D., was nominated by an

almost unanimous vote of the clergy, (two only out of

twenty-seven having deposited blanks,) and the nomina

tion was approved by the laity without a dissentient voice

:

he was therefore declared to be duly elected.

The case of a diocess, having a bishop and an assistant,

was not without precedent in the Episcopal church in the

United States. Such examples had occurred, but they

were few, and hence resulted the difficulty of clearly de-

fining the respective duties of the diocesan and his assist-

ant ; or of guarding against a conflict in the exercise of

episcopal power. The delegation from Virginia was,

therefore, instructed to bring the subject before the general

convention, that the number of bishops which a diocess

might have should be settled ; and that the circumstances

might be prescribed under which a suffragan or an assist-

ant might be chosen. The convention then proceeded to

sign the testimonial of the newly elected bishop.

We must now direct our attention to the general con-

vention of 1829. The election of Dr. Meade having been

made within one year before the meeting of that body, the

consideration of the case came before it, under the pro-

visions of the constitution, and there underwent a discus-

sion of some days continuance. Before we enter upon

the views which were entertained, it is due to Dr.

Meade to remark that no speaker expressed himself in any

terms but those of the utmost respect towards the bishop

elect. His worth and fitness were not questioned ; but *
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matter of principle was supposed to be involved in the

restriction put upon the right of succession.

The argument against the consecration turned chiefly

upon constitutional objections. It was, in substance, that

the constitution did not contemplate the possibility of a

bishop without a diocess ; and that, according to the spirit of

that instrument, it was at variance with the system of epis-

copacy, (as received by the Protestant Episcopal church in

the United States, associated under that constitution,) not to

guard against the possibility of such an event in the church,

as that of a bishop at large. It was said that Virginia had

not the right to impose any such restriction; and on this

head an argument was deduced from the state of the church

under the several colonial governments ; when, notwith-

standing the distinct rule exercised over the several colo-

nies, the church was one, and but one, united under its

only diocesan, the Bishop of London. That, consequently,

after the revolution, it continued to be one, and was not

made up of many independent churches then coming into

union for the first time, and reserving certain rights while

they surrendered others. How far this opinion is correct,

may be learned from some of our previous pages.* Cer-

tain it is, that the church in Virginia (whatever may be

the proper theory on the subject) always was in her

practice independent, and deemed herself at liberty to act

accordingly, up to the period when she gave her assent to

the great charter of union. In fact, (as was correctly re-

marked in the course of the discussion,) our ecclesiastical

legislature was here perplexed with the same delicate and

intricate question which has been so much agitated in the

halls of civil legislation: state sovereignty and the powers

of the general government came into collision.

It was also contended, that to impose the restrictions

under discussion, was a deviation from the general course

Vide ante, pp. 179, 184, 185, 190.
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pursued relative to coadjutors or assistant bishops. In-

stances might indeed be adduced to the contrary, and

some too in very early times ; but these are to be deemed

exceptions to the rule.

On grounds of policy, also, it was agreed that a restric-

tion upon the succession was to be deprecated. Factious

and ambitious presbyters would be tempted to raise parties

for themselves, in opposition to those possessed of an epis-

copate, the exercise of which was to cease upon the death

of the diocesan: and laymen of influence, it was said, (if

such restriction was countenanced,) might be led to im-

pose it for the purpose of keeping a temporary bishop in

subjection to their control, and thereby destroying his in-

dependence.

The result of the deliberations and discussions in the

House of Clerical and Lay Delegates was, that the testimo-

nials of Dr. Meade were signed by a majority of the mem-

bers, and sent up to the House of Bishops. Before, how-

ever, that body proceeded to the consecration, it sent down

to the lower house a declaration, as follows : " The bishops

cannot proceed to this important measure without declaring

their disapprobation of the provision in the election of Dr.

Meade, which prevents immediate succession to the epis-

copacy, on the decease of the present bishop of the diocess.

Nevertheless, this being a new case, in questions of conse-

cration in the church, in this country, the bishops, enter-

taining no doubt of Dr. Meade's succeeding to the dio-

cesan episcopacy, in the event of his surviving of the pres-

ent bishop, have not permitted the preceding consideration

to be a bar to his consecration. But they cannot proceed

to it without declaring unanimously their determination,

nor without recommending to the future members of this

house, now that the peculiarities of this case will have

ceased, not to give such further countenance to the innova-

tion, as might be construed to bind it on the church to her

lasting injury." And with this protestando, the bishops
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proceeded to the consecration, •which took place in Phila-

delphia, on the nineteenth of August, 1829.

Wilham Meade, D.D., assistant bishop of Virginia, was

born in Frederick county, Virginia, on the eleventh of No-

vember, 1789. His father was Major R. K. Meade, one

of the aids of General Washington during the war of the

revolution. His mother was a woman of eminent piety

;

and to her early instruction, under God, does the bishop

ascribe his own religious character, and subsequent devo-

tion to the ministry. Until the age of ten years, when, for

the first time, he went to school, he was educated entirely

by his mother : at this school he remained until he reached

the age of seventeen, when he was sent to Princeton Col-

lege. Here he continued until 1809, when he completed

his course of study. During his residence at college, the

fruit of an early religious education exhibited itself in an

increase of all his previous impressions, and a resolution to

devote himself to the ministry of the Episcopal church, in

which he had been baptized and trained, and to which his

parents belonged. After leaving college, he spent some

time in reading, with a view to the ministry, with a pious

and excellent clergyman, the Rev. Walter Addison of Mary-

land. In the fall of 1809 he returned to Princeton, with

the view of enjoying more advantages in the prosecution

of his studies than he could procure in Maryland. In this

purpose, however, he was disappointed, for in a few days

after his arrival he became sick, and continued so for some

weeks. As soon as he became convalescent, and was able

to travel, he returned to Virginia, so that he never pursued

his theological studies at Princeton. He, however, prose-

cuted them in private until March, 1811, when he was or-

dained deacon by Bishop Madison in Williamsburg. He
immediately commenced his ministry among his relations,

in the place of his nativity, where he had been officiating

as a lay reader for more than half a year preceding. In

the autumn of that year, he accepted an invitation to Christ
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Church, Alexandria, where he remained eighteen nnonths,

and then returned to his congregation in Frederick county,

of which he has ever since been rector. The bishop has

of necessity been much of an itinerant in his n)inistry, and

without having been so, his services had been less valuable

than they were in resuscitating the church. He is still in

the vigour of his days, and of his usefulness, and pos-

sesses a persevering industry, which promises much for the

cause of religion.

It will be remembered that the convention of Virginia

had directed its delegates to bring before the general con-

vention the subject of assistant bishops, with the view of

settling the point as to the number of bishops which any
diocess might have. Without any direct agency on the

part of the representatives of Virginia to produce this

end, the circumstances of Dr. Meade's case presented

forcibly to the general convention the fact that some legis-

lation was necessary. Accordingly a canon was passed,

giving in all cases the right of succession to an assistant

bishop, who should survive the diocesan ; and permitting

the election of one assistant whenever the bishop of a dio-

cess became " unable, by reason of old age, or other per-

manent cause of infirmity, to discharge his episcopal

duties."

When the convention of 1830 assembled, the subject

came again under discussion ; and the course pursued by

that body, representing, as it did, one of the most important

diocesses in the Union, was one which did honour to Vir-

ginia ; while at the same time it illustrated the happy

effects which flow from prudent counsels. Had matters

been pushed to an extreme in the general convention of

1829, and consecration being refused to Dr. Meade, on the

ground merely that he was excluded from the succession,

while it was admitted that his piety and talents entitled

him to the place which he had been selected to fill, and

while his elevation was desired almost unanimously by the
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Churchmen of Virginia, the consequences must have been

of a most serious character, and fatal to the harmony and

union of the church. Virginia, probably, never would have

submitted to the decision: but the course pursued was one

which, wisely guarding against the introduction of a dan-

gerous precedent, compromised no principle, and still grati-

fied Virginia in all that she asked : it inflicted no wound on

the feelings of the excellent gentleman who had been elected

assistant bishop, and left the diocess untouched, in the atti-

tude of independence which she had assumed. It was a ju-

dicious course ; and, as usual, the church is indebted for it

to the wisdom, the prudence, and calm thought of the ven-

erated man whom God has so long preserved to watch over

the infancy of the American Episcopal church, and to assist

in laying securely its foundations : the prelate who thinks

wisely, because he thinks dispassionately. Bishop White

drew up the protestation which has already been spread

upon our pages.

By adopting this course, the surest method was hit upon

of accomplishing all that the general convention desired in

the establishmcntof an important principle; and of inducing

Virginia, by her own voluntary act, to bring herself within

the operation of that principle, though she had previously

rejected it. It was an appeal made to the generous feel-

ings of the members of the Virginia convention ; and it

was not made in vain ; for in the convention of 1829, a

resolution was adopted, in the following terms :
" Whereas,

the general convention of the Protestant Episcopal church

in the United States have, by the fifth canon of 1820, pro-

vided that every assistant bishop, who may hereafter be

elected in the said church, shall be in all cases entitled to

succeed the bishop of the diocess in which he may be

elected ; and, whereas, the convention is desirous of pre-

serving, as far as possible, the harmony and uniformity of

the church, and of testifying its confidence in the assistant

bishop of this diocess : therefore, resolved, that the restric-



1835.] IN VIRGINIA. 281

tion annexed to the election of the assistant bishop of Vir-

ginia, be hereby removed."

If fidelity in the discharge of duty, and unwearied per-

severance be desirable qualities in a bishop, and may be

deemed sufficient to entitle him to exercise the episcopal

office while he lives, then the removal of the restrictions

on Bishop Meade's right to succession may be placed on

the ground of simple equity. His reports, made annually

to the convention, show that he is " in journeyings often
;"

and he is very far from belonging to the class of " un-

preaching prelates."

In 1832, the assistant bishop, besides discharging a full

share of duties in his own diocess, visited, by request, both

the infant diocesses of Kentucky and Tennessee. This

labour occupied three months, and contributed in no small

measure to forward the complete organization of those dio-

cesses ; both of which are now supplied with episcopal

services by their respective bishops.

But little remains to be added to our narrative. The

present condition of the church in Virginia is one of grati-

fying prosperity. With more than one hundred churches,

some of them the fruit of reviving zeal in parishes which

once flourished, but have long been almost dead, the dio-

cess now numbers more than seventy clergymen; and

with a missionary fund, unemployed in part, because mis-

sionaries are not to be had, the diocess is labouring to sup-

ply in some measure its necessities, by means of its semi-

nary at Alexandria. Of this institution, it is only necessary

to remark, in addition to what has already been said, that

it has afforded instruction during the last three years to

sixty candidates for orders, and has given thirty-six clergy-

men to the church.

Not to bear testimony, in conclusion, to the zeal and

piety of our Virginia brethren, both of the clergy and laity,

would be to prove a traitor to the cause of worth and good-

ness; which surely deserve honourable notice, none the

N N
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less because they do not stoop to seek it. The author of

these sheets, in taking leave of a subject which has, at in-

tervals, for a long time engaged his thoughts and occupied

his pen, hopes to be pardoned, should he indulge the ex-

pression of personal and national feeling: he cannot leave a

topic which, if it has brought some labour, has also brought

more pleasure, without tendering to southern brethren the

affection of a southern man's heart ; who, while he loves all,

yet holds it no sin to prefer some. His affection may at

times have blinded his judgment ; but that affection will

not diminish the fervour of the prayer which he offers, that

while prospered of Heaven, the Churchmen of Virginia

may not forget that prosperity brings danger with it; and

that in their own past history, the lesson is written, that

abused prosperity is apt to find its corrective, sooner or

later, in the purifying touch of persecution.

THE END.



[Note A, page 64.]

THE LOYALTY OF VIRGINIA.

It was not until recently that the loyalty of Virginia, immediately be-

fore and during the protectorate, was questioned. In the reference to this

note, the author, it will be seen, classes the last writer on American history

with those who have intimated doubts on this subject. It would be doing

great injustice to Mr. Bancroft, not to acknowledge the merit of his work.

It is especially valuable for its references to early authorities. The labour

of research, in the preparation of the published volume of the "History of the

United States," must have been great ; and the author of this note thinks

that he can appreciate it, because he has had to encounter a similar task.

Almost every rare and early tract or volume referred to by Mr. Bancroft

had been examined by the author of this book ; and, therefore, in the

perusal of Mr. Bancroft's volume, he found himself on familiar ground. To
the general accuracy of that volume, and the propriety of its references, the

present writer bears cheerful testimony. Feeling some American pride in

Mr. Bancroft's book, as being decidedly superior to anything yet written on

the subject of this country, the author regretted to find that he seemed to

doubt what appeared (to him at least) capable of proof as an historical fact,

most honourable to Virginia, and affording the only key to a solution of

some of the peculiarities both of individual and national character. In an

interview with Mr. Bancroft, (had since the page referring to this note was

printed,) it was with no little gratification the writer heard him disclaim the

intention of representing Virginia as wanting in loyalty ; under such cir-

cumstances, he of course retracts his observations on Mr. Bancroft's sup-

posed mistake. Having said thus much, as an act of justice to the author

of the History of the United States, the evidence which, to the mind of the

writer, established the fact of the loyalty of Virginia, and which it was

originally intended should alone constitute this note, is subjoined.

1. The uniform testimony of all the first historians of Virginia. The

question, it must be remembered, was one of fact, and evidence upon that

fact must have been afforded the one way or the other, in the everyday

intercourse of life. It would, therefore, seem strange that a mistake on the

subject should be made, and perpetuated without discovery, until modern

times. Those who lived nearest to the time, and wrote upon the subject,

could not, without contradiction, have asserted the fact to be one way, when
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all around them knew it to be otherwise. The presumption, therefore, is

in favour of the correctness of the early historians.

2. The known state of the colony at that time, with reference to the char-

acter of its population. Beyond all dispute, Berkley, the governor, was a

devoted adherent to the royal family. The cavaliers at home looked upon

the colony of Virginia as their place of refuge, and the land in which they

might indulge all their feelings of loyalty without stint or apprehension.

One of them gives this account of the matter. After relating the death of

the king, he proceeds

—

" The sad prospect of affairs in this juncture, gave such a damp to all the

royal party who had resolved to persevere in the principle which engaged

them in the war, that a very considerable number of nobility, clergy, and

gentry so circumstanced, did fly from their native country." " Of the num-

ber who chose to steer their course for America, such of them as inclined

to try their fortunes at Surinam, Barbadoes, Antigua, and the Leeward

Islands, were to be men of the first rate, who wanted not money or credit,"

&c., &c. The writer himself being, as he states, " nearly related to Sir

William Barkeley the governor," on that account came with his com-

panions to Virginia. The same writer informs us thai Berkley " showed

great respect to all the royal party who made that colony their refuge. His

house and purse were open to all that were so qualified :" and the fact is

put beyond dispute, that the stanch old loyalist kept up a correspondence

with the king ; for the very writer, from whom we quote, was himself sent

over at Berkley's expense, to find out the king in Holland, and have an

interview with him.—See J^orwood^s Journal of a Voyage to Virginia

;

6 Churchiirs Collection of Voyages^ 145. It is evident, then, that the

cavaliers were strong in Virginia. At the commencement of the civil wars

in England, the population of Virginia was about twenty thousand.—See

1 Holmes^s Annals, 315. It will not be disputed that of these, a proportion,

at least, was attached to the reigning family. Let it be supposed to be one

half; it probably was more. At the restoration, the population of Virginia,

from the influx of cavaliers, (few others had any reason to come,) amounted

to thirty thousand.—See 1 Holmes, 315. Here, then, is an increase of

ten thousand ; add it to the one half of the former population, and the nu-

merical strength will be on the side of the loyalists : add but the half of this

increase, and parties are equally balanced ; so that Virginia can not be pro-

nounced to be either republican or loyal. Are not the probabilities all on the

side of there being in the colony a majority of cavaliers ? If such was the

fact, Virginia must have been loyal.

3, Berkley remained in the colony, keeping up a correspondence with the

king, as we have seen, and the records of that day show the names of many,

high in oflSces of trust and profit, who are known to have been cavaliers.

There must have been a lamentable scarcity of men of a diiferent stamp,

which would hardly have been the case, had a majority been commonwealth
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men ; or, if the majority were commonwealth men, we must admit that they

entertained a singular preference for officers to whose political opinions they

were bitterly opposed. Be this however as it may, it cannot reasonably be

supposed that there was not a perfect understanding between Berkley and

the leading cavaliers ; and if so, then all were in correspondence with the

king. Couple this with two well-known facts, viz. that Berkley never left

the colony, (though the right to do so within a year was saved to him by the

treaty of surrender,) and that, the protector having died in September, 1658,

and the governor of Virginia soon after, Berkley was immediately appointed

governor in January, 1659. It matters not whether this appointment was

made upon the demand ofa tumultuous assemblage, as the early historians say,

or not : one thing is certain, that it could not have been made, had a tumul-

tuous assemblage opposed it. We must consequently admit, that the people

understood the matter and were content ; or we must suppose that in their

ignorance they followed their leaders—these leaders must have been loyal-

ists ; and in either case, the political character of the colony must have been

loyal. As to this matter of the tumultuous assemblage, a word of remark

may not be misplaced. It seems to be the particular most questioned, be-

cause it apparently contradicts existing records. Mr. Hening, in the Statutes

at Large, (the best History of Virginia, by-the-way, which has yet been

written,) doubts it, because he finds Berkley elected precisely as the other

governors had been in Virginia, during the protectorate. It is admitted ; but

is by no means inconsistent with the fact of a multitude having demanded

of him to take upon him his old office of governor. There may have been

a popular call to office, but not a popular election. That in the unsettled

state of the times was left to go on in the old mode, and probably because it

was well known, that those who were to make it were cavaliers, and conse-

quently ready enough to elect him whom the multitude preferred. Berkley

himself looked upon his election as one made in the exigency of circum-

stances, and did not consider himself as in, of his old official appointment.

The truth seems to be, that there was a temporizing policy pursued in this

matter, which was founded on existing circumstances. Oliver Cromwell was

(]ead—Richard had succeeded him. During Oliver's life, there was no prospect

of the restoration of the king, and Virginia submitted, however reluctantly :

but was Richard to prove an Oliver ? This was a question which time only

could determine. If he did, then Virginia had nothing to do but continue

her former submission : if he did not, then Virginia was very willing to

place herself in a position in which she might advantageously raise the

standard of royalty. She elected Berkley in the old mode; that suited the

commonwealth, if the commonwealth continued. Berkley had also the royal

commission, and no other man in the colony had ; this gave the cavaliers a

vantage ground on which to stand, should the commonwealth cease, and an

auspicious time arrive for unfurling the standard of the king. May not con-

siderations like these have operated in that day I On this theory, the seem-
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ing contradiction of the records of that day may all be harmonized. Accord-

ing to the view of Berkley himself, though elected by the assembly, (and,

therefore, in one sense their servant,) neither he nor they had any power be-

yond that which the necessity of the times forced some one to exercise.

Writing to Governor Stuyvesant, he says, " I am but a servant of the As-

sembly ; neither do they arrogate any power to themseh'es, further than the

miserable distractions of England force them to. For when God shall be

pleased in his mercy to take away and dissipate the unnatural divisions of

their native country, they will immediately return to their own professed

obedience."— 1 Smithes J^ew- York, 11.

4. Cromwell always viewed Virginia with suspicion : and the text fur-

nishes an instance of it, in the reproof with which he visited them for their

kindness to Maryland.

5. Contemporaries, actors in the scenes, residents in Virginia, have left

behind them their testimony, and it has come down to us to prove the loyalty

of Virginia. We have already mentioned in the text that, after the restora-

tion, when Sir William Berkley was called home on a visit, by the king, a

pamphlet was presented to the Bishop of London, which it is supposed

was prepared by direction of Berkley : it is entitled " Virginia's Cure, an

advisive Narrative concerning Virginia," &c., &c., and was printed in

1G61. In a passage, quoted in the text, the author (who was himself in Vir-

ginia) states, that the naval force of the parliament " had reduced the colony

under the power {but never to the obedience) of the usurpers." And as a

proof of it, in part, he states that " the people generalli/ bear a great love to

the stated constitutions of the Church of England in her government and

public worship ;" and the especial claim of Virginia to the kind and prompt

attention of his lordship, is urged upon the ground that, " in the late times of

our church's persecution, her people alone cheerfully and joyfully embraced,

encouraged, and maintained the orthodox ministers that went over to them

in their public conformity to the Church of England in her doctrine and

stated manner of public worship." A part of that public worship included

a prayer for the king, the use of which was, indeed, prohibited by one of the

articles of the surrender, but which the language of our authority would

justify us in supposing was, notwithstanding, used, particularly as we know

that other articles of the surrender were disregarded. Another contempo-

rary publication, to which we have referred in the text, is explicit on the

subject. The book is entitled " Leah and Rachell ; or, the two fruitfull

Sisters of Virginia and Maryland," printed in 1656. It was written by

John Hammond, who lived in both colonies, and in fact gives the first con-

temporary history which was written of the subjugation of Virginia by the

parliamentary commissioners. Speaking of Virginia, during the protecto-

rate, his words are, "Virginia being whole for monarchy."

Upon the testimony herein presented, the author has considered the fact

of Virginia's loyalty as one which is sustained by sufficient evidence.
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AN ACT FOR INCORPORATING THE PROTESTANT

EPISCOPAL CHURCH.

"Whereas the Clergy of the Protestant Epis-

copal Church, by their petition presented, have

requested that their church may be incorporated.

Be it enacted by the General Asscmbhj, That

every minister of the Protestant Episcopal

Church, now holding a parish within this com-

monwealth, either by appointment from a vestry

or induction from a governor, and all the ves-

trymen in the different parishes now instituted,

or which hereafter may be instituted, within this

commonwealth, that is to say, the minister and

vestrymen of each parish respectively, or, in case

of a vacancy, the vestry of each parish, and

their successors for ever, are hereby made a

body corporate and politic, by the name of the

minister and vestry of the Protestant Episcopal

Church in the parish where they respectively

reside ; and by the name, style, and title afore-

said, they and their successors shall for ever

lawfully have, hold, use, and enjoy all and every

tract or tracts of glebe-land already purchased,

the churches and chapels already built, with the

burying-grounds belonging to them, and such as

were beo-un and contracted for before the first

day of January, in the year 1777, for the use of

the parishes, with their hereditaments and apper-

tenances, and all books, plate, and ornaments

appropriated to the use of, and every other thing

the property of the late established church, to

the sole and only proper use and benefit of the

Protestant Episcopal Churcr. m the parish where

the respective ministers and vestries reside (ex-

cept the glebe in the county of Augusta ; the

rents or jirofits arising from which that are now
due, or that shall become due, until a sufficient

number of the professors of the church now in-

corporated by this act shall be formed into a

society in the said county, shall be, by the over-

seers of the poor, applied to the repairing the

church and churchyard, and for the support

of the poor of the said county), and where

the property is situate and being, agreeable to

the true intent for which it was purchased or

given ; and by the name, style, and title afore-

said, they shall be capable in law to hold, main-

tain, and recover all their estates, rights, and

privileges, and to sue and be sued, plead and be

empleaded, answer and be answered unto, de-

fend and be defended, in all suits, controversies,

causes, actions, matters, and things, in any court

or courts of law or equity whatsoever, and shall

have one common seal and perpetual succession.

Provided always and be il further enacted., That
in all proceedings of the-aforesaid ministers and

vestries, all matters shall be decided by a major-

ity of voles, and the minister shall in no case

have a negative on the proceedings of the said

corporation, except where his vote shall be with

or make a majority of the votes present at any

meeting of the said corporation.

And be it further enacted, That the respective

incorporated ministers and vestries of the Prot-

estant Episcopal Church shall have full power,

good right, and lawful authority, to have, take,

receive, acquire, purchase, use, and enjoy lands,

tenements, and hereditaments, and all goods and

chattels, and to demise, alien, improve, and lease

(glebe-lands intended for the minister's resi-

dence excepted, and those to lease and improve

during a vacancy) the said lands, tenements, and

hereditaments, and to use and im^ove such

goods and chattels to the use and benefit of the

said church within their respective parishes,

not to exceed eight hundred pounds yearly rent

or income, any law, usage, or custom to the

contrary notwithstanding : And that it shall be

lawful for the said ministers and vestries of the

Protestant Episcopal Church to apply any goods

or chattels belonging to the said church, to the

purpose of erecting or repairing churches, or

building or repairing dwelling or other house:;

for the use of their ministers, or school-houses,

as they shall from time to time think necessary

within their respective parishes.

AjuI be it further enacted. That the minister, or,

in case of absence or vacancy, the church-war-

dens, shall call a meeting of the incorporated

body as often as it shall be deemed needful, and

seven of the said body shall be a sufficient num-

ber to constitute a meeting for the despatch of

business, and shall have power, except in cases

of demising, alienation, or leasing, in which

cases a concurrence of a majority of the whole

shall be necessary to make such rules and or-

ders for managing ail the temporal affairs and
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concerns of said church as they, or the major

part of them so met, shall agree upon, and shall

think most conducive to the interest and pros-

perity of that church, and shall have the sole dis-

position and ordering of all payments of the

moneys belonging to the said church, and also

the appointing a clerk, a treasurer, and collect-

or, whenever they judge it nccessar)', and the

said clerk, treasurer, and collector at their pleas-

ure to remove, and to appoint others in their

stead. All v^hich orders and rules they shall

cause to be fairly entered and preserved in

books to be provided for that purpose.

A>id he It further enacted. That in whatever
parish or parishes within this commonwealth,
ministers and vestrymen are wanting to form a

body corporate and politic, agreeable to the di-

rections of this act, it shall be lawful for any

two reputable inhabitants, members of the Epis-

copal Church, to call together at some conve-

nient place, by notice duly given, the members
of the said church residing within such parish

or parishes, and there elect, by a majority of

votes, twelve able and discreet men, members
of the Protestant Episcopal Church, who shall

be a vestry to all mtents and purposes, and who,
with their minister, or'during a vacancy, with-

out a minister, shall be a body corporate and
politic by the same name, and shall enjoy all the

rights, powers, privileges, and immunities, as
by this act are given to the respective ministers
and vestries of the Protestant Episcopal Church
within this commonwealth.
And be it further enacted, That at all future

elections of vestries, no person shall be allowed
to 'ote who does not profess himself a member
of the Protestant Episcopal Church, and actual-

ly contribute towards its support. There shall

be elections of vestrymen every third year for

ever ; the hrst election to be held on Monday in

next Easter-week, if fair, if not, the next fair

day, and all succeeding elections on the same
day, except as before excepted, in every third

year ; whitfh elections shall be held and con-
ducted in the foUo'Aing manner, viz ; The mem-
bers of the Protestant Episcopal Church shall

assemble at their respective parish churches, or
at some other convenient place in the parish, on
Easter-Monday, except as before excepted, every
third year, and then and there elect twelve able
and discreet men, members of the same church,
who shall, previous to their entering on the
office of vestrymen, subscribe in vestry to be
conformable to the doctrine, discipline, and wor-
ship of the Protestant Episcopal Church. Two
of the vestry so chosen shall, by a majority of
the vestry assembled, be nominated church-
wardens, who, or either of whom, and their suc-
cessors, shall preside at all future elections,
shall take care that the elections are conducted
in a fair and orderly manner, and shall be judges
of the qualifications of electors. And to the
intent that vacancies in vestries may be filled

up. He it enacted. That whenever vacancies in

vestries shall happen, either by death, resigna-
tion, or removal from the parish, the remaining
vfsirymen, or a quorum of them, shall choose
sucli persons as tiiej may judge proper to siippiy

the office of vestrymen ; who, on their subscri-

bing in vestry as before directed, shall continue

in office until the next general election of ves-

tries, except they remove from the parish for

which they were elected, or shall resign.

And be it further enacted, That the ministers

and vestries of the respective parishes, or the

person or persons authorized by them to manage
the temporal concerns of the Protestant Episco-

pal Church in the respective parishes, shall, and
they are hereby required, on the court-day of

tlieir respective counties next following the tri-

ennial elections, and so continually once in

every three years, at the court aforesaid, to ex-

hibit upon oath an account and inventory of all

the estate, both real and personal, belonging to

their respective churches or religious societies,

together with the account of the annual revenue

arising therefrom ; and in case the vestry of any
parish, or the person or persons intrusted with

the care of the temporalities of the respective

churches or religious societies of the Protestant

Episcopal Church, shall fail to exhibit an ac-

count and inventory of the estate and annual rev-

enue of the said churches respectively, for the

space of twelve months after the expiration of

the three years within which time they are

hereby required to render such account and in-

ventory, the vestry for the parish thus failing

shall forfeit and pay the sum of one hundred
pounds, to the use of the commonwealth, to be

recovered by action of debt in any court of rec-

ord ; and in case the account and inventory shall

not be returned at the time appointed after the

next general election, the vestry thus failing

shall cease to be a body corporate.

And be it further enacted. That in all cases

where it shall appear by the account and inven-

tory rendered as aforesaid, that the annual rev-

enue of any church exceeds the said sum of
eight hundred pounds, the court before whom
such account is rendered is hereby required to

report the same, together with the account and
inventory by which such excess appears, to the

executive, to be by them laid before the General
Assembly at their next session. And to the in-

tent that the Protestant Episcopal Church may
be released from those restraints which are yet

imposed on her by the laws of this common-
wealth,

Re it enacted, That all former acts relating to

the elections, qualifications, powers, and duties

of vestrymen and church-wardens, all former
acts for the support of the clergy, all former acts

relating to the appointment or qualilicalions or

duties of ministers, all acts enjoining the obser-

vance of any particular liturgy or form of wor-
shij), the use of any particular catechism or mode
of faith, and the observance of fasts and festi-

vals, and all former acts imposing penalties on
clergymen for neglecting to keep registers, or

neglecting to give notice of any observance, or

publishing any law, and every other act or
clauses of acts within the purview of this act,

are hereby repealed ; and all the vestries within

this commonwealth are, on the day before the

Monday of next Easter-week, declared to be dis-

solved ; and the Protestant Episcopal Churcti
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within this commonwealth is hereby authorized

;

to regulate (in conventions of their churcli to be

held so often as, and where they think proper,
|

and to consist of a deputation of two persons

from each parish, whereof the minister shall al-

ways be one, if there be a minister in the parish,

!

and the other person or persons shall be ap-

pointed by the vestries) all the religious con-

,

cerns of that church, its doctrines, discipline,
I

and worship, and to institute such rules and reg-

ulations as they may judge necessary for the
|

good government thereof, and the same to re-

voke and alter at their pleasure. Forty persons
|

so appointed shall be a convention, and the first

meeting may be at the call of any three minis-

ters of the Protestant Episcopal Church. Pro-
vided, that no rules or regulations shall be in-

stituted that shall be repugnant to the laws and
constitution of this commonwealth, or by which
a minister may be received into or turned out

of a parish contrary to the consent of a majority

of a vestry.

And be it further enacted, That the ministers

and laymen met in general convention shall

have full power and authority, on good cause to

them shown, to remove from any parish any
minister accused of unworthy behaviour, or neg-
lecting the duties of his ofhce.

And he it further enacted. That where it shall

have happened that the present vestries have
failed in any parish to lay their parish levy, and to

make provision for their poor, or other legal de-
mands against such vestry at the time prescribed
by law, such vestries having so failed are here-
by authorized to levy on their respective parishes

all arrearages due from the said vestry, in the
same manner as they might have done before
the passing of this act, any thing in this act to

the contrary notwithstanding.

Journal of a Convention of the Clergy and Laity of the Protestant Episcopal Church of Virginia^

begun and holden iii the City of Richmond, Wednesday, May 18, 1785.

A List of the Members of the Convention.

Counties.

Accomack,

Albemarle,
Brunswick and
Greensville,

Berkeley,

Caroline,

Charles City,

Chesterfield,

Culpepper,

Cumberland,
Dinwiddle,

Elizabeth City,

Essex,

Fairfax,

Fauquier,

Frederick,

Gloucester,

Goochland,

Hanover,

Henrico,

James City,

King George,

King and Queen,

King William,

Parishes.

( Accomack,
( St. George,
Fredericksville,

) St. Andrew,

J Meherrin,

Norborne,

fDiysdale,

) St. Asaph,

j
St. Margaret,

(_St. Mary,
Westover,

5 Manchester,

} Dale,

\ St. Mark,

( Bromfield,

Lvttleton,

B'ath,

Elizabeth City,

\ South Farnham,

( St. Anne,
Fairfax,

Leeds,

Frederick,

( Abingdon,

< Petsworth,

( Kingston,

St. James's Nor-

tham,

^ St. Paul,

f St. Martin,

Henrico,

James City,

( Hanover,

\ St. Pauls,

St. Stephen,

St. John,

St. David,

Lay Deputies.

Jabez Pittis.

Levin Joynes and Tully Wise.
John Walker.
Drury Stith.

Thomas Claiborne.

Morgan Morgan.
William Lyne.
John Page, jun.

Samuel Hawes.
Robert Gilchrist.

John Tyler.

Archibald Cary.

James Pendleton.

Reuben Beall.

Benjamin Wilson.

Robert Walker.

( Wilson Miles Cary and

( George Wray.

J
Spencer Roane and

I Newman Brockenbrough.
Robert Beverley.

Bryan Fairfax.

Philip Mallory.

A2

John Page.
Matthew Anderson.
Thomas Smith.

Thomas Underwood.

John Pendleton and
Bartlett Anderson.
John Winston.
Edmund Randolph.
William Lee.

Burditt Ashton.

Townsend Dade.
Anderson Scott and Henry Young
Carter Braxton.

Benjamin Temple.

Clergymen.

Thomas Lundie.

Carter.

Samuel Shield.

Archibald Dick.

Charles Clay.

William Leigh.

James Stephenson.

Christopher Macrae.
Devereaux Jarratt.

David Griffith.

Alexander Belmain.

Robert Barret.

John Buchanan.
James Madison.

William Skyring.
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Counties.

Lancaster,

Louisa,

Lunenburg,
Middlesex,

Meciilenburg,

Nansemond,

New Kent,

Norfolk,

Northumberland,

Northampton,
Orange,
Pittsylvania,

Powhatan,

P. George,

P. Anne,
P. William,

Richmond,
Southampton,

Spotsylvania, <

Stafford,
|

Surry,

Warwick,
Westmoreland,
Williamsburg,

York,
\

Parishes.

Christ Church,

Trinity,

Cumberland,
Christ Church,

St. James,

( Upper,

i Suffolk,

( Blisland,

i St. Peter,

( Elizabeth,

( Portsmouth,

( Wicomico,

( St. Stephen,

Hungars,

St. Thomas,
Camden,
Southam,

( Martin's Brandon,

i Bristol,

Lynhaven,
Deltingen,

Farnham,
St. Luke,

St. George,
Berkeley,

Over Wharton,
Brunswick,

Southwark,
W'arwick,

Washington,
Bruton,

York Hampton,
Charles,

Lay Deputies.

James Ball.

Garret Minor and Chas. Yancey.

Thomas Buford.

Lewis Burwell.

Willis Riddick and Richard Baker.

Solomon Shepherd.

Burwell Bassett.

William Hariwell Macon.
James Taylor and George Kelly.

John Hudson.
Thomas Gaskins.

Hudson Meuse,

Thomas Barbour.

Abraham Shelton.

Vincent Maikham.
Nathaniel Harrison.

Robert Boiling.

JeBse Ewell.

William Peachey.

Joseph Brock.

Beverley Winslow and J. Dawson.
Charles Carter.

William Fitzhugh.

Carter B. Harrison.

Richard Cary.

John Blair.

Nathaniel Nelson.

Robert Shield.

Clergymen.

James Craig.

Samuel Klug.

Arthur Emmerson.
Price Davies.

James Semple.

John Leland.

Thomas Davis.

Samuel S. M'Croskey.

John H. Saunders.

Benjamin Blagrove.

John Cameron.
Simpson.

George Gurley.

Robert Buchan.
Thomas Thornton.

H. John Burgess.

William Bland.

Francis Wilson.

John Bracken.

Robert Andrews.
Joseph Davenport.

A SUFFICIENT number of clergymen and lay

deputies to form a Convention agreeable to the

act of Assembly for incorporating the Protestant

Episcopal Church having met.

The Rev. James Madison, D. D., was unani-

mously elected President of the Convention.

The Rev. Robert Andrews, A. M., was unan-

imously appointed Secretary of the Convention.

Ordered, That a committee be appointed to

examine and report to the Convention the cer-

tificate of appointment of the sitting members.
And a coininillee was appointed of Mr. Lee,

Mr. Wilson M. Cary, Mr. Braxton, Mr. Page,

of Gloucester, Rev. Mr. Gritfith, and Rev. Mr.

Shield.

Resolved, That this Convention will observe

the standing rules of the House of Delegates.

Ordered, That two door-keepers be appointed.

The act of Assembly for incorporating the

Protestant Episcopal Church, and a paper con-

taining the proceedings of a Convention of Cler-

gymen and Lav Deputies of the Protestant Epis-

copal Church, held at New-York, on the 6th

and 7ih of October, 1784, were read.

Ordered, That the said act and paper lie on

the table.

Resolvetl, That this Convention will to-mor-

row resolve itself into a committee of the whole
Convention to take into consideration the state

of the Protestant Episcopal Church in this com-
monwealth.

Resolved, That the secretary be authorized

to employ an assistant.

Resolved, That this Convention will attend

divine service to-morrow morning, at 9 o'clock,

at the church in this city : And that divine ser-

vice shall afterward be performed every morning

in the capitol when the president takes the chair.

The Convention adjourned till to-morrow

morning, 10 o'clock.

Thursday, M.\y 19, 1785.

The Convention having met according to ad-

journment,

Ordered, That the thanks of the Convention

be given to the Rev. John Bracken for the ex-

cellent sermon preached by him this morning.

The Convention, according to the order of

the day, resolved itself into a committee of the

whole Convention to take into consideration the

state of the Protestant Episcopal Church in this

commonwealth.
Mr. Braxton in the chair.

Mr. Braxton, from the committee of the whole
Convention to take into consideration the state

of the Protestant Episcopal Church in this com-
monwealth, reported. That the committee had,

according to order, tiVken the same into consid-

eration, and come to the following resolution

thereupon, which was read and agreed to as fol-

loweth :

—

Resolved, That it is the opinion of this com-
mittee that an address be prepared to the mem-
bers of the Protestant Episcopal Church of Vir-

ginia, representing the condition of that Church}

and exhorting them to unite in its support.
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Ordered, Tliat a committee of eight members
be appointed to prepare the address : And a

committee was appointed of Mr. Page, of Glou-
cester, Mr. Randolph, Mr. Braxton, Mr. Wallc-

er, Rev. Mr. Griffith, Rev. Mr. Burgess, Rev.
Mr. Bracken, and Rev. Mr. Andrews.
The Convention again resolved itself into a

committee of the whole Convention on the state

of the Church, and after some time spent there-

in, Mr. President resumed the chair, and Mr.
Braxton reported that the committee had, ac-

cording to order, taken the state of the Church
under consideration, and had come to several res-

olutions thereupon, which were read and agreed
to by the Convention, as followeth :

—
Resolved, That it is the opinion of this com-

mittee that deputies be appointed to represent

the Protestant Episcopal Church of Virginia, in

the General Convention to be holden in the city

of Philadelphia on the Tuesday before the feast

of St. Michael next.

Resolved, That it is the opinion of this com-
mittee that the deputation to the General Con-
vention consist of two clergymen and two lay-

men ; any two of whom shall be considered as

a representation.

Resolved, That it is the opinion of this com-
mittee that instructions be prepared for the con-

duct of the said deputies.

Resolved, That it is the opinion of this com-
mittee that the said instructions be so framed as

to leave the Convention of this state at liberty

to approve or disapprove of the proceedings of

the General Convention.

Mr. Braxton informed the Convention that

the committee of the whole Convention on the

state of the Church had not gone through the bu-

siness to them referred ; and moved that the said

committee have leave to sit again, whereon it was
Resolved, That the Convention will again, to-

morrow, resolve itself into a committee of the

whole Convention on the state of the Church.
Ordered, That the committee appointed to

prepare the address to the members of the Prot-

estant Episcopal Church in this commonwealth,
also prepare the instructions for the conduct of

the deputies to the General Convention ; and

that the Rev. Mr. M'Croskey and Mr. Lee be

added to the committee.

Ordered, That a committee be appointed to

prepare a plan for the support of the deputies to

the General Convention : And a committee was
appointed of Mr. Randolph, Rev. Mr. Griffith,

Mr. Walker, and Rev. Mr. Davis.

Resolved, That the Convention will on Sat-

urday next proceed by ballot to the choice of

deputies to attend the General Convention.

Ordered, That a committee be appointed to

prepare and report fit rules for the order, gov-

ernment, and discipline of the Protestant Epis-

copal Church in this commonwealth. And a

committee was appointed of Mr. N. Harrison,

Rev. T. Davis, Rev. Mr. Shield, Rev. Mr Sky-
ring, Rev. Mr. Davenport, Rev. Mr. Cameron,
Rev. Mr. Griffith, Rev. Mr. M'Croskey, Rev.
Mr. Burgess, Mr. Page, Mr. W. M. Cary, Mr.
Taylor, Mr. Lee, Mr. Gilchrist, Mr. Nelson, and
Mr. Peachey.

The Convention adjourned till to-morrow
morning, 1 1 o'clock.

Friday, May 20, 1785.

Mr. Page, from the committee appointed to

prepare instructions for the deputies to the Gen-
eral Convention, presented a draught of such in-

structions, which were read, and ordered to be
referred to a committee of the whole Conven-
tion to-morrow.

Mr. Randolph, from the committee appointed
to prepare a plan for the support of the deputies
to the General Convention, reported. That the

committee had, according to order, had the same
under consideration, and had come to some res-

olutions thereupon, which were read and agreed
to, as followeth :

—

Resolved, That it is the opinion of your com-
mittee that it be recommended to the several

vestries of this commonwealth to procure by sub-

scription, from the members of the Protestant

Episcopal Church within their respective par-

ishes, the sum of five pounds, for the purpose
of defraying the expenses of the deputies of the

said church to the General Convention, to be
holden at Philadelphia on the Tuesday before

the feast of St. Michael next, and to forward
the same to the Rev. John Buchanan, of the

city of Richmond, on or before the twentieth

day of August next.

Resolved, That the said Rev. John Buchanan
be requested to receive the moneys raised by
the aforesaid subscription ; and to pay the same
in equal proportions to such of the said deputies

as shall undertake the business, or to their or-

der, as far as the sum of forty pounds each, and
to retain the balance in his hands, subject to the

order of the Convention.

Resolved, That the representatives of the sev-

eral parishes in this Convention will exert them-
selves for the payment of the sum aforesaid.

Resolved, That his excellency the Governor,

the members of the Council, and the judges of

the Supreme Courts, be admitted to seats within

the bar.

The Rev. Mr. Thomas Davis, from the com-
mittee appointed to prepare fit rules for the or-

der, government, and discipline of the Protest-

ant Episcopal Church in Virginia, informed the

Convention that the said committee had, ac-

cording to order, framed several rules for the

attainment of those ends ; which were read, and
ordered to be referred to a committee of the

whole Convention to-morrow.

Ordered, That the secretary procure a copy of

the Canons of the Church of England for the

use of the Convention.

Ordered, That the proceedings of the Con-
vention of the Protestant Episcopal Church,

holden at New-York on the 6th and 7th days

of October, 1784, be referred to the committee

appointed to draw up the instructions for the

deputies to the General Convention ; and that

Mr. A. Cary and Rev. Mr. Leigh be added to

the said committee.

Resolved, That the order of the day that the

Convention resolve itself into a committee of

the whole Convention on the state of the Prot-
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estant Episcopal Church in this commonwealth
be put off until to-morrow.

The Convention adjourned till to-morrow, 10

o'clock.

S.t^TURDAY, May 21, 1785.

Mr. Lee, from the committee appointed to

examine and report the certificates of appoint-

ment of the sittmg members, reported, That the

said coininit'ee had, according to order, exam-
ined the same, and had come to some resolu-

tions thereupon, which were read.

Ordered, That the said resolutions lie on the
table.

The Convention, according to the order of

the day, resolved itself into a committee of the

whole Convention on the draught of the instruc-

tions for the deputies to the General Conven-
tion ; and after some time spent therein, Mr.
President resumed the chair, and Mr. Braxton,
from the said committee, reported. That the
committee had gone through the business to them
referred, and had made several amendments,
which he was ready to report when the Con-
vention should be pleased to receive them.

Resolved, That the Convention will on Mon-
day next receive the said report.

The Convention, accordmg to the order of

the day, resolved itself into a committee of the

whole Convention on the rules for the order,

government, and discipline of the Protestant

Episcopal Church in Virginia, and after some
time spent therein, Mr. President resumed the

chair, and Mr. Braxton reported, That the com-
mittee had, according to order, taken under con-
sideration the business to them referred, and
had made some progress therein, but not having
had time to go through the same, he moved that

the committee have leave to sit again.

Resolved, That the Convention will on Mon-
day next again resolve itself into a committee
of the whole Convention on the rules for the

order, government, and discipline of the Prot-
estant Episcopal Church in Virginia.

Resolved, That the several orders of the day
be put off until Monday next.

The Convention adjourned till Monday next,

10 o'clock.

Monday, May 23, 1785.

Mr. Randolph, from the committee to which
the proceedings of the Convention holden at

New- York were referred, reported. That the

committee had, accordmg to order, had the

same under consideration, and had come to some
resolutions thereon, which were read and agreed
to as foUoweth :

—

Re.solved, That this Convention are willing

to unite in a general ecclesiastical constitution

with the members of the Protestant Episcopal
Church in the other states of America.

Resolved, That this Convention do accede to

the following recommendations of the late Con-
vention at New- York, as fundamental principles

in the said ecclesiastical constitution :

—

1. That there shall he a General Convention
of the Protestant Episcopal Church in America.

2. That the Episcopal Church in each state

send deputies to the said Convention, consisting

of clerg\- and laity.

3. That associated congregations in two or
more states may send deputies jointly.

4. That in every slate where there shall be a
bishop consecrated and settled, he shall be con-
sidered as a member of the said Convention, ex
officio.

Resolved, That this Convention cannot bind
themselves on the subject of the fourth article,

until the same shall be revised at the next Gen-
eral Convention at Philadelphia, and reported to

the next Convention.

Resolved, That this Convention cannot ac-

cede to the sixth article, recommended as a fun-

damental principle of the said ecclesiastical con-
stitution.

Resolved, That this Convention will however
accede to the mode of voting, recommended in

the sixth article, with respect to the Convention
to be holden at Philadelphia, reserving a right

to approve or disapprove their proceedings.

The Convention, according to the order of the

day, proceeded to consider the amendments
made to the instructions for the conduct of the

deputies appointed to attend the General Con-
vention at Philadelphia, and, having made some
other amendments, agreed to the instructions, as
foUoweth :

—

Gentlemen,—During your representation of

the Protestant Episcopal Church in the General
Convention, we recommend to your observance
the following sentiments concerning doctrine

and worship. We refer you, at the same time,

for these and other objects of your mission, to

our resolutions on the proceedings of the late

Convention at New-York.
Uniformity in doctrine and worship will un-

questionably contribute to the prosperity of the

Protestant Episcopal Church. But we earnestly

wish that this may be pursued with liberality

and moderation. The obstacles which stand in

the way of union among (Christian societies are

too often founded on matters of mere form.

They are surmountable therefore by those who,
breathing the spirit of Christianity, earnestly

labour in this pious work
From the Holy Scriptures themselves, rather

than the comments of men, must we learn the

terms of salvation. Creeds, therefore, ought to

be simple : And we are not anxious to retain

any other than that which is commonly called

the Apostles' Creed.

Should a change in the liturgy be proposed,

let it be made with caution : And in that case

let the alterations be few, and the style of prayer

continue as agr«eable as may be to the essential

characteristics of our persuasion.

Wc will not now decide what ceremonies ought
to be retained. V\'e wish, however, that those

which exist may be estimated according to their

utility ; and that such as may appear fit to be
laid aside, may no longer be appendages of our

church.

We need only add, that we shall expect a re-

port of your proceedings to be made to those

whom we shall vest with authority to call a Con-
vention.
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Done in Convention this 22(1 day of May, in

the year of onr Lord 1785.

On a motion made, Ivesolvcd, That it be rec-

ommended to the several vestries to ascertain,

by the liest means in their power, the number
of the members of the Protestant Episcopal

Church wiihiii their respective parishes, and re-

port the same to the next (Jonvcntion.

The Convention, according to the order of the

day, proceeded by ballot to the apjjomtment of

deputies to attend the General Convention, to

be holden in Philadelphia in September next
;

and Mr. Harrison, Mr. Randolph, Rev. Mr.

Burgess, and Rev. Mr. Shield, were appointed

a committee to examine the ballots, who, hav-

ing withdrawn and examined the same, reported.

That thev had found the numbers for the sev-

eral persons balloted for to be as foUoweth :
—

For Rev. David Griffith, 71 ; John Page,

Esq., 67; William Lee, Esq., 43 ; Rev. Sam-
uel S. M'Croskey, 38 ; Rev. Robert Andrews,
35 ; Carter Braxton, Esq., 33 ; Rev. John
Bracken, 2; Rev. John Burgess, 2; Bryan
Fairfax, Esq., 1 ; Dr. James Taylor, 1.

And it appearing from the report that the

majority of the whole Convention were in fa-

vour of Mr. Griffith, Mr. Page, Mr. Lee, and
Mr M'Croskey,

Resolved, therefore, That the Rev. David Grif-

fith, John Page, Esq., William Lee, Esq., and
the Rev. Samuel Smith M'Croskey, be appointed

deputies to the General Convention of the Prot-

estant Episcopal Church, to be holden at Phil-

adelphia on the Tuesday before the feast of St.

Michael next.

The Convention, according to the order of

the day, resolved itself into a committee of the

whole Convention on the rules for the order,

government, and discipline of the Protestant

Episcopal Church ; and after some time spent

therein, Mr. President resuine<l the chair, and

Mr. Harrison reported. That the said commit-
tee had, according to order, had under their con-

sideration the business to them referred, and

had innde some progress in the same, but that

not having had time to go through it, he was di-

rected to move that the said committee have

leave to sit again.

Resolved, That the said committee sit again

to-morrow.

A letter from his excellency the Governor, di-

rected to the President of the Convention, and

enclosing an extract of a letter from Count de

Kosencrone, respecting the means of procuring

ordination of American clergymen in Denmark,
was, together with the said extract, read and or-

dered to be referred to a committee : And a

committee was appointed of Mr. Braxton, Mr.

Page, Rev. Mr. Davis, and Rev. Mr, Shield.

Resolved, That the order of the day for the

Convention to resolve itself into a committee of

the whole Convention on the state of the church

be put off until to-morrow.

The Convention adjourned till to-morrow
morning, 9 o'clock.

Tuesday, M.vy 24, 1785.

Mr. Page, from the committee appointed to

prepare an address to the members of the Prot-

estant Episcojial Church, reported. That the

said committee had prepared such an address
;

which was read and agreed to, as followeth :

—

The Address of the Convention to the Members

of the I'roicslant EjiiscopaL 'Church in Vir-

ginia.

For more than eight years our church hath

languished under neglect. We will not, how-
ever, believe that her friends have revolted, and
therefore trust that a knov% ledge of her present

condition will rekindle their former affections.

Reli;.Mon does not invite by inducements from

eternal interest alone ; society feels her benig-

nity in remedying the defects of laws. Secret

injuries to social rights escape the censures of

government. From the constitution of human
atiairs, human wisdom cannot be certain, that

an antidote applied to one evil will not produce

another ; and many are the duties of imperfect

obligation, which no legislative provision can

enforce. Nor can society at all times furnish

incitements to virtuous conduct by rewards ; and

even if this were practicable, the most enlight-

ened tribunal on earth could not be assured of

the puritv of the motive which gave birth to the

action rewarded. Religion, on the contrary, tixes

the eye of conscience on deeds however remote

from public view ; arrests the hand of vice by

holding forth the responsibility of man to his

Creator; rescues benevolence i'rom the vortex

of self-love ; administers self-complacency, that

highest prize of merit ; and withholds it in spite

of partiality when it is not due.

From the earhestday, and in every clime, has

the efficacy of religion been acknowledged. Un-
der various forms have her benefits been soli-

cited, and we have enlisted ourselves under the

banners of the Protestant Episcopal Church.

Let us not then desert this object of our choice,

but, conscious of her scriptural authority, devote

ourselves to her relief.

Of what is the church now possessed ! Noth-
ing but the glebes and your affections. Since

the year 1776, she hath been even without reg-

ular government, and her ministers have re-

ceived but little compensation for their services.

Their numbers are diminished by death and

other causes, and we have as yet no resource

within ourselves for a succession of ministers.

Churches stand in need of repair, and there is

no fund equal to the smallest want.

By the favour of Providence, indeed, the Prot-

estant Episcopal Church is incorporated by law,

and under this sanction are we now assembled.

We have accepted the invitation of a Conven-

tion, lately holden at New-York, to send depu-

ties to another to be holden at Philadelphia in

the fall. We shall not enier into a revision of

doctrine and worship, until their return and re-

port of the sentiments of those of our commu-

nion with whom they may be associated. We
have, however, organized the government of the

church.

But whither must our labours tend without

your assistance 1 To contempt they cannot
;

for we have the consciousness of aiming at ovir
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common welfare alone. To almost every thing

under the sun belongs a crisis, which, if em-

braced, stamps our endeavours with success—if

lost, with ruin. In this situation does our

church now stand : and why do you hesitate 1

Are the doctrines of our church less e.xcellent

than at any former period 1 Have you embraced

the persuasion of that church, to abandon it in

the hour of difficulty T Common justice requires

that those who profess themselves to be members

of a society, should unite in cherishing it ;
and

let us not be the only example of a religions asso-

ciation withering from the want of support from

its own members.
But do not believe that by thus exhorting you

to zeal for our church, we mean to provoke an

aversion to other Christian societies. It is vain

to e.xpect unanimity among mankind ; and who
can with confidence declare himself infallible 1

We rather conceive that Christians of every de-

nomination, who are sincere in their opinion, are

not less our brethren for maintaining ditterent

tenets. It is our duty to be ready to unite upon

principles consistent with the gospel, and bring

the Christian Church to unity, as nearly as con-

science will permit.

We therefore entreat you in the most solemn

manner, we conjure you by all the ties of reli-

gion, to co-operate fervently in the cause of our

church. Should these our earnest efforts be

abortive, we shall always with truth call the

Searcher of hearts to witness, that the downfall

of the Protestant Episcopal Church is not to be

named among our offences, and to this admoni-

tion shall we ever appeal.

Ordered, That copies of the address be

immediately printed.

Resolved, That it be recommended to the sev-

eral vestries to take the most effectual measures

for procuring by voluntary subscriptions a com-

petent support for the incumbents of their re-

spective parishes ; and to report the result of

their endeavours to the next Convention.

The proceedings of a vestry holden for North

Farnham parish, April 9, 1785, were laid before

the Convention.

Ordered, That they lie on the table.

The Rev. T. Davis, from the committee to

whom were referred the letter from his excel-

lency the Governor, and the extract of a letter

from the Count de llosencrone, reported. That
the said committee had, according to order, had

under consideration the papers to them referred,

and had come to some resolutions thereon,

which were read and agreed to, as foUoweth :

—

Resolved, '^I'hat the thanks of this Convention

are due to his excellency the Governor for this

mark of his attention to their interests, and that

the President of the Convention be requested to

write a letter expressive of their thanks, and to

assure him that they have a proper sense of the

indulgence granted by his Danish majesty to the

Episcopalians of these United States.

Resolved, That the deputies be instructed to

communicate to the General Convention at Phil-

adelphia the contents of the Count de Rosen-
crone's letter.

The Convention, according to the order of

the day, resolved itself into a committee of the

whole Convention on the rules for the order,

government, and discipline of the Protestant

Episcopal Church, and after some time spent

therein, Mr. President resumed the chair, and
Mr. Harrison reported. That the said committee
had, according to order, had the said rules under

consideration, and made several amendments
therein, which were read and agreed to ; and

the rules, as amended, were ordered to be fairly

transcribed and read to-morrow.

Resolved, That the committee of the whole

Convention on the state of the church be dis-

charged from sitting again.

On a motion made.

Resolved, That it is the opinion of this Con-
vention that the Canons of the Church of Eng-
land have.no obligation on the Protestant Epis-

copal Church within this commonwealth.
Resolved, That until the farther order of the

Convention, the liturgy of the Church of Eng-
land be used in the several churches throughout

this commonwealth, with such alterations as the

American Revolution has rendered necessary.

The Convention adjourned till to-morrow

morning, 10 o'clock.

Wednesday, May 25, 1785.

The rules for the order, government, and dis-

cipline of the Protestant Episcopal Church, hav-

ing been fairly transcribed, were read, and the

blanks tilled up : And then it was resolved unan-

imously that the said rules do pass, as follow-

eth :

—

Rules for the Order, Government, and Disci-

pline of the Protestant Episcopal Chinch in

Virginia.

1. Conventions shall be holden annually on
the fourth Wednesday in May, in the city of

Richmond : Provided nevertheless. That if a

sufficient number of members to form a Con-
vention shall not attend on the said day, any

fourteen then assembled shall have power to ad-

journ.

*. A person shall preside in Convention with

the title of president, who shall always be a

bishop, when there is one properly consecrated

and settled in this church, till which time a pres-

ident shall be appointed by the Convention out

of their own body. If more than one bishop is

found necessary in this church, they shall pre-

side alternately.

3. A secretary shall be appointed by the Con-
vention, and dismissed by them at their pleas-

ure, who shall take an oath of office, keep a rec-

ord of their resolves and proceedings, and have

the records in his custody so long as he shall

continue in office.

4. Standing rules shall be established for the

preservation of decorum, and the orderly man-
agement of business.

5. All questions, whether thev relate to the

order, government, discipline, doctrine, or wor-

ship of this church, or to any other matter

which is properly before the Convention, shall

be determined by a majority of votes.
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6. At all future Conventions, each member
(whether minister or lavman) shall, previous to

his admission, produce a tesiitnonial of his being

regularly appointed, which testimonial shall be

signed by one or both of the ciiurch-wardens or

by the clerk of tiie respective vestries.

7. All the ordinances and other proceedings

of the Convention shall be attested -by the sec-

retary.

8. The clergy of several neighbouring par-

ishes, not less than three nor more than ten, shall

assemble in presbytery annually on the second
Wednesday in A[)ril, at some convenient place

in the district, to be appointed by a majority of

the ministers in the same district : One in each
district shall be appointed by the Convention to

preside in their meetings with the title of vis-

iter, who shall annually visit each parish in his

district—shall attend to and inspect the morals
and conduct of the clergy—shall see that the

canons and rules of the church are observed,

and that no abuses are practised—shall admon-
ish and reprove privately those clergymen who
are negligent, or act in an unbecoming manner,

and shall report yearly to the bishop, if there be

one, or, if there he no bishop, to the next Con-
vention, the state of each parish in his district,

noting down the offenders and their offences.

9. The clergy who shall minister in this

church shall be the three orders of bishops,

priests, and deacons.

10. Every person hereafter to officiate in this

church as a bishop, shall be nominated by the

Convention ; and having received episcopal con-

secration before he enters on his office, shall

take the oath of allegiance to this commonwealth,
and subscribe to conform to the doctrine, disci-

pline, and worship of the Protestant Episcopal

Church of Virginia: And no person shall be re-

ceived into the church as a bishop until he shall

have completed the 30th year of his age.

11. As we conceive the office of a bishop, ac-

cording to the true Apostolic institution, differs

in nothing from that of other ministers of God's

Word, except in the power of ordination and con-

firmation, and the rights of superintending the

conduct of the clergy, and of precedency in ec-

clesiastical assemblies, that office shall accord-

ingly be so exercised in this church : And every

bishop, after his promotion to the episcopal

order, shall continue to hold a parish and to do

the duty of a parish minister, e.\cept when he is

necessarily employed in the discharge of his

episcopal office.

12. No bishop shall inflict any censure upon,

or exercise any power over the clergy under his

inspection, other than he is allowed to do by the

laws and institutions of this church made in

Convention.

13. No priest or minister shall hereafter be
received into any parish within this common-
wealth unless he first produce to the vestry suf-

ficient testimonials of his having been regularly

ordained a priest by some Protestant bishop

—

take the oath of allegiance to this common-
wealth, and subscribe to be conformable to the

doctrine, discipline, and worship of the Prot-

estant Episcopal Church. Provided, That any

person who hath been ordained by a bishop of

the Church of Rome may also be received as a
minister, who shall produce satisfactory testi-

monials respecting his ordination, morals, and
conduct—renouncing the errors of that church
—take the oath, and subscribe as aforesaid.

14. No minister shall hereafter be received

into a parish who does not first produce to the
vestry satisfactory testimonials of his morals,

conduct, and conversation, from the person or

persons appointed by the Convention to inquire

into such matters and grant such testimonials.

15. The right of presentation or appointing

ministers to serve in the parishes shall continue
in the vestries, and each vestry shall choose its

own minister.

IG. Every person to be ordained priest or

deacon, by any bishop of this church, shall

first produce testimonials of his good morals
and orderly conduct from the clergy, assembled
in the district where he for some time last re-

sided, and from tha vestry of the parish where
he last lived : Provided there be in the district

a sufficient number of clergymen to form a

presbytery, otherwise a testimonial from the

minister and vestry of his parish, or from the

vestry alone, if the parish is vacant, shall be
deemed sufficient : Provided also, the candi-

'

date is not an inhabitant of some other state,

and intended to minister in some parish or con-

gregation in a neighbouring state ; Of the suf-

hciency of these testimonials, as well as of the

literary and other qualihcations of the candi-

dates, the bishop shall be the judge, and shall

approve or reject at his discretion.

17. No person shall be admitted to priest's

orders until he shall have completed the twenty-

fourth year of his age, and is assured of the

willingness of some parish or congregation to

receive hiin as their minister, to be certified

from under the hands of the church-wardens,
and attested by the clerk of the vestry.

18. Every person approved of by the bishop,

whether for priest's or deacon's orders, shall be
ordained according to the form prescribed in the

Book of Common Prayer, dec, directed to be
used in this church. But no person shall be
ordained priest until he has served six months
in the office of deacon.

19. No person shall be ordained a deacon
until he shall have completed the twenty-first

year of his age.

20. No person having deacon's orders only

shall be allowed to hold a parish. But a deacon
may, during a vacancy, officiate in a parish,

if chosen by the vestry to do so. He shall

preach the gospel and baptize. He may assist

in administering the sacrament of the Lord's

supper, but not consecrate the elements. He
may solemnize marriages, and shall attend to

the situation and circumstances of the poor

where it may be necessary.

21. A person may be ordained a deacon
though he shall have no assurance of being

called to minister in a parish or congregation,

provided his testimonials and qualifications are

satisfactory to the bishop.

22. A deacon may minister as a probationer
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or missionary under the direction of the Con-
vention or the bishop.

23. It being directed by the incorporating act

that church-wardens shall be appointed, it shall

be their dutv to superintend the building and

repairing of churches and other buildnigs be-

longing to the parish—lo see that they are done
agreeably to the directions of the vestry and

according to contract— to restrain and check

disorderly behaviour during time of worship

—

to prosecute, under the direction of the vestry,

persons offending in such instances—to furnish

books, ornaments, surplices, elements for the

sacrament, and every other thing judged ne-

cessary by the vestry, out of the church reve-

nues, and to have, together with the minister,

the care of and superintendence over the

churches and burying-grounds. Church-war-
dens are to be considered as the acting part of

the vestry, who are to see their orders and reso-

lutions carried into execution : and they are to

report the state of the parish to the bishop and
visiter at their visitations.

24. The parish clerk shall be appointed by

the minister and vestry, and displaced by them
whenever his services are not satisfactory to the

_
people : whenever he shall neglect his duty, or

otherwise misbehave himself.

25. Sextons shall be appointed by the vestries,

and dismissed by them when they think proper.

It shall be their duty to keep the keys of the

church, subordinate to the minister or church-

wardens, to keep the church in decent order,

and to have the charge of the books, ornaments,

and other necessaries.

26. Bishops shall be amenable to the Conven-
tion, who shall be a court to try them, from

which there shall be no appeal. On all such
occasions a president shall be chosen by the

Convention to sit as judge, and they shall also

appoint a clerk to the court.

27. All accusations against a bishop, as such,

shall come from the vestries ; but no accusa-

tion against a bishop shall be received unless

three vestries join in the complaint. All com-
plaints against a bishop shall be lodged with

such persons as may be appointed to call a Con-
vention, and a copy of the charge or charges to

be brought against him shall be communicated
to him in writing at least two months before

the trial. Counsel may be employed on both

sides ; and none but legal evidence shall be

admitted.

28. Disorderly, scandalous, and immoral con-

duct, neglect, of duty, a disregard to the rules

and canons of the church, or taking a bribe to

grant either ordination or a recommendation for

a vacant parish, shall be considered as offences

in a bishop, for which he may be brought to

trial, and, on his being convicte-i of any of these,

he shall be reproved, suspended, or dismissed,

at the discretion of the court.

29. Courts shall be instituted to examine
into complaints exhibited against ministers or

deacons, to consist of six members, viz., three

clergymen and three vestrymen, from the nearest

and most convenient parishes, one from each.

The appointment of the said vestrymen shall be

determined by lot. The oldest clergyman in

orders shall preside as judge. On conviction

of the minister, the court shall report the facts

and state the evidence to the Convention, who
shall proceed without delay to pronounce such
sentence as a majority of them shall think the

offence deserves ; which shall be either reproof,

suspension," or dismission.

30. No vestryman shall sit on the examina-
tion of a minister belonging to the parish

wherein such vestryman resides. The exami-
nation shall be held in the parish where the ac-

cused minister officiates, and at a place to be
appointed by the vestry. The judges shall ap-

point a clerk occasionally for such examinations.

31. Complaints against a minister shall be
received from the vestry of the parish where the

minister officiates, and from no other person or

persons whatever. They shall be signed by a
majority of a vestry, without which no com-
plaint shall be received. They shall be directed

to the bishop, or to the persons who may be
vested by the Convention with authority to re-

ceive such complaints, and to direct courts of
examination. In every complaint the offence

or offences shall be stated, and the minister

shall be furnished with a copy of the charges

brought against him, and with notice of his in-

tended examination, at least one month before

the examination. Vivi voce evidence only shall

be admitted, and that on oath ; and counsel

may be employed on both sides.

33. Disorderly, scandalous, and immoral con-

duct ; neglect of duty ; a disregard to the rules

and canons of the church ; or taking a bribe to

recommend either for ordination or a parish, are

to be considered as among the offences for

which a minister may be brought to trial.

33. The bishop, or persons vested with au-

thority for this purpose, shall, on receiving a

complaint against any minister, immediately in-

stitute a court, as before described, to examine
into the complaint, and shall take care that the

ministers and vestrymen who are to compose
the court shall be informed in time. The
bishop or persons so vested with authority shall

cite the accused person before the appointed

court, which shall (unless the accused person

is prevented from attending by sickness) pro-

ceed to examine the testimony against the of-

fender, and take the depositions of the witnesses.

They shall then report the case, with the testi-

mony, to the Convention at their next meeting,

who shall, if they think proper, proceed to pass

sentence against the accused person at their

discretion : Provided, That no sentence shall be
other than reproof, suspension, or dismission.

34. Deacons behaving in a scandalous, dis-

orderly, or immoral manner, or who neglect the

duty they have undertaken, shall, on full and
satisfactory proof, be suspended, or silenced by
the bishop, until the sense of the Convention
shall be known. And the salary accruing du-

ring the suspension of a minister or deacon,

who is afterward found guilty, shall go to the

vestry for the use of the church.

35. Bishops shall visit the different parishes

under their mspection once in three years at
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least, of which visitation the clergy or church-

wardens shall have timely notice. In their vis-

itations they shall confirm such as choose to re-

ceive confirmation. They shall inspect the state

of the parishes, and the conduct of the clergy,

who shall give them what information they can

respecting such ecclnsiastical matters as they

may choose to he informed of. They shall re-

ceive complainls against ministers and deacons,

and inquire into the ground of them, and at their

discretion shall admonish or susjiend the person

accused: And, if they think the oflcnce de-

serving a severer sentence, shall cause the ac-

cused person to be brought to trial.

36. Bishops shall hold ordinations at such

times and places as they may judge necessary

and convenient.

37. Bishops, after every visitation, shall re-

port the state of the church in the different

parishes to the (Convention.

3S. No minister or bishop shall be allowed

to hold more than one parish at the same time.

Nevertheless a ininister may, if called thereto

by the vestry, preach in a neighbouring parish

or parishes during a vacancy in such parish or

parishes, and may receive a compensation for his

services : Provided he has the consent of his

own vestry, and shall not neglect the duties of

his parish.

39. Every minister shall reside within his

parish, unless a majority of his vestry shall agree

to di.spense with his residence ; and shall at no
lime leave it for more than one month without

the consent of the said vestry.

40. Ministers shall, at their churches or other

convenient places, instruct children, and such

ignorant persons as may require it, in their cate-

chism, and the principles of the Christian reli-

gion as maintained by this church. Provided
this duty may be dispensed with during the in-

clement winter months. They shall also explain

the nature of confirmation, and instruct and
prepare their parishioners for it.

41. Ministers and deacons shall wear a sur-

plice during the time of prayer at public wor-

ship, in places where they are provided ; shall

wear gowns when they preach, where they con-

veniently can ; and shall at all times wear ap-

parel suited to the gravity of their profession
;

—such as may distinguish them from laymen.

42. Ministers and deacons may encourage
people to assemble together in small societies

at convenient times for their edification, and

may visit, superintend, and instruct such so-

cieties at their meetings. Provided they shall

not do it to the encouragement of idleness, or

to the injury of private families.

43. Ministers officiating in this church,

whether bishops, priests, or deacons, shall

preach once at least on every Lord's day, and
at other staled seasons, unless prevented by

some sufficient cause. They may, at their dis-

cretion, preach also at other times when oppor-

tunities shall offer of edifying the church.

Bishops and priests shall administer the sacra-

ment at least four times in the year at each

church or place of worship in their respective

parishes ; and shall visit the sick when called

on for that purpose.

Resolved, That a standing committee be ap-

pointed, whose business it shall be to corre-

spond with any society or societies of the Prot-

estant E[)iscopal Church in the United Stales,

on any matters relating thereto ; to call a meet-

ing of the Convention whensoever it shall seem
necessary ; to receive complaints against the

clergy, and to direct courts of examination,

pursuant to the rules for the government of the

church ; to make snch representations on behalf

of the church as may from lime to time be ex-

pedient ; to give adv ice on difficulties propounded

to them concerning the church during the recess

of the Convention, and fo report their proceed-

ings to every succeeding Convention, to be con-

firmed or rescinded.

Resolved, That the said committee consist

of four members ; that they continue in office

until the next Convention ; and that vacancies

by death, resignation, or removal from the

country, be supplied by the votes of the remain-

ing members : And a standing committee was

appointed of the Rev. Robert Andrews, the Rev.

John Bracken, Hon. John Blair, and John Page,

Esquire.

Resolved, That the standing committee frame

rules for the orderly management of business in

future Conventions, and report them to the next

Convention.

Resolved, That the standing committee be

instructed to consider of the proper means of

obtaining consecration for a bishop to officiate

in this church ; of sending the person who may
be hereafter appointed to be consecrated ; and

of supporting him during his continuance in

office ; and to make their report to the next

Convention.

Resolved, That it be recommended to the

several vestries always to keep in office a depu-

tation to the Convention of this church.

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to

revise and publish the journals of the Conven-
tions : And a committee was appointed of Mr.

Blair, Mr. Randolph, Mr. Fairfax, Rev. Mr.

Griffith, Rev. Mr. Andrews, and Rev. Mr.

Buchanan.
Resolved, That the committee appointed to

revise and publish the journals apply the money
now contributed to the payment of the door-

keepers, publishing the proceedings, and de-

fraying other necessary expenses of this Con-

vention.

The Convention adjourned.
• Signed by order of the Convention,

James Madison, President.

Attest, RoBKKT Andrews, Secretary.
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Journal of a Convention of the Protestant Episcopal Church in Virginia, begun and held at the

Public Buildings in the City of Richmond, on Wednesday, the 24/A of May, 1786.

A List of the Members of the Convention.

Counties.

Accomack,

Albemarle,

Amherst,

Brunswick,

Chesterfield,

Cumberland,

Caroline,

Chesterfield,

Culpepper,

Charles City,

Dinwiddie,

Elizabeth City,

Essex,

Fairfax,

Gloucester,

Goochland,

Hanover,

Henrico,

Isle of White,
King William,

King and Queen,

Lunenburg,
'

Louisa,

Lancaster,

Middlesex,

Mecklenburg,

Nansemond,
Norfolk,

Northumberland,

Orange,

Prince William,

Prince George,

Richmond,

Spotsylvania,'

Stafford,

Southampton,
Williamsburg,

York,

«St.

]st.

(St.

Parishes.

St. George,
Accomack,
Fredericksville,

Lexington,

St. Andrews,
Manchester,

Littleton,

St. Asaph,
Margarets,

Mary,
Dale,

St. Mark,
Westover,
Bath,

Bath,

South Farnham,
Fairfa.t,

( Abindon,

( Petsworth,

St. James Northam,

St. Paul,

Henrico,

St. Johns,

St. David,

St. Stephens,

Cumberland,
Trinity,

Christ Church,
Christ Church,

St. James,

Suffolk,

Portsmouth,

Wicomico,

St. Thomas,

Deltingen,

( Bristol,

( Martin's Brandon,
Farnham,

Berkeley,

Brunswick,
St. Luke,
Bruton,

York Hampton,

Clerg}'men.

Theophilus Nugent.

Charles Clay.

James Taylor.

Archibald Dick.

John Dunbar.

William Bland.

David Griffith.

John Buchanan.

Henry Skyring.

es Craig.

Samuel Klug.

John Leland.

John Cameron.
Benjamin Blagrove.

John Bracken.

Samuel Shield.

Lay Deputies.

A. Armstead.

John Walker.
( Hugh Rose.

< Roderic M'CuUoch.
John Jones.

W^illiani Fleming.

Mayo Carrington.

John Page.

Robert Gilchrist.

Archibald Cary.

Robert Slaughter.

William Withers.
Wilson Miles Cary.

John Edmondson.

John Page.

Matt. Ander.'son.

( Thomas M Randolph.

( Thomas Underwood.
< John Pendleton.

\ Park Goodall.

Nathaniel Wilkinson.

John S. Wells.

Carter Braxton.

( Benjamin Temple.

\ William Spiller.

< Anderson Scot.

\ Thomas Hill.

Thomas Buford.

Charles Yancy.
Cyrus Griffin.

Ralph Wormeley.
( Samuel Goode.

< William Hepburn.
W'illiam Eley.

William Westcote.
Thomas Gaskins.

( M'illiam Moore.

\ Thomas Barber.

Jesse Ewell.

Robert Boiling.

William Peachey.

( John Dawson.
< Beverley W'inslow.

William Fitzhugh.

Benjamin Blunt.

John Blair.

Hugh Nelson.

The Convention met according to appoint-

ment; but there not being a sufficient number
of members to proceed on business, they ad-

journed till to-morrow, 10 o'clock.

Thursday, M.^y 25, 1786.

The Convention having met according to

adjournment,

The Reverend John Bracken was unanimous-
ly appointed Secretary to the Convention.

The Reverend James Madison, D. D., was
unanimously elected President.

Ordered, That a committee be appointed to

examine and report to the Convention the cer-

tificates of appointment of the sitting members
;

and a committee was appointed of the Rev.
Mr. Shield, Mr. Page, of Gloucester, Rev. Mr.
Griffith, and Mr. Wilson M. Cary.

Mr. Blair, from the standing committee, laid

btefore the Convention the report of the depu-
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ties to the late General Convention held at

Philadelphia, with the journal of the same, and

also a letter from the archbishops and sundry

bishops of the Church of England to the cleri-

cal and lay deputies of the Protestant Episco-

pal Church in sundry of the United States of

America, which were read, and ordered to lie

on the table.

On a motion made, Resolved, That the report

of the late delegates of this church in General

Convention made to the standing committee,

and by them laid before this Convention, be re-

ferred to a select committee ; and that they be

directed to collect into one view the several

alterations made in the Book of CommowPrayer,

and report the same to this Convention :
And a

committee was appointed of the Reverend Mr.

Griffith, Mr. Page, of Gloucester, Reverend Mr.

Shield, Mr. Braxton, Rev. Mr. Buchanan, Mr.

Walker, Hon. Mr. Fleming, and Rev. Mr. Clay.

The treasurer laid before the Convention an

account of all moneys received and disbursed by

him.

Ordered, That it lie on the table.

On a motion made, Resolved, That the General

Ecclesiastical Constitution of the Protestant

Episcopal Church in the United States of Ameri-

ca, recommended by the General Convention

held at Philadelphia, be now referred to a com-

mittee of the whole Convention.

The Convention, according to order, resolved

itself into a committee of the whole Conven-

tion, to lake into consideration the General

Ecclesiastical Constitution of the Protestant

Episcopal Church in America ; and, after some

time spent therein, Mr. President resumed the

chair, and Mr. Braxton reported, that the com-

mittee hnd, according to order, taken tne same

into consideration, and come to the following

resolution, which w^as read, and agreed to.

Resolved, That the General Ecclesiastical

Constitution of the Protestant Episcopal Church

in the United States of America, as proposed by

the late General Convention held at Philadel-

phia, be approved and ratified, except as to the

4th, 9th, and lOlh articles, which are reserved

for farther consideration.

Ordered, That his excellency the Governor,

the members of the Council, and the Judges of

the Supreme Courts, be admitted to seats within

the bar.

On a motion. Resolved, That a petition be pre-

sented to the next General Assembly, praying

that the act incorporating the Protestant Epis-

copal Church may not be repealed ; and that it

be recommended to the several parishes to pre-

sent petitions of a similar nature.

Ordered, That a committee be appointed to

prepare the petition. And a committee was

appointed of the Honourable John Blair, Rever-

end Mr. Griffith, Hon. A. Caiy, Reverend Mr.

Shield, Mr. Page, of Gloucester, Mr. Braxton,

Rev. Mr. Skyrinjr, and Rev. Mr. Buchanan.

On a motion. Resolved, That it be referred to

the select committee to collect the matters unfin-

ished by llip last Convention, which were refer-

red to this Convention, and make report thereof

A re^rt from the standing committee was
.

presented by the Honourable John Blair, and

read, as followeth :

—

The committee, to whom it was referred to

frame rules for the orderly management of busi-

ness in future Conventions, and report them to

this Convention, have had that subject under

consideration, and after the maturest reflection,

are of opinion, that they can devise no set of

rules fitter to be adopted than those which

regulate the proceedings of the House of Dele-

gates :—That with respect to another part of

their instructions, which was to consider of the

proper means of obtaining consecration for a

bishop to officiate in their church, they thought

it unnecessary for them to take any step of that

sort, after it came to their knowledge that the

late General Convention held at Philadelphia

had taken up that business in behalf of this

church in the several United States of Ameri-

ca ; but with respect to the means of supporting

a bishop during his continuance in office, they

are of opinion, it can only be done by a regular

subscription throughout the several parishes.

Adjourned till to-morrow, 10 o'clock.

Friday, May 26, 1786.

The Convention having met according to ad-

journment.

Ordered, That the thanks of the Convention be

given to the Reverend Mr. Madison for his ser-

mon preached this morning, and that he be de-

sired to print the same.

The Reverend Mr. Griffith, from the select

committee appointed to take under considera-

tion the report of the late delegates of this

church in General Convention, made to the

standing committee, and by them laid before

this Convention, and to collect into one view

the several alterations made in the Book of

Common Prayer, reported, That they had, ac-

cording to order, gone through the business to

them referred, and that he was ready to make
report when the Convention should be pleased

to receive it.

Resolved, That the report be now received,

and referred to a committee of the whole Con-
vention.

The Convention, according to order, resolved

itself into a committee of the whole Convention,

to take under consideration the aforesaid report

;

and, after some time spent therein, Mr. Presi-

dent resumed the chair, and Mr. Braxton re-

ported, That the said committee had, according

to order, taken under consideration the busi-

ness to them referred, and had made some
progress in the same ; but that not having had

time to go through it, he was directed to move
that the said committee have leave to sit again.

Ordered, That the said committee sit again

to-morrow.

Honourable Mr. Blair, from the committee

appointed to prepare a petition to the next

General Assembly, presented a draught of such

petition, which was read, and ordered to be re-

ferred to a committee of the whole Convention

to-morrow.

The Convention adjourned till to-monow,

10 o'clcrck.
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Saturday, May 27, 1786.

Reverend Mr. Shield, from the committee

appointed to examine the certificates of appoint-

ment of the silting members, reported, That the

said committee had, according to order, ex-

amined the same, and had come to a resolution

thereupon, which was read, and ordered to lie

on the table.

On a motion, Ordered, That the secretary at

the table add to the list of sitting members re-

ported by the aforesaid committee, the names
of such other members as shall produce satis-

factory proofs of thpir appointment.

Reverend Mr. Griffith, from the select com-

mittee to whom it was referred to collect the

matters unfinished by the last Convention, re-

ported. That the said committee had, according

to order, gone through the business to them re-

ferred, and come to some resolutions thereon,

which were read, and agreed to, as folioweth :

Resolved, That the different parishes which

have not made a return of the provision made
for their clergvmen, be now addressed to make
such returns to the standing committee appoint-

ed by this Convention: And that it be also rec-

ommended to those parishes which have not

paid in their five pounds, required by the last

Convention, now to make payment.

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to

lay off this state into districts, and to nominate

a visiter in each, agreeably to the eighth canon

of this church ; and a committee was appointed

of the Hon. A. Cary, Honourable Mr. Fleming,

Mr. Mayo Carringlon, Mr. John S. Wells, Rev.

Mr. Clay, Rev. Mr. Craig, Mr. John Walker,

Rev. Mr. Shield, Mr. Barber, Rev. Mr. Sky-

ring, Mr. Armstead, Rev. Mr. Nugent, Rev.

Mr.' Griffith, Rev. Mr. Leland, Mr. Peachey,

Rev. Mr. King, and Mr. Jones.

Resolved, That a standing committee ought

to be appointed \o correspond with the English

bishops, and to carry into effect the directions

of this Convention, and that their powers be de-

fined. And a committee was appointed of the

Rev. Mr. Madison, Hon. Mr. Blair, Mr. Page,

of Gloucester, Rev. Mr. Shield, Rev. Mr.

Bracken, and Mr. H. Nelson.

Resolved, That delegates be appointed to the

General Convention to be held at Philadelphia

in June next, and that their powers be defined

by instructions.

Resolved, That a committee bo appointed to

adjust the treasurer's accounts, and the ac-

counts of the late delegates to the General

Convention, and make report thereof: And a

committee was appointed of the Honourable

Mr. Braxton, Rev. Mr. Skyring, Mr. Griffin,

and Rev. Mr. Shield.

Resolved, That the journals of this Conven-

tion be printed, and j^aid for by the treasurer,

and that copies be transmitted to such parishes

as were represented in the last and in the pres-

ent Convention ; and that one or two copies of

the journal of the late General Convention now
on hand be also sent to the different parishes.

Resolved, That the treasurer be requested to

•end such recommendations to the different

parishes as are directed by this Convention, and
to desire that returns may be made to him in

pursuance thereof

On a motion. Resolved, That a committee bo
appointed to consider what powers ought to be
committed to the siandmg committee, and also

to draw up instructions to the delegates who
shall be appointed to the next General Conven-
tion. And a committee was appointed of Mr.
Wormeley, Mr. Braxton, Mr. Page, of Caroline,

Mr. Walker, iMr. W. M Cary, Reverend Mr.
Skyring, Reverend Mr. Buchanan, Reverend
Mr. Iceland, Reverend Mr. Craig, and Reverend
Mr. Clay.

On a«motion, Resolved, That two committees

be appointed with pow-crs to grant testimonials

to candidates for parishes ; that they be con-

fined within certain districts ; and that the said

districts be laid off by the committee appointed

to define the powers of the standing committee.

The Convention, according to the order of

the day, resolved itself into a committee of the

whole Convention, to take under consideration

the report of the select committee on the seve-

ral alterations in the Book of Common Prayer,

as recommended by the late General Conven-
tion ; and after some time spent therein, Mr.

President resumed the chair, and Mr. Braxton

reported. That the said committee had, accord-

ing to order, taken under consideration the

business to them referred, and had made some
progress in the same ; but that not having had

time to go through it. he was directed to move
that the said committee have leave to sit again.

Ordered, That the Convention will, on Mon-
day next, resolve itself into a committee of the

whole Qonvention, to take under consideration

the aforesaid report.

On a motion. Resolved, That the report of

the select committee, so far as relates to the

articles of religion, be referred to the considera-

tion of a private committee, and that the com-
mittee of the whole Convention be discharged

from the farther consideration of the same.

And a committee was appointed of Mr. Page,

of Gloucester, Hon. Mr. Blair, Rev. Mr. Shield,

Rev. Mr. Griffith, Rev. Mr. Bracken, Mr. W.
M. Cary, Rev. Mr. Clay, Mr. Wormeley, Rev.

Mr. Skyring, Mr. Griffin, Mr. Walker, Rev.

Mr. Buchanan, Rev. Mr. Craig, Rev. Mr. Tay-

lor, Mr. Rose, Rev. Mr. Cameron, Rev. Mr.

Bland, Hon. Mr. Fleming, Mr. Edmondson,

Rev. Mr. Dick, Mr. Gilchrist, and Rev. Mr.

Leland.

The Convention, according to the order of

the day, resolved itself into a committee of

the wiiolc, to take under consideration the

draught of a petition to the next General Assem-
blv ; and after some time spent therein, Mr.

President resumed the chair, and the Hon. Mr.
Blair reported. That the said committee had,

according to order, considered the same, and

made some amendments therein, which were

read, and agreed to.

Ordered, That the secretary be authorized to

employ an assistant.

The Convention adjourned till Monday next,

10 o'clock.
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Monday, May 29, 1786. 1

The ConYcntion having met according to ad-

journincnt,

Mr. Page, from the committee appointed to

consider liic report of the .select committee, so

far as relates to the articles of religion, re[iortcd.

That they had gone through the business to them
referred, and come to several resolutions there-

on, which were read, and ordered to be referred

to a conmiittec of the whole Convention.

The Convention having, according to order,

resolved itself into a committee of the whole

Convention on the report above referred—after

some time spent therein, Mr. President resumed

tiie chair, and the Hon. Mr. Blair reported, That

the said committee had, according to order,

gone through the business to them referred,

and made some amendments therein, which

were read, and, when farther amended, agreed

to, as followcth :

—

Resolved, That the first article of religion be

agreed to.

In the second article, lines 13th and 14lh,

strike out the words was never any, and insert,

there is no.

Resolved, That such part of the second arti-

cle as relates to the books commonly called

Apocryphal, ought to be expunged.

Resolved, That the third article be agreed to.

In the fourth article, after the word creed, in-

sert, as contained in the Book of Common
Prayer recommended by the late General Con-
vention.

Resolved, That the fifth and sixth articles be

agreed to.

In the 7th article, strike out the words justi-

fied by faith only, in the seventh line, and in-

sert, thus justified by faith.

Resolved, that the 8th, 9th, and 10th arti-

cles be agreed to.

Resolved, That the eleventh article on pre-

destination be omitted.

Resolved, That the 12th, 13th, and 14th ar-

ticles be agreed to.

In the 15th article, strike out the first clause

as unnecessary.

In the I6lh article, strike out the words, as

by an instrument, in the seventh line.

In the 17th article, strike out all that relates

to transubstaniiation.

Resolved, That the 18th, 19th, and 20th arti-

cles be agreed to.

On a motion, Resolved, That the Convention
will to-morrow proceed by ballot to the appoint-

ment of deputies to the next General Conven-
tion.

On a motion. Resolved, That the committee
appointed to draw up instructions for the depu-
ties to the General Convention be directed,

among other things, to instnict them to move
for such alterations in the Book of Common
Prayer and Articles of Religion as shall be
agreed to by this Convention, as fit to be pro-

posed to the General Convention.
Resolved, That the order of the day for the

Convention to resolve itself into a committee
of the whole Convention on the report of the
sfclect cominillee, bo put off until tb-morrtrw.

The Convention adjourned till lo-morrow,

10 o'clock.

Tuesday, May 30, 178G.

On a motion, Ordered, That the thanks of

this Convention be given -to the late deputies

who attended the General Convention held at

Philadelphia, for their diligent attention to the

interests of the church, and faithful discharge

of the duties of their appointment.

Mr. Wormeley, from the committee appointed

to draw up instructions for the deputies to the

next General Convention, presented a draught

of such instructions, which were read, and, with

some amendments, agreed to as foUoweth ;

—

Gentlemen,—You are instructed to move for

such alterations in the Book of Common Pray-

er and Articles of Religion as shall be agreed

to by this Convention as fit to be proposed to

the General Convention.

We consider the Protestant Episcopal Church

in America as an incorporate society, and there-

fore unity in doctrine and worship its character-

istic : Conformably to this, you will not carp at

expression, nor carry your objections to unes-

sential points
;
guarding against schisms by all

possible means, and giving our church every

benefit and strength it can acquire from union.

It is superfluous to observe to you, that the

sooner our church can have the benefit of

episcopal superintendence, the nearer it will

approach to perfection ; and to recommend to

your attention the aid of this necessary character.

Mr. Wormeley, from the committee to whom
was referred the consideration of the powers to

be given to the standing committee, reported.

That they had, according to order, had the same
under their consideration, and had come to the

following resolution thereon, which was read

and agreed to.

Resolved, That the standing committee ap-

pointed by this Convention shall have power
to correspond with the Protestant archbishops

and bishops in Europe, and with any society

or societies of the Protestant Episcopal Church

in these United States, on any matters relating

to the church ;—to call a meeting of the Con-
vention whensoever it shall to them seem
necessary ;— to receive complaints against the

clergy, and to -direct Courts of Examination

pursuant to the rules for the government of the

church ;—to grant testimonials to all persons,

candidates for parishes, and not citizens of this

state, who may apply for the same ;— to make
such representations on behalf of the church,

as may from time to time be expedient ;—to

give advice on difficulties propounded to them
concerning the church during the recess of

Convention ;—and to do all other things rec-

ommended by the Convention, and not by them
assigned to others to execute ;—and to report

their proceedings to every succeeding Conven-

tion.

The Honourable A. Gary, from the committee

appointed to lay off this state into districts, in

conformity to the eighth canon for the order,

government, and discipline of the Protestant

Episcopal Church, reported, That they had gone
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through the business to them referred, and had

come to some resolutions thereon, which were

read and agreed to, as foUoweth :

—

Resolved, That the State of Virginia ought

to be divided into twenty-four districts, for as-

sembhng the ministers annually in presbytery,

and for several other purposes, as set forth in

the eighth canon.

Resolved, That the twenty-four districts be

adjusted according to the senatorial division,

except where the line of a district divides a

parish ; in which case the parish so divided

shall be considered as belonging to that district

in which its glebe is situate.

District No. 1, containing the counties of

Chesterfield, Amelia, Cumberland, and Powhat-
an, of which district the Rev. Mr. William
Leigh is appointed Visiter.

District No. 2, containing the counties of

Brunswick, Greensville, Lunenburg, and Meck-
lenburg, the Rev. Mr. Craig, Visiter

District No. 3, containing the counties of

Charles City, James City, New Kent, the Rev.
Mr. Madison, Visiter.

District No. 4, containing the counties of

Henrico, Goochland, Louisa, the Rev. Mr. Bu-
chanan, Visiter.

District No. 5, containing the- counties of

Augusta, Rockingham, Rockbridge, Shenan-
doah.

District No 6, containing the counties of

Lancaster, Richmond, and Northumberland, the

Rev. Mr. Leland, Visiter.

District No. 7, containing the counties of

Isle of Wight, Surry, and Prince George, the

Rev. Mr. Burgess, Visiter.

District No. 8, containing the counties of

Charlotte, Halifax, and Prince Edward.
District No. 9, containing the coimties of

Gloucester and Middlesex, the Rev. Mr. Klug,
Visiter.

District No. 10, containing the counties of

Spot.sylvania, Orange, and Culpepper, the Rev.
Mr. Stevenson, Visiter.

District No. 11, containing the counties of

Loudoun and Fauquier, the Rev. Mr. Craig,

Visiter.

District No. 12, containing the counties of

Frederick, Berkeley, Hampshire, and Hardy.
District No. 13, containing the counties of

Dinwiddle, Southampton, and Sussex, the Rev.
Mr. Giirley, Visiter.

District No. 14, containing the counties of

Botetourt, Washington, Montgomery, Jefferson,

Fayette, Lincoln, Nelson, Greenbrier, and such
other counties as were made from these the last

session of Assembly.
District No. 15, containing the counties of

Hanover and Caroline, the Rev. Mr. Dick,

Visiter.

District No. 16, containing the counties of

Essex, King William, King and Queen, the

Rev. Mr. Skyring, Visiter.

District No. 17, containmg the counties of

Prince William and Fairfax, the Rev. Mr.
Griffith, Visiter.

District No. 18, containing the counties of

Ohio, Monongahala, and Harrison.

District No. 19, containing the counties of
Accomack and Northampton, the Rev. Mr.
M'Croskey, Visiter.

District No. 20, containing the counties of
Princess Anne, Norfolk, and Nansemond, the

Rev. Mr. Emmerson, Visiter.

District No. 21, containing the counties of
Buckingham, Albemarle, Amherst, and Fluvan-
nah, the Rev. Mr. Maury, Visiter.

District No. 22, containing the counties of

Bedford, Henry, Campbell, Pittsylvania, and
Franklin, the Rev. Mr. Holt, Visiter.

District No. 23, containing the counties of
Elizabeth City, Warwick, and York, the Rev.
Mr. Bracken, Visiter.

District No. 24, containing the counties of

Westmoreland, Stafford, and King George, the

Rev. Mr. Thornton, Visiter.

On a motion. Resolved, That a third com-
mittee be appointed to grant testimonials to

citizens candidates for parishes, who may apply

within the district of the same.

The Convention resolved itself into a com-
mittee of the whole Convention, to take under
their farther consideration the report of the se-

lect committee on the several alterations made
in the Book of Common Prayer recommended
by the late General Convention ; and alter

some time spent therein, Mr. President resumed

the chair, and Mr. Braxton reported. That the

committee had, according to order, gone through

the business above referred to them, and had

come to a resolution on the same, which was
read, and, after some amendments, agreed to, as

followeth :

—

Resolved, That the Book of Common Prayer,

as recommended by the late General Conven-
tion, be approved, ratified, and used, except the

Rubric before the Communion Service, and such

alterations of the Articles as are referred to the

consideration of the next General Convention

;

and that the Psalms be used as heretofore, un-

til a sufficient number of the new books can be

procured.

On a motion by Mr. W. M. Cary, that the

yeas and nays be taken on the above resolution,

they stood as followeth :

—

John Walker, Robert Slaughter, William
Withers, John Edmondson, John Page, John
Pendleton, Nathaniel Wilkinson, Carter Brax-

ton, Thomas Buford, Rev. Archibald Dick,

Rev. William Bland, Rev. D. GrilTith, Rev.

John Buchanan, Rev. James (3raig, Charles

Yancey, Ralph Wormeley, Thomas Barber, Jes-

se Ewoll, Benjamin Blunt, Robert Bolhng,

Rev. S. Klug, Rev. Samuel Shield, Rev.

John Cameron, Rev. John Leland, Rev. John
Bracken, Samuel Goode, John Jones, William
Peachey, Archibald Cary, Thomas Gaskins, A.
Armstead, Anderson Scot, voted in the affu-raa-

tive.

Rev. James Madison, William Fleming, Mayo
(^arrington, Robert Gilchrist, Wilson M. Cary,

Thomas Underwood, Matt. Anderson, Benjamin
Tem|jle, William Spiller, Rev. Charles Clay,

Rev James Taylor, Rev. Henry Skyring, Cyrus

Grilfin, V\'illiani Westcote, William Eley. Wil-

liam Moore, John Dawson, Beverley Winslow,
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William Fitzhugh, Thomas Hill, voted in the

negative.

Mr. Braxton, from the committee appointed

to examine the treasurer's accounts, reported,

That they had, according to order, exaniinod the

same, and found tlie balance in his hands to be

133/. 6*. 9d.

On a motion, Resolved, That the order of the

day for the Convention to proceed by ballot to

the appointment of deputies to the next General

Convention, be put off till to-morrow.

On a motion. Resolved, That only one cleri-

cal and one lay deputy be appointed to the next

General Convention.

The Convention adjourned till to-morrow
morning, 8 o'clock.

Wednesday, May 31, 1786.

Ordered, That the Rev. John Bracken have
leave of absence during the remainder of this

Convention, on Mr. M. Anderson's supplying

his place as secretary.

Mr. Wormeley, from the committee to whom
It was referred to lav off districts for granting

testimonials to candidates for parishes, reported.

That they had, according to order, gone through

the business to them referred, and had come to

some resolutions thereon, which were read,

and, with some amendments, agreed to, as fol-

loweth ;

—

Resolved, That the first or southern distric

be bounded by James river and the North

Carolina Ime, extending westward to our

limits.

Resolved, That the second district be be-

tween James river and Rappahannock, extend-

ing westward to our limits, and that it include

the two counties on the eastern shore.

Resolved, That the third district be that

tract of country known by the name of the

Northern Neck, including all that territory not

included in the two former districts.

On a motion, Resolved, That three commit-
tees for granting testimonials to citizens candi-

dates for parishes be now appointed, one for

each district.

And a committee was appointed for the first

district, of the Rev. Mr. Leigh, Rev. Mr. Cam-
eron, Rev. Mr. Blagrove, Hon. A. Cary, Mr.

Bannister, and Mr. R. Boiling, or any three of

them.

For the second district a committee was ap-

pointed of the Hon. Edmund Pendleton, Rev.

Mr. Dick, Rev. Mr. Waugh, Rev. Mr. Taylor,

Mr. Gilchrist, and Mr. Hoomes, or any three of

them.

For the third district a committee was ap-

pointed of the Rev. Mr. Griffith, Mr. Grayson,

Mr. Buckner, Mr. Fitzhugh, of Chatham, Mr. B.

Fairfax, and Mr. Jesse Ewell, or any three of

them.
Resolved, That it be recommended to the

different vestries within this state to collect

from their parishioners such sums of money as

they can get subscribed, for the purpose of

raising a fund to pay the expenses of obtaining

consecration for a bishop, and for his support

when appointed. The money, when collected,

B

must be sent to the treasurer appointed by the

Convention, who is directed ^to report the

amount of such returns to the standing com-
mittee ; and they are hereby required, upon the

appointment of a bishop, and after paying the

expenses attending his consecration, to lay or
let out the residue in such manner as shall to

them appear most advisable.

Resolved, That the Convention do now pro-
ceed, by ballot, to the appointment of a person
proper to be recommended for consecration as
bishop of this state.

Honourable Mr. Braxton, Mr. Page, Rev.
Mr. Cameron, and the Rev. Mr. Craig, were
appointed a committee to examine the ballots,

who, having withdrawn and examined the same,
reported, That they had found the numbers for

the several persons balloted for to be as follow-

eth :

—

For the Reverend David Griffith, 32 ; Rev-
erend John Bracken, 10 ; Reverend Samuel
Shield, 7.

And it appearing from the report that a ma-
jority of the whole Convention was in favour of
the Reverend Mr. Griffith,

Resolved, therefore. That the Reverend D.
Griffith be recommended as a proper person to

be consecrated bishop for this state.

Resolved, That this Convention will, after

consecration, receive the said D. Griffith as

bishop.

The Convention, according to the order of
the day, proceeded by ballot to the appointment
of deputies to attend the General Convention
appointed to be held in Philadelphia ; and Mr.
Page, Mr. Edmondson, the Rev. Mr. Cameron,
and the Rev. Mr. Craig, were appointed a com-
mittee to examine the ballots ; who, having
withdrawn and examined the same, reported,

That they found the numbers for the several per-

sons balloted for to be as followeth :

For Cyrus Griffin, Esq., 40 ; the Reverend
David Griffith, 32 ; Reverend John Bracken, 9 ;

Reverend Samuel Shield, 4 ; John Walker,
Esq., 2 ; Ralph Wormeley, Esq., 1.

And it appearing from the report that a ma-
jority of the whole Convention were in favour

of Cyrus Griffin and Mr. Griffith,

Resolved, therefore, That Cyrus Griffin, Esq.

and the Rev. David Griffith be appointed

deputies to the General Convention of the

Protestant Episcopal Church, appointed to be

held in the city of Philadelphia on the third

Tuesday of June next.

The Convention resolved itself into a com-
mittee of the whole Convention, to take under
their consideration the 4th, 9th, and 10th arti-

cles of the General Ecclesiastical Constitution

of the Protestant Episcopal Church ; and after

some time spent therein, Mr. President resumed
the chair, and Mr. W. M. Cary reported, that

the committee had, according to order, con-

sidered the same, and come to a resolution

thereon, which was read, and agreed to, as fol-

loweth :

—

Resolved, That the 4th, 9th, and 10th arti-

cles of the General Ecclesiastical Constitution

be a^eed to.
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On a motion, Resolved, That the treasurer

DC directed to |)ay to the two deputies appoint-

ed to attend the next General Convention the

sum of forty pounds each.

Resolved, That the treasurer be directed

to pay to Mr. William Pierce the sum of five

pounds for his services.

Resolved, That the treasurer be allowed the

sum of twenty pounds for his last year's services.

The Convention then adjourned.

Signed by order of the Convention,

James Madison, President.

Attest, J Bracken, Secretary.

M. Anderson, Sec. j/ro tern.

Journal of a Convention of the Protestant Episcopal Church in Virginia, held at the Public

Buildings, in the City of Richmond, May I6th, 1787.

A List of the Members of the Convention.

Clergymen.Counties.

Brunswick,

Caroline,

Charles City,

Chesterfield,

Parishes.

St. Andrews,
I Drysdale,

< St. Asaph,
( St. Margaret,

Westover,
Dale,

Jesse Carter.

James Taylor.

Archibald Dick.

Benjamin Blagrove.

Manchester,

Fairfax,

Abingdon,

Frederick,

St. Jas. Northam,

St. Paul,

St. Martins,

Henrico,

James City,

St. Stephens,

St. John,

St. David,

Cumberland,
Blisland,

St. Brides,

Wicomico,
( Southam,

J King William,

Bristol,

iSt. George,
Berkeley,

Bruton,

York Hampton,

Wednesday, May 16.

The Convention met, and there not being a

sufficient number of members to proceed to

business, adjourned till to-morrow 10 o'clock.

Thursday, May 17.

The Convention having met, the Rev. J.

Bracken was unanimously appointed Secretary
to the Convention.

The Rev. Dr. Griffith was unanimously elect-

ed President.

Ordered, That a committee be appointed to

examine and report the certificates of appoint-
ment of the sitting members.
And a com.mittee was appointed of the Hon.

James Wood, Rev. Mr. Madison, Rev. Mr.
Cameron, and Mr. Pendleton.

The Rev. Mr. Madison, from the standing

Fairfax,

Gloucester,

Frederick,

Goochland,

Hanover,

Henrico,

James City,

King and Queen,

King WiUiam,

Lunenburg,
New Kent,

Norfolk,

Northumberland,

Powhatan,

Prince George,

Spotsylvania,

Williamsburg,

York,

D. Griffith.

John Buchanan.
James Madison.

Henry Skyring.

James Craig.

Needier Robinson.

John Leland.

John H. Saunders.

John Cameron.

John Bracken.

Samuel Shield.

Lay Deputies.

John Jones.

John Baylor.

Robert Mickleborough.

Jerman Baker.

< David Patterson.

{ George Markham.
Bryan Fairfax.

( John Page.

< Thomas Lewis.
James Wood.

< Thomas Underwood.
( Major Saunders.

John Pendleton.

Thomas Tinsley.

Garland Anderson.

Thomas Hill.

Wm. D. Claiborne.

Wm. Spiller.

Ben. Temple.
Henry Stokes.

Burwell Bassett.

David Ball.

Littlebury Mosley.
John Harris.

Thomas Turpin.

John Shore.

Thomas Ryan.
Beverley Winslow.
Robert Andrews.
Wm. Nelson.

committee, laid before the Convention the jour-

nal of a General Convention held at Philadelphia,

September 27, 1786, the journal of another Gen-
eral Convention, held at Wilmington, October
10, 1786, and the proceedings of the standing
commiiiee, with some other papers, which were
read, and ordered to lie on the table.

On a motion. Resolved, That this Convention
will, in their proceedings, ol)serve the standing
rules of the House of Delegates so far as they
may be applicable ; except that the Convention
will not on any occasion resolve itself into a
committee of the whole Convention, that the
president shall, in the chair, enjoy, in common
with the other members of the Convention, the
right of delivering his sentiment on any question,

and that the yeas and nays shall not be called
for on any question.
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Rev. Mr. Leland reported the proceedings of

the examining court, had on the trial of Edward
Jones, clerk, rector of the parish of Northfarn-

ham, Northumberland county, which were read,

and ordered to lie on the tabic.

On a motion. Resolved, That a committee be
appointed to frame such rules and regulations

for the government of the church, as the repeal

of the act of incorporation has rendered neces-

sary, and to revise the canons formerly made,
and prepare such alterations in them as the

present situation of the church requires.

And a committee was appointed of the Rev.

Mr. Madison, the Rev. Mr. Bracken, the Rev.

Mr. Shield, the Rev. Mr. Taylor, the Rev. Mr.

Cameron, the Rev. Mr. Craig, the Honourable
James Wood, Mr. Underwood, Mr. Baker, Mr.

Andrews, Mr. Pendleton, and Mr. Nelson.

On a motion, Resolved, That a committee be

appointed to take into consideration the pro-

ceedings of the General Convention held in

Philadelphia in June, 1786, the proceedings of

another General Convention held in Wilming-
ton in October, 1786, and the other papers laid

before this Convention by the standing com-
mittee, and that they report thereon.

And a committee was appointed of the Rev.
Mr. Dick, Rev. Mr. Buchanan, Rev. Mr. Ryan,
Rev. Mr. Fairfax, Rev. Mr. Leland, Major Saun-
ders, Mr. Baylor, Mr. Shore, and Mr. T. Lewis.

The Convention adjourned till to-morrow, 10

o'clock.

Friday, May 18.

The Convention having met, according to

adjournment, the Rev. Mr. Madison, from the

committee appointed to frame such rules and

regulations for the government of the church

as the repeal of the act of incorporation has

rendered necessary, and to revise the canons

formerly made, reported. That they had, accord-

ing to order, had under their consideration the

business to them referred ; and had in conse-

quence thereof prepared an ordinance for ap-

pointing vestries and other purposes ; and had

also gone through the revision of the canons.

Ordered, That the said ordinance and revision

of the canons be now received and read.

On a motion. Ordered, That the ordinance for

appointing vestries and for other purposes be

read a second time.

The ordinance for appointing vestries and for

other purposes was read a second time, and,

with the amendments, ordered to be transcribed

and read to-morrow a third time.

On a motion, Ordered, That the rules for the

order, government, and discipline of the Prot-

estant Episcopal Church in Virginia, be now
read a second time.

The rules for the order, government, and dis-

cipline of the Protestant Episcopal Church being

read a second time, and amended, were ordered

to be transcribed with the amendments, and

read to-morrow a third time.

The Rev. Mr. Dick, from the committee ap-

pointed to take under their consideration the

proceedings of a General Convention held at

Philadelphia in June, 1786, and also the pro-

B2

ceedings of another General Convention held

at Wilmington in October, 1786, and the other

papers laid before tins Convention by the stand-

ing committee, reported, That they had, ac-

cording to order, gone through the business to

them referred, an<l had come to several resolu-

tions thereon, which were read, and,

On a motion. Ordered to be recommitted.
Ordered, That Mr. Baker, Mr. Jones, Mr.

Underwood, the Rev. Mr. Madison, the Rev.
Mr. Shield, and Mr. Andrews, be added to the

aforesaid commitiee.
On a motion. Ordered, That the treasurer be

requested to lay his accounts before the Con-
vention to-morrow.

On a motion. Resolved, That the Convention
will, to-morrow, proceed by ballot to appoint

deputies to the next General Convention.

And then the Convention adjourned till to-

morrow, 10 o'clock.

Saturday, May 19.

The Convention having met, according to

adjournment, the Rev. Mr. Dick, from the com-
mittee appointed to take under consideration

the proceedings of a General Convention held
in Philadelphia in June, 1786, the proceedings
of another General Convention held in M'^il-

mington in October, 1786, and the other papers
laid before tliis Convention by the standing
committee, reported, That they had, according
to order, gone through the business to them
referred, and had come to several resolutions

thereon, which were read, and, when amended,
agreed to, as follows :

—

L Resolved, That it is the opinion of this

committee, that the recommendation to the

churches therein represented, not to receive

to the pastoral charge, within their respective

limits, clergymen professing canonical subjec-

tion to any bishop, in any state or country,

other than those bishops who may be duly set-

tled in the states represented in the said Gen-
eral Convention, ought to be acceded to.

IL Resolved, That it is the opinion of this

committee, that the 1st, 2d, 3d, 5th, 6th, 7th, 8th,

10th, and 11th articles of the General Constitu-

tion be acceded to, and that the 4th and 9th
articles be also acceded to, but as articles of a
temporary nature, and not as forming a part of
the General Constitution.

III. Resolved, That it is the opinion of this

committee, that the recommendation from the

General Convention not to admit any person as

a minister within this church who should receive
ordination from any bishop residing in America,
during the application pending to the English
bishops for episcopal consecration, cannot be
complied with.

IV. Resolved, That it is the opinion of this

committee, that the deputies to be appointed to

attend the next General Convention, be instruct-

ed to move the General Convention to expunge
the words, " He descended into hell," inserted

in the Apostles' Creed by the General Conven-
tion held at Wilmington, and also whatever
relates to the restoration of the Nicene Creed.

V. Resolved, That it is the opinion of thia
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committee, that the alteration made in the form

of subscription prescribed in the 10th article of

the General Constitution is not necessary, the

object of it appearing to us to be provided for

by what are called the 4th, 9ih, and 10th articles

of the General Constitution.

VI. Resolved, That the recommendation from

the General Convention to the Convention of

the several states, to authorize and empov^-er

their deputies to the next General Convention,

after a bishop or bishops shall be obtained m
the church, to confirm and ratify a General

Constitution respecting both the doctrine and

discipline of the Protestant Episcopal Church

of the United States of America, ought to be

complied with.

VII. Resolved, That it is the opinion of this

committee, that the standmg committee have

shown a proper and diligent attention to the in-

terests of this church durmg the recess of the

Convention.

The Hon. James Wood, from the committee

appointed to examine the certificates of appoint-

ment of the sitting members, reported. That they

had, according to order, examined the business to

them referred, and had come to a resolution there-

on, which was read, and ordered to lie on the table.

On a motion, Resolved, That two deputies be

appointed to attend the General Convention.

The Convention, according to order, pro-

ceeded to ballot for deputies to attend the next

General Convention ; and the Rev. Mr. Shield and

Mr. Jones were appointed to examine the ballots,

who, having withdrawn and examined the same,

reported. That they had found the numbers for the

several persons balloted for to be as foUoweth :

—

Mr. Andrews, 34; Rev. Dr. Griffith, 23 ; Rev.

Mr. Madison, 13.

And, it appearing from the report, that a ma-
jority of the whole Convention was in favour

of Mr. Andrews and the Rev. Mr. Griffith,

Resolved, therefore, That Mr. Andrews and

the Rev. Mr. Griffith be appointed deputies to

attend the next General Convention of the Prot-

estant Episcopal Church.
The treasurer, according to order, laid his

accounts before the Convention.

Ordered, That they be referred to a committee
;

and a committee was appointed of the Rev. Mr.
Skyring, Mr. Baker, Mr. Jones, Mr. Underwood,
and the Rev. Mr. Craig.

On a motion. Resolved, That a committee be

appointed to draw up a recommendation of one

uniform mode of supporting the clergy in this

state ; and a committee was appointed of Mr.

Jones, Mr. Page, Hon. James Wood, Mr. Baker,

Mr. Andrews, Rev. Mr. Madison, Rev. Mr.

Cameron, Rev. Mr. Shield, Rev. Mr. Craig,

and the Rev. Mr. Skyring.

On a motion. Resolved, That an address be

prepared to the members of the Protestant Epis-

copal Church in this state, and that it be refer-

red to the committee last appointed to draught

the same.

Resolved, That the order of the day be put ofT

till Monday next.

The Convention adjourned till Monday, 7

o'clock.

Monday, May 21.

The Convention having met, according to

adjournment, Mr. Baker, from the committee
appointed to examine the treasurer's accounts,

rej)orted. That they had, according to order, ex-

amined the same, had found them fairly stated,

and that the balance remaining in his hands was
103/. 6*. lOid.

The ordinance for appointing vestries and

trustees, and for other purjjoses, having been
fairly transcribed, it was read, and the blanks

filled up ; and then it was resolved that the said

ordinance do pass.

The rules and canons for regulating the order,

government, and discipline of the Protestant Epis-

copal Church in Virginia having been fairly trans-

cribed, were read, and the blanks filled up, and
then it was resolved that the said rules do pass.

Mr. Jones, from the committee appointed to

prepare and recommend one uniform mode of

supporting the clergy, reported, That they had,

according to order, had under consideration the

business to them referred, and had come to some
resolutions thereon, which were read and agreed

to, as followelh :

—

In order that one uniform mode of supporting

the clergy may be adopted throughout this church.

Resolved, That it be recommended to the

church-wardens or trustees in the different par-

ishes, where the incumbent is not satisfied with

the provision already made for him, so soon aa

convenient after vestries and trustees are duly

elected, to convene the members of the Prot-

estant Episcopal Church in their respective

parishes, and propose to such members, wheD
convened, that they do there deliberate and de-

termine upon the sum which they are willing

annually to contribute to the support of the

minister ; and that they do, by their voluntary

consent, authorize the vestry to receive such
sum from the members of the said church in

proportion to the titheables possessed by each.

Resolved, That it be further recommended to

the different parishes, that they do agree such
sum, when fixed upon, shall be permanent, until

changed or altered by a majority of the society.

Resolved, That it be recommended to the dif-

ferent church-wardens to have similar provision

made for the clerks, sextons, and necessary ex-

penses of the church.

Mr. Jones, from the committee appointed to

prepare an address to the members of the Prot-
estant Episco[)al Church, reported. That they
had, according to order, had under consideration
the business to them referred, and had prepared
the same, which was read and agreed to, as fol-

lows :

—

The Address of the Convention to the Members of
the Protestant Episcopal Church in Virginia.

We, your pastors and lay deputies, in Con-
vention assembled, have, by the favour of Divine
Providence, and according to the privilege secu-
red by the laws of the country to every society

of Christians of managing its own temporal con-
cerns, and of regulating its discipline and wor-
ship, instituted certain fundamental canons,
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made necessary by the repeal of the incorpora-

ting act, and have framed rules for the order,

discipline, and worship of our church. We
think, however, that to discharge fully the duty
we owe on this occasion to God and to yon, it

is incumbent on us briefly to put you in mind
of some things which remain for you to do, and
to which, if you do not attend, all our labours

here must be inefl'ectuai. To render our church
truly respectable, and our institutions of service

to the cause of Christianity, a general and reg-

ular attendance on public worship, and the con-

stant practice of piety and morahty, in all times

and in all places, are indispensable. This is so

obvious, that we trust we need only mention it

to you. A moderate but adequate provision for

your pastor, is another thing which must claim

your attention and exertions. Both Scripture

and common sense point out this to be your
duty, and the omission of it involves conse-

quences which no real Christian can think of

without horror. The want of proper teachers

must be the effect of this omission ; and igno-

rance and error, with all their train of evils, will

follow. The very idea of being the author of

so great an injury to the temporal and eternal

concerns of mankind must rouse and alarm you
;

and, we trust, will excite your most serious en-

deavours to provide for the preservation of the

pure doctrines of religion. The general affairs

of our church also require from you a small con-

tribution. We have been careful to frame our

institutions of a nature as simple and unex-

pensive as possible ; but we could not constitute

a church which would call for no support from

its members. Recommending these things to

your attention, and you to the Almighty gui-

dance and protection, we are your affectionate

brethren in Christ.

On a motion. Ordered, That 200 copies of

the ordinance for regulating the appointment of

vestries, <Slc., and of the address to the mem-
ber.sof the Protestant Episcopal Church, be im-

mediately printed ; and that the treasurer be re-

quested to transmit them to the several parishes.

I. On a motion. Resolved, That the several

parishes of this state be divided into 24 dis-

tricts, for assembling the ministers annually in

presbytery, and for other purposes, as set forth

in the eighth Canon.

II. Resolved, That the 24 districts be ad-

justed according to the senatorial division, ex-

cept where the line of a district divides a parish
;

in which case, the parish so divided shall be

considered as belonging to that district in which

its glebe is situated.

III. Resolved, That the several visiters ap-

pointed by the last Convention be continued in

their respective districts, as thereby provided
;

except that the Rev. Mr. Fairfax be appointed

visiter in the room of Dr. Griffith, nominated

to be bishop ; and the Rev. John H. Saunders

in the room of Mr. Leigh, deceased.

IV. Resolved, That three committees be ap-

pointed to grant testimonials to citizens, candi-

dates for parishes, who may apply within the

divisions of the same.

V. Resolved, That the first or southern di-

vision be bounded by James river and the

North Carolina line, extending westward to the

limits of this state.

VI. Resolved, That the second division be be-

tween James river and Rappahannock, extend-

ing westward to the limits of this state, and that

it include the two counties on the eastern shore.

VII. Resolved, That the third division be
that tract of country known by the name of the

Northern Neck, and that it include all the ter-

ritory not comprehended within the two former
divisions.

VIII. Resolved, That the Rev. Mr. Cameron,
the Rev. Mr. Craig, the Rev. Mr. Gerard, Col.

Banister, Mr. Robert Boiling, Mr. Jennan Baker,

or any three of them, be appointed a committee
for the first division.

IX. Resoh'ed, That the Hon. Edmund Pen-
dleton, the liev. Mr. Dick, the Rev. Mr. Waugh,
the Rev. Mr. Taylor, Mr. Gilchrist, and Mr.
Hoomes, be appointed a committee for the

second division, or any three of them.

X Resolved, That the Rev. Mr. Grayson,
the Rev. Mr. Buchanan, the Rev. Mr. Fairfax, Mr.
Fitzhugh, of Chatham, Mr. Jesse Ewell, and Dr.

Brown, be appointed a committee for the third

division, or any three of them.

On a motion. Resolved, That the Rev. Mr.
Madison, the Rev. Mr. Bracken, the Rev. Mr.
Shield, the Hon. John Blair, Mr. Page, of Rose-
well, and Mr. Andrews, be appointed a standing

committee ; and that they have power to cor-

respond with the Protestant archbishops and
bishops in Europe, and with any society or so-

cieties of the Protestant Episcopal Church in

these United States, on any matters relating to

the church ; to call a meeting of the Convention

whensoever it shall to them seem necessary
;

to receive complaints against the clergy, and to

direct courts of examination pursuant to the

rules for the government of the church ; to

grant testimonials to all persons candidates for

parishes, and not citizens of this state, who
may apply for the same ; to make such repre-

sentations on behalf of the church as may from

time to time be expedient ; to give advice on
difficulties propounded to them concerning the

church during the recess of Convention ; and
to do all other things recommended by the Con-
vention, and not by them assigned to other's to

execute ; and to report their proceedings to

every succeeding Convention.

On a motion, Resolved, That all reasonable

expenses be allowed the deputies appointed to

attend the next General Convention, and that

the sum of thirty pounds be advanced to them

on account.

On a motion, Resolved, That the standing

committee, without delay, request of the Right

Rev. Dr. White, Bishop of the Protestant Epis-

copal Church in the State of Pennsylvania, and

the Right Rev. Dr. Provost, bishop of the said

church in the State of New-York, that they,

or either of them, admit to consecration the

Rev. Dr. Griffith, nominated by the last Con-

vention bishop of the church in this state.

On a motion. Resolved, That the standing

committee be authorized to appoint a deputy or



23 .CONVENTION OF 1787.

deputies to the General Convention, should both

or either of the gentlfimen appointed by this

Convention be prevented from attending.

On a motion, Resolved, That it be recom-

mended to the several parishes (who have not

complied with the recommendation of the last

Convention, to collect from then- parishioners

such sums of money as they could get subscri-

bed, for the purpose of raising a fund to pay the

expenses of obtaining consecration for a bishop,

and for his support when consecrated), to hasten

such collections, and to forward the money when
collected to the Rev. Mr. Buchanan, treasurer,

who is directed to report the amount to the

standing committee ; and they are hereby re-

quired, after paying the above-mentioned ex-

penses, to lay or let out the residue in such

manner as shall to them appear most advisable.

On a motion. Resolved, That the members
of this (Convention proceed to sign the testimo-

nials of the Rev. Dr. Ciriffilh.

On a motion, Resolved, That it be recom-

mended to the different parishes to provide funds

for the education of two youths from their early

years, in such a manner as to be properly quali-

fied for discharging the important duties of the

ministry in this church. And towards effecting

this purpose, be it further recommended to the

clergy, to preach annually a charity sermon in

their respective parishes, and transmit the money
so collected to the treasurer, which money shall

be subject to the disposal of the bishop and the

standing committee, who shall conjointly have

the direction of the education of the two youths.

And be it further resolved. That the choice

of such youths shall reside in the bishop and the

standing committee.

On a motion. Resolved, That the treasurer be

allowed five per cent, on all moneys received

since last Convention.

On a motion. Resolved, That 150 copies of

the Journal of this Convention be piinted under
the inspection of the Rev. Mr. Buchanan.
On a motion. Resolved, That Mr. Pierce be

allowed the sum of five pounds for his services.

Resolved, That the next Convention be called

to meet in the city of Richmond.
The Convention then adjourned.

D. Griffith, President.

J. Bracken, Secretary.

AN ORDINANCE FOR REGULATING THE APPOINT-

MENT OF VESTRIES AND TRUSTEES, AND FOR
OTHER PURPOSES.

Whereas an act of General Assembly, which
was passed in the year one thousand seven

hundred and eighty-four, entitled, " An act for

incorporating the Protestant Episcopal (Church,"

hath been repealed bv an act of the last session
;

in consequence of which, it is supposed that the

several powers of government and discipline in

the said church are returned to the members at

large ; and in order to exercise those powers,

the members of the said church, in their several

parishes, have elected two deputies to represent

them in a Convention, to be held in the city of

Richmond, on this sixteenth day of May, one

thousand seven hundred and eighty-seven, with

full powers to deliberate upon, form, and estab-

lish such regulations as they should judge to

be necessary and proper for the government,

discipline, and worship of the said church, and
the care and direction of the social property ; in

order to effect which purposes, it is judged ne-

cessary that vestries should forthwith be elected

in each parish.

Be it therefore ordained by the deputies so

appointed, and now met in Convention at the

time and place prefixed. That the church-wardens

and vestrymen in the several parishes within

this commonwealth, who were elected into office

in conformity to an act of General Assembly,
passed in the year one thousand seven hundred
and eighty-four, entitled, " An act for incorpo-

rating the Protestant Episcopal Church," be,

and are hereby declared and acknowledged as

trustees for the members of the Protestant

Episcopal Church, until a new election shall

take place, and to hold the property, both real

and personal, belonging to the said church, for

their use and benefit, subject to such regula-

tions as shall be made from time to time by the

Convention of deputies elected by the members
of the said church. And be it further ordained,

that as soon as may be after notice of this ordi-

nance, the late church-wardens, or any other

two reputable inhabitants (being members of

the Protestant Episcopal Church) in each parish,

do call together, at some convenient time and
place, by notice duly given, all the freeholders

and housekeepers in such parish who are mem-
bers of the said church, and contribute to the

support thereof; then and there to elect twelve

of the most able and discreet men of their so-

ciety to be a vestry for such parish, and trustees

of their property ; to continue in office until the

Monday in Easter-week, in the year one thousand
seven hundred and ninety, and on that day, if

fair, otherwise the next day which is so, there

shall be a new election of vestrymen ; and such
elections shall continue to be made triennially

on Easter-Monday, if fair, or the next fair day,

until the Convention shall otherwise direct ; in-

termediate vacancies occasioned by death, re-

moval, or resignation, to be filled by the remain-
ing vestrymen, and those so chosen to act until

the period of the next general election.

Every vestryman, before he acts in office,

shall subscribe in vestry to be conformable to

the doctrine, discipline, and worship of the Prot-

estant Episcopal Church.
Each vestry, at their first meeting after their

election, shall choose two of their members to

be church-wardens, who shall superintend the
next general election of vestrymen

; judge of
the qualifications of voters, and certify the names
of the persons chosen. They shall be consid-
ered as the acting part of the vestry, and shall

see that the orders and resolutions of the vestry
be carried into execution.

The vestries respectively, with the minister,

where there is one, shall hold and enjoy all

glebes, lands, churches, books, plate, and other
property, now belonging or hereafter accruing

to the said church, as trustees for the benefit
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of the society, and may improve or demise the

lands during the vacancy of a minister ; but may
not demise lands allowed for the minister's hab-

itation or use, when they have one, without his

consent. They may also use, improve, or dis-

pose of all personal property, and the produce,

rents, and profits of lands (not appropriated for

the minister) belonging to the church, for the

benefit of the society, in erecting or repairing

churches, glebe-houses, or otherwise ; and may
make such rules and orders for managing the

temporal affairs and concerns of the church,

within their respective parishes, as they shall

think most conducive to its interest and pros-

perity, and for carrying into e.xecution such

orders and rules for government and discipline,

or other spiritual purposes, as shall be directed

by this or any future Convention. They shall

have the sole power of directing the payment
of money belonging to the church within their

respective parishes, and of appointing a clerk,

treasurer, and collector, when they think neces-

sary. All of which proceedings shall be fairly

entered in a book to be kept for that purpose.

A meeting of the hodv (to be called by the

minister, or, if he be absent, or, in case of a

vacancy, by the church-wardens, or by a church-

warden, if but one within the parish, or by any

two vestrymen, if there be no minister or church-

warden) shall be had as often as is necessary,

the minister to have a vote equal to, and not

greater than a vestryman in all questions, e.\-

cept for the demise of the glebe-lands assigned

for his residence or use, in which he shall have

a negative. Seven members shall be sufficient

to constitute a meeting, and all questions shall

be decided by a majority of those present.

Future Conventions shall consist of two depu-

ties from each parish, of whom the minister

shall be one, if there be a minister, the other a

layman, to be annually chosen by the vestry,

who shall also choose another where there is no

minister in the parish. And twenty -five deputies

thus qualified and appointed shall be a Convention.

Conventions shall regulate all the religious

concerns of the church, its doctrines, discipline,

and worship, and institute such rules and regu-

lations as they mav judge necessary for the good

government thereof, and the same revoke and

alter at their pleasure.

CANONS.
I. Conventions shall be holden annually on

the first Wednesday in May, provided neverthe-

less, that if a sufficient number of members to

form a Convention shall not attend on the said

day, any five then assembled shall have power
to adjourn.

II. A person shall preside in Convention with

the name of president, who shall always be a

bishop, when there is one present properly con-

secrated and settled in the church, till which
time a president shall be appointed by the Con-
vention out of their own body ; if more than

one bishop is found necessary in this church,

they shall preside alternately.

III. A secretary shall be appointed by the

Convention, who shall continue in office during

good behaviour, who shall keep a record of their

resolves and proceedings, and have the records

in his custody so long as he shall continue in

office. I

IV. Standing rules shall be established for

the preservation of decorum, and the orderly

management of business.

V. All questions, whether they relate to the

order, government, discipline, doctrine, or wor-

ship of this church, or to any other matter which
is properly before the Convention, shall be de-

termined by a majority of votes.

VI. At all future Conventions, each member
(whether minister or layman) shall, previous to

his admission, [iroduce a testimonial of his being

regularly appointed, which testimonial shall be

signed by one or both of the church-wardens, or

by the clerk of the respective vestries.

VII. All the ordinances and other proceed-

ings of the Convention shall be attested by the

secretary.

VIII. The clergy of several neighbouring

parishes, not less than three nor more than

ten, shall assemble in presbytery annually, on
the second Wednesday in April, at some con-

venient place in the district, to be appointed by
a majority of the ministers in the same district

;

one in each district shall be appointed by the

Convention, to preside at their meetings with

the title of visiter, who shall annually visit each

parish in his district—shall attend to and in-

spect the morals and conduct of the clergy

—

shall see that the canons and rules of the church

are observed, and that no abuses are practised

—shall admonish and reprove privately those

clergymen who are negligent, or act in an un-

becoming manner ; and shall report yearly to

the bishop, if there be one, or if there be no

bishop, to the next Convention, the stale of each

parish in his district, noting down the offenders

and their offences.

IX. The clergy who shall minister in this

church shall be the three orders of bishops,

priests, and deacons.

X. Every person hereafter to officiate in this

church as a bishop, shall be nominated by the

Convention ; and having received episcopal con-

secration before he enters on his office, shall

subscribe to conform to the doctrine, discipline,

and worship of the Protestant Episcopal Church
of Virginia ; and no person shall be received

into the church as a bishop until he shall have

completed the thirtieth year of his age.

XI. As we conceive the office of a bishop,

according to the true apostolic institution, dif-

fers in nothing from that of other ministers of

God's word, except in the power of ordination

and confirmation, and the rights of superintend-

ing the conduct of the clergy, and of precedency

in ecclesiastical assemblies, that office shall be

accordingly so exercised in this church ; and

every bishop, after his promotion to the episcopal

order, shall continue to hold a parish, and to do

the duty of a parish minister, except when he is

necessarily employed in the discharge of his

episcopal office.

XII. No bishop shall inflict any censure upon,
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or exercise any power over, the clergy under his

inspection, other than he is allowed to do by the

laws and institutions of this church made in

Convention.

XIII. No priest or minister shall hereafter

be received into any parish within this common-
wealth, unless he first produce to the vestry

sufficient testimonials of his having been reg-

ularly ordained a priest by some Protestant

bishop, and of having taken the oath of allegiance

to this commonwealth, and subscribe to be con-

formable to the doctrine, discipline, and worship

of the Protestant Episcopal Church ; nor till he

shall have entered into a contract in writing

with the vestry or trustees on behalf of the

society within such parish, by which it shall be

stipulated and declared that he holds the ap-

pointment subject to removal upon the deter-

minations of ihe Convention of the Protestant

Episcopal Church in this state. Provided, That
any person who hath been ordained by a bishop

of the Church of Rome, may also be received

as a minister, who shall produce satisfactory

testimonials respecting his ordination, morals,

and conduct, renounce the errors of that church,

take the oath, and subscribe as aforesaid.

XIV. No minister shall hereafter be received

into a parish who does not first produce to the

vestry satisfactory testimonials of his morals,

conduct, and conversation, from the person or

persons appointed by the Convention to inquire

into such matters, and grant such testimonials.

XV. The right of presentation, or appointing

ministers to serve in the parishes, shall continue

in the vestries, and each vestry shall choose its

own minister.

XVI. Every person to be ordained priest or

deacon by any bishop of this church, shall pro-

duce testimonials of his good morals and orderly

conduct from the clergy assembled in the district

where he for some time last resided, and from
the vestry of the parish where he last lived,

provided there be in the district a sufficient

number of clergymen to form a presbytery
;

otherwise a testimonial from the minister and
vestry of his parish, or from the vestry alone,

if the parish is vacant, shall be deemed suffi-

cient : Provided also, the candidate is not an
inhabitant of some other state. No person shall

be ordained until due examination had by the

bishop and two priests.

XVII. No person shall be admitted to priest's

orders until he shall have completed the twenty-
fourth year of his age, and is assured of the

willingness of some parish or congregation to

receive him as their minister, to be certified

under the hands of the church-wardens, and at-

tested by the clerk of the vestry.

XVIII. Every person who shall be admitted
either to priest's or deacon's orders, shall be
ordained according to the form prescribed in

the Book of Common Prayer, &c., directed to

be used in this church ; but no person shall be
ordained priest until he has served six months
in the office of deacon.

XIX. No person shall be ordained deacon
until he shall have completed the twenty-first

year of his age.

XX. No person having deacon's orders only
shall be allowed to hold a parish ; but a deacon
may, during a vacancy, officiate in a parish, if

chosen by the vestry to do so ; he shall preach the
gospel, and baptize ; he may assist in administer-
ing the sacrament of the Lord's Supper, but not
consecrate the elements ; he may solemnize mar-
riages, and shall attend to the situation and cir-

cumstances of the poor when it may be necessary.

XXI. A person may be ordained a deacon
though he shall have no assurance of being
called to minister in a parish or congregation,

provided his testimonials and qualifications are

satisfactory.

XXII. A deacon may minister as a proba-

tioner or missionary, under the direction of the

Convention or the bishop.

XXIII. The parish clerk shall be appointed

by the minister and vestry, and displaced by
them whenever his services are not satisfactory

to the people, whenever he shall neglect his

duty, or otherwise misbehave himself.

XXIV. Sextons shall be appointed by the

vestries, and dismissed by them when they think

proper.

XXV. Bishops shall be amenable to the

Convention, who shall be a court to try them,
from which there shall be no appeal ; on all

such occasions, a president, who shall be a

bishop, shall be chosen by the Convention to sit

as judge ; and they shall also appoint a clerk to

the court.

XXVI. All accusations against a bishop, as

such, shall come from the vestries ; but no ac-

cusation against a bishop shall be received un-

less three vestries join in the complaint ; all

complaints against a bishop shall be lodged with
such persons as may be appointed to call a Con-
vention ; and a copy of the charge or charges

to be brought against him shall be communi-
cated to him in writing, at least two months be-

fore the trial ; counsel may be employed on
both sides, and none but viva voce evidence shall

be admitted.

XXVII. Disorderly, scandalous, and immoral
conduct, neglect of duty, a disregard to the rules

and canons of the church, or taking a bribe to

grant either ordination or a recommendation for

a vacant parish, shall be considered as ofTences

in a bishop, for which he may be brought to

trial ; and on his being convicted of any of

these, he shall be reproved, suspended, or dis-

missed, at the discretion of the court.

XXVIII. Courts shall be instituted to ex-
amine into complaints exhibited against minis-

ters or deacons, to consist of six members, viz.,

three clergymen and three vestrymen from the

nearest and most convenient parishes, one from
each ; the appointment of said vestrymen shall

be by lot ; the oldest clergyman in orders shall

preside as judge ; on conviction of the minis-

ter, the court shall report the facts, and state

the evidence to the Convention, who shall pro-

ceed without delay to pass such sentence as a

majority of them shall think the ofl'ence de-

serves, which shall be either reproof, suspension,

or dismission.

XXIX. No vestryman shall sit on the ex-
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amination of a minister belonging to the parish

wherein such vestryman resides ; the examina-

tion shall be held in the parish where the accu-

sed minister officiates, and at a place to be ap-

pointed by the vestry ; the judges shall appoint

a clerk occasionally for such examinations.

XXX. Complaints against a minister shall be

received from the vestry of the parish where the

minister officiates, and from no other person or

persons whatsoever ; they shall be signed by a

majority of a vestry, without which no com-

plaint shall be received ; they shall be directed

to a bishop, or to the persons who may be ap-

pointed by the Convention with authority to

receive such complaints, and to direct courts of

examination ; in every complaint, the offence or

offences shall be stated, and the minister shall

be furnished with a copy of the charges brought

against him, and with notice o( his intended e.x-

amination, at least one month before the ex-

amination ; viva voce evidence only shall be ad-

mitted, and that on oath, and counsel may be

employed on both sides.

XXXI. Disorderly, scandalous, and immoral

conduct, neglect of duty, a disregard to the

rules and canons of the church, or taking a

bribe to recommend either for ordination or a

parish, are to be considered as among the offences

for which a minister may be brought to trial.

XXXII. The bishop, or persons vested with

authority for this purpose, shall, on receiving a

complaint against any minister, immediately in-

stitute a court, as before described, to examine

into the complaint, and shall take care that the

ministers and vestrymen who are to compose

the court shall be informed in time. The

bishop, or persons so vested with authority, shall

cite the accused person before the appointed

court, which shall (unless the accused person is

prevented from attending by sickness) proceed

to examine the testimony against the offender,

and take the depositions of the witnesses.

XXXIII. Deacons behaving in a scandalous,

disorderly, or immoral manner, or who neglect

the duty they have undertaken, shall, on full

and satisfactory proof, be suspended or silenced

by the bishop until the sense of the Convention

shall be known. And the salary accruing during

the suspension of a minister or deacon, who is

afterward found guilty, shall go to the vestry for

the use of the church.

XXXIV. Bishops shall visit the different

parishes under their inspection once in three

years at least ; of which visitation the clergy

or church-wardens shall have timely notice ;
in

their visitation, they shall confirm such as choose

to receive confirmation ; they shall inspect the

state of the parishes, and the conduct of the

clergy, who shall give them what information

they can respecting such ecclesiastical matters

as they may choose to be informed of.

XXXV. Bishops shall hold ordinations at such

times and places as they may judge necessary

and convenient.

XXXVI. Bishops, after every visitation, shall

report the state of the church in the different

parishes to the Convention.
XXXVII. No minister or bishop shall be

allowed to hold more than one parish at the

same time. Nevertheless, a minister may, if

called thereto by the vestry, preach in a neigh-

bouring parish or parishes during a vacancy in

such parish or parishes, and may receive a com-
pensation for his services, provided he has the

consent of his own vestry, and shall not neglect

the duties of his parish.

XXXVIII. Every minister shall reside within

his parish, unless a majority of his vestry shall

agree to dispense with his residence, and shall

at no time leave it for more than one month
without the consent of the said vestry.

XXXIX. Ministers shall, at their churches

and other convenient places, instruct children,

and such ignorant persons as may require it, in

their catechism, and the principles of the Chris-

tian religion as maintained by this church : Pro-

vided this duty may be dispensed with during

the inclement winter months. They shall also

explain the nature of confirmation, and instruct

and prepare their parishioners for it.

XL. Ministers and deacons shall wear a sur-

plice during the time of prayer at public wor-

ship, in places where they are provided ; shall

wear gowns when they preach, where they con-

venien;ly can ; and shall at all times wear ap-

parel suited to the gravity of their profession.

XLI. Ministers and deacons may encourage

people to assemble together in small societies

at convenient times for their edification, and

may visit, superintend, and instruct such socie-

ties at their meetings ;
provided they shall not

do it to the encouragement of idleness, or to

the injury of private families.

XLII. Ministers officiating in this church,

whether bishops, priests, or deacons, shall preach

once at least on every Lord's day, and at other

stated seasons, unless prevented by some suffi-

cient cause ; they may at their discretion preach

also at other times, when opportunities shall

offer of edifying the church ; bishops and priests

shall administer the sacrament at least four times

in the year, at each church or place of worship

in their respective parishes, and shall visit the

sick when called on for that purpose.

CONVENTION OF 1788.

The hope was at one time entertained that a copy could be procured of the proceedings of

every Convention which has been held in Virginia, and no pains have been spared on the part of

the author of this work to obtain such copies. In some few instances, however, his efforts have

been fruitless ; and he has been led to doubt whether any record of two or three of the earher

Conventions is now in existence. He has never seen or heard of a copy of the proceedings of

the Convention of 1788.



CONVENTION OF 1789.

Journal of a Convention of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the State of Virginia, held in the

City of Richmond, from May 6 to May 9, 1 789.

A List of the Members of the Convention.

Counties.

Amherst,
Caroline,

Charles City,

Chestei field,

Cumberland,
Elizabeth City,

Goochland,

Hanover,

Henrico,

Lancaster,

Luiionburg,

Middlesex,

Norfolk,

New-Kent,
Northumberland,

Powhatan,

Prince George,

Spotsylvania,

Surry,

Williamsburg,

York,

Parishes.

Lexington,

St. Margaret,

Wesiover,
Manchfster,

Littleton,

Elizabeth City,

St. James Northam,
( St. Paul,

\ St. Martin,

Henrico,

Christ Church,
Cumberland,
Christ Church,
Elizabeth river,

St Peter,

Wicomico,

j King William,

( Southam,
Bristol,

(St. George,

( Berkeley,

Southwark,
Bruion,

York-Hampton,

Clergymen.

William Cameron.

Elkanah Talley.

Peter Nelson.

John Buchanan.
David Ball.

Alexander Whitehead.
Benjamin Blagrove.

John Cameron

Hugh C. Boggs.

John Bracken.

Lay Deputies.

Josiah Ellis.

Thomas Rootes.

Charles Carter.

David Patterson.

Mayo Carrington.

Wilson Miles Cary.

Thomas Underwood.
John Pendleton.

William Foushee.
Martin Sherman.
Henry Stokes.

Philip L. Grymes.
John Boush.
William H. Macon
Onesipborus Harvey.

( Thomas Harris.

\ John Harris.

Edward Carrington.

William Robertson.

Francis Thornton, jun.

William Allen.

Robert Andrews.
Abraham Archer.

Wednesday, May 6, 1789.

The Convention met, and there not being a

sufficient number of members to proceed to busi-

ness, adjourned until to-morrow at 10 o'clock.

Thursday, May 7.

The Convention having met, according to ad-

journment, the Rev. John Bracken was unani-

mously elected President of the Convention.

Mr. Robert Andrews was unanimously ap-

pointed Secretary.

Ordered, That a committee be appointed to

examine and report the certificates of appoint-

ment of the silting members : And a commit-

tee was appointed of the Rev. Mr. J. Cameron,

Rev. Mr. Buchanan, Mr. Underwood, and Dr.

Foushee.
Resolved, That this Convention will observe

in their proceedings the sinnding rules of the

House of Delegates, so far as they may be ap-

plicable.

A letter from the Rev. David Griflfith, D. D..

addressed to the President of the Convention,

and relinquishing the appointment of bishop

elect of the Protestant Episcopal Church in this

slate ; also, a letter from the Rev. Mr. Emmer-
son, addressed to the president, and containing

a report of the state of the Protestant Episco-

pal Church in the district of which he is the

visiter, were read, and ordered to lie on the

table.

Mr. Andrews, of the standing committee, re-

ported sundry proceedings of the said commit-

tee, accompanied with letters and papers, which

were read and ordered to be refeired to a com-
mittee of the whole Convention on the state of

the Protestant Episcopal Church within this

Commonwealth.
On motion, Resolved, That the Convention

adjourn until noon.

Thursday, May 7, at 12 o'clock.—The Con-
vention having met, according to adjournment,

the Rev. Mr. J. Cameron, from the committee
appointed to examine and report the certificates

of appointment of the sitting members, re-

ported, That the committee had, according to or-

der, examined the same, and had come to a res-

olution thereon, which was read, and agreed to

by the Convention, as followeth ;

—

Resolved, That it is the opinion of this com-
mittee, that the certificates of appointment from

the parishes of King William, Southam, Hen-
rico, Manchester, St. James Northam, St. Paul,

St. Martin, Westover, Christ Church, in Middle-

sex county, St. Margaret, Bristol, Wicomico,
Christ Church, in Lancaster county, Littleton,

St. Peter, Elizabeth City, Bruton, Berkeley,

and Southwark, are satisfactory.

The Rev. J. Cameron farther reported from
the said committee, That they had found in the

return from the parish of St. George, Spotsyl-

vania county, the Rev. Mr. Thomas Thornton,
Mr. John Legg, and Mr. Francis Thornton, jun.,

or any two of them, a[)pointed deputies to this

Convention : And also that from the parish of

Elizabeth river and county of Norfolk there

were two returns ; viz., one appointing the Rev.

Mr. Whitehead and Mr. John Boush, which
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was certified by William Ingram, church-war-

den ; the other appointing Mr. John Calvert, as

a layman, which was certified by John Seymour,
clerk of the vestry.

On motion, Ordered, That the report, so far

as it relates to the return from the parish of

St. George, Spotsylvania county, be recommit-

ted : And that the clause relatmg to the returns

from Elizabeth river parish, Norfolk, county,

be referred to a committee of the whole Con-
vention.

Mr. Abraham Archer having produced satis-

factory evidence of his appointment to repre-

sent the parish of York- Hampton as a lay dep-

uty in this Convention, was admitted to his

seat.

The Convention resolved itself into a com-
mittee of the whole Convention, to take into

consideration the returns from the parish of Eliz-

abeth river, Norfolk county ; and after some
time spent therein, Mr. President resumed the

chair, and Mr. E. Carrington reported. That the

committee had, according to order, taken the

said returns under their consideration, and had

come to several resolutions thereon, which were
read, amended, and agreed to, as followeth :

—

Resolved, That it is the opinion of this com-
mittee that all appointments of trustees of par-

ish property prior to the ordinance of the last

Convention for the appointment of vestries and
trustees, where subsequent appointments have
taken place agreeably to the regulations and di-

rections of the said ordinance, are null and void.

Resolved, That it is the opinion of this com-
mittee that Paul Loyall, Thomas Matthews,
Paul Proby, William Ingram, Alexander Mose-
ly, George Kelly, John Boush, Matthew God-
frey, Robert Taylor, Robert Boush, Thomas
Newton, jun., and Edward Archer, are duly

elected vestrymen and trustees of the Protest-

ant Episcopal Church for the parish of Eliza-

beth river, Norfolk county, agreeably to an or-

dinance regulating the appointment of vestries

and trustees, and for other purposes.

Resolved, That it is the opinion of this com-
mittee that the Rev. Alexander Whitehead and
Mr. John Boush are legal deputies to represent

the parish of Elizabeth river, Norfolk county,

in this Convention.

Resolved, That it is the opinion of this com-
mittee that Mr. John Calvert is not legally ap-

pointed a deputy to represent the parish of Eliz-

abeth river, Norfolk county, in^ this Conven-
tion.

Ordered, That the treasurer be requested to

lay his accounts before the Convention to-mor-

row.

And then the Convention adjourned until to-

morrow morning, 10 o'clock.

Friday, May 8.

Mr. Josiah Ellis, lay deputy from Lexington
parish, Amherst county, and Henry Stokes, lay

deputy from the parish of Cumberland, Lunen-
burg county, produced their certificates of ap-

pointment, and were admitted to their seats.

The treasurer, according to order, laid his

accounts before the Conventioa

Ordered, That they be referred to a commit-
tee : And a committee was appointed of the Rev.
Mr. J. Cameron, Mr. Underwood, Rev. Mr.
Tally, and Mr. Boush.

1 he Rev. Mr. Cameron, from the committee
to whom the return from the parish of St.

George, Spotsylvania county, was re-commit-

ted, reported. That the committee had, according

to order, had the same under their consideration,

and had come to a resolution thereon, which
was read and agreed to, as followeth :

—

Resolved, That it is the opinion of this com-
mittee, that as Mr. John Legg, one of the lay

deputies mentioned in the said return, has vol-

untarily withdrawn himself, the return should be
amended by striking out his name.

On the motion of Mr. Andrews,
Ordered, That leave he given to bring in an or-

dinance to amend the ordinance for regulating

the appointment of vestries and trustee.s, Hnd for

other purposes : And Mr. Andrews, Mr. Cary,

Mr. Buchanan, and Mr. Whitehead, were ap-

pointed a committee to prepare the same.

On motion. Resolved, That the present mem-
bers of the standing committee be continued
and remain in office until the end of the next

session of Convention, and that Edmund Ran-
dolph, of the city of Williamsburg, be added
thereto.

The Convention adjourned until 1 o'clock

P. M.
Fridav, May 8, 1 o'clock P. M.—The Con-

vention having met, according to adjournment,
the Rev. Mr. Cameron, from the committee ap-

pointed to examine the treasurer's accounts,

reported That they had, according to order, ex-

amined the same, had found them fairly stated,

and that there was in his hands the sum of

107/. 8s. ; of which the sum of 28/. 17*. \0^d.

was paid him to enable the bishop to obtain con-

secration, and that the balance, being 78/. IOa'.

H(Z , is for the general support o( the church.

Mr. Andrews, from the committee appointed

to prepare an ordinance to amend the ordinance

for regulating the appointiinnt of vestries and
trustees, and for other piirpox-s, reported. That
the committee had, according to order, prepared

the same. The ordinance was received, read

three times, and passed, as followeth :

—

An Ordinance to amend an Ordinance, entitled

" An Ordinance for regulating the appoint-

ment of Vestries and Trustees, and far other

purposes. ^^

Be it ordained by the clergy and lay deputies

of the Protestant Episcopal Church, in Conven-
vention, that in case of the neglect or refusal

of any minister of a parish to call a meeting of

the vestry, when required to do so by two or

more vestrymen, the church-wardens, or church-

warden, if but one within the parish, or any two
vestrymen, if there be no church-warden, may
call a meeting.

Resolved, That Mr. Thomas Griflin Peachy
be appointed a member of the third district in

the room of Mr. John Banister, deceased.

Resolved, That the deputies appointed to at-

tend the next General Convention of the Prot-
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estant Episcopal Church, be desired to notify

to the General Convention that the Rev. Dr.

Griffin, biahop elect of the said church in this

state, has relinquished the said appointment,

and that no person has been elected in his

room.
Resolved, That 150 copies of the Journal of

this Convention be printed under the inspection

of the Rev. Mr. Buchanan, and that the ordi-

nance for regulating the ajjpointment of vestries

and trustees, and foi other purposes, and the

canons passed by the last Convention, be an-

nexed.

Resolved, That the standing committee be re-

quested to frame an address to the members of

the Protestant Episcopal Church, to hasten and
forward the necessary contributions from their

respective parishes, for defraying the expenses
of the consecration of a bishop for the said

church in this state, and that the same be

printed at the end of the journal of this Con-
vention.

Resolved, That the Rev. Mr. John Cameron
be appointed visiter of the 7th district in the

room of the Rev. Mr. Burgess, who has re-

moved out of the said district.

Resolved, That the Rev. Mr. Boggs be ap-

pointed a member of the committee of the 2d
or middle district of recommendation, in the

room of the Rev. Mr. Taylor, who has removed
out of the said district.

Resolved, That the next Convention be open-
ed with a sermon, and that the Rev. Mr. John
Cameron be requested to preach the same.

Resolved, That the next Convention be called

to meet in the city of Richmond.
The Convention then adjourned.

John Bracken, President,

Robert Andrews, Secretary.

Address of the Standing Committee to the mem-
bers of the Protestant Episcopal Church.

Brethren,—Convinced that the God whom we
worship hath furnished us, if we be not wanting
to ourselves, with ample means for the preser-

vation of that church of which we profess to

be members ; satisfied also that it claims a foun-
dation the most truly apostolic, and that the
proper support of it involves our dearest inter-

ests, both temporal and eternal ; it is with the
sincerest regret that we contemplate the situa-

tion to which it is now reduced. We trust that

you have also viewed with sorrow a situation so
humiliating to a Christian society ; and we ar-

dently hope that, not unmindful of the blessings
which the bountiful hand of Providence hath so
liberally bestowed onus, in common with other
Christian societies, you now feel yourselves con-
scientiously bound to improve, with gratitude

and industry, those means which may tend to
promote the prosperity of our church, and thus
render the most pure and rational mode of wor-
ship and instruction as extensively beneficial as
possible. Under these impressions, brethren,
we once more call your attention to the duty
of completing the organization of our church.
The superintendence and government of the
episcopal office are indispensably necessary.

Without them our religious concerns, important
as they are in the eyes of every serious mem-
ber—we may add of every worthy citizen, must
rapidly decline. But the attainment of those
benefits which result from the episcopal office,

requires exertions of a pecuniary nature beyond
the abilities of a few individuals. It is not just

nor consistent with the principles of our reli-

gious union, that the generous alone should feel

those burdens which belong to the whole of the

society, and which, if properly distributed, may
be borne with ease. We therefore earnestly

recommend to all the friends of the Protestant

Episcopal Church, that they do cheerfully assist

in raising the sum necessary for defraying the

expenses attendant on the consecration of a
bishop. Arguments the most pressing might
be urged, were they deemed necessary, to in-

duce a ready compliance with this recommenda-
tion. But we hope, that as you regard the in-

terests of religion, and of that church in partic-

ular of which you ere members ; as you esti-

mate the advantages which civil society must re-

ceive from a mode of worship conducted on
principles the most rational ; as you venerate

those instructions which so nearly concern your
temporal and eternal happiness ; and as you
would with a parental tenderness cherish the

best means of improving the morals of the ri-

sing generation, no one will, on this occasion,

refrain from casting his mite into the common
treasury. Let it, we exhort you, brethren, be
no longer said that we, of all Christian societies,

are alone inattentive to our religious concerns.

It is time to awake from an inattention which,

if continued, must prove fatal to the Protestant

Episcopal Church.
We do not think it necessary to point out the

particular mode in which the contributions may
be collected ; but suggest it to the consideration

of the several ministers how far this end may
be facilitated by their preaching occasional ser-

mons at their respective churches, and in those

of such vacant parishes as may be convenient.

That the divine wisdom may influence and di-

rect your exertions, at this important crisis of

our church, is the fervent prayer of your affec-

tionate brethren in Christ.

*»* Note that the cotitributions are to be for-

warded to the Rev. Mr. Buchanan, of the city

of Richmond.
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Journal of a Convention of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the State of Virginia, held in the

Capitol in the City of Richmond, from May blh to May 8lh, 1790.

A Listof the Members of the Convention.

Counties.

Accomack,
Amelia,

Amherst,
Amherst,
Albemarle,

Charles City,

Chesterfield,

Chesterfield,

Cumberland,
Caroline,

Dinwiddie,

Elizabeth City,

Frederick,

Goochland,

Halifax,

Hanover,
Henrico,

Hanover,
James City,

James City,

King and Queen,

King William,

Lancaster,

Lunenburg,
Norfolk,

Northampton,
Northumberland,
Northumberland,
Nottoway,
Orange,

Prince George,
Princess Anne,
Powhatan,
Prince George,
Suffolk,

Surry,

Spotsylvania,

Southampton,
York,

Parishes.

St. George,
Rawleigh,

Amherst,
Lexington,

Fredericksville,

Westover,

Dale,

Manchester,
Lyttleton,

St. Margaret,

Bath,

Elizabeth City,

Frederick,

St. J. Northam,
Antrim,

St. Martin,

Henrico,

St. Paul,

Bruton,

James City,

St. Stephen,

St. David,

Christ Church,

Cumberland,
Elizabeth River,

Hungars,

St. Stephen,

Wicomico,
Nottoway,
St. Thomas,
Bristol,

Lynnhaven,
King William,

Mar. Brandon,

Suffolk,

Southwark,
Berkeley,

St. Luke,

York Hampton,

Clergymen.
William Vere.

Isaac Darneille.

Charles Crawford.

James Henderson.
Needlet Robinson.

William Cameron.
Elkanah Talley.

Devereaux Jarratt.

Alexander Balmain.

Charles Hopkins.

Peter Nelson.

John Buchanan.

John Bracken.

James Madison.

Reuben Clopton.

David Ball.

James Craig.

James Whitehead.

S. S. M'Croskey.

Thomas Davis.

John Cameron.
Anthony Walke.

John J. Spooner.

James Taylor.

Samuel Butler.

Hugh C. Boggs.

Samuel Shield.

Lay Deputies.

John Royall.

Francis Walker.
Charles Carter.

David Patterson.

Mayo Carririgton.

Anthony New.

George Wray.
James Wood.
Archibald Brice.

J. Coleman, E. Ragland.

WiUiam Fontaine.

William Foushee.

T. White, W. Norvell.

Robert Andrews.
John Ambler.
Thomas Hill.

Nathaniel Burwell.

James Ball.

Edward Ragsdale.

William White.

Isaac Avery.

Isaac Besye.

W. and F. Fitzgerald.

T. Barber and J. Daniel.

James Campbell.

John and Thomas Harris.

Edward Bland.

Michael King.

John Rogers.

Wednesday, May 5th, 1790.

A SUFFICIENT number of clergymen and lay

deputies to form a Convention having met, ac-

cording to appointment,

The Rev. James Madison, D. D., was unani-

mously elected President.

The Rev. Thomas Davis was unanimously ap-

pointed Secretary.

Ordered, That a committee be appointed to

examine and report to the Convention the cer-

tificates of appointment of the sitting members,

and a commiilee was appointed of the Rev.

John Bracken, the Rev. John Cameron, Hon.

James Wood, and Mr. Walker.

Resolved, That this Convention will observe

in their proceedings the standing rules of the

House of Delegates, as far as they may be ap-

plicable.

The Rev. Mr. Bracken reported a journal of

the General Convention held in the city of Phil-

adelphia, from July 28th to the 8th of August,

and continued by adjournment from Sept. 30th

to the 10th of October, 1789, which was read

and ordered to lie on the table.

The Convention then adjourned till 2 o'clock.

The Convention having met, according to ad-

journment,

The Rev. John Bracken, from the committee

appointed to examine the certificates of appoint-

ment of the sitting members, reported, That the

committee had, according to order, examined the

same, and found the certificates from the fol-

lowing parishes to be made agreeably to the

canons, viz., St. George, &c. ;* they also found

a double return from Elizabeth river parish, ap-

pointing different deputies, and each return

signed by different persons, slyUng themselves

church-wardens.

Ordered, That so much of the aforesaid re-

* As in the list prefixed to this journal, except-

ing Elizabeth river parish.
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port as relates to the double return from Eliza-

beth river parish be recommitted to the smiie

com.nittee, au(i that the Rev. S. S. M'Croskey,

the Rev. Anthony Walke, the rlev. Tnomas

Davis, Mr. VVray, Mr. Avery, and Mr. Barber,

be added thereto.

The Convention adjournrid till to-morrow, 9

o'clock.

Thursday, May 6.

The Convention liaving met, the Rev. J.

Bracken read prayers, and a sermon was deliv-

ered by the Rev. John Cameron.

Ordered, On motion of Mr. Avery, that the

thanks of this Convention be presented to the

Rev. J. Cameron, for his judicious, affectionate,

and seasonable discourse delivered, and that he

be requested to prepare a copy for the press.

The Rev. J Bracken, from the committee ap-

pointed to examine the double return of certifi-

cates from Ehzabeth river parish, reported. That

they had, according to order, examined and consid-

ered the business to ihein referred, and had come

to some resolutions thereon, which were read,

and, when amended, agreed to, as follows :

—

Resolved, That it is the opinion of this Con-

vention, that the Rev. Mr. Wm. Whitehead

and Mr. W. White are legal deputies to repre-

sent the parish of Elizabeth river, Norfolk

county, in this Convention.

Resolved, That it is the opinion of this Con-

vention, that the Rev. William Bland is not

legally appomted a lay deputy for Elizabeth river

parish in this Convention.

A journal of the proceedings of the standing

committee, with some other papers respecting

the rights of the Protestant Episcopal Church,

were presented by Mr. Andrews, and read.

Ordered, That they be referred to a commit-

tee of the whole Convention on the state of the

Protestant Episcopal Church.

Resolved, That this Convention will to-mor-

row resolve itself into a committee of the whole

Convention on the state of the Protestant Epis-

copal Church.

On motion, Resolved, That this Convention

will to-morrow proceed to the nomination of a

bishop of the Protestant Episcopal Church in

Virginia.

On motion. Resolved, That a committee be

appointed to amend the canons which respect

the trial of ofVending clergymen.

And a committee was appointed of the Rev.

S. Shield, the Rev. J. (y.imeron, the Rev. S. S.

M'Croskey, the Rev. Mr. Jarratt, ihe Rev. Mr.

Craig, Messrs. R. Andrews, M. Carringlon, A.

New, Ja. Avery, and J. Campbell.

On motion, Ordered. Th^it leave be given to

bring in an ordinance to amend the ordmance

for the appointment of vestrymen and trustees,

and for other purposes, and that the committee

appointed to revise and amend cerLiin canons

do prepare and bring in the same.

The Convention adjourned till to-morrow

morning, 9 o'clock.

Friday, May 7.

The Convention, according to the order of the

day, proceeded by ballot to the noimnalion of a

bishop of the Protestant Episcopal Church in

this state ; and the Rev. Mr. Craig, the Rev.

Mr. Cameron, Mr. New, ana Mr. Andrews, were

appointed a committee to examine the ba.lois :

who, havino- withdrawn and examined the same,

reported, That they found the numbers for the

persons balloted for to be as followelh :

—

For the Rev. James Madison, 46 ; Rev.

Samuel Shield, 9.

And it appearing from the report that a ma-

jority of the whole Convention was in favour of

the Rev. James Madison,

Resolved, therefore. That the Rev. James

Madison, D. D., be recommended as a proper

person to be consecrated bishop of the Protest-

ant Episcopal Church in the State of Virginia.

Ordered, That the Rev. Alexander Balmain

be appointed visiter for District No. 12, including

the counties of Frederick, Berkeley, Hampshire,

and Hardv.

That the Rev. Thomas Davis be appointed

visiter for District No. 6, including the counties

of Lancaster, Northumberland, Richmond, and

Westmoreland.
That the Rev. Elkanah Talley be appointed

visiter for District No. I, in the room of the

Rev. J. H. Saunders, who is discontinued.

That the Rev. Abner Waugh be appointed

visiter of District No. 15, including the coun-

ties of HSfftver and Caroline, in the room of

the Rev. Mr. Dick, who hath resigned.

That the Rev. Jesse Carter be appointed

visiter of District No. 16, including the counties

of Essex, King W'illiam, and King and Queen,

in the room of the Rev. H. Skyring, who hath

removed out of that district.

On motion, Resolved, That the members of

this Convention do advance for their respective

parishes two dollars, to be applied to the general

purposes of the Convention.

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to

examine the treasurer's accounts, and make

report thereof ; and a committee was appointed

of Mr. R. Andrews, Mr. Walker, the Rev. J.

Cameron, and the Rev. Mr. Walke.

Resolved, on the motion of the Rev. J. Cam-
eron, That this Convention do recommend it to

the bishop, to whom Mr. Stephen Johnson, a

candidate for holy orders, shall apply for ordina-

tion, to dispense with, in the examination of the

said Johnson, that knowledge of the Greek and

Latin languages which is required by the sev-

enth general canon of the Protestant Episcopal

Church m the United Stales of .America.

Ordered, That the Rev. Devereaux Jarratt

have leave of absence for the remainder of ihis

Convention.

The Convention, according to the order of

the day, resolved itself into a committee of the

whole Convention on the state of the Protest-

ant Eprscopal Church ; and, after some time

spent therein, Mr. President resumed the chair,

and the Rev. S. Sh eld reported. That the said

committee had, according to order, taken under

consideration the business to them referred, and

had come to several resolutions thereon, which

were read and agreed to as follows:—
Resolved, That it is the opinion of this Con-
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venfion, that the Protestant Episcopal Church

is the cxchisive owner of the jjlebes, churches,

and other property held by the Church ol Eng-

land in Virginia, at the commencement ol" the

revolution.

Resolved, That the principles upon which the

said property is held, are those only by which

the rights of property are regulated

Resolved, That the interference of the legis-

lature in the sale of that property, or in the dis-

posal of it to any other purpose than that for

which it is now held, would be a violation of

the constitution.

Resolved, That the several documents now
referred to the Convention be referred to the

standing committee : And thatthey be instructed

to adopt such measures, and to make such pub-

lications or representations, as to them shall

seem advisable on the premises.

The Convention adjourned until 9 o'clock to-

morrow morning.

Sat0Rday, May 8.

The Convention having met, the Rev. S.

Shield, from the committee appointed to bring in

an ordinance to amend the ordinance for the

appointment of vestries and trustees, and for

other purposes, reported. That they had, ac-

cording to order, prepared the same, which was
read, and ordered to be read a second time.

The Rev. Mr. Shield, from the same committee,

reported. That they had, according to order, had

the canons respecting the trial of offending

clergymen under consideration, and had prepared

some new canons relative thereto, which were
read, and ordered to be read a second lime.

Mr. Andrews, from the committee appointed

to e.xamine the treasurer's account, reported,

That the committee had, according to order, e.\-

amined the same, and found them justly and

fairly stated, and that the balance in his hands

for general purposes is 30/. 17s. 6rf. That the

committee, however, thought it their duly to

observe, that the treasurer had advanced to the

deputies who went to the last General Conven-

tion 15/. 2s. li(i. more than was directed by the

resolution of the last Convention : That they

had farther found that the said deputies have

still a claim on account of their expenses for

the following balances, viz. :

—

The Rev. John Bracken, for a balance of 7/.

8s. ; Mr. Robert Andrews, for a balance of 71.

9s. \Oid.

That the committee had also found in the

hands of the treasurer a balance of 126/. lis.

lOirf. due to the bishop's fund : Whereupon the

Convention came to a resolution that the treas-

urer's account do pass ; and that he pay to the

Rev. Mr. Bracken and Mr. Andrews the bal-

ances reported to be due to them.

It appearing that the Rev. Mr. Buchanan had
dechncd receiving any compensation for his ser-

vices as treasurer of the Convention for the last

year,

On motion. Resolved, That the thanks of this

Convention be given to the Rev. Mr. Buchanan
for his faithful and disinterested discharge of the

duties of the office of treasurer.

On motion of Mr. "Walker, Resolved, That the

thanks of this Convention be given to tlie Rev.

Dr. James Madison, for his Vdluable f.'^say read

before the Convention, containing a defence

of certain rights of the Protestant Episcopal

Church.
On motion of the Rev. John Bracken, Or-

dered, That the treasurer of this Convention ad-

vance to the Rev. Dr. James Madison such a

sum of money as may be directed by the stand-

ing committee, for the purpose of defraying his

expenses in obtaining consecration, provided

such sum does not exceed 200/. ; and that it he

advanced out of the money in the bishop's

fund.

On motion. Resolved, That deputies be ap-

pointed to attend any General Convention of

the Protestant Episcopal Church which may be

called before the month of May, 1791 : And
the Rev. John Bracken and Mr. Robert An-

drews were accordingly appointed.

On motion of Mr. Campbell, Resolved, That

the deputies to the next General Convention be

instructed to endeavour to procure the following

amendment to the 7th general canon, viz., after

"required," in the 5th line, to insert, "and can

also satisfy the bishop that he hath a competent

knowledge of moral philosophy, church history,

and the belles lettres, and hath paid particular

attention to acquire rhetoric and pulpit elo-

quence, as the means of giving additional effi-

cacy to his labours."

On motion. Resolved, That the parish trus-

tees be desired to transmit to the Rev. Mr.

Buchanan, of the city of Richmond, to be laid be-

fore the next Convention, an account of the

property of the church, both real and personal,

within their respective parishes, with a slate of

the condition and supposed value of their glebes.

Resolved, That a register of the mmistetsof

the Protestant Episcopal Church, who hold

parishes within this slate, and also of assistant

ministers, be kept by the Secretary of the Con-

vention ; and that for this purpose, the vestries

be desired to certiiy to the Rev. Mr. Buchanan

the names of the ministers who hold their re-

spective parishes, and of the assistant min-

isters.

On motion of Mr. Andrews, Resolved, That

the trustees of the parish of Bruton have the

consent of this Convention to sf II the glebe of

the said parit^h, provided ii shall be the opiiuon

of the trustees that it can be done with ad-

vantage to the Protestant Episcopal Church.

Ordered, That a standing committee be ap-

pointed, to continue in office until the end of

the next session of Convention, and that their

powers be the same as those vested in the former

standing committees. A standing coaiinittee

was accordingly appointed, ol the Rev. James

Madison, Rev. John Bracken, Rev. Samuel

Shield, Hon. John Blair, Robert Andrews, Esq.,

Hon. Edmund Randolph, Hon. Joseph Prentis,

and Rev. Henry Skyring.

Resolved, That the said committee be re-

quested to frame standing rules for regulating

the proceedings of Conventions, and to report

the same to the next Convention.
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Ordered, That 200 copies of the Journal of

this Convention be printed, under the inspection

of the Rev. Mr. Buchanan ; and that the or-

dinances and canons of the Protestant Episcopal

Church in this slate which shall be in force at

the end of this session, together with the Gen-
eral Constitution and canons framed by the late

General Convention, be annexed to thejournal.

An ordinance to amend an ordinance, entitled

" An ordmance for regulating the appointment

of vestries and trustees, and for other purposes,"

was read the second time, and ordered to be

read a third time.

Resolved, That it be recommended to the

several parishes within this commonwealth, to

send the sum of twelve dollars to the Rev. Mr.
Buchanan, treasurer, on or before the first

Tuesday of May ne.xt ; to be applied by the

Convention to the general purposes of the Prot-

estant Episcopal Church in this state.

An ordinance to amend the ordinance for the

appointment of vestries and trustees, and for

other purposes, was read the third time.

Resolved, That the ordinance do pass ; and
that the title be, " An ordinance to amend farther

the ordinance entitled An ordinance for regu-

lating the afpointment of vestries and trustees,

and for other purposes.''*

The reported canons respecting the trial of of-

fending clergymen, were read a second time.

Resolved, That they be agreed to ; and that

they be numbered as the 28th and 29th canons, t

Resolved, That the former 28th, 30th, and
32d canons be, and they are hereby, abrogated.

Resolved, That the next Convention be

opened with a sermon, and that the Rev. Thomas
Davis be requested to preach the same.

Resolved, That the next Convention be call-

ed to meet on the first Tuesday in May, 1791,

unless the standing committee shall think it ne-

cessary to call a Convention at an earlier pe-

riod : and that the next Convention meet in the

city of Richmond.
The Convention then adjourned.

James Madison, President.

Thomas Davis, Secretary.

APPENDIX.

An Ordinance for regulating the Appointment

of Vestries aiid Trustees, and for other pur-

poses.

Whereas an act of the General Assembly,

which was passed in the year one thousand seven

hundred and eighty-four, entitled, " A.n act for

incorporating the Protestant Episcopal Church,"

hath been repealed by an act of the last session ;

in consequence of which it is supposed that the

several powers of government and discipline in

the said church are returned to the members
at large ; and in order to exercise those pow-

ers, the members of the said church, in their

several parishes, have elected two deputies to

represent them in a Convention to be held in the

city of Richmond, on this sixteenth day of May,

* See Appendix.

t Bee 28th and 29th canena in the Appendix.

one thousand seven hundred and eighty-seven,
with full powers to deliberate upon, form, and
establish such regulations as they should judge
to be necessary and proper for the government,
discipline, and worship of ihe said church, and
the care and direction of the social property ; in
order to effect which purposes, it is judged ne-
cessary that vestries should forthwith be elect-

ed in each parish.

Be it therefore ordained by the deputies so
appointed, and now met in Convention at the
time and place prefixed, That the church-war-
dens and vestrymen in the several parishes
within this commonwealth, who were elected
into oflUce in conformity to an act of the General
Assembly, passed in the year one thousand seven
hundred and eighty-four, entitled, " An act for

incorporating the Protestant Episcopal Church,"
be, and are hereby declared and acknowledged
as trustees for the members of the Protestant

Episcopal Church vmtil a new election shall take
place, and to hold the property, both real and per-

sonal, belonging to the said church, for their use
and benefit, subject to such regulations as shall

be made from time to time by the Convention
of deputies elected by the members of the said

church. And be it further ordained, that as

soon as may be after notice of this ordinance,

the late church-wardens, or any two other repu-

table inhabitants (being members of the Protest-

ant Episcopal Church) in each parish, do call

together, at some convenient time and place, by
notice duly given, all the freeholders and house-

keepers in such parish who are members of the

said church, and contribute to the support

thereof ; then and there to elect twelve of the

most able and discreet men of their society to

be a vestry forsucii parish, and trustees of their

property ; to continue in office until the Mon-
day in Easter-week, in the year one thousand
seven hundred and ninety, and on that day, if

fair, otherwise the next day which is so, there

shall be a new election of vestrymen ; and such
elections shall continue to be made triennially on
Easter-Monday, if fair, or the next fair day,

until the Convention shall otherwise direct ; in-

termediate vacancies occasioned by death, re-

moval, or resignation, to be filled by the remain-

ing vestrymen, and those so chosen to act until

the period of the next general election.

Every vestryman, before he acts in office,

shall subscribe in vestry to be conformable to

the doctrine, discipline, and worship of the Prot-

estant Episcopal Church.
Each vestry, at their first meeting after their

election, shall choose two of their members to

be church-wardens, who shall superintend the

next general election of vestrymen
;
judge of

the qualifications of voters, and certify the

names of the persons chosen. They shall be
considered as the acting part of the vestry, and
shall see that the orders and resolutions of the

vestry be carried into execution.

The vestries respectively, with the minister,

where there is one, shall hold and enjoy all

glebes, lands, churches, books, plate, an'l other

property, now belonging or hereafter accruing ta

the said church, as trustees for the benefit of the
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society, and may improve or demise the lands

during the vacancy of a minister, but may not

demise lands allowed lor llie nniuster's haliita-

tion or use, wluii they have one, without his

consent. They may also use, iiiii)rove, or dis-

pose of all personal property, and the produce,

rents, and profits of lands (not appropriated for

the miiiisier) belonging to the church, for the

benefit of the society, in erecting or repairing

churches, glebe-houses, or otherwibc ; and may
make such rules and orders for managing the

temporal affairs and concerns of the church,

within their respective parishes, as they shall

think most conducive to its interest and pros-

perity, and for carrying into execution such or-

ders and rules for government and discipline, or

other spiritual purposes, as shall be directed by

this or any future Convention. They shall have

the sole power of directing the payment of

money belonging to the church within their re-

spective parishes, and of appointing a clerk,

treasurer, and collector, when they think neces-

sary. All of which proceedings shall be fairly

entered in a book to be kept for that purpose.

A meeting of the body (to be called by the

minister, or if he be absent, or in case of a va-

cancy, by the church-wardens, or by a church-

warden, if but one within the parish, or by any

two vestrymen, if there be no minister or church-

warden) shall be had as often as is necessary,

the minister to have a vote equal to, and not

greater than a vestryman, in all questions ex-

cept for the demise of the glebe-lands assigned

for his residence or use, in which he shall have

a negative. Seven members shall be sufTicient

to constitute a meeting, and all questions shall

be decided by a majority of those present.

Future Conventions shall consist of two depu-

ties from each parish, of whom the minister

shall be one, if there be a minister, the other a

layman, to be annually chosen by the vestry,

who shall also choose another where there is no
minister in the parish : And twenty-five depu-

ties thus qualified and appointed shall be a Con-
vention.

Conventions shall regulate all the religious

concerns of the church, its doctrines, disci|)line,

and worship, and institute such rules and regu-

lations as they may judge necessary for the good
government thereof, and the same revoke and
alter at their pleasure.

An Ordinance to amend the foregoing Ordi-

nance.

Be it ordained by the clergy and lay depu-

ties of the Protestant Episcopal Church, in

Convention, that in case of neglect or refusal of

any minister of a parish to call a meeting of the

vestry, when required to do so by two or more
vestrymen, the church-wardens, or church-

warden, if but one within the parish, or any two
vestrymen, if there be no church-warden, may
call a meeting.

An Ordinance to amend further the Original
Ordinance.

Be it ordained by the clergy and lay defiu-

ties of the Protestant Episcopal Church, m Con-

venlion, that in any parishes which have neglect-

ed to elect vestries and trustees agreeably to

the "Ordinance for regulating the appointment
of vestries and trustees, and for other purpos-

es," or wliich shall hereafter neglect to make
such election, the members of tiie Protestant

Episcopal Church within such parishes may at

any time afterward within six months elect

vestries ?.nd trustees, in the manner directed by
the aforesaid ordinance. And in all cases
where tdections have not been held, or shall not

be held, at the periods fixed by the said ordi-

nance for general elections, the former vestries

and trustees shall continue to act until elections

shall be held as hereby directed ; or, if no elec-

tions shall be held, until a future Convention
shall take some farther order in the matter.

Provided nevertheless. That where any parish

which had failed to elect vestrymen and trus-

tees at the time appointed by the said ordinance
for a general election, hath since elected the

same, such election is hereby declared to be
valid.

II any person elected a vestryman and trus-

tee shall neglect or refuse to attend two suc-

cessive meetings of the body, having had due
notice thereof, he mav be considered as having

vacated his office ; and the remaining vestrymen
and trustees may elect into his place some other

able and discreet man of their society.

In case of the nonattendance of the church-

wardens at an election of vestrymen and trus-

tees in any parish, the minister, or, if he be

absent, or, if there be no minister in the parish,

any two vestrymen, or, if there be no vestrymen
present, any two reputable inhabitants of the

parish who are members of the Protestant Epis-

copal Church, may be appointed to superintend

the election.

No sale of such property as is of the nature

of principal or stofk, belonging to the Protest-

ant Episcopal Church in any parish, shall be
made without the consent of a Convention.

Any ordinance or part of an ordinance which
is contrary to this ordinance, is hereby declared

null and of no effect,

CANONS.

I. Conventions shall be holden annually on
the first \^'ednesday in May, provided neverthe-

less, that if a sufficient number of members to

form a Convention shall not attend on the said

day, any five then assembled shall have power
to adjourn.

II. A person shall preside in Convention with

the name of president, who shall aKvays be a

bishop, when there is one present properly con-

secrated and settled in the church, till which

lime a president shall be appointed by the Con-
vention out of their own body ; if more than

one bishop is found necessary in this church,

they shall preside alternately.

III. A secretary shall he a])poinled by the

Convention, who shall continue in office during

good behaviour, who shall keep a record of

their resolves and proceedings, and have Iho
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records in his custody so king as he shall con^

tinuc in office.

IV. Standing rules shall be established for

the preservation of decorum, and the orderly

management of business.

V. All questions, whether they relate to the

order, government, discipline, doctrine, or wor-

ship of this church, or to any other matter which
is properly before the Convention, shall be de-

termined by a majority of votes.

VI. At all future Conventions, each member
(whether mmister or layman) shall, previous to

his admission, produce a tesimionial of his being

regularly appointed, which testimonial shall be

signed by one or boih of the church-wardens, or

by the clerk of the respective vestries.

VII. All the ordinances and other proceed-

ings of the Convention shall be attested by the

secretary.

Vllr. The clergy of several neighbouring

parishes, not less than three nor more than ten,

shall assemble in presbytery annually on the

second Wednesday in April, at some convenient

place in the district, to be appointed by a major-

ity of the ministers in the same district ; one in

each district shall be appointed by the Conven-

tion to preside at their meetings with the title

of visiter, who shall annually visit each parish in

his district—shall attend to and inspect the

morals and conduct of the clergy—shall see that

the canons and rules of the church are observ-

ed, and that no abuses are practised—shall ad-

monish and reprove privately those clergymen

who are negligent, or act in an unbecoming

manner, and shall report yearly to the bishop, if

there be one, or, if there be no bishop, to the next

Convention, the state of each parish in his dis-

trict, noting down the offenders and their offences.

JX. The clergy who shall minister in this

church shall be the three orders of bishops,

priests, and deacons.

X. Every person hereafter to officiate in this

church as a bishop, shall be nominated by the

Convention ; and having received episcopal con-

secration before he enters on his office, shall

subscribe to conform to the doctrine, discipline,

and worship of the Protestant Episcopal Church

of Virginia ; and no person shall be received into

the church as a bishop until he shall have com-

pleted the thirtieth year of his age.

XI. As we conceive the office of a bishop,

according to the true apostolic institution, dif-

fers in nothing from that of other ministers of

God's word, except in the power of ordination

and confirmation, and the rights of superintend-

jjng the conduct of the clergy, and of precedency

in ecclesiastical assemblies, that office shall be

accordingly so exercised in this church ; and

every bishop, after his promotion to the episco-

pal order, shall continue Lo hold a parish and to

do the duty of a parish minister, excejit when
he is necessarily employed in the discharge of

his episcopal office.

XII. No bishop shall inflict any censure

upon, or exercise any power over, the clergy

under his inspection, other than he is allowed lo

do by the laws and inbtitulioas of this church

made in Ctrnvention.

XIII. No priest or minister shall hereafter

be received into any parish within this common-
wealth, unless he first produce to the vestry suf-

ficient testimonials of his having been regularly

ordained a priest by some Protestant bishop, and
of having taken the oath of allegiance to this

commonwealth, and subscribe to be conformable

to the doctrine, discipline, and worship of the

Protestant Episcopal Church; nor till he shall

have entered into a contract in writing with the

vestry or trustees on behalf of the society v/ithin

such parish, by which it shall be stipulated and
declared that he holds the appointment subject

to removal upon the determinations of the Con-
vention of tlie Protestant Episcopal Church in

this state. Provided, That any person who hath
been ordained by a bishop of the Church of Rome
may also he received as a minister, who shall

produce satisfactory testimonials respecting his

ordination, morals, and conduct, renounce the

errors of that church, take the oath, and sub-

scribe as aforesaid.

XIV. No minister shall hereafter be received

into a parish who does not first produce to the

vestry satisfactory testimonials of his morals,

conduct, and conversation, from the person or

persons appointed by the Convention to inquire

into such matters, and grant such testimonials.

XV. The right of presentation or appointing'

ministers to serve in the parishes shall continue

in the vestries, and each vestry shall choose its

own minister.

XVI. Every person to be ordained priest or

deacon by any bishop of this church, shall pro-

duce testimonials of his good morals and orderly

conduct from the clergy assembled in the dis-

trict where he for some time last resided, and
from the veslry of the parish where he last

lived, provided there be in the district a suffi-

cient number of clergymen to form a presby-

tery ; otherwise a testimonial from the minister

and vestry of his parish, or from the vestry

alone, if the parish is vacant, shall be deemed
sufficient : Provided also, the candidate is not

an inhabitant of some other state, and intended

to minister in some parish or congregation in a

neighbouring state. No person shall be or^

dained until due examination had by the bishop

and two priests.

XVII. No person shall be admitted to priest's

orders until he shall have completed the twenty-

fourth year of his age, and is assured of the

willingness of some parish or congregation to re-

ceive him as their minister, to be certified under
the hands of the church-wardens, and attested

by the clerk of the vestry.

XVIII. Every person who shall be admitted

either to priest's or deacon's orders, shall be or-

dained according to the form prescribed in tho

Book ofCommon Prayer, &c. directed to be used

in this church ; but no person shall be ordained

priest until he has served six months in the of-

fice of deacon.

XIX. No person shall be ordained deacon
until he shall have completed the twenty-first

year of his age.

XX. No person having deacon's orders only

ehall be allowed to hold a parish ; bMt a deacon
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may, during a vacancy, officiate in a parish, if

chosen by the vestry to do so ; he shall preach

the gospel, and baptize ; he may assist in admin-
istering the sacrament of the Lord's Supper, but

not consecrate the elements ; he may sole/nnizc

marriages, and shall attend to the situation and
circumstances of the poor when it may be ne-

cessary.

XXI. A person may be ordained a deacon
though he shall have no assurance of being

called to minister in a parish or congregation,

provided his testimonials and qualifications are

satisfactory.

XXII. A deacon may minister as a proba-

tioner or missionary under the direction of the

Convention or the bishop.

XXIII. The parish clerk shall be appointed

by the minister and vestry, and displaced by

them whenever his services are not satisfactory

to the people, whenever he shall neglect his

duty, or otherwise misbehave himself

XXIV. Se.xtons shall be appointed by the

vestries, and dismissed by them when they think

proper.

XXV. Bishops shall be amenable to the Con-
vention, who shall be a court to try them, from

which there shall be no appeal ; on all such oc-

casions a president, who shall be a bishop, shall

be chosen by the Convention to sit as judge,

and ihey shall also appoint a clerk to the court.

XXVI. All accusations against a bishop, as

such, shall come from the vestries ; but no ac-

cusation against a bishop shall be received un-

less three vestries join in the complaint. All

complaints against a bishop shall be lodged

with such persons as may be appointed to call a

Convention ; and a copy of the charge or charges

to be brought against hun shall be communicated
to him in writing at least two months before the

trial ; counsel may be employed on both sides,

and none but viva voce evidence shall be ad-

mitted.

XXVII. Disorderly, scandalous, and immoral
conduct, neglect of duty, a disregard to the

rules and canons of the church, or taking a bribe

to grant either ordination or a recommendation
for a vacant parish, shall be considered as of-

fences in a bishop, for which he maybe brought

to trial ; and on his being convicted of any of

these, he shall be reproved, suspended, or dis-

missed, at the discretion of the court.

XXVIII. Courts shall be instituted to e.\am-

ine into complaints exhibited against ministers

or deacons, which courts shall be composed of

one clergyman and one vestryman from each
parish of the district in v^'hich the accused min-
ister resides, the parish excepted to which the

minister belongs. The appointment of the ves-

trymen shall be by lot ; and the visiter of the dis-

trict, unless he shall be the accused person,

shall preside as judge ; and in that case, the

oldest clergyman in orders shall be the judge :

Provided nevertheless, That where the number
of settled clergymen in the district shall be less

than two, the visiter shall call for a clergyman
from a neighbouring district ; and, moreover, if,

when the court assembles, tho number of vestry-

men shall be fou;id to exceed the number of clei-

C ?

gymen present, so many vestrymen shall be
withdrawn by lot as shall be necessary to

equalize the number of tlio two orders.

Anv number of membeis, not less than three,

two of whom shall be clergymen, shall be suf-

ficient to constituto a court.

On conviction of a minister, the court shall

proceed to pass sentence ; which shall be none
other than reproof or suspension ; and in all

cases where the olfence shall be thought to de-

serve suspension, the court shall without delay

report the facts and state the evidence to tha

bishop, or, until a bishop shall be consecrated
for the church in this state, to the chairman of

the standing committee, who, with the standing

committee, or three fourths of the same, shall

be, and are hereby constituted and appointed, a

court in the last resort to try the oflbncler ; and
who, if they do not acquit him, shall cither con»
firm the sentence of the examining court, or pass

such other sentence as a majority of them shall

think the offence deserves ; which shall be
either reproof, dismission, or degradation.

XXIX. Complaints against u minister shall

be received from the vestry of the parish where
the minister officiates, and from no other per-

son or persons whatever. They shall be signed

by a majority of a vestry, without which no
complaint shall be received. They shall be
directed to the visiter of the district in which
the accused minister resides, or, where there is

no visiter, or if the visiter be the person accused,

to a member of the [iiresbytery in the said district,

who shall forthwith appoint a convenient time

and place for the trial ; and take care that the

members who are to compose the court shalj

have timely information thereof.

In every complaint, the offence or offences

shall be stated ; and the minister shall be fur-

nished with a copy of the charges brought
against him, and with notice of his intended

trial, at least one month before the trial. Vivd
voce evidence only shall be admitted, and that

upon oath, or the evidence of authenticated

records ; and counsel may be employed ou both

sides.

The visiter, or the person to whom the com-
plaint shall he made, shall cite the accused per-

son before the appointed court ; which shall (un-

less the person accused is prevented from at-

tending by sickness) proceed to the trial, exam-
ine the testimony against the offender, and t^ke

the depositions of the witnesses.

XXX. No vestryman shall sit on the exam-
ination of a minister belonging to the parish

wherein such vestryman resides ; the examina-
tion shall be held in the parish where the ac-

cused minister olficiates, and at a place to be

appointed by the vestry ; the judges shall appoint

a clerk occasionally for such examinations.

XXXI. Disorderly, scandalous, and immoral
conduct, neglect of duty, a disregard to the

rules and canons of the church, or taking a

bribe tp recommend either foj- ordination or a

parish, are to be considered as among the offen-

ces for which a minister may be brought tg trial.

XXXII. Deacons behaving in a scandalous,

disorderly, or immoraj manner, or \yhQ neglect
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the duty they have undertaken, shall, on full and
satisfactory proof, be suspended or silenced by

the bishop until the sense of the Convention
shall be known. And the salary accruing during

the suspension of a minister or deacon, who is

afterward foand guilty, shall go to the vestry

for the use of the church.

XXXIII. Bishops shall visit the different

parishes under their inspection once in three

years at least ; of which visitation the clergy

or church-wardens shall have timely notice ; in

their visitation they shall confirm such as choose
to receive confirmation, they shall inspect the

state of the parishes, and the conduct of the

clergy, who shall give them what information

they can respecting such ecclesiastical matters
as they may choose to be informed of.

XXXIV. Bishops shall hold ordinations at

such times and places as they may judge neces-
sary and convenient.

XXXV. Bishops, after every visitation, shall

report the stale of the church in the different

parishes to the Convention.

XXXVI. No minister or bishop shall be al-

lowed to hold more than one parish at the same
time. Nevertheless, a minister may, if called

thereto by the vestry, preach in a neighbouring
parish or parishes durnig a vacancy in such par-
ish or parishes, and may receive a compensation
for his services, provided he has the conser.t of
his own vestry, and shall not neglect the duties
of his parish.

XXXVII. Every minister shall reside within
his parish, unless a majority of his vestry shall

agree to dispense with his residence, and shall

at no time leave it for more than one month
without the consent of the said vestry.

XXXVIII. Mmisters shall, at their churches
and other convenient places, instruct children,

and such ignorant persons as may require it,

in their catechism, and the principles of the

Christian religion as maintained by this church
;

provided this duty may be dispensed with during

the inclement winter months. They shall also

e.\plain the nature of confirmation, and instruct

and prepare their parishioners for it.

XXXIX. Ministers and deacons shall wear
a surplice during the time of prayer at public

worship, in places where they are provided

;

shall wear gowns when they preach, where they

conveniently can ; and shall at all times wear
apparel suited to the gravity of their profession.

XL. Ministers and deacons may encourage

people to assemble together in small societies

at convenient times fur their edification, and
may visit, superintend, and instruct such socie-

ties at their meetings
;
provided they shall not

do it to the encouragement of idleness, oi to the

injury of private families.

XLI Ministers officiating in this church,

whether bishops, priests, or deacons, shall preach

once at least on every Lord's day, and at other

stated seasons, unless prevented by some suffi-

cient cause ; they may at their discretion preach

also at other times, when opportunities shall

offer of edifying the church ; bishops and priests

shall administer the sacrament at least four

times in the year at each church or place of

worship in their respective parishes, and shall

visit the sick when called on for that purpose.
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St. George (Acco.),

St George, (S|iot.),
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St. Margaret,

St. Mark,
St. Martin,

St. Mary,

St. Paul,

Southam,
Soulhwark,
Suffolk,

Trinity,

Upper Parish )

(Nansemond), )

Westover,
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Clergymen.

James Morris.

Reuben Cloplon.

"William \'ere.

John Woodville.

Charles Hopkins.
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Lay Deputies.

John Hoomes.

Peter Nelson.

Abner Waugh.

Samuel Butler.

James Tavlor.

James Henderson.

On Tuesday, the third of May, in the year of

our Lord one thousand seven hundred and nine-

ty-one, being the day appointed for the meeting

of the Convention of the Protestant Episcopal

Church in the Commonwealth of Virginia, a

sufficient number of members to proceed on bu-

siness being present.

Ordered, That Robert Andrews be appointed

Secretary to the Convention.

The Right Rev. James Madison, D. D., hav-

ing laid before the Convention his letters of con-

secration to the office of bishop of the Prot-

estant Episcopal Church in this Commonwealth,
took his seat as President of the Convention.

Ordered, That a committee of elections be ap-

pointed, to examine the returns of the sitting

members, and to report thereon : And a com-

mittee was appointed of Mr. New, Mr. Craig,

Mr. Page, and Mr. Buchanan.
Ordered, That a committee be appointed to

examine the treasurer's accounts, and to report

thereon : And a committee was appointed of

Mr. New, Mr. Bracken, Mr. Hoomes, and Mr.

Shield.

On motion. Ordered, That a committee be

appointed to revise the canons : And a com-

mittee was appointed of Mr. Shield, Mr. Jar-

ratt, Mr, Whitehead, Mr. Page, and Mr. E.

Carrington.

And then the Convention adjourned till to-

morrow morning, 10 o'clock.

Wednesd.w, May 4.

The Right Rev. the President having, on his

taking the chair this morning, delivered a charge

to the Convention,

Resolved, unanimously, That the thanks of

this Convention be given to the Right Rev. Dr.

Madison for the seasonable, judicious, and affec-

tionate charge delivered them this day, and that

he be requested to furnish a copy of the same

for the purpose of having it published.

An Address to the Convention of the Prnlcslanl

Ejjiscopal Chiirchin Virginia, by the R'. Rr.v.

J. Mddison, D. D., Bishop of the said Church.

Bretuken,—The office to which it hath

Robert Twiford.

Archibald Brice.

Anthony New.
David Jameson.

James Taylor.

( Thomas Tin.sley.

\ John Garland.

Edwd. Carrington.

James A. Bradley.

Mills Godwin,
Charles Yancey.

SArch. Richardson.

John Driver.

Charles Carter.

pleased the church, by the permission of Provi-

dence, to call me, is attended with duties of a

very serious and interesting nature. Would to

God I were capable of discharging them in a

manner equal to that full conviction which I

have of the importance of the trust, or to that

ardent but charitable zeal for the prosperity of

our church, which it shall be my endeavour at

all times to evince. I should then anticipate a

satisfaction from the expected fruits of my la-

bours replete with the highest reward, and esteem

myself happy indeed in being called to an office

which enabled me to be e.Klensively useful in a

cause the most interesting to mankind. But
when I reflect upon my own imperfections ;

when I consider the present situation of our

church ; and further, when I cast my eyes to-

wards the many obstacles to its prosperity which

present themselves on every side, I confess to

you that, struck with the arduous enterprise, I

feel myself for a moment intimidated ; that for

a moment despondency instead of hope, fear of

evils greater than we have yet experienced in-

stead of the consolatory anticipation of better

prospects, take possession of my soul.

It is from you, my brethren, from this re-

spectable assembly, from the strenuous and

zealous support of the many worthy members
of our church, and particularly from the zealous

co-operation of her pastors ; but, above all, it is

from the favour of Heaven itself that 1 derive

hope and animation. Yes, my brethren ; while

I can flatter myself with your zealous co-opera-

tion, while I can behold the ministers of our

church anxious, nay, ardent in the great work

in which we are engaged, so long I will indulge

the pleasing, the animated hope, that Heaveij

will smile upon our labours, that the obstacle?

which now surround us will vanish before our

united e.\crtions, and that religion, pure and spot-

less as she sprung from the Eternal, will once

more regain her blissful empire in the hearts of

men. Let us reflect that difficulties, instead

of depressing, often serve only to call forth new

ardour, even in pursuits that are bounded by this

world. Let us follow the example ;
but with

this dulercnce, that our ardour should rise above
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that of others in pi'oportion to the superior im-

portance of the cause in which we are engaged.

Li such apijHcalion, such zeal, such courage, be

exerted to accoinphsh ends which must still

bear the stamp of mortality, surely an infinitely

greater degree of application, of zeal, and of

courage, may be expected from those who have

in view eternal pursuits and immortal ends.

Encouraged by these considerations, permit

me, in entering upon my episcopacy, to request

your attention to such observations as the pres-

ent occasion seems to require ; and to exhort

you, my reverend brethren in particular, at the

same time admonishing myself, that we should

not only recall to mind the duties of our voca-

tion, but endeavour to reanimate each other, as

bearing the same burden : and since Providence

hath permitted me to be placed in a station

so responsible to God and man, and hath asso-

ciated you with Ine as fellow-labourers in my min-

istry, let us go to the source of our misfortunes,

and try to discover the necessary remedies.

I. Were we then, in the first place, to in-

vestigate the causes which have operated in re-

ducing our church to its present situation, per-

haps we should find that too many of them have

originated from ourselves. The suggestion, I

am well aware, is j)regnant with reflections the

most poignant and alarming. But I do not

think I should discharge my duty in the manner
which my conscience and my inclination dic-

tate, were I not to speak upon this occasion

with all that plainness and freedom which the

importance of the subject demands. I know
that our church is blessed with many truly pious

and zealous pastors
;

pastors from whose ex-

ample the greatest advantage may be derived

by all of us ; but, at the same time, I fear there

is too much reason to apprehend, that the great

dereliction sustained by our church hath arisen

in no small degree from the want of that fervent

Christian zeal which such examples ought more
generally to have inspired. The trials to which

vvc have been exposed^ the reverse of situation

which we have experienced, the coldness and

indiJference of our lay brethren to their most
essential interests, both temporal and eternal,

are considerations, it is true, which seegi to

plead strongly in our excuse. But though our

most fervent zeal might not, and indeed ought

not to have prevented that reverse of situation

in one respect, yet perhajis it has been too much
aggravated by our own conduct. The coldness,

t'ne ind.fl'erence of the laity, of which we so

much complain, from whence hath it arisen !

Hath the sacred fire committed to our trust

been everywhere and at nil times cherished by

us with that watchful and zealous attention

which so holy a deposite required ! Had it been

thus cherished, might not, my brethren, that

ancient (lame, which once animated and en-

lightened the members of our church, still have
dilfuscd its warmth, and thus have banished far

that coldness which threatens an aj)proaching

torpor fatal to religion? or, instead oi indifler-

ence to our church, might wc not now have

beheld many of those members who have for-

aatoQ hoT, stiH ardent and zealous in her sup-

port ] In an inquiry which so nearly concerns
every minister of the church, who shall not be
found wanting!—Great God ! perhaps a want
of zeal in the discharge of my pastoral duties

may have stored up for me, in the dreadful

secrets of thy justice, judgments at which I

ought to tremble ! But I will implore the ex-
tension of thy mercies. I will endeavourj with
thy aid, not only to awaken within mvself a just

sense of my duties, but exert the small portion

of talents which thou hast allotted to me in

impressing deeply upon the minds of all my fel-

low-labourers, " that a holy, fervent zeal, at-

tempered with charity, is the most essential

qualification of a minister of the gospel, and the

first effect of sacerdotal grace."

Be ye then raitwed in the spirit of your mind,
or of your vocation. Recollect, ii.y reverend
brethren, to whom the apostle formerly addressed
this word of exhortation— to ministers of the

gospel, as has been well observed, who exposed
their lives every hour for him who sent them ;

to ministers, peisecuted, reviled, trampled under
foot, yet suHering with joy, and embracing death
as a reward ; to the first preachers of the Chris-

tian religion, among whom were apostles, froph-
ets, evangelists, pastors, and teachers ; to men
whose sanctity and zeal the whole world, with
all its ostentatious philosophy, could not re-

sist. Such were the men to whom the apos'

tie thus earnestly recommended, that they

should renew themselves in the spirit of their

vocation ; men who were still full of that holy

spirit which had lately descended from heaven,

and who, like their master, diffused it from
their plenitude over the people and the nations.

It is this same exhortation which I address to

you, and at ihe same time to myself; to us, who
are respectively called to the ministry, as the

successors of those men, in this latter age ; an
age which would substitute the cold lessons of

a political philosophy for those sublime, those

warm and consolatory ideas, that spring from
religion, and which are no less necessary to

vivily the moral, than the rays which flow from
the sun are to m\ igorate the vegetable world

;

to us, who not only behold those temples dedi-

cated to the living Gou too frequently deserted

by their once warm and zealous friends, but to

us, in whose days, unless those ideas, so prolific

of duty, which our religion enforces, be revived,

licentiousness must triumph, and not only shake

the foundations of civil liberty, but, like a tor-

rent, bursting all the mounds of virtue, must
overwhelm whatever remains of truth, integrity,

and happiness. Let us then be renewed, I en-

treat you, in the spirit of our vocation ; in that

holy, fervent zeal, which should be the distin-

guishing characteristic of every minister of the

gospel.

But how is that zeal, which I now recom-
mend as the most essential qualification of every

minister of the gospel, to be displayed 1 I an-

swer, by the manner in which we shall dis-

charge the ministerial functions, by our coti'

eersution, and bi/ our exampk. Be thou an ex-

ample of the believers, in word, in conversation,

in cliar'Uy, in spirit, in faith, in purity. A law*
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JTul minister of the gospel, in the language of the

apostle, is an amhassador for Chrisl. Such a

character su^^gesls to us, in the first place, the

importance and the dii;nity of our functions, and

at the same time, the fidelity and the zeal with

which they should be performed. But such a

^ninisler is also termed a labourer together n-ith

God for the salvation of souls ; by preaching

the gospel, by the administration of the sacra-

ments, and by all those other functions which

tend to promote and establish virtue and charity

among men, and to keep alive a just sense of

the inestimable benefits of the Christian dis-

pensation. We are also, my brethren, to watch

for the souls of others, as they that are to give

un account. If such be the nature, such the

functions, of our sacred embassy, what minister,

what priest, what bishop is there, who will not,

with pious awe, reflect most seriously upon the

momenlous charge conunilted to him ; and

while he profoundly meditates upon the extent

of his duties, ardently supplicate, at the throne

of grace, the renewal of that fervent zeal, with-

out which the great ends of his ministry can

never be accomplished.

II. Renewed with this holy zeal, we should

turn our attention to ihe principal means which

are offered to us of displaying it ; and of labour-

ing effectually, together with God, for the salva-

tion of souls. The first which presents itself

is pulpit eloquence. Pulpit eloquence, my rev-

erend brethren, is one of those remedies for

which our present misfortunes call aloud ; it is

that ethereal fire which, if properly excited and

conducted, will not fail to restore our enfeebled

church.

Every minister of the gospel will readily

agree, that his first duty is to adapt his dis-

courses to those important purposes for which

he is called to the ministry. As an ambassador

of Christ, he must continue the mission of his

Lord. His discourses must have for their con-

stant aim the salvation of souls ; he must keep

alive a just sense of God, the beneficent Crea-

tor and preserver of the universe ; he must

make known the gospel of Christ, and the man-

,ner of our redemption ; he mtist convince men
of the certainly of a future judgment ; he must

keep their consciences awake to the dangers of

.sin ; he must show that religion is the rock upon

which our happiness, both temporal and eternal,

must be founded ; he must, in short, enforce all

the truths of our religion, in order to jiersxiade

men to be virtuous and good. The pulpit ora-

tor must address the understanding, inform and

enlighten the mind ; he must " reason" of righte-

ousness, temjitrance, and judgment to come, but

he should remember that knowledge without

practice is useless. He must convince in order

to persuade. He must not only prove to men
in what their greatest good consists, but call to

ills aid all the powers of the oratorical art, to

versuade them to love and to pursue that good ;

he must not only give just and clear views of

jeligious truths, but inculcate them in so forci-

ble a manner tlat they shall penetrate the heart

;

-that they shall there make an impression which

no time or circumstances can ever cflace. It is

thus that he will influence the practice of his

hearers ; it is thus that practice will gradually

ripen into habit, and that men will see and ac-

knowledge that happiness is the offspring of

religion.

In whatever point of view we consider this im-

portant part of the ministerial functions, it must

i)c acknowledged, that every sermon should be a

persuasive oration. Let, then, the situation of

the church, and, in particular, the glorious fruits

which spring up at the voice of the persuasive

preacher, excite within us an ardent desire to

render our discourses truly persuasive. To ac-

complish an end so devoutly to be wished, per-

mit me to recommend, with a degree of ear-

nestness which the sincerest anxiety only for the

honour and the prosperity of our church could

call forth, that all the principles of pulpit elo-

quence be most assiduously studied by every

minister of the church ; and that, by reiterated

practice in private, they endeavour to evince

their energy in public. Be persuaded that pul-

pit eloquence is an art, and one of the noblest,

perhaps I may also add, one of the most difficult

of the arts. But, should difficulties appal those

whose profession enioins the attainment of this

art as a sacred duty 1 To attain it, however,

we must first be possessed of all the principles

upon which the art is founded ; we must study

tiiose authors who have most clearly developed

them ; and then we should despise all toil, all

labour, until we are enabled to reduce them to

practice. It is then, my brethren, we shall in

such a manner rcasoti of righteousness, of tem-

perance, and a judgment to come, that every sin-

ner shall tremble, and with new-born fervour ac-

knowledge, thou pcrsuadest me to be a Christian.

What I have taken the liberty to recommend,
appears to be well worthy of the attention of

every pastor ; but to the minister who has just

entered upon the career of his labours, it is cer-

tainly of the utmost importance. If he be anx-

ious, at the eve of a life dedicated to the service

of his God, to enjoy the noble, the grateful ret-

rospect, of having promoted piety among men,
of having rendered them virtuous and happy, by

persuading them to practise those duties which
they owe to themselves, to their fellow-crea-

tures, and to their God, he must be eloquent ; he

must unite the two great characteristics of the

pulpit orator, gravity and warmth. They should

be united, not only in the composition of his

discourses, but also in his manner oi delivering

them. The nature of the subjects ujjon which

he is to speak requires gravili/; but their im-

portance to mankind demands also warmth;
they demand, essentially, that pious, interest-

ing, aff'ecting, penetrating manner, which a cvn-

sciousness of the moinenious truths he delivers

naturally dictates.

I do not pretend that equal eminence is at-

tainable by "every preacher. Each will have a

manner in some respects peculiar to himself,

Every man hath his proper gift of God, one

after this manner, another after that. What is

natural we should preserve ; but we may, by

attention, not only remove adventitious faults,

but greatly improve our proper pfts. For thia
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purpose it has been recommended, occasionally,

to request some person in the congregation,

upoii whose judgment and candour we can rely,

to point out wiiHtever may be defective either

in the management of the voice or in action.

Good sense, and an earnest desire of being a

profitable minister of the church, will soon eti'ect

the desired amendment. But every attempt

towards amendment as a preacher, presupposes

that the inanimate method of reading sermons

is to be abandoned. The best discourse, when
the eyes are continually fixed to the paper, in-

stead of exciting warm affections, will scarcely

engage the attention. Bat, on the otiier hand,

when a sermon has been sutficienlly digested,

and in part committed to memory, it may be

delivered with freedom and spirit ; the preacher

will be at liberty to enforce his words with cor-

respondent looks, and even with a becoming
action ; he will insensibly address every part of

his audience, and thus perceive whether they

comprehend what has been delivered, or whether
he has moved and roused them as he intended

;

he will also, after a short experience, be enabled

to enlarge upon particular heads, as the occa-

sion may require, or to add to his discourse new
observations and reflections, more striking than

might have occurred to hitn at the cool moments
of composition ; he will likewise, by prudent
extemporaneous efforts, counteract those de-

claimers whose popularity depends upon such

a method of speaking ; and as their followers

have the strange credulity to think them pos-

sessed of a supernatural gift, he will enjoy the

reward of undeceiving them, by imitating the

practice of St. Paul upon another occasion

;

what I do, I toill do, that wherein they glory,

they miiy he found ecen as we. The truth is,

we have lost too many members of the church
by the cold method of reading sermons, and by

not preaching in a manner sufficiently evangeli-

cal ; nor shall we either recover them, or pre-

vent a continued diminution of our numbers,
until we accustom ourselves to ritr/are with zeal,

with force, and with spirit, all the counsel of
God. Let it be declared in a manner adapted

to the comprehension of the lowest as well as

of the highest. Let it be our care, as it was
our Saviour's, that the poor have the gospel

preached to them. It is among them that re-

ligion is most cherished; the heavenly blessing

is their chief consolation and support, even in

this world. They stand in most need of reli-

gious instruction ; and therefore every pious min-
ister will consider himself as conscientiously

bound to take the greatest care, that his dis-

courses be not only calculated for that purpose,

but that they may be delivered in a manner
which shall command their attention, and in-

spire an ardent love for piety and virtue ; he
will always remember that he -is a debtor both to

the wise and the nnirise ; he will consider, both
while he is framing and preaching his discourse,

'•whether this be sufficiently adapted to the

capacities, the state of mind, the circumstances,

of the poor ; will this part be clear, that home
enough; a third well guarded against mistakes;

will they return as much better disposed than

they came, as it was in our power to make
them V In short, he will always endeavour that

the icord of God may be still, as it was origi-

nally, powerful, and sharper than any two-edged
sicord.

It will not be inferred, I hope, from what has

been said, that I am an advocate for that man-
ner which is termed theatrical ; on the con-

trary, I consider it as most improper in the

Christian orator, or for those noisy declama-

tions with which Christian congregations are

sometimes addressed. No; such declamations

are as unworthy of comparison with the har-

mony of that eloquence which allures the soul to

heaven, as the noise of cranes with the delight-

ful symjihonies of the organ.

Much also of our attention should be turned

to the manner in which the other parts of divine

service ought to be performed. We boast, and
certainly with the greatest reason, of the excel-

lency of our liturgy. Let us then study to de-

liver it in a manner worthy of such a composi-

tion ; let us study the art of reading _ Let us
study to read distinctly, emphatically, fervently

;

we should no longer behold congregations inat-

tentive ; on the contrary, we should have the

satisfaction of experiencing that the service,

read or delivered with devotion, wiih force, and
propriety, would infuse the spirit of devotion,

and excite an ardent love for so excellent, so

rational a form of public worship.

\^^e complain, and with too much reason, of

the decadence of religion, of the declension of

our church, and of the inefficacy of the minis-

terial labours ; but let her ministers be dis-

tinguished not only for piety and learning, but

for pulpit eloquence and propriety of reading

;

we should soon find that they would be admi-
red, followed, and almost adored.

III. In the next place, let me exhort vou, my
brethren, earnestly to impress upon parents not
only the duty of infant bnptism, but also the

farther duty of having them instructed, as early

as possible, in the principles of Christianity, and
thus prepared for the ancient apostolic rite of

confirmation. I trust the ministers of each
parish will consider the instruction of children,

in the principles and duties of Christianity, as

an important part of their functions, and that,

for this purpose, they will, at regular stated

periods, examine and instruct them in their

catechism, as our church directs. She pru-
dently and wisely extends her maternal arms to

the rising generations at the earliest periods.

Gratitude for tho.^e blessings will be a source
of the strongest attachment at a more advanced
period. So far as the episcopal duties may re-

quire attention, I hope in God they will be
(hscharged with a becoming zeal and fidelity.

It is my present purpose tricnnially to visit each
parish ; and I flatter myself I shall enjoy the
consohng prospect, not only of seeing our con-
gregations revived, and religion everywhere
diffusing its vital hlessings, but also that such
children as are come to years of discretion will

be properly instructed and prepared for the rite

of confirmation.

IV. In the fourth place I must observe, that
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psalmody has been loo much neglected in our

churches. Let us be careful to revive so exalt-

ed ;i part of our public worship, and to render it

not only more perfect, but more general. Let
us endeavour to encourage those schools where-
in that maimer which is most melodious, and at

the same tunc properly adapted to public wor-

ship, may be taught. All the mfimbers of

our religious assemblies will thus be enabled

and induced to join in those solemn acts of

praise and thanksgiving ; or, in making a jmjful
noise to the God of tkcir salvation, and in si/iff-

ing his praise ictth understanding. It has ap-

peared to me, that a proper attention to this

subject is one of tlie necessary requisites to re-

vive our congregations; and also, that the

modern psalmody is generally to be preferred.

There are various hymns, composed by many
excellent and pious men, which breathe the

spirit of true devotion, and which are admirably

adapted to Christian worship; they admit of

that solemn and elevated strain of harmony,
which never fails to excite and increase, by

sympathetic emotions, that ardour which should

pervade the whole congregation ; they may
therefore be introduced to the greatest advan-
tage.

V. But among the many duties which await

us as ministers of the gospel, there can be none
more important than that of earnestltj pressing

upon the minds of our congregations the obliga-

tion and the benejits of receiving, at regular

stated times, the sacrament. I fear the com-
municants, in too many parishes, are not as

numerous as formerly. If this be the case, it

surely indicates an alarming declension of a just

sense of the religion we profess. Let me, then,

exhort you, particularly to impress upon your

congregations the duties of observing strictly

this- holv ordinance, instituted by Christ him-

self, and the distinguishing badge of a ("hristian

society, by plain, practical, and interesting dis-

courses, wherein the nature, end, and benefit

of the Lord's Supper may be clearly and fully

shown.
VI. Another important duty, incumbent upon

the ministers of Christ, claims also our atten-

tion ; which is, to exercise a godly discipline.

Without such discipline, the church of Christ,

which should be holy and without blemish, can-

not [)rosper. It is the duty of every pastor of

the church to check the progress of wicked-

ness by all means hecomnio the spirit of the

gospel ; by exhortation and by reproof, both pri-

vate and public. If this pirt of the ministerial

discipline be performed with meekness, with

prudence, and Christian charity, it would cer-

tainly be attended with happy effects. But
there is a discipline which {);irticularly respects

ourselves, and which must be most strictly re-

garded. The church has wisely ordered that

visiters should be selected for certain districts,

and pointed out tlie duties which they are to

perform. Those duties, I hope, will be most
sedulously attended to ; and therefore I beg to

take this opportunity of exhorting and of char-

ging all those ministers who are intrusted with

tlje visitatorial power, to consider the duo exer-

cise of it as indispensable. I doubt not of your

zeal in this respect, but the importance of the

trust requires that the strict execution of it

siiould be earnestly recommended. This is not

only necessary for the preservation of that godly

discipline, without which our church must rush

precipitately into still greater difficulties than

those which now surround her ; but the annual

visits of clergymen, respectable for their piety,

their zeal, their example, their eloquence, must
serve to reanimate the members of the church,

must confirm the wavering, and give fresh ac-

tivity to the spirit of religion. We should be-

hold our churches upon those occasions crowd-
ed ; we should find a love for public worship

would soon succeed to that indifference which
is now so predominant. I am satisfied also,

upon the same principle, that if the neighbour-

ing ministers would occasionally assist each

other in the performance of divine service, the

interchange would be productive of the greatest

benefits to the church. The love of novelty, so

congenial to the human mind, should be grati-

fied ; or, rather, that principle should be seized

upon and employed as one of the means which

are offered to us to -promote religion, to con-_

duct men to the knowledge of the gospel, to

prevent their being carried about by every blast

of vain doctrine, and to renovate the former

attachment to our church. As far, then, as such

an interchange of pastoral duties can be effect-

ed, I would warmly recommend it also to the

ministers of our churcii.

VII. There still remains, my brethren, a sub-

ject of great importance, at all times, to the

church, but which, at present, requires a par-

ticular attention. A minister of Christ is to

teach his flock by his good example. He is to

be the pattern of all good works. Ye are the

salt of the earth. Ye are, by your example as

well as your doctrine, to prevent that corruption

of manners to which the nature of man continu-

ally tends. Example, you know, is the abridged

method of persuasion. Men live, for the most
part, by imitation. It is the source of almost

all their vices and their virtues. What happi-

ness for that parish, or that congregation, when
God raises up among them a minister whose
example for piety and virtue serves as a specta-

cle both for men and angels ! It is, if I may
avail mvself of the observations of one of the

luminaries of the Christian church, a continued

gospel before their eyes. If his example should

not recall men to their duties, at least it inspires

them with respect for virtue ; it forces them to

acknowledge that there are still just men upon

earth ; repairs the injury which unworthy min-

isters do, in the opinion of the public, to the

sanctity of the ministerial character ; and cor-

rects the censures and the derisions which lib-

ertines throw upon the ministry itself Yes,

my brethren ; though a pious minister should

confine all the good he can do to the example

of a regular and edifying life ; though he should

only show to the public, in the detail of his

manners, an example of piety, of prudent con-

versation, of charity, of modesty, of innocence,

and of sacerdotal gravity, it would be still true,
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that he would be set for the rising or the salva-

tion of many.

But, on the other hand, what reflections must

attend that pastor, who, through the defect of

such an example, sees, that during the course of

a lonT ministry, he has not withdrawn a single

soul from the ways of destruction ; that he has

corrected no disorders, public or private, in his

parish ; that, instead of effecting a change for

the better, his ministry has been attended with

a rapid degeneracy of manners, and a contempt

for religion ! \\ hat reflections must he make
upon the long inutility of his ministerial labours !

Ought he to search for the cause in his own
conduct, in his relaxed piety, in his want of

that zeal which should have animated a Chris-

tian pastor, in the defect of that example which

should have adorned his life, or in the hardness

and depravity of his flock ! But alas ! when

the heavenly lustre of a pious and virtuous ex-

ample is wanting, how can the event be other-

wise ? Doth he reprove, correct, instruct I It

is not with that earnest zeal which animates the

truly pious. Doth he deliver truths the most

alarming! They are accompanied with an air of

coldness or insensibility which takes from thein

all their influence ; or, if he attempt a zeal, a

warmth which such truths call for, that pure

and spotless character, which gives weight and

energy to the most simple discourse, is wanting
;

they come disarmed of all theiV force ; instead

of transfusing into the souls of his hearers an

ardour for religion, or kindling the divine fire

of love for God, they make no impression, but

melt away like the sounds which convey them,

and are nowhere fell. How different the effect

when such truths fall from the lips of a minister

respectable for his virtue and piety, whose ex-

ample, in word, in convena/ion, in chanly, in

spirit, in faith, in purity, is a source of con-

tinual instruction ! Doubt it not, my brethren
;

if we would speak with dignity and success, we
must stand, like the apostle, upon the holy emi-

nence of a sublime virtue and an animated zeal.

It is from that eminence that we must speak

terror into the souls of the violators of divine

law, that we must draw tears of compunction

from the eyes of the wicked, and oblige them,

by the ardour of our zeal, to burn or trample

under foot the idols which they have hitherto

worshipped.

We cannot too often reflect, that the voice

of mankind, the nature of our ofFicc, the solemn

engagements we entered into when that office

was conferred upon us, tire prosperity of the

church, the commands of our Lord and master,

every consideration, either of duty or honour,

demands from us a life of holiness. There are

some vices, such as those of profaneness and

ebriety, such as spring from ungoverned pas-

sions, from a disregard to veracity and honour,

which demonstrate a mind lost to every principle

of goodness ; God grant that such may never

be found incur society ! But should they un-

happily be found, or llie least approximation to

them, every member of the chuich, and in partic-

ular every worthy minister, is IxjunJ, by motives

the most sacred, to exert hinnself in expelling

from among us examples so ruinous to religion,

so calamitous to the church, so disgraceful to

humanity. There arc, however, some failings

to which we may be more exposed, and which,

though not stained with the turpitude of those

just mentioned, still tend to destroy the respect

which is due to the ministerial character, and to

detract from the utility of our labours. We
should always bear in mind, that what may be

slightly censured in others, is often deemed
criminal to ministers of the gospel. Even they

who solicit a clergyman to enter into all the

diversions of the day, and entice him to an im-

prudent levity, will afterward despise him as

a minister, though they afl'ect to esteem him as

a friend. Let not the example or corrupted

sentiments of the world, let not an aft'cctalion

of spirit and freedom, let not any inducement,

prevail upon us to depart, in any instance, from

the character we have undertaken to support.

Beauty of character always reposes upon con-

sistency. This is particularly expected from

us, and must be maintained, if we would acquire

respect and real esteem.

I have considered it as my duty earnestly to

recommend zeal. It is certainly an essential

qualification of the ministerial character. But
we should beware of intemperate zeal. This

vice, as well as the slighter failings to which we
stand exposed, may insinuate itself too easily

unless we guard against it Respect for Chris-

tians of every denomination, a liberal and candid

interpretation of their sentiments and designs,

is a necessary consequence of that charity, that

love, which is so often enjoined by the inspired

writers. Instead of cherishing or encouraging

animosities, be it ours to show an example wor-

thy of the Christian character. Forbearance

will thus become general ; and at length, per-

haps, we may all be united in the bonds of love

and peace. Should, indeed, our just rights as a

Christian society be invaded, it then becomes a

duty, I had almost said a sacred duty, for I feel

the obligation to be such, to maintain thetn

with firmness. But let prudence and charity

always prescribe the rule of conduct.

But in a place so full of the sacerdotal spirit,

I will not dwell longer upon this subject, how-

ever interesting and momentous. God grant

that the ministers of this church may ever bear

in mind their high vocation ; that they may be

distinguished as examples to believers for the

purity of their manners, for their godly conver-

sation, for the soundness of their faith, for their

charity to other sects, for liberal and extensive

knowledge, for the practice of the most exalted

virtue, and for their earnest zeal in the dis-

charge of all their ministerial functions ! May
we ever remember, that all our labours will be

fruitless, that the most edifying truths of the

gospel will be lost in darkness, unless they be

attended with that light which beams from a

pious and virtuous example. May you, my
reverenil brethren, who discharge your duties

with so much edification, serve as models to

the more negligent ; may your fervour, your

e.vample, diffuse their influence through every

member of the church, until, by the grace of
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God, we all acquire those habits of piety, un-

feigned humility, extensive benevolence, charity,

and every other amiable virtue which can adorn

our profession or our religion. Thus shall we
be found faithful stewards ; thus shall we ensure
our own salvation, while vvc are engaged in

promoting the snlvation of others.

There are many other subjects of great ina-

portance to us as a Christian society, to which
I might, and perhaps ought to have requested

yo\ir attention ; but [ fear I should tres[)ass upon
your patience. I must rely upon your own
serious reflections, and tliat holy ardour which,

I trust, will animate the breast of every minister

of the church, to supply what has been omitted.

To you, mv rrspecled lay brethren, I beg now
to address a few observations. It is with the

sincerest pleasure that I congratulate the

church on the attachment w'hich many excel-

lent characters among the laity have uniformly

manifested to the communion in which they

were nurtured. I must applaud and admire

their attachment, since I behold in them not

onlv zealous Christians, but the best of patriots.

Yes, my brethren ; to minds free from preju-

dice, and uncorru[)ted by the sophisms of the

age, nothing appears more amiable, nothing

more essential to the happiness of man, either

in his individual or social capacity, than that

pure and truly divine religion which our SavicHjr

delivered. The voice of reason, the language

of experience, the records of all ages, evince

that the happiness of individuals and the pros-

perity of nations spring from the principle of vir-

tue. But from whence can this principle gain

so firm a support as from religion ; from just and

exalted ideas of that Being who delights in vir-

tue I In vain shall the legislator enact laws

upon laws ; in vain shall the moralist prescribe

rules of duty ; in vain shall he harangue upon
the beauty of virtue and the deformity of vice :

respect for the laws will vanish ; virtue will

lose its elasticity ; corruption of manners, with

all their consequent and dreadful attendants,

must ensue, unless those principles be fortified

by religion,— by just ideas of our relation and

dependance upon a God, all-wise, all-just, om-
nipotent, and omnipresent,—the avenger of ini-

quity, but the remunerator of virtue The
effect cannot be otherwise. The mere coercive

power of human laws, aided by all the abstract

deductions of the political moralist, is inade-

quate to the great ends either of private happi-

ness or public liberty. This position will not

be questioned, if we reflect that it is religion

alone which penetrates the secret recesses of

the soul, and furnishes that interior authority

which so regulates the heart of man, that its

ruling passions are made to harmonize with the

great and essential appointments of public law.

If, indeed, laws in the present slate of society

appear to restrain men, it is because their nas-

cent passions have felt the control of religious

instruction But were men freed from the mild

bonds of religion ; were their passions no longer

under the control of its salutary instructions
;

were those ideas of duty, which flow from the

fcelief of an all-ruling Providence, no longer to

have their influence over the human heart ; was
the soul no longer, as soon as reason begins to

dawn, to hear the awful voice of religion ; I

would ask, in the name of every thing which
men hold most dear, in the name of truth, of

integrity, of benevolence, of every imperfect

right, of social order, of civil liberty, nay, of

philosophy Itself, whether the coercive power
of human laws, together with all the abstrac-

tions of the moralist, would be sufficient to curb
the violent impetuosity of those headlong pas-

sions which every moment stimulate to action]

Or rather, I would ask, if religion were no longer

the faithful sentinel, whether, when inflamed
by the innumerable temptations which present
themselves on every side, they would not burst

all those restraints, as a thread of tow is broken

inhen it touchcth the fire 1 As well might a
Samson be bound with green vnlhcs, or with

new ropes which icere never occupied. Besides,

there are a thousand duties, a thousand rights,

and as many correlative obligations, wliich,

though of the first consequence to social hap-

piness, are, however, of so delicate a nature,

that they elude the coarse touch of civil laws.

But, even admitting that the causes before men-
tioned were adequate to the desired ends, who
would not prefer the mild coercion of reUgion,

which prevents crimes, to the sanguinary laws

which punish them ; the one, a guardian angel,

bearing u^ up, lest at am/ time we dash our

foot against a stone ; while the other, like a

Saturn, devours his own children. Doubt it

not, my brethren, " every thing," as an amiable

and eloquent philosopher observes, "is replaced

and firmly established by religion ; it surrounds,

I may say, the whole system of morality, re-

sembling that universal and mysterious force in

the physical world, which retains the planets in

their orbits, and subjects them to a regular rev-

olution ; and which, in the midst of the general

order it maintains, escapes the observation of

men, and appears to their feeble sight uncon-
scious of its own work."

But, my brethren, it is not you only who will

acknowledge the justice of these observations
;

infidelity itself has reluctantly acknowledged the

transcendent excellence of our holy religion
;

even infidelity has not denied, that the gospel

system was admirably calculated to promote the

temporal happiness of mankind. But how much
more enlarged and exalted are those views which
that system presents to the eye of faith ! They
are not bounded by the narrow horizon of this

world ; they extend beyond the grave ; they

penetrate into regions of immortality ; the cer-

tainty of future rewards and punishments is

contemplated ; misery and vice, happiness and

virtue, are beheld as inseparably associated, even

when this transitory scene shall vanish and be

no more ! What a noble, what a powerful, what

an almost irresistible stimulus to great and

laudable action, to the exercise of every virtue

which can adorn the Christian or the citizen !

One of the wisest of the ancients, to whom the

gospel system was not revealed, held it as a

maxim, " That it is impossible for those who

have no belief of the immortality of the soul, or
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a future state of rewards and punishments, to

sacrifice iheir particular interests and passions

to the public good, or to have a generous con-

cern for posterity." Nay, the almost inspired

Fiato has declared, •' that concerning those great

duties which men's appetites and passions render

difficult, it should seem rather the work of God
to provide, than of human legislators." The
Sun of righteousness had not risen in their days

;

but with what love, with what ardour, with

what gratitude, should not we cherish the glo-

rious light which now beams from it ; a light

whose genial rays warm and expand the noblest

virtues of the human soul ; a light which shows
to man the unerring path that conducts to in-

dividual and to social, to temporal and to ever-

lasting happiness Let us clierish the blessings

which it gives ; let us leave to infidelity its dark

and comfortless system ; but let us not deny

the Lord that bought us ; let us earnestly con-

tend for the faith which was once delivered to

the saints.

My brethren, our religion claims a divine

descent ; it is the work of God ; hut let it not

be thought that it doth not therefore require the

support of man. Far otherwise ; it is the very

reason, as w^as well observed by a venerable

prelate of our church, which should urge us to

exert the utmost care and diligence in its sup-

port. Good men will consider it as their in-

dispensable duty to co-operate with the designs

of Providence. It is in religion, as in the works

of nature. God supplies abundantly the means,

the rest is left to human industry. He causes

the earth to bring forth materials for food and

raiment ; but human industry must i:nprove,

prepare, and properly apply, both the one and

the other. The same analogy extends itself to

religion. The things which belong to our salva-

tion, though originally the work of God, require

the protection of human aid, the furtherance of

all wise and good men.

Since, then, God has graciously revealed his

will, and supplied the means of rendering it

known to all ; to supply those means, and lo

make that use of them which his goodness de-

mands, it is the duty of man. But how can

this be effected but by a standing mimslry ? by

an order of men properly instruclrd and sup-

ported, whose whole business it shall be, week-
ly and daily, to attend to the interests of reli-

gion, to preach the gospel, to make known its

whole system, to convince men that they are

accountable to God for their actions—in a

word, to enforce those principles of piety and

of virtue which lead both to present and future

happiness? It was for this irasonthat our Sav-

iour gave authority to his apostles and their suc-

cessors, to finish the work which he had begun
;

that is, to preach the gospel to all succeeding

generations :
" Go ye and make disciples to me

in all nations, baptizing them in the name of

the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy
Ghost; leaching them lo observe all things

xchatsoever I have commanded you, and lo ! I

am with you unto the end of the world." This

commission was given to the apostles and their

micc«e9or3. Men are thus commiseioned by

Jesus Christ to teach what he has commanded
them,—who have his promise to be with them
in the exercise of their ministry unto the end of

the world. Let us, then, consider a standing

ministry, properly instructed and supported, as

essential to the prosperity of the church, and as

the means originally designed to make known
the will of God.

But a standing ministry is not only necessary

to make known the great truths of our religion,

not only necessary to persuade men to be vir-

tuous and good, but to perform those ordinan-

ces established by Christ himself, and which
they alone can perform. The sacraments of

baptism and of reconciliation are surely bles-

sings which every wise and good man must
esteem of the highest importance ; yet how will

they be dispensed, but by ministers duly autho-

rized ? They are the stewards of the ministry

of God. But the ministers of Christ have also

a daily charge upon them ; they stand obliged,

either publicly or in private, to offer to God the

prayers of the church in behalf of their flocks
;

to return thanks for the divine mercies ; and to

implore the protection and the blessing of God
upon their labours.

'• In short, the ministers of the gospel, and

the ordinances intrusted to them, are those ordi-

nary means by which God himself hath ap-

pointed that men should be taught, edified,

blessed, and saved."

I will not add to the benefits of a standing

ministry already mentioned, those which must
result from having men of learning, piety, and
virtue, in every parish, v^ho may instruct your
children in their early years in the rudiments of

knowledge. I will not speak of the advantages

which must result from the establishment of

private schools in each neighbourhood, which
may be conducted by men worthy of the minis-

try ; nor of the incitements to virtue which
must arise from their examples. These, and
many other considerations, I leave to your own
reflections :—but I would impress strongly upon
your minds the blessings which must arise from
a ininistrv properly instructed and qualified to

discharge the sacred office ; I would present to

you, in all its force, not only the duty of encour-

aging and supporting the means which God
hath appointed for the dissemination of Chris-

tianity, and thus of co-operating with the de-

signs of Providence ; but I entreat you to call

to mind the calamities, both individual and
social, which must flow from the neglect of

those means. For a moment, let us behold the

pure religion of our forefathers, together with a
mode of worship which bath excited the admi-
ration of men the ino.sl distinguished for piety,

wisdom, and patriotism, borne down by a tor-

rent of ignorance and enthusiasm : behold her

expiring through the cold neglect of her once
warm and zealous friends : behold her templea

tottering to ruin, her ministers slighted, her

flocks scattered ufiin the hills as sheep that have

not a shepheid. Should such a spectacle be pre-

sented to us, might we not soon expect also to

behold virtue retiring, the bonds of society

burbting asunder, corruption advancing with
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rapid strides, liberty and happiness preparing lo

bid us ;i long adieu I May such a spectacle, my
friends, never be seen but in iniayinalioii.

Wise, priiilont, virtuous, and patriotic men,
will, however, guard against so calamitous an

event. They will consider pure and undetiled

religion as the rock upon which all their hopes
are founded ; they will contem))late tkc things

U'hich bf.long to our salvation, as requiring the

protection of human aid ; and they will be ac-

tive, strenuous, and zealous in atlording it ; they

will consider that our church re(iuires the ten-

der, the affectionate, the fostering care of all

the ministers of her family ; and that her future

prosperity depends not only upon the zeal of

the clergy, but of the laity. It is theirs to en-

courage respect for their pastors ; to set a just

value upon their labours ; to esteem them highly

for their xcorks' sake ; and to be attentive to pro-

mote the interests of the church, by all those

means which a catholic s|)irit will ajjprove. It

is theirs to be constant and uniform in their at-

tendance upon divine worship, and to stimulate

each other by a reciprocal example ; it is theirs

to assist our ministers in forming I he mmds of

the rising generation to the love. of religion and
virtue, and to imi)ress, at the earliest ])criod, a

just esteem and veneration for our church. O,

let not religion, source of so many hopes, aban-

don the infant mind ; leave it not desolate ; and,

above all, defend it from the ascendency of

ignorance and enthusiasm, which atHict the

heart, which render it miserable and abject, by

protending to comfort it ! Moreover, it is the

part of the laity to make prudent arrangements

for the certain and decent support of the clergy,

and thus to enable thenr constantly to apply to

their functions.

They who preach the gospel, St. Paul declares,

should live hy the gospel. Let me then earnestly

recommend, in order that you, and your childrcv,

and your childreji's children, may receive all the

blessings of a learned, pious, zealous, standing

ministry, that the worthy and iiillueniial mem-
bers in each parish warmly interest themselves

in the decent support of the clergy, and uni-

formly pursue those means for the attainment

of so desirable an end which may be thought

best. If a similar mode were adopted through-

out the church, if it were considered as the duty

of each member to contribute in the proportion

which the law formerly prescrihcd, the burden,

thus divided, would be light, and I doubt not

but the happiest effects would ensue. But, my
brethren, think not that what has been just said

is merely for our own sakes. You cannot, you
will not, if you reflect upon the benefits of a

standing ministry, such I mean as becomes the

church of which we are members ; or if you
regard that rational mode of worship to which
you have been long accustomed, and the ad-

vantages of religious instruction for yourselves,

your children, your country.

To you, reverend brethren, as the anchor of

my hopes, my thoughts again return. Let us

sincerely and earnestly endeavour, I once more
entreat you, to be renewed in the spirit of our

vocation. Let our diligence, as ministers of

the gospel of Christ, rise in proportion to the

difficulties which surround us. Let us uni-

loimly preserve an inviolable equity in all our
transactions, a generous disinterestedness in

our functions, the strictest adherence to the

rules of the church, the most warm and anima-
ted piety ; but, above all, a fervent zeal for the

salvation of souls. In a word, let us be sober,

prudent, serious, diligent, and pious; in all things,

examples to the flock. Remember, son of man,
that I have made thee a watchman unto the house
oj Israel ; there]ore hear the ivord of my mouth,
and give them warning from vie. If thou dost

not speak to warn the wicked from his wicked
way, he shall die in his iniquity ; but his blood

will I require at thine hand. But if thou warn
the wicked, and he turn not from his wickedness,

he shall die in his iniquity ; but thou hasl de-

livered thy soul.

But, my brethren, vain will be our endeavours
for the prosperity of our Zion, unless they be
attended with fervent prayers, that God would
graciously enable us lo perform our duty with

zeal, fidelity, and success. Our sufficiency is

of God. To that infinitely great and glorious

Being, let us therefore, with humility, nov« offer

up our united supplications.

Almighty and everlasting God. Look down
from heaven, and behold and visit this vine,

and the vineyard which thy right hand hath

planted ; shed the dew of thy blessing upon the

labours of thy servants here assembled ; may thy

holy 8|)iril animate the ministers of the gospel

of Christ with a sincere and fervent, but cath-

olic zeal, in the discharge of their duties ; may
it inspire them with true piety, with charity,

with every godly and virtuous affection. Pros-
per, O Lord, our endeavours to revive among
us a just sense of the inestimable benefits of

true religion ; dispose the hearts of the laity to

receive thy word, and grant that the fruits of

righteousness may abound more and more.
Hrlp us, for the glory of thy name, and merci-

fully grant, that every member of thy holy

church, in his vocation and ministry, may truly

and godly serve thee, through our Lord and
Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.

The Rev. John Cameron laid before the Con-
vention sundry resolutions of a presbytery held

at the glebe of Martin's Brandon Parish on Wed-
nesday, the 13ih of April, 1791, which were read,

and ordcied to be referred to a committee of the

whole Convention.

Ordered, That Mr. J. Cameron, Mr. Waugn,
Mr. Peachy, and Mr. New, be added to the com-
mittee for revising the canons.

Mr. New reported, fiom the committee of

elections. That the committee had, according to

order, examined the certificates of the appoint-

ment of deputies to serve in the present Con-
vention, and had come to a resolution thereon,

which was read and agreed to by the Convention,

as followeth

Resolved, That it is the opinion of this com-

mittee, that the certificates of the appointment

of deputies to serve in the present Conven-

tion for the parishes of Abingdon, Ajitriin, Bath,



46 CONVENTION OF 1791.

Berkeley, Bristol, Bruton, Charles, Christ's

Church, Cumberland, Dale, Drysdale, Eliza-

beth River, Fairfax, Henrico, Hunpars, James
City, King William, Liltleton, Lynnhaven, Lex-

ington, Manchester, Meherrin, Nottoway, Ra-
leigh, St. Asaph, St. Bride, St. David, St.

George (Accomack), St. George (Spotsylvania),

St. James Northam, St. Margaret, St. Mark,

St. Martin, St. Mary, St. Paul, Southam, South-

wark, Suffolk, Trinity, Upper Parish (Nanse-

mond), and \\'estover, are made as prescribed

by canon.

The Convention, according to order, resolved

itself into a committee of the whole Conven-
tion on the resolutions of the presbytery held

at Martin's Brandon glebe, and after some time

spent therein, Mr. Page reported, That the com-

mittee had, according to order, had the said

resolutions under their consideration, and had

come to several resolutions thereon, which were
read and agreed to, as foUoweth :

—

Resolved, That it is the opinion of this com-
mittee, that as there are at present no divinity

schools in our church, the instruction of stu-

dents in divinity might very properly be made
part %f the business of each presbytery within

its own bounds ; and that the presbyteries, in-

stead of meeting annually on a certain day,

should be required to assemble as often as any

student of that description should make applica-

tion ; and when thus assembled, should examine
the applicant, and, on finding his literary quali-

fications such as the canon made in that behalf

requires, prescribe to him a theme or text, and

give him sucli directions as they may think prop-

er, in order to enable him to compose a dis-

course on the same, and, on a future day to be

appointed by themselves, hear him deliver the

said discourse.

Resolved, That it is the opinion of this com-
mittee that every candidate for holy orders

ought to be required to produce to the bishop

to whom he may present himself for ordination,

a certificate of his having performed, in a satis-

factory manner, the several exercises prescribed

to him by the presbytery.

Resolved, That it is tiie opinion of this com-
mittee, that the members of the Protestant Epis-

copal Church within this commonwealth ought

to form a society for the relief of distressed

widows and orphans of clergymen, and that a

committee ought to be appointed to frame a

plan of such a society.

Ordered, That a canon or canons be brought

in, pursuant to the first and second resolutions,

and that the committee appointed to revise the

canons prepare and bring in the same.

The Convention adjourned until 12 o'clock

to-morrow.

Thursd.w, M.w 5.

Mr. Shield, from the committee appointed to

revise the canons, reported. That the committee

had, according to order, taken under their con-

sideration the business to them referred, and

had prepared canons to be substituted in the

place of the 8th, 16th, 18lh, and 2nth canons,

ftud also a canon for the trial of offending min-

isters not holding parishes, which several can-
ons, after being twice read, were referred to a
committee of the whole Convention.
The Convention having resolved itself into a

committee of the whole Convention on the can-

ons, and having spent some time therein, Mr.
Page reported. That the committee had, accord-

ing to order, had the same under their consider-

ation, and had made some amendments thereto,

which were read and agreed to, and the canons
were ordered to be fairly transcribed and read a
third time.

A letter from the Rev. Mr. Emmerson, visit'

er of District No. 20, resigning that office, was
read ; w-hereupon the Rev. James Taylor, Rector
of Suffolk Parish, was appointed visiter in his

room.

On motion. Resolved, That this Convention
do recommend it to the Right Rev. Dr. James
Madison, bishop in this state, to dispense with,

in the examination of such gentlemen as are

now in deacon's orders in this state, that knowl-
edge of the Greek and Latin languages which is

required by the seventh canon of the General
Convention of the Protestant Episcopal Church
in the United Slates of America.

Frid.^y, M.4Y 6.

The canon to be substituted in place of the 8th
canon, was read the third time and passed.

The canon to be substituted in place of the

16th canon, was read the third time and rejected.

The canons to be substituted in place of the

18th and 29th, were severally read the third

time and passed.

Ihe new canon for the trial of offending

ministers not holding parishes, was read the

third time and rejected.

Leave was given to bring in a canon to amend
the thirty-first canon ; and Mr. Foushee, Mr.
Patteson, Mr. Jarratt, Mr. Craig, Mr. Waugh,
and Mr. Carrington, were appointed to prepare
and bring in the same.

Resolved, That deputies be appointed to at^

tend any Geneial Convention of the Protestant

Episcopal Church which may be called before
the month of May, 1792 : And the Rev. John
Bracken and Robert Andrews, Esquire, were ac-

cordingly ap[)ointed.

Resolved, That a standing committee be ap-

pointed, to continue in ofbce until the end of the

next session of Convention, with the like powers
as were vested in the last standing committee

:

And the Rev. John Bracken, Rev. Samuel
Shield, Robert Andrews, Esquire, Rev. Henry
Skyring, Hon. Joseph Prentis, Hon. Cyrus Grif-

fin, and Joseph Hornsby, Esquire, were accord-
ingly appointed.

Resolved, That 300 copies of the Journal of
this Convention he printed under the inspectiorj

of the Rev. Mr. Buchanan, and that the charge
delivered by the president, together with the

ordinances and canons, be annexed to the same.
Resolved, That it be recommended to the sev-

eral vestries of this church to transcrilie the
ordinances and canons into their vestry-books.

Resolved, That it be recommended to the

ministers of this church to read or cause to be
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read the ordinances and canons in each of
their churches at h-iist once in every year.

Resolved, That is'ew-Year"s day beset apart

for the purpose of divine worship, and that the
ministers in their respective parishes recom-
mend it to their parishioners to devote them-
selves particularly on that day to the service of
their Alaker.

Mr. Foushee, from the committee appointed
to prepare and bring in a canon to amend the

31st canon, reported, Tliat the committee had,

accordmg to order, prepared the same ; which
was received, read the usual numbe- of times,

and passed.

Mr. New, from the committee appointed to

examine the treasurer's accounts, reported, That
the committee had, according to order, examined
the same, and found them justly and fairly sta-

ted, and that the balance in his hands for general
purposes wa3 108/. IS*. Id.; and the balance
belonging to the bishop's fund 15/. 12s. 8d. ;

but that of the sum of 200/., directed by the

last Convention to be paid to the bishop for the

purpose of obtaining his consecration, only 136/.

lis. lOd. had been paid.*

Resolved, That the treasurer's accounts do
pass.

Resolved, That the treasurer, out of any
money in his hands, pay to Bishop Madison the

sum of 63/. 8s. \id., the balance due to him
on the vote of the last Convention.

Resolved, That it is the duty of every member
of the Protestant Episcopal Church to contrib-

ute towards a decent and comfortable support
of their bishops and other pastors, and to de-
fray the necessary expenses of their church.

Resolved, That to promote the welfare of the
Protestant Episcopal Church, it be recommend-
ed to the vestries of the several parishes to raise

a fund for the general purposes of the said
churcii.

Resolved, That it be recommended to the sev-
eral parishes withm this commonwealth, to send
the sum of sixteen dollars each, to the Rev. Mr.
Buchanan, treasurer, on or before the first

Thursday in May next^ to he applied by the
Convention, in such proportions as they shall

judge necessary, to enable the bishop to make
his visitations, and to perform the other duties
of his otfice, and for the other purposes of the
Protestant Episcopal Church in this state.

Resolved, That the report of the church prop-
erty in the parishes within this commonwealth,
directed by the last Convention to be forwarded
to the Rev. Mr. Buchanan, and laid before this

Convention, together with such further reports
on the same subject as shall come to his hands,
be registered by the treasurer in a book to be
kept for that purpose, in which shall be distin-

guished the parish and each species of property
under its respective head in separate columns.
On motion, resolved, That the State of Vir-

ginia be divided into districts for assembling the

» Mr. Graham Franks, merchant, of London,
gave five guineas to the bishop's fund, as a mark
of his zeal for the interest of the Protestant Epis-
copal Church m Vugmia.

ministers in presbytery and for other puiposes,
as set forth in the 8th canon, and that the dis-

tricts be arranged in the following manner, viz :

District No. 1, containing the parishes of
Lynnhaven, Elizabeth River, Portsmouth, St.

Bride, Suflblk, and Upper Parish (in Nanse-
mond), Rev. James Taylor, visiter.

District No. 2, containing the parishes of
Newport, Southwark. St. Luke, and Nottoway
(in Southampton), Rev. George Gurley, vis-

iter.

District No. 3, containing the parishes of Mar-
tin's Brandon, Albemarle, Bristol, Bath, Dale,
and Manchester, Rev. John Cameron, visiter.

District No. 4, containing the parishes of
Raleigh, Nottoway (in Nottoway), Cumberland,
St. Andrew, Meherrin, and St. James, Rev.
James Craig, visiter.

District No. 5, containing the parishes of
King William, Southam, Littleton, Tillotson,

and St. Patrick, Rev. Elkanah Talley, visiter.

District No. 6, containing the parishes of
Cornwall, Antrim, Camden, and Russell, Rev.
Alexander Hay, visiter.

District No. 7, containing the parishes of
Patrick, Finc.astle, and Botetourt.

District No. 8, containing the parishes of
Accomack, St. George, and Hungars, Rev.
Samuel S. M'Croskey, visiter.

District No. 9, containing the parishes of
Elizabeth City,Warwick,Yorkhampton, Charles,
and Bruton, Rev. John Bracken, visiter.

District No. 10, containing the parishes of
Abingdon, Ware, Kingston, Pettsworth, and
Christ's Church (in Middlesex), Rev. Samuel
Klug, visiter.

District No. 11, containing the parishes of
James City, Blisland, St. Peter, and Westover,
Rev. James Henderson, visiter.

District No. 12, containing the parishes of
South Farnham, St. Anne, St. David, St. John,
Straiten Major, St. Stephen, and Drysdaie,
Rev. Jesse Carter, visiter.

District No. 13, containing the parishes of
St. Asaph, St. Margaret, St. Mary, St. Paul,
and St. Martin, Rev. Abner Waugh, visiter.

District No. 14, containing the parishes of
Henrico, St. James Northam, and Trinity, Rev.
John Buchanan, visiter.

District No. 15, containing the parishes of
St. George, Berkeley, St. Thomas, St. Mark,
and Bromheld, Rev. James Stephenson, visiter.

District No. 16, containing the parishes of

Fredericksville, St. Anne, Amherst, and Lex-
ington, Rev. Matthew Maury, visiter.

District No. 17, containing the parishes of
Augusta and Beckford.

District No. 18, containing the parishes of
Christ's Church (in Lancaster), St. Stephen, Wi-
comico, Lunenburg, and Farnham, Rev. Thom-
as Davis, visiter.

District No. 19, containing the parishes of

Cople, Washington, Overwharton, Brunswick,
Hanover, and St. Paul.

District No. 20, containing the parishes of

Fairfax, Truno, and Dcttingen, Rev. Brian
Fairfax, visiter.

District No. 21, containhig the parishes of
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Hamilton, Leeds, Cameron, and Shelburne,

Rev. James Craig, visiter.

District No. 22, containing the parishes of

Frederick, Norborne, Hampshire, and Hardy,

Rev. Alexander Balmain, visiter.

The Convention having taken into considera-

tion a resolution of the last General Convention,

respecting the propriety of investing the House
of Bishops with a full negative on the proceed-

ings of the other house, came to the following

resolution :

Resolved, That the deputies from the Prot-

estant Episcopal Church in this state to the

next General Convention, be instructed to e.x-

press the disapprobation of this Convention re-

specting the matter of the said resolution of the

General Convention.

Resolved, That the Rev. Mr Jarratt be re-

quested to preach a sermon at the next Con-
vention.

Resolved, That the next Convention be held

in the city of Richmond.
The first canon was amended with respect to

the time of the annual meeting of the Con-
vention.

And then the Convention adjourned until the

30lh day of April, 1792.

James Madison, President.

Robert Andrews, Secretary.

CANONS.
I. Conventions shall be holden annually on

the first Thursday in May, provided neverthe-
less, that if a sufficient number of members to

form a Convention shall not attend on the said

day, any five then assembled shall have power
to adjourn.

n. A person shall preside in Convention with
the name of president, who shall always be a

bishop, when there is one present properly con-
secrated and settled in the church, till which
time a president shall be appointed by the Con-
vention out of their own body ; if more than one
bishop is found necessary in the church, they
Bhall preside alternately.

ni. A secretary shall be appointed bv the
Convention, who shall continue in office diirini^

good behaviour, who shall keep a record of their

resolves and proceedings, and have the records in

his custody so long as he shall continue in office.

IV. Standing rules shall be established for

the preservation of decorum, and the orderly
management of business.

V. All questions, whether they relate to the
order, government, discipline, doctrine, or wor-
ship of this chuicli, or to any other matter vvhicii

is properly before the Convention, shall be de-

termined by a majority of votes.

VI. At all future Conventions, each member
(whether minister or layman) shall, previous

to his admission, jiroduce a testimonial of his be-

ing regularly appointed, which testimonial shall

be signed by one or both of the church-wardens,
or bv the clerk of the respective vestries.

VII. All the ordinances and other proceed-
ings of the Convention shall be attested by the

secretary.

VIII. The clergy of the several neighbouring
parishes, not less than three nor more than ten,

shall assemble in presbytery annually on some
Sunday in April, and at other times, if required
thereto, at some convenient place in the dis-

trict. One in each district shall be appointed
by the Convention to preside at their meetings,
with the title of visiter, who shall name the

place and time of meeting ; shall annually visit

each parish in his district ; shall attend to and
ins])ect the morals and conduct of the clergy

;

shall see that the canons and rules of the church
are observed and practised ; shall admonish
and reprove those clergymen who are negligent,

or act in an unbecoming manner ; and shall re-

port yearly to the bishop, if there be one, or, if

there be no bishop, to the next Convention, the

state of each parish in his district, noting down
the ofienders and their offences. It shall be the

business of the presbytery when thus assembled
to instruct and examine candidates for holy

orders within their respective districts, to pre-

scribe to them a thesis or text, and give them
proper directions for composing a discourse on
the same ; and it shall be the duty of every candi-

date for holy orders to make application to the

presbytery of the district within which he re-

sides for such instruction and examination.

IX. The clergy who shall minister in this

church shall be the three orders of bishops,

priests, and deacons.

X. Every person hereafter to officiate in this

church as a bishop, shall be nominated by the

Convention ; and having received episcopal con-

secration before he enters on his office, shall

subscribe to conform to the doctrine, disci-

pline, and worship of the Protestant Episcopal

Church of Virginia: And no person shall be re-

ceived into the church as a bishop until he shall

have completed the thirtieth year of his age.

XI. As we conceive the oifice of a bishop, ac-

cording to the true apostolic institution, differs

in nothing from that of other ministers of God's
Word, except in the power of ordination and con-

firmation, and the rights of superintending the

conduct of the clergy, and of precedency in ec-

clesiastical assemblies, that office shall be ac-

cordingly so exercised in this church : And every
bishop, after his promotion to the episcopal

order, shall continue to hold a parish and to do
the duty of a parish minister, except when he is

necessarily employed in the discharge of his

episcopal office.

XII. No bishop shall inflict any censure upon,

or exercise any power over, the clergy under hia

inspection, other than he is allowed to do by the

laws and institutions of this church made in

Convention.

XIII. No priest or minister shall hereafter be
received into any parish within this common-
wealth unless he first produce to the vestry suf-

ficient testimonials of his having been regularly

ordained a priest by some Protestant bishop,

and of having taken the oath of allegiance to

this commonwealth, and subscribe to be con-

formable to the doctrine, discipline, and worship
of the Protestant Episcopal Church, nor till ha
shall have entered into a contract in writing
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with the vestry or trustees on behalf of the so-

ciety within such parish, by which it shall be

stipulated and declared that he holds the ap-

pointment, subject to removal, upOn the determi-

nation of the Convention of the Protestant Epis-

copal Church in this stale. Provided, That any

person who hath been ordained by a bishop of

the Church of Rome may also be received as a

minister, who shall produce satisfactory testi-

monials respecting his ordination, morals, and

conduct, renounce the errors of that church, take

the oath, and subscribe as aforesaid.

XIV. No minister shall hereafter be received

into a parish who does not first produce to the

vestry satisfactory testimonials of his morals,

conduct, and conversation, from the person or

persons appointed by the Convention to inquire

into such matters and grant such testimonials.

XV. The right of presentation or appointing

ministers to serve in the parishes shall continue

in the vestries, and each vestry shall choose its

own minister.

XVI. Every person to be ordained priest or

deacon by any bishop of this church, shall

first produce testimonials of his good morals

and orderly conduct from the clergy assembled

in the district where he for some time last re-

sided, and from the vestry of the parish where

he last lived : Provided there be in the district

a sufficient number of clergymen to form a

presbyteiy ; otherwise, a testimonial from the

minister and vestry of his parish, or from the

vestry alone, if the parish is vacant, shall be

deemed sufficient : Provided also, the candi-

date is not an inhabitant of some other state,

and intended to minister in some parish or con-

gregation in a neighbouring state. No person

shall be ordained until due examination had by

the bishop and two priests.

XVII. No person shall be admitted to priest's

orders until he shall have completed the twenty-

fourth year of his age, and is assured of the

willingness of some parish or congregation to

receive him as their minister, to be certified

under the hands of the church-wardens, and at-

tested by the clerk of the vestry.

XVIII. Every person who shall be admitted

either to priest's or deacon's orders, shall be or-

dained according to the form prescribed in the

Book of Common Prayer.

XIX. No person shall be ordained a deacon

until he shall have completed the twenty-first

year of his age.

XX. No person having deacon's orders only

shall be allowed to hold a parish. But a deacon

may, during a vacancy, officiate in a parish,

if chosen by the vestry to do so. He shall

preach the gospel and baptize. He may assist

in administering the sacrament of the Lord's

Supper, but not consecrate the elements. He
may solemnize marriages, and shall attend to

the situation and circumstances of the poor

where it may be necessary.

XXI. A person may be ordained a deacon

though he shall have no assurance of being

called to minister in a parish or congregation,

provided his testimonials and qualifications are

satisfactory tb the bishop.

XXII. A deacon may minister as a proba-

tioner or missionary under the direction of the

Convention or the bishop.

XXIII. The parish clerk shall be appointed by

the minister and vestry, and displaced by theni

whenever his services are not satisfactory to the

people : whenever he shall neglect his duty, or

otherwise misbehave himself.

XXIV. Sextons shall be appointed by the ves-

tries, and dismissed by them when they think

proper.

XXV. Bishops shall be amenable to the Con-
vention, who shall be a court to try them, from

which there shall be no appeal. On all such oc-

casions a president, who shall be a bishop, shall

be chosen by the Convention to sit as judge, and
they shall also appoint a clerk to the court.

XXVI. All accusations against a bishop, as

such, shall come from the vestries ; but no accu-

sation against a bishop shall be received unless

three vestries join in the complaint. All com-
plaints against a bishop shall be lodged with

such persons as may be appointed to call a Con-
vention, and a copy of the charge or charges to

be brought against him shall be communicated to

him in writing at least two months before the

trial. Counsel may be employed on both sides
;

and none but «iya wee evidence shall be admitted.

XXVII. Disorderly, scandalous, and immoral

conduct, neglect of duty, a disregard to the rules

and canons of the church, or taking a bribe to

grant either ordination or a recommendation for

a vacant parish, shall be considered as offences

in a bishop, for which he may be brought to

trial, and, on his being convicted of any of these,

he shall be reproved, suspended, or dismissed,

at the discretion of the court.

XXVIII. Courts shall be instituted to exam-
ine into complaints exhibited against ministers or

deacons, which courts shall be composed of one

clergyman and one vestryman from each parish

of the district in which the accused minister re-

sides, the parish excepted to which the minister

belongs. The appointment of the vestrymen

shall be by lot ; and the visiter of the district,

unless he shall be the accused person, shall pre-

side as judge ; and in that case, the oldest cler-

gyman in orders shall be the judge ; Provided

nevertheless. That where the number of settled

clergymen in the district be less than two, the

visiter shall call for a clergyman from a neigh-

bouring district ; and, moreover, if, when the

court assembles, the number of vestrymen shall

be found to exceed the number of clergymen

present, so many vestrymen shall be withdrawn

by lot as shall be necessary to equalize the

numbers of the two orders.

Any number of members, not less than three,

two of whom shall be clergymen, shall be sulfi-

cieiit to constitute a court.

On conviction of a minister, the court shall

proceed to pass sentence, which shall be none

other than reproof or suspension ; and in all cases

where the offence shall be thought to deserve

suspension, the court shall without delay report

the facts and state the evidence to the bishop
;

or, until a bishop shall be consecrated for the

church in this state, to the chairman of the
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standing committee, who, with the standing

committee, or three fourths of the same, shall

be, and are hereby constituted and appointed

a court, in the last resort, to try the offender
;

and who, if they do not acquit him, shall either

confirm the sentence of the examining court, or

pass such other sentence as a majority of them
shall think the offence deserves ; which shall

be either reproof, dismission, or degradation.

XXIX. Complaints against a minister shall

be received from the vestry of the parish where
the minister officiates, and from no other person

or persons whatever. They shall be signed by

a majority of a vestry, without which no com-
plaint shall be received. They shall be directed

to the visiter of the district in which the ac-

cused minister resides, or, where there is no
visiter, or if the visiter be the person accused,

to a member of the presbytery in the said dis-

trict, who shall forthwith appoint a convenient

time and place for the trial, and take care that

the members who are to compose the court shall

have timely information thereof.

In every complaint, the offence or offences

shall be stated ; and the minister shall be fur-

nished with a copy of the charges brought

against him, and with notice of his intended

trial, at least one month before the trial ; viva

voce evidence only shall be admitted, and that

upon oath ; and counsel may be employed on
both sides.

The visiter, or person to whom the complaint
shall be made, shall cite the accused person
before the appointed court ; which shall (unless

the person accused is prevented from attending

by sickness) proceed to the trial, examine the

testimony against the offender, and take the

depositions of the witnesses.

XXX. No vestryman shall sit on the exam-
ination of a minister belonging to the parish

wherein such vestryman resides ; the examina-
tion shall be held in the parish where the ac-

cused minister officiates, and at a place to be
appointed by the vestry ; the judges shall appoint

a clerk occasionally for such examinations.

XXXI. Disorderly, scandalous, and immoral
conduct, neglect of duty, a disregard to the

rules and canons of the church, or taking a bribe

to recommend either for ordination or a parish,

are to be considered among the offences for

which a minister, whether benefited or not, may
be brought to trial.

Complaints against a minister who has never
been inducted into a parish, or, having been in-

ducted, shall have vacated the same, shall be re-

ceived from the minister as is hereinafter di-

rected, or from the vestry of the parish where
the offence is said to have been committed.
They shall be signed by the minister of such
parish, and four of his vestry at least, or by a

majority of the vestry, where the minister is not

included as a complainant, without which no
complaint shall be received ; and all other

proceedings shall be the same as for the trial

of a beneficed minister, except that the parish

wherein the offence is alleged to have been
committed shall be considered as the parish

vvhcre the offending minister resides : Provided

' always. That where the visiter or his vestry make
the complaint, the next eldest minister in the
district shall act in the place of such visiter

;

and the court shall have the same power to pro-

nounce sentence as against the beneficed min-
ister.

XXXII. Deacons behaving in a scandalous,

disorderly, or immoral manner, or who neglect
the duty they have undertaken, shall, on full and
satisfactory proof, be suspended or silenced by
the bishop until the sense of the Convention
shall be known. And the salary accruing during
the suspension of a minister or deacon who is

afterward found guilty, shall go to the vestry, for

the use of the church.

XXXIII. Bishops shall visit the different

parishes under their inspection once in three

years at least ; of which visitation the clergy

or church-wardens shall have timely notice ; in

their visitation they shall confirm such as choose
to receive confirmation, they shall inspect the

state of the parishes, and the conduct of the

clergy, who shall give them what information

they can respecting such ecclesiastical matters
as they may choose to be informed of

XXXIV. Bishops shall hold ordinations at

such times and places as they may judge neces-

sary and convenient.

XXXV. Bishops, after every visitation, shall

report the state of the church in the different

parishes to the Convention.

XXXVI. No minister or bishop shall be al-

lowed to hold more than one parish at the same
time. Nevertheless, a minister may, if called

thereto by the vestry, preach in a neighbouring

parish or parishes during a vacancy in such
parish or parishes, and may receive a compensa-
tion for his services, provided he has the con-
sent of his own vestry, and shall not neglect the

duties of his parish.

XXXVII. Every minister shall reside within

his parish, unless a majority of his vestry shall

agree to dispense with his residence ; and shall

at no time leave it for more than one month
without the consent of the said vestry.

XXXVIII. Ministers shall, at their churches

and other convenient places, instruct children,

and such ignorant persons as may require it, in

their catechism, and the principles of the Chris-

tian religion as maintained by this church ; pro-

vided this duty may be dispensed with during

the inclement winter months. They shall also

explain the nature of confirmation, and instruct

and prepare their parishioners for it.

XXXIX. Ministers and deacons shall wear a

surplice during the time of prayer at public

worship, in places where they are provided ; shall

wear gowns when they preach, where they con-

veniently can ; and shall at all times wear ap-

parel suited to the gravity of their profession.

XL. Ministers and deacons may encourage

people to assemble together in small societies

at convenient times for their edification, and

may visit, superintend, and instruct such soci-

eties at their meetings ;
provided they shall not

do it to the encouragement of idleness, or to

the injury of private families.

XLI. Ministers officiating in this church,
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whether bishops, priests, or deacons, shall preach

once at least on every liOrd's day, and at other

stated seasons, unless prevented by some suffi-

cient cause; they may at their discretion preach

also at other times, when opportunities shall

offer of edifying the church ; bishops and priests

shall administer the sacrament at least four

times in the year at each church or place of

worship in their respective parishes, and shall

visit the sick when called on for that purpose.

Journal of a Convention of the Protestant Episcopal Church, in the State of Virginia, held in the

Capitol in the City of Richmond, May 3d, 1792.

A List of the Members of the Convention.

Parishes.

Antrim,
Bath,

Bristol,

Bruton,

Charles,

Christ Church (Middlesex),

Christ Church (Lancaster),

Cumberland
Dale,

Frederick,

Henrico,

Hungars,
James City,

King William,

Littleton,

Manchester,

Martin's Brandon,

Raleigh,

St. David,

St. James Northam,
St. John,

St. Luke,

St. Margaret,

St. Mary,

St. Paul (Hanover),

St. Stephen (K. & Queen),

St. Stephen (Northumb.),

South Farnham,
Southwark,
Westover,
"Wicomico,

Clergymen.

Devereaux Jarratt.

John Cameron.
John Bracken.

Samuel Shield.

David Ball.

James Craig.

Needier Robinson.

Alexander Balmain.

John Buchanan.
Samuel S. M'Croskey.
James Madison (Bishop & Pres.).

Elkanah Talley.

William Cameron.
John Jones Spooner.

Reuben Clopton.

Charles Hopkins.

Joseph Gurley (Assistant Min.).

Abner Waugh.

Thomas Davis.

Andrew Sim.

Samuel Butler.

James Henderson.
John Bryan.

Lay Deputies.

Henry E. Coleman.
Peterson Goodwin.
Archibald Gracie.

Robert Andrews.

Francis Corbin.

Jerman Baker.

William Foushee.
John Tankard.
John Ambler.
Thomas Harris.

John H. Overstreet.

David Patteson.

George Ruffin.

William Murray.

Nathaniel Burwell.

Archibald Bryce.

Carter Braxton, jun.

Anthony New.

i

John Pendleton and

:
William Norvell.

Thomas Hill.

William Gatewood.
James Allen Bradby.

Charles Carter.

On Thursday, the third of May, in the year of

our Lord one thousand seven hundred and

ninety-two, being the day appointed for the

meeting of the Convention of the Protestant

Episcopal Church in the Commonwealth of

Virginia, a sufficient number of members to pro-

ceed on business being present.

The Right Rev. Bishop Madison took his

seat as President of the Convention.

Robert Andrews took his seat as Secretary to

the Convention.

The Rev. Mr. Bracken, from the standing

committee, reported standing rules for regula-

ting the proceedings of Conventions, which
were read and agreed to, as follows :

—

1. No member shall absent himself from the

service of the Convention unless he have leave,

or be sick and unable to attend.

2. When any member is about to speak in

debate, or deliver any matter to the Conven-
tion, he shall rise from his seat, and, without ad-

vancing, shall with due respect address himself

D2

to Mr. President, confining himself strictly to

the point in debate, and avoiding all indecent

and disrespectful language.

3. No member shall speak more than twice

in the same debate without leave.

4. A question, being once determined, must
stand as the judgment of the Convention, and

cannot be again drawn into debate during the

same session.

5. While the President is putting any ques-

tion, no one shall hold private discourse, stand

up, walk into, out of, or across the house, or

read any book.

6. Every member who shall be in the Con-

vention when any question is put, shall, on a

division, be counted on one side or the other.

7. When the Convention is to rise, every

member shall keep his seat until the president

go out.

Ordered, That a committee be appointed to

examine the return of the sitting members, and

to report thereon. And a committee was ap-
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pointed of Mr. Bracken, Mr. Corbin, Mr.

Shield, and Mr Ambler.
Ordered, That Mr. Patteson, Mr. William

Cameron, Mr. Davis, and Mr. Baker, be ap-

pointed a committee to examine the treasurer's

accounts, and to report thereon.

Ordered, That leave be given to bring in a

canon or canons to amend the 15th, 29th, and

30th canons ; and that Mr. Talley, Mr. Hen-
derson, Mr. Brice, Mr. New, Mr. M'Croskey,

and Mr. Bracken, prepare and bring in the same.

Ordered, That Mr. Shield, Mr. Carter, Mr.

M'Croskey, Mr. Bracken, Mr. Braxton, Mr. Cor-

bin, Mr. Baker, and Mr. Andrews, be appointed

a committee to form a plan of a society for the

relief of distressed widows and orphans of

clergymen of the Protestant Episcopal Church
in this state.

Ordered, That leave be given to bring in a

canon to amend the 20th and 21st canons ; that

the committee appointed to prepare and bring in

a canon or canons to amend the 15th, 29th, and

30th, prepare and bring in the same ; and that

Mr. Shield and Mr. Baker be added to the said

committee.

Ordered, That leave be given to bring in a

canon to direct the mode in which notorious

crimes and scandals withm the church shall be

censured ; and that Mr. New, Mr. Talley, Mr.
Craig, Mr. Jarratt, Mr. Davis, Mr. Robmson,
Mr. lluffin, Mr. Patteson, Mr. Foushee, Mr.
Burwell, and Mr. Bradby, prepare and bring in

the same.

The Convention adjourned until 5 o'clock in

the afternoon.

M.ty 3, 5 o'clock P. M.—The Rev. Mr. Jar-

ratt, according to the order of the last Conven-
tion, preached a sermon before the Convention.

The Convention adjourned until 10 o'clock

to-morrow morning.

Friday, May 4.

Mr. Shield, from the committee appointed to

form a plan of a society for the relief of dis-

tressed widows and orphans of clergymen of

the Protestant Episcopal Church in this state,

reported, That the committee had, according to

order, prepared such a plan, which was read

and agreed to, as follows ;

—

A fund for the relief of distressed widows
and orphans of clergymen shall be raised by
subscription, and subscribers may be divided

into three classes, viz. :

—

1. Subscribers who choose to have the in-

terest of their subscription confined in the div-

idends to the families of subscribing clergymen.
2. Subscribers who choose to name a par-

ticular clergyman, to whose family the same
benefit siiall be extended as to the families of

subscribing clergymen.

3. Subscribers who choose to have their in-

terest applied to relieve indigent families of

clergymen in general, without conlining it to

those of subscribers.

The subscriptions to each class shall be taken
distinctly, and the account of the interests and
dividends of the third class shall be kept separ-

ately from that of the first and second.

The yearly subscription of each member shall

be at least six dollars.

The principal money shall remain a standing

fund ; and the dividends, which shall be annual,
shall be made of the interest only.

In the first and second classes, a subscription

of five years shall entitle the family for whose
benefit the subscription was made to a full div-

idend, provided the subscription be made before

the 4th day of May, 1793 ; but those becoming
interested after that time, shall be entitled to a

full dividend only on a subscription of eight years.

And in case of a subscription for a less term

than what entitles to a full dividend, the family

shall receive in proportion, with the option of

allowing to be withheld annually a sum equal lo

the yearly subscription, until they shall be en-

titled to a full share.

The claims of widows and daughters shall

cease at their marriage ; and that of sons on
their attaining the age of twenty-one years.

Meetings of the subscribers shall be held for

the management of the fund, at least once in

every year, at which each subscriber shall have
an equal vote.

The general rule.«5 and principles of the fund

shall not be altered but with the consent of two
thirds of the members present at an annual

meeting.

The subscribers to the fund shall be called a

society for the relief of distressed widows and
orphans of clergymen of the Protestant Episcopal

Church in the State of Virginia.

A subscriber failing for five years to pay his

subscription, shall forfeit his claim to a dividend ;

and in case of failure for any less term, he shall

j)rcserve it only by a full payment of arrears,

with interest.

Five trustees shall be appointed by the so-

ciety, to continue in office until the next stated

meeting, or until a new appointment shall be
made.
A treasurer shall be appointed by the society,

by ballot, to continue in office during good be-

haviour; who shall give bond to the trustees,

with security, in such penalty as the trustees or

a majority of them may direct, for the faithful

discharge of his duty.

Occasional donations may be received by the

society, to be applied as the donor or donors

may direct ; and in case there be no direction,

the donations shall go into the fund for the gen-

eral relief of the indigent families of deceased
clergymen.
We, the subscribers, do therefore agree to be-

come members of the said society for the relief

of the distressed widows and orphans of clergy-

men of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the

State of Virginia, and to pay the sums annexed
to our respective names, to be applied according

to the class in which our subscriptions shall stand.

Resolve<l, unanimously. That the thanks of the

Convention be given to the Rev. Mr. Jarratt

for the very excellent, seasonable, and animated

sermon preached by him yesterday before the

Convention, and that he be requested to pre-

pare a copy of the same for the press.

Mr. Patteson, from the committee appointed
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to examine the treasurer's accounts, reported,

That the committee had, according to order, ex-

amined the same, and found them justly and
fairly stated ; and that the balance in his hands
for general purposes is 152/. 8s. Id., of which
the sum of 102/. Is. 5rf. has been received

from sundry parishes in consequence of the rec-

ommendation of the last Convention.

Resolved, That the treasurer's accounts do
pass.

Mr. Bracken presented, according to order,

canons to amend the 15th, 20th, 21st, 29th, and
30th canons, and the same were read the first

time, and ordered to be read a second time.

Mr. Bracken, from the committee appointed

to examine the returns of the sitting members,
reported. That the committee had, according to

order, examined the same, and found that the

returns from the following parishes, viz., An-
trim, Bath, Bristol, Bruton, Charles, Christ

Church (Middlesex), Christ Church (Lancaster),

Cumberland, Dale, Frederick, Henrico, Hungars,

James City, King William, Littleton, Manches-
ter, Martin's Brandon, Raleigh, St. David, St.

James Northam, St. John, St. Luke, St. Mar-
garet, St. Mary, St. Paul (Hanover), St. Ste-

phen (King and Queen), St. Stephen (North-

umberland), South Farnham, Southwark, West-
over, and Wicomico, were made agreeably to

the canons.

The canons to amend the 15th, 20th, 21st,

29th, and 30th canons, were read the second

time, and amended.
Ordered, That the same be fairly transcribed,

and read a third time.

Resolved, That the Convention proceed by

ballot to the choice of two deputies, to attend

any General Convention of the Protestant Epis-

copal Church in the United States of America,

which may meet before the month of May, 1793.

The Convention accordingly proceeded by

ballot to the said choice ; and Mr. J. Cameron
and Mr. Corbin being appointed a committee to

examine the ballots, and report to the Conven-

tion on whom the majority of votes should fall,

withdrew, and after some time returned into the

Convention, and Mr. J. Cameron reported, That
the committee had, according to order, examined

the ballots, and found them to stand as follows :

for the Rev. Samuel S. M'Croskey, 25 ; Robert

Andrews, Esq., 38; Rev. John Bracken, 14;

Rev. John Cameron, 1; Rev. James Craig, 1.

A majority of votes appearing in favour of the

Rev. Samuel S. M'Croskey and Robert An-
drews, Esq., Resolved, That the Rev. Samuel

S. M'Croskey and Robert Andrews, Esq. be,

and they are hereby appointed, deputies to at-

tend any General Convention of the Protestant

Episcopal Church in the United States of

America, which may be held before the month
of May, in the year of our Lord one thousand

seven hundred and ninety-three.

Mr. New, according to order, presented a

canon to direct the mode in which notorious

crimes and scandals within the church shall be

censured ; and the same, after being twice read,

was ordered to be fairly transcribed, and read a

third time.

The canons to amend the 15th, 20th, and 29th
canons were read the third time and passed, as

follows, to be substituted in the room of the

said 15th, 20th, and 29th, and numbered as such.

Canon XV. The right of presentation or of

appointing ministers to serve in the parishes

shall continue in the vestries, and each vestry

shall choose its own minister ; and no minister

shall officiate as a stated lecturer or preacher in

any parish in which there is a rector, without

having first obtained the leave of the said rector,

or of a majority of the vestry.

Canon XX. No person having deacon's
orders only, shall be allowed, as such, to hold a
parish, until after he hath officiated eighteen

months as a deacon, and attained the age of

twenty-five years : A deacon shall preach the

gospel and baptize ; he may solemnize mar-
riages, and assist in administering the sacrament
of the Lord's Supper, but not consecrate the

elements.

Canon XXIX. Complaints against a minister

shall be made on oath, and directed to the visiter

of the district in which the accused minister re-

sides, or, where there is no visiter, or if the vis-

iter be the person accused, to a member of the

presbytery in the said district ; who shall forth-

with appoint a convenient time and place for the

trial within the parish where the accused min-

ister officiates, and take care that the members
who are to compose the court shall have timely

information thereof. The judges shall appoint

a clerk occasionally for such trials, and no ves-

tryman shall sit on the trial of an accused min-

ister belonging to the parish wherein such ves-

tryman resides. In every complaint, the offence

or offences shall be stated ; and the minister

shall be furnished with a copy of the charges

brought against him, and with notice of his in-

tended trial, at least one month before the trial

:

Vivd voce evidence only shall be admitted, and

that upon oath ; and counsel may be employed

on both sides.

The visiter or person to whom the complaint

shall be made, shall cite the accused person be-

fore the appointed court ; which shall, unless

the person accused is prevented from attending

by sickness, proceed to the trial, examine the

testimony against the offender, and take the

depositions of witnesses.

In all complaints where the accused minister

shall be the only clergyman resident within the

district, the complaint shall be made to the

bishop and standing committee, who shall with-

out delay institute a court, consisting of two

clergymen from an adjoining district, and two

vestiymen from the most convenient parishes

within the district. They shall appoint also the

time for trial, which shall be held at such place

within the parish of the accused minister as the

vestry thereof shall direct.

Resolved, That a standing committee he ap-

pointed, to continue in office until the end of the

next session of Convention, with the like powers

as were vested in the last standing committee :

And the Rev. John Bracken, Rev. Samuel

Shield, Robert Andrews, Esq., Rev. Henry Sky-

ring, Hon. Joseph Prentis, Hon. Cyrus Griffin,
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and Joseph Homsby, Esq., were accordingly

appointed.

Resolved, That all reasonable expenses be

allowed the deputies appointed to attend the

next General Convention, and that the sum of

twenty-five pounds be advanced to each of them

on account.

Resolved, That the standing committee be

authorized to appoint a deputy or deputies to

the General Convention, should either or both of

the deputies appointed by this Convention be

prevented from attending.

Resolved, That all reasonable expenses be

allowed the Right Rev. Dr. Madison, which he

has incurred in his several visitations, and which

may arise from his attendance on the next Gen-

eral Convention, and that the sum of eighty

pounds be advanced to him on account. Bishop

Madison delivered in to the Convention a report

of his visitations since the last Convention,

which was read, and is as follows :

—

"Agreeably to the 35lh canon, the bishop

begs leave to report that he has visited the fol-

lowing parishes, viz. : York-Hampton, Elizabeth

City, Abingdon, Ware, Christ Church (Middle-

sex), St. Anne, St. Paul (King George), Berke-

ley, Westover, Blisland, Bruton, James City,

Henrico, and Lunenburg; and is happy to assure

the Convention that in most of the parishes, the

conduct of the ministers appeared to be such

as merited the highest commendation. The
congregations where he attended were generally

numerous, and attentive to the form of worship

established by the church; and though he had

too much reason to lament that sufficient regard

was not paid to the decent support of the clergy

in many of the parishes, yet the diligence with

which most of the ministers continued to dis-

charge their sacred functions, while it afforded

the highest proof of their zeal and piety, yielded

at the same time a pleasing hope that the church

would gradually revive. In the five parishes of

Abingdon, Ware, Christ Church (Middlesex),

Berkeley (Fredericksburg), and IBruton, up-

wards of six hundred persons have been con-

firmed."

Resolved, That it be recommended to the

several parishes within this commonwealth, to

send each the sum of fifteen dollars to the Rev.

Mr. Buchanan, treasurer, on or before the first

Thursday in May next, to be applied by the

Convention as they shall judge necessary, to

enable the bishop to make his visitations and

perform the other duties of his office, and to the

other purposes of the Protestant Episcopal

Church in this state.

Ordered, That the standing committee be

directed to apply to the diflTerent parishes

which have not complied with the requisition

of the last Convention for the sum of sixteen

dollars, to transmit the same to the Rev. Mr.
Buchanan as soon as possible.

Resolved, That 300 copies of the Journal of

this Convention be printed under the inspection

of the Rev. Mr. Buchanan ; and that the ser-

mon preached yesterday by the Rev. Mr. Jarratt

be annexed to the same.

Resolved, That the Rev. Mr. Waugh be re-

quested to preach a sermon before the next

Convention.

The canon to direct the mode in which no-

torious crimes and scandals within the church

shall be censured, was read the third time ; and
the question being put whether the same shall

pass, it was determined in the negative.

Resolved, That the next Convention be held

in the city of Richmond.
The Convention adjourned.

Signed, James Madison, President.

Robert Andrews, Secretary.

Journal of a Convention of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the State of Virginia, held in the

City of Richmond, May 2d, 1793.

Parishes.

Antrim,
Berkeley,

Bristol,

Bromfield,

Bruton,

Dale,

Frederick,

Fredericksville,

Henrico,

Hungars,
James City,

Kingston,

King William,

Littleton,

Lexington,

Manchester,
Nottoway,
St. Andrews,
St. Bride,

St. David,

A List of the Members of the Convention.

Clergymen.

Hugh Corrans Boggs.
John Cameron.

John Bracken.
Needier Robinson.
Alexander Balmain.

.John Buchanan.
Samuel S. M'Croskey.
J. Madison (Bishop and Pr.).

Armistead Smith.

Charles Crawford.
William Cameron.

James Morris.

Lay Deputies.

Henry E. Coleman.

Alexander M'Rae.
Reuben Beall.

Robert Andrews.
Thomas Friend.

John Walker.
William Foushee.

Dudley Carey.

John Harris.

Joseph Carrington.

David Patterson.

John Gooch and Richard Bland.
Charles B. Jones.

Joshua Grymes.
Benjamin Temple and Nath.. Burwell,
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Parishes.

St. George (Accomack),
St. James Northam,
St. Margaret,

St. Mariin,

St. Paul (Hanover),
St. Stephen,

St. Thomas,
South Farnham,
Southam,
Washington,
Westover,
York Hampton,

Clergymen.

Peter Nelson.

Thomas Andrews.

Andrew Sim.
John H. Saunders.

Seawell Chapin.
James Henderson.

On Thursday, the second day of May, in the

year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred
and ninety-three, being the day appointed for

the meeting of the Convention of the Protestant
Episcopal Church in the commonwealth of Vir-

ginia, a sufficient number of members to proceed
on business having convened.

The Right Rev. Bishop Madison took his

seat as President of the Convention.
Robert Andrews took his seat as Secretary

to the Convention.

Ordered, That a committee be appointed to

examine the returns of the sitting members, and
to report thereon. And a committee was ap-

pointed of Dr. Bracken, Mr. Balmain, Mr. Fou-
shee, and Mr. Patterson.

Ordered, That leave be given to bring in a

canon concerning vestries and trustees ; a canon
concerning conventions ; a canon concerning
presbyteries ; a canon concerning bishops ; a
canon concerning the ordination of priests and
deacons, and their duties ; a canon concerning
the induction of ministers into parishes ; a canon
concerning offences and the mode of proceeding
against offending ministers; a canon concerning
the appointment and duties of a standing com-
mittee ; a canon concerning the manner of grant-

ing testimonials to citizens candidates for par-

ishes ; a canon concerning a treasurer ; and a

canon rescinding certain ordinances and can-

ons ; and that Mr. Andrews, Mr. Balmain, Dr.

M'Croskey, Mr. Walker, Mr. T. Andrews, Mr.
Foushee, Dr. Bracken, Mr. W. Cameron, Mr.
Patterson, Mr. Henderson, Mr. Carrington, Mr.
Sims, Mr. Gatewood, Mr. Boggs, Mr. Drum-
mond, Mr. Morris, Mr. Jones, Mr. Carter, and Mr.
Charles B. Jones, prepare and bring in the same.

Mr. Andrews presented, according to order,

a canon concerning vestries and trustees ; a can-

on concerning conventions ; a canon concerning
presbyteries ; a canon concerning bishops ; a

canon concerning the ordination of priests and
deacons, and their duties ; a canon concerning
the induction of ministers into parishes ; a canon
concerning offences, and the mode of proceeding
against offending ministers ; a canon concerning
the appointment and duties of a standing com-
mittee ; a canon concerning the manner of grant-

ing testimonials to citizens candidates for par-

ishes ; a canon concerning a treasurer ; and a

canon rescinding certain ordinances and canons
;

which several canons were received, read a first

time, and ordered to be read a second time.

On motion made, the canon concerning ves-

Lay Deputies.

Cave Jones and William Drummond.
Archibald Bryce.

Samuel Temple.

William Tinsley

Thomas Barbour.

William Gatewood.

Daniel M'Carty, jun.

Charles Carter.

Hugh Nelson.

tries and trustees, and the other canons before
the Convention, were read a second lime, and
ordered to be committed to a committee of the
whole Convention to-morrow.

Ordered, That a committee be appointed to

examine the treasurer's accounts : And a com-
mittee was appointed of Dr. Bracken, Mr. Bryce,
Mr. Charles B. Jones, and Mr. Henderson.
The Convention adjourned until 10 o'clock

to-morrow morning.

Friday, May 3.

Bishop Madison having delivered a charge to

the clergy at the meeting of Convention this

morning.

Resolved, unanimously. That the thanks of
the Convention be given to the Right Rev. Doc-
tor Madison, for his very sensible, pious, and
excellent address delivered this day, and thai he
be requested to furnish a copy for the press.

An Address to the Convention of the Protestant
Episcopal Church in Virginia. By Bishop
Madison.

Brethren,—When I determined to send cir-

cular letters to the different visiters, in order that
I might, through them, request a general attend-
ance of the clergy at this Convention, I was
well aware of the inconveniences to which some
of the members might be exposed. But, such is

still the situation of our church, so loudly doth
it call for the counsels of all its friends, that no
doubt was left upon my mind but those incon-
veniences would be cheerfully borne, provided
our consultations should be productive of bene-
ficial effects. Whatever may be the result,

whether we shall be enabled to devise any plan
or propose any measures which may tend to that
end, so ardently to be supplicated, still, it is surely
a solemn duty imposed upon all of us, to endeav-
our to promote the prosperity of our Zion by
all those prudent means which our profession
will justify. This is most likely to be effected
by the combined wisdom and experience of the
whole body of the clergy. It is not then to be
wondered at, that I should be anxious to see all

the faithful pastors of our church here assem-
bled, and that I should earnestly entreat them,
in particular, seriously to consult, to digest, and
bring forward, for the consideration of the Con-
vention, whatever may appear most likely to pro-

mote the interest of religion, and that church of
which we arc the ministers.

I trust that the good effects of our late minis-

terial exertions are generally felt and acknowl*
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edged ; and that our affairs, under the blessing

of Providence, begin to assume somewhat a

more pleasing aspect. Several valuable minis-

ters have been sent forth, men from whose
piety and labours we may anticipate the happi-

est effects ; our congregations seem more atten-

tive to their religious concerns, and, I ardently

hope, are gradually advancing to a greater de-

gree of Christian perfection. Still, however,

our exertions must be unabated, they must even
increase ; we must continue to advance if we
would not become retrograde. Nor can I think

but that Providence, at this moment, affords the

most favourable opportunity for prudent and
strenuous exertions. It has, in some degree,

checked that fervour of enthusiasm which has

lately ravaged our church. Our evds have in

a great measure flowed from that source. But
there is another enemy which is daily making
rapid advances, and whose progress, if possible,

we must arrest ; I mean the demon of irreligion.

These are the two principal enemies which we
have to oppose, and which call for all the wis-

dom and ail the zeal of every sincere minister.

That the spirit and the resolution necessary

for the most zealous opposition animates the

breast of every one present, I do not question
;

but what are the prudent means which we must
employ ! what are the weapons ! what is the

armour we must put on for this Christian war-
fare] These are inquiries which demand our
most serious attention.

I could have vs-ished, upon this occasion, rather

to have heard the sentiments of my brethren,

than to have expressed my own. I do not pre-

tend that I have not reflected, and that often

and seriously, upon the situation of our church,
and the means of promoting its prosperity ; but
I am not so presumptuous as to think, that bet-

ter may not still be devised ihan those which
have occurred to me. Perhaps, however, the

propositions which I think it my duty to lay be-

fore you, if they do not meet with the approba-
tion of this assembly, may at least be the means
of calling forth others, which may operate more
effectually to the end we all have in view.

The first that I shall submit to your consider-
ation, as of great importance in my mind to-

wards reviving a just sense of religion, and es-

tablishing a due ministerial influence among our
parishioners, is, that the different pastors should
consider it as a duty to visit their parishioners
at their private dwellings as often in the year
as may be convenient ;—that, at these visits,

children should be examined and instructed in

their catechism
;
parents, when necessary, e.x-

horled to lead Christian lives, and to be attentive

to the religious instruction of their children
;

while the well-disposed should be encouraged
to persevere, and to be steadfast in their attach-

ment to the church. A practice of the kind
here recommended would not only be produc-
tive of the best effects in a religious point of
view, but it seems also essentially necessary in

order to form that friendly attachment, or that

intimate union, between ministers and their

flocks, which would render their public exhorta-

tions more eHicacious ; it would aii'oid the best

opportunity of counteracting the great havoc
which novel teachers are daily making, and
which is carried on more successfully, I believe,

by their private intercourse, than by their public

harangues ; it would also evince a spirit of dis-

interestedness and real concern for the religious

welfare of our flocks, which, while it is the duty

of a minister uniformly to manifest, would at

the same time cause him to be more highly re-

spected and beloved. It appears then that this

proposition is recommended to us by several

cogent considerations, whether we attend to the

proper discharge of the ministerial functions, to

the influence it will give the different pastors in

their congregations, or to the means it would
afford of counteracting the opponents of the

church, and of renovating constantly the attach-

ment of its members. Perhaps in some cases

such visits would not always be convenient

;

but I am persuaded that, by the greater part of

our congregations, they would be justly estima-

ted, and, I have no doubt, prove highly beneficial

to the interest of the church.

A second proposition which I shall make, at>-

pears also, at this time in particular, of great

importance to the real interest of our holy re-

ligion and of our church.

It is, that the ministers should cause to be

distributed among their congregations such

books or pamphlets as would tend to check that

spirit of proselytism which so strongly distin-

guishes most sects, by exposing whatever may
appear erroneous, in a plain and candid manner,

and at the same time showing the verity aiid

constant superiority of the principles of our own
church. The dissemination of pamphlets which
might have such a tendency, appears particular-

ly necessary at this time. Every one must have

observed that there are two kinds of enthusi-

asts ; the one seems to be composed of men of

a warm imagination, strong passions, and little

or no judgment. These lay hold of some fa-

vourite tenet, which may afford them an oppor-

tunity of exercising the powers of the imagina-

tion, and which they make the groundwork upon
which to erect a sect. The other is composed
of men more ignorant, but active and indefati-

gable. They dream dreams and see visions.

They are favoured with immediate inspiration

from Heaven ; they soar above the vulgar rules

of morality, and, sanctifying the means by the

end, omit nothing to complete their designs.

How shall we effectually counteract either, but

by diffusing such pamphlets as shall place those

truths or principles which are in danger of being

obscured, in their proper light ! What mischief,

for instance, have not those wild notions re-

specting divine illumination, or inspiration, pro-

duced ! The ordinary means of interpreting

and explaining Scripture are of no moment, so

long as the extraordinary can be obtained ; the

Scriptures are thus warped to sujjport any
opinion, however contrary to the truth ; our

flocks are misled, and too often, in consequence,

abandon their maternal church. These evils

flow from the want of information. Place the

truth in its proper light ; let it shine forth in

every man's house, from plain but judicious
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pamj)hlets, and it will soon illuminate the mind.

Again, it is an opinion which has become too

prevalent, that a Christian may, consistently

with his profession, change his sect as often as

he pleases, or as often as caprice may direct

;

and that the ordinances of Christ may be ad-

ministered by any one who shall assume the

ministerial office. Such opinions not only nurse

the spirit of disunion among Christians, whose

fatal eHecis to genuine religion I need not here

mention, but subvert the fundamental principles

of a Christian church. It is time to evince to

the people committed to our charge the error

and the dangerous tendency of such sentiments,

and to show the duty and the necessity of ad-

hering to those institutions which Christ and his

apostles established.*

I would i)ropose that the clergy now assem-

bled specify such pamphlets as shall appear

most useful for doctrinal information ; that a

sutficient number of copies be obtained for the

congregations generally ; that the respective

ministers be supplied in proportion to the extent

* In a late charge by the Bishop of Norwich, a

prelate distinguished for his learning and his piety,

speaking of the constitution and use of the church
of Christ, he makes some observations which de-

serve the serious attention of all Christians. " Sal-

vation," says he, "is a gift of grace ; that is, it

is a free gift, to which we have no natural claim.

It is not to be conceived within ourselves, but to

be received, in consequence of our Christian call-

ing, from God himself, through the means of his

ordinances. These can no man administer to ef-

fect, but by God's own appointment ; at first by

his immediate appointment, and afterward by

succession and derivation from thence to the end

of the world. Without this rule we are open to

imposture, and can be sure of nothing ; we cannot

be sure that our ministry is effective, and that our

sacraments are realities. We are very sensible

the spirit of division will never admit this doc-

trine
;
yet the spirit of charity must never part

with it. Writers and teachers who make it a

point to give no offence, treat these things very

tenderly ; but he who, in certain cases, gives men
no offence, will for that reason give them no in-

struction. Light itself is painful to weak eyes

;

but delightful to them when grown stronger, and
reconciled to it with use; and he who was instru-

mental in bringing them to a more perfect state

of vision, though less acceptable at first, may yet,

for his real kindness, be more cordially thanked

afterward, than if he had made the ease and safe-

ty of his own person the measure of his duty."

In the same paragraph he further observes,
" We are informed that the liberties taken of late

years against the ministry of the church, have ter-

minated in an attempt to begin a spurious epis-

copacy, or an episcopacy without succession, in

America ; a particular account of the affair has
been published in a Life of Mr. John Wesley, and
the case appears to have been as reported. Mr.
Wesley, when questioned about this fact in his

lifetime, did not deny it, but pleaded necessity to

justify the measure (see Memoirs of the Rev. John
Wesley, by John Ilampson); a fatal precedent, if

it should be followed. For if a presbyter can con-

secrate a bishop, we admit that a man may confer

a power of which he is not himself possessed;
instead of ' the less being blessed of the greater,'

the ' greater is blessed of the less,' and the order of

aU things inverted."

of their cures ; and that they distribute them to

the people, charging them only with the first

cost.

It is true, that sermons should occasionally be

delivered upon such doctrinal and institutional

topics as may appear most necessary for the in-

formation of congregations ; they would, no

doubt, when conducted without reflections upon
particular sects, have a good effect for the mo-
ment. But to produce that which shall be per-

manent, the same doctrine must be submitted

to private consideration and reiterated perusal.

Nor should our attention be confined to

pam[)hlets which respect merely the doctrines

or the institutions of our church. Devotional

tracts, such as would inspire and keep alive the

spirit of a warm but rational piety, are greatly

wanted. Let then such of this nature also be

dispersed, as the ministry may approve and rec-

ommend to their congregations. They would
not only be thus called to active piety, but se-

cured against the impressions which the appear-

ance of greater devotion and zeal in other sects

must always make upon the minds of the truly

religious. Many educated in the bosom of our

church desert it, not solely from a conviction of

errors in doctrine, but because the great bulk of

its members seem indifferent to religious exer-

cises. Another society is sought for, in which

the pious are countenanced and stimulated by

reciprocal example. Why can we not introduce

an equal attention to their religious duties

among the members of our own church, a con-

duct equally guarded and pious! It must be

done, or we shall have only the semblance of

religion among us. We have approached too

nearly to that verge already. Let us then en-

deavour to disseminate valuable devotional trea-

tises, and by all the means in our power recom-

mend and encourage, exhort and enforce, atten-

tion to them.

A third proposition I have to make is, that

we should endeavour to introduce family prayers

among the members of our church ; nothing,

we are persuaded, tends more to keep up a

sense of religion in the minds of men, than a

serious and constant performance of this neces-

sary duty. But it is more neglected in the

families who profess themselves to be of our

church, than in any other whatever. I would
therefore beseech you, with earnestness, to ex-

hort every housekeeper in your parishes, both

privately and publicly, to worship God daily in

their families. Among the poorer class, books

with proper forms should be distributed gratis,

or at as low a price as possible. I would not

propose that the clergy should be burdened with

this expense, but that the vestries should supply

such as the ministers may recommend. If also,

on particular days, as Sundays, when there may
be no public service in our church sufficiently

convenient, families could be persuaded to in-

troduce their devotions with singing of psalms

or hymns, the practice would effectually revive

psalmody in our churches. Unless it originate

or prevail in families, our congregations will

never be brought to join generally in that essen-

tial and beautiful part of public worship. It is
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this circumstance which, in point of psalmody,

gives to the dissenting congregations such an

advantage over those of our church.

If the duty which I have mentioned could be

brought into general practice, and I cannot

doubt but the well-disposed might be easily led

to the constant performance of it, the happiest

change in our religious atfairs would be the im-

mediate consequence ; the change would be

most important in a religious point of view,

which is ever the first consideration, and it

would also make an impression most favourable

to our church in the mmds of all.

4th. I have only one more proposition to

make ; which is, that we should all consider the

interests of the church as a common cause,

which we are bound to support by every consid-

eration the most sacred. The ministers, in par-

ticular, should ever hold themselves related to

each other by a truly fraternal connexion. A
general cause unites them ; but this union

should be cherished ; it should be a principle of

action; it should animate the whole body, and
render the concerns of one the concerns of ihe

whole. But this principle, that it may be pro-

ductive of the beneficial effects we desire, sup-

poses necessarily the utmost purity in the order

to which we belong. It is essentially necessary,

then, that the preservation of the credit and

reputation of our order should be the constant

object of every minister. That confidence in

each other which should distinguish our society,

that disinterested love for the brotherhood, that

respect and estimation which it should have in

our own eyes, as well as those of the world, re-

quire, that every one should consider himself as

deeply interested in the conduct of every cler-

gyman. Without an entire purity, we cannot

have confidence ; without confidence, we cannot

act as one firm, united body, whose interests

and views are the same ; in short, as a phalanx,

whose strength depends upon the integrity of

all its parts. Without this union, this entire

consolidation of views and interests, success, as

a Christian sect, cannot be expected. Observe
what strength and firmness those sects are gain-

ing, by their prudent regulations of this kind,

whose views are certainly not friendly to the

prosperity of our church. To maintain even
the ground we now possess, we must adopt

measures equally prudent ; but to advance, to

recover a part of what we have lost, our system
must not only be wise and prudent, but it must
be pursued with a uniformity, with an undevi-

ating regularity, with a firmness and a constan-

cy, which no events can shake. It is time to

unite " the wisdom of the serpent with the in-

nocence of the dove." And it is fortunate that

these measures, which expediency may seem to

suggest, or particularly to require, are also sug-

gested by duty.

The promotion of true religion is our primary
duty; but, split as the Christian world is into par-

ties, we have also the interests of a sect to pro-

mote, in order to perform that primary duty.

For this purpose, we must have not only our

external, but internal regulations ; we must have

a line of conduct delineated, which, though it

will not admit of canonical injunction, still

should be systematically pursued by every min-
ister. The force of a uniform systematic con-
duct upon the human mind, in every instance, is

almost irresistible. It carries individuals di-

rectly, or by the shortest route, to the object at

which they aim ; but when wisely conceived by
a body of men, they are rendered compact and
strong; their progress towards the attainment
of their end is constantly accelerated : but with-

out a system, a sect becomes a heap of sand,

unconnected and disunited, ready to be drifted

or blown about in any direction, by the first

wind which assails them.

Thus, my brethren, I have laid before you, as

briefly as I could, such observations as it ap-

peared to me were not unworthy of your atten-

tion : of that, however, you will judge. Their
object is to promote that holy religion whose
ministers we are, by reviving a spirit of true

piety, and by invigorating that attachment to

our church, which, through the want of proper

information, I fear has been too much relaxed

among most of our congregations. But let

those means which have been proposed be
adopted with a zeal becoming the greatest of all

objects, the salvation of souls ; or let any others,

which the wisdom of this assembly may prefer,

be adopted and pursued in the manner they

ought, and I doubt not, with the assistance of

divine grace, but that success will reward our

labours. Like the rebuilders of Jerusalem after

the captivity, we must, in the language of the

Prophet, " every one, with o?ie of his hands,

work in the building ; with the other, hold a
weapon." With one hand we must build up
our people in the doctrine of piety and the

apostolic institutions of our church, while, with
the other, we must resist that spirit of prosely-

tism which is so unworthy of the followers of
Christ, but which will otherwise demolish as

fast as we build. In short, be it our duty in all

things "to show ourselves approved unto God,
as workmen that need not to be ashamed, rightly

dividing the word of truth," " taking heed to

the ministry, which we have received in the

Lord, that we fulfil it."

Another proposition, which I confess I had
much at heart, I should have laid before this

Convention ; but its fate has, I fear, been already

determined ; I mean, an invitation to all sincere

Christians to unite with us in forming one
church, and in abolishing those dissensions

which are so contrary to our profession. There
is no one here present but must cordially wish
for such a union, provided it did not require a
sacrifice of those points which are deemed es-

sentials by our church ; from them we have not
the power to retreat. But in such matters as

arc subject to human alteration, if, by a candid
discussion, they could be found capable of being
so modified as to remove the objections of any
sect of Christians who may be actuated by the

same catholic spirit, and thereby effect a union,

in that case, we should surely have reason to

rejoice, not only in the event, but also in being

the first to set an example to Christians which
it is the duty of all to follow ; and in convincing
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them that there is infinitely more religion in not

contending, than in those things about which
they contend. There appear, however, so

many difficulties, so many obstacles to this

great work, in the opinion of those whose judg-

ment I much respect, that I do not mean to

take up your time by making a direct proposi-

tion upon it. But if any of the members here

present should be acquainted with circumstan-

ces which may justify a conclusion that those

apparent difficulties may be removed, or that

the end mentioned can be effected by any means
which have occurred to them, consistently with

the fundamental principles of our own church,

I doubt not but this (llonvention would gladly

hear both the one and the other.

You see, respected lay brethren, with what
difficulty the pastoral office is surrounded.

You see the weight of that burden we have to

support. But you see also that we are not dis-

mayed, but anxious to encounter those difficul-

ties, or support that burden, with a fortitude

and a faithfulness proportionate to their magni-

tude. It must be remembered, however, that

our success, next to the divine blessing, depends

upon the zealous assistance which the most re-

spectable lay members of the church in each

parish shall afford. Much indeed depends upon
your example ; upon the influence which the real

concern you discover for the prosperity of the

church must have upon the minds of the people

in general. Are you constant and exemplary in

your attendance upon divine worship 1 Are you

particularly observant of that excellent mode of

worship which our church has adopted ? Do you
refrain from countenancing those teachers, the

validity of whose ministry the church does not

admit ] Do you evince an earnest zeal for the

prosperity of our Zion \ The example will be,

and, I am happy to say, is already, felt and fol-

lowed, wherever it is fortunately held forth to

public view.

Let me exhort you, brethren, be emulous in

setting such an example in your respective par-

ishes. Your pastors tremble at their insuffi-

ciency for their momentous undertaking. Be it

yours to lessen the burden of the ministerial

functions, by offices of affection, of kindness, and

respect. Be it yours ever to say, " If I forget

thee, O Zion, let my right hand forget her cun-

ning ; if I do not remember thee, let my tongue

cleave to the roof of my mouth, if I prefer not

Zion above my chief joy."

Bishop Madison reported the state of the

churches visited by him since the last Conven-
tion, and also laid before the Convention the

reports made to him by sundry visiters, which
reports were read, and ordered to lie on the table.

Dr. Bracken, from the committee appointed

to examine the returns of the sitting members,
reported. That the committee had, according to

order, examined the same, and found that the

returns from the following parishes, viz., An-
trim, Berkeley, Bristol, Bromfield, Bruton, Dale,

Frederick, Fredericksville, Henrico, Hungars,

James City, Kingston, King William, Lexing-

ton, Littleton, Manchester, Nottoway, St. An-

drews, St. Bride, St. David, St. George (Acco-
mack), St. James Northam, St. Margaret, St.

Martin, St. Paul (Hanover), St. Stephen, St.

Thomas, South Farnham, Southam, Washing-
ton, Westover, and York Hampton, were made
agreeably to the canons.

Dr. Bracken, from the committee appointed

to examine the treasurer's accounts, reported,

That the committee had, according to order,

examined the same, and found them justly and
fairly stated, and that there is a balance in his

hands of 139/. 19*. Id.

On motion, Resolved, That permission be

given to the Vestry and Trustees of the Parish

of St. George (Accomack) to sell the glebe in

the said parish, for the purpose of purchasing one
in a more eligible situation, provided it can be

done to the advantage of this church.

Ordered, That the treasurer pay to the dep-

uties to the late General Convention any bal-

ances which may be due to ihem on account of

their expenses in attending the said Conven-
tion.

The Convention, according to the order of the

day, resolved itself into a committee of the whole
Convention on the canons concerning vestries

and trustees, concerning conventions, &c., &c.,

and after some time spent therein, Mr. President

resumed the chair, and Mr. Charles B. Jones
reported, That the committee had, according to

order, had the said canons under their consider-

ation, and had made several amendments there-

to, which were read by the secretary, and agreed
to by the Convention.

Ordered,That the said canons, with the amend-
ments, be engrossed, and read a third time.

The Convention adjourned until 10 o'clock

to-morrow morning.

Saturday, May 4.

An engrossed canon concerning vestries and
trustees was read the third time.

Resolved, That the canon do pass, and that

the title be, " A canon concerning vestries and
trustees."

An engrossed canon concerning conventions

was read the third time.

Resolved, That the canon do pass, and that

the title be, " A canon concerning conventions."

An engrossed canon concerning presbyteries

was read the third time.

Resolved, That the canon do pass, and that

the title be, " A canon concerning presbyteries."

An engrossed canon concerning bishops was
read the third time.

Resolved, That the canon do pass, and that

the title be, " A canon concerning bishops."

An engrossed canon concerning the ordination

of priests and deacons, and their duties, was read

a third time.

Resolved, That the canon do pass, and that

the title be, " A canon concerning the ordination

of priests and deacons, and their duties."

An engrossed canon concerning the induction

of ministers into parishes was read a third time.

Resolved, Thai the canon do pass, and that

the title be, " A canon concerning the induction

of ministers into parishes."
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An engrossed canon concerning offences, and
the mode of proceeding against offending min-
isters, was read the third tune.

Resolved, That the canon do pass, and that

the title be, " A canon concerning offences, and
the mode of proceeding against offending min-
isters."

An engrossed canon concerning the appoint-
ment and duties of a standing committee was
read the third time.

Resolved, That the canon do pass, and that

the title be, " A canon concerning the appoint-

ment and duties of a standing committee."
An engrossed canon concerning the manner

of granting testimonials to citizens candidates
for parishes was read a third lime.

Resolved, That the canon be rejected.

An engrossed canon concerning a treasurer
was read the third tune.

Resolved, That the canon do pass, and that

the title be, " A canon concerning a treasurer."
An engrossed canon rescinding certain ordi-

nances and canons was read the third time.

Resolved, That the canon do pass, and that
the title be, " A canon rescinding certain ordi-

nances and canons."

Resolved, That the Rev. John Buchanan be
appointed treasurer for the ensuing year.

Resolved, That it be recommended to the
several parishes within this commonwealth, to

send each the sum of fifteen dollars to the Rev.
Mr. Buchanan, treasurer, on or before the tirst

Tuesday in May next, to be applied by the Con-
vention towards compensating the bishop for

his services, and expenses incurred in his visi-

tations, and to the general purposes of the Prot-
estant Episcopal Church in this state.

Resolved, That the treasurer be instructed
to send to the several visiters of districts a list

of the arrearages due from the parishes within
their respective districts, and that it be recom-
mended to the visiters to use their endeavours
to have the said arrearages collected and trans-
mitted to the treasurer.

Resolved, That the visitatorial districts con-
tinue as at present arranged.

Resolved, That the Rev. Henry J. Burgess
be appointed visiter of District No. 2, in the
room of the Rev. George Gurley, who has re-

signed his parish; the Rev. Charles Crawford,
visiter of District No. 7 ; the Rev. Thomas An-
drews, visiter of District No. 18, in the room of
the Rev. Thomas Davis, who has removed ; the
Rev. Robert Buchan, visiter of District No. 19;
the Rev. I'hoinas Davis, visiter of District No,
20, in the room of the Rev. Brian Fairfax, re-
signed

; and the Rev. James Thompson, visiter
of District No. 21, m the room of the Rev. James
Craig, infirm.

Rcfiolved, That Samuel Shield, Robert An-
drews, Joseph Prentis, Cyrus Gritfin, Joseph
Hornsby, and James Henderson, be appointed a
standing committee for the ensuing year.
On motion. Resolved, That a committee be

appointed to examine Mr. Overstreet, a candi-
date for holy orders, and rrport to the Conven-
tion whether, in their opinions, the dispensing
with the knowledge of the Latin and Greek lan-

guages in the examination of the said Mr. Over-
street before the bishop will be of use to the
church in this state ; and a committee was ap-
pointed of Dr. M'Croskey, Dr. Cameron, Mr.
Henderson, Mr. Balmain, and Mr. Buchanan.
A resolution of the last General Convention

having been communicated to the Convention,
which is in these words, " Resolved, That it be
made known to the several state Conventions,
that it is proposed to consider and determine, in

the next General Convention, on the propriety
of investing the House of Bishops with a full

negative upon the proceedings of the other
house ;" Resolved, unanimously, I'hat the dep-
uties from the Protestant Episcopal Church m
this state to the next General Convention, be
instructed to express the highest disapprobation
of this Convention respecting the investing of
the House of Bishops with such negative.

Resolved, That the said deputies be further
instructed to use their utmost endeavours to

obtain a repeal of the sixth additional canon
passed at the last General Convention.

Resolved, That the Convention proceed im-
mediately to the choice of two deputies to attend
any General Convention of the Protestant Epis-
copal Church in the United States of America,
which may be called before the next meeting of
the Convention of the said church in this slate.

The Convention having accordingly balloted,

Mr. Crawford and Mr. M'Rae were appointed
a committee to examine the ballots ; who, having
withdrawn, alter some time returned into the
Convention, and reported, That they had ex-
amined the same, and found the votes unani-
mously in favour of the Rev. Dr. Sanmel S.
M'Croskey and Robert Andrews, Esq.

Resolved, That the sum of one hundred
pounds be allowed to the Right Rev. Dr. Madi-
son, for his services as bishop in this church
for the last year, and for expenses incurred in his

visitations, and that the treasurer pay the same.
The president signed the canons passed this

day.

Resolved, That 300 copies of the Journal of
this Convention be printed, under the inspection
of the Rev. Mr. Buchanan ; and that the bishop's

charge, the canons passed by this Convention,
the general constitution, and the general canons,
be annexed.

Dr. M'Croskey, from the committee appointed
to examine Mr. Overstreet, Reported, That the

committee found they should not have sufficient

time to examine into the qualifications of Mr.
Overstreet during the present session of Con-
vention ; and had therefore instructed him to

move that they should be discharged from pro-
ceeding further in the examination, which was
agreed to.

Resolved, That the Rev. Dr. M'Croskey be
requested to preach before the next Convention.

Resolved, That the next Convention be held
in the city of Richmond.

Resolved, That the treasurer pay five dollars

to the doorkeeper for his services.

The Convention adjourned.

Signed, James Madison, President.

Attest, KoBEBT Andkkws, Secretary.
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CANONS FOR THE GOVERNMENT OF THE PROT-
ESTANT EPISCOPAL CHURCH IN THIS STATE.

1. A Canon concerning Vestries and Trustees.

1. In each parish within the Commonwealth
of Virginia, there shall be triennially elected, on
Easter-Monday, if fair, otherwise on the next

fair day, at some convenient place (of which

due notice shall be given), by the freeholders

and housekeepers who are members of the

Protestant Episcopal Church within such parish,

and reg\ilarly contribute to the support of the

minister, where there is one, and to the com-
mon exigences of the church within the parish,

twelve of the most able and discreet men of

their society, of the above description and quali-

fications, to be a vestry for such parish, and

trustees of their property for the three succeed-

ing years. Intermediate vacancies occasioned

by death, removal, or resignation, shall be filled

by the remaining vestrymen and trustees, and

those so chosen shall have power to act until

the time of the next general election ; the first

general election shall be in the year of our Lord
1796.

2. Every vestryman shall, before he acts in

office, subscribe in the vestry-book of his parish

to be conformable to the doctrine, disciplme.

and worship of the Protestant Episcopal Church
in the United States of America, and to the

orders and canons of the said church in this

state.

3. Each vestry, at their first meeting after

their election, shall choose two of their members
to be church-wardens, who shall superintend

the next general election of vestrymen, judge

of the qualifications of voters, and certify the

names of the persons chosen. They shall be

considered as the acting part of the vestry, and

shall see that the orders and resolutions of the

vestry be carried into execution.

4. In case of the nonattendance of the church-

wardens at an election of vestrymen and trustees

in any parish, the minister, or, if he be absent, or

if there be no minister in the parish, any two

vestrymen, or if there be no vestrymen present,

any two reputable inhabitants of the parish, who
are members of this church, may be appointed

to superintend the election.

5. If any person elected a vestryman and

trustee shall neglect or refuse to attend two

successive meetings of the body, having had

due notice thereof, he may be considered as

having vacated his office ; and the remaining

vestrymen and trustees may elect into his place

some other able and discreel man of their so-

ciety.

6. In any parishes which have neglected to

elect vestries and trustees agreeably to the ordi-

nances heretofore in force, or which shall here-

after neglect to make such election as herein

directed, the members of the Protestant Epis-

copal Church within such parishes may, at any

time afterward within six months, elect vestries

and trustees in the manner herein directed.

And in all cases where elections have not been

held, or shall not be held, at the periods fixed

for general elections, the foiaier vestries and

trustees shall continue to act until elections

shall be held as hereby directed ; or, if no elec-

tions shall he held, until a future Convention
shall take some order in the matter. Provided
nevertheless. That where any parish which had
failed to elect vestrymen and trustees at the

time appointed for a general election, hath since

elected the same, such election is hereby decla-

red to be valid.

7. The vestries respectively, with the min-
ister, where there is one, shall hold and enjoy
all glebes, lands, churches, books, plate, and
other property now belonging or hereafter ac-

cruing to iht Protestant Episcopal Church within
their respective parishes, as trustees for the

benefit of the society ; and may improve or

demise the lands during the vacancy of a min-
ister, but may not demise lands allowed for the

minister's habitation or use, without his con-

sent. They may also use, improve, or dispose

of all personal properly, and the produce, rents,

and profits of lands and buildings (not appropri-

ated for the minister) belonging to this church,

for the benefit of the society in erecting or re-

pairing churches, glebe-houses, or otherwise
;

and may make such rules and orders for mana-
ging the temporal affairs and concerns of the

church (not contrary to nor inconsistent with

the rules and orders of Convention) within their

respective parishes, as they shall think most
conducive to its interest and prosperity, and for

carrying into execution the orders and canons
for government and discipline, or other spiritual

purposes, which shall be framed by this or any
future Convention. They shall have the sole

power of directing the payment of money be-

longing to the church within their respective

parishes, and of appointing a clerk, and such

other officers of the church as they shall think

proper, and of removing them when they shall

see cause. All their proceedings shall be fairly

entered in a book to be kept for that purpose.

8. A meeting of the body, to be called by the

minister, or, if he be absent, or in case of a
vacancy, by the church-wardens, or by a chuich-

wardeii, if but one within the parish, or by any
two vestrymen, if there be no minister or church-

warden, shall be had as often as may be neces-

sary. In these meetings, the minister shall have

a vote equal to, and not greater than, a vestry-

man, in all questions except for the demise of

the glebe-lands assigned for his residence or

use, in which he shall have a negative. Seven
members shall be sufficient to constitute a meet-
ing ; and all questions shall be decided by a

majority of those present. Provided always,

That in the induction of a minister, and in grant-

ing testimonials to candidates for orders, the

votes of six members at least shall be neces-

sary.

9. If any minister of a parish shall neglect or

refuse to call a meeting of the vestry, when re-

quested by two or more vestrymen, the church-

wardens, or church-warden, if but one within the

parish, may call a meeting ; or if there be no

church-warden, or if the church-wardens or

church-warden neglect or refuse when requested,

any two vestrymen may call a meeting.
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10. No sale of that kind of property which
may be considered as principal or stock, belong-

ing to this church in any parish, shall be made
without the consent of the Convention.

2. A Canon concerning Conventions.

1. There shall be a Convention of the Prot-

estant Episcopal Church in this commonwealth
on the first Tuesday of May in every year,

in such place as shall be agreed on by the

Convention. A Convention shall consist of

two deputies from each parish, of whom the

minister shall be one, if there be a minisier, and

the other shall be a layman, to be annually

chosen by the vestry. If there be no minister

in any parish, two lay deputies shall be chosen.

Twenty-five deputies, thus qualified or appointed,

shall be a Convention
;
provided always, that

if a sufficient number to form a Convention shall

not attend on any day, any five members then

assembled shall have power to adjourn.

2. Special Conventions may be called at other

times, in the manner hereafter to be provided

for.

3. Each member shall, on taking his seat,

deliver in to the secretary of the Convention a

testimonial of his being regularly qualified or

appointed, signed by one or both of the church-

wardens, or by the clerk of the vestry, of the

parish he represents.

4. A person shall preside in Convention with

the name of president, who shall always be a

bishop, when there is one present properly con-

secrated and settled in the church. If there be

no bishop present, the Convention shall appoint

some other member of their body president.

If there be more bishops than one in Conven-
tion, they shall have the right of presiding in

rotation.

5. A secretary shall be appointed by the

Convention, who shall continue in office during
good behaviour. He shall keep a record of their

acts and proceedings, and have the custody of

the records, so long as he shall continue in

office.

6. The Convention shall establish standing

rules for the preservation of decorum, and the

orderly management of business.

7. Conventions shall regulate all the religious

concerns of the Protestant Episcopal Church
within this state, its doctrines, discipline, and
worship, and institute such rules and regulations

as they may judge necessary for the good gov-
ernment (hereof, and the same revoke and alter

at their pleasure. Provided always. That the

powers hereby declared shall not be so con-
strued as to affect any powers e.xclusively vest-

ed in the General Convention of the Protestant

Episcopal Church in the United States of

America.

8. All questions before the Convention shall

be determined by a majority of votes.

3. A Canon concerning Presbyteries.

1. The clergy of the several neighbouring
pari-shes, not less than three nor more than ten,

shall assemble in presbytery annually, on some
Monday in April, and at other times, if thereto

required, at some convenient place in the dis-

trict. The arrangement of the parishes into

districts "4"or this purpose shall be by the Con-
vention, who shall also appoint in each district

one of the said ministers, to preside at their

meetings with the title of visiter. The visiter

shall name the place and time of meeting of the

presbyteries ; shall annually visit each parish in

his district ; shall attend to and inspect the morals

and conduct of the clergy ; shall see that the

canons and rules of the church are observed and
practised ; shall admonish and reprove privately

those clergymen who are negligent or act in an

unbecoming manner ; and shall report yearly to

the bishop, if there be one, or if there be no
bishop, to the next Convention, the state of each

parish in his district.

2. It shall be the business of the presbytery,

when assembled, to instruct and examine candi-

dates for holy orders within their respective dis-

tricts, to prescribe to them a thesis or text, and
give them proper directions for composing a

discourse on the same. And it shall be the

duty of every candidate for holy orders to make
application to the presbytery of his district for

such instruction and examination.

4. A Canon concerning Bishops.

1. Every person to officiate as a bishop of the

Protestant Episcopal Church in this state, shall

be nominated to that office by the Convention ;

and, having received episcopal consecration,

shall, before he enters on his office, subscribe

to conform to the doctrine, discipline, and wor-

ship of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the

United States of America, and to the orders and
canons of the said church in this state.

2. Every bishop, after his promotion to the

episcopal order, may continue to hold a parish,

and to do the duty of a parish minister, except

when he is necessarily employed in the discharge

of his episcopal office.

3. No bishop shall inflict any censure on, or

exercise any power over, the clergy under his

inspection, other than he is allowed to do by the

laws and institutions of this church made in

Convention.

4. Bishops, after every visitation, shall report

the state of the church in the different parishes

to the Convention.

5. Bishops shall have power to call special

meetings of the Convention ; to grant testi-

monials to all persons who are candidates for

parishes, and who are not citizens of this state
;

to make such representations on behalf of this

church, as may from time to time be expedient

;

to give advice on difficulties propounded to them
concerning this church during the recess of

Convention ; and to correspond with any society

or societies of the Protestant Episcopal Church
in these United States, on any matters relating

to this church, which several powers shall be

exercised only with advice of the standing com-
mittee.

6. Bishops shall be amenable to the Conven-
tion, wlio shall be a court to try them, from
which there shall be no appeal. On all such
occasions, a bishop shall preside.
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7. All accusations against a bishop, as such,

shall be on oath ; but no accusation against a

bishop shall be received unless three respectable

persons join in the complaint. All complaints

agamst a bishop shall be lodged with the stand-

ing committee ; and a copy of the charge or

charges to be brought against him shall be com-
municated to him m writing, at least two months
before the trial. Counsel may be employed on
both sides, and none but viva voce evidence shall

be admitted

8. If a complaint be against a bishop, as a

minister of a parish, it may be brought as is

directed in the canon concerning offences and
the mode of proceeding agamst offending min-
isters, except that the complaint shall be made
to the standing committee ; and the subsequent

proceedings thereon shall be before the Conven-
tion ; and in like manner, as herein prescribed,

where the complaint is made against him as a

bishop.

9. Disorderly, scandalous, and immoral con-

duct, neglect of duty, a disregard to the rules

and canons of the church, or taking a bribe to

grant either ordination or a recommendation
for a vacant parish, shall be considered as of-

fences in a bishop for which he may be brought

to trial ; and on being convicted of any of these,

he shall be reproved, suspended, or degraded.

5. A Canon concerning the Ordination of
Priests and Deacons, and their Duties.

1. Every person to be ordained priest or

deacon by any bishop of this church, shall pro-

duce such testimonials of his good morals and
orderly conduct as are required by the canons

of the General Convention, from the clergy as-

sembled in the district where he for some time

last resided, and from the vestry of the parish

where he last lived, provided there be in the

district a sufficient number of clergymen to form

a presbytery ; otherwise a testimonial from the

minister and vestry of his parish, or from the

vestry alone, if the parish be vacant, shall be

deemed sufficient : Provided also. That the can-

didate is not an inhabitant of some other state,

and intended to minister in some parish or con-

gregation in a neighbouring state. No person

shall be ordained until due examination Had by

the bishop and tn^o priests.

2. Ministers shall, at their churches and other

convenient places, instruct children, and such

ignorant persons as may require it, in their

catechism, and the principles of the Christian

religion as maintained by this church ; pro-

vided that this duty may be dispensed with

during the inclement winter months. They
shall also explain the nature of confirmation,

and instruct and prepare their parishioners

for it.

3. Ministers shall wear a surplice during the

time of prayer at public worship, in places where
they are provided ; shall wear gowns when they

preach, where they conveniently can ; and shall

at all times wear apparel suitable to the gravity

of their profession.

4. Ministers may encourage people to as-

semble together in email societies at convenient

times for their edification, and may visit, super-

intend, and instruct such societies at their meet-
ings

;
provided they shall not do it to the en-

couragement of idleness, or to the injury of pri-

vate families.

5. Ministers officiating in this church, whether
bishops, priests, or deacons, shall preach once
at least on every Lord's day, and at other stated

seasons, unless prevented by some sufficient

cause. They may, at their discretion, preach
also at other times, when opportunities shall

offer of edifying the church. Bishops and priests

shall adniinisLer the sacrament of the Lord's
Supper at least four times in the year at each
church or place of worship in their respective

parishes, and shall visit the sick when called

on for that purpose. Deacons as well as priests

shall baptize ; and may solemnize marriages,

and assist in administering the sacrament of the

Lord's Supper, but they shall not consecrate

the elements.

6. A Canon concerning the Induction of Min-
isters into Parishes.

1. The right of presentation, or appointing

ministers to serve in the parishes, shall continue

in the vestries, and each vestry shall choose its

own minister.

2. No minister shall be received into a parish

who does not first produce to the vestry satis-

factory testimonials of his morals, conduct, and
conversation, from the person or persons ap-

pointed by the Convention to inquire into such
matters, and grant such testimonials.

3. No person shall be received into any parish

within this commonwealth as a minister, unless

he first produce to the vestry sufficient testi-

monials of his having been regularly ordained a

priest or deacon by some Protestant bishop, and

of having taken the oath of allegiance to this

commonwealth, and subscribe to be conformable

to the doctrine, discipline, and worship of the

Protestant Episcopal Church of the United States

of America, and to the orders and canons of the

said church in this state ; nor until he shall have
entered into a contract in writing with the vestry

or trustees on behalf of the society within such

parish, by which it shall be stipulated and de-

clared, that he holds the appointment subject to

removal, agreeably to the rules and canons of the

Convention of the Protestant Episcopal Church
in this state. Provided, That any person who
hath been ordained by a bishop of the Church
of Rome may also be received as a minister,

who shall produce satisfactory testimonials re-

specting his ordination, morals, and conduct,

take the oath, and subscribe as aforesaid.

4. No minister shall be allowed to hold more
than one parish at the same time. Neverthe-

less, a minister may, if called thereto by the

vestry, preach in a neighbouring parish or par-

ishes during a vacancy therein ; and may re-

ceive a compensation for his services, provided

he has the consent of his own vestry, and does

not neglect the duties of his parish.

5. Every minister shall reside within his parish,

unless a majority of his vestry shall agree to

dispense with hia residence, and shall at no
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time leave it for more than one month without

the consent of the said vestry.

6. No person having deacon's orders only

shall be allowed as such to hold a parish, after

he hath officiated eighteen months as a deacon,

and attained the age of twenty-five years.

7. A Canon concerning Offences, and the mode

of proceeding against offending Ministers,

1. Disorderly, scandalous, and immoral con-

duct, neglect of d\)ty, a disregard to the rules

and canons of the church, or taking a bribe to

recommend either for ordmation or a parish, are

offences for which a minister, whether beneficed

or not, may be brought to trial.

2. District courts shall be instituted to ex-

amine into and decide on complamts exhibited

against ministers, which courts shall be com-
posed of one clergyman and one vestryman from
each parish of the district in which the accused
minister resides, the parish excepted to which
the accused minister belongs, or in which he re-

sides. The appointment of the vestrymen shall

be by their respective vestries, and by lot. The
visiter of the district shall preside, unless he be
the accuser or the accused person ; in either of

which cases, the oldest clergyman in orders
shall be the president. Provided nevertheless,

That where the number of settled clergymen in

the district be less than two, the president shall

call for a clergyman from a neighbouring dis-

trict. And moreover, if, when the court as-

sembles, the number of vestrymen shall be found
to exceed the number of clergymen present, so

many vestrymen shall be withdrawn by lot as

shall be necessary to equalize the numbers of
the two orders.

3 Any number of members not less than
three, two of whom shall be clergymen, shall be
sufficient to constitute a court.

4. Complaints against a minister shall be on
oath, and directed to the visiter of the district

in which the accused minister resides ; or, where
there is no visiter, or where the visiter exhibits

the complaint, or is the person accused, to a

member of the presbytery in the said district.

The visiter, or member of the presbytery, as the
case may be, shall forthwith appoint a convenient
time and place for the trial within the parish
where the accused minister officiates or resides,

and shall take care that the members who are
to compose the court may have timely informa-
tion the.reof The courts shall appoint their

clerks occasionally for such trials ; and no ves-
tryman shall sit on the trial of an accused min-
ister belonging to or residing in the parish to
which such vestryman belongs.

5. In every complaint the offence or offences
shall be slated, and the accused minister shall

be furnished with a copy of the charges brought
against him, and with notice of his intended
trial, at least one month before the trial.

6. The visiter, or person to whom the com-
plaint shall be made, shall cite the accused
minister before the appointed court, which shall,

unless the person accused is prevented from at-

tendmg by sickness, proceed to the trial. Vtvd
oor.e evidence shall only be admitted, and that

upon oath ; and counsel may be employed on
both sides.

7. If the court shall be of opinion that the ac-
cused minister is guilty of the charge or charges
brought against him, or of any of them, they
shall proceed to pass sentence, which shall be
none other than reproof or suspension.

8. In all cases where the court shall be of
opinion that the offence deserves suspension,

they shall take the depositions of witnesses, and
shall without delay report their proceedings and
the depositions to the bishop ; or, if there be no
bishop of the church in this state, to the chair-

man of the standing committee ; and the bishop,

with the standing committee, or, if there be no
bishop, the standing committee, or a majority

of them in either case, shall be; and are hereby
constituted and appointed a court, in the last

resort, to try the offender. If, on considering

the case, they do not acquit him, they shall

either confirm the sentence of the district court,

or pass such other sentence as a majority of
them shall think the offence deserves, which
shall be either reproof or degradation Pro-
vided always. That if there be no bishop of this

church settled in the state, and the offences for

which any minister may be suspended by a dis-

trict court shall appear to the standing com-
mittee to merit the punishment of degradation,

the standing committee shall not in that case
pronounce sentence of degradation, but shall

request the attendance of any bishop of this

church in a neighbouring state, who shall, on
the trial and in pronouncing sentence, be vested
with as full and ample powers as a bishop of
this church settled in the state would have.

9. If a minister, while under the sentence
of suspension, shall nevertheless continue to

execute the functions of the clerical office, on
satisfactory proof thereof being made to the
bishop, or standing committee, if there be no
bishop, the sentence of degradation shall bo
passed on him.

8. A Canon concerning the Appointment and
Duties of a Standing Committee.

1. A standing committee, consisting of six

persons, shall be annually appointed by the Con-
vention. They shall be considered in office

from the end of the session of the Convention
in which they are appointed, and shall continue
in office until the end of the next annual session
of Convention. Any four of them shall be a
sufficient number to do business.

2. The standing committee shall have power,
when there is no bishop of this church settled
in this state, to call meetings of the Convention
when they shall think them necessary ; to grant
testimonials to all persons candidates for par-
ishes, and not citizens of this state, who may
apply for the same ; to make such representa-
tions on behalf of the church as may from time
to time be expedient ; to give advice on diffi-

culties propounded to them concerning the
church during the recess of Convention ; to
correspond with any society or societies of the
Protestant Episcopal Church in these United
States, on any matters relating to the church

;
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and to do all other things assigned to them by
the rules and canons of the Protestant Episcopal
Church in the United States of America passed
in General Convention, or in Convention of the

said church in this state.

9. A Canon concerning a Treasurer.

1. There shall be appointed annually by the

Convention a treasurer of this church in this state,

who shall be a man of good character and respon-

sibility. He shall be removable at the pleasure

of the Convention ; but, unless so removed, shall

continue in office until the end of the next annual

session of a Convention after his appointment.

2. He shall keep a fair and exact account of

all moneys received and paid away by him ; and
shall lay before the Convention annually, or

oftener if thereto required, a full and accurate

statement of his accounts. He shall pay no

money but by direction of the Convention, and
shall in all things relating to his oiVice conform
to their orders and regulations. For his services

he shall be allowed a compensation of five per
cent, on all moneys received by him.

10. A Canon rescinding certain Ordinances and
Canons.

1. Whereas a general code of canons for the
regulation and government of the Protestant
Episcopal Church in this state has been framed
by this present Convention, all ordinances and
canons in force prior to the meeting of this Con-
vention shall be, and they are hereby rescinded.
Provided nevertheless. That nothing in this

canon shall be construed to affect any rights,

remedies, forfeitures, or penalties, which have
accrued, been vested, or incurred, prior to the
passing of this canon.

Journal of a Convention of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the State of Virginia, held in the

City of Richmond, May 6th, 1794.

A List of the Members of the Convention.

Parishes.

Abingdon,
Bristol,

Bruton,

Christ Church (Lancaster),

Dale,

Frederick,

Fredericksville,

Henrico,

James City,

King William,

Littleton,

Manchester,
Martin's Brandon,
Nottoway,
St. Andrews,
St. David,

St. George (Accomack),
St. John,

St. Paul (Hanover),

York Hampton,

Clergymen.

Andrew Syme.

Needier Robinson.
Alexander Balmain.

Matthew Maury.
John Buchanan.
James Madison (P. and B.).

William Cameron.
John J. Spooner.

John Cameron.

Cave Jones.

James Price.

James Henderson.

Lay Deputies.

Warner Lewis.

G. K. Taylor.

Robert Andrews.
Raleigh W. Downman,
W. Eustace.

Reuben Lindsay.

William Foushee.
William Browne.
John Harris.

James Deane.
David Patteson.

Robt. Fitzgerald.

W. E. Broadnax.

Joseph Gwatney.

Drury Ragsdale.

Thomas Tinsley, John Garland.
Hugh Nelson.

• The Rev. Sewall Chapin and Samuel Tyler, Esqrs., from the parish of Westover, arrived on
the second day too late to take their seats in Convention.

On Tuesday, the sixth day of May, in the

year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred

and ninety -four, being the day appointed for the

meeting of the Convention of the Protestant

Episcopal Church in the commonwealth of Vir-

ginia, a sufficient number of members to pro-

ceed on business having convened.
The Right Rev. Bishop Madison took his seat

as President of the Convention.

Robert Andrews took his seat as Secretary

of the Convention.

Ordered, That a committee be appointed to

examine the returns of the sitting members, and

to report thereon : And a committee was ap-

pointed of Mr. Nelson, Mr. Patterson, Rev. Mr.

J. Cameron, and Rev. Mr. Maury.

A motion being made by Mr. Nelson, and sec-

E

onded by Mr. Patteson, that the Convention
come to this resolution. Resolved, That a com-
mittee be appointed to inquire into the proceed-
ings of all the Conventions of the church within
the state, since the repeal of the law incorpora-

ting the church, as well as into the proceedings
of the several General Conventions, and to make
report, with their opinion thereon, to this Con-
vention, the resolution was read by the sec-

retary.

Ordered, That the said resolution lie on the

table.

Ordered, That a committee be appointed to

examine the treasurer's accounts : And a com-
mittee was appointed of Mr. Patteson, Rev. Mr.
W. Cameron, Rev, Mr. Balmain, and Mr. Lind-

say.
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A letter from the Rev. John H. Saunders, ad-

dressed to the president, was laid before the

Convention and read ; whereupon the Conven-

tion came to the following resolution :

—

Resolved, That the mode of communicating,

by letter, sentiments on subjects proper for the

discussion of the Convention, is irregular in in-

dividual members of the church.

Papers from the parishes of James City and

Blisland, recommending Mr. Benjamin Brown
for holy orders, and that examination in the

Latin and Greek languages might be dispensed

with, were read, and ordered to be referred to a

committee, consisting of Mr. Brown, Rev. Mr.

J. Cameron, Rev. Mr. Maury, Mr. Garland, and

Rev. Mr. Henderson.

Papers from Accomack parish to the same

effect in favour of Mr. Isaac Foster were read,

and ordered to be referred to the same commit-

tee.

The Convention adjourned until 10 o'clock

to-morrow morning.

Wednesday, May 7.

Mr. Brown, from the committee appointed to

examine the papers relative to Mr. Benjamin

Brown and Mr. Isaac Foster, reported, That the

committee had, according to order, examined

the same, <T,nd had come to a resolution thereon,

which was read, and agreed to by two thirds of

the Convention, as follows :

—

Resolved, That it is the opinion of this com-
mittee, that the dispensing with the knowledge

of the Greek and Latin languages in the exam-
ination of the said Mr. Benjamin Brown and

Mr. Isaac Foster for holy orders, may be of ad-

vantage to the Episcopal Church in this state.

Mr. Nelson, from the committee appointed to

examine the returns of the sitting members, re-

ported. That the committee had, according to

order, examined the same, and had found that

the returns from the following parishes, viz.,

Abingdon, Bristol, Bruton, Christ Church (Lan-

caster), Dale, Frederick, Fredericksvillc, Hen-
rico, James City, King William, Littleton, Man-
chester, Martin's Brandon, Nottoway, St. An-
drews, St. David, St. George (Accomack), St.

John, St. Paul (Hanover), and York Hampton,
were made agreeably to the canon.

Resolved, That the Convention proceed by

ballot to the choice of two deputies to attend

any General Convention of the Protestant Epis-

copal Church in the United States of America,
which may ineci before the next meeting of the

Convention of the said church in this state.

The Convention having accordingly balloted,

Mr. Foushee and Mr. Henderson were appoint-

ed a committee to examine the ballots ; who,
having withdrawn, after some time returned into

the Convention, and reported. That they had
found a majority of the votes of the w^hole Con-
vf-niion in favour of the Rev. Dr. Samuel S.

M'Croskey and Robert Andrews, Esqrs.

Resolved, unanimously. That the deputies to

th« next General Convention from the Protest-

ant Episcopal Church in this etate be instructed

to express the highest disapprobation of this

Convention, respecting the investing of the

House of Bishops with a fall negative upon tha

proceedings of the House of Deputies.

Resolved, That the said deputies be also in-

structed to use their endeavours to have the

sixth additional canon, passed at the last Gen-
eral Convention, so amended as to vest the war-

dens, vestrymen, or trustees of any parish, with

the power of granting permission to any clergy-

man of this church to preach or read prayers in

the churches under their care, whenever they

shall be of opinion that the interests of religion

will be thereby promoted.

Bishop Madison reported the state of the

churches visited by him since the last Conven-

tion.

Mr. Balmain, from the committee appointed

to examine the treasurer's accounts, reported,

That the committee had, according to order, ex-

amined the same, and found them justly and

fairly stated ; and that there is in his hands a

balance of 87/. 18s. l^d.

Resolved, That the treasurer's accounts do

pass.

Resolved, That the Rev. John Buchanan be

appointed treasurer for the ensuing year.

Resolved, That Samuel Shield, Robert An-
drews, Joseph Prentis, Cyrus Griffin, Joseph

Hornsby, and James Henderson, be appointed a

standing committee for the ensuing year.

Resolved, That it be recommended to the

several parishes within this commonwealth to

send each the sum of fifteen dollars to the

Rev. Mr. Buchanan, treasurer, in the city of

Richmond, on or before the first Tuesday in

May next, to be applied by the Convention to-

wards compensating the bishop for his services,

and expenses incurred in his visitations, and to

the general purposes of the Protestant Episco-

pal Church in this state.

Resolved, That the visiters of districts be

requested to use their endeavours to have the

arrearages due from the parishes within their

respective districts collected and transmitted to

the treasurer.

Resolved, That the sum of one hundred

pounds be allowed to the Right Rev. Dr. Mad-
ison for his services as bishop of this church for

the last year, and for expenses incurred in hia

visitations, and that the treasurer pay the same.

Resolved, That the inhabitants of Tillotson

parish qualified by the canons to vote for ves-

trymen and trustees, be empowered to elect the

same on any day before the first day of January,

1795, in the manner prescribed by the canon
concerning vestries and trustees.

Resolved, That the Rev. Needier Robinson
be appointed visiter of District No. 3, in the

room of the Rev. John Cameron, who has left

the said district.

Resolved, That the Rev. Needier Robinson
be requested to preach before the next Conven-
tion.

Resolved, That the standing committee be

directed to address the members of the Prot-

estant Episcopal Church in the different par-

ishes of this slate, through their ministers, or

vestries, where there are no ministers, on the

situation of the church, and the nficespitv oJ
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complying with the requisitions of the Conven-
tion.

Resolved, That the next Convention meet in

the city of Richmond.
Resolved, That the treasurer pay twenty shil-

lings to the doorkeeper for his services.

Resolved, That 200 copies of the Journal of

this Convention be printed, under the inspection

of the Rev. Mr. Buchanan.
The Convention adjourned.

Signed, James Madison, President.

Attest, KoBT. Andrews, Secretary.

CONVENTION OF 1795.

A copy of the journals of this Convention could not be found.

Journal of a Convention of the Protestant Episcopal Church in Virginia, held at the Capitol in

the City of Richmond, May M, 1796.

Parishes.

Amherst,
Antrim,
Berkeley,

Blisland,

Botetourt,

Bristol,

Bruton,

Christ Church,
Cumberland,
Dale,

Ehzabeth City,

Frederick,

Fredericksville,

Hanover,

Hardy,
Henrico,

Hungars,
James City,

Manchester,

St. Andrew,

St. Asaph,

St David,

St. George (Ac),
St. George (Sp.),

St. James Northam,
St. Mark,

St. Martin (Ha.),

St. Paul (do.),

St. Stephen (K. & Q.),

St. Stephen (Nor.),

Shelburne,

Southam,
Ware,
Washington,
Weslover,

Wicomico,

York Hampton,

List of the Members of the

Clergymen.
William Crawford.

Alexander Hay.
Hugh C. Boggs.

Samuel Gray.

Andrew Syme.
John Bracken.
Daniel M-Naughton.
John Cameron.
Needier Robinson.

John Jones Spooner.

Alexander Balmain.

Matthew Maury.

John H. Reynolds.

John Buchanan.

Sam. S. M'Croskey.
Jas. Madison (B. & P.).

George Spierin.

Cave Jones.

James Stephenson.

John Woodville.

Peter Nelson.

John Seward.

Alex. M'Farland.

Elkanah Talley.

John O'Donnell.

Sewall Chapin.

Convention.

Lay Deputies.

Joseph Shelton.

Edward Herndon.
Burwell Bassett.

Alexander M'Rae.
Robt. Andrews.
James Ball.

Christopher Robertson.

James Wood.
John Walker.
Aaron Thornley,

:
Peter Jett.

Nathaniel Darby.

John Ambler.
David Patteson.

< John Dunn,

\ Charles B. Jones.

John \^'oolfolk,

( Thomas Fox,

\ \^'illiam Dabney.
John Reid.

William Lovell.

Archibald Bryce.

Robt. Slaughter, jr.

< Thomas Tinsley,

\ John Rowe.
( Thomas Hill,

\ William Fleet.

Abraham Beacham.

Brett Randolph.
William Hall.

Daniel M'Carty.

( Hopkins Hardy,

\ Tho. Hurst.

Thomas Griffin.

Ox Tuesday, the third day of May, in

the year of our Lord one thousand seven

hundred and ninety-six, being the day ap-

pointed for the annual meeting of the Con-
vention of the Protestant Episcopal Church
in the State of Virginia, a sufficient nuni-

E2

ber of members to proceed on business having

convened.

The Right Reverend Bishop Madison took

his .seat as President of the Convention.

Robert Andrews took his seat as Secretary

to the Convention.
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A committee, consisting of the Rev. Dr.

Cameron, Mr. Wood, Mr. Balmain, and Mr.

Jones, was appointed to examine and report on

the returns of the sitting members.

A committee, consistmgof Dr. Cameron, Mr.

Patteson, Mr. IBalmain, and Mr. Ambler, was

appointed to examine the treasurer's accounts,

and to report thereon.

Dr. M'Croskey and Mr. Andrews, deputies

to the last General Convention, reported the

proceedings of that body.

The accounts of the deputies to the last

General Convention, for their expenses, were

laid before ihe Convention, and referred to the

committee appointed to examme the treasurer's

accounts.

Dr. Cameron, from the committee appointed

to examine the returns of the sitting members,
which had been directed to withdraw for the

purpose of examining the same, reported. That
they had found the returns from the following

parishes, viz., Amherst, Antrim, Berkeley,

Biisland, Botetourt, Bristol, Bruton, Christ

Church (Lancaster), Cumberland, Dale, Eliza-

beth City, Frederick, Fredericksville, Hanover,
Hardy, Henrico, Hungars, James City, Man-
chester, St. Andrew, St. Asaph, St. David, St.

George (Accomack), St. George (Spotsylva-

nia), St. James Northam, St. Mark, St. Martin,

St. Paul (Hanover), St. Stephen (King and
Queen), St. Stephen (Northumberland), Shel-

burne, Southam, Ware, Washington, Wicomi-
co, Westover, and York Hampton, were made
agreeably to the canon.

The Convention resolved itself into a com-
mittee of the whole Convention on the state of
the church ; and after some time spent therein,

the committee rose, and Mr. Wood reported
progress, and asked for leave to sit again

;

whereon it was agreed that the Convention
will to-morrow resolve itself into a committee
of the whole Convention on the state of the

church.

The Convention adjourned to 10 o'clock to-

morrow.

Wednesday, May 4.

The Rev. Mr. Needier Robinson, according
to appointment, preached before the Conven-
tion.

The Right Rev. Bishop Madison laid before
the Convention a report of the visitation of
parishes made by him since the last Convention,
which was read.

The Convention resolved itself into a com-
mittee of the whole Convention on the state of
the church ; and after some time spent therein,

the committee rose, and Mr. Wood reported.
That the committee had taken under their con-
sideration the state of the church, and had
come to some resolutions thereon, which were
agreed to, as follows :

—

Resolved, unanimously, That it is the opin-
ion of this committee, that, by various acts of
the Legislature of Virginia, the property of the
church, formerly established by law, has been
confirmed to the Protestant Episcopal Church
in this state ; and that, therefore, any legisla-

tive interference without the consent of the said

church, by which its right to the said property

would be affected, would be a violation of the

rights of private property, and of one of the

fundamental principles of the present civil gov-

ernment.

Resolved, That the Convention ought to

present a memorial to the ensuing General As-
sembly, stating the grounds of the right of the

Protestant Episcopal Church to the glebes,

chin-ches, and other properly now held by the

said church in this state.

Mr. Bassett, Dr. Cameron, Mr. Andrews, Dr.

M'Croskey, Mr. Walker, and Mr. Maury, were
appointed a conunittee to draw the said me-
morial.

A petition was presented from the parish of

Cumberland, praying for leave to sell a part of

their glebe, for the purpose of raising money to

repair the buildings of the said glebe ; whereon it

was resolved, That the trustees of the parish of

Cumberland have the consent of this Conven-
tion to sell that part of the glebe-land of the

said parish which lies on the north side of the

Reedy Creek road, containing about one hun-

dred acres, for the purpose of raising money to

repair the buildings on the said glebe.

On motion. Resolved, That the vestry or

trustees of St. Andrew's parish have the con-

sent of the Convention to sell the glebe of the

said parish for the purpose of purchasing a more
convenient one

;
provided it shall be done with-

in twelve months, and it shall be the opinion of

the trustees that it can be done with advantage
to the Protestant Episcopal Church.

Mr. Spierin, Mr. Spooner, and Mr. Nelson,
obtained leave of absence for the remainder of

the session.

The Convention adjourned to 10 o'clock to-

morrow.

Thursday, May 5.

Dr. Cameron, from the committee appointed

to examine the treasurer's accounts, reported,

That they had examined the same, and found
them fairly and truly stated, and that there was
in his hands a balance of two hundred and fifty-

two pounds six shillings and a halfpenny ; and
that there was due to the Rev. Dr. Samuel
S. M'Croskey the sum of thirty pounds, and
to Robert Andrews the sum of twenty-three

pounds eighteen shillings and eleven pence, for

expenses incurred by them respectively in at-

tending the last General Convention of the

Protestant Episcopal Church, as deputies from
the said church in this state ; whereon.

Resolved, That the treasurer's accounts do
pass.

Resolved, That the treasurer pay to the

Rev. Dr. M'Croskey and Robert Andrews the
sums reported to be due to them.

Resolved, That the treasurer pay to Bishop
Madison twenty-five pounds for his expenses in

attending the last General Convention ; and
also two hundred pounds for his services, and
the expenses incurred in his visitations in the

years 1794 and 1795.

Resolved, That it be recommended to each
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of the parishes within this commonwealth to

send to the Rev. Mr. Buchanan, treasurer, in

the city of Ivichmond, on or before the first

Tuesday in May next, tlie sum of fifteen dol-

lars, to be applied by the Convention towards

compensating the bishop for his services, and

expenses incurred in his visitations, and to the

general purposes of the Protestant Episcopal

Church in this state.

Mr. Bassett, from the committee appointed to

prepare a draught of a memorial to bo presented

to the next General Assembly, on the subject

of the property of the church, reported the

same, which was read and agreed to ; and it

was resolved. That it should be signed by the

president on behalf of the Convention, and that

he should have it presented to the next General

Assembly, should he find it expedient.

Resolved, That John Blair, Robert Andrews,

Joseph Preniis, Cyrus Griffin, James Hender-

son, and Champion Travis, be appointed a

standing committee for the ensuing year.

Resolved, That the Rev. John Buchanan, of

the city of Richmond, be appointed treasurer

for the ensuing year.

The Rev. Dr. John Cameron was appointed

visiter of District No. 4, in the room of the

Rev. Mr. Craig, deceased.

The Rev. Mr. James Whitehead was appoint-

ed visiter of District No. 1, in the room of the

Rev. Mr. Taylor, deceased.

The Rev. Mr. John Seward was appointed

visiter of District No. 18, in the room of the

Rev. Mr. Andrews, deceased.

Resolved, That the Rev. Mr. Cave Jones be

requested to preach before the next Convention
;

and also, that the Rev. Mr. Daniel M'Naughton

be requested to prepare a sermon for the next

Convention.

The Convention having proceeded by ballot

to the choice of deputies to represent the church

in this state in any General Convention of the

Protestant Episcopal Church in the United
States which might meet before the next meet-
ing of the Convention of the said church in this

slate, on examining the ballots it appeared that

the Rev. Samuel S. M'Croskey, D. D., was
chosen clerical deputy, and Robert Andrews,
lay deputy.

Resolved, That the next Convention of the

Protestant Episcopal Church in this state meet
in the city of Richmond.

Resolved, That the Rev. Mr. Needier Robin-
son be requested to furnish for the press a copy
of his pious and judicious sermon preached yes-

terday.

Resolved, That 200 copies of the Journal of

this Convention be piablished, and under the di-

rection of the Rev. Mr. Buchanan ; and that the

sennon preached by Mr. Robinson, and the

canons passed at the last General Convention,

be annexed thereto.

Dr. Cameron presented a canon respecting

ministers holding military commissions, which,

after the customary readings, was passed, as

follows :

—

A canon to prohibit clergymen of the Protest-

ant Episcopal Church from holding military

commissions, and for other purposes.

No clergyman of the Protestant Episcopal

Church in the State of Virginia shall be per-

mitted to hold a military commission : nor shall

a clergyman leaving one parish be inducted into

another, unless he shall produce to the vestry of

such parish testimonials of his good conduct from

the vestry of the parish where he last resided.

Resolved, That the treasurer pay five dollars

to the person who has acted as doorkeeper to

the Convention for his services.

The Convention adjourned.

James Madison, President.

Attest, Robert Andrews, Secretary.

Journal of a Convention of the Protestant Episcopal Church in Virginia, held at the Capitol in

the City of Richmond, December 6th, 1797.

A List of the Members of the Convention.

Clergymen.Parishes.

Abingdon,
Amherst,
Berkeley,

Bhsland,

Bristol,

Brunswick,

Bruton,

Christ Church (Lancaster),

Cumberland,
Dale,

St. David,

Elizabeth River,

Elizabeth City,

Fairfax,

Frederick,

Fredericksville,

Henrico,

Hungars,

James City,

King William,

William Crawford.

Hugh C. Boggs.

Andrew Syme.

John Bracken.

Daniel M'Naughton.

John Cameron.
Needier Robinson.

Thomas Hughes.
James Whitehead.

John J. Spooner.

John Buchanan.

Right Rev. Dr. Madison.

Lay Deputies.

John Page.

Hudson Martin.

Burwell Bassett.

George K. Taylor.

Wm. Alexander.

Robert Andrews.
Martin Sherman.

Christ. Robertson.

Thomas Boiling.

Benj. Temple.

Thos. Matthews.

Wilson M. Cary.

Ludwcll Lee.

Governor Wood.
John Walker.

Edw. Carrington.

John Stratton.

Thomas Harrjp.
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Parishes.

Leeds,

Littleton,

Lunenburg,
St. Margaret,

St. Martin,

St. Mark,
St. James Xortbam,
Overwharton,

St. Paul's (Hanover),

Shelburne,

Southam,
St. Thomas,
Ware,
Westover,
Wicomico,
York Hampton,
St. Stephen,

St. John,

Middlesex,

Botetourt,

Clergymen.

Young.

Peter Nelson.

John Woodville.

Alex. Macfarlane.

Charles O'Niel.

Sewall Chapin.

James Henderson.

John Dunn.
Henry Heffernan.

Lay Deputies.

William Chilton.

Alexander Brend, James Deane.
Richard Barnes.

Daniel Coleman, Richard Wiatt.

John Jameson.
Archibald Bryce.

John Moncure.
Thomas Tinsley, John Bowie
Francis Peyton.

Edm. Randolph.
William Moore.

Peter B. Whitmg.

Thomas Gaskins, Thomas Hurst.

Thomas Griffin.

William Claughton.

James Ruffin.

Ralph Wormeley.
James Brackenridge.

A SUFFICIENT number of clerical and lay

deputies having met to form a Convention,

Robert Andrews, Esq., resigned his office of

secretary to the Convention, and the Rev. John
Bracken, D. D., was appointed in his room.

The Right Rev. Dr. Madison, Pr., then ad-

dressed the Convention on the subject and oc-

casion of their present meeting.

Ordered, That it be referred to a select com-
mittee to take into consideration the matters

therein contained, and to report thereon, as also

the mode which in their opinion will be most

proper for showing the sense of this Conven-

tion upon the subject of the sale of church prop-

erty, submitted by the last session of the Gen-
eral Assembly to the consideration of the peo-

ple : And a committee was appointed for that

purpose of Mr. Lee, Governor Wood, Mr. An-
drews, Mr. George K. Taylor, Dr. Cameron, Dr.

Buchanan, the Rev. Mr. Spooner, and the Rev.

Mr. Dunn.
The opinions of Bushrod Washington, Ed-

mund Randolph, and John Wickham, Esqrs.

upon the subji^ct aforementioned, were presented

by the president to the Convention, and being

read, were ordered to be referred to the said

committee.

On motion, Ordered, That the Rev. James
Whitehead, Mr. John Walker, the Rev. Hugh
C. Boggs, and Mr. Thomas Tinsley, be appoint-

ed a committee to exaini)ie and make report on

the certificates of appointment of the sitting

members.
Oti motion, Ordered, That a committee be ap-

pointed to examine and report on the treasurer's

accounts : And a committee was appointed of

Mr. Andrews, Dr. Cameron, Mr. Griffin, and the

Rev. Mr. Spofiuer, for that purpose.

The Convention then adjourned until to-mor-

row, 1 o'clock.

TllORSDAY, DECEMnER?, 1797.

Mr. Andrews, from the committee appointed

to examine tlie treasurer's accoimts, reported,

That they had, according to order, examined
the same, and foimd l^em lo be fairly and justly

stated ; and that the balance remaining in his

hands due to the church, this 7th day of Decem-
ber, 1797, is 53!. 2s. \d.

Resolved, That the treasurer's accounts do
pass.

The Rev. Mr. Whitehead, from the commit-
tee appointed to examine the certificates of ap-

pointment of the sitting members, reported,

That they had, according to order, examined
the same, and found the certificates of appoint-

ment from the following parishes to be made
agreeably to the canons ; viz.

—

Abingdon, Amherst, Berkeley, Blisland, Bris-

tol, Brunswick, Bruton, Christ Church (Lan-

caster), Cumberland, Dale, St. Davids, Eliza-

beth River, Elizabeth City, Fairfax, Frederick,

Fredericksville, Henrico, Hungars, James City,

King William, Leeds, Littleton, Lunenburg, St.

Margaret, St. Martin, St. Mark, St. James
Northam, Overwharton, St. Paul's (Hanover),

Shelburne, Southam, St. Thomas, Ware, West-
over, Wicomico, York Hampton, St. Stephen, St.

John, Middlesex, and Botetourt.

Mr. Lee, from the committee appointed to

take into consideration the address of the bishop,

and to report the mode which, in their opinion,

would be most proper for showing the sense of

this Convention upon the subject of the sale of

church properly, submitted by the last session

of the General Assembly to the consideration of
the people, reported. That they had, according
to order, taken into consideration the matter re-

ferred to them, and had come to several reso-

lutions thereon, which, being read, were ordered
to be committed to a committee of the whole
Convention.

The Convention havincr resolved itself into a
committee of the whole (Mr. Basset in the chair),

proceeded to take into considnralion tlie afore-

said resolutions ; and having gone through and
amended the same, the president resumed the
chair.

Mr. Bassett, from the committee of the whole,
reported. That they had, according to order,

gone through and considered the resolutions to

tiiem referred, and had amended tJie same, which,
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with the amenchnents, being read and debated,

} aragraph by paragraph, were agreed to.

The Convention then adjourned until to-mor-

row, 1 o'clock.

Friday, December 8, 1797.

After prayers, and a sermon suitable to the

occasion, delivered by the Rev. Mr. M'Naugh-
lon in the general court room, the Convention

met according to adjournment.

On motion. Resolved, That the report of the

select committee on the president's address, &c.,

as amended and agreed to yesterday, be recon-

sidered.

The Convention proceeded to reconsider the

resolutions aforesaid, and having farther amend-

ed the same, agreed thereto, as follows :

—

Resolved, That the following are the grounds

of the title of the Protestant Episcopal Church
to the glebes, churches, and other property in

their possession.

1. That the said glebes, churches, &c., wore

vested, prior to the revolution, in the then ex-

isting church, by public authority or private

donations.

2. That the Protestant Episcopal Church is

the same in its rights of property with the church

which existed prior to the revolution.

3. That these rights cannot be wrested from

the Protestant Episcopal Church upon any prin-

ciple which will not impair all other rights of

private property which was acquired before the

revolution.

4. That if succour need be drawn to these

rights, existing (as they do) independently of

the will of the legislature, they have been

solemnly recognised by an act of the General

Assembly—made at the session succeeding that

which framed the bill of rights and constitu-

tion—by the same body which composed the

Convention, and became, under tiie constitu-

tion, the House of Delegates ; and at the in-

stance of those who were opposed to the said

church.

5. That no subsequent act of the General

Assembly, relative to the Protestant Episcopal

Church, ought, or can be so interpreted, as to

confer on the General Assembly any authority to

assume, confiscate, or appropriate, without the

will of the said church, the whole, or any part, of

the property aforesaid.

6. That the bill of rights and constitution

forbid the intrusion of the General Assembly

into questions concerning the right of property
;

and more especially when the object of such

intrusion is to apply that property to public

uses to which the whole commonwealth, and

not a selected and marked portion only of its

citizens, ought to contribute.

7. Resolved, That a committee of five per-

sons be appointed by ballot, whose duty it shall

be to attend the discussion of the memorial of

the Protestant Episcopal Church, the consider-

ation whereof was postponed to the present ses-

sion of the General Assembly, and to make to

the General Assembly such other representa-

tions, by memorial or otherwise, in behalf of the

Protestant Episcopal Church, as to them shall

seem necessary, and shall be conformable with

the spirit of the foregoing resolutions.

8. Resolved, That from the firm persuasion

which this Convention entertains of the validity

of the rights of property asserted in the forego-

ing resolutions, it be an instruction to the said

committee to propose to the General Assembly,

that the controversy concerning them be sub-

mitted to the decision of a proper tribunal of

justice.

9. Resolved, That this Convention will cause

to be defrayed all reasonable and necessary ex-

penses in carrying into execution the foregoing

resolutions.

The house proceeded to ballot for five per-

sons to form a committee whose duty it should

be to attend the discussion of the memorial of

the Protestant Episcopal Church, &.c. ; and the

Rev. Mr. Henderson and Mr. Griffin being ap-

pointed to examine the ballots, proceeded to

examine the same, and reported. That a majori-

ty of the whole house was in favour of Robert

Andrews, Ludwell Lee, George K. Taylor,

John Page, and James Brackenridge, Esqrs.

Resolved, therefore. That they are appointed

a committee for the purpose aforesaid.

Resolved, unanimously. That the Rev. John

Buchanan, D. D., be continued treasurer for

the ensuing year, and to the end of the next

Convention.

Resolved, That John Blair, Robert Andrews,

Cyrus Gnthn, Joseph Prentis, Esqrs., the Rev.

James Henderson, and Champion Travis, Esqrs.,

be continued members of the standing commit-

tee, and that they remain in office to the end of

the next Convention.

On motion. Resolved, That it be an instruc-

tion to the standing committee to make inquiry

concerning any church property which may
have been alienated since the commencement
of the revolution, and to report the situation

and circumstances to the next session of the

Convention.

Resolved, nemine contradicente, That Robert

Andrews, Esq., and the Rev. John Bracken,

D. D., do rcjjresent the Protestant Episcopal

Church of this state in the next General Con-

vention.

On motion, Resolved, That the deputies to

the next General Convention be instructed to

agree to the following addition to the second

article of the general constitution, in the ninth

line after the word constitvtion, viz., "But if

the church shall not be represented in both or-

ders in a majority of the states, then the vote

shall be given by states without regard to

orders."

Ordered, That the Rev. Mr. Smith be ap-

pointed a visiter in the room of James M. Fonr

taine, D. D., deceased.

Ordered, That the Rev. Mr. Dunn be re-

quested to preach before the next Convention.

Resolved, That it be recommended to the

several parishes within this state, to forward the

annual contribution of 15 dollars, for the use of

the church, to John Buchanan, D. D., treasurer,

and that such as are in arrears do immediately

send forward their arrearages.
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Ordered, That 300 copies of the Journal of

this Convention be printed, under the direction

of Dr. Buchanan, and distributed among the

several parishes.

Resolved, unanimously, That the thanks of

this Convention be given to Bushrod Washing-
ton, Edmund Randolph, and John Wickham,
Esqrs., for their opinion, delivered in to this

house by the president, on the subject of the

sale of glebes and other church property.

Ordered, That the next Convention do meet
in the city of Richmond.

Ordered, That the treasurer pay to the door-

keeper the sum of six dollars.

The Convention then adjourned.

Signed, James Madison, President.

Attest John Bracken, Secretary.

Richmond, Dec. 5, 1797.

Sir,—We have endeavoured to fulfil the re-

quest of yourself and the standing committee,
by the best examination in our power, of the

tenure under which the Protestant Episcopal
Church claim the glebes, churches, &c. Know-
ing that you possess every document and fact

to which we have access, and that we may be
therefore permitted to excuse ourselves, by the

multiplicity of our late professional labours,

from a detail of the reasons which govern us,

we shall offer to you the conclusions only which
we have formed. These are,

1st. That the Protestant Episcopal Church
is the exclusive owner of those glebes, churches,
&c.

2d. That so far is the title of the Protestant

Episcopal Church from being impaired (as has
been suggested) by our bill of rights, that they

do not clash on any sound construction ; but
that title stands upon the same grounds with
the rights of private property, which have been
recognised and secured by the principles of the

revolution and by the constitution.

3d. And that any question concerning the

right of property in those glebes, churches, &c.,
being of a judicial nature, must constitutionally

be decided by the judiciary, and the judiciary

alone.

We have the honour, sir, to be, with great
respect, your most obedient servants,

BusHROD Washington,
Edmund Randolph,
John Wickham.

The Right Rev. James Madison, Bishop "of

the Protestant Episcopal Church in Virginia.

CONVENTION OF 1798.

The Journal of this year has not been obtained.

Journal of a ConveiUimi of the Protestant Episcopal Church in Virginia, held at the Capitol in
the City of Richmond, May 7lh, 1799.

A List of the Members of the Convention.

Parishes.

Bristol,

Blisland,

Bruton,

Christ Church (Lan.),

Cople,

Cumberland,
Dale,

Fredericksville,

Hampshire,
Henrico,

Hungars,
James City,

Littleton,

Lunenburg,
Manchester
St. David,

St. George (Accom.),

St. John (King William),

St. Martin,

St. Paul (Hanover),
St. Peter,

St. Stephen,

Washington,
Westover,

Wicomico,

York Hampton,

Clergymen.

Daniel M'Naughton.
James Elliott.

John Cameron.
Needier Robinson.
Matthew Maury.

John Buchanan.

James Madison (B. and Pr.).

James Dickinson.

George Young.
John Dunn.
Thomas Hughes.
Cave Jones.

Peter Nelson.

Benjamin Brown.
John Seward.

Scwall Chapin.

Lay Deputies.

John Grammer.
Henry Brown.
Robert Andrews.
Wm. Montague.

Peter Eppes, jun.

John Walker.
John H. Reynolds.
William Berkeley.

Nathaniel Wilkins.
John Ambler.
Alexander Trent.

David Patteson.

Thomas Fox.

Ed. P. Chamberlayne,
John Lord.

Carter Berkeley.

Thomas Tinsley.

William Thompson.

;
William Davenport,

1
Thomas Harvey.
Gavin L. Corbin.
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Tuesday, May 7, 1799.

A sDFFiciENT number of clerical and lay depu-
ties having met to form a Convention,

Tlie Right Reverend Dr. Madison took the

chair as president ex-officio. Robert Andrews
was appointed to act as secretary in the absence
of the Rev. Dr. Bracken.

Ordered, That the Rev. Dr. John Cameron,
Rev. Mr. Jones, Mr. Patteson, and Mr. Am-
bler, be appointed a committee to examine and
report immediately on the testimonials of the

members.
The committee, accordingly, having with-

drawn and examined the testimonials, reported.

That the testimonials from the following parishes

were made agreeably to tlie canons, viz. :

—

Bristol, Blisland, Bruton, Christ Church
(Lancaster), Cople, Cumberland, Dale, Freder-

icksville, Hampshire, Henrico, Hungars, James
City, Littleton, Lunenburg, Manchester, St.

David, St. George (Accomack), St. John (King
William), St. Martin, St. Paul (Hanover), St.

Peter, St. Stephen, Washington, Westover,

Wicomico, and York Hampton.
Ordered, That Bishop Madison and Mr. Am-

bler be appointed a committee to consult gentle-

men of eminence in the law respecting the

method of defending, before the judiciary, the

right of the church to glebes directed to be sold

by act of Assembly.

Ordered, That the Rev. Mr. Maury and Mr.

W. Berkeley be appointed a committee to ex-

amine the treasurer's accounts, and report

thereon.

Resolved, That one hundred and fifty copies

of the canons be printed and distributed among
the parishes within this state ; and that the bish-

op be requested to accompany them with an ad-

dress to the members of the church, enjoining a

strict observance of the same, and of the sev-

eral duties particularly required of them at this

important crisis.

Resolved, That the Convention do attend di-

vine service in the assembly room at 10 o'clock

to-morrow morning.

The Convention adjourned till 10 o'clock to-

morrow morning.

W^EDNESDAY, M.AY 8, 1799.

The Convention met according to adjourn-

ment.

Divine service was performed, and, agreeably

to an order of the last Convention, a sermon was
delivered by the Rev. Mr. Dunn, which was
well adapted to the occasion.

Mr. Ambler, from the committee appointed to

consult gentlemen of eminence in the law re-

specting the method of defending, before the ju-

diciary, the right of the church to glebes, &c.,

made a report, which was read, and ordered to

be filed by the secretary among the papers of

the Convention.

Resolved, That the Convention grant per-

mission to the vestry and trustees of Bristol par-

ish to sell and dispose of the present glebe-

land of the parish, if they shall think proper,

and to vest the proceeds thereof in such prop-

erty as may be thought more beneficial and
profitable to the parish and the incumbent.

Mr. Maury, from the committee appointed to

examine the treasurer's accounts, reported. That
the committee had, according to order, examined
the same, that they had found them fairly and
justly stated, and that the balance remaining in

his hands this day is ninety-four pounds seven
shillings and ten pence.

Resolved, That the treasurer's accounts do
pass.

Ordered, That leave be given to bring in a

canon to amend the canon entitled " A canon
concerning offences, and the mode of proceeding
against offending ministers :" and the Rev. Mr.
Maury and the Rev. Mr. Jones were appointed
to bring in the same.

Resolved, That the Rev. Doctor John Bu-
chanan be appointed treasurer for the ensuing
year.

Resolved, That John Blair, Robert Andrews,
Cyrus Griffin, Joseph Prcntis, James Hender-
son, and Champion Travis, be appointed a stand-

ing committee for the ensuing year.

Mr. Maury, from the committee appointed, re-

ported a canon to amend the canon concerning

offences, and the mode of proceeding against of-

fending ministers, which was read the first time,

and ordered to be read a second time.

Resolved, That the bishop and standing com-
mittee be authorized to employ counsel to defend

the right of the church to its property, whenever
it shall appear to them most proper to bring the

question before the judiciary, and to draw on
the treasurer for any money wliich may be ne-

cessary for the said purpose.

Resolved, That two clerical and two lay dep-

uties be appointed to attend the next General

Convention of the Protestant Episcopal Church,

and also any General Convention of the said

church which shall convene before the next

meeting of the Convention of the church in this

state.

The Convention then proceeded by ballot to

the appointment of deputies to the nest Gen-
eral Convention, &c. ; when a majority of votes

appeared in favour of the Rev. Dr. John Brack-

en and the Rev. Dr. Samuel S. M'Croskey as

clerical deputies, and of Robert Andrews and

John Walker, Esqrs., as lay deputies.

The canon to amend the canon concerning

offences, and the mode of proceeding against

offending ministers, was read a second time,

amended, and ordered to be fairly transcribed

for a third reading.

Resolved, That it be an instruction to the

deputies appointed to attend the next General

Convention, to submit to the said Convention an

amendment to the sixth general canon, so far as

it requires testimonials of piety and good moral

conduct for three years.

The canon to amend the canon concerning

offences, and the mode of proceeding against of-

fending ministers, was read the third lime and

passed.

Ordered, That the treasurer pay to Bishop

Madison the sum of one hundred and sixty dol-

lars.
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Resolved, That one hundred and fifty copies

of the Journal be printed under the direction of

the Rev. Dr. Buchanan.

Resolved, That it be recommended to the

several parishes within this state, to forward the

annual contribution of 15 dollars, for the use of

the church, to the Rev. Dr. John Buchanan,
treasurer, and that such as are in arrears do im-

mediately send forward their arrearages.

Resolved, That the next Convention do meet
in the city of Richmond.

Ordered, That the treasurer pay four dollars

to the doorkeeper.

Resolved, I'hat the Rev. Mr. Cave Jones be
requested to preach before the next Convention.

Resolved, That it be enjoined on the clergy

throughout the state, to officiate in the vacant
parishes in their neighbourhoods as frequently

as the duties of their own parishes will permit.

The Convention then adjourned.

Attest, James Madison, President.

Robert Andrews, )

for John Bracken, Secretary. J

Canons—for the government of the Prot-

estant episcopal church in this state.

1. A Canon concerning Vestries and Trustees.

1. In each parish within the Commonwealth
of Virginia, there shall be trionnially elected, on
Easter-Monday, if fair, otherwise on the next
fair day, at some convenient place (of which due
notice shall be given), by the freeholders and
housekeepers who are members of the Prot-

estant Episcopal Church within such parish, and
regularly contribute to the support of the min-
ister, where there is one, and to the common exi-

gences of the church within the parish, twelve of
the most able and discreet men of their socie-

ty, of the above description and qualifications, to

be a vestry for such parish, and trustees of their

property for the three succeeding years. In-

termediate vacancies, occasioned by death, re-

moval, or resignation, shall be filled by the re-

maining vestrymen and trustees, and those so
chosen shall have power to act until the time of
the next general election ; the first general elec-

tion shall be in the year of our Lord 1796.
2. Every vestryman shall, before he acts in

office, subscribe in the vestry-book of his pari.sh

to be conformable to the doctrine, discipline, and
worship of the Protestant Episcopal Church in

the United States of America, and to the or-

ders and canons of the said church m this state.

3. Each vestry, at their first meeting after

their election, shall choose two of their members
to be church-wardens, who shall superintend the
next general election of vestrymen, judge of the

qualifications of voters, and certify the names
of the persons chosen. They shall be consid-

ered as the acting part of the vestry, and shall

see that the orders and resolutions of the vestry
be carried into execution.

4. In case of the nonattendance of thecluirch-
wardens at an election of vestrymen and trus-

tees in any parish, the minister, or, if he be ab-

s.ent, or if there be no minister in the parish,

any two vestrymen, or if there be no vestrymen

present, any two reputable inhabitants of the

parish, who are members of this church, may be

appointed to superintend the election.

5. If any person elected a vestryman and
trustee shall neglect or refuse to attend two
successive meetings of the body, having had due
notice thereof, he may be considered as having

vacated his office ; and the remaining vestrymen

and trustees may elect into his place some other

able and discreet man of their society.

6. In any parishes which have neglected to

elect vestries and trustees agreeably to the or-

dinances heretofore in force, or which shall here-

after neglect to make such election as herein

directed, the members of the Protestant Epis-

copal Church within such parishes may, at any
time afterward within six months, elect vestries

and trustees in the manner herein directed.

And in all cases where elections have not been
held, or shall not be held at the periods fixed

for general elections, the former vestries and

trustees shall continue to act until elections

shall be held as hereby directed, or, if no elec-

tions shall be held, until a future Convention
shall take some order in the matter. Provided

nevertheless. That where any parish which had
failed to elect vestrymen and trustees at the

time appointed for a general election, hath since

elected the same, such election is hereby de-

clared to be valid.

7. The vestries respectively, with the minis-

ter, where there is one, shall hold and enjoy all

glebes, lands, churches, books, plate, and other

property now belonging or hereafter accruing to

the Protestant Episcopal Church within their

respective parishes, as trustees for the benefit

of the society ; and may improve or demise the

lands during the vacancy of a minister, but may
not demise lands allowed for the minister's hab-

itation or use without his consent. They may
also use imjirove, or dispose of all personal

property, and the produce, rents, and profits of

lands and buildings (not appropriated for the min-
ister) belonging to this church, for the benefit

of the society, in erecting or repairing churches,

glebe-houses, or otherwise, and may make such

rules and orders for managing the temporal affairs

and concerns of the church (not contrary to nor

inconsistent with the rules and orders of Con-
vention) within their respective parishes, as they

shall think most conducive to its interest and
prosperity, and for carrying into execution the

orders and canons for government and disci-

|)linc or other spiritual purposes, which shall be
framed by this or any future Convention. They
shall have the sole power of directing the pay-

numi of money belonging to the church within
their respective parishes, and of appointing a
clerk and such other officers of the church as
they shall think proper, and of removing them
when tliey shall see cause. All their proceed-
ings shall be fairly entered in a book to be kept
for that purpose.

8. A meeting of the body, to be called by the

minister, or, if he be absent, or in case of vacan-

cy, by the church-wardens, or by a church-war-
den, if but one within the parish, or by any two
vestrymen, if there be no minister or church-
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warden, shall be had as often as may be neces-

sary. In these meetings the minister shall have
a vote equal to, and not greater than a vestry-

man, in all q\iestions except for the demise of

the glebe-lands assigned for his residence or use,

in wiiich lie shall h;ive a negative. Seven mem-
bers shall be suliicient to constitute a meeting

;

and all questions shall be decided by a majority

of those present. Provided always, That m the

induction of a minister, and in granting testimo-

nials to candidates for orders, the votes of six

members at least shall be necessary.

9. If any minister of a parish shall neglect or

refuse to call a meeting of the vestry when re-

quested by two or more vestrymen, the church-

wardens, or church-warden, if but one within

the parish, may call a meeting ; or if there be

no church-warden, or if the church-wardens or

church-warden neglect or refuse when request-

ed, any two vestrymen may call a meeting.

10. No sale of that kind of property which
may be considered as principal or stock, belong-

ing to this church in any parish, shall be made
without the consent of the Convention.

2. A Canon concerning Conventions.

1. There shall be a Convention of the Prot-

estant Episcopal Church in this commonwealth
on the first Tuesday of May in every year, in

such place as shall be agreed on by the Con-
vention. A Convention shall consist of two dep-

uties from each parish, of whom the minister

shall be one, if there be a minister, and the other

shall be a layman, to be annually chosen by the

vestry. If there be no minister in any parish, two
lay deputies shall be chosen. Twenty-five depu-
ties, thus qualified or appointed, shall be a Con-
vention : Provided always. That if a sufficient

number to form a Convention shall not attend on

any day, anv five members then assembled shall

have power to adjourn.

2. Special Conventions may be called at other

tinies in the manner hereafter to be provided for.

3. Each member shall, on taking his seat, de-

liver in to the secretary of the Convention a

testimonial of his being regularly qualified or

appointed, signed by one or both of the church-

wardens, or by the clerk of the vestry of the

parish he represents.

4. A person shall preside in Convention with

the name of president, who shall always be a

bishop, when there is one present properly con-

secrated ami settled in the church. If there be

no bishop present, the Convention shall appoint

some other member of their body president. If

there be more bishops than one in Convention,

they shall have the right of presiding in rotation.

5. A secretary shall be appointed by the Con-
vention, who shall continue in office during good
behaviour. He shall keep a record of their acts

and proceedings, and have the custody of the

records so long as he shall continue in office.

6. The Convention shall establish standing

rules for the preservation of decorum, and the

orderly management of business.

7. Conventions shall regulate all the religious

concerns of the Protestant Episcopal Church
within this state, its doctrines, discipline, and

worship, and institute such rules and regulations
as they niay judge necessary for the good gov-
ernment thereof, and the same revoke and alter

at their pleasure. Provided always, That the

powers hereby declared shall not be so con-
strued as to atl'ect any powers ejsclusively vested
in the General Convention of the Protestant
Episcopal Church in the United States of
America.

8. All questions before the Convention shall

be determined by a majority of votes.

3. A Canon concerning Presbyteries.

1. The clergy of the several neighbouring par-
ishes, not less than three nor more than ten, shall

assemble in presbytery annually on some Mon-
day in April, and at other times, if thereto re-

quired, at some convenient place in the district.

The arrangement of the parishes into districts

for this purpose shall be by the Convention,
who shall also appoint in each district one of
the said ministers, to preside at their meetings
with the title of visiter. The visiter shall name
the place and time of meeting of the presby-
teries ; shall annually visit each parish in his

district ; shall attend to and inspect the morals
and conduct of the clergy ; shall see that the

canons and rules of the church are observed
and practised ; shall admonish and reprove pri-

vately those clergymen who are negligent, or
act in an unbecoming manner ; and shall report

yearly to the bishop, if there be one, or, if there

be no bishop, to the next Convention, the state

of each parish in his district.

2. It shall be the business of the presbytery

when assembled to instruct and examine can-

didates for holy orders within their respective

districts, to prescribe to them a thesis or text,

and give them proper directions for composing
a discourse on the same. And it shall be the

duty of every candidate for holy orders, to make
application to the presbytery of his district for

such instruction and examination.

4. A Canon concerning Bishops.

1. Every person to officiate as a bishop of

the Protestant Episcopal Church in this state,

shall be nominated to that office by the Conven-
tion ; and, having received episcopal consecra-

tion, shall, before he enters on his office, sub-

scribe to conform to the doctrine, discipline, and
worship of the I'rotestant Episcopal Church in

the United States of America, and to the orders

and canons of the said church in this state.

2. Every bishop, after his promotion to the

episcopal order, may continue to hold a parish,

and to do the duty of a parish minister, except

when he is necessarily employed in the dis-

charge of his episcopal office.

3. No bishop shall inflict any censure on, or

exercise any j^tower over, the clergy under his in-

spection, other than he is allowed to do by the

laws and institutions of this church made in

Convention.

4. Bishops, after every visitation, shall report

the state of the church in the ditlerent parishes

to the Convention.

5. Bishops shall have power to call special

meetings of the Convention ; to grant testimo-
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nials to all persons who are candidates for par-

ishes, and who are not citizens of this state ; to

make such representations on behalf of this

church, as may from time to time be expedient

;

to give advice on difficultins propounded to them

concerning this church during the recess of Con-

vention ; and to correspond with any society or

societies of the Protestant Episcopal Church in

these United States on any matters relating to

this church ; which several powers shall be ex-

ercised only with advice of the standuig com-

mittee.

6. Bishops shall be amenable to the Con-
vention, who shall be a court to try them, from

which there shall be no appeal. On all such

occasions, a bishop shall preside.

7. All accusations against a bishop, as such,

shall be on oath ; but no accusation against a

bishop shall be received unless three respectable

persons join in the complaint. All complaints

against a bishop shall be lodged with the stand-

ing committee, and a copy of the charge or

charges to be brought against him shall be com-
municated to him in writing at least two months

before the trial. Counsel may be employed on

both sides, and none but vied voce evidence

shall be admitted.

8. If a complaint be against a bishop, as a

minister of a parish, it may be brought as is di-

rected in the canon concerning offences, and the

mode of proceeding against offending ministers,

except that the complaint shall be made to the

standing committee ; and the subsequent pro-

ceedings thereon shall be before the Convention,

and in like manner as herein prescribed, where

the complaint is made against him as a bishop.

9. Disorderly, scandalous, and immoral con-

duct, neglect of duty, a disregard to the rules

and canons of the church, or taking a bribe to

grant either ordination or a recommendation for

a vacant parish, shall be considered as offences

in a bishop, for which he may be brought to

trial ; and, on being convicted of any of these,

he shall be reproved, suspended, or degraded.

5. A Canon concerning the Ordination of
Priests and Deacons, and ihcir Duties.

1. Every person to be ordained priest or dea-

con by any bishop of this church, shall pro-

duce such testimonials of his good morals and or-

derly conduct as are required by the canons of the

General Convention, from the clergy assembled

in the district where he for some time last re-

sided, and from the vestry of the parish where
he last lived, provided there be in the district

a sufficient number of clergymen to form a pres-

bytery ; otherwise a testimonial from the min-

ister and vestry of his parish, or from the vestry

alone, if the parish be vacant, shall be deemed
sufficient

;
provided also that the candidate is

not an inhabitant of some other state, and in-

tended to minister in some parish or congrega-

tion in a neighbouring state. No person shall

he ordained until due examination had by the

bishop and two priests.

2. Ministers shall, at their churches and other

convenient places, instruct children, and such

ignorant persons as may require it, in their cate-

chism and the principles of the Christian re-

ligion as maintained by this church
; provided

that this duty may be dispensed with during the

inclement winter months ; they shall also explain

the nature of confirmation, and instruct and pre-

pare their parishioners for it.

3. Ministers shall wear a surplice during the

time of prayer at public worship, in places
where they are provided ; shall wear gowns
when they preach, where they conveniently can

;

and shall at all times wear apparel suitable to

the gravity of their profession.

4. Ministers may encourage people to assem-
ble together in small societies, at convenient

times, for their edification, and may visit, super-

intend, and instruct such societies at their meet-
ings

;
provided they shall not do it to the en-

couragement of idleness, or to the injury of pri-

vate families.

5. Ministers officiating in this church, whether
bishops, priests, or deacons, shall preach once at

least on every Lord's day, and at other stated

seasons, unless prevented by some sufficient

cause. They may, at their discretion, preach
also at other times, when opportunities shall

offer of edifying the church. Bishops and
priests shall administer the sacrament of the

Lord's Supper at least four times in the year at

each church or place of worship in their respec-

tive parishes, and shall visit the sick when
called on for that purpose. Deacons, as well

as priests, shall baptize ; and may solemnize

marriages, and assist in administering the sacra-

ment of the Lord's Supper, but they shall not

consecrate the elements.

6. A Canon concerning the Induction of Min-
isters into Parishes.

1. The right of presentation, or appointing

ministers to serve in the parishes, shall con-

tinue in the vestries, and each vestry shall

choose its own minister.

2. No minister shall be received into a parish

who does not first produce to the vestiy satis-

factory testimonials of his morals, conduct, and
conversation, from the person or persons ap-

pointed by the Convention to inquire into such

matters, and grant such testimonials.

3. No person shall be received into any parish

within this commonwealth, as a minister, unless

he first produce to the vestry sufficient testimo-

nials of his having been regularly ordained a

priest or deacon by some Protestant bishop, and

of having taken the oath of allegiance to this com-

monipeallh, and subscribe to be conformable to

the doctrine, discipline, and worship of the

Protestant Episcopal Church of the United
Slates of America, and to the orders and canons
of the said church in this state ; nor until he
shall have entered into a contract in writing

with the vestry or trustees on behalf of the so-

ciety within such parish, by which it shall be

stipulated and declared that he holds the ap-

pointment, subject to removal, agreeably to the

rules and canons of the Convention of the Prot-

estant Episcopal Church in this state. Pro-

vided, That any person who hath been ordained

by a bishop of the Church of Rome may also be
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received as a minister, who shall produce satis-

factory teslimoiiials respecting his ordination,

morals, and conduct, take the oath, and sub-

scribe as aforesaid.

4. No minister shall be allowed to hold more
than one jiarish at the same time. Neverthe-

less, a minister may, if called thereto by the

vestry, preach in a neighbouring parish or par-

ishes during a vacancy therein, and may re-

ceive a compensation for his services, ])rovided

he has the consent of his own vestry, and does

not neglect the duties of his parish.

5. Every minister shall reside within his

parish, unless a majority of his vcsiry shall

agree to dispense with his residence, and shall

at no time leave it for more than one month,
without the consent of the said vestry.

6. No person, having deacon's orders only,

shall be allowed, as such, to hold a parish, after

he hath officiated eighteen months as a deacon,

and attained the age of twenty-five years.

7. A Canon to amend the canon entitled " A
canon concerning Offences, and the mode of
proceedi?ig against Offending Ministers.''^

1. Courts shall be instituted to inquire into

and decide on complaints exhibited against

ministers ; to compose which courts an equal

number of clergymen and vestrymen shall be

appointed, as follows : On the testimony of two
credible witnesses of the offence of any minis-

ter, the bishop, with the advice and consent of

the standing committee, or the standing com-
mittee, when there is no bishop, shall nominate

such clergymen as he or they shall think proper,

in the neighbourhood of the parish in which the

accused minister resides, and the vestries of

the parishes of such clergymen shall severally

appoint one of their own body to act in con-

junction with their clergymen. The visiter of

the district, if he be nominated, shall preside,

unless he be the accuser or the accused person,

in either of which cases, or in case there be no

visiter, or the visiter be not nominated, the

oldest of the clergymen assembled under the

nornmation shall preside. If, when the court

assembles, the number of vestrymen shall be

found to exceed the number of clergymen pres-

ent, so many vestrymen shall be withdrawn by

lot as shall be necessary to equalize the num-
bers of the two orders. And courts thus con-

stituted shall have the same powers as are vested

in the courts, directed for the like purposes, by

the canon entitled " A canon concerning of-

fences, and the mode of proceeding against of-

fending ministers ;" and shall proceed in like

manner, except where it is herein otherwise di-

rected and provided for.

2. The bishop, with the advice and consent

of the standing committee, shall appoint a con-

venient time and place for the trial, and shall

take care that the members who are to com-
pose the court may have timely information

thereof The courts shall appoint their clerks

occasionally for such trials ; and no vestryman

shall sit on the trial of an accused minister be-

longing to, or residing in, the parish to which

such vestryman belongs.

3. Any clergyman who, being nominated and
called on as above mentioned, shall refuse or

neglect to attend at the time and place fixed on
for the purpose of forming the court as afore-

mentioned, shall be liable to be proceeded
against in the same manner as other offending

clergymen.

4. The bishop, or the standing committee,
if there be no bishop, shall cite the accused
minister before the appointed court ; which shall,

unless the person accused is prevented from at-

tending by sickness, proceed to trial. Vtvu voce

evidence only shall be admitted, and that upon
oath ; and counsel may be employed on both sides.

5. The second, fourth, and sixth sections of

the canon entitled "A canon concerning of-

fences and the mode of proceeding against of-

fending ministers," is hereby repealed.

8. A Canon concerning the Appointment and
Duties of a Standing Committee.

1. A standing committee, consisting of six

persons, shall be annually appointed by the Con-
vention. They shall be considered in office

from the end of the session of the Convention
in which they are appointed, and shall continue

in office until the end of the next annual ses-

sion of Convention. Any four of them shall

be a sufficient number to do business.

2. The standing committee shall have power,

when there is no bishop of this church settled

in this state, to call meetings of the Convention

when they shall think them necessary ; to grant

testimonials to all persons candidates for parishes,

and not citizens of this state, who may apply

for the same ; to make such representations on

behalf of the church as may from time to time

be expedient ; to give advice on difficulties pro-

pounded to them concerning the church during

the recess of Convention ; to correspond with

any society or societies of the Protestant Epis-

copal Church in these United States, on any

matters relating to the church ; and to do all

other things assigned to them by the rules and
canons of the Protestant Episcopal Church in

the United States of America, passed in Gen-
eral Convention, or in Convention of the said

church in this state.

9. A Canon concerning a Treasurer.

1. There shall be appointed annually by the

Convention a treasurer of this church in this

state, who shall be a man of good character and

responsibility. He shall be removable at the

pleasure of the Convention, but, unless so re-

moved, shall continue in office until the end of

the next annual session of a Convention after

his appointment.

2. He shall keep a fair and exact account of

all moneys received and paid away by him ; and

shall lay before the Convention annually, or

oftener if thereto required, a full and accurate

statement of his accounts. He. shall pay no

money but by direction of the Convention

;

and shall in all things relating to his office con-

form to their orders and regulations. For his

services he shall he allowed a conipensation of

five per cent, on all moneys received by him.
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10. A Canon rescinding certain Ordinances

and Cations.

Whereas a general code of canons for the

regulation and government of the Protestant

Episcopal Church in this state has been framed

by this present Convention, all ordinances and

canons in force prior to the meeting of this Con-

vention shall be and they are hereby rescinded.

Provided nevertheless, That nothing in this

canon shall be construed to affect any rights,

remedies, forfeitures, or penalties, which have

accrued, been vested, or incurred, prior to the

passing of this canon.

An Address to the Members of the Protestant

Episcopal Church in Virginia. By Bishop

Madison.

Brethren,— It is with an anxious solicitude

that I undertake to fulfil the request of the late

Convention of our church. At a crisis so in-

teresting as the present, the zeal of that body

must appear highly commendable to you, as well

as to myself ; for the time has arrived when it

is no longer a doubt whether every one, who
has any regard for religion, for morals, for indi-

vidual and for social happiness, should unite,

should rouse from their lethargy, and consider

profoundly the mea-i.s of securing those gieat and

important objects. They are in jeopardy. That
dreadful prostration of religious and moral prin-

ciple, which we everywhere experience, mani-

fests the awful truth. Religion, the only an-

chor which holds man to his duties, no longer

finds that firm ground in which it can inhere
;

morals, and with them private and public, pres-

ent and future happiness, are left to the mercy
of a rude storm, which threatens their destruc-

tion. Even they who still call themselves

Christians, have grown cold and languid ; while

thousands, availing themselves of that languor,

treat religion as a prejudice which debases the

human mind ; deride its sacred obligations, and
exultingly anticipate its obliteration from the

earth. The success which attends the inde-

fatigable labours of those apostles of irreligion

and immorality, in disseminating principles

which appal the good, cannot be unknown to

you. To their own consciences, however, let

the appeal be made. I presume not to address

them. But to you, brethren, who have not yet

abjured your God and your Saviour, I address

myself with confidence
;
you, who know that

good morals can spring only from the bosom of

religion, and that they are equally essential to

temporal and eternal happiness.

The first subject which solicits your atten-

tion, is the necessity of a strict observance of

the canons, or laws, which have been enacted

for the government of our church. These laws

arise from two sources ; the General Conven-
tion of the United Episcopal Churches in

America, and your State Convention ; both

regularly constituted and authorized by you to

enact all necessary laws for the above purpose.

They have done so. They have accomplished
that work as became faithful and zealous repre-

sentatives ; and have deposited the result of

their labours in your hands, as the proper guar-

dians. Destitute of that coercive power which

compels obedience to civil laws, the enforce-

ment of those which you have adopted as a

Christian society, depends entirely upon your

virtue. It is strictly a government of choice
;

a government which is, or should be, the result

of that noble, disinterested effort, which actuates

the great and good, when they experience no

other impulse than that which their own reason,

their own patriotism, their own generous love

for man communicates. It supposes a society

of Christians, governing themselves not by
those severe penalties which civil laws annex to

their nonobservance, but by a high and elevated

sense of duty, by considerations no less im-

portant than those which are suggested by
temporal and eternal felicity. It supposes vir-

tue to be the basis ; and that its members will

never cease to strengthen that basis, by a daily

progression in virtue. It supposes men to be
actuated by a spirit worthy of Christianity :

sensible, indeed, that no society can exist with-

out certain laws and rules by which the general

interest may be regulated and promoted ; but

cherishing the fond hope that every individual

will feel it his sacred duty, either to conform to

them, or voluntarily to aid in the enforcement

of them. Did men possess that virtue which

such a social union supposes, were they actu-

ated by that truly dignified spirit which gave it

birth, no government could be more prompt or

certain in its effects. Every one would feel a

sincere anxietv for the preservation of its laws
;

obedience, springing from the noblest principle

of the human soul, would show to men the

practicability of a government, whose energy

consisted in the love of its members. Thus
would be realized that great truth in govern-

ment, which Christianity desires to impress

upon the hearts of men : thus, either no viola-

tions of those rules by which the society re-

solved to act in concert would arise ; or, if

they should arise, the execution of that sen-

tence which the laws had previously pro-

nounced would inevitably follow. It is true,

then, that your representatives, either in the

General or State Conventions, were not pursu-

ing a chimera when they digested a plan of

union, and enacted laws by which the church

should be governed. They did not rest upon the

aid of civil law, nor did they desire that aid to

cause their decrees to be enforced. But they did

confide in vour virtue, in your good sense, in

your love for religion and your country. It was
a confidence which you reposed in yourselves.

And truly, it was a spectacle at which many
great and good men might well rejoice, when
they beheld the members of our church, after

the American revolution had sealed the liberties

of this western world, instead of repining at the

loss of those exclusive advantages which had
long been enjoyed, evincing their consciousness,

that on themselves alone depended the pros-

perity of their Zion. Scarce was the voice of

one of her sons heard to utter ihe language of

discontent. They immolated with joy those

exclusive advantages upon the sacred altar of
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public Justine. They organized their church,

adopted rules by which, as a society, they were
to act in concert, and framed laws for its par-

ticular government.

Such were the principles, such the conduct,

which gave birth to your laws. You still ad-

mire that self-confidence which suggested the

idea that we possessed sutticient virtue to gov-
ern ourselves

;
you still acknowledge that, with-

out the observance of its rules, no society can
exist ; and you still retain the just conviction

that, without religion, man degenerates into the

beast that perishes. Shall I here, then, place

before your view that situation into which your

laws have fallen ! Shall I remind you that they

have become a dead letter ; that they are treated

as unworthy of your regard ; that there is

scarcely a parish which conforms to them, or

even knows the duties which they enjoin 1

No, brethren ! You are ready to spare me the

pain which you know must attend so disagreea-

ble a recital, and yourselves the mortification

which it would excite in your breasts. To all

of us, this truth is too impressive not to be
felt and acknowledged, that, unless the laws

and the rules which we have adopted for our

government as a Christian society be strictly

adhered to and enforced, our church must fall

the victim of our own apathy. But, in God's

name, is it possible that the flight of a few
years has wrought such degeneracy in the sons

of a church which has for ages been the orna-

ment and the bulwark of genuine Christianity 1

Is it possible that we have already experienced

so violent a recession from those just, wise, and

virtuous principles which originated our laws,

as that all attachment to them, all sense of their

utility, all conviction of the necessity of their

observance, is eradicated and lost 1 I will not

indulge a supposition so degrading to us, so

humiliating to our church, so afflictive to virtue

and to religion. But I will earnestly and affec-

tionately exhort you, brethren, to dispel this

astonishing, this fatal lethargy ; to resume your

wonted love for your maternal church, that

church which first nurtured you with the milk

of the gospel ; and to evince a determination to

atone for past neglect, by your attention to her

laws in future. That every difficulty may be

removed in thus acting, the Convention has

directed a sufficient number of copies of them
to be forwarded to each parish. Let, I entreat,

the vestries become intimately acquainted with

them, and zealous for their observance ; let

stated times of reading them to our congrega-

tions be carefully regarded ; and let ministers,

vestrymen, every worthy member of the church,

feel a lively interest in their support. In those

parishes where there are no vestries duly

elected, let some friend to our church urge,

without delay, the duty and the necessity of

holding an election, and of organizing that es-

sential part of our ecclesiastical government.
Let men be chosen whose souls can comprehend
a general good ; and whose hearts, warmed
with the love of religion, know how to appre-

ciate its value. Let such men be the guardians

of the property of the church ; let them hus-

band it with an affectionate concern ; let them
manage it with the same prudence which they

extend to their private affairs ; and let them not

despair of obtaining, in due time, holy and vir-

tuous pastors, whose instructions, admonitions,

and example, they will love, reverence, and
follow.

I proceed to another subject. St. Paul, when
he visited Athens, observed an altar dedicated

to ike unknown God. Suppose the holy apostle,

descending from the mansions of eternal bliss,

should visit our altars and our temples : to

whom do you imagine he would think they

were dedicated ! Not, surely, to that God
in whom we live, move, and have our hevig,

and who was made known to us by his messen-
gers : nor even to the unknown God. No

!

he would consider them as dedicated, or rather

devoted, to the demon of ruin ; he would read

in their dejected, forlorn aspects, the fate which
threatens them ; and in that fate the degeneracy

of those who once felt a holy pride in having

reared them for the service of the living

God. Ah, brethren ! Is it a melancholy

truth, that your temples are the just emblems
of your regard for religion 1 You see them,

almost everywhere (I thank God there are

some, exceptions), tottering to their base. Shall

ruin seize them \ Shall those venerable fabrics

perish, and leave not a trace of public worship
among usl It is in vain to urge that our uncer-

tain tenure of them will not justify the expense
which their repairs demand. Four of the most
able jurists, men whose bright talents reflect a

lustre upon their profession, and even upon their

country, have not hesitated to declare that your
title is valid. The integrity of the judiciary will

then be your shield against every attack. Pro-
ceed upon this ground ; and while, as good citi-

zens, you cheerfully acquiesce in those laws

which the constitution of our country will em-
brace, and which the public good may require,

still maintain a sacred regard for your rights as

men and as members of a Christian society
;

nor fear a deprivation of them by any exertion

of power which justice and the universal laws

of property will not sanction. Hasten, I en-

treat you, to cause your churches to assume an

appearance more worthy of adorators of the

beneficent Parent of the universe ; let them no

longer present to the astonished eye of every

good man the miserable garb of exiles or out-

casts ; let not their silent eloquence plead in

vain ; but let the love of God and of our holy

religion open the palm of bounty, and let all vol-

untarily contribute to their necessities, accord-

ing to that store with which a kind Providence

hath blessed him. The vestries will, I trust,

make every proper arrangement, and conduct

this good, this necessary work, with a zeal which

knows how to ensure success. The simplicity

of our worship requires no pomp or magnifi-

cence in our buildings appropriated for that pur-

pose ; but assuredly it is a duty incumbent

upon us to keep them in decent rpjjair, to guard

them against the injuries which they must re-

ceive from time, and particularly from a shame-

ful exposure to every insult.
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This subject is interesting, not only on ac-

count of the value of the buildings, and their

convenience for public worship, but also on

another ground. By an unavoidable associa-

tion of ideas, men easily transfer to religion

itself that indifference, that contempt, which

they see manifested towards one of the means

of promoting it. It is in vain to say we have

a just and a sincere regard for religion ; we
know and we feel its infinite importance to tem-

poral and eternal felicity ; and at the same time

permit those buildings, so essential to its dis-

semination, to exhibit a spectacle at which the

good and the pious man, of whatever sect he

may be, must weep. No, brethren ! Your
very children will not be duped by so shallow a

pretext. They will draw for themselves that in-

ference which you will never afterward be able to

shake. They will be cradled in a contempt for

religion. Yes ; this atllicting spectacle of an

object which ought to recall to the infant

mind, and to the minds even of the aged, the

awful idea of a God, such as we worship, must
be fatal to religion and to virtue.

Let me then, brethren, earnestly exhort you,

in every parish to which the exhortation will

apply, and particularly in those parishes where
there may not be, at present, a stated minister,

carefully to attend to this important object

;

and let us evince externally, as well as inter-

nally, that we have not forsaken the God who
made us, nor lightly esteemed the rock of our

salvation.

This subject calls me to another very nearly

connected with it ; I mean, the situation of

your pastors. That some stipend should be

allowed for their support and that of their fami-

lies, is obvious. The truth is acknowledged

by the facility with which a subscription is gen-

erally obtained ; but, unfortunately for the pastor

and for religion, the collection too often proves

another mortifying truth, which I need not de-

tail. It is not expected, it is not desired, that

the pastoral office should be burdensome to

those for whose instruction and benefit it was
instituted ; but, on the other hand, it can nei-

ther be expected nor desired by the real friends

of religion, that the labours of that office should

receive so uncertain, so precarious a reward, as

not to afford the necessary support. In the

present state of society, nothing can be accom-
plished without pecuniary aid. Your pastors,

thougli glowing with the zeal of martyrs, though
animated by the most ardent love for piety and
virtue, though urged by the strongest sense of

duty to God and to their Saviour, cannot devote
themselves to their holy functions, unless they

know that they may rely upon a certain stipu-

lated income. No clergyman is so weak as to

expect to be enriched by his ministerial labours
;

but every one who discharges his duly with the

fidelity which becomes his station, and whose
life is, as it ought to be, a living gospel to his

parishioners, should in justice receive that

compensation at least which may enable him
to continue his utility. It is fortunate for you,

for themselves, and for society, that to the min-
isterial office, your pastors generally add the

office of instructers of youth. In this double
capacity, they discharge duties the most inter-

esting. It is certainly in the first period of edu-
cation that the germe of future greatness is

either fostered with a genial warmth which en-

sures its full development, or is bruised, stifled

perhaps, or deadened, by the murdering hand of

the instructer. Of what infinite importance,

then, is it not to parents and to their children,

to have in their own neighbourhood, or in their

parishes, schools under the guidance of men
whose profession and whose duty is the incul-

cation and the practice of the sublimest moral
duties, while they are instilling into the infant

mind the first rudiments of science. Parents

ought to have the highest security that the pas-

tor of their church will be the faithful guardian

of the morals and improvement of their chil-

dren ; while the vicinity also of the school ena-

bles parents to superintend the discharge of

this most important trust. It is true, and I re-

joice at it, that the pastor frequently derives

from his labours, as instructer of youth, a rea-

sonable competence ; but it is no less true, that

without this auxiliary resource, few could con-

tinue their ministerial functions. They do not

find, that they who preach the gospel can hve
by the gospel, though the Scriptures inform us
they should. But if this be the case, if it be a
melancholy truth that the ministers of our
church do not, as ministers, receive that sup-

port which their labours merit, or which will

enable them to continue those labours, the in-

evitable consequence must be, so soon as this

generation is passed, that there will be neither

able pastors of our churches, nor confidential

pastoral instructers of our children. But, I

ask, who among us wishes to see the mournful
period arrive, when the attendants at the altar

shall no longer be men well instructed, well

educated in all liberal science ; men whose
minds, enlarged by true philosophy, and exalted

by sublime conceptions of the Deity, contain

within themselves the strongest stimulus to vir-

tuous action, as well as the surest antidote to

a grovelling fanaticism, or^a wild and extrava-

gant enthusiasm, as inconsistent with the gos-

pel as with reason 1 And yet arrive it must,

unless the only preventive which the case will

admit be strenuouslv applied. I exhort you,

then, adopt in your respective parishes some
certain mode, by which your pastors may be

assured of receiving the stipulated support

which you may find yourselves able and willing

to give. Let it be moderate, but let it be cer-

tain.

It is now no longer admitted to plead disaf-

fection to the clergyman. He is a man of like

passions with yourselves. He may prove a re-

creant in the cause of religion and virtue. If

such should be the fatal issue ; if he should de-

part from the strictest adherence to those sa-

cred duties which his profession enjoins ; if,

instead of being a light, he should become a

blot upon our church, the canon passed at our

last state Convention points out to you the

mode by which we may, as expeditiously as

justice will admit, purge off the foul stain.
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There still remains another subject which
ought not to be omitted in this short, but sin-

cerely afl'cctionate address.

Certainly, our best reason authorizes the be-

lief, that the order of the universe was not only
at first established, but is every moment main-
tained, by the incessant agency of one Supreme
Mind. AH the phenomena of this world, and
of other worlds, so far as we can trace them,
lead to the necessary conclusion of a presiding, as

well as a creating God. Nor is it less certain,

that our perceptions of moral distinctions, the ad-

monitions of conscience, the irresistible impulse
which forcps ns to love virtue and to hate vice,

do all im|)ly a conviction of the moral adminis-

tration of the universe. Man sees everywhere
clear indications of a connexion between virtue

and happiness, to which he must conform if he
would avoid misery. He sees everywhere a

system upheld by laws, both physical and moral,

which never err ; and which, the more they

are investigated, the more do they evince the

beneficent design of the Creator. It is thus

that the mind acquires just ideas of the attri-

butes of God, and from thence of the relation

we bear to him. The duties of religion follow

as a self-evident consequence. If infinite power,
infinite wisdom, infinite moral excellence be the

attributes of the Deity, must we not extend to

him, though in an infinite degree, all those affec-

tions of veneration, of love, of gratitude and
confidence, which similar attributes in our fel-

lovi'-creatures, however vast the difference, never

fail to excite in the breast of every one who has

not lost the nature of a man ! Surely the cul-

tivation of those atTections, the establishment

of an habitual love and reverence for the Su-

preme Being, is the first great branch of mo-
rality ; nor is it possible that the virtue of that

man can be complete or consistent with itself,

whose mind is not acted upon, warmed, and

elevated by these first sentiments of piety, which
nature and reason so powerfully inculcate ; while,

on the other hand, it is impossible that exalted

virtue should not be the offspring of such senti-

ments, wherever they are received, loved, and

cherished in all their purity. Can man conceive

just ideas of a God, can he believe in him as

the Creator, the protector of whatever exists,

but particularly as the friend of innocence and

virtue, and not feel the strongest inducement to

practise every branch of his duty 1 Will not

conscience be to him the vicegerent of God]
Will not its whispers be to him the commands
of that Being whose government can have no

other object than the happiness and the perfec-

tion of his creation 1 Can man extend his

views still further, and, aided by the combined
light of reason and revelation, contemplate him-

self as the heir of immortal life ; can he enter-

tain a just regard for an eternity of happiness
;

can he consider the connexion between that

happiness and virtue as indissoluble ; can he, in

a word, look intensely forward to a state of fu-

ture rewards and punishments, and not be urged,

by the most irresistible motives, to love and to

practise the purest virtue 1 Who does not see

that religion thus becomes a species of authori-

tative law, enforced by the most awful sanc-

tions, and extending not merely to our actions,

but to our thoughts !
" In the case of the

great bulk of mankind," says an able modern
philosopher, "who are incapable of abstract spec-
ulation, and whose moral feelings cannot be
supposed to have received much cultivation, it

is chiefly this view of religion, which is addressed
to their hopes and fears, that secures a faithful

discharge of their social duiies," Let us not,

then, suppress the truth, that religion, such as

the blessed Jesus presejits to us, is essential to

private and to public, to temporal as well as

eternal felicity. Ah ! had men acted upon
this truth, had they cherished the spirit of our
holy religion and obeyed its precepts, instead

of desolation and misery, in.stead of those bit-

ter potions of sorrow and wretchedness with

which ambition and impiety have drenched the

human race, righteousness atid peace, justice

and benevolence, would long have flowed as

mighty streams throughout the earth, gladden-

ing the nations, and pouring through a thou-

sand different channels prosperity, happiness,

and joy.

But, brethren, if reason, if revelation, if duty
and interest, if the good order of society, if

every unbiased sentiment of the human heart,

if, in short, every consideration the most impor-

tant to man, thus evinces the high and inestima-

ble value of religion, it follows, undoubtedly,

that the abandonment of it must be fatal to

human happiness. This conclusion follows, or

vvn should be justified in the expectation of an
effect when the only cause which can produce

it is removed. Mliat then is the real fact 1

Is not religion, I might not confine the question

to that sincere and ardent love for it which the

truly virtuous only feel, but is not even the ap-

pearance of religion almost laid aside, nay,

scoffed at, by the great bulk of society ! I do
not think it becomes nic to dissemble this truth,

terrific as it really is ; nor do I think it neces-

sary, though the task would not be difficult, to

investigate the causes which have produced the-

effect; but I am convinced, deeply convinced,

that the affirmative cannot be denied. Do not

our days of public worship manifest this truth 1

Does not the entire neglect of parents in the

religious instruction of their children manifest

this truth 1 Docs not the rapid growth of im-

morality in general, of profaneness and impiety
;

do not the beginnings of prodigious crimes

;

does not that parly rage, which, not content

with blasting, by slander's envenomed breath,

the well-earned fame of honesty and worth, but,

tiger-like, thirsts even for the blood of fellow-

citizens; do not all these effects demonstrate

that religion no longer dwells among us ? But,

indeed, I might save both you and myself the

trouble of these interrogatories, and ask, whether

there be a truth more manifest to the minds of

all, or one, which could be the cause of more

exultation to many 1

If such then be our situation, while the im-

portance of religion is also such as we contend

for, what remains to be done ? Shall we, with

folded arms, await the rising tempest which
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threatens to shake this guilty land, and to sweep

with the besom of destruction these fair fabrics

of human wisdom, the proudest monuments of

republican virtue ; or shall we raise to Heaven

the only means which are left of averting the

impending ruin, and of conducting it silently

and imperceptibly from us ! Between these

extremes, a wise man will not hesitate. He
will seize those means with avidity. He will

become the sincere and the active friend of

rational religion ; convinced that it is the only

foundation upon which good morals, and, con-

sequently, private, social, and eternal hajjpiness,

can securely rest. He will see that those pre-

tended lovers of morality who tear it from

religion, leave a bleeding trunk and grasp a

withered bough. He will guard the sacred

trunk, nourish its roots, protect its branches,

and once more indulge the delicious hope of

enjoying the fruits of righteousness and of

peace.

But in order that a specific mode may be

adopted which shall be the most likely to pro-

duce the effect so devoutly to be wished, the

revival of a just sense of religion, permit me to

submit the following to every parish.—Let the

vestries assemble so soon as it may be conve-

nient ; and let it then be proposed to enter into

a solemn engagement with each other, to use

every exertion to induce a regular attendance at

church, whenever an opportunity is presented
;

let them resolve to set the example ; let their

attendance, with their families, be as constant

and uniform as possible ; and let each, being

provided with a prayer-book, join in the service,

as our church has directed. Let them also use

all their influence, by reasoning, by persuasion,

by such exhortations as may be thought most

proper, to induce tlieir neighbours to adopt and

to carry into effect the same resolution. Let

them begin, seriously and heartily, to attend to

whatever concerns the interest of the church
;

and, for this purpose, to have regular quarterly

meetings. If those meetings could be held in

church, after divine service, I believe it would
often be found most convenient. Let also every

respectable and influential character who may
prefer our church, whether he be a vestryman

or not, resolve to give his assistance : let all join

zealously in this good work, and we should soon

see rational religion to revive among us. I do
not suppose that any one, who has voluntarily

undertaken the office of a vestryman, will object

to what has been here proposed, unless he can
suggest a better plan to elfect the same purpose

;

but if any one should, a resignation would be a

benefit which he could have no reluctance in

conferring upon religion and the church.

It will not be objected to this proposal, that

we might thus have the show of religion, but

still want the reality. No ! I have a higher

idea of the attractive charms of religion than to

believe that they who frequent her courts, and

who come within the music of her voice, will

not learn to love her. I know that inattention

to religion produces indifference, and that indif-

fflrcnce terminates in irreligion, iti profaneness,

and impiety ; one effect thus becoming the pro-

lific parent of other effects the most deadly to

individual, to domestic, and to social happiness.

The unnatural state of man is certainly that

which is diseased and poUutf d with moral tur-

pitude ; which is rendered loathsome by crimes

rank and offensive to Heaven and earth. A
state of religion and of virtue is his only natural

state. The distinction between the religious

and the moral man is a cobweb, which may en-

tangle the sophist himself; but he who loves

virtue, he who really practises moral duties,

will never, without some violence offered to his

nature, fall into the absurdity of neglecting the

God by whose appointment they are made
necessary to happiness. We need, then, to

arrest the progress of irreligion, only assemble

men once more as Christians ; we need only

accustom them to worship their God, to hear

instruction, and to see how amiable his taberna-

cles are ; they will abandon the unnatural state,

they will return to that which is so congenial to

their nature ; they will gradually repent, and

turn to God, and do works meet for repentance.

We should behold, in a short time, how great a

matter a little fire kindlcth ; we should see the

love of God and man to warm the breasts of

fellow-citizens ; we should see a society where
each might say. We have wronged no man, we
have corrupted no man, we have defrauded no
man ; a society in which, instead of being hate-

ful and hating one another, all bitterness, and
wrath, and clamour, and evil-speaking, and evil-

doing, would be put away from us.

To the soul frozen with apathy, or entirely

engrossed with its worldly pursuits ; to the man
who has so long abstracted himself from every

thought of religion, that it is not possible to find

even a few of its scattered rays emanating from

his breast, which we might concentre, and re-

flect back upon himself in their collected warmth,

these ideas will appear vain and illusory, perhaps

extravagant and enthusiastic. Be it so. To
those who cherish virtue ; who know, from all

past and present experience, throughout every

period of civil history, that criminality has
always advanced in the same proportion as the

principle of religion has receded ; and that it is

more easy to recall men to a state which is

natural to them, and in which their happiness is

placed by God himself, than to turn them from
it to one which is unnatural, and consequently

miserable, to such I address myself with con-

fidence. From such I hear the animating voice.

Come, let us make the noble effort ; it is reason,

it is patriotism, it is our best interest, it is grati-

tude to our God, which persuades ; let us snatch
ourselves, our children, our country, from the

madness of libertinism, from the vortex of im-
piety and irreligion, and let us revive the reign
of truth and justice, of peace and righteousness,

of love to God and man. Let us unite ; let us
act as fathers, as patriots, and as Christians ; let

us raise the parent of morality and happiness
from the dust ; and let us resolve henceforth to

become her protectors, her guardians, her truly

sincere and zealous friends.

Before such sentiments, such resolutions,

would not every obstacle vanish ' Would they
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not disappear, like the light down which the
wind chaseth from the mountain's topi They
would. There is not a tongue which is not

ready to join in the response. See then the

conclusion. The means are certain ; they are

within your power ; nay, they invite you to

hasten to their adoption. If they be not adopt-

ed, the consequences may be fatal to human
happiness,. To your consciences, and to your
God, I leave the decision. If religion, such as

the wisest and the best of men approve, must
continue to decline—perish it cannot—nothing

remains for its real friends but the mantle of

mourning. I anticipate, however, a far different

event. Besides the hope of your exertions, a

ray of consolation seems to break forth from
another quarter. The cultivation of piety is

ranked by the most eminent writers among the

highest duties which a nation owes to itself.

Perhaps the time may not be far distant, when
the enhghtcned patriots of this country, m their

legislative capacities, conscious of this duty,
" knowing that nothing is so proper as piety to

strengthen virtue, and to give it its full extent;"

and preferring the prevention of crimes to the

multiplication of sanguinary laws ; or the per-

fection of citizens to their extermination ; will

bring forward some well-digested plan for the

security of this great object. Whether a gen-

eral assessment, upon principles suited to the

nature of a free government, would not be the

most happy expedient, and productive of really

great and extensive public good, is a subject

well worthy of the most serious consideration of

every friend to virtue and genuine republicanism.

To you, reverend brethren, in particular, a

few words only shall be added. This is the

season for exertion. You will find, I trust, in

every parish, many good men, who will gladly

aid you. Consult with them ; exhort and en-

courage each other ; unite your zeal with

theirs, and let not the overflowings of ungod-
liness deter you from your duty. Extend your
care Tiot only to your own parish, but to any
neighbouring parish which may not have a

minister. Make known to all the laws and
regulations which govern us as a Christian so-

ciety ; excite all to a diligent observance of

them ; and be the first to set the example. Be
zealous for the glory of our God, walk in all his

ordinances blameless, and in every thing keep

a conscience void of offence. Be ever im-

pressed with this truth, the most important to

us and to religion, that, to be useful, we must
he respected ; and to be respected, we must be

truly good. Prudence, mildness, benevolence,

charity for all men, wisdom and piety, active,

zealous, but liberal ;—great God ! with these

virtues clothe the ministers of thy gospel.

And now, hrelhren, I comvienJ you to God,

and to the word of his grace, which is able to

build you vp, and to give you an inheritance

among all litem that are sanctified.

James M.tnisoN,

Bishop of the Protestant Episcopal

Church in Virainia.

From the best information which the author has been able to collect, the depressed condition

of the church led to the entire discontinuance of the Conventional meetings for several years.

There will therefore be found irregularity in the Journals from this period up to 1812. All that

could be procured are published.

Journal of a Special Convention of the Protestant Episcopal Church in Virginia, held at the

Capitol in the City of Richmond, May 7th, 1805.

On Tuesday, the 7th of May, in the year of

our Lord 1805, being the day appointed for a

special meeting of the Convention of the Prot-

estant Episcopal Church at the Capitol in the

city of Richmond, a sufficient number of mem-
bers having attended to form a Convention, the

Rev. Abner Waugh read prayers, after which the

Rt. Rev. Dr. Madison took his seat as president.

Charles Marshall was appointed secretary to

the Convention.

An address suitable to the occasion was de-

livered by the president.

The deputies then delivered in at the secre-

tary's table the certificates of their appoint-

ments.

Resolved, That the Rev. Mr. M'Norton and
Mr. Ambler be appointed a committee to ex-

amine the certificates of the deputies attending,

and report to the Convention.

The committee appointed to examine the cer-

tificates of members attending reported, That

F8

the returns made from the parishes of Berkeley,

Bruton, Christ's Church, Fredericksville, Ham-
ilton, Henrico, Elizabeth River, James City,

Manchester, St. Mark, Southam, St. Stephen,

St. Martin, Shelburne, Wicomico, Ware, St.

James Northam, Cumberland, and Bath, were
conformably to the canons.

The Rev. Abner Waugh, Sewall Chapin, and

Andrew Syme, appeared without certificates
;

and the Convention being satisfied that they

were regularly ordained ministers, and in the

following parishes, to wit : the Rev. Abner
Waugh in the parish of St. Mary's (Caroline),

the Rev. Andrew Syme of the parish of Bris-

tol, the Rev. Sewall Chapin in the parish of

Wcslover, and Godfrey Davenish, Master of an

Academy, King William, were severally per-

mitted to take their seats in Convention without

certificates.

The Convention was then composed of the

following members, viz —
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Clerical Deputies.

Hugh Coran Boggs,

Daniel M'Norton,

Matthew Murray, D. D.,

Charles O'Neal,

James Madison (B. and P.),

James Whitehead, D. D.,

Duncan M'Naughton,

John Dunn,

John Buchanan, D. D.,

Lay Deputies.

Robert Greenhow,
James Ball,

John Walker,
Charles Marshall,

John Ambler,
David Patteson,

James A. Patterson

William Broadus,

William Bently,

John Hull,

William Fontaine,

Richard Gaskins,

Richard Banum,

J

John Cameron, D. D.,

Wright Tucker,

Abner Waugh,
Godfrey Davenish, Master of an Academy,
Sewall Chapin,

Andrew Syme,

Resolved, That Mr. Ambler, Mr. Fontaine,

Rev. Mr. M'Norton, and Rev. Mr. Waugh, be

appointed a committee to examine the treasu-

rer's accounts and report, &c.
Resolved, That the Rev. Doctor Cameron,

the Rev. Doctor Buchanan, the Rev. James
Whitehead, the Rev. Daniel M'Norton, the

Rev. Matthew Murray, the Rev. Hugh Coran
Boggs, the Rev. Abner Waugh, Mr. Walker,

Mr. Ball, Mr. Ambler, Mr. Greenhow, Mr.

Fontaine, Mr. Broadus, and Mr. Marshall, be

appointed a committee to take under considera-

tion the subjects mentioned in the president's

address this day delivered, and also the general

business to be laid before the Convention, and
report their opinion of the measures necessary

to be adopted, and that the ])resident be re-

quested to attend the said committee.

Resolved, That the Convention do to-morrow
form themselves into a committee of the whole, to

take under consideration the state of the church.

Resolved, That the thanks of tiiis Conven-
tion be given to the Right Rev. Doctor Madi-
son for his well-timed and judicious address.

Resolved, That the visiters of districts who
are present, give as accurate information as

they can to the secretary, of the officiating

clergy within their respective vestry districts.

Ordered, That the Convention do adjourn un-
til to-morrow morning, 9 o'clock.

Wednesday, May 8th, 1805.

The Convention met according to adjourn-
ment. Prayers were read by the Rev. Mr.
Young, and a sermon delivered by the Rev.
Mr. Dunn.
The Rev. John Bracken, D. D., of the parish

of Bruton, appeared and took his seat.

Certiticates from the clerk of Washington
])arish, from the Wardens of Elizabeth City
parish, from Drysdale parish, and from Fred-
erick parish, were severally handed in at the

John Curd,

Edmund P. Bacon,

John Walker,

Parishes.

Berkeley.

Bruton.

Christ's Church.
Fredericksville.

Hamilton.

James City.

Manchester.

Elizabeth River.

St. Mark.
Southam.
St. Stephen.

St. Martin.

Shelburne.

Wicomico.
Ware.
Henrico.

St. James.

Cumberland.
Bath.

St. Mary.
King William.

Westover.
Bristol.

secretary's table, and, upon being examined by
the committee appointed for that purpose, were
found to be conformable to the canons ; where-
upon the Rev. James Elliott and Daniel Car-

michael, deputies from the parish of Washing-
ton, the Rev. Benjamin Brown and John Coop-
er, deputies from the parish of Elizabeth City,

William Syme, a lay deputy from the parish of

Drysdale, and Gilbert Page, a lay deputy from
the parish of Frederick, severally took their seats.

The committee appointed yesterday to take

under consideration the president's address, and
also the general business to be laid before the

Convention, returned a report in part, which
was delivered in at the secretary's table, where
it was read.

Resolved, That the Convention form them-
selves into a committee of the whole on the

state of the church.

The Convention then formed themselves into

a committee of the whole, to take under consid-

eration the report of the select committee, Mr.
David Patteson in the chair ; and after some
time spent, the committee rose, reported, and
asked leave to sit again.

Mr. David Patteson reported, That the com-
mittee of the whole had gone through the re-

port of the select committee, and agreed to the

same, with an amendment, which he delivered

in at the secretary's table.

Resolved, That the said report lie on the table,

and be made the order of the day for to-morrow.
The Rev. John Bracken and Robert Page

were added to the committee appointed to take
under consideration the president's address, and
the general business to be laid before the Con-
vention.

Ordered, That the Convention be adjourned
until to-morrow morning, 9 o'clock.

Thursday, May 9th, 1805.

The Convention met according to adjourn-
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meut. Prayers were read by the Rev. John
Buchanan. The Convention then proceeded
to consider the report yesterday made from tiie

committee of the whole on the state of the

church, and which was made the order of tlie

day.

The said report having been debated by sec-

tions, received several amendments, and was
afterward read by the secretary as amended.

Resolved, That the said report, as amended,
be agreed to.

Resolved, That a canon in conformity to the

said report be prepared and reported to the

Convention.

A canon conformably to the said report was
then presented, as follows :

A Canon for the effectual government of the

Protestant Episcopal Church in this State.

Whereas the present state of the Prot-

estant Episcopal Church in Virginia has ex-

perienced many and great inconveniences from
the want of such regulations and provisions as

the good and wholesome government of the

said church required, and from the nonper-
formance of e.xisting canons ; Now, in order

that such inconveniences may be removed, so

far as lieth in this Convention, and that the

rules and canons of the said church, and also

those of the General Convention, may be

strictly observed and enforced in all time to

come, that all the members of the said church,

whether clergymen or laymen, may be e.xcited

to the most zealous and commendable exertions

to further, by all justihable means, the future

prosperity of the church,

Be it ordained. That every minister shall lay

before each Convention a full statement of the

church within his care, which shall exhibit not

only the numbers of his congregation or con-

gregations, but of their increase or decrease,

the number of communicants, the support which
he receives, the attention paid to the preservation

of the church or churches, the state of psalm-

ody, the use of the Book of Common Prayer,

and the general observance of the ordinances.

Sec. 2d. Every minister shall take due care

that vestries be regularly elected, that the rules

of the church be read agreeably to a canon pro-

vided for that purpose, and shall once at least

in every year preach a sermon upon the neces-

sity of knowing and adhering to the rules of the

church, and use every exertion to instruct the

rising generation in the principles of Christianity

and of our church.

Sec 3d. Every minister shall attend Con-
ventions, unless in case of sickness or other

sufficient reason, of which each succeeding
Convention shall be notified and judge.

Sec. 4lh. In any case of nonobservance of

these regulations, the sentence shall be admo-
nition, censure, or suspension.

Sec. 5th. Any lay member of the church,

conducting himself in a manner unworthy of a

Christian, may be, and ought to be, admonished

by the minister and vestry of the parish or con-

gregation ; and if such member persevere in

«uch conduct, he shall be suspended or expelled

by the minister and vestry ; in which case he
may appeal to the Convention, who shall have
power to contirm or reject the sentence.

Resolved, That tiie said canon do pass, and
the title thereof be, " A canon for the effectual

government of the Protestant Episcopal Church
in this state."

Resolved, That the treasurer be directed to
take measures for compiling into one volume all

the canons and resolutions, as well of the gen-
eral as State Conventions, whicii shall have been
heretofore made and are now in force, for the
government of the Protestant Episcopal Church

;

and that he cause two hundred copies to be im-
mediately printed, and distributed among the
ministers and laymen of the several parishes
within this state, who shall hold such copies for

the use of their respective vestries, and shall

submit them, when desired, to the inspection of

parishioners.

Resolved, That the Rev. Mr. M'Norton, the

Rev. Mr. Whitehead, D. D., the Rev. Mr.
Bracken, D. D., the Rev. Mr. Boggs, Mr. Walk-
er, Mr. Ambler, and Mr. Page, be appointed a
committee to bring in a canon amendatory of

the canon concerning presbyteries.

Resolved, That the thanks of this Convention
be given to the Rev. Mr. Dunn for his excel-

lent sermon preached yesterday.

The committee appointed to examine the

treasurer's accounts, returned their report that

there was a balance remaining in his hands of

671. 12s. 7d.

Resolved, That the said account and report

do pass.

The committee appointed to take into con-

sideration the subjects mentioned in the presi-

dent's address, and also the general business to be

laid before the Convention, reported, Tliat they

had, according to order, again taken those sub-

jects into their consideration, and had agreed to

several resolutions thereupon, which were de-

livered in at the secretary's table : which reso-

lutions are in the words following, to wit :

—

Whereas the great question of the title to

the glebe-lands belonging to the Protestant

Episcopal Church, in the estimation of this

committee, remains yet undecided ; and this

committee, considering the law of this common-
wealth, passed in tlie year 1802, authorizing the

overseers of the poor to expose to sale all va-

cant glebes, to be unconstitutional, as interfering

with a title com[)letely vested in the Episcopal

Church, and subversive of private right ; and

this committee, feeling an ardent desire to de-

fend the rights of the church, they therefore

recommend to the Convention, for their adoption,

the following resolutions :

—

Resolved, That the bishop and standing com-

mittee be authorized and requested to pursue to

the end the defence of the riglits and property

of the churches aforesaid.

Resolved, That this Convention will endeav-

our, by contribution from the several parishes or

otherwise, to raise a fund for the purpo.se of

defraying any and all expenses which may bo

incurred in the protection and maintenance of

the rif'hts aforesaid.
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These resolutions, after being read, were

agreed to.

A resolution from the same committee was

delivered in at the secretary's table, and, after

being read, was agreed to in the words follow-

ing :

—

Resolved, That it shall be the duty of the vis-

iter of each district in the state, to report as

soon as possible to the bishop and standing com-

mittee all the parishes within his district, with

the name of each parish, what parishes have

incumbents, who those are, what parishes are

vacant, what glebes have been sold, and what

are in a state of litigation ; and that it be the

duty of the bishop and standing committee to

report the result to the next Convention.

Resolved, That the committee appointed to

take into consideration the subjects mentioned

in the president's address, and also the general

business to be laid before the Convention, be

discharged from further proceeding.

Whereas the bishop has represented to this

Convention, that from want of bodily strength,

and from sundry necessary and official occupa-

tions, he finds himself unable to discharge the

whole of the arduous and important duties an-

nexed to that office ; Resolved, That it is ex-

pedient an assistant bishop be appointed.

Ordered, That the said resolution be commit-

ted to a committee of the whole on the state of

the church.

The Convention then formed themselves into

a committee of the whole on tlie state of the

church, Mr. D. Patteson in the chair ; and af-

ter some time spent therein, the committee
rose, and the chairman reported. That the com-
mittee had, according to order, taken the said

resolution under consideration, and had directed

him to report the same without amendment.
The Convention then took the report of the

committee of the whole into consideration, and
agreed thereto.

Resolved, That the nomination of an assist-

ant bishop be postponed until the next Conven-
tion.

Resolved, That it he recommended to the

clergy in their respective cures, to embrace
every opportunity of visiting their parishioners,

accompanying those visits with instructions suit-

able to their sacred office, insisting on the ne-

cessity of religion to the happiness of man, the

duly incumbent on all parents to instruct their

children in the principles of Christianity, the

advantages arising from family worship, and a

})ointed attendance on the public worship of our
church.

The said resolution being first read by the sec-

retary, and then by the president, was agreed to.

A resolution respecting itinerant ministers

was delivered in at the secretary's table ; and af-

ter being read, Resolved, That the said resolu-

tion be committed to the Rev. John Bracken,
D. D., the Rev. Mr. Whitehead, D. D., the

iicv Mr. Boggs, the Rev. Mr. M'Norton, Mr.
Walker, Mr. Ambler, and Mr. Page, to make a
report on the same.

Ordered, That the Convention adjourn until

lo-morrow morning, 10 o'clock.

Friday, M.\y 10, 1805.

The Convention met according to adjourn-

ment.

The Rev. Matthew Murray, D. D., read pray-

ers.

The committee to whom was referred the res-

olution concerning itinerant missionaries re-

ported. That they had, according to order, taken

into consideration the subject, and had come to

a resolution thereupon, which was delivered in

at the secretary's table, and, after being twice

read, was agreed to, as follows :

—

Whereas many parishes in this state are with-

out pastors, so that the members of the Prot-

estant Episcopal Church residing therein have

no opportunity of hearing the doctrines of our

church explained and inculcated, and of having

its several ordinances administered : And where-

as it is believed that the interests of religion

will be promoted by the mission of suitable char-

acters in the several districts within this state,

for the purpose of explaining and inculcating

those doctrines, and of administering such or-

dinances : Resolved, That it be recommended
to the bishop and standing committee to select

so many suitable characters as they shall deem
necessary, from time to time, for the objects

aforesaid ; and that, previous to such missions,

due notice shall be given, by circular letters or

otherwise, to the minister and vestry, or, where
there is no vestry, to some respectable member
or members of each parish, whose duty it shall

be to promote a subscription for the compensa-
tion of such travelling ministers, and that the sev-

eral sums so raised be forwarded to the treasurer

of the church, subject to the management and
disposal of the bishop and standing committee.

Resolved, That the Rev. Dr. Buchanan be

appointed treasurer of the church for the ensu-

ing year.

Resolved, That the next Convention be held

in the city of Richmond.
Resolved, That the treasurer be directed to

report to the next Convention what parishes

have failed in payment of the annual requisi-

tions, with a statement of the amount of the ar-

rearages due from each delinquent parish ; and, in

the meantime, that he shall transmit to the minis-

ter and vestry, or, where there shall be no minis-

ter or vestry, to some respectable member of such
delinquent parish, a statement of the balances

due from such parish.

Resolved, That Cyrus Griffin, Joseph Prentis,

James Henderson, Champion Travis, John
Bracken, and Robert Greenhow, be appointed a
standing committee for the ensuing year.

The thanks of this Convention were unani-

mously given to Charles Marshall, for his atten-

tion to the duty of secretary.

Ordered, That the treasurer pay to the Right
Rev. Dr. Madison one luiiulred and fifty dol-

lars, for his services as bishop for the last year.

Resolved, That the Reverend Mr. Duncan
M'Naughion, the Rev. Mr. Davenish, and the

Rev. Mr. Boggs, be each of them requested to

prepare a sermon, to be preached before the next
Convention.

Resolved, That the treasurer pay five dollars



CONVENTION OF lfil2. 87

ta the person who has acted as doorkeeper to

the Gonvention.
Resolved, That it be recommended to the

bishop and standing committee to call the next

Convention to meet on the first Tuesday in

May, 1806.

Resolved, That two hundred copies of the

Journal be printed, under the direction of the

Rev. Mr. Buchanan, D. D., and that two copies

be furnished to each parish.

The Convention then adjourned.

Attest, Charles Marshall, Secretary.

A Canon to amend the Canon entitled "A
Canon concerning Conventions." [Passed in

May, 1803.]

Fifteen deputies, qualified or appointed agree-

ably to the canon concerning Conventions, shall

be a Convention, any thing in the said canon

concerning Conventions notwithstanding : And
there shall be a Convention of the Protestant

Episcopal Church in this state on the fourth

Tuesday of May in every year, instead of the

first Tuesday of May, in such place as shall be

agreed on by the Convention. Provided al-

ways, That for the altering or framing of a canon,

twenty-five members at least shall be neces-

sary.

A Canon for the effectual government of the

Protestant Episcopal Church in this Stale.

[Passed in May, 1805.]

See Journal of May 9th, 1805.

Journal of a Special Convention of the Protestant Episcopal Church in Virginia, held at the

Capitol in the City of Richmond, May I3th, 1812.

On Wednesday, the 13th of May, in the year

of our Lord 1812, being the day appointed for

the special meeting of the Convention of the

Protestant Episcopal Church in Virginia, at the

capitol in the city of Richmond, a sufficient

number of members having attended to form a

Convention, the Rev. Mr. Strebeck read prayers,

after which the Rev. Dr. John Bracken was

chosen president, and George Deneale, Esq.

was appointed secretary.

The clerical and lay deputies then delivered

in at the secretary's table the certificates of

their appointment.

On motion, Resolved, That the Rev. John

Cameron, the Rev. John Buchanan, and Mr.

William Moore, be appointed a committee to

examine the certificates aforesaid, and to report

thereon.

The said committee shortly after reported,

That the returns made from the parishes of

Bristol, Lynnhaven, Cumberland, Manchester,

Henrico, Lytlleton, Staunton, St. Mark, Christ

Church, Alexandria, St. George, Wicomico,

Suffolk, Berkeley, Bruton, and Antrim, were con-

formable to the canons.

The Convention was then composed of the

following members, viz. :

—

Clerical Deputies.

Rev. Andrew Syme,
Anthony Walke,
John Cameron,

John Buchanan,

William King,

John Woodville,

William Meade,
George Strebeck,

Samuel Low,
Jacob Keeling,

Hugh C. Boggs,

John Bracken,

Alexander Hay,

On motion made by the Rev. Dr. Cameron,

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to

take into consideration the expediency of amend-

ing the canon concerning vestries and trustees,

passed in May, 1799, which resolution was re-

ferred to the Rev. Mr. Cameron, Rev. Mr.

Walke, Rev. Mr. Boggs, Mr. M'Rae, and Mr.

Patteson.

On motion made and seconded. Resolved,

That a committee be appointed to amend the

canon entitled a canon concerning Conventions,

passed in May, 1803, which resolution was also

Lay Deputies.

William Moore,

David Patteson,

Alexander M'Rae,
Codrington Carrington,

George Turner,

Robert Slaughter,

Raleigh W. Downman, )

John M. Smith, )

George Deneale,

Wdliam S. Stone,

Thomas Gaskins,

Thomas H. P. Goodwyn,

Parishes.

Bristol.

Lynnhaven.
Cumberland.
Manchester.

Henrico.

Littleton.

Staunton.

St. Mark.

Christ Church.

Alexandria.

St. George.

Wicomico.
Suffolk.

Berkeley.

Bruton.

Antrim.

referred to the Rev. Mr. Cameron, Rev. Mr.

Walke, Rev. Mr. Boggs, Mr. M'Rae and Mr.

Patteson.

On motion, Resolved, That Mr. Robert

Slaughter and Mr. William B. Stone be ap-

point^ed a committee to examine the treasurer's

accounts, and to report thereon.

A motion was made and seconded. That a

committee be appointed to consider the ex-

pediency of amending the 7th canon; and on

the question being put, it passed in the affirma-

tive The following gentlemen were accord-
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ingly appointed, viz. : the Rev. Mr. Cameron,

Rev. Mr. Walke, Rev. Mr. Boggs, Rev. Mr.

Meade, Rev. Mr. Hay, Mr. M'Rae, Mr. Tatte-

son, Mr. Gaskins, and Mr. Downman.
A certificate from Frederick parish was laid

on the secretary's table by Mr. Edward M'Guire,

showing his appointment as a lay deputy from

the said parish ; which, on examination, was

found to be conformable to the canons, and Mr.

M'Guire took his seat accordingly.

The Rev. Alexander Hay, from Antrim parish,

presented a report agreeably to a canon ''for the

effectual government of the Protestant Episco-

pal Church in this slate."

On a motion made, it was unanimously Re-
solved, That the Rev. Dr. Bracken be requested

to deliver a sermon to-morrow morning at

11 o'clock.

The Convention then adjourned until to-

morrow morning 11 o'clock.

Thursday, 14th May, 1812.

The Convention met, agreeably to adjourn-

ment, at 11 o'clock. Present the same mem-
bers as yesterday. Divine service was per-

formed, and a sermon preached by the Rev. Dr.

Bracken; after which, Resolved, That the thanks

of this Convention be given to the Rev. Dr.

Bracken, for the excellent sermon he delivered.

On a motion made and seconded, the Con-
vention resolved itself into a committee of the

whole on the state of the church, Mr. Moore
in the chair ; and after some time spent therein,

the committee rose, and the chairman reported,

That the committee had come to the following

resolutions, viz. :

—

Resolved, That it is expedient that the stand-

ing committee should address, and they are

hereby requested to address, a circular letter to

the minister and vestrymen of each parish in this

state, or to the vestry, where there is no minister,

calling on them in the most urgent manner to

carry into effect "the canon for the effectual gov-

ernment of the Protestant Episcopal Church in

this state ;" and also the fortieth canon of the

General Convention of the Protestant Episco-

pal Church. And also. Resolved, That the stand-

ing committee be requested to address the min-

ister and vestry of each parish, or the vestry,

where there is no minister, urging them to com-
ply with the annual requisition for the general

fiurposes of the church ; which said resolutions

laving been twice severally read, were agreed
to by the Convention.

A motion was made. That, when the Conven-
tion adjourns, it adjourn to the hour of five this

afternoon, for the purpose of taking into con-

sideration the propriety of electing a bishop for

this slate, which motion was agreed to.

The committee to whom was referred the

settlement of the treasurer's accounts reported,

That they had performed that duty, and found said

accounts to be correctly stated and supjiorted by
vouchers, and that there remained in the treas-

urer's hands a balance of 52/. 2a-. 1(/.. which report

was received and approved by the Convention.
The Convention then adjourned till 5 o'clock

P M.

Thursday, 5 o'clock P. M.—The Conven-
tion met agreeably to adjournment.

The chairman of the committee appointed to

take into consideration the expediency of amend-
ing the canon concerning vestries and trustees,

passed in May, 1799, reported it to be the

opinion of the committee, That it is inexpedient

at this time to alter in any manner whatever
any part of the canon aforesaid ; which report

having been twice read, was agreed to by the

Convention.

The chairman of the committee appointed to

amend the canon concerning Conventions, pass-

ed in May, 1803, reported, That the said com-
mittee had, according to order, maturely con-

sidered whether any, and if any, what amend-
ments were necessary to the said canon, and

had agreed to the following, to wit : that in the

first line thereof the word 7iine should be in-

serted in place of the word fifteen ; and that in

the last line but one, the word fifteen should be

inserted instead of the words twenty-five ; which
said several amendments having been duly read,

were agreed to by the Convention ; and a canon

conformably thereto was accordingly prepared

and submitted : the said canon having been
read a first and second time, was ordered to be

engrossed, and read a third time ; and having

been so read, was passed. Ordered, That the

title of the said canon be, " A canon to amend
the canon entitled a canon to amend the canon

entitled a canon concerning Conventions."

The chairman of the committee appointed to

consider the expediency of amending the 7th

canon reported. That, according to order, the

said committee having maturely considered the

propriety of amending the same, had agreed to

the following amendments, to wit : That all the

words of the first section, from the vi'ord "cler-

gymen" in the eighth line, to the word " the" in

the thirteenth line, shall be stricken out, and that

in lieu thereof be inserted the following words,

viz. : and vestrymen as he or ihey may deem
proper ; and also, that the whole of the third

section of the said canon be expunged there-

from : which said several amendments having

been duly considered, were agreed to by the

Convention. A canon was then prepared in

conformity to the said amendments, which
canon having been read a first and second time,

was ordered to be engrossed, and read a third

time ; and after being engrossed, having been so

read, was passed. Ordered, That the title of the

said canon be, "A canon to amend the canon en-

titled a canon to amend the canon entitled a

canon concerning offences, and the mode of pro-

ceeding against offending ministers."

The Rev. William H. Wilmer and Mr.
Charles Page appeared and produced certifi-

cates of their election as deputies from St.

Paul's Church, in Alexandria ; which, on exam-
ination, were found to be conformable to the

canons, and they took their seats accordingly.

A motion was made and seconded, 1'hat the

Convention do now proceed to the appointment
of deputies to the next General Convention to be

holden in Philadelphia ; and on the question

being put, it passed in the affirmative ; the Rev.
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Doctor Bracken, the Rev. Mr. Wilmer, Mr.

M'llae, and Mr. M'Guirc, were accordingly ap-

pointed.

On motion of the Rev. Mr. Hay, leave is

granted him to withdraw his report laid on the

tabic yesterday.

The expediency of electing a bishop was next

considered, according to the resolution of this

morning, whereupon, Resolved, That it is ex-

pedient that the Convention do now proceed to

the choice of a bishop. The Rev. Mr. Bu-

chanan having nommated the Rev. Dr. Brack-

en, the members then proceeded to ballot ; and

the ballots being received, the Rev. Mr. Bu-

chanan and Mr. M'Rae were appointed a com-

mittee to count the same. The said committee

having performed that duty, reported. That they

found the ballots to be, for the Rev. Dr. Brack-

en, 22, and for the Rev. Mr. Boggs, 3 ; and

thereupon the Rev. John Bracken, D. D., was
declared to be duly elected Bishop of the Prot-

estant Episcopal Church in this state.

On motion, Resolved, That the Convention
do now jiroceed to the election of a treasurer

;

and thereupon the Rev. Mr. Buchanan was
duly elected.

On motion made by Mr. M'Rae, and seconded.

Resolved, unanimously, That the Rev. Mr.
Meade be rcijuested to deliver a sermon to-

morrow.
On motion. Resolved, That the Rev. Mr.

Dennis, the Rev. Mr. Halson, Mr. Wilson
Miles Cary, Mr. James Henderson, Mr. Alex-
ander Campbell, and Mr. Anthony Robinson, be

appointed a standing committee, agreeably to the

8th canon. Resolved, That two hundred copies

of the Journal be printed, with the canons an-

nexed, under the direction of the Rev. Mr.
Buchanan and Mr. M'Rae, and that the same

be distributed among the several parishes in

this slate.

A motion was made and seconded. That the

Convention do now procec<l to the appointment

of a clerical deputy, "in the room of the Rev.

Dr. Bracken, elected bishop, to the next General
Convention ; and on the question being taken,

it passed in the allirmative, and the Rev. Mr.
Strebeck was ajipointed accordingly.

Then the Convention adjourned until to-

morrow morning 9 o'clock.

John Bracken, President.

Friday, 15th May, 1812.

The Convention met agreeably to adjourn-

ment, and the president bemg absent, the Rev.
Mr. Boggs was requested to take the chair.

A motion was made and seconded. That the

Convention appoint two clerical and two lay

deputies, in addition to those heretofore ap-

pointed, to attend the next General Convention

m Philadelphia ; and the question being put,

it passed in the aflirmativc. The Rev. Mr.

Meade, the Rev. Mr. Boggs, Mr. Deneale, and

Mr. Patteson, were accordingly appointed.

Resolved, That the Rev. Mr. Wilmer, the

Rev. Mr. Strebeck, and the Rev. Mr. Wood-
ville, be each of them requested to prepare a ser-

mon to be preached before the next Convention.

Resolved, unanimously, That the thanks of

this Convention be given to George Deneale,

Esq., for his services as their secretary.

Resolved, That this Convention do now ad-

journ, to meet again on the fourth Tuesday in

May, in the year of our Lord 1813, in the city

of Richmond.
The Convention then adjourned.

Hugh C. Boggs.
Attest, G. Deneale, Secretary.

Journal of a Convention of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the Slate of Virginia, held at the

Capitol, in the City of Richmond, from May 25lh to May 26th, 1813, both inclusive.

Tuesday, May 25.

According to the adjournment of the last

Convention, the following gentlemen of the

clergy and laity assembled at the capitol, viz. :

Rev. Dr. Cameron, Mr. James M'Farland,
Cumberland ; Rev. Dr. Buchanan, Henrico

;

Rev. Andrew Syme, Mr. William Moore, Bris-

tol ; Rev. Samuel Low, Mr. Joseph Ball, Wi-
comico ; Rev. Wright Tucker, Bath ; Rev.
John Dunn, Shelburne ; Mr. David Patteson,

Manchester; Mr. Anthony Crease, Alexandria
;

Mr. James Mosely, Lynnhaven.
It being late before a sufficient number to

form a quorum had convened, they resolved to

adjourn until to-morrow.

Wednesday, May 26th.

The Convention met pursuant to adjourn-

ment, and the Rev. Mr. Meade read prayers.

After which the Rev. Doctor Bracken was
chosen president, and Mr. Anthony Crease, sec-

retary.

Resolved, That the Rev. Dr. Cameron, Mr.

Syme, and Mr. Patteson, be a committee to

examine the testimonials of the deputies to this

Convention, and to report thereon. They were

accordingly appointed, and reported. That the

following persons have exhibited the requisite

credentials, and are entitled to seats, viz. :

—

Lay Deputies— Rev. John Bracken, D. D.,

Bruton ; Rev. John Buchanan, D. D., Mr. John
Adams, Henrico ; Rev. Andrew Syme, Mr.

William Moore, Bristol ; Rev. Wright Tucker,

Bath ; Rev. John Cameron, Mr. James M'Far-

land, Cumberland ; Mr. Anthony Crease, Alex-

andria ; Mr. David Patteson, Manchester ; Mr.

Samuel Wilson, Littleton ; Rev. Samuel Low,
Mr. Joseph Ball, Mr. William Lee Ball, Wico-

mico, Christ Church ; Mr. James Mosely, Lynn-

haven ; Rev. John Dunn, Shelburne; Rev.

William Meade, Frederick.

The Rev. Dr. Bracken, who was elected

bishop of the church in this state by the last

Convention, gave in his resignation thereof,

which was accepted.

Resolved, That the Rev. Mr. Syme, Messrs.
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Patteson and Moore, be a committee to examine

the treasurer's account, and report thereon.

Resolved, That the Convention do now pro-

ceed to the election of a treasurer ; and there-

upon the Rev. Dr. Buchanan was unanimously

ciiosen.

Resolved, That the treasurer do apply the

funds accrued and accruing in such manner as

he may deem e-xpedient for lis interest.

The committee to whom was referred the

examination of the treasurer's account report.

That they had performed that duty, and found

the account to be correctly stated, and support-

ed by vouchers ; and that the sum remainmg in

the hands of the treasurer amounts to 100/.

5*. Id. Resolved, That the Convention do

concur in the said report.

The report on tlie state of the church in

each parish, required by the canon, was called

for, and the following gentlemen complied with

tlie request, viz. :—The Rev. Drs. Bracken and

Buchanan, the Rev. Messrs. Syme, Low, Cam-
eron, Tucker, and Dunn, and Mr. Anthony
Crease. The Rev. Mr. Anthony Walke hav-

ing in the course of the day appeared and taken

his seat, gave in his report also.

Resolved, That the said reports be referred

to the treasurer.

Resolved, That the Convention do now pro-

ceed to the election of a standing committee for

the ensuing year ; whereupon the following per-

sons were chosen :—The Rev. John Dunn,
William H. Wilmer, Oliver Norris, the Hon.
Bushrod Washington, Nicholas Fitzhugh, and
Edmund I. Lee, Esq.

The Rev. Oliver Norris was elected to repre-

sent this state in the next General Convention,

instead of Mr. Strebeck, who has removed
;

and the election of the gentlemen by the last

Convention was confirmed.

The following resolution was submitted and
passed :

—

Whereas, from the destitute state of the

churches in this state, many piously disposed

persons, who are attached to the doctrine, wor-
ship, and discipline of the Protestant Episcopal

Church, are deprived of the means of worship-

ping God according to her venerable forms,

to the great unhappiness of hemselves, as well

as to the great detriment of the church at large.

Resolved, therefore. That it is expedient to

raise a fund for the purpose of aiding in the sup-

port of such clergymen of piety and talents as

may be obtained, to perform divine service in

such districts in the state as may be assigned
them by the ('onvention.

Resolved, That the clergy and vestry, or any
influential members of the church in the several

parishes in this state, be, and are hereby re-
quested, to use their best endeavours, either by
subscriptions or otherwise, to promote this ob-
ject, and to forward the amount of the sums
thus raised to the treasurer, at or before the
meeting of the next Convention.

Resolved, That the members of this church
generally are hereby most earnestly entreated
to consider the necessity of adopting zealous
measures for the restoration of religion among
us ; that they endeavour to manifest their grati-
tude to Almighty God, and their sense of the
awful importance of his blessed revelation ; that
they consider the unspeakable rewards they
will receive from that gracious Master to whom
they belong, whose goodness demands the
warmest returns of love, duty, and obedience

;

and that they will contribute, to the utmost in
their power, to render this most acceptable ser-
vice to his cause.

Resolved, That the standing committee do
frame an address on the state of the church ; and
that they cause to be printed thereof 200 copies,
and to address them in the form of a circular let-

ter, and accompanied by the Journal, to the min-
ister and vestry of each parish, and to such other
persons as may be likely, in their judgment, to

promote the interest of the church.

Contributions from the following parishes
were received, and paid into the hands of the
treasurer, viz. :

—

I. s. d.

Bristol, 4 10
Antrim, 300
Cumberland, 4 10
Bath, 4 10

Wicomico, ----- 4100
Lancaster (Christ Church), 4 10
Henrico, 900
Manchester, 300
Shelburne, 4 10
Bruton, 4 10
Bristol, 4 10
Alexandria, ----- 4100

The balance before on hand,

Now in the treasury, 155 5 1

Resolved, That 200 copies of the Journal be
printed, under the superintendence of the Rev.
William H. Wilmer and Mr. Anthony Crease.

Resolved, That the Convention do now ad-
journ, to meet at Richmond, on the first Wednes-
day in May, in the year 1814.

Adjourned.

John Bracken, President
Anthony Crease, Secretary.
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Journal of a Special Convenlion of the Protestant Episcopal Church in Virginia, held at the

Capitol in the City of Richmond, May Alh, 1814.

At a special meeting of the members of the
Convention of the Protestant f>piscopal Church
of the State of Virginia, held at the capitol in

the city of Richmond, on Wednesday, the 4th

day of May, 1814,

A sufficient number of members appearing to

form a Convention, Samuel Greenhow was ap-

pointed secretary ; the Convention then pro-

ceeded to ballot for a president, and the Rev.
William H. Wilmer was elected.

On motion, it was Ordered, That a committee

be appointed to e.Kainine the certificates of the

appointment of the clerical and lay deputies
;

and that the Rev. Andrew Syme, the Rev.

Oliver Norris, Messrs. David Patteson, and John

Adams, be that committee ; which committee re-

ported forthwith tlie following members to be

duly appointed, conformably to the canons of

the Episcopal Church of Virginia, viz. :

—

Clerical Deputies.
The Rev. Oliver Norris,

The Rev. Wm. II. Wilmer,
The Rev. Wm. Meade,

The Rev. J. Cameron, D. D.,

The Rev. John Dunn,

The Rev. J. Buchanan, D. D.,

The Rev. Andrew Syme,

Lay Deputies.

Mr. Edmund J. Lee,

Dr. Geo. Thornton,

Mr. Wm. Mayo,
Wm. Broadus,

James Hunter, )

Thos. Matthews, J

Edward M'Guire, )

Hugh Mercer, )

David Patteson,

John Buford,

Wilson C. Selden,

Daniel Carmichael,

Baldwin M. Lee,

Dr. John Adams,
Richard Stuart, )

C. J. Dade, 5

Wm. Cameron,

Parishes.

Christ Church, Ala.

Fairfax. Do.
Frederick.

St. Mark.

St. Anne.

St. George.

Manchester.

Cumberland.
Shelburne.

Washington.

Henrico.

St. Paul.

Bristol.

All of whom appeared and took their seats,

except Dr. Wilson C. Selden, the lay deputy

from Shelburne parish.

On motion, Ordered, That the secretary do

read the standing rules for regulating the pro-

cecdincTs of the Conventions of this diocess
;

which was accordingly done.

On motion, Resolved, That a committee be

appointed to revise the standing rules for regu-

lating the proceedings of the Conventions ; and

the following gentleinen were appointed to form

that committee : The Rev. John Buchanan,

the Rev. Andrew Syme, the Rev. John Dunn,
Dr. John Adams, Col. Hugh Mercer, and Mr.

Edmund J. Lee.

Dr. John Adams presented a memorial from

the vesiry of the Monumental Church in the

city of Richmond, praying the right of represen-

tation in this Convention ; which was received,

and ordered to be read by the secretary ; and the

same was accordingly read :

—

And on motion made and seconded, Resolv-

ed, That the prayer of the memorial of the ves-

try of the Monumental Church in the city of

Richmond be granted, and that the deputies ap-

pointed by that vestry be invited to take their

seats in the Convention immediately.

Resolved, That the Rev. John Dunn, the

Rev. Andrew Syme, the Rev. William Meade,
the Rev. Oliver Norris, Col. Hugh Mercer, Ed-
mund J. Lee, Dr. James McClurg, and Dr.

John Adams, be a committee to take into con-

sideration the state of the church in the diocess,

and report thereupon to the Convention.

Resolved, That the thanks of this Convention

be presented to the Rev. William H. Wilmer,

for the eloquent, appropriate, and impressive dis-

course delivered in the Monumental Church this

morning.

The Hon. John Marshall and Dr. James Mc
Clurg appeared, presented their certificate of ap-

pointment as lay deputies of the Monumental
Church (which was received), and took their

seats as members of the Convention.

Resolved, That the memorial of the vestry

of the Monumental Church of the city of Rich-

mond, with the regulations referred to therein,

be referred to the committee appointed to take

into consideration the state of the church.

And then the Convention adjourned, to meet

again at 10 o'clock A. M. on to-morrow.

Thursd.^y, M.4Y 5, 1814.

The Convention met agreeably to adjourn-

ment, and was opened with prayer by the Rev.

John Dunn.
The committee appointed to examine and re-

port on the state of the church, and to whom
was referred so much of the memorial of the

Monumental Church as prays for the reception

of that church into the general governmeni

of this diocess, reported sundry resolutions and

recommendations, which, after consideration and

amendments, were adopted, as follow :

—

Resolved, That the [irayer of the memorial

of the vesiry of the Monumental Church is rea-

sonable.

And the same committee having reported a
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canon to provide for the reception of the Monu-
mental Church as a member of the general

church of the diocess, and to provide for similar

cases in future, the same was considered, and,

after amendment, was adopted, in the words
following, to wii :

—

Whereas that canon of the Protestant Epis-

copal Church of Virginia which directs the man-
ner of choosing vestrymen in the several par-

ishes is not applicable to the case of churches
built and supported by voluntary associations of

individuals, without any parochial charge ; and
it is proper that those who hold the sole prop-

erty of a particular church should provide for

its care and management : Be it ordained, That,
in all such cases, and particularly in that of the

Monumental Church of Richmond, the choice
of the vestrymen shall be in the pew-holders
of such churches, who, in the number and time
of election of their vestrymen, may, until some
general regulation be made on ihis subject, con-
sult their own convenience : Provided, That
«very vestryman hereafter to be elected, before

he acts in office, shall subscribe in the vestry-

book of his church to be conformable to the
doctrine, discipline, and worship of the Protest-
ant Episcopal Church in the United States of
America, and to the orders and canons of the
said church in this state.

Resolved, That the appointment of a bishop
for this diocess is highly expedient and necessary
for the maintenance and support of the church.
On motion made and seconded, Resolved,

That the Convention proceed immediately to

the election of a person to fill the episcopate in

this state.

Dr. James McClurg then presented a certi-

fied extract from the vestry-book of the Monu-
mental Church in Richmond, showing the ap-
pointment of the Rev. Richard Channing Moore,
D. D., of the city of New-York, to the rector-

ship of that church.

On motion. Ordered, That the secretary read
sundry letters, exhibited by members of the
standing committee, from Dr. Moore and the
Right Rev. Bishop Hobart, which was accord-
ingly done.

Dr. Moore was nominated to fill the office of
bishop in this state.

No other person being in nomination, the
Convention proceeded to ballot for a bishop.
The Hon. John Marshall and Mr. Edmund

J. Lee were appointed to count the ballots
;

who reported. That there were twcnty-ihree
votes for the Rev. Richard Channing Moore,
and one vote for Dr. John Buchanan.

Whereupon the Reverend Richard Channing
Moore was declared to be duly elected to the
episcopate in the diocess of Virginia ; and the
members of the (,'onvention proceeded to sub-
scribe the testimonial required by the constilu-
lioi) of the general church of the United States.

Resolved, That the president be requested to
apprize Dr. Moore of his election to the episco-
pate ; and that the secretary do furnish forth-

with a certificate of that appointment.
Resolved, Tiiat a committee be appointed,

whose duty it shall be to revise and condense the

constitution and canons of this church, and re-

port to the next Convention ; and that the Rev.
Oliver Norris, the Rev. William H. Wilmer,
and Mr. Edmund J. Lee, constitute that com-
mittee.

Resolved, That the resolutions and address
passed at the last Convention, providing for the

raising of a fund to be a[)plied to the support of
clergymen in vacant parishes of this state, be
published on the journals of this Convention.

Resolved, That committees be appointed in

the city of Richmond, the city of Williamsburg,
the borough of Norfolk, the towns of Alexandria,

Fredericksburg, Petersburg, Lynchburg, Lees-
burg, Winchester, Fairfax (Culpepper), Shep-
herdstovvn, Martinsburg, in the parish of Man-
chester, and in the counties of Orange, King
George, Westmoreland, and Essex, who shall

be earnestly requested to aid in the furtherance

and advancement of the object of the aforesaid

resolutions.

Resolved, That the following gentlemen con-
stitute the committees required by the last res-

olution, and that the secretary do convey to

each of the said committees a copy of the

journals of this Convention.

For the city of Richmond—The Hon. John
Marshall, Dr. James McClurg, Mr. Samuel
Greenhow.

For Winchester—The Rev. Wm. i\Ieade,

Mr. Henry St. George Tucker, Mr. Alfred

Powell.

For the city of Williamsburg—The Rev.
John Bracken, the Hon. Robert Nelson, Mr.
Ferdinand ]j. Campbell.

For the liorough of Norfolk—General Robert
B. Taylor, Mr. Littleton W. Tazewell, Mr.Wm.
Nivison.

For Alexandria—Mr. George Taylor, Mr.
John Muncaster, Mr. Daniel McLean.

For Fredericksburg—Mr. Benjamin Day, Col.

Hugh Mercer, Mr. Robert Lewis.

For Petersburg—Mr. Robert Boiling, Mr.
Wm. Moore, Mr. Wm. Cameron.

For Lynchburg—Mr. Charles Johnston, Mr.
Wm. Norvel, Col. John Wialt.

For Leesburg—Dr. Wilson C. Selden, Dr.

Henry Claggett, Dr. Wm. B. Tyler.

For Marunsburg—Mr. Wm. Pendleton, Col.

Elisha Boyd, Mr. Raleigh Colston.

For Fairfax, in Culpepper — Mr. Robert
Slaughter, Mr. Garland Thompson, Mr. Peter
Hansbrough, jr.

For Manchester parish—Mr. Philip Turpin,

Mr. Thomas Branch, Mr. David Patleson.

For Orange county—Dr. Francis Dade, Dr.

Wm. Shepherd, Mr. Hay Taliaferro, Rose Hill.

For King George— Mr. Richard Stuart, Mr.
Cadwallader J. Dade, Mr. Townshend J. Dade.

For Westmoreland—Mr. Baldwin M. Lee,
Mr. Daniel Carmichael, Mr. John Payne.

For Esse.v—Mr. James M. Garnett, Mr.
James Hunter, Mr. Edward Rouzee.
The resolutions are as follow :

—

A\'hercas, from the destitute state of the

churches in this stale, many piously disposed

persons, who are attached to the doctrine, wor-
ship, and discipline of the Protestant Ejii.sccpal



CONVENTION OF 1S14. 03

Church, are deprived of the moans of worship-

ping God according- to her venerable forms, to

the great unhapi)iness of themselves, as well as

to the great detriment of the church at large :

Resolved, therefore, That it is expedient to

raise a fund for the purpose of aidmg in the

support of such clergymen of piety and talents

as may be obtained, to perform divine service

in such districts in the state as may be assigned

them by the Convention.

Resolved, That the clergy and vestry, or any

influential members of the church, in the several

parishes in this state, be, and are hereby re-

quested, to use their best endeavours, either by

subscriptions or otherwise, to proiuole this ob-

ject, and to forward the amount of the sums
thus raised to the treasurer, at or before the

meeting of the next Convention.

Resolved, That the members of this church

generally are hereby most earnestly entreated

to consider the necessity of adopting zealous

measures for the restoration of religion among
us ; that they endeavour to manifest their grat-

itude to Almighty God, and their sense of the

awful importance of his blessed revelation ; that

they consider the unspeakable rewards they will

receive frem that gracious Master to whom they

belong ; whose goodness demands the warmest
returns of love, duty, and obedience ; and that

they will contribute, to the utmost in their

power, to render this most acceptable service

to his cause.

Resolved, That the deputies of this diocess

be directed to use their influence to cause the

next General Convention succeeding that to be

holden in this month to make their session in

the city of Richmond, or at some place conve-

nient to themselves, and as near to the city of

Richmond as that convenience will admit of

The committee to whom was referred the

amendment and revision of the rules and reg-

ulations for the orderly transaction of the busi-

ness of the Convention, reported. That they

had, according to order, had the same under con-

sideration, and had agreed upon the following :

1st. The business of every day shall be intro-

duced by prayer.

2d. When the president takes the chair, no

member shall continue standing, or afterward

stand up, unless to address the chair.

3d. No member shall absent himself from the

service of the Convention, unless he have leave

of absence, or be unable to attend.

4th. When any member is about to speak in

debate, or deliver any matter to the Convention,

he shall rise from his seat, and, without advan-

cing, shall, with due respect, address himself to

the president, confining himself strictly to the

point in debate.

5lh. No member shall speak more than twice

in the same debat« without leave of the house.

6th. A question being once determined, shall

stand as the judgment of the Convention, and

shall not be again drawn into debate during the

same session, except two thirds of the members
present in Convention shall consent to revise

the decision.

7th. While the president is putting any ques-

tion, no one shall hold any private discourse,

stand up, walk into, out of, or across the house,

or read any book.

8lh. Every member who shall be in the Con-
vention when any question is put, shall, on a de-

cision, be counted, unless he be particularly in-

terested in the decision.

9th. No motion shall be considered as before

the house, unless it be seconded and reduced to

writing when required.

lOtii. After the Convention is formed and or-

ganized, the president shall call for the parochial

reports.

1 1th. After calling for and receiving the paro-

chial reports, the canons of the general Con-
vention, and the journals of the standing com-
mittee, shall be read.

12th. Before any subject is taken up, a com-
mittee, consisting of three clerical and three lay

deputies, shall be appointed, to take into con-

sideration the general state of the church, and

report thereupon.

13th. When any question is before the Con-
vention, it shall be determined on before any

thing new is introduced, except the question for

adjournment.

14th. The question on a motion for adjourn-

ment shall be taken before any other, and with-

out debate.

15th. When the Convention is to rise, every

member shall keep his seat untd the president

leaves the chair.

16th. All subjects brought before the Conven-

tion may, on application of any members, be

acted upon in the committee of the whole, be-

fore they are finally disposed of

17th. Whenever a quorum of the delegates

has assembled, they shall proceed to the elec-

tion of a president, and appoint a committee to

examine the credentials of delegates, and report

to the Convention.

18th. The members upon committees shall

be appointed by the president of the Convention.

Which several rules were approved, and

adopted by the Convention.

On motion, Ordered, That the Rev. Andrew
Syme and Mr. David Patte.son be a committee

to examine the accounts of the treasurer.

That committee having retired, after some

time reported the treasurer's accounts, as follows

:

The Treasurer—to the Protestant Episcopal

Church, Dr.

1813, May 25th. /• s.d.

To balance, 100 5 1

" Interest one year, 6

1814, May 5.

To Contribution from Cumberland
Parish, 4 10

" do. from Bristol do. 4 10

" do. do. St. Paul's Parish, Al-

exandria, 9

" do. do, Christ Church, Fair-

fax Parish, 9

" do. do. St. Mark's Parish, 4 10

" do. do. Monumental Church of

Richmond, 4 10

Amount carried forward. 142 5 1
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I. s.d.

Amount brought forward, 142 5 1

To Contribution from St. George's

Parish, 4 10

" do. from Henrico Parish, 4 10

" do. do. Frederick Parish, for

procuring ministers

to officiate in vacant

parishes, 13 10

" do. do. Henrico Parish for do. 13 10

178 5 1

Cr.

1813, May 31st. / •? d.

By cash paid doorkeeper, 6

Sept. 7.

By cash paid carriage of Jour-

nals from Alexandria, 3
•' do. paid for printing 200

copies of Journals, 6

" do. paid for printing 200
copies of Circular

Letter, 2 8
8 17

Leaving in the hands of the ) -.gn g ,

treasurer >

Of which 27L is a part of the fund for sup-

porting ministers in vacant parishes.

Resolved, That the treasurer's accounts pass.

Resolved, That the Rev. William Meade be

requested to deliver a discourse in the Monumen-
tal Church in this city, at thehourof eleven A.M.
on the next Sabbath day, appropriate to the oc-

casion of admitting that church into the general

church of this diocess.

The Rev. Dr. Buchanan, who has executed

the duties of treasurer to the general church for

nearly thirty years, urging his increased years

and consequent infirmity, declined a reappoint-

ment to the office of treasurer of the church in

the diocess ;—and thereupon, on motion made
and seconded, the Convention proceeded to the

appointment of a treasurer.

Samuel Greenhow alone was in nomination

on an order to proceed to the appointment of a

treasurer.

The Convention proceeded to elect by ballot

a treasurer for the church ; and Samuel Green-

how was unanimously elected to fill that office.

Resolved, That the following gentlemen be

appointed as the standing committee of the

church of this state until the next Convention,

and until a new appointment of a standing com-
mittee shall be made by a future Convention,

viz. : the Rev. Wm. H. Wilmer, the Rev. Oli-

ver Norris, the Rev. John Uuim, the Hon.

Bushrod Washington, the Hon. Nicholas Fitz-

hugh, and Mr. Edmund J. Lee.

On motion, The ))roceedings of the standing

committee were read by the secretary.

The donation and sentence of consecration

of Christ's (Church, in Fairfax parish, by the

Right Revercnil Thomas John Claggctt, 1). D.,

bishop of the Protestant Fpiscopa' Church of

Maryland, were road, and ordered to be recorded

in a book to be provided for that purpose by

the secroiary.

Ordered, That three hundred copies of the

Journal be printed, under the superintendence
of the secretary ; which shall be distributed aa

the standing committee or the Convention may
direct.

Resolved, That the Rev. WilUam H. Wil-
mer, the Rev. Oliver Norris, the Rev. John
Dunn, the Rev. William Meade, and Col. Hugh
Mercer, with Mr. George Deneale, Mr. Edward
McGuire, and Mr. David Pattcson, be appointed

deputies to represent this diocess in the Gen-
eral Convention of the Protestant Episcopal

Church of the L'nited States, to be holden in

Philadelphia on the third Tuesday of the present

month.

Ordered, That the treasurer do furnish to the

deputation to the General Convention a testi-

monial or testimonials of their appointment to

represent this diocess in that Convention.

Resolved, That the treasurer do pay to the

deputies who shall attend the General Conven-
tion at Philadelphia, and who reside on the

north side of the Rappahannock, each, the sum
of fifty dollars ; and to those who shall attend

that Convention, and who reside on the south

side of that river, the sum of seventy dollars

respectively, for the purpose of defraying their

expenses.

And then the Convention adjourned, to meet
again on to-morrow, at 10 o'clock A. M.

Friday, May 6th, 1814.

The Convention met agreeably to adjourn-

ment, and was opened with prayer by the Rev.
Oliver Norris.

Resolved, That the names of the members
returned as delegates to this Convention be
called by the secretary, and that he enter those

present on the journal, which was done ; and
the following gentlemen were present.

Clerical Deputies—The Rev. Oliver Norris,

the Rev. Wm. H. Wilmer, the Rev. Wm.
Meade, the Rev. John Dunn, the Rev. John
Buchanan, D. D.

Lay Deputies—Mr. Edmund J. Lee, Dr.

George Thornton, Mr. William Mayo, Mr. Will-

iam Broadus, Mr. James Hunter, Mr. Thomas
Matthews, Mr. Edward McGuire, Col. Hugh
Mercer, Mr. D. Carmichael, Mr. Baldwin M.
Lee, Dr. John Adams, Mr. Richard Stewart,

Mr. Cadwallader J. Dade, the Hon. John Mar-
shall, Dr. James McClurg.
On motion of Mr. Edmund J. Lee, leave of

absence from the Convention for this day was
granted to Dr. George Thornton.

Resolved, That the thanks of this Convention
be returned to the Rev. Dr. John Buchanan, for

his long and faithful services as treasurer to the

Convention of the Episcopal Church in Virginia.

The Rev. John Dunn having resigned his ap-

pointment of yesterday as a deputy to the General
Convention, the Rev. Hugh C. Boggs was
appointed, in his place, a deputy to represent

this diocess in the next General Convention.

Resolved, That the standing committee be
requested to make provision for the delivery of

a discourse on the meeting of the next Con-
vention.
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On motion of Mr. Edmund J. Lee, Resolved,

Thai the committee to whom was referred the

revision of the constiiulion and canons of the

church do particularly report, whether any, and

what amendments should be made, to the con-

stitution and canon concerning the offences of

ministers, and the manner of trying them.

On motion, The Convention resolved itself

into a conrmittee of the whole, to take into con-

sideration the amendment of the canon concern-

ing Conventions. Dr. John Adams was called

to the chair : After some time spent therein, the

committee rose ; and Dr. Adams reported. That
the committee had, according to order, had un-

der their consideration the canon aforesaid, and

had directed him to report an amendment, which

he was ready to do.

Ordered, That the report of the committee of

the whole be now received ; and the same hav-

ing been considered, the Convention adopted

the following amendment to the canon concern-

ing Conventions.

Be it ordained, That the second canon of the

church of this state be, and the same is hereby

amended, by adding after the words, •' to be an-

nually chosen by the vestry," in the first section,

the following clause ;
" or, where there be no

vestry, by persons who may, with propriety, be

considered as members of the Protestant Epis-

copal Church, duly notified ; and the election

shall be certified by at least live respectable

members of the church."

Resolved, unanimously. That the thanks of

this Convention be returned to the president

and secretary for their attention to the order

and business of this Convention during the

present session.

No farther business being before the Conven-
vention,on motion, the Convention adjourned, to

meet again on the fourth Tuesday in May next.

Wm. H. WiLMER, President.

Attest, Samuel Greenhow, Secretary.

2d.—A Canon concerning Conventions.

1st. There shall be a Convention of the

Protestant Episcopal Church in this common-
wealth on the fourth Tuesday of May in every

year, in such place as shall be agreed on by the

Convention. A Convention shall consist of

two deputies from each parish, of whom the

minister shall be one, if there be a minister,

and the other shall be a layman, to be annually

chosen by the vestry ; or, where there be no ves-

try, hi/ persons who may, urilh propriety, he con-

sidered as members of the I'rolestaiit HpiscopaL
Church, duly notified; and the election shall he

certified hij at least five respectable members of
the church. If there be no minister in any par-

ish, two lay deputies shall be chosen. Nine
deputies, thus (inalified or appointed, shall be a
Convention. Provided always, Tiiat for the

altering or framing of a canon, hfteen members
at least siiall be necessary. Provided also. That
if a sufficient number to form a Convention
shall not attend on a.'iy day, any five members
then assembled shall have power to adjourn.

2d. Special Conventions may be called at

other times, in the manner hereafter to be pro-

vided for.

3d. Each member shall, on taking his seat,

deliver in to the secretary of the Convention a

testimonial of his being regularly qualified or

appointed, signed by one or both of the church-

wardens, or by the clerk of the vestry of the

parish he represents.

4th. A person shall preside in Convention
with the name of presideiit, who shall always
be a bishop, when there is one present properly

consecrated and settled in the church. If there

be no bishop present, the Convention shall ap-

point some other member of their body presi-

dent. If there be more bishops than one in

Convention, they shall have the right of presi-

ding in rotation.

5th. A secretary shall be appointed by the

Convention, who shall continue in office during

good behaviour. He shall keep a record of

their acts and proceedings, and have the cus-

tody of the records, so long as he shall continue

in office.

6th. The Convention shall establish standing

rules for the preservation of decorum, and the

orderly management of business.

7ih. Conventions shall regulate all the reli-

gious concerns of the Protestant Episcojial

Church within this state, its doctrines, disci-

pline, and worship, and institute such rules and
regulations as they may judge necessary for the

good government thereof, and the same revoke

and alter at their pleasure : Provided always.

That the powers hereby declared shall not be

so construed as to affect any powers exclusively

vested in the General Convention of the Piot-

estant Episcopal Church in the United States

of America.

8th. All questions before the Convention

shall be determined by a majority of votes.
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Journal of the Proceedings of a Convc7ition of the Prolestant Episcopal Church of Virginia, which
assembled in the City of Richmond, on Tuesday, Ike 23d of May, 1815.

At a meeting of a Convention of the Prot-

estant Episcopal Church of the State of Virginia,

held at the Monumental (i'hiirch in the city of

Richmond, on Tuesday, ihc 23d of May, in the

year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred
and fifteen,

A sofficient number of members appearing to

form a Convention, the Right Rev. RicFiard

Channing Moore, D. D., bishop of this diocess,

took the chair as president, and William Mun-
ford was appointed secretary to this Conven-
tion.

On motion, it was Ordered, That a committee
be appointed to examine the certificates of the

appointment of the lay deputies ; and that the

Rev. William H. ^^llmer, Dr. James McClurg,
the Hon. Bushrod \^'ashington, and William
Munford, be that committee ; which committee
reported forthwith the following members to be
duly appointed, conformably with the canons of

the Episcopal Church of Virginia.

Dr. John Adams, for Henrico parish, Henrico
county ; the Hon. Hugh Nelson, for Fredericks-

ville parish, Albemarle ; Mr. Robert Slaughter,

for St. Mark's parish, Culpepper ; Mr. Charles
Page, for St. Paul's Church, Alexandria ; Mr.
William Pendleton, for Norborne parish, Berke-
ley ; Gen. Charles F. Mercer, for Shellnirne

parish, Loudoun ; Mr. Samuel Slaughter, for St.

Stephen's Church, Culpepper; Maj. Benjamin
Day, for St. George's parish, Fredericksburg

;

the Hon. Bushrod Washington, for Christ

Church, Fairfax parish, Alexandria ; Mr. John
Buford, for Cumberland parish, Lunenburg ; Mr.
Samuel Low and Dr. Thomas Henderson, for

Hamilton parish, FHuquier ; Mr. Cadwallader J.

Dade and Mr. John Siith, for St. Paul's parish.

King George ; Mr. David Patteson and Mr.
Matthew Cheatham, for Manchester parish,

Chesterfield ; Dr. Carter Berkeley, for St. Mar-
tin's parish, in Hanover and Louisa ; Mr.
Thomas G. Allen, for Aquia parish, Stallord

;

Mr. William Cameron, for Bristol parish, Pe-
tersburg

; Mr. Ferdinand Campbell, for Bruton
parish, Williamsburg.

All of whom appeared and took their seats,

except Mr. Matthew Cheatham, the lay deputy
for Manchester pari.sh.

For reasons appearing to the Convention, Mr.
Laurence T. Dade was also admitted to a seat
as lay deputy for St. Thomas parish, in Orange
county ; Mr. William Mayo as lay deputy for

Frederick parish ; and Mr. Benjamin Allen, jr.,

as lay deputy for St. Andrew's parish, in the

county of Jefferson.

The following clerical deputies appeared and
took their seats in this Convention, viz. :

—
The Rev. John C'ameron, D. D., Cumberland

parish; the Rev. John Buchanan, D. D., Hen-
rico parish ; the Rev. John Dunn, Shelburnc
parish ; the Rev. Andrew Syme, Bristol parish

;

the Rev. John Woodvillo, 'St. Mark's parish
;

the Rev. William H. Wilmer, St. Paul's Church,
Ale.\andria ; the Rev. William Meade, Freder-

ick parish ; the Rev. Oliver Norris, Christ

Church, Alexandria; the Rev. Edward G.
M'Guire, St. George's parish ; the Rev. Will-
iam King, Staunton parish ; the Rev. Alex-
ander Hav, Antrim parish, Halifax ; the Rev.
Hugh C. Boggs, Berkeley parish, Spotsylvania

;

the Rev. John Philips, St. Martin's parish ; the

Rev. William Hawley, St. Stephen's Church,
Culpepper.

Ordered, That the secretary read the stand-

ing rules for regulating the proceedings of the

Conventions of this diocess ; which was ac-

cordingly done.

Resolved, That the Rev. William Meade, the

Rev. Oliver Norris, the Rev. William H. Wil-
mer, the Rev. Andrew Syme, the Hon. Bush-
rod Washington, Gen. Charles F. Mercer, and
Mr. William Mayo, be a committee to take into

consideration the state of the church in the

diocess, and report thereupon to the Convention.

Resolved, That the Rev. Hugh C. Boggs, the

Rev. John Woodville, Maj. Benjamin Day, and
Dr. John Adams, be a committee to examine the

parochial reports.

On motion. Resolved, That a committee be
appointed to wait on the several printers of

newspapers in this citv, and request thetn not

to publish any proceedings of this Convention
but such as the said committee shall assure

them to be correct ; and that Dr. John Adams
and Mr. William Mayo be that committee.

The Convention being informed that Samuel
Greenhow, late treasurer of the Episcopal

Church in this diocess, has departed this life,

proceeded to the appointment of a successor

;

whereupon
William Munford, being the only person nom-

inated, was duly elected treasurer.

Resolved, unanimously. That the thanks of

this Convention be presented to the Right Rev.
Bishop Moore, for the evangelical and eloquent

discourse delivered by him in the Monumental
Church this morning ; and that he be requested

to favour the Convention with a copy thereof

for publication.

And then the Convention adjourned, to meet
again at the capiiol, at 9 o'clock A. M., on to-

morrow.

Wednesday, May 24, 1815.

The Convention met according to adjourn-

ment, and was opened with prayer by the Rev.
William Meade.
The following lay deputies produced certifi-

cates of their appointments, which, being ex-

amined by the committee appointed for that pur-

pose, were found conformable to the canons of

the Protestant Episcopal Church of Virginia,

viz. :

—

Mr. Robert W. Carter and Mr. John Tayloe

Lomax, for Lunenburg parish, Richmond
county ; Mr. Peter Presley Cox and Maj. John
Turberville, for Cople parish, Westmoreland

county ; and Dr. James McClurg, for the vestry
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of the Monumental Church in the city of Rich-

mond.
The Rev. Oliver Norris, from the committee

to whom was referred, by a resolve of the Con-

vention of the 5lh of May, 1814, the subject of

revising and condensing the constitution and

canons of this church, reported, That, according

to order, the said committee had taken the sub-

ject referred to them into consideration, and had

agreed upon a revision of the constitution and

canons of this diocess, which he now laid be-

fore the Convention.

The constitution and canons, as revised by the

said committee, were then read by the secre-

tary, and, on motion, referred to a committee

of the whole house.

The Convention accordingly resolved itself

into a committee of the whole house, the Hon.

Hugh Nelson in the chair— and after some time

spent therein, the president resumed the chair,

and Mr. Nelson reported, That the committee of

the whole house had, according to order, had

under consideration the revised constitution and

canons to them referred, and agreed to sundry

amendments thereto, which he delivered in at the

secretary's table, together with the said revisal.

On motion. Ordered, That the same do He

upon the table until to-morrow.

The Rev. WilHam Meade, from the commit-

tee on the state of the church, made a report in

part, which, for reasons appearing to the Conven-

tion, was ordered to be recommitted to the same

committee.

On motion, Ordered, That the gentlemen

charged with parochial reports deliver them to

the Rev. Hugh C. Boggs, chairman of the com-

mittee appointed to examine such reports ;
and

that the said committee be instructed to report

to the Convention the substance thereof m a

condensed form.

On motion, leave of absence from the Con-

vention, for the remainder of this day, was

granted to the Rev. William King.

The Canons of the Protestant Episcopal

Church in the United States of America,

established by the General Convention, were

then read by the secretary, in obedience to the

11th standing rule for regulating the proceed-

ings of the Conventions of this diocess.

The journal of the proceedings of the stand-

ing committee of the church of this state were

laid before the Convention by the Rev. William

H. Wiimer, and read by the secretary.

On motion. Ordered, That the Rev. John

Buchanan and Dr. John Adams be appointed

a committee to examine the accounts of the

late treasurer, and report thereupon to tiiis

Convention.

The donation and sentence of consecration

of •— Church, in the town of Petersburg,

by the Right Rev. Richard Channing Moore,

D. D., bishop of this diocess, were read, and

ordered to be recorded by the secretary.

The president laid before the Convention a

letter from Dr. John Augustine Smith, Presi-

dent of William and Mary College, which was

read, and ordered to be referred to the commit-

tee on the state of the church.

And then the Convention adjourned, to meet
again on to-morrow, at 9 o'clock A. M.

Thursday, May 25th, 1815.

The Convention met according to adjourn-

ment, and was opened with prayer by the Rev.
William Meade.

Mr. Matthew Cheatham, one of the lay dep-

uties for Manchester parish, appeared and took

his seat in the Convention.

On motion of the Rev. Alexander Hay,
Resolved, That the committee on the subject

of the parochial reports be discharged from the

farther consideration thereof ; that the said

reports be read by the secretary, and inserted in

the Journal.

The same were accordingly delivered in by
the chairman of the committee, and read by the

secretary.

On motion of the Rev. W^illiam H. Wiimer,
Resolved, That the vote for inserting the said

reports in the Journal be reconsidered, and that

the same be again committed to the said commit-

tee, with instructions to report the sulistance

thereof to the Convention in a condensed form.

The Revised Constitution and Canons of the

Protestant Episcopal Church in this state were

then taken up, with the amendments thereto

proposed by the committee of the whole house.

And the said amendments, on questions sev-

erally put thereupon, were agreed to by the

Convention.

The constitution was farther amended ; and

thereupon. Resolved, unanimously. That the

said constitution, as amended, be adopted and

established as the constitution of the Protestant

Episcopal Church in the Diocess of Virginia.

The canons were also farther amended, and
agreed to as amended.
On motion of the Hon. Hugh Nelson,

Resolved, That the vote of this Convention

agreeing to the said canons be reconsidered,

and that the same be again committed to a com-
mittee of the whole house.

The Convention accordingly resolved itself

into a committee of the whole house, the Hon.

Hugh Nelson in the chair ; and, after some

time spent therein, the president resumed the

chair, and Mr. Nelson reported, That the com-

mittee of the whole house had, according to

order, had under consideration the canons to

them referred, and agreed to sundry amend-

ments thereto, which he delivered in at the

secretary's table, together with the said canons.

The said amendments being read, were, on

questions severally put thereupon, agreed to by

the Convention ; and the canons were farther

amended, on motion.

Whereupon, Resolved, That the said canons,

as amended, be approved and established as the

Canons of the Protestant Episcopal Church in

the Diocess of Virginia : Provided, That the

6th, 7th, 8th, and 9th canons shall not take

effect until after the rising of the next Conven-

tion for the said diocess.

On motions severally made, leave of absence

for the remainder of the session of this Con-

vention was granted to ,Maj. Benjamin Day, Mr.
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Robert Slaughter, the Rev. John Woodville,

Mr. Charles Page, and Mr. William Cameron.

And then the Convention adjourned until to-

morrow morning, 9 o'clock.

Friday, M.\y 26th, 1815.

The Convention met according to adjourn-

ment, and was opened with prayer by the Rev.

William Hawley.

Mr. Meade, from the committee on the

state of the church, presented a report, which

was read, as follows ;

—

The committee to whom was referred the state

of the church report, That Evan Ragland, de-

ceased, late of the county of Halifax, in this

state, did, by his last will and testament, dated the

4th of June, 1814, devise to the President and

Professors or Masters of William and Mary Col-

lege, and to their successors, a tract of land lying

in the said county, together with five negroes, in

trust, for the maintenance of a minister or min-

isters of the Protestant Episcopal Church within

the parish of Antrim in the said county; and

also, in trust, to raise thereout the sum of eighty

dollars per annum during the term of fifteen years,

and annually thereafter the sum of one hundred
dollars for ever, to be appropriated, under the di-

rection of the President and Professors or Mas-
ters of William and Mary College, as a fund to

be applied towards defraying the general expenses

of the church in this state, at the discretion of

the bishoj) and standing committee thereof, or of

the Convention of this state, in case there should

be no bishop or standing committee.
Your committee further report, that the title to

the land so devised is disputed by the heirs of

the said Evan Ragland, the testator; in conse-

quence of which, the Rev. Alexander Hay, the

present incumbent of the church in the parish of

Antrim, has been compelled to institute a suit in

the Court of Chancery against the heirs of the

said testator and the trustees named in the said

will, for the purpose of obtaining the benefit of

the same, so far as he is interested ; to which
suit the Right Rev. Bishop of this diocess is

made a party defendant.

Your committee, after such inquiries as it has
been in their power to make in relation to the

value of the property charged as aforesaid, with
the bequest made in favour of the Protestant

Episcopal Church of this state as aforesaid, and
also to the title to the land so devised, are clearly

of opinion that all proper means should be imme-
diately pursued for securing to the church the

benefit of the aforesaid bequest ; and that the ex-

penses which may he necessarily incurred in as-

serting the right of the church ought to be defray-

ed out of the funds belonging to the said church,
at the disposal of the Convention of this state.

Resolved, therefore. That it be the duty of

the standing committee, under the direction of

the bishop, to pursue all proper means for secu-

ring to the church the full benefit of the afore-

said bequest, made in her favour bv the will of

the said Evan Ragland ; and to draw upon the

treasurer of the said church, from time to time,

for such sums as may be necessary for defray-

ing the expenses which may be incurred in the

discharge of this duty.

The committee to whom was referred the

proposition from the President of William and

Mary College, on the expediency of providing a

sum for the support of the theological chair in

that institution, have taken the subject into

consideration, and recommend to the Conven-
tion the following resolution :

—

Resolved, That the bishop and standing com-
mittee be requested to ascertain what practica-

ble mode can be devised to that effect ; and that

they be authorized to adopt measures for the

promotion of an object of so great magnitude,

and which may, under the blessing of God, be

productive of the most beneficial consequences.

The resolutions of the said committee, on the

subject of the devise from Evan Ragland, de-

ceased, and in relation to the proposed estab-

lishment of a theological professorship in the

College of William and Mary, were, on ques-

tions severally put thereupon, agreed to by the

Convention.

Mr. Boggs, from the committee on the sub-

ject of the parochial reports, presented a state-

ment containing the substance thereof in a con-

densed form ; which statement was, on motion,

ordered to be recommitted ; was afterward

again reported from the same committee with

amendments ; and, being so amended, was ap-

proved by the Convention, and ordered to be

inserted in the Journal, as follows :

—

The following condensed report of the paro-

chial returns, exhibiting a view of the state of the

Episcopal Churches in Fredericksburg; in An-
trim parish, Halifax county ; in Shelburiie parish,

Loudoun county ; in Hamilton parish, Fauquier
county ; in the congregations of Dumfries and
Aquia, Prince William county ; in Cumberland
parish ; in the parishes of Norborne and St. An-
drews ; in the parish of Frederick; in the par-

ishes of Hardy and Hampshire ; in the parishes

of Manchester and Bristol ; of Berkeley, in the

county of Spotsylvania ; of the church in Alex-
andria; in the parish of Lunenburg; in that of
St Paul, in the county of King George ; in the
parish of St. Martin's in Hanover county ; and
in that of (^ople, Westmoreland county, is laid

before the Convention of the Protestant Epis-
cojial Church, assembled in the city of Richmond,
in May, 1815, by the committee appointed to ex-
amine the parochial reports.

The report from the church in Fredericksburg,
from Shelburne parish, from Hamilton parish,
from the congregations of Dumfries and of Aquia,
from the parishes of Norborne and St. Andrews,
from the church in Winchester, from the parishes
of Hardy and Hampshire, and from St. Martin's,
IS favourable. The spirit of religion is increasing

;

many are zealously attached to the Episcopal
Church, and are making exertions to support her
ordinances. The stale of the church in Antrim
jiarish is discouraging in the extreme. The two
churches in the parish of Manchester are in a
state of decay. Relative to Bristol parish, there
is nothing particularly mentioned, except that, at

the consecration of the church, twenty-five per-

sons, male and female, were confirmed. The re-

port from Cumberland parish exhibits nothing
more than the baptism of twenty-one white chil-

dren and ten negro children, the burial of nine
grown persons and four children, and the mar-
riage of three couple. The report of Mr. Will-
iam King shows that he has been unable to or-

ganize a church in Staunton. The number of
communicants in the two congregations in Win-
chester is between 80 and 1)0. In Shelburne par-

ish there have been four baptisms, five funerals.

The number of communicants is twenty, in the

church of Fredericksburg the number of commu-
nicants 16 upwards of sixty ; the baptisms last year
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are fourteen, the marriages four, and the number
of funerals ten. Smce the induction of tlie Rev.
Mr. Hay, the number of baptisms has been annu-
ally between thirty or forty, marriages two or
three. The Episcopal Church in ihe county of

Fauquier is in a very prosperous condition. A
strong disposition has been lately manifested, by
the members of the church in that county, for the
obtainment of religious knowledge. The attach-

ment of the mass of the community to our church
is strong and ardent. The number of communi-
cants upon occasional celebrations of the Lord's
Supper last year was thirty ; and an increase of

communicants is e.\pocted. From the liberal zeal

of the members of the church, recently mani-
fested by pecuniary contributions, the pleasing
expectation is entertained that a sufficient number
of churches will soon be in repair. The church
in Ale.xandria is in an improving state. The
churches are in good order. There is among the
members of the church an increase of evangelical
piety. The number of communicants is about
two hundred, the baptisms about one hundred and
tifty. In the parish of Cople the number of com-
municants is considerable, and an earnest desire is

manifested among the people to revive the church.
A hope is confidently entertained, that soon the
former character of the church in that parish will

be supported, by making provision for the perma-
nent and respectable establishment of a minister.

The report from the parish of St. Paul, King
George county, states, that the church is falling

to rum ; that there are no funds for the support of
a pastor ; but that, however, of late, a spirit of
religion is reviving in the parish, and Mr. Keith,
who officiates on alternate Sundays, has large con-
gregations. In the parish of Lunenburg, many
persons are sincerely attached to the church.
No doubt is entertained but that the congregation
will be sufficiently numerous to afford a compe-
tent support to a minister. In the church of the
city of Richmond, much attention is given to di-

vine worship. The number of communicants is

about one hundred and twenty, and the number
of prayer-books is increased.

On motion of Mr. Samuel Low, Resolved,

That the 11th canon, established yesterday, be

reconsidered :

The said canon was amended, on Mr. Pat-

teson's motion, and agreed to as amended.
Resolved, That the following gentlemen be

appointed the standing committee of the church

of this state until the next Convention, and

until a new appointment of a standing commit-
tee shall be made by a future Convention, viz. :

the Rev. William H. "VVilmer, the Rev. Oliver

Norris, the Rev. John Dunn, the Hon. William
Cranch, and Edmund J. Lee, Esq.

On motion of the Hon. Hugh Nelson,

The following canon was added to the can-

ons revised and established by the present Con-
vention, viz. :

—

The canons and constitution heretofore

adopted by the former Conventions of this

state, shall be and are hereby repealed.

Resolved, That the secretary of the Conven-
tion be requested to transmit annually the pro-

ceedings of the Conventions of this diocess to

the secretaries of the Conventions of the several

states, and to request of them to send in return,

annually, the journals of their several Conven-
tions.

On motion of Dr. James McCIurg,
G2

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to

consider the expediency of re-enacting the canon
of the last Convention concerning the Monu-
mental Church in the city of Richmond.
And a committee was appointed of Dr. James

McClurg, the Rev. William H. Wilmer, and
Dr. John Adams ; and, after some time, Dr.
McClurg reported thereupon, That, in the opin-
ion of the said committee, a canon ought to be
established, in addition to the canons enacted
yesterday ; which additional canon he delivered
in at the secretary's tabic. The same being
read, was agreed to by the Convention, and
ordered to be inserted as the twelfth, in the
list of canons.

Dr. John Adams, from the committee to

whom the accounts of the late treasurer were
referred, presented a report, which was read, as

follows :

—

Samuel Grecnhow, late treasurer of the Prot-

estant Episcopal Church of Virginia, in ac-

count with said church, Dr.

1814, May 6.

To cash received of the Rev. John
Buchanan, his predecessor in office,

for the general fund.

To do. received of do. for the mis-

sionary fund, 90
May 11.

To do. received of do. in full of the

balance reported to the Convention
as being in his hands, 204 68

$564 68

1814, May 6. Cr.

By cash paid the following dep-

uties to the General Conven-
tion, viz. :

Edward G. McGuire, $70
Hugh Mercer, 70
Rev. William H. Wilmer, 50
" Oliver Norris, 50
" William Meade, 50
To do. paid the doorkeeper for

attendance during the Con-
vention, 1

May 10.

By cash paid Mr. George De-
neale, a deputy to the General

Convention, 50
May 12.

By cash paid Fitzwhylsonn and
Potter, for four blank books,

and a ream of paper to print

the journal on, 25

May 19.

By cash paid for printing and
stitching 300 copies of the

Journal of Convention, 24
July 4.

By cash paid Thomas Ritchie for

publishing notice of Conven-
tion to be holden in May, 1814, 1 75

Balance due.

891 75

$172 93
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Of which ninety dollars are due to the mis-

sionary fund.

The above statement has been taken from the

books of the late treasurer, and is believed by

the committee to be correct, but no acknowledg-

ment of the balance due has been obtained from

the executrix. J- Adams.

May 26, 1815.

Resolved, That the said report be approved.

On motion, the Convention proceeded to the

election, by ballot, of delegates to the General

Convention of the Protestant Episcopal Church

—whereupon the Rev. William H. Wilmer, the

Rev. William Meade, the Rev. William Haw-
ley, Gen. Charles F. Mercer, the Hon. Hugh
Nelson, and Doctor John Adams, were duly

elected.

On motion of Dr. Adams, Resolved, That

the treasurer be authorized to pay, out of any

funds which may be in his hands, the expenses

which may attend the episcopal visitations in

this diocess.

On motion of the Rev. William H. Wilmer,

Resolved, That a committee be ajipointed to

prepare an article to be added to the constitu-

tion in relation to the office of treasurer.

And a committee was appointed of the Rev.

W'llliam H. Wilmer and the Hon. Hugh Nel-

son, who prepared and reported an article, which

was read and agreed to by the Convention, and

ordered to be inserted as the 9lh article in the

conflitution for the government of the Protest-

ant Episcopal Church in this diocess.

The Right Rev. Bishop Moore delivered to

this Convention an address on the state of the

church ; which being heard.

Resolved, unanimously. That the thanks of

the Convention be presented to the Right Rev.

Richard Channing Moore, D. D., for his excel-

lent address this day delivered ; and that the

same be inserted in the Journal : which address

is in the following words :

—

Brethren,—It becomes my duty, by virtue of

the canon of the General Convention, to lay

before you a view of the state of the church in

this diocess. As my residence in Virginia has

been of short duration, it cannot be supposed

that I could have possessed myself of informa-

tion very general in its nature. The visita-

tions, however, which I have made, though very

circumscribed, have enabled me to form some
view of the state of our ecclesiastical concerns,

and from that view I think myself justified in

drawing the most pleasing conclusions.

In every parish which I have visited, I have
discovered the most animated wish in the peo-

ple to repair the waste places of our Zion, and
to restore the church of their fathers to its

primitive purity and excellence. I have found
their minds alive to the truths of religion, and
have discovered an attachment to our excellent

liturgy exceeding my utmost expectations. I

have witnessed a sensibility to divine things

bordering on the spirit of gospel times. I have
seen congregations, upon the mention of that

glory which once irradiated with its beams the

church of Virginia, burst into tears, and by
their holy emotions perfectly electrify my mind.

The apostolic rite of confirmation, which I

have administered in several parishes, was re-

ceived by people of all ages with the greatest

joy, and a general principle of union and exer-

tion was upon those occasions universally ex-

pressed. Piirishes which have been destitute

of ministerial aid for many years, which had
slumbered until the warmest friends of the

church conceived it to have been the sleep of

death, have, in two instances, been awakened
from that state of torpor in which they were in-

volved, and have arisen in all the vigour of per-

fect health. The younger clergy of this dio-

cess, who, from their youth and spiritual attain-

ments, are well qualified for the glorious work,

have exerted themselves in a manner deserving

the most honourable mention. They have car-

ried the standard of the Lord Jesus Christ

through a considerable portion of this church

;

they have gone out into the highways and hedges,

preaching the truths of their Divine Master

;

and by their holy conversation with the people,

have adorned the gospel of Christ. A number
of their elder brethren, though prevented by age
from using the same exertion, have laboured

with fidelity, and contributed their best efforts

to promote that work which has been commit-
ted to their hands. The laity have been equal-

ly assiduous in the discharge of that duty pecu-

liar to their station—the duty of providing for

the ministers of religion. May Heaven reward
them for their labours of love ; and may every

cup of cold water which they have given to a

disciple, in the name of a disciple, receive a dis-

ciple's reward.

The members of the church in this city,

brethren, deserve my sincerest thanks, for the

friendship, affection, and indulgence with which
they have favoured me :—they have shown, by

their marked and continued tenderness towards
me and my family, that they are alive to all the

sensibilities which adorn our nature. I have
found in them not only friends, but brothers and
benefactors ; they have met my necessities with
a solicitude beyond my expectations ; they have
anticipated my every want ; they have dis-

charged the duty of the most affectionate chil-

dren towards their spiritual father.

I have admitted within the past year, as

candidates for the ministry, Mr. George H.
Norton, Benjamin Allen, Jr., Thomas G. Allen,

and Samuel Low. I have licensed as lay read-

ers, Mr. Benjamin Allen, Thomas Allen, Mr.
Keith, and Thomas Henderson. I have ad-

mitted to the order of deacon, Mr. Edward G.
M'Guire and John P. Philips ; and to the order

of priesthood, the Rev. William Hawley. I

have held a confirmation in the church of Alex-
andria, at which place upwards of fifty persons

received that holy rite. I have held a confirm-

ation in Culpepper, when upwards of sixty, and
in Fauquier, when upwards of fiftv, received that

rite. I have visited and consecrated the church
at Petersburg, under the direction of the Rev.
Mr. Syine ; at which time upwards of twenty

were confirmed. 1 have preached in Manches-
ter twice, and in Hanover in three different

places.
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Should my health be continued, brelhrrn, it

is my intention to visit as many parishes this

summer and autumn as my parochial engage-

ments will admit of, and shall thank the Con-

vention or the standing committee to direct me
to those parts of the diocess where my labours

may be thought to promise the most benefit to

the church. My Brethren of the Clergi/—Thn

welfare and advancement of our Zion depend

upon our joint and vigorous exertions. Great

is the duty imposed upon us, and great is the

responsibility of that character which we fill,

as ministers of the gospel of peace. If there

ever was a period in which exertion was neces-

sary, and if there ever was a period which bids

fair to crown that exertion with success, this is

the time. Though few in number, yet, depend-

ing for support upon the promises of God, we
may look for an abundant blessing upon our la-

bours. Jehovah has promised to be with his

church to the end of the world, and he will fulfil

his declaration. The parishes are invoking our

aid. Oh ! listen, I beseech you, to their numer-

ous entreaties. Be steadfast, then, be unmovea-

ble, always abounding in the work of the Lord,

and your labour will not be in vain in the Lord.

On motion, Resolved, unanimously. That the

thanks of this Convencion be presented to the

secretary, for his services during the present

session.

Ordered, That the usual number of copies of

the Journal of this Convention be printed, and

sent by the secretary to the respective parishes.

No further business being before the Con-

vention, on motion, the Convention adjourned,

to meet again on the third Tuesday in May
next.

RicH.^RD Channing Moore,
Bishop of the P. E. Church in the

Diocess of Virginia.

Attest, Wm. Munfokd, Secretary.

Constitvliun and Canons for the government of

the Protestant Episcopal Church of Virginia.

Revised and established by the Convention of

that Church ivhich met in the City of Rich-

mond on Tuesday, May 23d, 1815.

CONSTITUTION.

Article I. There shall be a Convention of

the Protestant Episcopal Church in this state

on the third Tuesday in May every year : but

the Convention which meets in the year pre-

vious to the meeting of the General Convention,

may have power to appoint the time and place

of meeting for the next annual session.

Art. It. The Convention shall be composed

of the officiating ministers who have been reg-

ularly and canonicaliy elected in parishes or

churches within this state, and within that part

of the territory of Columbia formerly part of

this state ; and of those whom age or infirmity

prevents from exercising their clerical functions,

who shall be considered members ex-officio.

The Convention shall also be composed of lay

members, consisting of one delegate from each

parish (or of two lay deputies, where there

shall be no clergyman in the parish), chosen by

the vestry thereof, or, if there be no vestry,

by at least twelve persons who may with pro-

priety be considered as members of the Protest-

ant Episcopal Church, duly notified : and the

election shall be certified by at least five mem-
bers of this church

;
provided, that every parish

having more than one officiating minister who
hath been regularly and canonicaliy elected,

shall be entitled to send as many lay delegates

as it has ministers.

Art. III. Six members of the clerical, and
six of the lay order, shall constitute a quorum
for the transaction of business ; but a smaller

number may adjourn.

Art. IV. In all matters that shall come be-

fore the Convention, the clergy and laity shall

deliberate in one body ; and the; concurrence of

a majority shall give validity to any measure.

But, when three members require it, there shall

be a vote by orders.

Art. V. The election of a bishop of this

church shall be made in Convention, in the fol-

lowing manner. The order of the clergy shall

nominate and appoint, by ballot, some fit and

qualified clergyman for that office ; and the

votes of two thirds of that order shall be requi-

site to constitute a choice. And thereupon

such appointment shall be presented to the or-

der of the lay delegates, and be considered by

them ; and if, on a ballot, it shall appear that

the person so ordained is approved of by two

thirds of the lay order, he shall be then declared

to be duly elected.

Art. VI. In this diocess there shall be but one

bishop. He shall be president of the Conven-

tion ; in which character it shall be his duty to

give to the Convention, as often as he may
deem expedient, a general view of the state of

the church ; to call special Conventions, at

whatever times and places he may think neces-

sary ; to preserve order during the time of ses-

sion ; to put the question, collect the votes, and

declare the decision. He may make any mo-

tion which he shall judge conducive to the good

of the church, but shall not enter into debate ;

and he may deliver his sentiments on any subject

after it has been discussed, before a vote there-

on.

Art. VII. In case of a vacancy in the epis-

copal office, the Convention, immediately upon

their assembling, shall choose, by joint ballot, a

president from among the order of priests, who

shall remain in office until the next election of a

president. He shall perform all the duties and

possess all the privileges above specified ; but

he shall not call special meetings of the Conven-

tion, unless applied to for that purpose by a

majority of the standing committee. And if,

while there is a bishop lu this church, he shall

not be present at any meeting of the Conven-

tion, they shall elect, in the manner aforesaid,

a president pro tempore.

Art. VIII. A secretary shall be appointed

by the Convention, who shall continue in office

during good behaviour. His duty shall be to

make minutes of their proceedings, to preserve

their journals and records, to attest the public

acts of the body, and faithfully to deUver mto
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the hands of his successor all books and papers,

relative to the concerns of the Convention,

which may be in his possession. It shall be his

duty to notify, through the channel of the public

papers, as he may think proper, the time and

place appointed for the meeting of the succeed-

ing Convention.

Art. IX. A treasurer shall be appointed by

the Convention, who shall continue in office

during good behaviour, and who shall discharge

the duties usually appertaining to that office.

Art. X. Before the adjournment of each an-

nual Convention, a standing committee, con-

sisting of si.x members, three clerical and three

of the lay order, shall be chosen by a ballot of

the clergy and laity.

Art. XI. If at any time there should be no

bishop in this church, the Convention shall di-

vide the state or diocess into districts, and as-

sign to such clergymen as they may appoint

the superintendence of a district, which it shall

be their duty to visit at least once a year, and to

report the ecclesiastical and secular state there-

of to the Convention.

Art. XII. Every parish within this diocess

shall be entitled to the entire benefit of this

constitution, as soon as it shall have signi-

fied its ratification thereof, either in writing or

by sending a lay delegate to the Convention
;

and such parish shall thereafter be benefited and

bound, equally with the other parishes in this

diocess, by every rule and canon which shall be

framed, by any Convention acting under this

constitution, for the government of this church

in ecclesiastical concerns.

Art. XIII. This constitution shall be unal-

terable, except in the following manner :—

a

proposition for any change shall be introduced

in writing, and considered in Convention ; and,

if approved of, the same shall be transmitted to

the several vestries of the parishes which shall

have ratified this constitution ; and if again ap-

proved of in the ne.Yt ensuing Convention by a

majority, the change shall then take place, and

the constitution, so altered, shall be valid and

obligatory.

The minister of each parish shall make out

and continue an exact register of all the com-
municants within his congregation ; which regis-

ter shall be left, upon his death or removal, for

the use of his successor.

It shall be the duty of the ministers of our

church to be careful in observing all the direc-

tions of the rubric, and of the (leneral (conven-

tion, which relate to coiiinninicanls ; to main-

tain the most alfectionate intercourse with all

their members on religious subjects ; but, es-

pecially, to converse with those who offer them-

selves for the first time for the communion, on
those qualifications which are proper for the

worthy receiving of the sacrament, unless they

be otherwise satisfied that they are properly

qualified.

LAY DISCIPLINE.

CANON HI.

Cornmunicants to have Family Worship.

It shall be the duty of every communicant of

this church, who is the head of a family, to live

in the habitual exercise of family worship.

CANON IV.

The members of this Church to instrucl theirfam-
ilies in the Principles of Religion.

The members of this church shall instruct

their families, as far as they are able, in the

principles of the Christian religion ; and, as soon

as they are sufficiently informed and impressed

with the importance and sacredness of their bap-

tismal vow, and have come to a proper age to

ratify the same in their own persons, they shall

present them to the bishop for confirmation,

when conveniently in their power.

CANON V.

The members of this Church to be regular in

their attendance on Public Worship.

The members of this church shall attend the

public worship of God as regularly and con-

stantly as, from their age, infirmities, and cir-

cumstances in life, may be reasonably expected
;

and shall admit of no excuse for the neglect of

this important duty, but such as they may plead

at the bar of God in the day of judgment.

CANON VI.*

Offences for which a Layman may be presented,

and tried.

Drunkenness, incontinence, profane swear-

ing, general neglect of public worship. Sabbath-

breaking, irreverent behaviour during divine ser-

vice, gaming, extortion, and any other open vi-

ciousness of life, are crimes and misdemeanors
for which lay members who are communicants
of this church may be reproved, publicly cen-

sured, or repelled from the holy communion, ac-

cording to the degrees of the offence, and the

age and other circumstances of the otiender.

CANON VII.*

Manner of proceeding against a Layman.

If a lay member, being a communicant, shall

offend in any of these respects, the minister of

the parish in which the offender shall reside

shall, upon receiving information thereof, take
cognizance of the offence ; and if he shall have
sufficient evidence of the guilt, he shall privately

admonish the person ; and if this shall not have
the desired effect, he shall then convene the ves-

try and wardens ; first giving the party reason-

able notice, in writing, of the nature of the of-

fence alleged, and of the time appointed for the

meeting of the minister, vestry, and wardens, for

the purpose of inquiring into it ; who shall

thereupon proceed to inquire into the charge
;

and, if they shall be of opinion that it is substan-
tiated, the minister shall pronounce such sen-
tence as the offence may deserve ; which sen-

tence shall be either reproof before the vestry
and wardens, public censure in the church, or

repelling him from the holy communion. But
if the person accused, being duly notified, shall
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refuse to appear, the minister, vestry, and war-
dens shall, notwithstandincr, procee(i to inquiry

and sentence : Provided, That every minister so
repelling any as is herein specified, shall be
obliged to give an account of the same to the
ordinary, as soon as conveniently may be, who
shall decide thereupon.

CLERICAL DISCIPLINE.

CANON VIII.*

Offences for which a Clergyman may he brought

to trial.

Whereas it is essential to the purity and
prosperity of all religious communities that the

temper and deportment of their ministers be

preserved holy and unblameable ; it is hereby de-

clared to be the duty of the bishop, or, if there

be none, of the standing committee, to take cog-

nizance of any offence against decorum and re-

ligion, of which a priest or deacon shall be
charged upon credible testimony. Disorderly,

scandalous, and immoral conduct, neglect of

duty, disregard of the constitution or canons of

the church, disseminating or countenancing of

opinions which are contrary to her doctrines,

gaming, or any other vicious or unseemly diver-

sions, are offences for which (as well as for

a violation of the 26th canon of the General
Convention) a minister may be brought to trial.

And the mode of proceeding shall be as fol-

lows :

—

Whenever satisfactory information shall be
given in writing, by any two credible members
of the church in this diocess, to the bishop or

standing committee, that any clergyman is guilty

of a violation of the canons, or conducts him-

self in any way incompatible with the character

of a minister of Christ, the bishop shall sum-
mon a meeting of the standing committee, or, if

there be no bishop, the president of the standing

committee shall assemble them, for the purpose

of inquiry and trial. Notice of the time and
place of meeting shall be giveri to the accused

party, and also a copy of the charge or charges

laid against such clergyman, at least two months
before the time appointed for trial. Witnesses
shall be called, and no charge shall be deem-
ed substantial but upon the testimony of two

credible witnesses, upon oath, either deliv-

ered viva voce, or by deposition taken after

reasonable notice given of the time and place

of taking the same. The party accused may call

in any person to assist him in his defence, and

also such witnesses as he may think proper, and

have the benefit of depositions as above pre-

scribed. The bishop, or, if there be no bishop,

the standing committee, may appoint a clergy-

man to conduct the trial on the part of the

church ; and counsel may be employed on each

side. If, after hearing ttie evidence and the de-

fence of the party accused, two thirds of the

quorum of the standing committee shall be of

opinion that the person is guilty of the charge

or charges brought against him, the bishop shall

proceed to re|)rove, suspend, or degrade him, as

the offence may deserve. If there be no bish-

op, the standing committee shall take record

and give notice of the punishment due to the

party offending ; and, in the latter case, an ap-
peal may be made to the State Convention,whose
decision shall be final. Provided, That none but
a bishop shall pronounce sentence of deposition

or degradation from the ministry on any cler-

gyman, whether bishop, or presbyter, or deacon.

CANON IX.*

Manner of proceeding against a Bishop.

If the bishop of this church shall voluntarily
commit any act or acts violating the constitu-

tion or canons, presentment shall be made, by
the Convention, to two or more bishops of the
Protestant Episcopal Church in the United
States. Such bishops shall have authority to

institute a trial within the diocess of the accu-
sed party : and the sentence of the two bishops,

or of a majority of a greater number, being
founded on the canons of the church, shall be

final ; except the sentence of degradation, in

which case he shall be allowed the privilege of

an appeal to the House of Bishops, provided he
give notice of such appeal, within six months,
to the bishop who presided in the House of Bish-

ops at their session immediately preceding.

CANON X.

It shall be the duty of every parish to send
to the Convention the sum of thirty dollars an-

nually, for the contingent expenses of the

church ; which money shall be lodged with the

treasurer of the Convention of this church, and
held subject to their order.

CANON XI.

The manner of electing Vestrymen.

On every Easter-Monday, each parish shall

elect eight vestrymen. Two weeks notice shall

be given of the meeting by the minister, from the

pulpit ; or, if there Le no minister, by the ves-

try ; and, if there be no vestry, by any two mem-
bers who last possessed the power of vestry-

men ; who shall cause advertisements of the

meeting to be put up at such public places as

will secure due notice of the meeting. And
every pew-holder and contributor to the sup-

port of the church shall be entitled to vote.

Every vestryman shall, upon taking his seat,

subscribe the following form :

—

" I do believe the Holy Scriptures of the Old

and New Testaments to be the word of God, and

to contain all things necessary to salvation

:

and I do solemnly engage to conform to the

doctrines and worship of the Protestant Epis-

copal Church in these United States."

The vestrymen thus elected shall choose two

church-wardens out of their own body, to dis-

charge the duties appropriate to their office.

In cases where unavoidable circumstances

prevent the election on Easter-Monday, it shall

take place on any time that may be deemed
expedient by persons authorized to call the

meeting, and in the manner aforesaid : and, un-

til a new election, the former vestry shall con-

tinue in office. The minister shall be a mem-

Note.—The 6th, 7th, 8th, and 9th canons are

suspended, by a resolution of this Convention, im-

til the end of the session of the next Convention.
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ber ex-officio; and five members shall be re-

quired to constitute a quorum.

CANON XII.

Whereas that canon of the Protestant Epis-

copal Church of Virginia which directs the

manner of choosing vestrymen in the several

parishes is not applicable to the case of

churches built and supported by voluntary asso-

ciations of individuals, without any parochial

charge ; and it is proper that those who hold

the sole property of a particular church should

provide for its care and management ;

—

In the case of the Monumental Church in

the city of Richmond, and in all similar cases,

the choice of vestrymen shall be made by the

pew-holders of the respective churches, con-

forming, as to the time of appointment and man-

ner of qualifying the vestrymen, to the regulations

prescribed by the 11th canon established by the

present Convention.

CANON XIII.

The canons and constitution heretofore adopt-

ed by the former Conventions of this state shall

be and are hereby repealed.

Journal of the Proceedings of a Convention of the Protestant Episcopal Church of Virginia, which

assembled in the City of Richmond, on Tuesday, the 2lstof May, 1816.

A SUFFICIENT number of members appearing

to form a Convention, the Right Rev. Richard

Channing Moore, D. D., bishop of this diocess,

took the chair as president of this Convention.

A committee was appointed to examine the

certificates of appointments of the lay deputies
;

which committee, consisting of the Rev. John

Dunn, the Rev. Andrew Syme, Mr. Robert

Randolph, and William Munford, secretary of

the Convention, reported forthwith the follow-

ing members, being present, to be duly appoint-

ed, conformably with the canons of the Prot-

estant Episcopal Church of Virginia, viz. :

—

William A. Kno.x, for St. George's parish,

Fredericksburg; John Hoof, for St. Paul's

Church, Alexandria ; Thomas G. Allen, for

Aquia parish, Stafford county ; John Adams
and Benjamin Watkins Leigh, for Henrico par-

ish ; William Mayo and Lewis Berkeley, for

Frederick parish ; Alexander Keech, for St.

Mary's parish, Caroline county ; John S. Ra-

venscroft and John Buford, for Cumberland
parish, Lunenburg county ; Carter Berkeley,

for St. Martin's parish, in Hanover and Louisa

counties ; Richard Stuart and Townshend S.

Dade, for St. Pavil's parish. King George coun-

ty ; Hugh Nelson, for Fredericksville parish,

Albemarle county ; Robert Randolph, for Ham-
ilton parish, Fauquier county ; Benjamin Al-

len, jr., for St. Andrew's parish, Jefferson

county ; Samuel Slaughter, foi St. Stephen's

Church, Culpepper county ; Henry Lee, jr., for

Washington parish, in W^estmoreland county
;

David Patteson, for Manchester parish, Ches-
terfield county ; Francis Adams, for Christ

Church, Alexandria.

The following clerical deputies appeared and
took their seats in this Convention, viz. :

—

Tlie Rev. John Buchanan, D. D., Henrico

parisli ; the Rev. Edward C. M'Gijire, St.

George's parish; theRi'V. Andrew Syme, Bris-

tol parish ; the Rev. William H. Wilmer, St.

Paul's Church, Alexandria ; the Rev. William

H. Hart, church on Richmond Hill ; the Rev.

William Meade, Frederick ]).uish ; the Rev.

Charles Crawford, Lexingtonparish, Amherst

;

the Rev. John Philips, St. Martin's parish
;

the Rev.William Steel, Dettingen parish. Prince

William ; the Rev. Hugh C. Boggs, Berkeley

parish, Spotsylvania ; the Rev. George Lem-

on, Hamilton parish, Fauquier ; the Rev. Will-

iam Hawlev, St. Stephen's Church, Culpepper ;

the Rev. Oliver Norris, Christ Church, Ale.tan-

diia ; the Rev. John Dunn, Shelburne parish,

Loudoun ; the Rev. Armistead Smith, Kingston

parish, Matthews ; the Rev. William King,

Staunton parish, Augusta.

Ordered, That the Rev. Hugh C. Boggs, the

Rev. William H. Wilmer, the Rev. William

Steel, Mr. John S. Ravenscroft, Mr. Richard

Stuart, and Mr. William Mayo, be a committee

to take into consideration the state of the church

in the diocess, and report thereupon to the Con-
vention.

Ordered, That the Rev. John Dunn, the Rev.

George Lemon, and Mr. Hugh Nelson, be a com-
mittee to examine the parochial reports.

Ordered, That the Rev. Wdliam Hawley,

Mr. Robert Randolph, and Mr. Benjamin Wat-
kins Leigh, be a committee to examine the

treasurer's accounts.

Resolved, unanimously. That the thanks of

this Convention be presented to the Rev. Oliver

Norris, for his evangelical and eloquent dis

course on the duties of the ministry, delivered

this day in the Monumental Church.

And then the Convention adjourned, to meet

again at the capitol, in the Senate Chamber, at

9 o'clock A. M. on to-morrow.

Wednesday, May 22, 1816.

The Convention met according to adjourn-

ment, and was opened with prayer by the Rev.

George Lemon.
The following lay deputies produced certifi-

cates of their appointments, which, being read

by the secretary, were found conformable to the

canons of the Protestant Episcopal Church of

Virginia ; whereupon they took their seats in the

Convention, viz. :

—

Wright Soulhgate and William Sharp, for

Christ Church, Norfolk ; John Thom, for St.

Mark's parish, Culpepper ; and Doctor James
McClnrg, for the Monumental Church in the city

of Richmond.
For reasons appearing to the Convention, Mr.

Benjamin Blackford was also admitted to a scat

as lay dc^puty for Beck ford parish. Mr. Elijah

Fletcher, a lay deputy for Lexingtonparish, Am-
herst couiiiy, also appeared and took his seat.
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The standing rules for regulating the pro-

ceedings of the Conventions of this diocess

were then read by the secretary.

The canons of the Protestant Episcopal

Church in the United States of America, estab-

lished by the General Convention, were also

read, in obedience to the 11 th standing rule for

regulating the proceedings of the Conventions

of this diocess.

The journal of the proceedings of the stand-

ing committee of the church of this slate was
laid before the Convention by the Rev. William

H. Wilmer, and read by the secretary.

The Rev. Hugh C. Boggs, from the commit-
tee on the state of the church, presented a re-

port in part, which was read, as follows :

—

The committee on the state of the church

having considered the various subjects which

suggested themselves, beg leave to recommend
the following resolutions :

—

Whereas the 11th canon limits the number
of vestrymen to the number of eight, and as it

appears desirable to some parishes that they

should have the option of electing twelve ; and

whereas it is further deficient in the manner of

providing for a case in which there is no surviving

member of the vestry to give notice for a new
election ; and whereas it is further so con-

structed as to make it necessary that a man
must be both a pew-holder aiid contributor, in-

stead of a pew-holder or a contributor, in order

to be entitled to a vote for the vestry
;

Therefore, be it Resolved, That the aforesaid

canon be altered, and adapted to these views,

when it will read in the following manner.

CANON XI.

On every Easter-Monday, each parish shall

elect eight vestrymen : but, ichere it is deemed
expedient, the number may be increased to liceive.

Two weeks notice shall be given of the meet-

ing by the minister, from the pulpit ; or, if there

be no minister, by the vestry ; or, if there be

no vestry, by any two members who last pos-

sessed the power of vestrymen ; or, if there be

no surviving members of the vestry, by three re-

spectable members of the church ; who shall

cause advertisements of the meeting to be put

up at such public places as will secure due no-

tice of the meeting. And every pew-holder or

contributor to the support of the church shall be

entitled to vote. Every vestryman shall, upon

taking his seat, subscribe the following form :

—

"I do believe the Holy Scriptures of the Old

and New Testaments to be the word of God, and

to contain all things necessary to salvation :

and I do solemnly engage to conform to the doc-

trines and worship of the Protestant Episcopal

Church in these United States."

The vestrymen thus elected shall choose two

church-wardens out of their own body, to dis-

charge the duties appropriated to their office.

In cases where unavoidable circumstances

prevent the election on Easter-Monday, it shall

take place on any time that may be deemed expe-

dient by persons authorized to call the meeting,

and in the manner aforesaid : and, until a new
election, the former vestry shall continue in of-

fice. The minister shall be a member ex-officio

;

and five members shall be required to constitute

a quorum.
Resolved, That the 10th canon be amended,

by inserting after the word "annually," in the

second line, the following words :
" or such sums

as the deputies can procure."

The said report was approved ; and the said

resolutions, on questions severally put thereupon,

were agreed to by the Convention.

The Rev. Edward C. M'Guire laid before

the Convention sundry resolutions of the vestry

in the town of Fredericksburg, disapproving of

the 6th and 7th canons adopted by the last

Convention ; and, the same being read, he

made a motion that the 6th and 7ih canons be

repealed ; whereupon, on a motion made and

seconded, the Convention resolved itself into a

committee of the whole house to take (he said

motion into consideration, Mr. Hugh Nelson in

the chair :—and, after some time spent therein,

the president resumed the chair, and Mr. Nelson

reported. That the committee of the whole Con-
vention had, according to order, had under con-

sideration the motion for repealing the 6ih and

7ih canons, and agreed to a resolution there-

upon, which he delivered in at the secretary's

table, where the same was read, as follows :

—

Resolved, That the 6th and 7th canons for

the government of the church of this diocess,

adopted by the last Convention, be repealed ;

and that the following canon, which, in sub-

stance, was passed in May, 1805, be revived and

established in lieu thereof, viz. :

—

Whereas the present state of the Protestant

Episcopal Church in Virginia has experienced

many and great inconveniences from the want of

such regulations and provisions as the good and

wholesome government of the said church re-

quired, and from the nonperformance of existing

canons : Now, in order that such inconveniences

may be removed, so far as lieth in this Conven-

tion, and that the rules and canons of the said

church, and also those of the General Convention,

may be strictly observed and enforced in all time

to come ; that all the members of the said church,

whether clergymen or laymen, may be excited

to the most zealous and commendable exertions

to further, by all justifiable means, the future

prosperity of the church ;

—

Be it ordained. That any lay member of the

church, being a communicant thereof, conduct-

ing himself in a manner unworthy of a Chris-

tian, may and ought to be admonished by the

minister and vestry of the parish or congrega-

tion ; and if such member persevere in such

conduct, he shall be suspended or expelled by

the ministry and vestry ; in which case he may
appeal to the ordinary, who shall have power to

confirm or reject the sentence.

The said resolution being read a second

time, was, on the question put thereupon, unani-

mously agreed to by the Convention.

On motion of Mr. Nelson, Resolved, That

when this Convention adjourns to-day, it will

adjourn till to-morrow morning 10 o'clock ;

And then the Convention adjourned accord-

ingly.
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Thdrsday, May 23, 1816.

The Convention met according to adjourn-

ment, and was opened with prayer by the Rev.
Wdliam Meade.

Mr. William Page, a lay deputy for Nor-
borne parish, Berkeley county, produced a cer-

tificate of appointment, which was read and ap-

proved ; whereupon he took his scat in the
Convention.

Sundry reports of the state of the several
parishes in this diocess were received, and or-

dered to be referred to the committee appointed
to examine the parochial rejiorts.

The Rev. Hnjjh C. Boggs, from the commit-
tee on the state of the church, presented a far-

ther report, which was read, as follows ;

—

The committee on the state of the church
beg leave farther to recommend an alteration in

the 12th canon, by addmg to it the words, " ex-
cepting in the case of Christ Church in the
borough of Norfolk ; which, being under pe-
culiar circumstances in relation to the number
of trustees, the time and manner of electing
them, and their rector, may be permitted to con-
form to their own regulations in these par-
ticulars."

The said report- being read a second time,
was, on the question put thereupon, approved,
and the amendment thereby proposed to the
12th canon was agreed to by the Convention.
On motion, Ordered, That the committee on

the subject of the parochial reports have leave
to sit while the Convention is in session.

Mr. Benj. Watkins Leigh, from the committee
appointed to examine the treasurer's accounts,
presented a report, which was read, as follows :

—

The committee to whom the accounts of the
treasurer were referred have, according to order,
performed that duty, and come to the following
report :

—

Your committee have examined the accounts
of the treasurer, and found that the same are fair
and correct, the debits being all supported by
proper vouchers

; and the balance in his hands,
at the meeting of this present Convention, was
sixty dollars and tifty-three cents, as appears by
the followmg state of the said accounts :—
Cash received htj William Munford, treasurer

of the Protestant Episcopal Church of Vir-
ginia, since his appouitmcnt to that office.

Contributions from the Parishes in May,
1815, viz. :—

From Henrico Parish, by Doctor John
Adams, - - . $15 00

" St. Mark's— Culpepper, by Mr.
Robert Slaughter,

" St. Paul's Church, Alexandria, by
Mr. Charles Page,

" Norbornc Parish, Berkeley, by Mr.
Wm. Pendleton, -

" Shelburne
, Loudoun, by the

Rev. John Dunn, - - .

" St. Stephen's Church, Culpepper,
by Mr. Samuel Slaughter,

" St. George's Parish, Fredericks-
burg, by Major Benjamin Day, 15 00

15 00

15 00

15 00

15 00

1.G 00

Amount carried forward, $105 00

Amount brought forward, $
From Cumberland , Lunenburcr, by

Mr. John Buford, - -
°

-

" Hamilton
, Fauquier, by Doc-

tor Thomas Henderson,
" Manchester

, Chesterfield, by
David Patteson, - - -

Matthew Cheatham,
" Bristol Parish, Petersburg, by

Rev. Andrew Syme,
" Brulon Parish, Williamsburg, by

Ferdinand Campbell,
" St. Andrew's Parish, Jefferson, by

Benjamin Allen, jr.,

" Frederick Parish, Frederick, by
the Rev. William Meade,

" The Vestry of the Monumental
Church in the city of Rich-
mond, by Doctor James Mc
Clurg, - - . .

" Antrim Parish, Halifax, by the
Rev. Alexander Hav,

" St. Paul's Parish, King George,
by Cadwallader J. Dade,

" Frederick Parish, Frederick, by
the Rev. Alexander Balmain, -

05



CONVENTION OF 1816. 107

The said report being read a second time,

was, on the question put thereupon, approved by

the Convention.

Mr. Hugh Nelson, from the committee on

the subject of the parochial reports, presented a

report, which was read, as follows :

—

The committee on the svibject of the parochial

reports beg leave to report the following con-

densed statement of the reports that have been

submitted to them :

—

The report from the parishes of St. Andrew's

and Norborne is highly favourable. A new church

has been finished at Shepherdstown. Two
others, one at Bunker's Hill, and one at Charles-

town, will, it is expected, be finished in the course

of a few months. Another at Hedges Chapel is

just commenced, and is expected to be under roof

this fall. Well-grounded hopes are entertained

that another will be shortly erected on Bank
Creek, in the western part of the parish of Nor-

borne. The Rev. Thomas Howell, of Maryland,

has been elected to the parish of Norborne. The
number of catechumens in these parishes is about

three hundred—baptisms eighty-hve.

The report from Dettingen states, that a vestry

has been organized, and that they hope to build a

church this summer.
The report from Fredericksburg is highly fa-

vourable. A large neat church has been completed.

Communicants ninety—baptisms thirty-four—mar-

riages eight—deaths ten—catechumens forty-five.

The report from Hamilton parish is highly

favourable. A new church, it is hoped, wdl be

built this summer at Warrenlon, and another cov-

ered in before next winter in the neighbourhood

of Oak Hdl. Communicants thirty-nine—bap-

tisms, between twenty and thirty infants, and one

adult—marriages eight—funerals four.

The report from Manchester parish states, that

its two old churches are now undergoing repairs.

The report from Staunton parish states, that

though it has been long m a low state, it now be-

gins to assume a more encouraging aspect. Bap-

tisms for the last four years, forty infants and

seven adults—marriages one.

That in the parish of St. Mary's, in Caroline

county, the spirit of religion is reviving, and dis-

pelling the gloomy spectacle of the temples of the

Most High in utter ruins. The sum of 3,000

dollars has been subscribed to erect a church in

Port Royal, which building, it is expected, will be

commenced in the approaching summer.

That in the Monumental Church in Richmond,

such has been the success, under Heaven, of the

pious and venerable bishop of this dioeess in his

holy labours, as to excite in us the most lively

feelings of gratitude to the Great Author of our

religion. A devout attendance on their religious

duties, and a spirit of harmony, mark the conduct

of the members of this church. Communicants

to the number of one hundred and twenty sur-

round the altar of the living God.

That the parish of St. Paul's exhibits no flat-

tering prospect. The building destined for the

service of the only true God is, by an act of the

legislature, converted into a school-house, which

might yet be used as a place of public worship.

The parishioners appear inclined to cultivate the

revival of religion.

The church on Richmond Hill exhibits a lively

contrast to the last preceding—a spirit of religion

becoming general ; about thirty communicants,

and six baptisms.

The church in Shelburne parish continues in a

prosperous state. Twenty-five baptisms, and com-

municants increasing.

The parish of Washington, in Westmoreland
county, e.xhibits dilapidated churches, and an ab-

sence of all public worship after the manner of the
Episcopal Church. It is expected the building

may soon be repaired, when, by the aid of some
pious divines, the spirit of religion may be once
again revived.

The report from the parish of St. Martin's, Han-
over county, is favourable. In that parish the
number of communicants has increased, and vital

religion appears to he increasing. One marriage
solemnized— fifteen baptisms—two funerals—thir-

ty comniiinicanls.

The report from the parish of Lexington is fa-

vourable. Forty baptisms solemnized. There
are three churches in the parish, which are not in

good repair ; but the vestry seem determined to

have them repaired.

The report from the parish of Kingston states,

that there have been two churches tbiinerly in this

parish ; one of which has gone nearly to decay,

and the other entirely demolished. A subscrip-

tion has lately been opened to repair the church
that is in a ruinous state.

The report from the parishes of St. Marks and
St. Stephens, in Culpepper, is favourable. There
are thirty-five communicants. Twenty-two bap-

tisms have been solemnized in the course of eigh-

teen months. Five marriages.

In consequence of the absence of the Rev. John
Woodville, the number of baptisms and marriages

in St. Marks is not known.
The report from the parishes of St. Thomas, in

Orange, is favourable. The number of communi-
cants there has increased.

On motion. Ordered, That the said report be

inserted in the journal.

On motion of Mr. Benjamin Allen, jr..

Resolved, That " A Common Prayer-Book and
Tract Society, for the Dioeess of Virginia," be

formed under the patronage of the Convention,

according to the following plan

:

Constitution of the Common Prayer-Book and Tract-

Sociity of the Dioeess of Virgitiia.

1. Every person who pays not less than three

dollars at the time of subscribing, and not less

than two dollars annually, shall be a member of

this society.

2. The business of the society shall be con-

ducted by a board of managers, consisting of the

bishop and standing committee of the dioeess for

the time being. A majority of the managers shall

constitute a quorum to do business. The board

of managers shall make all laws necessary for the

government of the society, and shall cause a state-

ment of the receipts and expenditures of money,

with other such matters as they may deem proper,

to be laid before the Convention of this dioeess at

its annual meeting.

3. At some time during the session of each an-

nual Convention, a suitable sermon shall be

preached by some person whom the bishop shall

appoint, after which a collection shall be made, to

be appropriated to the funds of the society.

4. The constitution of the society shall be un-

alterable, e.xcept by a vote of the Convention.

On motion. Resolved, That the Hon. Bushrod

Washington be added to the delegates hereto-

fore elected to the approaching General Con-

vention of the Protestant Episcopal Church.

In conformity with the lOlh article of the

constitution for the government of this dioeess,

the Convention proceeded to the election of a

standing committee, by ballot; whereupon, the
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Rev. "William H. Wilmer, the Rev. Oliver Nor-

ris, the Rev. John Dunn, the Hon. Bushrod

Washington, the Hon. William Cranch, and

Edmund J. Lee, Esq., were duly elected.

A motion was made by Mr. Alexander Keech,

that the Convention agree to the following pre-

amble and resolution :

—

Whereas the extent of this diocess will not en-

able our venerable bishop to visit as frequently

the several parishes as might be desired, and
preparations might be made to receive him ; and
as It is truly desirable, in the present state of the

church, that there should be a regular organ of

communication between the several parishes of

the slate and their diocesan—Therefore,
Resolved, That the Convention recommend to

the members in the several parishes throughout
the state, when there is no rector or vestry, to

elect a vestry of at least eight of the most pious
members of the church, whose duty it shall be to

communicate with the bishop from time to time,

upon the prospects in their several parishes, and
to endeavour, by every possible means, to obtain

visits from the ministers of the adjoining parishes,

as often as the nature of their charges and other
circumstances may admit.

The said preamble and resolution being

twice read, were, on the question put there-

upon, agreed to by the Convention.

The Rev. Oliver Norris, from the standing

committee of this diocess, submitted to the con-

sideration of the Convention the following cir-

cular letter :

—

Alexandria, March 1st, 1816.

We deem it our duty to submit to the friends

of the church in Virginia the following consider-

ations :

—

The Convention of 1813 adopted a resolution,

having for its object the creation of a fund, by
which the vacant parishes might occasionally en-

joy the benefits of public worship. But an inhe-

rent difficulty has been found to attach to the plan
proposed, from the small number of clergymen in

the state, and the consequent impossibility of ob-

taining their services as missionaries. This cause,
which continues lo operate, must defeat the be-

nevolent scheme of the Convention ; and, until

some remedy can be applied, the church must
continue to mourn her desolations, and many of
her children to sigh, that the harps of Zion are
unstrung, and no voice of praise is heard in her
courts.

Our venerable bishop has done all in his power
to remedy the evil, and has diff"used, through va-
rious and remote parts, a portion of that zeal
which animates his labours. But the duties of
his parochial charge necessarily limit this sphere
of his usefulness. It appears to us therefore ne-
cessary, as well in order to give full effect to his
episcopal ministrations, as to derive the benefits
contemplated by the Convention, that some mode
be devised by which he may be rendered independ-
ent of any parochial clinrge. By this means ev-

ery part of the chtirch may occasionally enjoy the
benefits of the public ordinances, and of the epis-
copal functions; and thus, being enabled to per-
vade every part of the diocess, he will have it in

his power to encourage the desponding, to rouse
the thoughtless, to give direction to the zeal and
energy of the pious, and to impress upon the whole
system a salutary impulse.

It IS with this view we take the liberty of sub-
mitting the propriety of constiluling a fund for

THE SUPPORT OF THE EPiscop.iTE. Contribu-
tions may be obtained for it either by annual or

life subscriptions, or by advancing an amount
which would yield an interest equal to the annual
subscription. Should the annual product thus
raised bo more than necessary for the support
of the bishop, the surplus may be invested in

bank-stock, and the interest and dividend there-

of be reinvested, so as to form, by its accumula-
tion, at no distant period, we trust, a permaiient

fund, when the further annual contributions might
cease.

In aid of this fund, it does not appear to us un-
reasonable to calculate upon the donations and
bequests of pious individuals, who, wishing to fa-

vour this particular object, will find the means of

giving their bounty its proper direction, in the

fund now created under a specific appellation. As
soon as a similar fund was announced in one of

the Northern states, the committee of that diocess

received an anonymous letter, covering three

thousand dollars for their disposal.

We have thought it not improper to sketch
the.se general outlines of a plan, that they may be
considered, and the members of the next Conven-
tion be prepared to make such improvements as

their better judgments may suggest. In the mean-
time, we beg leave to recommend that measures
be taken in each parish towards obtaining contri

butions, and that the sums thus raised be forward-

ed to the Convention, for the purpose above ex-

pressed.

The Convention of 1815 received a communica-
tion from the President of William and Mary Col-

lege upon the expediency of establishing a theo-

logical professorship in that institution. Whether
this important object will ever be accomplished,
will depend entirely, under the blessing of God,
upon the liberality and zeal of the friends of the

church in providing for it a suitable fund. For
the present, we submit the subject for considera-

tion, and ask your aid and advice at our next Con-
vention, in organizing a plan which may embrace
a chanty so extensive and useful.

When the number and wealth of Episcopalians
in Virginia are considered, we cannot but believe

that these several objects will be cherished, and
that our church, which is behind none in the

purity of her doctrines, and the excellence of her

forms, will be behind none in successful efforts

towards carrying into effect the several parts of

her religious and literary institutions. And surely,

in the long list of distinguished supporters, a pe-

culiar honour will rest on those who, placed in

the highest rank and station, have associated their

greatness, and consecrated some portion of their

wealth, to such objects; and who will perceive
that, in rallying round the standard of religion,

they are upholding that which is not only the

best security and guard of social order, but is

also the promise and pledge of a felicity above
the warmest conceptions of the human imagina-
tion.

To conclude, in the words of the resolution be-

fore alluded to;—we beg leave " most earnestly
to entreat the members of the church generally,
to consider the necessity of adopting zealous
measures for the restoration of religion among us

:

that they endeavour to manifest their gratitude to
Almighty God, and their sense of the awful impor-
tance of his blessed revelation : that they consider
the unspeakable rewards they will receive from
that gracious Master to whomihey belong ; whose
goodness demands the warmest returns of love,

duty, and obedience ; and that they will contribute,

to the utmost in their power, to render this most
acceptable service to his cause."
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We are, respectfully, your friends and obedient
servants,

Wm. H. Wilmer, ^ c., . /-.

John Dunn, \ Sfayulmg Com-

Oliver Norris, hnutecofiheProt-

Bush. Washington, > «'«"' ^/'"cW
W. Cr.^nch, ^.^'^"'^ "/ ^""

Edm. 1. Lee, J
^'"'"

The said letter being read, was, on motion,
referred to the consideration of a committee,
consisting of the Rev. William H. Wilmer, the

Rev. Oliver Norris, the Rev. John Dunn, Mr.
Hugh Nelson, Mr. Benjamin Watkins Leigh,
and Doctor James McClurg.
On a farther motion, Resolved, That the said

vote be reconsidered ; and,

On motion of Mr Benjamin Watkins Leigh,
the Convention agreed to the following pream-
ble and resolution :

—

A circular letter of the standing committee,
addressed to the friends of the church in Vir-

ginia, dated Alexandria, March 1st, 1816, recom-
mending the constitution of a fund for the sup-

port of the episcopate, having been laid before

the Convention

—

Resolved, That the said letter be recommit-
ted to the said standing committee, with in-

structions that they prepare such detailed

scheme for effecting the object recommended
in the said letter as to them shall seem most
likely to ensure the same ; and to transmit the

plan, as soon as may be, to the ministers and
vestries of the several parishes, to be by them
carried into execution in such manner as they

shall judge most effectual.

On motion of the Rev. William Hawley, Re-
solved, That the next meeting of the Convention
of this diocess shall be at Fredericksburg, on
the first Tuesday in May, 1817.

The Right Rev. Bishop Moore delivered to

the Convention his address on the state of the

church ; which being heard.

Resolved, unanimously. That the thanks of

this Convention be presented to the Right Rev-
erend Richard Channing Moore, D. D., for

his eloquent and appropriate pastoral address
;

and that he be requested to furnish a copy

thereof for insertion in the journal.

The address is in the following words :

—

Brethren,—It is with the most sincere hap-

piness I inform you, that the Protestant Episco-

pal Church m the diocess of Virginia presents

to the view of her friends a prospect truly en-

couraging. The clouds of adversity which for

years have overspread her horizon appear to be

dispersing, and our Zion, animated by the beams
of the Sun of righteousness, is recovering from

her desolations, exhibiting the most heart-cheer-

ing evidences of returning health and vigour. In

her restoration are associated the most affecting

recollections. It is the church of our fathers,

the sanctuary in which they worshipped the Sov-

ereign of Universal Nature, and in which they

expressed their grateful acknowledgments to

the Redeemer of the world. At her holy al-

tars we were offered up in our infancy to the

God of our salvation. Hallowed be the courts

which they have trodden, and blessed be iho

altars at whicli tliov bowed m adoration

!

Her children, to their honour be it mentioned,
have not deserted the church of their fathers in

her distress. Though they have noticed with
streaming eyes and bleeding heaits the desola-
tion of our Zion ; though the prospect of her
restoration at one period appeared almost hope-
less ; still, warmed by the genial influences of
filial affection, they have retained their allegi-

ance to her interests, and preserved their attach-
ment to her cause. May the blessings, the
richest blessings of heaven, be their portion

;

may the arms of Jehovah be their refuge, and
his bosom their pillow !

Conscious, brethren, that the concerns of the
church required the most prompt and vigorous
exertions, I have endeavoured to discharge the

duties which devolve upon me with fidelity
;

and have extended my labours as far as my
parochial engagements and bodily strength

would admit. My first excursion, after the ri-

sing of the last Convention, was directed towards
the eastern part of the diocess. I visited the

church at Williamsburg, at which place I

preached twice, and confirmed eighteen. I vis-

ited York, and preached to an attentive auditory

twice. I visited Norfolk, and preached several

times in that church to a very numerous audi-

tory, confirmed near two hundred, and adminis-

tered the Lord's Supper to as many. I crossed

the river to Portsmouth, and officiated in the

church in that place. On my return to Rich-

mond, I visited the county of Gloucester,

preached in Abingdon church in the morning,

and in the evening lectured at the house of the

excellent Mrs. Page, the widow of the late gov-

ernor of this state.

My next excursion was in company with Col-

onel Patteson, in the county of Chesterfield,

in which district I preached once at the house

of Col. Branch, and once in the church of Fall-

ing Creek. A subscription was at that period

opened for the repair of the church, and money
sufficient was subscribed upon the spot to an-

swer the laudable purpose.

In the month of August I left Richmond in

order to visit the churches in the northern sec-

tion of the state. I preached in the county of

Culpepper in four different places, to large and

respectable congregations, and confirmed, in

addition to those of the last year, eighteen.

In that place I also held an ordination, and ad-

mitted to the holy order of deacon Mr. Clark

Brown. In Fauquier I also preached several

times to attentive auditories, and confirmed sev-

enteen. I then crossed the Blue Ridge into

Frederick county, and officiated in Mr. Meade's

chapel twice, to a numerous and attentive con-

gregation, and confirmed forty-eight. I then

proceeded to the county of Jelferson, and

preached at Harper's Ferry. The next object

which attracted my attention was Shepherds-

town, in which place I found a very large and

respectable assembly, to whom I preached, and

administered the rite of confirmation to up-

wards of fifty. From thence I proceeded to

Mr. Colson's, and the next day preached to an

interesting congregation at the edge of the

North Mountain. I then proceeded to Martma-
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burg, where I officiated, and confirmed upwards

of fifty. From thence I bent my course to Win-

chester, where I also preached, and confirmed

twenty-eight. Having performed my episcopal

duties in that district, I again crossed the Blue

Ridge, and went into the county of Loudoun,

and\t Leesburg preached to a congregation,

confirmed forty, and consecrated a handsome

new brick church. May the zeal of its patrons,

and the piety of its worthy rector, Mr. Dunn,

meet with the blessing of heaven ! I then vis-

ited the county of Prince William, and preached

to an attentive auditory in that place. I also

visited and preached at Dumfries, to a people

with whose orderly deportment I was much
gratified, confirmed eighteen, and administered

the Lord's Supper to a goodly number. I

preached also at Aquia church, in the county of

Stati'ord, and confirmed seventeen. On my re-

turn home I visited and preached at Fredericks-

burg to a very large congregation, confirmed

upwards of sixty, and consecrated a handsome
brick edifice. The zeal of the members of that

church entities them to the love and veneration

of their brethren, and the pious and indefatigable

exertions of their minister, Mr. M'Guire, merit

my warmest commendation.

In addition to the duties which I have enu-

merated, I have preached in the county of Han-
over several times, and have administered the

Lord's Supper to that people. I have also vis-

ited and preached, upon a funeral occasion, in

the county of Surry. I have preached twice in

Petersburg, twice in Lunenburg, and confirmed

seventeen. I have also preached to a very

large assembly in Powhatan. In Richmond I

have also held a confirmation, at which cere-

mony about one hundred received that holy rite.

It is my intention, brethren, this fall, to visit

the parishes north and south of James river.

It is impossible for me to specify the precise

time, but the congregations in that diocess may
expect me to be with them.

It gives me great pleasure to mention, that a

spirit of gospel industry appears to pervade the

minds of all the clergy. When each individual

is doing his duty, it would be ungenerous to

make the least distinction. They possess my
entire confidence, and they deserve it. May
that Jesus whose cause they venerate, and
whose empire they are endeavouring to pro-

mote, own iheir labours, and crown their exer-

tions with the most abundant success !

During the time, brethren, in which the Lord
Jesus Christ has conferred upon us so many bles-

sings, I have to mention one instance of adver-

sity with which our Zion has been visited since

I last addressed you. The venerable Dr. Cam-
eron, a clergyman to whose piety was added a dig-

nity of deportment becoming his years and stand-

ing, has been taken from our embrace. His little

flock have been called to part with their beloved

pastor, and his widow and children have to lament
the loss of a husliand and parent, endeared to

them not only by the ties of nature, but by the

faithful and honourable discharge of the relative

duties of life. He died resigned to the will of

heaven, and has entered into the joy of his Lord.

My own congregation, brethren, continue, by

their benevolent efforts, to render my residence

in this place agreeable ; it has pleased God in

mercy to raise me up friends among those to

whom, until lately, I was an entire stranger.

May their friendship to me and my family meet
its due reward ; may the blessings of divine

love be their present and eternal portion !

I should be wanting in duty were I to pass

over in silence the assistance which I derive

from the labours of my friend Dr. Buchanan.

I'hough advanced in years, when nature re-

quires retirement and repose, he engages every

Sunday in the discharge of the public duties of

the ministry, and, without any reward except

that which arises from the testimony of his own
conscience, he labours in the gospel. May his

remaining days be crowned with happiness, and

his last end be the end of the righteous.

Since my residence in Virginia, three churches

in St. Martin's parish, Hanover and Louisa coun-

ties, have been furnished with regular and stated

worship by the Rev. Mr. Philips ; one in Staf-

ford, and one in Prince William, by Mr. Thos.

Allen : two in Prince William, by the Rev. Mr.

Steel : three in Fauquier by the Rev. Mr.

Lemon : three in Jefferson, and three in Berke-

ley, by Mr. Benjamin Allen. Martinsburg has

called a clergyman, the Rev. Mr. Orrel. Cul-

pepper has a second minister, the Rev. Mr
Hawley, who also supplies the county of

Orange ; and Lunenburg and Mecklenburg are

supplied by Mr. John Ravenscroft.

I have admitted, as candidates for holy orders,

Mr. John L. Bryan, and Mr. John Ravenscroft.

I have admitted to the holy order of deacons
Mr. Clark Brown, Mr Low, and Mr. Steel, and
to the order of the priesthood, Rev. John
Philips, and the Rev. M''m. Hart. I have

visited Norfolk a second time, and preached

four times in that borough, confirmed fifty-two,

and baptized thirteen children. I have also

visited Princess Anne, Orange, and Albemarle,

and preached in each place to attentive and
respectable congregations.

The prospect before us, brethren, is certainly

encouraging; and as the Almighty works through

the medium and agency of man, it is to the

clergy that we are to look up, under heaven, for

the revival of our church. " The harvest truly

is great, and the labourers are few ;" but while

we can rank among those labourers so many in-

defatigable and pious men as those who form

our body, we have every thing to expect. To
exhort them to industry is unnecessary ; their

duty prompts them to be watchful, and their

zeal impels them to the discharge of their re-

ligious obligations.

Gentlemen of the laity ;—though you are not

called to labour in the gospel ministry, still, your
situation in life places in your power the means
of being useful. M'^hen I look around me, and
see so many individuals of distinguished char-

acter stepping forth in support of the church,

my heart revives. It is the church of our
fathers ; I therefore commend her interests to

your care. The countenance which you afford

to me and my brethren convinces me of your
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zeal, and your presence in our religious council

is a pledge of your support. Let us lay our

hands upon the altar of our church, and with full

purpose of heart determine, God being our

helper, to raise her from her ruins, and to re-

store her to her primitive and apostolical purity.

Brethren, I bid you an atVectionatc farewell.

May you return in health to your families ; and
may the God of Jacob be your protector.

On motion of the llev. Oliver Norris, Re-
solved, That the constitution and canons for

the government of the church in this diocess,

as amended by the present Convention, be pub-

lished with the journal of its proceedings ; and
that the secretary be directed to send, by post

or otherwise, twelve copies to each parish in the

slate.

On motion of Mr. Hugh Nelson, Resolved,

unanimously, Ttiat the thanks of this Conven-
tion be presented to William Munford, Esq.,

for his disinterested and faithful services as

secretary to this Convention.

No farther business being before the Conven-
tion, on motion, the Convention adjourned, to

meet again at Fredericksburg, on the tirst Tues-
day in May next.

Richard Channmng Moore,
Bishop of the Prot. Episcopal Church

of Virginia.

Attest, Wm. Munford, Secretary.

Constitution and Canons for the Government

of the Protestant Episcopal Church of Vir-

ginia, revised and established by the Conven-

tion of that Church ivhich met in the City of
Richmond on Tuesday, May 2od, 1815; and
amended by the Convention which met in the

same city on Tuesday, May iist, 1816.

constitution.

Article I. There shall be a Convention of

the Protestant Episcopal Church in this state

on the third Tuesday in May every year : but

the Convention which meets in the year pre-

vious to the meeting of the General Conven-

tion, may have power to appoint the time and

place of meeting for the next annual session.

Art. II. The Convention shall be composed

of the officiating ministers who have been

regularly and canonically elected in parishes or

churches within this slate, and within that part

of the territory of Columbia formerly part of this

slate ; and of those whom age or infirmity pre-

vents from exercising their clerical functions,

who shall be considered members ex-officio.

The Convention shall also be composed of lay

members, consisting of one delegate from each

parish (or of two lay deputies, where there

shall be no clergyman in the parish), chosen by

the vestry thereof, or, if there be no vestry, by

at least twelve persons who may with propriety

be considered as members of the Protestant

Episcopal Church, duly notified : and the elec-

tion shall be certified by at least five members
of this church ;

provided, that every parish

having more than one otTiciating minister who
hath been regularly and canonically elected,

shall be entitled to send as many lay delegates
as it has ministers.

Akt. III. Six members of the clerical, and
six of the lay order, shall constitute a quorum for

the transaction of business ; but a smaller num-
ber may adjourn.

Art. IV. In all matters that shall come be-
fore the Convention, the clergy and laity shall

deliberate in one body ; and the concurrence of
a majority shall give validity to any measure.
But, when three members require it, there shall

be a vote by orders.

Art. V. The election of a bishop of this

church shall be made in Convention, in the fol-

lowing manner. The order of the clergy shall

nominate and appoint, by ballot, some fit and
qualified clergyman for that office ; and the

votes of two thirds of that order shall be requi-

site to constitute a choice. And thereupon
such appointment shall be presented to the

order of the lay delegates, and be considered

by them ; and if, on a ballot, it shall appear
that the person so nominated is approved of by

two thirds of the lay order, he shall be then de-

clared to be duly elected.

Art. VI. In this diocess there shall be but

one bishop. He shall be president of the Con-
vention ; in which character, it shall be his

duty to give to the Convention, as often as he

may deem expedient, a general view of the

state of the church ; to call special Conven-
tions, at whatever times and places he may
think necessary ; to preserve order during the

time of session ; to put the question, collect the

votes, and declare the decision. He may make
any motion which he shall judge conducive to

the good of the church, but shall not enter into

debate ; and he may deliver his sentiments on
any subject after it has been discussed, before a

vote thereon.

Art. VII. In case of a vacancy in the epis-

copal office, the Convention, immediately upon
their assembling, shall choose, by joint ballot, a

president from among the order of priests, who
shall remain in office until the next election of

a president. He shall perform all the duties

and possess all the privileges above specified
;

but he shall not call special meetings of the

Convention, unless applied to for that purpose

by a majority of the standing committee. And
if, while there is a bishop in this church, he

shall not be present at any meeting of the Con-
vention, they shall elect, in the manner afore-

said, a president pro tempore.

Art. VIII. A secretary shall be appointed

by the Convention, who shall continue in office

during good behaviour. His duty shall be to

make minutes of their proceedings, to preserve

their journals and records, to attest the public

acts of the body, and faithfully to deliver into

the hands of his successor all books and papers,

relative to the concerns of the Convention,

which may be in his possession. It shall be his

duty to notify, through the channel of the public

papers, as he may think proper, the time and

place appointed for the meeting of the succeed-

ing Convention.

Art. IX. A treasurer shall be appointed by
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the Convention, who shall continue in office

during good behaviour, nud who shall discharge

the duties usually appertaining to that office.

Art. X. Before the adjournment of each

annual Convention, a standing committee, con-

sisting of si.x members, three clerical and three

of the lay order, shall be chosen by a ballot of

the clergy and laity.

Art. XI. If at any lime there should be no

bishop in this church, the Convention shall

divide the state or diocess into districts, and

assign to such clergymen as they may appoint

the superintendence of a district, which it shall

be their duty to visit at least once a year, and

to report the ecclesiastical and secular state

thereof to the Convention.

Art. XII. Every parish within this diocess

shall be entitled to the entire benefit of this con-

stitution, as soon as it shall have signified its

ratification thereof, either in writing or by send-

ing a lay delegate to the Convention ; and such

parish shall thereafter be benefited and bound,

equally with the other parishes in this diocess,

by every rule and canon which shall be framed,

by any Convention acting under this constitu-

tion, for the government of this church in eccle-

siastical concerns.

Art. XIII. This constitution shall be un-

alterable, except in the following manner :—

a

proposition for any change shall be introduced

in writing and considered in Convention ; and,

if approved of, the same shall be transmitted to

the several vestries of the parishes which shall

have ratified this constitution ; and if again ap-

proved of in the next ensuing Convention by a

majority, the change shall then take place ; and

the constitution, so altered, shall be valid and
obligatory.

The minister of each parish shall make out

and continue an exact register of all the com-
municants within his congregation ; which reg-

ister shall be left, upon his death or removal, for

the use of his successor.

It shall be the duty of the ministers of our
church to be careful in observing ail the direc-

tions of the rubric, and of the General Conven-
tion, which relate to communicants ; to main-
tain the most affectionate intercourse with all

their members on religious subjects ; but, espe-

cially, to converse with those who offer them-
selves for the first time for the communion, on
those qualifications which are proper for the

worthy receiving of the sacrament, unless ihey

be otherwise satisfied that they are properly

qualified.

LAY DISCIPLINE.
CANON III.

Communicants lo have Family Worship.

It shall be the duty of every communicant of
this church, who is the head of a family, to live

in the habitual exercise of family worship.

CANON IV.

The Members of this Church to instruct their

families in the Principles of Religion.

The members of this church shall instruct

their families, as far as they are able, in the

principles of the Christian religion; and, as

soon as they are sufficiently informed and im-

pressed with the importance and sacredness of

their baptismal vow, and have come to a proper

age to ratify the same in their own persons,

they shall present them to the bishop for con-

firmation, when conveniently in their power.

CANON v.

TTie members of this Church to be regular in

their attendance on Public Worship.

The members of this church shall attend the

public worship of God as regularly and con-

stantly as, from their age, infirmities, and cir-

cumstances in life, may be reasonably expected
;

and shall admit of no excuse for the neglect of

this important duty, but such as they may plead

at the bar of God in the day of judgment.

CANON VI.

Offences for which a Layman may be presented

and tried.

Whereas the present state of the Protestant

Episcopal Church in Virginia has experienced

many and great inconveniences from the want

of such regulations and provisions as the good

and wholesome government of the said church

required, and from the nonperformance of ex-

isting canons : Now, in order that such incon-

veniences may be removed, so far as lieth in

this Convention, and that the rules and canons

of the said church, and also those of the General

Convention, may be strictly observed and en-

forced 'in all time to come ; that all the mem-
bers of the said church, whether clergymen or

laymen, may be excited to the most zealous and
commendable exertions to further, by all justifi-

able means, the future prosperity of the church
;

Be it ordained, That any lay member of the

church, being a communicant thereof, conduct-

ing himself in a manner unworthy of a Chris-

tian, may and ought to be admonished by the

minister and vestry of the parish or congrega-

tion ; and if such member persevere in such

conduct, he shall be suspended or expelled by

the minister and vestry ; in which case he may
appeal to the ordinary, who shall have power to

confirm or reject the sentence.

CLERICAL DISCIPLINE.
CANON VII.

Offences for which a ClergyiAan may be brought

to trial.

Whereas it is essential to the purity and
prosperity of all religious communities that the

temper and deportment of their ministers be

preserved holy and unblameable ; it is hereby

declared to be the duly of the bishop, or, if there

be none, of the standing connmittec, to take cog-

nizance of any offence against decorum and re-

ligion, of which a priest or deacon shall be

charged upon credible testimony. Disorderly,

scandalous, and immoral conduct, neglect of
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duty, disregard of the constitution or canons of
the church, disseminating or countenancing of

opinions which are contrary to her doctrines,

gaming, or any other vicious or unseemly diver-

sions, are offences for which (as well as for a

violation of the 26th canon of the General Con-
vention) a minister may be brought to trial.

And the mode of proceeding shall be as fol-

lows :

—

Whenever satisfactory information shall be
given in writing, by any two credible members
of the church in this diocess, lo the bishop or

standnig coinmiUee, that any clergyman is guilty

of a violation of the canons, or conducts him-
self in any way incompatible with the character

of a minister of Christ, the bishop shall summon
a meeting of the standing commiitee, or, if there

be no bishop, the president of the standing com-
mittee shall assemble them, for the purpose of

inquiry and trial. Notice of the time and place

of meeting shall be given to the accused party,

and also a copy of the charge or charges laid

against such clergj'man, at least two months
before the time appointed for trial. Witnesses
shall be called, and no charge shall be deemed
substantial but upon the testimony of two credi-

ble witnesses, upon oath, either delivered viva

voce, or by depositions taken after reasonable

notice given of the time and place of taking the

same. The party accused may call in any per-

son to assist him in his defence, and also such

witnesses as he may think proper, and have the

benefit of depositions as above prescribed. The
bishop, or, if there be no bishop, the standing

committee, may appoint a clergyman to conduct

the trial on the part of the church ; and counsel

may be employed on each side. If, after hear-

ing the evidence and the defence of the party

accused, two thirds of the quorum of the stand-

ing committee shall be of opinion that the per-

son is guilty of the charge or charges brought

against him, the bishop shall proceed to reprove,

suspend, or degrade him, as the offence may de-

serve. If there be no bishop, the standing com-
mittee shall take record, and give notice of the

punishment due to the party offending : and,

in the latter case, an appeal may be made to the

State Convention, whose decision shall be final.

Provided, That none but a bishop shall pro-

nounce sentence of deposition or degradation

from the ministry on any clergyman, whether

bishop, or presbyter, or deacon.

c.\NON via.

Manner of proceeding against a Bishop.

If the bishop of this church shall voluntarily

commit any act or acts violating the constitu-

tion or canons, presentment shall be made by

the Convention to two or more bishops of the

Protestant Episcopal Church in the United

States. Such bishops shall have authority to

institute a trial within the diocess of the ac-

cused party ; and the sentence of the two
bishops, or of a majority of a greater number,

being founded on the canons of the church,

shall be final ; except the sentence of degrada-

t.on, in which case he shall be allowed the priv-

ilege of an appeal to the Houae of Bishops, pro-

H

vided he give notice of such appeal, within six

months, to the bishop who presided in the

House of Bishops at their session immediately
preceding.

C.INON IX.

It shall be the duty of every parish to send
to the Convention the sum of thirty dollars an-

nually, or such sums as the deputies can pro-

cure, for the contingent expenses of the church
;

which money shall be lodged with the treasurer

of the Convention of this church, and held sub-

ject to their order.

CANON X.

The manner of electing Vestrymen.

On every Easter-Monday, each parish shall

elect eight vestrymen ; but, where it is deemed
expedient, the number may be increased to

twelve. Two weeks notice shall be given of

the meeting by the minister, from the pulpit

;

or, if there be no minister, by the vestry ; and
if there be no vestry, by any two members who
last possessed the power of vestrymen ; or, if

there be no surviving members of the vestry, by
three respectable members of the church, who
shall cause advertisements of the meeting to be

put up at such public places as will secure the

notice of the meeting. And every pew-holder

or contributor to the support of the church shall

be entitled to vote. Every vestryman shall,

upon taking his seat, subscribe the following

form :

—

" I do believe the Holy Scriptures of the Old

and New Testaments to be the word of God,
and to contain all things necessary to salvation :

and I do solemnly engage to conform to the

doctrines and worship of the Protestant Episco-

pal Church in these United States."

The vestrymen thus elected shall choose

two church-wardens out of their own body,

to discharge the duties appropriate to their

office.

In cases where unavoidable circumstances

prevent the election on Easter-Monday, it shall

take place on any time that may be deemed ex-

pedient by persons authorized to call the meet-

ing, and in the manner aforesaid : and, until a

new election, the former vestry shall continue

in office. The minister shall be a member ex-

ojficio ; and five members shall be required to

constitute a quorum.

CANON XI.

Whereas that canon of the Protestant Epis-

copal Church in Virginia which directs the

manner of choosing vestrymen in the several

parishes is not applicable to the case of church-

es built and supported by voluntary associations

of individuals, without any parochial charge
;

and it is proper that those who hold the sole

property of a particular church should provide

for its care and management ;

—

In the case of the Monumental Church in the

city of Richmond, and in all similar cases, the

choice of vestrymen shall be made by the pew-

holders of the respective churches, conformmg,

as to the tune of appointment and manner of

quahfying the vestrymen, to the regulations
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prescribed by the 10th canon established by the

present Convention ; excepting in the case of

Christ Church in the borough of Norfolk,

which, being under peculiar circumstances in

relation to the numoer of trustees, the time and

manner of electing them, and their rector, may

be permittea to conform to their own regula-

tions in these particulars.

CANON XII.

The canons and constitution heretofore adopt-

ed by the former Conventions of this state shall

be and are hereby repealed.

Journal of the Proceedings of a Convention of the Protestant Episcopal Church of Virginia,

which assembled in Fredericksburg, on Tuesday, the 6lh of May, 1817.

A SUFFICIENT number of members appearing

to form a Convention, the Right Rev. Richard

Chauning Moore, D. D., bishop of this diocess,

took the ch.nir as president of this Convention.

A committee was appointed to examine the

certificates of appointments of the lay deputies
;

which committee, consisting of the Rev. John

Woodville, Mr. Philip Nelson, and Mr. Benja-

min Day, reported forthwith the following mem-
bers, being present, to be duly appointed, con-

formably wiih the canons of the Protestant

Episcopal Church of Virginia, viz. :

—

Francis Nelson, for St. Martin's parish, in

Hanover and Louisa counties ; Samuel Slaugh-

ter and Isaac Winston, jr., for St. Stephen's

Church, Culpepper county ; Laurence G. Alex-

ander, for Detiingen parish. Prince William ;

Samuel G. Adams, for Henrico parish ; George

W. Spottswood, for St. Thomas's Church,

Orange county ; William Broadus, for St.

Mark's parish, Culpepper ; John Nelson, jr.,

for St. James's parish, Mecklenburg ; Philip

Nelson, for Frederick parish ; Hugh Mercer,

forShelbiirne parish, Loudoun county ; Edmund
I. Lee, for Christ Church, Alexandria ; James

M. Garneli, for St. Anne's parish, Essex
;

John Ambler, for the Monumental Church, in

the city of Richmond ; Thomas G. Allen, for

Dumfries parish, Prince William ; Rowzee
Peyton, for Aquia parish, Stafford ; Abram
Shepherd, for St. Andrew's parish, Jefferson

;

Robert Randolph, for Hamilton parish, Fau-

quier ; John Daiiigertield and Robert Weir, for

South Farnhain parish, Essex ; Benjamin Day,

for St. George's parish, Fredericksburg.

The following clerical deputies appeared and

took their seats in this Convention, viz. :

—

The Rev. Edward C. M'Guire, St. George's

parish, Fredericksburg ; the Rev. William H.

Wilmer, St. Paurs Church, Alexandria ; the

Rev. John Philips, St. Martin's parish, in Han-
over and Louisa; the Rev. William Steel, Det-

tingen parish, Prince William ; the Rev. Hugh
C. Boggs, Berkeley parish, Spotsylvania ; the

Rev. George Lemon, Hamilton parish, Fau-

quier ; the Rev. Oliver Norris, Christ Church,

Fairfax parish, Alexandria; the Rev. John

Dunn, Slielburne pari.sh, Loudoun ; the Rev.

Alexander Balmain, Frederick parish ; the

Rev. John Woodville, St. Mark's parish, Cul-

pepper ; the Rev. Benjamin Allen, St. An-

drew's parish, Jefferson county ; the Rev.

Thomas Orrill, Norborne parish, Berkeley

county ; the Rev. John S. Ravenscroft, St.

James's parish, Mecklenburg county ; the Rev.

John L. Bryan, Christ Church, Norborne par-

ish, Berkeley county.

On motion. Resolved, That the Rev. Will-

iam Hawley, of the city of Washington, and
the Rev. John Bausman, of Calvert county,

Maryland, be admitted to seats in this Conven-
tion as honorary members.

Resolved, unanimously, That the thanks of

this Convention be presented to the Rev. Mr.

Dunn, for his evangelical and appropriate dis-

course on the duties of the ministry, delivered

this day in the church of Fredericksburg.

Ordered, That the Rev. Alexander Balmain,

the Rev. George Lemon, the Rev. Hugh C.

Boggs, Mr. Samuel G. Adams, Mr. William
Broadus, and Mr. Benjamin Day, be a commit-
tee to take into consideration the state of the

church in this diocess, and report thereupon to

this Convention.

Ordered, That the Rev. John Dunn, the

Rev. John Philips, and Mr. Philip Nelson, be a

committee to examine the parochial reports.

Ordered, That the Rev. Oliver Noiris, the

Rev. John Woodville, and Mr. Edmund I. Lee,

be a committee to examine the treasurer's ac-

counts.

Ordered, That the Rev. Benjamin Allen,

Mr. Abram Shepherd, and Mr. Robert Ran-
dolph, be a committee to examine the accounts

of the treasurer of " The Common Prayer-

Book and Tract Society for the Diocess of

Virginia."

On motion. Resolved, That when the Con-
vention adjourns on this day, it will adjourn to

meet to-morrow morning, immediately after the

conclusion of divine service.

And then the Convention adjourned accord-

ingly.

Wednesday, May 7, 1817.

The Convention met, according to adjourn-

ment, after divine service by the Rev. John S.

Ravenscroft.

The following liy deputies produced certifi-

cates of their appointments, which, being read

by the secretary, were found conformable to the

canons of the Protestant Episcopal Church of

Virginia ; whereupon they took their seats in

the Convention, viz. :

—

Mr. Alexander Keech, for St. Mary's parish,

Caroline county ; and Mr. John Hoof, for St.

Paul's Church, Alexandria.

For reasons appearing to the Convention,

Mr Robert S. Garnett was also admitted to a
seat as lay deputy from St. Anne's parish, Esses.
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The Rev. Andrew Syme, from Bristol parish,

Petersburg, and the Rev. William H. Hart,
from Henrico parish, also appeared and took
their seats in the Convention,

Resolved, Tliat Mr. James Hunter, from St.

Anne's parish, Essex, be admitted, also, as an
honorary member of this Convention.
The standing rules for regulating the proceed-

ings of the Conventions of this diocess, and the

journal of the proceedings of the standing com-
mittee of the church during the last year, were
read by the secretary.

The Rev. Benjamin Allen, from the commit-
tee to which the accounts of the treasurer of the

Common Prayer-Book and Tract Society were
referred, presented a report, which was read and
approved, in the following words :

—

The committee to whom were referred the

accounts of the Common Prayer-Book and Tract
Society, report :—That they have duly examin-
ed the same, and find them correct, a balance
being due the treasurer of $318 75.

A motion was made by the Rev. Benjamin
Allen, that the Convention agree to the follow-

ing resolutions :

—

Resolved, That the existing Common Prayer-

Book and Tract Society be extended to the pro-

motion of Christian knowledge in general ; the

funds to be apportioned among the respective

means made use of, as the managers may deter-

mine.

Resolved, That it be recommended that an

auxiliary society be established in each parish,

one half of whose funds shall be thrown into

the treasury of the Diocesan Society ; the re-

mainder to be applied as its managers may de-

termine.

On motion, Ordered, That the said resolu-

tions be laid upon the table.

On motion of the Rev. William H. Wilmer,
Resolved, That the committee on the state

of the church be requested to inquire and re-

port to the Convention, whether it be proper or

not to give an expression of the opinion of this

house in relation to the 35th canon of the Gen-
eral Convention.

On motion of Mr. Edmund I. Lee, the follow-

ing preamble and resolutions were unanimously

agreed to by the Convention :

—

Whereas an erroneous impression prevails

among the members of the Protestant Church of

this diocess, that the Convention, at its last ses-

sion in May, 1816, by repealing the sixth canon
then in force, intended thereby to withdraw from
the ministers of the church the power which the

rubric gave them of reproving, censuring, or re-

pelling from the communion, any member who
may be guilty of the oflfences in the said sixth

canon described :

—

This Convention, for the purpose of removing
such impression, feel themselves bound to de-

clare, as they do now unanimously declare, that

such cannot be fairly considered as the effect of

the repeal of the sixth canon ; and, further, that

the Convention expects each minister will consci-

entiously execute the duty imposed on him by the

rubric of the church as it relates to communicants.
Resolved, unanimously, That the Convention

do seriously, and m the most affectionate manner,
H 2

call on the members of this church, and particu-
larly heads of families, to comply with the requisi-
tions of the 3d arvd 5th canons of the church of
this diocess.

On motion of the Rev. William H. Wilmer,
Resolved, That it shall be the duty of the

standmg committee, at every meeting of the
Convention, to submit, in addition to the report
of their proceedings, the documents also which
have been laid before them during the year.

In conformity with the lOih article of the
constitution for the government of this diocess,

the Convention proceeded to the election of a
standing committee, by ballot ; whereupon, the
Rev. William H. Wilmer, the Rev. Oliver Nor-
ris, the Rev. John Dunn, the Hon. Bushrod
Washington, the Hon. William Cranch, and
Mr. Edmund I. Lee, were duly elected.

On motion of Mr. Edmund I. Lee,

Resolved, That the deputies of this diocess

in the General Convention be directed to use
their influence to cause the next General Con-
vention, succeeding that to be holden in this

month, to hold their next session in the city of

Richmond, or at some place convenient to them-
selves, and as near the city of Richmond as that

convenience will admit of
A motion was made by Mr. Alexander Keech,

that the Convention agree to the following pre-

amble and resolutions ;

—

Whereas, from the present desolate state of the
church, frequent and combined exertion is neces-
sary for Its revival throughout the diocess ; and
whereas the duties of the bishop require an ex-
emption from regular parochial services, it be-

comes the sacred duty of this Convention to pro-

vide the most ample means in its power for his

support, that his exertions may give tone and
energy to subordinate efforts for the promotion of
Christian knowledge ; therefore, for the accom-
plishment of these and other objects,

Resolved, That the diocess of Virginia be divi-

ded into as maiiyconvocational districts as, in the
opinion of the Convention, may be most expe-
dient, and that semi-annual convocations be hold-

en in the same, at such times and places as the
members of the said convocations shall determine.

Resolved, That each parish shall be entitled to

a representation in these convocations of two lay

deputies, besides its clergy.

Resolved, That these convocations shall su-

perintend the interest of the church in their re-

spective districts, devise means for raising finances

for the support of the episcopate, and the promo-
tion of Christian knowledge in general, and shall

particularly attend to the providing supplies for

vacant churches.
Resolved, That the respective convocations

shall, at the opening of each meeting, proceed to

the election of a president and secretary : the for-

mer in all cases to be elected from the clerical, the

latter from the lay order.

Resolved, That these meetings shall be under

the immediate control of the bishop of the diocess,

and that a report of all proceedings shall be pre-

pared by the meeting, signed by the president and

secretary, and forwarded to the bishop, to be by

him laid' before the ensuing Convention.

Ordered, That the said preamble and resolu-

tions be referred to a committee, consisting of

Mr. Alexander Keech, Mr. Edm'md I. Lee, the
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Rev. Oliver Norris, the Rev. William H. Wil-

mer, and Mr. James M. Garnett.

On motion, Ordered, That leave of absence

from the service of this house for the remainder

of the session be granted to Mr. Samuel G.

Adams.
And then the Convention adjourned until to-

morrow morning 9 o'clock.

Thursday, May 8, 1817.

The Convention met according to adjourn-

ment, and was opened with divme service by

the Rev. Wilham H. Wilmer.

Mr. Edmund I. Lee, from the committee to

whom the resolutions submitted by Mr. Alexan-

der Keech were referred, presented a report,

with several resolutions, which were read, and,

on motion, referred to a committee of the whole

Convention.

The Convention, accordingly, resolved itself

into a committee of the whole house, Mr.

James M. Garnett in the chair ; and after some
time spent therein, the president resumed the

chair, and Mr. Garnett reported. That the com-
mittee of the whole house had, according to or-

der, had under consideration the said report and

resolutions, and agreed to several amendments
thereto, which he delivered in therewith at the

secretary's table ; which amendments, being

twice read, were, on questions severally put

thereupon, agreed to by the Convention.

The said report and resolutions, as amended,
together with the address thereby proposed, be-

ing twice read, were agreed to in the following

words :

—

The committee to whom were referred sundry
resolutions on the subject of dividing the diocess
into convocational districts, have, according to

order, had the same under consideration, and
have agreed to the followmg resolutions, which
they beg leave to submit.

Resolved, That for the purpose of raising a fund
for the support of ministers who may be appomted
according to the rules and canons of the church,
to preach in those sections of the diocess which
are now or may hereafter be without a minister,
and also to raise money for the support of the
bishop, without being attached to any particular
parish, the ministers of this church do, in their
respective parishes, at such time as they shall
deem most fit, endeavour to collect, by a collec-
tion in their churches, or by subscriptions, such
sums of money as the friends of religion shall be
disposed to contribute towards the objects ol this
resolution.

Resolved, That all money which may be col-
lected as aforesaid, intended by the contributor to
be applied to the support of the bishop, shall be
transmitted to the treasurer of this church, to be
applied in such way as the standing committee
shall direct. And so much of the money as shall
be raised for the support of the ministers shall be
placed in the hands of the vestry of the respective
parishes in which it may be raised.

Resolved, That 400 copies of the following ad-
dress, and of these resolutions, be printed, and
eight copies thereof be transmitted, as soon as
practicable, by the secretary, to the clerical and
lay delegates attending the present Convention,
and to such of the ministers of this church who
are not attending the Convention, all of whom
ore earnestly solicited to use their best exertions

to effect, as speedily as they can, the object of the

first and second resolutions.

Resolved, That the said address be printed in

such a form as to admit subscribers' names to the

same.
Resolved, That as soon as the delegates of any

one or more adjoining parishes have funds, sep-

arately or unitedly, sufficient to maintain for one
year, at a reasonable allowance, a minister or

ministers in the same, that the vestry, if any there

be, or, if there be none, then the delegates from
the said parish or parishes, do give information

of the same to the bishop.

To Christians of the Protestant Episcopalian De-
nomination in the Diocess of Virginia.

The visitations with which it has pleased
Heaven, for a period (not a very short one), to

afHict our country, are sutlicient to manifest the

powers of its wrath, and are well calculated to ex-

cite supplication to its mercy. War has afflicted

us with much of its desolation ; sickness has raged
with little less than pestilence ; and want ap-

proaches (at least to many) with almost the aspect
of famine. Human affliction is always divine cor-

rection ; the pious man bows to its weight with
submission ; he mitigates its severity by supplica-
tion ; and thus, at least, prepares the subiimest
consolation for ills which come not from mortal
hands. What have we done in the eyes of Heaven
to merit its bounties or to avert its chastisement

;

or, rather, what have we not done, in the total

neglect of God, the abandonment of his worship,
the ruin and destruction of his temples, the profa-

nation of his word, the contempt of his revelation,
the pursuit of all follies, the practice of all im-
pieties ? What have we not done to kindle the
hottest wrath of Heaven upon our heads, and to

exasperate the relenting mercies of God into the
just severity of eternal death? No public wor-
ship excites in our bosoms the contagious sympa-
thy of social devotion ; no public prayer prostrates
a people at the altar of God, to claim the salvation

which he condescends to offer to those who ear-

nestly ask It ; no public thanks are presented to
the source of all bounties, the benevolent Saviour
of man, and the beneficent Father of the world.
We hve, as it were, without God in the world

;

the young rise up without knowing him, and the
old pass away without acknowledging him. Su-
perstition can prostrate herself in all the fervour
of devotion before its idols of brass, and of stone,

and of wood ; before " images made like to cor-

ruptible man, and to birds, and to four-footed

beasts, and creeping things," and immure its abom-
inations in all the magnificence of costly and
massy architecture; but we, who profess to be-
lieve in the uncorruptible, the living God, the God
of grace and of mercy, whose mysteries are reve-
lation, whose rites are love, whose worship is

peace, whose boon is heaven, we turn with frozen
apathy from his name and word, feel no devotion
to infinite goodness, offer no prayer for salvation,

breathe no thanks for redemption. We have
turned God out of his temples, and leave their
ruins as sepulchres of the piety which erected,
and monuments of the wickeaness which profanes
them.
These considerations are awfully affecting to

us all, but touch parents and the heads of families
with a vital keenness. The patrimony of guilt
and irreligion upon which we are rearing, and
which we are preparing to bequeath to our chil-

dren, will accumulate in rankness in the inheri-

tance. If the father does not live to curse him-
self as the progenitor of his family's shame, his

children will live long enough to riot ui the un-
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bridled corrnption of their hearts, which no check
but Heaven can reclaim, and to despise, if not to

curse, the author of their existence, who neglected
to impose religious restraints on appetites which
no earthly inliuence can subdue. If our own
hearts have been rendered so callous bj' our
neglect of public worship, that we are ourselves
willing to forego its enjoyments and its blessings,

let us not, however, iiing them away from our
children.

You are Christians. The divine intercessor for

man has said, " When two or three meet together

in my name, there am I in the midst of them ;"

will you renounce the promised intercourse with
God ? Are you parents ! Intercept not from your
children the light which Heaven would shed to

illumine their path through life to eternity. As
citizens, you love your neighbours and your coun-
trymen. Will you withhold from them the moral
and religious instruction of the licurgy and the pul-

pit, inspiring " on earth peace—goud-will towards
man ;" uniting them in bonds wrought by ahnighty
hands ; and subliming their affections, from the

low and grovelling objects of sensual appetite, into

social benevolence and Christian charity !

Every relation in which we stand to God, to

ourselves, to our families, and to society, demands
from us a fervent zeal, and an active effort to re-

store the church which we profess, purified, by

the revolutions she has undergone, from former
abuses, endowed by public veneration and Chris-

tian piety, and supported by the purity of her doc-

trines, the integrity of her ministers, and the be-

nevolent toleration of all religious classes.

With these views the anne.ved subscription-

paper is oflered, to ascertain the willingness and
ability of individuals to aid the revival of the Prot-

estant Episcopal Church in this diocess, and to

contribute to the support of a minister for the en-

suing year.

The Rev. Alexander Bahnain, from the com-

mittee on the state of the church, presented a

report, which was read, and being, on motion,

amended, approved by the Convention ; and the

amendment thereby proposed to the 6th canon

was aareed to, as follows :

—

The committee appointed to take into con-

sideration the state of the church, and report

thereon, having taken the same into considera-

tion, and examined the canons of the church,

report, That the uniting of the vestry with the

minister in the admonition and the suspension

of a lay member, being a communicant, as in

the sixth canon, is inconsistent with the rubric.

The committee therefore recommend that the

said canon be so altered as to give to the min-

ister alone the power of admonishing and sus-

pending ; then the canon will read thus :
" Be

it ordained, That any member of the church,

being a communicant thereof, conducting him-

self in a manner unworthy of a Christian, may
and ought to be admonished or suspended by

the minister of the parish or congregation, ac-

cording to the rubric."

With respect to the advice requested by the

Rev. Mr. Philips on the state of things in his

parish, St.' Martin's, in Hanover county, the

committee laments that such a state should

have ever occurred. But inasmuch as Mr.

Philips had no agency in producing it, and has

no power to remedy it, no censure can attach

to him for its continuance.

The Rev. Oliver Norris, from the committee
appointed to examine the treasurer's accounts,
reported. That, upon examination, the same were
found fair and correct ; and that the balance in

his hands, at the meeting of the present Con-
vention, was two hundred and thirty-five dollars

eighteen cents, as appears by the following

statement of the said accounts :

—

William Munford, Treasurer of ike Protestant

Ejnscopal Church of Virginia, Dr

1816, May 23.—To balance due as per

settlement, .... |60 53
To cash received for contributions

from the parishes for the year 1816,

as follows :

—

OfManchester Parish, by David Patteson, 10 00
St. Martin's Parish, Hanover, by Dr.

Berkeley, 30 00
St. Mary's Parish, Caroline, by Alex.

Keech, 30 00
Shelburne Parish, Loudoun, by the

Rev. John Dunn, . - - 15 00
Cumberland Parish, Lunenburg, by

John Buford, - - - - 20 00
Bristol Parish, Prince George, by the

Rev. Andrew Syme, - - - 30 00
Henrico Parish, by Dr. Adams, . 30 00
St. George's Parish, by the Rev. E. C.

M'Guire, 30 00
Hamilton Parish, by Robert Randolph, 30 00

St Andrew's Parish, Jefferson, by

Benj. Allen, jr., - . - 30 00
Frederick county, by the Rev. William
Meade, 50 00

St. Paul's Church, Alexandria, by the

Rev. William H. Wilmer, - . 30 00
Lexington Parish, by the Rev. Charles
Crawford, - - - - 30 00

Beckford Parish, by Benjamin Black-

ford, 30 00
St. Stephen's Church, Culpepper, by

Samuel Slaughter, - - - 30 00
St.Mark'sParish, do, by Major Thorn, 30 00

The Monumental Church in the city

of Richmond, by Dr. McClurg, - 30 00
St. Paul's Parish, King George county,

by Richard Stuart, - - - 30 00
Washington Parish, Westmoreland,

by Henry Lee, jr., - - - 30 00
Christ Church, Alexandria, by Francis

Adams, 30 00
Fredencksville Parish, Albemarle, by

Hugh Nelson, - - - - 30 00

Oct. 23.—Of Staunton Parish, by Chap.

man Johnson, - • - - 30 00

From Cumberland county, by Willis

Wilson, 30 00

$725 53

1816,

May.-

Cr.

-By account for printing paid by

the Rev. William H. Wilmer,

and deducted by him from the

cash entered as paid by him to

the treasurer, as aforesaid, 15 50

Amount carried forward, $15 50
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Amount brought forward, $15 50

Aug. 5.—By cash paid Bishop Moore in

advance to defray expenses of

episcopal visitations, arising

principally from the hire of a

carriage, - - - - 100 00
" 22.—By do. paid Ritchie, True-

heart, and Du-Val, for print-

ing 1,200 copies of the Jour-

nals of Convention, - - 99 84
Oct. 23.—By do paid Bishop Moore to-

wards defraying expenses of

episcopal visitations, - - 60 00
" 24.—By loss in exchange of $268

of Baltimore and Alexandria

bank notes for Virginia notes,

at 7 per cent., - - 18 76
" 26.—By cash paid Bishop Moore

on account of expenses of

episcopal visitations, - 101 25

Dec. 21.—By cash paid do. on the same
account, - - - 95 00

Balance due, - - - 235 18

$725 53

1817, May 6.

By balance due from the treasurer, $235 18

Resolved, That the report of the said com-

mittee be approved.

Mr. Philip Nelson, from the committee on the

subject of the parochial reports, presented a re-

port, which was read and approved, as follows :

—

The committee on the subject of the parochial

reports, beg leave to report the following conden-

sed statement of the reports that have been sub-

mitted to them :

—

The report from the parish of Hampton is fa-

vourable. A new church has been erected in

"Warrenton, in Hampton parish.

The report from Bristol parish states the num-
ber of communicants to be increasing, and that

the state of the church is now more prosperous

than it was when the last report was made.
The report from the parish of St. Stephen states,

that there are about twenty-five communicants
there—forty baptisms.

The report from the parish of Henrico states,

that the church there is in a prosjierous state.

The number of communicants has increased since

the last report.

The report from the parish of St. Mark's, Cul-
pepper county, represents the church to be in a

more prosperous state than formerly. Communi-
cants forty—baptisms twenty—marriages seven.
The report from the parish of Norborne states,

that there are two churches in that parish, one in

the town of Martinsburg, the other in the gap of
the mountain eight miles from Martinsburg. The
number of communicants i.s small in the church
in town. The congregation belonging to the

mountain church is numerous—communicants
from thirty to forty. The foumiation of a church
has lately been laid near the site of the old one

—

baptisms twenty-nine—marriages one—commu-
nicants in the parish at large seventy-eight.
The report from the church in Winchester

states, that there are between thirty and forty

communicants there, and about fifteen or twenty
catechumens. The church in the lower part of
the parish flourishing—from fifty to sucty com-

municants—eleven baptisms, marriages six, and
funerals five.

The report from Christ Church, Berkeley county,
as followeth ;—thirty-one communicants—bap-
tisms forty-three—catechumens thirty-five. A
neat and commodious church has just been
erected.

The report from St. George's parish, Fredericks-
burg, states, that there are ninety communicants
in the Fredericksburg church—marriages eleven
—baptisms forty-five—deaths sixteen.

The report from St. Mary's parish, Caroline,

states, that a Christian spirit is increasing in that

parish, and that there is a probabihty of a church
being commenced in Port Royal in the course of
June next. Communicants thirty.

The report from the parish of St, James, Meck-
lenburg, states, that the spirit of religion is re-

viving there. A new building for the purpose of
public worship is begun, and will be finished before

the month of October. One of the old churches
has been partially repaired, and will be completely
so in a short time.

The report from the parish of Dumfries states,

that a vestry has been elected for that parish.

Communicants thirty-two—baptisms sixteen—cat-

echumens twenty—deaths seven.

The report from the parish of Aquia states, the
members of the church in that parish are evincing
their attachment to the church, by repairing their

ancient edifice, which has been dilapidated. Com-
municants sixteen—baptisms twenty-five—deaths
five—catechumens twelve.

The report from St. Anne's parish, Essex, states,

that there exists a general disposition among the
people to attend public worship, and a willingness
to support a resident clergyman. Communicants
thirty.

The report from the parish of Shelbume states,

that there are thirty-five communicants now in
that parish—baptisms twenty—marriages six

—

funerals two—psalmody in a prosperous state.

The report from the parish of St. Andrew's
states, that there are one hundred communicants
in that parish—baptisms eighty-seven. The new
church in Charlestown is nearly finished. The
church in a progressive state.

The report from the parish of South Famham
states, that the church in that parish is about "to

revive. A new church is about to be built.

The Monumental Church is represented to be
in a quiet state—communicants increasing :—the
church in Alexandria continues to improve—200
communicants in the two churches. It is stated
to the committee that the church in the Northern
Neck is reviving.

On motion of Mr. James M. Gamett, the 5th

canon for the government of the church of this

diocess was amended, by striking therefrom the

words, " and shall admit of no excuse for the

neglect of this important duty, but such as they

may," and inserting, in lieu of the words so

stricken out, the following, viz. :
" and shall neg-

lect the performance of this important duty for

no cause whatever, but such as they might."
The said canon, as amended, was, on the

question put thereupon, agreed to by the Con-
vention, being in the following words :

—

The members of this church shall attend the

public worship of God as regularly and con-
stantly as, from their age, infirmities, and circum-

stances in life, may be reasonably expected ; and
shall neglect the performance of this important

duty for no cause whatever, but such as they
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might plead at the bar of God in the day of

judgment.
The Rev. William H. Wilmer presented a

report of the managers of the Common Prayer-

Book and Tract Society of the diocess of Vir-

ginia, which was read and approved, being in the

following words :

—

Early after the rising of the last Convention,
the managers of the Prayer-Book and Trad So-
ciety made arrangements for carrying into effect

the objects of the society. With this view they
procured from Philadelphia twenty-five reams of

paper, and proceerled to print 6,500 Tracts. No. 1,

which have been forwarded to the dift'erent parts

of the state. They also ordered 100 prayer-books
of the stereotype edition, and 100 of a larger size.

These have been distributed to diffisrent parishes,

in such manner as the exigences of each and the

smallness of the number seem to require. Since
the contributions received at the last Convention,
there have been received the sum of sixteen dol-

lars twelve and a half cents, and 1,000 copies of

Bishop Beveridge's sermons, from the benevolent
Society of St. Andrew's. There are now on hand
nineteen reams of papsr ; and the treasurer is in

advance $318 67J cents, as per his account now
rendered.

To remunerate these responsibih ties, and to
provide the means for the further operations of

this society, the exertions of the ministers and
vestries will be necessary : without their earnest
co-operation we shall be unalile to proceed further.

But we trust that the importance of the object

will plead its own cause, and create an adequate
zeal m the friends of the church and of religion.

Who can tell how much light may be diffused
;

how much evil prevented ; how much misery
banished from the earth ; how many souls may
he delivered from eternal death, and made heirs

of everlasting life, by the blessing of God upon so

inconsiderable an expense as is required by the

contributions to this society .'

•

On motion, the resolutions proposed yesterday
by the Rev. Benjamin Allen were taken up, and
referred to a committee of the whole Convention.
The Convention, accordingly, resolved itself

into a committee of the whole house, Mr. James
M Garnett in the chair; and after some time
spent therein, the president resumed the chair,

and Mr. Garnett reported, That the committee of

the whole house had, accordmg to order, had un-

der consideration the said resolutions, and agreed
to .several amendments thereto, which he delivered

in therewith at the secretary's table.

The said amendments being twice read,

were, on questions severally put thereupon,

agreed to by the Convention ; as were also the

«aid resolutions as amended, being in the fol-

lowing words ;—

•

Resolved, That it be recommended that an

Auxiliary Common Prayer-Book and Tract So-

ciety be established in each parish, one half of

whose funds shall be thrown into the treasury

of the Diocesan Society, the remainder to be

applied as its managers may determine.

Resolved, That in those parishes where there

are a minister and vestry, the minister and

church-wardens be the managers of the auxilia-

ry society ; in those parishes wnere there is no

minister or vestry, the subscribers shall elect

their own managers, not exceeding three in

number.

On motion, the following proposition of an

amendment to the constitution for the govern-
ment of the church of this diocess was consid-
ered and approved by tiie Convention, and or-

dered to be transmitted to the several vestries

of the parishes which have ratified the said con-
stitution, viz. :

—

It is proposed, by way of amendment to the
first article of the constitution for the govern-
ment of the Protestant Episcopal Church of Vir-

ginia, that there shall be a Convention of the
said church on the third Thursday in May in

each year;* but the Convention which meets
in the year previous to the meeting of the Gen-
eral Convention, may have power to appoint the
time and place of meeting for the next annual
session.

On motion. Resolved, That the meeting of the

next Convention of the church of this diocess

shall be at Winchester.

The Rev. Wm. H. Wilmer, from the stand-

ing committee, presented a report, which was
read, as follows :

—

The standing committee beg leave to report,

That, in obedience to the resolution of the last

Convention, that they should prepare a detailed

scheme for efl'ecting the object of a former let-

ter published by the standing committee, they

have published and sent circular letters, a copy
of which IS herewith presented to the ditl'erent

parishes ; that they have received assurances

from St. James's parish, in Mecklenburg county,

that the sum of fifty-seven dollars will annually

be paid by certain persons in that parish to the

support of the episcopate ; from St. Andrew's
parish, in Jefferson county, that fifty dollars, and

from Christ Church, Alexandria, that one hun-

dred dollars, will in like manner be paid to the

same object ; and promises have been received

from several other parishes that they will con-

tribute, at the next Convention, what is in their

power.

On motion of the Rev. John S. Ravenscroft,

Resolved, That the standing committee be

requested to send to each parish in this diocess

a copy of their circular letter on the subject of

the fund for the support of the episcopate ; that

another opportunity may be afforded to such as

have been disappointed in contributing to this

very essential object.

The Convention proceeded to the election,

by ballot, of six delegates, to represent the

cliurch of this diocess in the approaching Gen-

eral Convention ; whereupon the Rev. Wm. H.
Wilmer, the Rev. Oliver Norris, the Rev. John

Dunn, Mr. Charles F. Mercer, Mr. Hugh Nel-

son, and Mr. Hugh Mercer, were duly elected.

On motion of Mr. Edmund I. Lee,

Ordered, That eighty dollars each be appro-

priated to defray the expenses of the bishop,

and of the clerical and lay deputies from this

diocess to the General Convention.

Resolved, unanimously. That the expenses

of the secretary, in attending this Convention,

* The meeting of the next Convention will be

on the third Tuesday in May, 1818 ; for, accordmg

to the 13th article of the constitution, the above

proposition will not be valid and obligatory until

approved by that body.
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be refunded to him out of the funds of the

church.

Resolved, unanimously, That the thanks of

this Convention be tendered to Mr. Munford, for

his zealous services as secretary.

The Rii^lit Rev. Bishop Moore delivered to

the Convention his address on the state of the

church, which being heard,

Resolved, unanimously, That the thanks of

this Convention be presented to the Right Rev.

Richard Channing Moore, D. D., for his appro-

priate and affectionate pastoral address ; and

that he be requested to furnish a copy thereof

for insertion on the Journal.

The said address is in the following words :

—

The peculiar duties, brethren, which are at-

tached to the episcopal office, I have endeav-

oured faithfully to discharge. Nearly three

months of the last year have been devoted to

episcopal visitations, during which time I have

traversed an extensive district of country, and

have attended to the concerns of as many
parishes as the duties due my own parochial

charge would admit of

My labours commenced in the county of

Orange, at which place I preached to a large

and attentive auditory, celebrated the Lord's

Supper, and administered the rite of confirma-

tion to a goodly number. From thence I pro-

ceeded to Albemarle, and officiated in two
churches, and also in the courthouse in Char-
lottesville. Crossing the Blue Ridge, I passed

a Sabbath in Staunton, and preached twice to a

multitude of respectable and attentive hearers.

Returning from thence, I visited the county of

Nelson, and preached in two different places.

I then passed into Amherst, and officiated in

New Glasgow and Gaines's church. I then

visited Lynchburg, at which place I preached
twice on the Sabbath to very large congre-

gations, and lectured the day following at the

house of Mr. Ward, a zealous and worthy
member of the church. The county of Buck-
ingham then became the object of my attention,

in which part of the diocess I preached at the

courthouse. Passing from thence to Cumber-
land, I officiated in one church on the Sabbath,
and in another on the Tuesday following.

Leaving Cumberland, I passed into Lunenburg,
and preached in two churches to a multitude of
religious worshippers, some of whom had trav-

elled between thirty and forty miles to receive

the Holy Eucharist. Having performed my
duties in that county, I visited Mecklenburg,
and preached three times to very large audito-

ries. In these two last places it is my duty to

observe, that the efficiency of the labours of the

Rev. Mr. Ravenscroft was evidenced by the

crowds who attended upon my services, and the

deep sensation which they exhibited during the

time of our devotional exercises. The Supe-
rior Court, which was sitting, adjourned ; and
the worthy judge, and the gentlemen of the bar,

with but one exception, attended the services of

the sanctuary.

Having discharged my duties in those coun-
ties, I visited Halifax, and preached at the

courthouse to a very niuneroua and attentive

assembly. I then crossed the Roanoke, and
passed one Sabbath in N. C, and preached to a

small but devout congregation. Upon my re-

turn to Richmond I stopped in Charlotte coun-
ty, and preached to a respectable congregation.

After remaining in my own parish a few
weeks, I visited this city (Fredericksburg), in

which place I officiated as usual to a numerous
and devout people. (Here I think it my duty
to remark, that from all the observations I have
made, the labours of Mr. M'Guire have received

the sanction of his God. He lives in the hearts of

the pious people of his charge, and merits this

expression of my pastoral approbation.) Here
I was joined by the Rev. Mr. Hawley and Mr.
M'Guire, who attended me to Port Royal, and
on my route through the Northern Neck of Vir-

ginia. At Port Royal Mr. H. and myself
preached to a large assembly, whose attachment
to the church of their fathers was evinced, not

only by their devout behaviour, but also by
their perfect acquaintance with the liturgy.

The responses were audibly made, and excited

in my mind the most pleasing sensations. I

then crossed the Rappahannock, and preached

in the courthouse in King George to a large

and respectable congregation. Leaving that

place, I visited and preached at Mattox church.

The next day Mr. M'Guire officiated at the

courthouse in Westmoreland county. We
then passed on to Northumberland ; but, as the

notice of our intentions had not reached the

neighbourhood of the church, the congregation

was small. I however lectured for them We
then visited Richmond county, at which place

I preached to an assembly much alive to the

subject to which I called their attention, and
delighted with the prospect of a revival of the

church among them. From thence we went
to Lancaster, and I preached upon a week-day
in the church in that county. The congregation

listened to the tidings of salvation with great

attention, and the sensibility they manifested

gave me reason to hope that my labour in the

Lord was not in vain.

Having thus performed the duties I had
marked out in that district, I returned to Port

Royal, preached again in that place, and admin-
istered the rite of confirmation to a large num-
ber of persons. The sensation which they had
evinced during my first visit again manifested

itself, and deeply affected my heart.

In the course of the winter, I have preached
in Fluvanna, Buckingham, Cumberland, and
Chesterfield counties.

In every section of the state which I have visit-

ed (and these visits have been very general), I

have observed the most sincere and ardent attach-

ment to the church. From the temper of the peo-
ple 1 draw the most pleasing conclusions : and my
mind is perfectly convinced, that, were it possi-

ble to procure a greater number of faithful min-
isters, those ministers would be received with
joy by the vacant parishes, and provision made
for their support. Brethren, we have much to

do ; and while any thing remains to be done, I

trust that no languor will be exhibited by either

ministera or people, but that every nerve will
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be exerted to carry into effect the hallowed
cause in which we have engaged.

Brethren, it is the church of God, and of our
fathers ! It is true she has been prostrate in

the dust ; but from her ruins she implores our
united aid, and supplicates our assistance.

The progress we have already made revives our
hopes. The blessings we have already re-

ceived encourage us to look for greater mer-
cies. Our exertions, I firmly believe, will be

crowned with success ; our Zion will raise her

dejected head—be disrobed by an onmipotent
arm of her weeds, and clothed in the attire of

joy. Her harp will be taken from the willows,

and the voice of joy and salvation fill her happy
courts.

Brethren of the clergy—We have sworn
fidelity to her interest at the altar of the living

God. Aided by you, I will proceed in the glo-

rious work with all the ardour with which heaven

in mercy shall inspire my mind. In your zeal

I have a perfect confidence. Our number, it is

true, is yet but small ; but, with Jehovah on our

side, we may be confident of success. Unborn
generations will enjoy the benefit of our labours,

and embalm our memory with the tear of grati-

tude and affection.

Since the last Convention, I have admitted

to the order of deacon the Rev. Mr. Low, Mr.

Steel, Mr. Allen, Mr. Ravenscroft, and Mr.

Bryan ; and to the order of the priesthood, the

Rev. Samuel Low and John S. Ravenscroft.

The Rev. Mr. OrriU has settled in this diocess.

The Rev. Mr. Hawley has removed into the

diocess of Maryland.

Accept, brethren, my sincere wishes for your
present and eternal happiness.

R. C. Moore.

On motion of the Rev. George Ijcmon,
Resolved, That seven hundred and fifty copies

of the Journal of this Convention be printed
;

and that twenty be sent to each parish.

No further business being before the Con-
vention, on motion, the Convention adjourned,
to meet at Winchester, on the third Tuesday in

May next.

Richard Channing Moore,
Bishop of the P. E. Church of Virginia.

Attest, Wm. Munkord, Secretary.

The 5th and 6th canons of the church of this

diocess, as amended by this Convention, are in
the following words :

—

CANON V.

The members of this church shall attend the
public worship of God as regularly and con-
stantly as, from their age, infirmities, and circum-
stances in life, may be reasonably expected

;

and shall neglect the performance of this impor-
tant duty for no cause whatever, but such as

they might plead at the bar of God in the day of
judgment.

CANON VI.

Be it ordained. That any member of the
church, being a communicant thereof, conduct-
ing himself in a manner unworthy of a Christian,

may and ought to be admonished or suspended
by the minister of the parish or congregation,

according to the rubric.

Journal of the Proceedings of a Convention of the Protestant Episcopal Church of Virginia,

which assembled at Winchester, on Tuesday, the I9th of May, 1818.

The Convention met ; but the bishop and

many of the clergy not having arrived, it was
proposed and agreed to, that the Convention

adjourn until to-morrow morning 9 o'clock.

Whereupon, the Convention adjourned ac-

cordingly.

Wednesday, May 20, 1818.

The Convention met according to adjourn-

ment, and was opened with prayer by the Rev.

Alexander Balmain.

The bishop being still absent, Mr. Wilmer
took the chair as president pro tempore.

A committee was appointed to examine the

certificates of appointments of the lay deputies;

which committee, consisting of the Rev. John

Dunn, the Rev. Samuel Low, and Mr. Edmund
J. Lee, reported the following members, being

present, to have been duly appointed, conform-

ably with the canons of the Protestant Episco-

pal Church of Virginia, viz. :

—

Edmund J. Lee, for Christ Church, Alexan-

dria ; Abraham Shepherd, for St. Andrew's
parish ; Charles F. Mercer, for Shelburne par-

ish ; William H. Fitzhugh and John Moncure,

for Aquia Church ; Philip Nelson and Obed
Waite, for Frederick parish ; Hugh Nelson, for

Fredericksville parish, Albemarle ; Edward
Digges, for Hamilton parish ; Samuel Slaugh-
ter and Isaac Winston, for St. Stephen's
Church, Culpepper ; Joel Ward, for Christ

Church, Norborne parish ; Carter Berkeley

and Francis Nelson, for St. Martin's parish
;

Robert Lewis, for St. George's parish, Freder-

icksburg ; John Nelson, jr., for St. James's

parish, Mecklenburg ; Lewis Berkeley, for

Deitingen parish ; Needham L. Washington,

for St. Paul's parish ; Thomas Ambler and Al-

fred H. Powell, for Henrico parish ; James
Walker, for Norborne parish ; Francis J. Wi-
att, for Christ Church, Norfolk.

The following clerical deputies appeared and
took their seats in this Convention, viz. :

—

The Rev. Alexander Balmain, Frederick

parish ; the Rev. William H. Wilmer, St.

Paul's Church, Alexandria ; the Rev. Oliver

Norris, Christ Church, Fairfax parish, Alexan-

dria ; the Rev. John S. Ravenscroft, St. James's

parish, Mecklenburg ; the Rev. John Dunn,

Shelburne parish, Loudoun ; the Rev. Samuel

Low, Norfolk ; the Rev. George Lemon. Ham-
ilton parish, Fauquier ; the Rev. M'llliam

Meade, the chapel in Frederick parish ; the

Rev. Thomas Horrell, Norborne parish, Berke-
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ley county ; the Rev. John L. Bryan, Christ

Church, Norborne parish, Berkeley county ; the

Rev. John P. Bausnian, Fredencksville, Albe-

marle ; the Rev. Benjamin Allen, St. Andrew's

parish, Jefferson county ; the Rev. William

King, Augusta parish, Staunton ; the Rev. Jo-

seph R. Andrus, St. Paul's parish, King George

county ; the Rev. Edv.ard C. M'Guire, St.

George's parish, Fredericksburg.

Ordered. That the Rev. Alexander Balmain,

the Rev. Wilham H. Wilmer, the Rev. John

S. Ravenscroft, Mr. Charles F. Mercer, Mr.

Edmund J. Lee, and Mr. Philip Nelson, be a

committee to take into consideration the state

of the church in this diocess, and report there-

upon to this Convention.

Ordered, That the Rev. George Lemon, the

Rev I'homas Horrell, Dr. Carter Berkeley, and

Dr. Isaac Winston, jr., be a committee to ex-

amine the parochial reports.

Ordered, That Mr. Alfred H. Powell, Mr.

Obed Waite, and Mr. John Moncure, be a com-

mittee to examine the treasurer's accounts.

Ordered, That Mr. Abraham Shepherd, Mr.

Thomas Ambler, and Mr. Francis J. Wiatt, be

a committee to examine the accounts of the

treasurer of " the Common Prayer-Book and

Tract Society for the Diocess of Virginia."

On motion. Resolved, That the reading of

the canons and journals of the General Con-

vention be dispensed with.

The journal of the proceedings of the stand-

ina coiiimittee of the church, during the last

year, was read by the secretary, together with the

rules for regulating the proceedings of the Con-

ventions of this diocess.

The Convention then adjourned, for the pur-

pose of attending divine service by the Rev.

John Dunn, and a sermon by the Rev. William

Meade ; after which the sitting was resumed,

and the Right Rev. Bishop Moore having ar-

rived, took the chair as president of this Con-

vention.

Mr. James B. NichoUs, a lay deputy for St.

Paul's Church, Alexandria, also appeared and

took his seat.

On motion. Resolved, unanimously. That the

thanks of this Convention be presented to the

Rev. William Meade, for his evangelical and

appropriate discourse delivered in the church at

Winchester on this day.

A motion was made by Mr. Edmund J. Lee,

that the Convention come to the following res-

olution :

—

Resolved, That the annual contributions from
Christ Church, in Alexandria, of one hundred
dollars, for raising a fund for the support of the

bishop, which have now been paid, or which may
hereafter be received, be vested in bank-stock,

under the direction of the standing committee
of this diocess, in the names of George Deneale
and John Muncaster, church-wardens of Christ

Church, Fairfax parish, Alexandria, and their

successors, for the purpose aforesaid.

On motion, Ordered, That the resolution pro-

posed be laid upon the table.

And then the Convention adjourned until to-

morrow morning 9 o'clock.

Thursday, May 21, 1818.

The Convention met according to adjourn-

ment, and was opened with prayer by the Rev.
Mr. Norris.

The following lay deputies produced certifi-

cates of their appointment, in conformity with

the canons of the Protestant Episcopal Church
of V'irginia, and took their seats in the Conven-

tion, viz. :

—

William Broadus, for St. Mark's parish, Cul-

pepper ; Benjamin Blackford and Philip Will-

iams, Beckford parish.

The Rev. Thomas G. Allen, Dumfries

Church, Dettingen parish, Prince William, also

took his seat.

The bishop informed the Convention, that, in

the absence of John Brockenbrough, a lay dep-

uty appointed by the vestry of the Monumental
Church in the city of Richmond, he, in pursu-

ance of a vote of said vestry, certified the ap-

pointment of William Munford to act as lay

deputy for that church.

On motion. Ordered, That the resolution pro-

posed on yesterday by Mr. Edmund J. Lee, be

referred to the committee on the state of the

church, to consider the same, and report their

opinion thereupon.

Mr. Powell, from the committee appointed to

examine the treasurer's accounts, presented a

report, which was read, as follows :

—

The committee appointed to examine the

treasurer's accounts report. That they have dis-

charged that duty, and tind the accounts fair and

correct ; and that the balance in the hands of

the treasurer at the meeting of the present Con-
vention was eighty-eight dollars and eighty-

seven cents ; all which will appear by the ac-

companying accounts and documents, which are

respectfully submitted :

—

William Munford, Treasurer of the Protestant

Episcopal Church of Virginia, Dr.

May 6, 1817.

To balance due as per settle-

ment, - - - .- *235 18

To cash received for contri-

butions from the parishes

for the year 1817, as fol-

lows :

—

Of St. Martin's Parish, by

Francis Nelson, - - $25 00

St. Stephen's Church, by

Isaac Winston, jr., - 30 00

Dettingen Parish, by Law-
rence G. Alexander, - 30 00

Henrico Parish, by Samuel
G Adams. - - - 30 00

St. Thomas's Church, by

George W. Spottswood, 30 00
St. Mark's Parish, by Will-

iam Broadus, - - 30 00
St. James's Parish, by John

Nelson, jr., - - - 15 00
St. John's Church, Freder-

ick, by the Rev. Alexan-

der Balmain, - - 30 00

Amount carried forward, $220 00 $235 18
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Amount brought forward, $220 00 $235 18
Of Frederick Parish, by Phihp

Nelson, - - - 30 00
Shelburne Parish, by the Rev.

John Dunn, - - - 15 00
Christ Church, Alexandria,

by Edmund J. Lee, - 30 00
St. Anne's Parish, by James
M. Garnett, - - - 19 00

The Monumental Church in

the city of Richmond,
byJohnAmbler, - - 30 00

St. Andrew's Parish, by
Abram Shepherd, - - 30 00

Hamilton Parish, by Robert
Randolph, - - - 30 00

South Farnham Parish, by
Robert Weir, - - 20 00

St. George's Parish, Fred-

ericksburg, by Benjamin
Day, - - - - 30 00

St. Paul's Church, Alexan-

dria, by John Hoof, - 30 00
Norborne Parish, by the

Rev. Thomas Horrell, - 30 00
Bristol Parish, by the Rev.
Andrew Syme, - - 30 00

Norfolk Parish, by the Rev.
William H. Wilmer, - 30 00

Dec'uct account for print-

ing paid by the Rev. Will-
iam H. Wilmer,

Total received,

1817, May. Cr.

To the secretary's expenses
going to and attending the

Convention in Fredericks-
burg, and returning to

Richmond,
" Stationary for the use of

the Convention,
" cash paid Bishop Moore,

Mr. Wilmer, Mr. Dunn,
Mr. Norris, and Mr. Hugh
Mercer, delegates to the

General Convention, $80
each,

July 31.

To printing account paid

Du-Val, Trueheart&Co.,
Nov. 24.

To cash paid Bishop Moore,
on account of expenses of

episcopal visitations,

1818, April 10.

To do. paid do. on same ac-

count, - - . -

Balance due,

574 00

16 50

557 50

$792 68

- $21 00

81

- 400 00

71 50

185 50

25 00
88 87

May 19.

By balance due from the treasurer,

$792 68

$88 87

On motion. Resolved, That the report of the
committee on the treasurer's accounts be ap-
proved.

Mr. Abraham Shepherd, from the committee
appointed to examine the accounts of the treas-

urer of the Common Prayer-Book and Tract
Society of the Diocess of Virginia, presented
the following statement and report :

—

Prayer-Book and Tract Society of Virginia, in
account with Wtlliam H. Wilmer, Dr.

1817, May 5th.

To balance as rendered to the Con-
vention of 1817, ... $318 18i

" cash paid discount on $146 89,

paid to T. & J. Swords, . - 2 19
" loss of bad notes collected in

church, 1 00
" cash refunded widow of Rev. Mr.

Brown, his subscription, - - 3 00
Aug. 14.

To T. & J Swords, for their bill, as

per No. 1, herewith presented, 38 75
" cash paid freight and porterage, &c. 1 62j
April 20.

To T. &L J. Swords for their bill, as

per No. 2, 30 80
" cash paid freight and porterage, - 1 00

$396 55
May 8. Cr.

By amount annual subscrip-

tion, .... $127 00
" do. collected in church at

Fredericksburg, - - 110 00
" T. & J. Swords for error

in their bill, - - - 5 00
" one Prayer-Book, extra

bound, for myself, - 3 50
" cash received for sale of

Prayer-Books at Freder-

icksburg, - - - 47 80
" mv own subscription for

1816, - - - - 2 00
" the Rev. John Dunn, for

money paid by him, - 17 00
June 19.

By cash of Rev. Mr. Hawley
for Prayer-Books, - - 1 50

June 23.

By cash of Mr. Curtis for

4 do. do., - - - 2 00
" do. six quires paper sold, 1 50
July 1.

By do. received of Mr. T.

G. Allen for Prayer-Books, 10 00
" do. do. of Rev. Mr. Lemon, 10 00
" cash received of Mr.

George Taylor for sun-

dries, - - - - 5 25
" do. do. Rev. Mr. Norris,

for sundries, viz. : on ac-

count Mrs. Custis, $4,

Mrs. Debutts, $2, Mr.

Norton, $2, catechisms,

62 cents, - - - 8 62

Amount carried forward, $361 17 $396 55
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Amount brought forward, S351 17 $396 55

Oct 22.

Bv cash of Rev. Mr. Norris

for I Prayer-Book, - 1 00

1818, Jan. 12.

Bv do. of Rev. Mr. Baltnain

7or 28 Prayer- Books, - 9 00
" do. of Rev. Mr. Norris,

for 2 Prayer-Books, - 1 00

Jan. 28.

By do. of Mr. Allen for 20 do. 10 GO
372 17

May 1.—To balance due treasurer, $24 38

We, the committee appointed to examine the

above account, find the balance due the treasurer

to be twenty-four dollars and thirty-eight cents,

as stated. Abrah.\m Shepherd,
Francis J. Wiatt,
Th. M. Ambler.

On motion. Resolved, That the said statement

and report be ap[)roved.

Mr. Wilmer, from the committee on the state

of the church, pre.sented the following report :

—

Whereas it is all-important to have the bene-

fit of episcopal visitations throughout the dio-

cess at an earlier date than the fund appro-

priated to that purpose gives any promise of ef-

fecting : to that end. Be it resolved by this

Convention, That whenever it shall be neces-

sary for the bishop to visit any part of this dio-

cess, he shall be authorized to call a clergyman

from any part of the dioccss to supply his place

in the duties of his parochial charge for not more
than two Sundays.
And be it further resolved. That for the pay-

ment of the travelling expenses of such clergy-

man, the sum of five dollars shall be required

from each parish, in addition to the thirty dollars

now payable to the general fund of the church.

Whereas the assistance of missionaries to

visit the destitute parishes is most desirable,

but cannot be obtained, owing to the poverty of

the church ; and whereas various proposals have

heretofore been made for the purpose of raising

funds to educate young men desirous of entering

into the ministry, which have failed of success,

and are yet likely to fail ; It is therefore recom-
mended and enjoined ujx)n such of the clergy

as are settled, to receive young men into their

families, for the purpose of assisting them in

their studies ; which young persons, when prop-

erly qualified, may be licensed by the bishop as

lay readers, by which means the clergy would
be occasionally enabled to make excursions into

distant and vacant parishes without leaving their

own charge entirely unprovided for—and would
have this further advantage, that these students

would join practice with theory.

On motion. Ordered, That the said report be

referred to a committee of the whole Conven-
tion, and be the order of the day for to-morrow.

A motion was made by Mr. Edmund J. Lee,

that the Co:ivention do come to the following

resolutions :

—

Whereas differences of opinion prevail among
some of the members of our church as to cer-

tain fashionable amusements, and it appears de-

sirable to many that the sense of the Convention
should be expressed concerning them—the Con-
vention does hereby declare its opinion that

gaming, attending on theatres, public balls, and
horse-racing, should be relinquished by all com-
municants, as being unworthy of the Christian

character ; and it cherishes the hope that this

expression of its opinion will be sufficient to

produce conformity of conduct and unanimity

of opinion among all the members of our com-
munion.

On motion. Ordered, That the said resolution

be laid upon the table.

The Rev. George Lemon, from the commit-
tee to whom the parochial reports were referred,

presented a condensed report thereupon, which
was received and laid upon the table.

The Convention then adjourned, for the pur-

pose of attending divine service by the Rev.
John S. Ravenscroft, with a sermon by the

Right Rev. Bishop Moore, who also administer-

ed the sacrament of the Lord's Supper, and or-

dained three priests and one deacon, after which
the sitting was resumed.
The Rev. Alexander Balmain, from the com-

mittee on the state of the church, to whom was
referred the resolution proposed on yesterday by
Mr. Edmund J. Lee, presented a report there-

upon, which was read, as follows :

—

The committee on the state of the church, to

whom was referred tiie resolution providing a se-

cure and permanent depository of the episcopal
fund, have, according to order, had the same un-
der consideration, and beg leave to report ;

—

That, from the great extent of this diocess, it

has been deemed by preceding Conventions high-
ly expedient, if not indispensably necessary to the
welfare of the Church of Virginia, that the bishop
should be relieved from the confinement of paro-
chial duties, in order that the benefits of the epis-

copal ordinances may be thereby more promptly
and widely diffused ; that the desolate temples of
religion may again hear the voice of our chief pas-

tor within their own forsaken courts ; and that his

venerated authority and influence may be extend-
ed over the whole flock which it has pleased God
to commit to his pious charge.
For this salutary and holy purpose, the standing

committee of the diocess early recommended the
establishment of a fund for the support of the epis-

copate, and the Convention seconded their recom-
mendation by various resolutions, which have
been hitherto followed with imperfect success.

Particular parishes have contributed their sub-

scriptions towards the fund, with a zeal becoming
its importance to the prosperity of the church,
while others have totally disregarded the appeal
which has been made to their piety and liber-

ality.

Your committee cannot recommend the aban-
donment of a measure, so fraught with common
benefit, until every practicable effort for its accom-
jilishment shall have failed. It is confidently be-

lieved, that the obstructions which have hitherto

opposed its success have arisen from a want of
confidence in the means which had been devised
for its attainment, rather than from an insensibility

to its importance.
The resolution referred to the committee, if

adopted, will effectually secure to the fund that

permanent character which should remove among
the parishes the fear that the fruits of their liber-
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ality will be hereafter misapplied ; among the first

subscribers, the apprehension that their pious con-
tributions will not be seconded in tune l)y all their

brethren ; and in the church, the belief that any
delay, however protracted, can ultimately defeat
the object ot its piety.

A decision of the Supreme Court of the United
States has recognised the legal existence, and its

authority will protect the rights of, the corpora-
tion in which the resolution proposes to vest the
episciipal fund of this diocess. The committee
would have recommended a more central deposi-
tory, could one have been obtained under the sanc-
tion of law.

The resolutions of preceding Conventions have
too sanguinely contemplated an immediate resort

to the fund lor the object which it is designed to

accomplish. Your committee are of opinion that

this should be deferred until the fund shall have
been so enlarged as to provide for that object by
its annual revenue. They beg leave, therelore, to

recommend to the Convention the adoption of the
following resolutions:

—

1. Resolved, That the annual contributions from
Christ Church, in Alexandria, of one hundred dol-

lars, for raising a fund for the support of the
bishop, which have now been paid, or which may
hereafter be received, together with all other sums
which may be anywhere subscribed and collected
for the same object, be vested in bank-stock under
the direction of the standing committee of this

di(/cess. in the mines of George Deneale and John
Muncasier, church-wardens of Christ Church,
Fairfax parish, Alexandria, and their successors,
for the purpo.se aforesaid.

2. That, in aid of the episcopal fund, the several
ministers of this church do, in their respective
congregations, at some fit season in each year, de-

liver an appropriate discourse, recommending the

pious object of the fund, and thereafter make a
collection, the amount of which they shall special-

ly mention in their respective parochial reports.

3. That each minister do, at some convenient
season of every year, visit one or more of the va-

cant parishes of this diocess, or of the counties of
this commonwealth wherein there is no parish,

for the purpose of dehvering a similar discourse,

and of collecting, by personal applications or other-

wise, farther sums for the enlargement of the

episcopal fund, of which visit and collections

they shall respectively make a report at the suc-

ceeding Convention.
4. That no part of the episcopal fund shall be

withdrawn for any purpose, until its annual inter-

est shall suffice for the attainment of its object

:

and that, in the interim, it shall be the duty of the

standing committee to see that its enlargement is

hastened by the prompt conversion of its revenue
into principal.

The said preamble and resolutions being

twice read, were, on questions severally put

thereupon, agreed to by the Convention.

On motion of Mr. Powell, the committee of

the whole Convention was discharged from the

consideration of the resolutions thereto referred :

And the said resolutions were then read a sec-

ond time, and, on questions severally put, were
agreed to by the Convention.

Mr. Mercer, from the committee on the state

of the church, presented a farther report, which

was read, as follows ;

—

The committee on tiie state of the church rec-

ommend to the Convention the adoption of the

following resolution :

—

Resolved, That the secretary do annex to the

journals of the Convention the fo'Iowing list of
the clergy of the diocess of Virginia, viz. :

—
The 1-iijhi Rev. Richard Cnanning Moore,

D. D., Bishop and Rector of the Monumental
Church, Richmond ; the Rev. Benjamin Allen,

Jetferson county ; the Rev. Thomas G. Allen,

Dumfries Church, Dettingen parish, Prince Will-

iam ; the Rev. Alexander Balmain, D. D., Fred-
erick parish, Winchester ; the Rev. Hugh C.
Boggs, Berkeley parish, S[)otsylvania ; the Rev.
John Bracken, D. D., Wihiainsburg ; the Rev.
John h. Bryan, Berkeley county ; the Rev.
John Buchanan, D. D., Rector of Henrico par-

ish ; the Rev. Alfred Dashiell, deacon, New-
London ; the Rev. John Dunn, Shelburne parish,

Loudoun county ; the Rev. George Halson, re-

siding near Norfolk ; the Rev. William H.
Hart, assistant minister of Henrico parish ; the

Rev. Alexander Hay, Antrim parish, Halifax
;

the Rev. Thomas Horrell, Berkeley county ; the

Rev. William King, Augusta parish, Staunton
;

the Rev. George Lemon, Hamilton and Leeds
parishes, Fauquier ; the Rev. Samuel Low,
Christ Church, Norfolk borough ; the Rev.
Edward C. M'Guire, St. George's parish, Fred-

ericksburg; the Rev. William Meade, Frederick

parish, Frederick county ; the Rev. John Mickle-

john, Mecklenburg ; the Rev. Oliver Norris,

Christ Church, Alexandria ; the Rev. John S.

Ravenscroft, St. James's parish, Mecklenburg
;

the Rev. William Steele, Prince Wdliam ; the

Rev. Andrew Syme, Bristol parish, Dinwiddle
;

the Rev. William H. Wilmer, St. Paul's Church,

Alexandria ; the llev. John Woodville, St.

Mark's parish, Culpepper ; the Rev. John P.

Bausman, FredericksviUe parish, Albemarle

;

the Rev. Joseph R. Andrus, St. Paul's Church,

King George county.

And that the secretary annex to the journals

of every succeeding Convention a list of the

clergy, with all alterations therein produced in

the preceding year by ordinations, dealris, re-

movals, suspensions, and degradations.

The said resolution being twice read, was, on
the question put thereupon, agreed to by the

Convention.

On motion, Ordered, That the Rev. Mr.
King have leave of absence from the service of

this Convention for the remainder of the session.

In conformity with the 10th article of the con-

stitution for the government of this diocess, the

Convention proceeded to the election of a stand-

ing committee, by ballot ; whereupon the Rev.
William H. Wilmer, Oliver Norris, John Dunn,
the Hon. Bushrod Washington, Mr. Edmund J.

Lee, and Mr. George Taylor, of Alexandria,

were duly elected.

And then the Convention adjourned, to meet
again to-morrow morning, immediately after di-

vine service.

Friday, May 22, 1818.

The Convention met, after attending divine

service by the Rev. Mr. M'Guire, and a sermon

by the Rev. Mr. Wilmer.

On motion of Mr. Low, seconded by Mr. Hugh
Nelson, the preamble and resolutions agreed to

by this Convention yesterday, on the subject of
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providing a permanent fund for support of the

bishop, were reconsidered, and amended by

striking therefrom the words, " others have to-

tally disregarded," and inserting in lieu thereof

the followmg words, viz. :
" it is confidently

hoped, that in imitation of the example which

has been thus afforded them, the other parishes

will second."—And the said preamble and res-

olutions, as amended, were, on the question put

thereupon, agreed to by the Convention.

On motion of Mr. Edmund J Lee, the res-

olution offered by him on the subject of certain

fashionable amusements was taken up, and
amended, as follows :

—

Whereas differences of opinion prevail as to cer-

tain fashionable amusements ; and it appears de-

sirable to many that the sense of the Convention
should be expressed concerning them; the Con-
vention does hereby declare its opinion, that ga-

ming, attending on theatres, public balls, and
horse-racing, should be relinquished by all com-
municants of this church, as having the bad effects

of staining the purity of the Christian character, of
giving ofience to their pious brethren, and of en-
dangering their own salvation by their rushing
voluntarily into those temptations against which
they implore the protection of their heavenly Fa-
ther ; and this Convention cherishes the hope that
this expression of its opinion will be sufficient to

produce conformity of conduct and unanimity of
opinion among all the members of our commu-
nion.

A motion was made by Mr. Powell, that the

farther consideration of the said resolution be
postponed until the second day of the session of

the next Convention for the diocess.

And the question being put thereupon, was
determined in the negative. Ayes 12, Noes 28.

A motion was then made by Mr. Powell, that

a resolution of the House of Bishops, in the last

General Convention holden at New-York, be
adopted in lieu of the said proposed resolution

;

which resolution of the House of Bishops was
read, as follows :

—

The House of Bishops, solicitous for the preser-
vation of the purity of the church and the piety of
its members, are induced to impress upon the cler-

gy the important duty, with a discreet but earnest
zeal, of warning the people of their respective
cures of the danger of an indulgence in those
worldly pleasures which may tend to withdraw
the atfections from spiritual things. And especial-

ly, on the subject of gaming, ofamusements involv-

ing cruelty to the brute creation, and of theatrical

representations, to which some peculiar circum-
stances have called their attention— they do not
hesitate to express their unanimous opinion, that
these amusements, as well from their licentious

tendency as from the strong temptations to vice
which they afford, ought not to be frequented.
And the bishops cannot refrain from expressing
their deep regret at the information, that in some
of our large cities so little respect is paid to the

feelings of the members of the church, that theat-

rical reprt^sentations are fixed for the evenings of

her most solemn festivals.

The question being put upon agreeing thereto

as a substitute for Mr. Lee's resolution, was
determined in the negative.

A motion was made by Mr. Mercer, that a

preamble and resolutions, which he read in his

place, and delivered in at the secretary's table,

be agreed to by the Convention, in lieu of the
said proposed resolution ; which preamble and
resolutions were in the following words :

—

Whereas differences of opinion have at all timeR
existed in Christian communities as to the criminal
tendency ofcertain customs or amusements, spring-
ing from affections of the heart, which, innocent in
themselves, lose that character through excessive
indulgence; and legislatures, civil as well as ec-
clesiastical, have, by abstaining from the enaction of
positive laws to regulate or punish them, admitted
the difficulty of distinguishing between their use
and abuse, except where the consequences of such
abuse left no doubt of their guilt or impropriety :

—

To prescribe, by practicable legal rules, the
proper boundary ot expense in dress, furniture, or
equipage, or of any other indulgence of taste ; to

mark the exact limit beyond which the desire of
wealth becomes avarice or extortion, would be as
difficult as to regulate and enforce the rights and
obligations of hospitality or friendship. It is for

God to judge the heart of man.
It is the province of this Convention to legislate

for the government of the church of this diocess,

subject to the ordinances or canons of the Ameri-
can Protestant Episcopal Church.

Its legislation is not by recommendations, but
laws. It is the province and duty of tlie clergy,

not only to enforce the sanction of those laws, but
to add to recommendations, persuasions and en-

treaties : to discountenance vice and irreligion by
the denunciations and threats,—to encourage vir-

tue and piety by the invitations, the hopes, and
the rewards, of that gospel which they are com-
missioned to preach.

The great rule of moral action is prescribed to

both clergy and laity, by the unchangeable word
of God.

But, although this Convention deems any ex-

pression of its mere opinion upon any subject as

a departure from its peculiar and a|)propriate du-
ties, a necessity is at present urged upon it, by a
regard to its own character, to counteract the ten-

dency of misrepresentation to pervert its real mo-
tives in relation to certain decisions of its late ses-

sions, on a subject which has interested the church
of this diocess.

It has been again called upon, by some of its

members, to discountenance certain fashionable

amusements ; and it has been said that its reluc-

tance on a former occasion to depart from its

proper province, amounted to a tacit recognition

of their innocence.
With respect to gaming, by which is understood

n'ay for money or other valuable thing, whatever form
It may assume, it is undoubtedly a practice re-

pugnant alike to divine and to human law.

No canon of this church ought to be regarded
as necessary, nor any expression required of the
opinion of this Convention, to discountenance a
practice so iniquitous, both in its immediate ef-

fects and its remote consequences, if indeed it ex-
ists among the members of this church.
That the theatre has. in every country in which

it has existed, led to the corruption of morals,
might be inferred from the general character of the
dramas which it exhibits, if the dangerous circum
stances attending the exhibition itself, the numer
ous temptations to extravagance and vice to which
It exposes its actors and its audience, left any room
to doubt Its pernicious tendency.

It will be the proper time to distinguish between
the use and the abuse of this fascinating amuse-
ment, when the stage shall have been so regulated

as to realize the hopes of those who would regard
It aa a school of Christian niorabty.
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That dancings, a natural exercise among all na-

tions, civilized or savage, blended sometimes (as

its sister art, music, has often been) in their re-

ligious ceremonies, has been, frequently is, and
always may, be uinoccntly and usefully conducted,
those only will question whose entire inexpe-
rience of the world has left them in ignorance of

its effiects on the heart and manners.
That crowded and promiscuous public assem-

blies, where no security exists for the moral char-

acter of those who compose them except what
arises from the possession of the means of pur-

chasing admission ; where both gaming and drunk-
enness are either licensed or tolerated ; where
amusement reels into debauchery, and time, and
fortune, and health pay the price of a fleeting and
feverish gratification of the love of pleasure—that
all such assemblies are hostile to the spirit of

Christianity, those who have most frequently

witnessed their contagious influence must be ever

ready to acknowletige.

Yet, this Convention will not undertake to say

that individuals have not entered innocently these

dangerous scenes of pleasure, or passed through
them unhurt.

Still less is it about to denounce and repel by

its canons,' from the bosom of tlie church, those

who, to its regret, may sometimes appear to coun-

tenance them.
The church warns its members of impending

danger : but, in cases of doubt, leaves their inno-

cence or guilt to the judgment of an all-seeing God,
to the conscience of man, his vicegerent on earth.

Having said so much to the laity, this Conven-
tion would conclude the expression which it has

reluctantly made of these opinions, with affec-

tionately urging upon the ministers of religion,

while they enforce the necessary discipline of

their respective churches in conformity with the

rubric and canons, to unite tenderness with au-

thority.

In the pastoral language of an earlier age of the

church, " it is not enough that ye are the fathers,

be ye also the mothers of your tlock."

The question being put upon the said mo-
tion, was determined in the negative.

The question recurring on Mr. Lee's resolution,

on motion of Mr. Powell, supported by three other

members, the sense of the Convention thereupon

was taken by orders ; and, the votes being counted,

it appeared that the clergy present were unani-

mously in favour of the said resolution. Seven-

teen of the lay members voted in the alTirmative,

and nine in the negative.

The bishop therefore announced that the said

resolution was agreed to by the Convention.

And theti the Convention adjourned until to-

morrow morning, 8 o'clock.

Saturday, May 23, 1818.

The Convention met according to adjourn-

ment, and was opened with prayer by Bishop

Moore : after which he delivered his address on

the state of the church ; which being heard.

Resolved, unanimously, That the thanks of

this Convention be presented to the Right Rev.

Richard Channing Moore, D. D., for his pious

and affectionate address on the state of the

church this day delivered ; and that he be re-

quested to furnish a copy thereof for insertion

m the journal.

The said address is in the following words :

Brkthren,—The narrative of my episcopal

tour, in consequence of its recurrence every
year, would cease to enlist your feelings or to

command your attention, were it not for that

view of the church which it affords you. Every
circumstance which lias the least bearing upon
her interest, I am convinced, must be important

in your estimation ; and as I perceive in the

laity of our communion such a devotion to her

cause, as I perceive in them a disposition to

rescue her from oblivion, and to raise her from
the dust, my bosom is inspired with confidence,

and I am encouraged to proceed in the history

of my official proceedings.

Immediately upon the adjournment of the

last Convention I visited Alexandria, preached

in both the churches in that city, admitted to

the order of deacon Mr. John Bryan and Mr.
Keiih, and to the priesthood the Rev. William

Steel, of the county of Prince William. After

my return, in July, from the General Conven-

tion, I visited the county of Chesterfield, and

preached to an attentive auditory in Falling

Creek church. Hanover formed the next ob-

ject of my attention, in which county I preached

in three of the churches belonging t(> our com-
munion, and in one meeting-house erected upon

a general plan. I administered the rite of con-

firmation in that district of the diocess to a

small number of our members, and witnessed,

with infinite pleasure, that devotion to the in-

terest of our communion for which that section

of the church is so peculiarly, so highly distin-

guished. When I mention the warm devotion

of that congregation to the church, I would not

be understood to embrace in the expression tlie

most distant idea of religious bigotry. They
entertain and express a tenderness for all the

sincere worshippers of God ; but, bred in our

bosom, instructed in our principles, and well-

informed upon every point connected with vital

piety, they have united in a determination to

rally around the altar of their fathers ; and, by

such exertions as will reflect honour upon their

venerable families and names to the latest pos-

terity, they have justified their claim to my
gratitude and respect.

In the month of September, I embarked in a

journey to some of the more distant counties.

In Nelson I preached a funeral sermon to a

large and deeply impressed auditory, on the

occasion of the death of the venerable mother

of Judge Cabell. She died as she had lived,

an ornament to the Episcopal Church of Vir-

ginia : her memory is embalmed by the tears,

not only of her children and descendants, but

of all who were favoured with iier acquaintance.

I then crossed James river, into the county of

Campbell, and preached twice on Sunday in the

Methodist Church, and on Monday evening in

the Presbyterian Church, in Lynchburg. The

weather being very rainy, congregations were

comparatively small, but serious and devout. I

then visited New-J>ondon, and officiated in the

church near that place to a numerous assembly,

whose sensibility to the truths of religion

warmed my heart, and convinced me of their

piety and zeal. From New-London I proceeded

to Mecklenburg, and consecrated a new church
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erected by the parishioners of the Rev. Mr.

Ravenscroft. In that place, brethren, in which

the church was thought to be extinct, the friends

of our communion have awakened from their

slumbers : aided by the exertions of their faith-

ful and laborious minister, they have raised a

temple sacred to the living God. May that

Saviour whom they worship with so much ar-

dour and sincerity of heart, accept their sacri-

fice and remember them for good.

From Mecklenburg I proceeded to the county

of Brunswick, and preached to a very large as-

sembly. From thence I went to Dinwiddie,

and officiated in the church formerly occupied

by the Rev. Mr. Jarratt. As I approached the

sacred edifice, I viewed it with sensations of no

common description. When I entered its walls,

I felt that I was treading on holy ground ; and

such was my impression of mind, that I could

not forbear from supplicating Heaven for the

mantle of that estimable, that holy man of God.
May Jehovah in inercy grant, that my brethren

of the clergy who now hear me may imitate

his bright example ; unawed by the world, may
they live as he did, and leave the minds of their

people as deeply impressed with their piety as

the minds of Mr. Jarratt's parishioners are with

his. I next visited Petersburg, and preached

in that place to a small but respectable auditory.

Having remained in my own parish a few
weeks, I made an excursion into the eastern

part of the diocess. I commenced my labours in

Gloucester county to a small and attentive au-

dience. I then visited Matthews county, and
performed the last funeral solemnities for the

Rev. Mr. Smith. That gentleman continued
his labours until he was arrested by the disease

which terminated his life ; and it is with pleas-

ure I mention, that his parishioners spoke of him
with the greatest tenderness and respect. He
has left a widow and children behind him, who
are settled in great comfort, and deservedly

enjoy the confidence and regard of all who
know them.

From Matthews I went to Urbanna, and
preached upon a Sabbath to a very large and
deeply impressed auditory. I then repaired to

Rajjpahannock, and ofliciated in that place with
great satisfaction to my own mind, and, I trust,

some benefit to those who heard me. The con-

gregation was very res])ectable, and many of

them appeared to be deeply pious. From
thence I went to the church in the county of
Essex, and was amply repaid for my labours by
the devout attention of a worshipping people.

I then bent my course to Port Royal, where I

officiated to a large and attentive congregation.

In that place I have always been delighted with
the behaviour of the inhabitants during divine

worship ; and from the representations made to

me, I indulge a hope that it will not be long
before they will unite in support of a clergyman.
From Port Royal I repaired to King George
county ; and, although the court was sitting at

the time, the judges benevolently accommodated
me with an opportunity of preaching to the people.

I then went to Fredericksburg, in order to

admit the Rev. Mr. M'Guire to the priesthood.

In that place I preached, as usual, to a very

large congregation—a congregation who know
and who love the truth.

In the month of March I visited the church
of Norfolk, preached twice to large and respect-

able congregations, and administered the rite

of confirmation to a considerable number. The
church of Norfolk is in a very flourishing con-

dition : their worthy pastor, the Rev. Mr. Low,
stands high in the estimation of his parishioners,

and labours in the gospel with great fidelity.

On my way to this Convention I passed a few
days in Alexandria, in which city I preached
three times ; twice in Christ Church, and once
in St. Paul's. St. Paul's, brethren, is a new
building, and was consecrated to the service of

God the last Sabbath. It is an edifice honoura-

ble to the congregation, an orr«ment to the

town, and reflects the greatest credit upon the

labours of its worthy pastor, the Rev. Mr. Wil-
mer. After the consecration service was con-

cluded, I held a confirmation at the church, and
imposed my hands and invoked the blessings of

God upon eighty-eight persons, belonging to the

two churches in that city. In Alexandria the

church is rapidly advancing in numbers and in

piety. The congregations are overflowing, and
listen with the greatest avidity to the truths of

the gospel.

In my own parish, brethren, it is my duty to

mention, that my people continue to me their

affectionate regard—the number of the commu-
nicants increase, and the congregation is very
respectable. I endeavour to secure the affec-

tions of my parishioners by a faithful attention

to my parochial duties ; and, in order to pro-

mote the interests of the church, I sometimes
lecture from one to three times in the week,
independent of my Sabbath exercises. If fidel-

ity to God, and to their eternal interests, will

secure me the blessing of Heaven, that blessing,

I trust, will be obtained.

Brethren, we have much to encourage us in

the prosecution of the important object in which
we are jointly engaged. Many of the laity of

this diocess discover an ardour in the cause of

religion and the church which is calculated to

inspire the minds of the clergy with the greatest

energy and hope. While we perceive in them
an animation so laudable, the clergy cannot de-

spair of success. United in love, we will ad-

vance in a solid column, fighting under the ban-

ner of the Lord Jesus Christ—the powers of

sin and darkness, I trust, will be vanquished,

the glory of God be promoted, our dilapidated

churches be rebuilt, and Zion rear her drooping
head.

To promote the cause of genuine religion is

our only object ; and as that object is legiti-

mate, it must succeed. We know of no ene-

mies but the enemies of our exalted Redeemer;
we stretch forth the right hand of fellowship to

all who in sincerity call upon the Lord Jesus

Christ ; we expect to meet in Heaven with

Christians of all denominations ; and, while we
labour in our department, we wish prosperity to

all the Saviour's friends. Yes, brethren, in

Heaven, distinctions will be done away—we
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shHll then be imbodied under one name— " the

i spirits of the just made perfect"—and in joyful

union we will unite with them and angels in

singing unto Him who loved us, and washed
us Irom our suis in his own blood ; unto Jesus,

the exalted, precious Jesus, be all honour and
glory ascribed for ever and ever. Amen.
A motion was made by the Rev. Mr. I.iOw,

That the Convention do come to the following

resolution :

—

Resolved, That the meeting of the next Con-
vention shall be in the borough of Norfolk.

On motion of the Hon. Hugh Nelson, the

resolution proposed was amended, by striking

out the words, " borough of Norfolk," and in-

serting in lieu thereof the words, " town of

Charlottesville."

And the said resolution, as amended, was, on
the question put thereupon, agreed to by the

Convention.

On motion, the amendment proposed by the

last Convention to the constitution for the gov-

ernment of the Protestant Episcopal Church of

Virginia, was taken up and considered—where-

upon, it was Resolved, That the said amend-
ment be agreed to, so that the meeting of the

nest Convention of the church of this diocess

shall be holdcn on the third Thursday in May
next. But it was farther proposed and agreed

to by the Convention, that a proposition be

made, to be ratified by the said next Convention,

and (prior to the meeting thereof) to be trans-

mitted by the secretary to the vestries of the

several parishes which have ratified the said

constitution, viz. ; that the said first article be

so amended, that the time of the Convention's

annual meeting shall thereafter be on the first

Thursday in June in each year.

The Convention proceeded to the election,

by ballot, of eight delegates, to represent the

church of this diocess in the next General Con-
vention, to be holden at Philadelphia ; where-

upon the Rev. William H. Wilmer, John S.

Ravenscroft, William Meade, George Lemon,
Mr. Hugh Nelson, Mr. Edmund J. Lee, Mr.

Philip Nelson, and Mr. Charles F. Mercer,

were duly elected.

On motion of the Rev. William Meade, Re-

solved, unanimously. That the thanks of this

Convention be presented to the secretary for

his zealous and disinterested services.

The bishop retired, being compelled to leave

the Convention by urgent pastoral duties

;

whereupon Mr. Charles F. Mercer was re-

quested to take the chair as president pro

tempore.

On motion of the Rev. George Lemon, the

report of the committee to whom the parochial

reports were referred was taken up, and ordered

to be inserted in the journal, as follows :

—

The committee on the subject of the parochial

reports beg leave to present the following con-

densed statement of the reports that have been
submitted to them.

In the congregation at the church in Winches-
ter, Frederick parish, divine service is tolerably

well attended, and generally performed with de-

votioo and decency. Number of communicants

between 30 and 40—of baptisms 21—of marriages
3—and of funerals C.

The church of SJt. Stephen's, Culpepper, is still

without a numstcr, though every c.\ertion has
been made by the vestry to obtain one, but hitherto
without success.

Since the meeting of the last Convention, a
neat and commodious church has been erected on
the North Mountain, in Norborne ])arish—the
congregation and communicants have increased.
Communicants 90—baptisms 10—funerals 5—marT
riages 3.

In St. James's Church, Shelburne parish, Lees-
burg—baptisms 22—communicants 42—funerals
2—marriages 3.

An Ei)iscopal Female Society for the promo-
tion of Christian Knowledge has been here estab.
lished.

The report from Fredericksville parish, Albe-
marle, is favourable. The sacrament has not been
administered since the settlement there of a min-
ister ; who, as yet, has only received deacon's
orders. Baptisms 5—funerals 3.

The congregations of Hamilton parish, Fau-
quier, continue numerous and attentive, and, it is

hoped, the spirit of true religion is increasing
among them. The church is not yet finished, but
some measures have been lately taken to forward
that purpose.
The report from St. Paul's parish, King George

county, states, that religion is in a more pros-
perous state than it has been for several years,
and that the congregations are as large as the
house at present used for divine service will admit
of.

Since October last, baptisms 32—marriages 3-^
deaths 4.

In Staunton, the members of the church are
few ; at Jennings's Branch, the congregations are
respectable ; and in Nelson the prospect is flatter-

ing ; marriages 39—bapti.sms 39.

I.i Dumfries Church, Dettingen' parish, Prince
William county, communicants 30—baptisms 13
—deaths 8.

Aquia Church, Overwharton parish, Stafford,

communicants 16—baptisms 4— 1 death.

In St. .Martin's parish, m the counties of Han^
over and Louisa—the connexion between the ves-

try and their late rector, the Rev. John Philips,

has lately ceased.
The vestry are zealous and anxious for the in-

troduction of another minister, believing that a
pious and diligent labourer in our Lord's vineyard
would there meet with a cordial reception and a
comfortable support. Communicants about 30.

The rejjort from St. James's parish, Mecklen-
burg county, states, that the expectation held out
in the last year's report has been realized. The
church there begun has been finished, and conse-
crated by the Right Rev. Richard C. Moore, and
regularly occupied on alternate Sundays since.

The service is well attended, and an increasing

interest therein is felt and manifested, and the

nmnber of members and communicants has in-

creased. Communicants 18. In the lower part

of the parish, little or no interest is taken in the

cause, except by a few who are members and com-
municants—10 in all. No increase in the past

year.

Baptisms 56—44 of them black, eleven white

children, and 1 adult, white— 4 marriages and 6

funerals. Whole number of communicants in the

parish 28.

Church on Richmond Hill. The congregation

is in a flourishing state. The old church being

inadequate to the accommodation of all its mem-
bers, they have, witto the past year, determined
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upon the erection of a spacious and handsonie

brick church, which has been commenced, and is

going on with every prospect of complete success.

Communicants about 30.

In Christ Church, Berkeley county, no change

has taken place indicative of a revival since the last

year's report. The regular attendance, however,

of the members on the public worship of God,

and their orderly deportment while there, encour-

age the hope that the diligent use of those means
which God, in his word, has promised to bless and

make etiectual in bringing the people out of dark-

ness into light, and from the bondage of sin and

Satan into the glorious liberty of the children of

God, will be at last successful.

Two members added at the last communion :—

whole number of communicants 33—baptisms 50

—catechumens 35—1 marriage— 1 death.

Parish of St. Andrews. Communicants 150

—

baptisms 153—funerals (not before reported) 27—
marriages (not before reported) 13.

A religious library has been established in each

of the principal congregations of the parish, the

benefits of which are extended to the catechumens

and the poor. Baptisms, 1 adult, 10 children, by

the minister of this parish, in vacant parishes

where no register is kept.

The church in Fredericksburg is still in a

flourishing state, increasing in numbers and piety.

In the parish of St. Mark, Culpepper county,

there are 42 communicants; and, since the last

Convention, 39 baptisms, 5 marriages, and 8 fu-

nerals.

In Norfolk, the church is in a flourishing con-

dition. The number of those who attend on its

public services is very large, and the body of its

members characterized by very encouraging ap-

pearances of religious life. Communicants about
130—baptisms C7—marriages 27.

The Monumental Church is in the same state

as formerly,—communicants increasing. The
chapel in the county of Frederick is in the same

state as formerly, and another church in that

county nearly completed.

The churches in Alexandria continue in a flour-

ishing condition ; since the last Convention, a large

and commodious edifice has been erected and
consecrated to the public service of God, in place

of the old St. Paul's Church, which had been
sold. The number of communicants is increasing,

and it is hoped that there is a correspondent im-
provement in the piety of its members, and in their

attachment to the principles of the church.

Beckford parish, Shenandoah county. The
church in this parish has many sincere lovers,

who are not only able, but willing, to aid in reviving

the celebration of its ordinances among them. At
present, they are destitute of a pastor. Could one
l)e procured, they would most cheerfully support
him. In one part of the parish it has lately been
proposed to erect a brick church, and there is no
doubt of its being erected in the course of a short
time. This parish earnestly requests the Rev.
clergy to assist them as frequently as convenient,
and entreats the bishop to send them a pastor as
speedily as possible, pledging themselves to pro-
vide for his comfortable support.

George Lemon,
Chairman of the Committee.

On motion of the Rev. Benjamin Allen,

Resolved, That one thousand copies of the

Journal of this Convention be printed ; and
that the same be distributed by the secretary,

under the superintendence of the bishop.

No farther business being before it, on mc^
tion, the Convention adjourned, to meet at Char-
lottesville, in the county of Albemarle, on the

third Thursday in May next.

Richard Channing Moore,
Bishop of the Protestant Episcopal

Church of Virginia.

Attest, William Munford, Secretary.

Journal of the Proceedings of a Convention of the Protestant Episcopal Church of Virginia^

which assembled at Petersburg, on Thursday, the IZlh of May, 1819.

Washington, for St. Paul's Church, Alexan-

dria ; Grandison Aisquith, for Christ Church,

Alexandria ; Strother M. Helm, for Norborne
parish, Berkeley ; Norman Nash, for Hampshire
county ; George M. Carrington, for Richmond
Hill Church, Henrico parish ; Needham L.

Washington, for St. Paul's parish. King George
;

John Gray, for St. George's parish, Fredericks-

burg.

The following clerical deputies appeared and
took their scats in this Convention, viz. :

—

The Rev. W. H. Wilmer, St. Paul's Church,
Alexandria ; the Rev. Andrew Syine, Bristol

parish, Petersburg; the Rev. Oliver Norris,

Christ Church, Alexandria ; the Rev. J. S. Ra-
venscroft, St. James's parish, Mecklenburg

;

the Rev. John Dunn, Shelburnc parish, Loudoun;
the Rev. Jolin L. Bryan, Christ Church, Nor-
borne parish, Berkeley county ; the Rev. Ben-
jamin Allen, St. Andrew's parish, Jefferson

;

the Rev. Edward C. M'Guire, St. George's

parish, Fredericksburg ; the Rev. Thomas G.

Allen, Dettingen parish, Dumfries ; the Rev.

William H. Hart, church on Richmond Hill,

Henrico parish; the Rev. Enoch M. Lowe,

1
Norborne parish, Berkeley ; the Rev. William

The Convention met, and was opened with

divine service, and a sermon by the Rev. Enoch
M. Lowe.
The Right Rev. Bishop Moore took the chair

as president of the Convention.

A committee, consisting of the Rev. John S.

Ravenscroft, Mr. Philip Nelson, and Mr. Will-

iam Mayo, were appointed to examine the cer-

tificates of appointments of the lay deputies
;

whereupon the following gentlemen, being pres-

ent, were reported to have been duly chosen,

conformably with the canons of the Protestant

Eiiisco))al Church of Virginia, viz. :

—

Robert Page, for the church in Winchester
;

Philip Nelson, for Frederick parish ; John
Thorn, for St. Mark's Church, Culpepper

;

John Nelson, jr., for St. James's parish, Meck-
lenburg ; William Mayo, for the Monumental
( 'hurch in the city of Richmond ; Nathaniel

Craighill, for St. Andrew's jiarish, Jefferson

county ; Carter Berkeley, for St. Martin's par-

ish, Hanover ; Robert Raiidol|ih, for Hamilion
parish, Fauquier ; Sylvester Nash, for Christ

Church, Norborne parish ; Josias Clajihain, for

Shelburne ])arish, Loudoun county ; John Cram-
mer, for Bristol parish, Petersburg ; George F.
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Steel, Dettingen and Leeds parishes, Prince
William county ; tiie Rev. S. Wydown, St.
Martin's parish, Hanover county.

Ordered, That the Rev. William H. Wilmer,
the Rev. John Dunn, the Rev. John S. Ravens-
croft, Mr. Robert Randolph, Ur. Carter Berke-
ley, and Mr. William Mayo, be a committee to

take into consideration the state of the church in

this diocess, and report thereupon lo this Con-
vention.

Ordered, That the Rev. Oliver Norris, the
Rev. William H. Hart, the Rev. Edward C.
M'Guire, Mr. Needham L. Washington, and
Mr. John Nelson, jr., be a committee to examine
the parochial reports.

Ordered, That Mr. Robert Page, Mr. George
F. Washmgton, and Mr. John Thorn, be a
committee to examine the treasurer's accounts.

Ordered, That Mr. Phili]) Nelson, Mr. John
Grammer, and Mr. John Gray, be a committee
to examine the accounts of the treasurer of " the
Common Prayer-Book and Tract Society for

the Diocess of Virginia."

On motion of Mr. Philip Nelson,
Resolved, unanimously. That the Rev. Enoch

M. Lowe be requested to accept the thanks of
this Convention, for his evangelical and appro-
priate sermon delivered this morning.
On motion of the Rev. John S. Ravenscroft,
Resolved, That the reading of the canons of

this church at present be dispensed with.

The journal of the proceedings of the standing
committee during the last year was read by
the secretary, together with the rules for regu-
lating the proceedings of the Conventions of
this diocess.

A report from the managers of " the Prayer-
Book and Tract Society of the Diocess of Vir-
ginia" was presented by Mr. Wilmer, and read,

as follows :

—

The managers of " the Prayer-Book and Tract
Society of the Diocess of Virgmia," in obedience
to the rule of the Convention, beg leave to make a
report of their proceedings.
Smce the formation of the society, it appears,

that abont six hundred prayer-books, five hundred
Expositions of the Catechism by Lewis, and fif-

teen thousand tracts, have been distributed. Some
of the prayer-books and catechisms have been sold
on a profit, and the proceeds thereof have been ap-
plied to the credit of the society. There are now
on hand 120 prayer-books of the smaller size, 18
of the larger, 500 of the Expositions of the Cate-
chism, and one thousand of the catechism with-
out comment. There remains in the hands ofthe
treasurer the sum of seventy-one dollars and nine
cents, as per account herewith rendered to the
Convention. For this balance responsibilities
have been incurred, on account of tracts now in
the press. Arrangements have been made for
printing, which promise hereafter a more regular
and uninterrupted supply of tracts than we have
hitherto been able to obtain; and the difficulty
which has presented itself in regard to the means
of transmitting the tracts to the various parts of
the state, we hope to remove, by fonning a depot
at each of the places, Norfolk, Richmond, Fred-
ericksburg, and Winchester; at each of which it

is proposed to appoint an agent for receiving and
distributing them.
The managers felicitate themselves, that al-

I

though the operations of the society have been re-
tarded more than perhaps might reasonably have
been expected, yet, that some good has already
been done, and they hope and believe that the ar-

rangements which they have now succeeded in
making, will hereafter give more promptitude and
elFicacy to their exertions. They therefore feel

encouraged to call upon the friends of religion and
the church to aid them m carr)ing into effect the
important and benevolent objects of the institu-
tion.

W. H. Wilmer, Chairman.
And then the Convention adjourned until to-

morrow morning, 9 o'clock.

Friday, May 11, 1819.

The Convention met according to adjourn-
ment, and was opened with prayer by the bishop.

Mr. Robert Page, from the committee for ex-
amining the treasurer's accounts, presented a
report, which was read, as follows :

—

We, the undersigned committee appointed to

examine the treasurer's accounts, report. That
we have discharged that duty, and find the ac-
counts fair and correct ; and that the balance in

the hands of the treasurer at the meeting of the
present Convention, was four hundred and eigh-

teen dollars and sixty-eight cents ; all which
will appear by the accompanying accounts and
documents, which are respect^fully submitted.

Robert Page,
Geo. F. Washington,
John Thom.

William Munford, Treasurer of the Prolcstant

Episcopal Church of Virginia, in account with
said Church, Dr.

1818, May 20.

To balance due by settlement.

To cash received for contributions from
the parishes for the year 1818, as
follows ;

—

Of Christ Church, Alexandria, by Ed-
mund L Lee, . - . .

St. Andrew's Parish, by Abraham
Shepherd, ....

Shelburne Parish, by the Rev. John
Dunn,

Aquia Church, by William H. Fitz-

hugh,

Frederick Parish, by Philip Nelson,
do. by the Rev. Alexander Balmain,

Fredericksville Parish, Albemarle, by
Hugh Nelson, ....

Hamilton Parish, by Edward Digges,
St. Stephen's Church, Culpepper, by

Isaac Winston, jr., -

Christ Church, Norbome Parish, by
Joel Ward, ....

St. Martin's Parish, Hanover, by Car-
ter Berkeley, ....

St. James's Parish, Mecklenburg, by
John Nelson, jr.,

Dettingon Parish, by Lewis Berkeley,

St. Paul's Parish, King George
County, by Needham L. Wash-
ington,

$88 87

30 00
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30 00

30 00

30 00

30 00

:b

Amount brought forward, 8473 87

Of Henrico Parish, sent by the Rev.

Mr. Hart,

Norborne Parish, Berkeley, by James

Walker,
Christ Church, Norfolk, by Francis

I. Wiatt,

St. George's Parish, Fredericksburg,

by Robert Lewis, . . -

St. Paul's Church, Alexandria, by

the Rev. William H. Wilmer, $30
Deducting S. Snowden's ac- !> 24 00

count for printing, &c., - 6

Bristol Parish, Petersburg, by the

Rev. John S. Ravenscroft, -

Dumfries Church, Dettingen Parish,

by Thomas G. Allen,

St. Anne's Parish, Essex, by Robert

Lewis, . - - - -

St. Mark's Parish, Culpepper, by Will

iam Broadus, . - - -

Monumental Church in the city of

Richmond, by Bishop Moore,

Beckford Parish, Shenandoah, by

Benjamin Blackford, - - -

1818, August 16.

Of Dettingen Parish, by hands of

Bishop Moore, - - - -

Accomack County, by do..

30 00

14 00

30 00

30 00

30 00

30 00

30 00
30 00

$841 87

May 13, 1819.—To balance due, §418 68

1818, May. Cr.

By cash paid for Bishop Moore, at Oc-

coquan, - - - - -

" do. paid the Rev. William H. Wil-

mer, stage-hire for do. on way to

Winchester,

June 11.

By printing account jiaid Thomas
Ritchie, editor of the Richmond En-

quirer,------
June 13.

By cash paid Lewis Armistead, hack-

driver, on account of Bishop Moore's

episcopal visitations, . - -

June 16.

By printing account, paid Ritchie, True-

heart and Du-Vai, - - - -

July 11.

By hack-hire pnid Lewis Armistead, on

account of Bishop Moore's episco-

pal visitations, . - - -

August 16.

By cash paid Bishop Moore on same
account, - . - - -

October 13.

By hack-hire paid Lewis Armistead, on

same account, . . . .

October 26.

By cash paid Bishop Moore on same
account, . - . . .

" cash paid Bishop Moore on same
account, - . . .

Amount carried forward,

$1 00

7 00

2 25

124
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Amount brought forward, $

mittee in the Farmers' Bank of Al-

exandria ;

—

1818, Dec. 7.

3 Shares, at $52, - - $156 00
1819, Feb. 17.

1 Share, at do., - - 52 00
April 8.

4 Shares, at $50, - - 200 00

359 85

40S 00

Balance in hand. $551 85

I have about three hundred dollars yet to col-

lect from subscribers for the above purpose, and
which I would have collected l)efore this, but for

my being unable for a long time to attend to

any busmess. Eumund J. Lee.

May lOth, 1819.

A donation of one hundred dollars to the said

fund was this day presented by Mrs. Jarratt,

widow of the Rev. Devereaux Jarratt, deceased
;

whereupon,
Resolved, unanimously, That the thanks of

this Convention be given to Mrs. J.4RR.4.tt, the

relict of the late Rev. Devereaux Jarratt, for

the very liberal donation of one hundred dollars,

which she has made to the episcopal fund ; and

that the secretary of the Convention be request-

ed to transmit to Mrs. Jarratt a copy of this reso-

lution, and to assure her of the high sense en-

tertained by the Convention of this obligation,

endeared as it is by the munificence of the

donor, and by the recollection of the virtues of

her late husband.

Mr. Philip Nelson, from the committee for

examining the accounts of the treasurer of the

Common Prayer-Book and Tract Society, pre-

sented a report and statement, which were read,

as follows :

—

We, the committee appointed to examine the

accounts of the treasurer of the Prayer-Book

and Tract Society of the Diocess of Virginia,

have examined the account, and find the balance

due by the treasurer seventy-one dollars and

nine cents. Philip Nelson,
J. Grammer,

May Uth, 1819. John Gray.

A motion was made by the Rev. Benjamin

Allen, that the Convention agree to the follow-

ing resolution :

—

Resolved, That the managers of the Com-
mon Prayer-Book and Tract Society be autho-

rized to receive and apply any funds committed

to them for the promotion of Christian knowl-

edge generally.

On motion of Mr. William Mayo,
Ordered, That the said proposed resolution

be referred to a select committee.

And a committee was appointed of the Rev.

Samuel Wydown, the Rev. William Steel, the

Rev. Benjamin Allen, and Mr. Philip Nelson.

In conformity with the lOlh article of the

constitution for the government of this diocess,

the Convention proceeded to the election of a

standing committee, by ballot ; whereupon the

Rev. William H. Wilmer, the Rev. Oliver

Norris, the Rev. John Dunn, the Hon. Bushrod
Washington, Edmund J. Lee, and George Tay-
lor, Esqrs., were duly elected.

On motion, the Convention also proceeded to

the election, by ballot, of eight delegates to rep-

resent this diocess in the next General Conven-
tion ; whereupon the Rev. William H. Wil-
mer, the Rev. John S. Ravenscroft, the Rev.
\^'illiam Meade, the Rev. George Lemon, the
Hon. Bushrod Washington, Edmund J. Lee,
Charles F. Mercer, and Philip Nelson, Esqrs.,

were duly elected.

And then the Convention adjourned until to-

morrow morning, 9 o'clock.

Saturday, May 15, 1819.

The Convention met according to adjourn-

ment, and was opened with prayer by the bishop.

Mr. John Moncure, a lay deputy for Aquia
Church, in Overwharton parish, Slafibrd county,

produced a certificate of his ajjpointment in con-

formity with the canons, and took his seat in

the Convention.

The Rev. Benjamin Allen, from the commit-
tee to which the resolution oflcred by him for

the promotion of Christian knowledge was
referred, j)resentcd the following resolutions in

lieu thereof; which, being twice read, were, on
questions severally put thereupon, agreed to by
the Convention, viz. :

—

Resolved, That it is inexpedient to connect a

missionary fund with any other.

Resolved, That it be recommended to the

friends of the church immediately to organize

themselves into a missionary society for the

benefit of vacant parishes ; of which society the

bishop of the diocess shall be ez-cj^cw president.

The Rev. John S. Ravenscroft, from the

committee on the state of the church, presented

a report, which was read, as follows :

—

The committee to whom was referred the state

of the church, have, according to order, had the
same under their consideration, and beg leave to

submit the following resolutions :

—

Whereas it was recommended at the last Gen-
eral Convention, that the sense of the different

State Conventions should be taken, and reported
to the ensuing General Convention, on certain

amendments to the constitution of the church ia

these United States—one of which relates to the
second article of the constitution as now estab-

hshed. and is in the following words, viz. :

—

" To strike out from the beginning of the second
article to the end of the first period, which termi-

nates with the word ' Convention,' and to insert,

in lien thereof, the following provisions :—Every
state or territory of the United States may be

made to constitute, of itself, or in union with the

whole or certain portions of any other state or

territory, one diocess, or be divided into two or

more diocesses by the General Convention, with

the consent of the local ecclesiastical authority or

authorities affected thereby. Each diocess shall

be entitled to a representation of the clergy and

laity, to consist of deputies chosen in such man-

ner as the Convention of the diocess may pre-

scribe ; the number of clerical deputies of each

diocess to be in the proportion of one deputy for

every five ministers resident, and the number of

lay deputies, of one for every ten congregations

organized therein; provided that every diocess

shall be entitled to at least two clerical and two
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lay deputies, and that no diocess shall be entitled

to more than twelve clerical and eight lay depu-

ties in the General Convention. In all questions

submitted to the house of clerical and lay dejiu-

ties, the decision thereupon, if required by the

representation of any diocess, shall be by orders
;

each order having one vote expressed by a majori-

ty of the voices therein, and the concurrence of

both orders shall be necessary in such case to

constitute the vote of the house."

And your committee being of opinion that no
beneficial result would be obtaineci either to the

general or particular interests of the church by

agreeing to the said proposed amendment, but,

on the contrary, that much injury would be sus-

tained in various ways, particularly by the ten-

dency which the proposed amendment has to ex-

cite jealousy among the different diocesses and
branches of the church ;

—

Therefore, he it Resolved by the Convention of this

diocess, That it is inexpedient to agree to the

said amendment of the second article of the con-

stitution of the church as now established.

And whereas it was also recommended by the

last General Convention that an alteration should
be made in the first article of the constitution of

the general church, which amendment is in the fol-

lowing words, viz. :

—

" Resolved, That it is expedient to alter the

first article of the constitution of this church, so

far as it fixes the time of the meeting of the Gen-
eral Convention thereof, by striking out the words—

' third Tuesday in May, in the year of our
Lord 1808, and on the third Tuesday in May ;'

and inserting, instead thereof, the words, 'first

Tuesday in October, in the year of ovr Lord 1823,
and on the first Tuesday in October.^

"

And your committee being of opinion that it

will be advantageous to the interests of the
church that the same be adopted : therefore,

Be it Resolved by the Cmivention of this diocess,

That the proposed amendment of the first article

of the constitution of the general church be con-
curred in.

Your committee have also had under their con-
sideration an amendment, proposed at the last

tlonvention of tliis diocess, in the constitution of
the church in this state, by which the time of

meeting of the Conventions shall hereafter be on
the first Thursday in June of each year, instead

of the third Thursday in May.—And, being of
opinion that the proposed change would very con-
siderably increase tlie inconvenience which the

lay delegates already have to encounter in leav-

ing their homes at a busy season of the year,

therefore.

Be it Resolved by this Convention, That it is in-

expedient to agree to the said proposed amend-
ment or alteration of the constitution of the
church in this diocess.

Ail which is respectfully submitted.

The said resolutions being twice read, were,

on questions severally put thereupon, agreed to

by the house.

The Convention then attended divine service

by the Key. Samuel Wydown, and a sermon by

the Kcv. William H. Hart ; after which the

session was resumed.
The Right Key. Bishop Moore delivered to

the Convention his address on the state of the

church ; which being heard,

Resolved, unanimously, That the thanks of

this (,'onventioii be presented to the Right Rev.
KiciiAUD CiiANNiNG MooKE, D. D., for his af-

fectionate and appropriate past,c)r^ address, and

that he be requested to furnish a copy thereof

for insertion in the Journal.

The said address is in the following words :

—

Brethren,—To effect great and important

objects, great and continued exertion is required.

Difficulties must not be permitted to paralyze

our efforts, nor to unnerve our arm. The mind,

fixed upon a legitimate point, must put forth all

its energies in the attainment of the contempla-

ted design. To press forward towards the

mark, and to persevere with firmness, can alone

secure to us success, and effect the comjiJetion

of that hallowed object in which we have enga-

ged,—the resuscitation of the church of our

fathers.

When travelling through this extensive dio-

cess, fatigued with labours peculiar to the

station which I occupy, my spirits are always

revived by recurring to that noble principle

which forms the soul of this Convention, and

which animates the bosom of each individual

member. It is to raise our Zion from the dust,

to build up her prostrated altars, and to furnish

the people of our communion with the bread of

life, that we are labouring. Jehovah from his

throne of mercy looks down with approbation,

and whispers to our hearts, " Well done, good
and faithful servants."

When the ruins of our desolated temples

meet my eye, and the religious privations of the

people are presented to my view, my soul is

overwhelmed with those reflections peculiar to

the case. Considering the enemy of mankind
as the origin of the desolation and distress which
I behold, a new impetus is communicated
to my mind ! The cross of the Lord Jesus

Christ is presented to my view, and " lo ! I am
with you always," revives my heart, and impels

me to renewed exertion. To labour in the

vineyard of the crucified Saviour, has formed
my chief delight for the last thirty-two years of
my life ; and though the power of doing good
is in a degree abridged by an increase of years,

still my inclination is as great as it has ever
been ; and if I can add one stone to the sacred
edifice, and see the church of my fathers placed
upon that height to which the apostolic purity

of her doctrines entitles her, I shall commit my
head to the pillow of death with satisfaction,

and leave my best blessings to those who shall

survive me.
Were I to say, brethren, that I entertain the

least doubt of our ultimate success, I should
speak a language foreign to my heart. We are

not, it is to be remembered, entering within the

enclosures of other denominations, and interfe-

ring with them. We are absolutely seeking the

lost sheej) of our own fold. We are in pursuit

of those who have been baptized at the altars

we are appointed to guard, and who are desti-

tute of spiritual food.

When I look around me, and with an anxious

solicitude view those labourers engaged with

me in the work ; when I witness their zeal,

and listen to the sacred truths they deliver
;

when I hear the name of Jesus and the

triumphs of redeeming grace proclaimed by

youthful lips ; when I see the standard of ths
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cross erected in eve-ry pulpit ; when I hear the

Redeemer proclaimed as the Lord our righte-

ousness, the only hope of the believer ; when I

see the ministers of the church leading their

flocks to the Saviour, as " the way, and the

truth, and the life ;" when I behold those who
have been set apart to the sacred ministry by

the imposition of my hands, treading in the

steps of Hall, Davenant, and Hooker ; conduct-

ing their fellow-mortals, not to Socrates and
Seneca for relief, but to that fountain which
was opened on Calvary for the salvation of a

ruined world ;—the wilderness and solitary

places of the church appear stripped of their

weeds, and are presented to my enraptured

view in all the verdure of primitive times.

Brethren, we have much cause of gratitude

to God for the mercies conferred upon us ; and

though all has not been done that we could

have wished, still, enough has been effected to

convince us that the Lord is with us, and that

Jehovah smiles upon our efl'orts.

After leaving the Convention in Winchester
last May, in which place I confirmed a goodly

number, and ordained two priests and one dea-

con, I repaired to the congregation at Bunker's

Hill, at which place I consecrated a new stone

church to the service of Almighty God, preach-

ed to a devout and pious people, and confirmed

thirty-five persons. I then visited Martinsburg,

at which place I preached twice on the Sab-

bath, to a respectable and attentive auditory,

and confirmed fourteen. After discharging my
duties in Martinsburg, I visited the North

Mountain, where I proclaimed the truths of the

gospel to a large and attentive assembly, conse-

crated a new and beautiful church, and confirm-

ed fifteen.

From the North Mountain I went to Shep-

herdstown, at which place I preached to a large

auditory, and confirmed fifty. From thence I

went to Charlestown, in Jefferson county, open-

ed a 7iew and elegant church, and confirmed

twenty-five. From Charlestown I repaired to

the chapel in Frederick county, and preached to

a pious and devout assembly. After completing

the object of my visit beyond the Blue Ridge, I

crossed into the county of Loudoun, and visited

the parish under the care of Mr. Dunn, preach-

ed twice on the Sabbath, and once on Monday,

to large and attentive congregations, and con-

firmed twelve. From Loudoun I repaired to

Prince William, and preached at Haymarket.

From thence I went to Fauquier, consecrated a

new church, delivered a discourse adapted to the

occasion, and assisted in the administration of

the Lord's Supper. From Fauquier I passed

into Culpepper, and preached to a large con-

gregation. From Culpepper I went to Orange,

and preached on the Sabbath to a large and at-

tentive assembly. From Orange I went to Al-

bemarle, but, as some mistake had taken place

relative to my appointment, I was not presented

with an opportunity of officiating. Having thus

finished my spring tour, I returned to Richmond.

Remaining at home a fortnight, I again left

my parish the last of June, on a visit to some

of the lower counties. In New Kent I preach-

ed to an attentive congregation, in the old parish

church of St. Peter's. I then repaired to York-
town, and olliciated in the courthouse, and on
the subsequent Sabbath preached in the church
in Williamsburg, administered the I^ord's Sup-
per to the people, and then returned iiome.

The claims of Hanover to my pastoral atten-

tion summoned me into that county, in which
district I preached, in the course of the week,
in four places of public worship, and lectured at

Doctor Carter Berkeley's. My visit to that

parish was again repeated after a little time,

when I administered the Lord's Supper, and
preached, as usual, to a pious and attentive con-

gregation at the F'ork Church. The state of

that parish, composed of individuals endeared to

me by a thousand tender considerations, ia-

duced me to visit it a third time, when I preach-

ed in two of the churches, administered the

Lord's Supper, and lectured at Mr. Francis

Nelson's.

The last autumn, I left Richmond on a tour

to the northern section of the diocess, preached

in Fredericksburg in the evening, and continued

my journey as far as Alexandria. Ii; that city

I preached five times in three days, to over-

flowing, pious congregations. From Alexandria

I passed into Prince William, consecrated a new
church, preached to a pious people, and admin-

istered the Lord's Supper. From Prince Will-

iam I again repaired to Fredericksburg, at

which place I preached twice, and assisted Mr.

M'Guire in the administration of the Lord's

Supper. From thence I went to Port Royal,

where I also officiated, and then returned to

Richmond. In addition to the duties above

specified, I have visited Chesterfield several

times—preached once in the church of Falling

Creek, and also upon two funeral occasions.

In the month of November I visited Norfolk,

in which place I delivered an ordination sermon,

and admitted to the holy order of priest the

Rev. Mr. Avery, of Edenton, North Carolina.

From Norfolk I went to the eastern shore of

Virginia, preached in three different places in

the county of Accomack, and administered the

Lord's Supper to a deeply impressed congrega-

tion. From Accomack I proceeded to North-

ampton, in which county I preached to a large

and attentive assembly. The congregation in

Accomack have procured the services of the

Rev. Mr. Eastburn, and it is my duty to state,

that, from the devotional disposition of the peo-

ple, I have every reason to believe that the sit-

uation will secure to him the greatest comfort.

It will not be thought irrelevant, brethren, to

notice at this time my late excursion through

the diocess of North Carolina. The church in

that state is rising in all the vigour of youth. A
new edifice has been lately erected in Fayette-

ville, an ornament to the town, and a credit to

the exertion of its founders, which I consecrated

to the service of Almighty God. I confirmed

in that place sixty persons, and admitted the

liev. Mr. Shaw to the order of deacons. Among
the list of worthies who have exerted them-

selves in the building of the church in Fayette^

ville, I find the names of Cameron and Wips-'
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low, the sons of two of our deceased clergy.

May the spirit of their fathers continue to ani-

mate their bosoms, and may the children of

other ministers imitate their noble, their lauda-

ble example. Tlie church in Wilmington is

also in a prosperous condition. I preached in

that place to pious, crowded auditories, and con-

firmed one hundred and thirty-three persons.

Newbern is also rising in importance. The
congregation have determined to erect a new
church, upon the plan of that in Fayetteville. I

preached in Newbern five times in three days,

confirmed fifty-two persons, and administered

the Lord's Supper to a large body of pious

communicants. I visited Washington, Green-

ville, and Tarhorough, and preached several

times in each place.

Brethren, animated with the disposition of

doing good, let us renew this day, to God and
his church, our vows of fidelity. We have
pledged ourselves to exert every nerve in the

prosecution of the cause in which we have em-
barked, and let us redeem that pledge by an in-

defatigable attention to our duty. Let us con-

tinue to love one another. Let us pray for our

mutual success. Let us speak the same things,

and proclaim the same truths. Peace will then
be within our walls, and the blessing of the Al-

mighty will rest upon our labours. Going forth

in the strength of the Lord God, and making
mention of his righteousness, and his only, the

powers of darkness must yield to the force of

divine truth. The gospel will triumph over all

its enemies. The kingdom of the Messiah
must and will prevail, until the earth shall be
filled with the knowledge of God, as the waters
cover the sea. To assist in the accomplish-

ment of the divine promises, we have been
called to labour. Attired in the armour of the

gospel, God will be on our side, and will ren-

der our efforts successful. The members of our
churches will hold up our hands, and pray for

the advancement of the hallowed cause. " Who
is he that will harm you, if ye be followers of
that which is good V Brethren of the clergy
and laity, you carry with you my warmest
prayers and benediction. May Jehovah be your
portion, and underneath you may he place the
everlasting arms of his love.

The Rev. Oliver Norris, from the commit-
tee to whom the parochial reports were refer-

red, presented the following report ; which, be-
ing read, was approved by the Convention,
viz. :

—

The committee on the subject of the parochial
Reports beg leave to present the following con-
densed statement of the reports that have been
presented to them.
The church in Hampshire county begins to ex-

hibit some symptoms of revival. About ten con-
gregations have l)een formed since July last.

There are two churches nearly completed, and
breparations are making to repair an old one. The
Kev. Messrs. Allen and Bryan have visited these
Congregations, and baptized fifteen. A vestry have
been elected, and a number of persons are anxious
to receive the sacrament of the Lord's Supper
When an opportunity oilers.

Christ Church, Norbonie parieh, Berkeley coun-

ty. The Rev. John L. Bryan, rector. C'ommtl-
nicants fifty—baptisms, one adult, eighteen white
children and seven coloured—marriages five

—

catechumens thirty-five—funerals four. This
church has lately had times of refreshing from the
presence of the Lord. Many appear to be truly

penitent, and are inquiring what they shall do to

be saved, among whom are some of the young,
who, according to the counsel of Solomon, re-

member their Creator in the days of their youth. A
Sunday School has been established in tins parish,

which promises extensive usefulness to society;

Wickliife Church, Frederick county. This is

a new church, lately erected. The congregation
is just forming, and the prospects are flattering.

The report from St. Andrew's parish, Jefferson

county, states, 200 communicants, eigfity-eight

baptisms, six marriages, fifteen burials ; and the
collections made for the episcopal fund amount to

$100. As directed by the last Convention, the
rector of this parish, the Rev. Benjamin Allen, vis-

ited a vacant parish in Shenandoah county, and
made a collection for the episcopal fund. The
proceeds were left in the hands of one of the vestry

for the purpose of increasing it. The amount has
net been received. Sunday Schools have been
established throughout the parish, and have pro-

ved extensively useful.

St. James's Church,Leesburg, Shelburne parish.

Baptisms twelve, and one adult—communicants
forty-three, one added—marriages three—burials

two—collection for the episcopal fund $67 67.

Dettingen and Leed's parishes. Prince William
county. A new church has been built and con-

secrated. Communicants twenty-six—baptisms
thirty, and ten blacks—marriages ten. Prayer-
books are getting into general use, and a confident
hope is entertained that the principles of vital and
practical piety are gaining ground among them.
The churches in Alexandria continue to be in

an improving condition. The number of commu-
nicants has increased, especially among the young,
many of whom have set the laudable example of a
public and worthy profession of rehgion. The
members of the church, generally, are strength-
ening in their attachment to their own principles,

and, it is hoped, are growing also in grace, and in
the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus
Christ. From Christ Church, Alexandria, $100
have been received for the episcopal fund.

In St. Mark's parish, Culpepper county, there
have been, since the last Convention, four mar-
riages, nine funerals, and twenty-five baptisms;
and there are at present forty-five communicants,
five of whom have been added in the last year.

The report from Norborne parish, Berkeley
county, states, that its minister, only having dea-
con's orders, and consequently not having author-
ity to administer the sacrament of the Lord's Sup-
per, has not been able to ascertain with any cer-

tainty the number of communicants in his parish.

He believes, however, the number to be about one
hundred. Marriages two—one baptism—funerals
three. The minister of this parisn farther states
in his report, that the prospects of religious im-
provement are very encouraging. The church
is raising her <lrooping head, and the kingdom of
our Lord and Saviour is rapidly advancing. "The
vestry of this parish have purchased for their cler-
gyman a comfortable parsonage.
The cause of pure and undefiled religion still

prospers in Frederick parish. The congregation
are oevout, and alteiUive to the public services of
the church, and exemplify in their life and conver-
sation the purity of their principles.

St. Paul's parish. King George county. The
mmister of this parish not being present, the lay
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rtelegate in Convention begs leave to state, that re-

ligion is still increasing, as appears by the number
of'co-mniunicantSiWhiclihas advanced since the last

report from six to tliirty-two, all of whom appear
to be deeply impressed with the solemnity o( their

profession. The congrepaiions generally are large,

ami much attached to tht^ir worthy minister, whose
labours appear likely to raise that portion of the
church, long prostrale and almost hopeless. Pa-
rents are becoming more attentive to the impor-
tant duty of Cliristian education. Baptisms twen-
ty-five, of which two were adults.

St. Martin's parish, Hanover county. The state

of the church is encouraging. A Sunday School
has lately been instituted, which promises much
good to the rising generation. Communicants
forty—baptisms two—marriages two.

Bristol parish, Petersburg. Nothing very ma-
terial has occurred in this parish since the last

Convention. The administration of the word and
sacraments are, perhaps, better attended now than
ever they were. Owing to the severe and protract-

ed indisposition of the rector, he has not been able

to pay that attention to the duties of his office

which he could have wished, and the state of his

parish required.

In Hamilton parish the number of communi-
cants has increased, and religious zeal seems gen-
erally increasing. A collection was made in this

church for the episcopal fund amounting to .f71 25.

A Sunday School has been established in this par-

ish, and is in a flourishing condition.

In Dumfries Church, Dettingen parish. Prince
William county. Communicants thirty-four—bap-
tisms forty-three—marriages eleven—deaths four.

A collection of .f 17 34 for the benefit of the epis-

copal fund was taken up in this church.

in Aquia Church, Overwharton parish, Staf-

ford county. Communicants twenty-one— bap-
tisms .seventeen—one marriage—deaths four. A
collection of $6 was made in this church for the
episcopal fund.

The report from St. James's parish is favoura-

ble. The service is well attended, and heartily

joined in by the members. The number of com-
municants has increased. In the upper congrega-
tion there are twenty-two, in the lower nine com-
municants—baptisms twenty-seven, one of them
an adult—funerals six—no marriages. A collec-

tion of •'§21 67 for the episcopal fund was taken
Op by the minister of this parish in Brunswick
county. A collection was also taken up for the

same purpose in this parish of $33 75.

Church on Richmond Hill. A new church has
been commenced, and it is hoped will soon be
completed. Communicants forty—baptisms twen-
ty-six—marriages live. One flourishing Sunday
School. Contribution to episcopal fund $33.
The congregation of the Monumental Church

continues in the same state in which it was report-

ed the last year. The number of the communi-
cants increases, and several of the most valuable

of the society joined the altar upon the last Easter-

Sunday. A large Sunday School has been estab-

lished in this church.
The church in Fredericksburg still enjoys the

converting and sanctifying influences of the Holy
Spirit, to an extent eminently encouraging. Com-
municants ninety-four—baptisms twenty-eight

—

marriages ten—funerals twelve—Sunday Schools
three, containing 225 scholars, and one parish

library.

The Rev. William H. Wilmer, from the com-
mittee appointed to prepare an address to the

President of the American Colonization Society,

reseated the following, which, being twice read,

and amended, was, on the question put there-

upon, approved by the Convention, viz. :

—

To the Hun. Bunhrod Washington, President of the

American Colonization Society.

Peteksburg, May 14, 1819.

Dear Sir,—We, the committee appointed by the
Convention to carry into effect the foregoing res-

olution, have great pleasure in fulfilling this duty.
The object of the society over which you i)re-

side, is one which cannot fail to awaken the sym-
pathy of every humane mmd. The forebodings
of the politician, the regrets of humanity, and
the prayers of ChrLstians, have long been turned
upon the question of jiroviding a remedy for

the evils growing out of the slave population in
this country. To ameliorate the condition of
that portion of society, and at the same time to

secure an exemption from any tendency to licen-

tiousness and insubordination, are objects which
have been considered irreconcileable ; and which
have served to perplex and discourage both the
politician and the philanthropist. The plan and
views of your society, as far as they are under-
stood by this Convention, appear well calculated
to effect and harmonize these objects ; to rescue
this unhappy class of our fellow-creatures from
the ignorance, vice, and degradation to which the
habits and sentiments, if not the necessities, of the
present social state, will forever doom them while
they remain in this country—to restore a people
whom "God hath made of one blood" witn our-
selves to their natural birthright of human be-

ings ; and, by a process so gradual as to guard
against the effects of too abrupt a termination of

long-established habits, to deliver our land from a
calamity which, in its present progress, is por-

tentous of incalculable misery and disaster. Nay,
more

;
your sphere of benevolence takes a still

wider range, and proposes, by colonizing this

people on the coast of Africa, to diffuse thereby the
blessings of civilization and Christianity through-
out the vast extent of that benighted region.

May it not be, that the great Disposer of events
designs thus to vindicate the mysterious dispen-

sations of that power, which can render that

which was itself an outrage upon every principle

of humanity and religion, subservient to the great

purposes of his providence and grace ? Like the
captivity of Joseph, which was meant, indeed, for

evil by the perpetrators of the crime, may not the

affecting histor)^ of this people prove, that their

misfortunes were pennitted in order " to save
much peo[ile alive," and to render their own desti-

ny ultimately more glorious than it otherwise
would have been.

These views and hopes are confirmed by the re-

markable synchronism of events and circumstan-

ces. The simultaneous efforts that are in prep-

aration on every part of the globe for the further-

ance of humanity and rehgion ; the unanimity
with which the Colonization Society has been
cherished and supported, even among those who
might have been supposed to be hostile to it ; and
the patronage which our general government
seems disposed to afford to it, are flattering indi-

cations that these are the mighty doings of Him
"who turneth the hearts of men as rivers of wa-
ter." The time appears to have come, when "the
isles shall wait on Him." ami " Ethiopia shall

stretch out her hands unto God,"—when the poor

negro on the banks of the Sherbro, the Niger, the

Gambia, and the Senegal, shall behold their wa-
ters whitening with the sails of commerce—when
he shall behold cities spreading around, and tem-

ples lifting up their heads,—when he shall hear his

valleys and rocks resound with "the church-going
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bell," which shall call him to worship, in the

beauty of holiness, the God and Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ, the Saviour of mankind. To labour

in this work is to co-work with God. For your

encouragement to persevere, you require not our

ajJiirobation. You have a more elevated source

of satisfaction, a nobler reward, in the conscious-

ness of doing good, and in the high prospects

which your labours have already unfolded. But
^•e deemed it matter of justice to ourselves, to as-

sure you of our best wishes and prayers. In the

name of God and of humanity, we wish you good
luck. May Heaven prosper and reward your la-

bour of love

!

For yourself, sir, individually, be pleased to

accept the assurances of our high esteem. Long
may you live to preside over the American Coloni-

zation Society, and to extend to other lands the

blessings of a life which has already conferred im-
portant benefits on your own country.

We are, very respectfully,

Your friends and obedient servants,

William H. Wilmer,
Robert Page,
Needham L.Washington.

Resolved, That the Rev. William H. Wil-

mer be requested to transmit the foregoing ad-

dress to the Hon. Bushrod Washington, president
of the American Colonization Society.

On motion of the Rev. William H. Hart,
Resolved, That the next meeting of the Con-

vention for this diocess shall be at Alexandria,
on the Thursday preceding the third Tuesday in

May next, being the 11th day of that month.
On motions severally made,
Resolved, That 750 copies of the Journal of

this Convention be printed, and distributed

among the parishes by the secretary, under the

superintendence of the bishop.

Resolved, also, That the tlianks of this Con-
vention be presented to the secretary for his ser-

vices, and that the expenses incurred by him in

travelling and attendance be defrayed by the

church.

The Convention, having finished the business
before it, adjourned, to meet again at Alexandria,

on the Thursday preceding the third Tuesday
in May next.

Richard Channing Moore,
Bishop of the Prot. Epis. Church of Virginia.

Attest, William Munford, Secretary.

Journal of the Proceedings of a Convention of the Protestant Episcopal Church of Virginia,
which assembled at Alexandria, on Thursday, tfie 11 th of May, 1820.

The Convention met, and was opened with

divine serv'ice, and a sermon by the Rev. John
S. Ravenscroft.

The Right Rev. Bishop Moore took the chair

as president of this Convention.

A committee, consisting of the Rev. John S.

Ravenscroft, Mr. Philip Nelson, and Dr. Carter

Berkeley, were appointed to examine the certifi-

cates of appointments of the lay deputies

;

whereupon the following gentlemen, being pres-

ent, were reported to have been duly chosen,
conformably with the canons of the Protestant

Episcopal Church of Virginia, viz. ;

—

John Nelson, jun., for St. James's parish,

Mecklenburg ; Sylvester Nash, Christ Church,
Norborne parisli, Berkeley ; Robert Beverley,
St. Anne's parish, Essex ; John H. Wingfield,
New Church, Antrim parish, Halifax ; Bushrod
Washmgton, St. Paul's Church, Alexandria;
Benjamin Blackford, Beckford parish, Shenan-
doah ; Carlyle F. Whiting, Christ Church,
Norfolk ; Edmund J. Lee, Christ Church,
AiexaiwJria ; Abraham Shepherd, St. Andrew's
paritrh, Jefferson ; Tillotson Fryatt, Norborne

i)arish, Berkeley ; George Taylor and George
.•'ayette Washington, Henrico parish ; Epaph-
roditus L. Waring, Washington parish, West-
moreland ; Wils,oii Cary Selden, Shelburne par-

ish, Loudoun ; Robert I..cwis, St. George's
parish, Fredericksburg ; Robt. Randolph, Ham-
ilton parish, Fauquier ; AN'ilUam Foolc, Det-
tingen parish. Prince William ; Philip Nelson,
Chapel, Frederick ; Strother Jones, church in

Winchester, Frederick parish ; Robert Page,
Wickliffe Church, Frederick ; Hugh Nelson,
Fredericksville, Albemarle ; Wm. Mayo, Monu-
mental Church, city of Richmond ; Carter
Berkeley, St. Martin's parish, Hanover ; Rob-

ert Weir, South Farnham parish, Essex ; Lewis
Berkeley, Haymarket Church, Leed's parish.

Prince William ; and William H. Fitzhugh,

Aquia Church, Overwharton parish, StalTord.

The following clerical deputies appeared and
took their seats in the Convention, viz. :

—

The Rev. William H. Wilmer, St. Paul's

Church, Alexandria ; the Rev. Oliver Norris,

Christ Church, Alexandria ; the Rev. Alexan-
der Balmain, Frederick parish, Winchester

;

the Rev. William Meade, Chapel, Frederick

county ; the Rev. John S. Ravenscroft, St.

James's parish, Mecklenburg ; the Rev. John
L. Bryan, Christ ('hurch, Norborne parish,

Berkeley county ; the Rev. George Lemon,
Hamilton parish, Fauquier ; the Rev. Benjamin
Allen, St. Andrew's parish, Jeflerson ; the

Rev. Edward C. M'Guire, St. George's parish,

Fredericksburg ; the Rev. Thomas G. Allen,

Dettingen parish, Dumfries ; the Rev. Enoch
M. Lowe, Norborne parish, Berkeley ; the Rev.
Wm. Steel, Dettingen and Leeds parishes. Prince

William ; the Rev. Samuel Wydown, St. Mar-
tin's parish, Hanover ; the Rev. John Reynolds,
St. Anne's parish, Essex ; the Rev. Daniel
Stephens, Augusta parish, Staunton ; the Rev.
Joseph Lanston, Beckford parish, Shenandoah

;

the Rev. Frederick W. Hatch, Fredericksville

parish, Albemarle ; and the Rev. Joseph R.
Andrus, missionary, late of St. Paul's parish,

King George.

On motion of the Rev. Oliver Norris,

Resolved, That the following clergymen, who
are not m(^inbers of this Convention, be invited

to take seats therein, viz. :

—

The Rev. Thomas Horrell, Charles Mann,
Ethan Allen, and Charles C. Austin, of Mary-
land ; the Rev. Adam Einpie and Richard S,
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Mason, of North Carolina ; the Rev. Walter
D. Addison and Reuel Keith, of Georgetown,
D. C. ; the Rev. William Hawley and Andrew
T. M'Cortnack, of the city of Washington.
On motion of Mr. Edmund J. Ijee, the follow-

ing rules of order were read and adopted, for

regulating the proceedings of this Convention,
viz. :

—

1. The business of every day shall be intro-

duced with the morning service of the church.

2. When the president takes the chair, no
member shall continue standing, or shall after-

ward stand up, unless to address the chair.

3. No member shall absent himself from the

service of the house unless he have leave, or be
unable to attend.

4. When any member is about to speak in

debate, or deliver any matter to the house, he
shall with due respect address himself to the

president, confining himself strictly to the point

in debate.

5. No member shall speak more than twice

in the same debate without leave of the house.

6. A question being once determined, shall

stand as the judgment of the house, and shall

not be again drawn into debate during the same
session, unless with the consent of two thirds

of the house.

7. While the president is putting any ques-

tion, the members shall contiime'in their seats,

and shall not hold any private discourse.

8. Every member who shall be in the house
when any question is put, shall, on a division,

be counted, unless he be personally interested

in the decision.

9. No motion shall be considered as before

the house unless it be seconded, and, when re-

quired, reduced to writing.

10. When any question is before the house.

It shall be determined on before any new thing

is introduced, except the question of adjourn-

ment.
11. The question on a motion for adjourn-

ment shall be taken before any other, and with-

out debate.

12. When the house is about to rise, every

member shall keep his seat until the president

shall leave his chair.

Ordered, That the Rev. William H. Wilmer,
the Rev. John S. Ravenscroft, the Rev. Will-

iam Meade, Mr. Bushrod Washington, Mr.
William Mayo, and Mr. Robert Randolph, be a

committee to take into consideration the state of

the church in this diocess, and report thereupon

to the Convention.

Ordered, That the Rev. Oliver Norris, the

Rev. Alexander Balmain, the Rev. George
Lemon, Mr. Robert Lewis, Doctor Wilson
Gary Selden, and Mr. Strother Jones, be a com-
mittee to examine the parochial reports.

Ordered, That Doctor Carter Berkeley, Mr.
George Taylor, and Mr. Abraham Shepherd, be

a committee to examine the treasurer's ac-

counts.

Ordered, That the Rev. Enoch M. Lowe,
the Rev. Edward C. M'Guire, and Mr. John
Nelson, jun., be a committee to e.\amine the

ftccouijts of the treasurer of " The Common

Prayer-Book and Tract Society for the Diocesa

of Virginia."

On motion of Mr. Ravenscroft,

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to

examine and report upon the present state of the
" Widows' Fund."
And a committee was appointed, consisting

of Mr. Ravenscroft and Mr. Wilmer.
On motion of Mr. Lemon,
Resolved, unanimously. That the thanks of

the Convention be returned to the Rev. Mr.
Ravenscroft, for his impressive and appropriate

discourse delivered on this occasion.

And then the Convention adjourned until

to-morrow morning, 9 o'clock.

Friday, May 12, 1820.

The Convention met according to adjourn-

ment, and was opened with prayer by Bishop
Moore.
The Rev. John Dunn, a clerical deputy from

Shelburne parish, Loudoun, attended and took
his seat.

Doctor Berkeley, from the committee appoint-

ed to examine the treasurer's accounts, present-

ed a report and statement, which were read, in

the following words and figures, viz. :

—

Alexandria, May 12, 1820.

We, the undersigned committee appointed to

examine the treasurer's accounts, report, That
we have discharged that duty, and find the ac-

counts fair and correct, and that the balance

in the hands of the treasurer at the meeting of

the present Convention, was $772 68 ; all

which will appear by the accompanying account
and documents, which are respectfully sub-

miited.

Carter Berkeley,
Abraham Shepherd,
George Taylor.

On motion. Resolved,That the said report and
statement of the treasurer's account be approved
and passed by the Convention.

On motion of Mr Ednmnd J. Lee, a preamble
and resolution, submitted by him, in relation to

the episcopal fund, were referred to a select

committee to be considered.

And a committee was appointed of Mr. Ed-
mund J. Lee, Mr. Abraham Shepherd, Mr.
Robert Page, Doctor Wilson Gary Selden, and
Mr. Hugh Nelson.

The journal of the proceedings of the stand-

ing committee of this diocess was submitted to

the Convention by Mr. Wilmer, and read by the

secretary.

On motion of Mr. Wilmer,
Resolved, That the resolution passed by the

Convention of 1818, requiring the sum of five

dollars to be paid annually in addition to the

thirty dollars called for by the ninth canon, be

and is hereby rescinded.

A motion was made by Mr. Lee, that the 9th

canon of this church be amended, so that the

said canon read thus ;

—

" It shall be the duty of every parish to send

to the Convention the sum of thiriy, and not

less than fifteen dollars, aimually, for the con*
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tingent expenses of the church ; which money
shall be lodged with the treasurer of the Con-

vention of this church, and held subject to their

order."

And the question being put upon the said

motion, was determined in the negative.

The Convention then suspended its session,

for the purpose of attending divine service
;

whereupon the service was read at St. Paul's

Church by the Rev. William Meade, and a ser-

mon delivered by the Rev. Frederick W. Hatch;

the service was also read at Christ Church by

the Rev. Enoch M. Lowe, and a sermon de-

livered by the Rev. John S. Ravenscroft.

The sitting of the Convention being resumed,
a motion was made by Mr. Hugh Nelson, that

the following resolution be adopted :

—

Resolved, That the meeting of the next Con-
vention shall be at the town of Charlottesville,

in the coimty of Albemarle.

And the question bemg put thereupon, was
determined in the negative.

A motion was then made by Mr. Meade, that

the Convention agree to the following resolu-

tion :

—

Resolved, That the meeting of the next

Convention shall be in the borough of Norfolk.

A motion was thereupon made by the Rev.
Benjamin Allen, that the resolution so proposed

be amended, by striking therefrom the words
" borough of Norfolk," and insertmg in lieu

thereof, " town of Staunton, in the county of

Augusta."
Whereupon, the question being put, was de-

termined in the negative.

The said resolution, that the meeting of the

next Convention shall be in the borough of Nor-
folk, being twice read, was, on the question put
thereupon, agreed to by the Convention.

And then the Convention adjourned until to-

morrow morning, 9 o'clock.

Saturday, May 13, 1820.

The Convention met according to adjourn-

ment, and was opened with prayer by the Rev
William H. M'ilmer.

Mr. Edmund J. Lee, from the committee to

which was referred the preamble and resolution

oflfered by him on the subject of the episcopal

fund, reported, that, upon considering the same,
the said committee proposed the following m
lieu thereof :

—

The Convention of this diocess having hereto-
fore expressed their opinion of the great im-
portance to the promotion of religion, among those
\vlio professed to belong to the Episcopal Church,
it would be, to relea.se the bishop from the duties
of the charge of a particular congregation, have
called upon the members of this church to con-
tribute towards raising a fund, the interest of
which should be appropriated exclusively to the
support of the bishop, and thereby afford him am-
ple opportunities to travel frequently and regularly
through the diocess. While the Convention is

happy to find that this laudable object has not
been overlooked, and are pleased that a founda-
tion has been laid for raising the contemplated
fund, they cannot let the present session pass by
without again calling on the members of the
church to aid in so desirable an undertaking.

It is therefore Resolved,
1. That the vestry of each parish forthwith

cause a registry to be made of the names of all

persons who profess to belong to the Episcopal
Church.

2. That each person who professes to belong to

the Episcopal Church in this diocess, be callecf on
to pay the sum of one dollar annually for

years.

3. That the lay delegates attending the present
Convention do, with the clergymen of the differ-

ent parishes, use their influence with their re-

spective vestries to have appointed in each parish
one or more fit person or persons, who shall wait
upon the different members of the church, and
solicit of each person the above sum of one dollar.

4. That the money which shall be received in

pursuance of the preceding resolutions shall be
forthwith remitted to the chairman of the stand-
ing committee of this diocess.

5. That the ministers of each parish do report,

on or before the day of next , to the
standing committee, their proceedings under these
resolutions.

The said preamble and resolutions being
twice read, the question was put upon the first

resolution, and determined in the negative.

A motion was then made by the Rev. Benja-
min Allen, that the second resolution be amend-
ed by striking out the words, " called on to pay
the sum of one dollar," and inserting, in their

stead, the words, " requested to contribute a sum
not less than fifty cents."

The said amendment being under discussion,

a motion was made by Mr. Wilmer, that the

farther consideration of the said preamble and
ivsolutions be postponed until the second day of

the next Convention : and the question being

put thereupon, was determined in the affirma-

tive.

The Convention proceeded, in conformity

with the tenth article of the constitution for the

government of this diocess, to the election of a

standing committee, by ballot ; whereupon the

Rev. William H. Wilmer, the Rev. Oliver Nor-
ris, the Rev. John Dunn, the Hon. Bushrod
Washington, Edmund J. Lee, and George Tay-
lor, Esqrs., were duly elected.

The Convention also proceeded to the elec-

tion, by ballot, of eight delegates to represent

this diocess in the approaching General Conven-
tion ; whereupon the Rev. William H. Wil-
mer, the Rev. John S. Ravenscroft, the Rev.
William Meade, the Rev. George Lemon, Will-

iam Mayo, Philip Nelson, Charles F. Mercer,

and John Nelson, jun., Esqrs., were duly elected.

On motion of Mr. Meade,
Resolved, That ^^'illiam H. Fitzhugh, Esq,,

be appointed a deputy to the General Conven-
tion, in the event of the inability of Charles F.

Mercer, Esq., to attend the said Convention.

A suspension of the sitting of this Conven-
tion then took place, for the purpose of attend-

ing divine service ; when the service was read
by the Rev. Adam Empie, and a sermon de-

livered by the Rev. John S. Ravenscroft.

The session being resumed, the Rev. Enoch
M. Lowe, from the committee appointed to ex-

amine the account of the treasurer of the Com-
mon Prayer-Book and Tract Society, presented
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a report and account thereto subjoined, which
were read in the following words and figures :

—

Alexandria, May 13l/i, 1820.

The committee appointed to cx;imiiie the ac-

counts of the treasurer of the Prayer-Book and
Tract Society of Virginia have discharged that

duty, and find the same to be correct.

Enoch M. Lowe, Chairman.

On motion, Resolved, That the said report

and account be approred and passed by the

Convention.

]\Ir. Wilmer, from the committee on the

state of the church, presented the following

report ;

—

The committee on the state of the church beg
leave to recommend the adoption of the following
preamble and resolutions :

—

Whereas nothmg is more important, under the
blessing of God, than a pious and well-educated
mmistry, it is

Resolved, That this Convention will ardently

cherish and endeavour to promote this object.

Resolved, That as the College of VV'illiarn and
Mary will probably soon employ a clerical profes-

sor m that institution, who will take charge of

such theological students as may be committed to

his care ; as the professors of the college have
also made liberal offers of assistance to such stu-

dents of all denominations, and as an excellent

theological Ubrary belongs to the college, it is

Resolved, That the favour and benefit of these
circumstances are duly appreciated, and are wor-
thy of the attention of the members of the church.

The said resolutions being twice read, were,

on questions severally put thereupon, agreed to

by the Convention.

On motion of Mr. Edmund J. Lee,

Resolved, That the several ministers of this

church do continue to carry into execution the

2d and 3d resolutions, passed by the Conven-
tion in the year 1818, on the subject of the

episcopal fund.

The Rev. Oliver Norris, from the committee

to which the parochial reports were referred,

presented the following condensed report :

—

The committee appointed to condense the parochial

reports have performed that duty, and beg leave to

make the following report

:

—
The committee are informed by Bishop Moore,

that, although in the Monumental Church in the

city of Richmond he does not perceive any pecu-

liar religious excitement, yet it is with ialinite

pleasure he can say, that the members in full

communion preserve their good standing ; and
that upon every sacramental occasion there is

some small increase of members. The congrega-
tion are regular in their attendance upon public

worship, and manifest a disposition to render his

ministry- among them happy and agreeable. The
number of communicants is about 125 or 1.30.

The church on Richmond Hill. This congre-

gation has been almost crushed by the pressure

of the times ; but through divine favour it appears
to be again reviving.

The pastor of St. James's parish, Mecklenburg,
has the satisfaction to report to this Convention,

that it pleases God to continue his blessing with
his word, though the increase is chiefly to be

found in the upper congregation of the parish.

The number of commuuicants has increased since

the last report, and I would hope that, in the esti-

mation of those around us, the church is gaining
ground. The number of communicants is thirty-

live, of which tvN'enty-six are in the ujjper and
nine in the lower congregation—two marriages

—

thirty-six baptisms, nineteen of them blacks

—

three funerals.

In obedience to tlic order of the Convention of
1818 he visited the county of Brunswick, and on
the 5th Sunday in August last preached at Red
Oak Church, when a collection was made for the
benefit of the episcopal fund of twenty -one dol-

lars and forty cents, fie also visited the county
of Dinwiddle, and preached in Sappone Church
on the first Sunday in September, when there

was collected for the same fund the sum of twenty-
five dollars and eighty cents. In the month of

April he preached in his own parish, and collected

on the 16th, at St. James's Church, the sum of thir-

teen dollars and eighty-seven cents, and on the 23d,

at Speed's Church, the sum of three dollars twelve

and a half cents ; the small amount of these two
last collections is to be accounted for by the an-

nual subscription of the parish to this fund,

amounting to sixty-six dollars ; the whole amount
collected for this fund is one hundred and thirty

dollars nineteen and a half cents.

Beckford parish, Shenandoah county. This
parish is in an infant state : they have had no
Episcopal minister among them since the revo-

lutionary war, except occasional visits, and these

only within the last two or three years—the pres-

ent minister has not resided there long enough to

enable him to say with correctness what the pros-

pect is. The parish includes the whole county of

Shenandoah ; the few Episcopal families residing

in It are much scattered, and the people in general

pleased with the doctruies of the church. Mar-

riages five—baptisms two.

The chapel in the county of Frederick. The
attendance of the members of this church is reg-

ular, and their deportment serious—the services

of the church are well supported by the congre-

gation, and it is believed there is an increase of

vital piety—the interest of nine shares in the Little

River Turnpike is annually contributed to the

bishop's fund, and the shares themselves will be

given to the institution should it be prosecuted

with a likelihood of success : these shares are

valued at one hundred dollars each, and yield an

interest of at least six per cent. Twelve dollars

per annum are also subscribed to the same fund.

Dumfries Church, Dettingen parish, Prince

Vv'iUiain county. Communicants thirty-three

—

baptisms thirty-one—marriages thirteen—deaths

four. A collection was made in this church for

the benefit of the episcopal fund, which amounted
to six dollars sixty-six and a quarter cents.

Aquia Church, Overwharton parish, Stafford

county. Communicants twenty-four—baptisms

twenty—deaths two. A collection was made m
this church for the benefit of the episcopal fund,

which amounted to five dollars and forty-five

cents.

St. James's Church, Leesburg, Shelburne par-

ish. Baptisms nine. An accession of two per-

sons to the number of communicants has takeri

place within the year ; one of them is a person of

colour. The present number of communicants

forty-five—marriages seven. Divine service is

regularly attended in this church. Thirty dollars

have been collected for the episcopal fund.

Hamilton parish. Of the congregations of this

parish, those of VVarrenton and Liberty, meetings

continue numerous and attentive ; while that of

Cool Spring is still but a small one. The com-

municants are increasing in numbers, and many
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of them give most satisfactory evidence of growth

in spirituality and heavenly-mindedness. It is

confidently hoped that the cause of religion in

general, of our church in particular, is advancing

in the reverence and affections of the people.

The congregation of the church m Winchester,

the parish of Frederick, is more numerous, se-

rious, and devout than formerly. Communicants
between thirty and forty— catechumens thirty-

baptisms eleven—funerals three—marriages two.

A Sunday School has been lately in.stitutcd, and

promises, under divine blessing, to be productive

of the most salutary consequences.

St. Mark's parish, Culpepper. Communicants
forty-seven, two having died, and four being added
since the last Convention—marriages seven—bap-

tisms twenty, one of which was an adult—fune-

rals twelve.

Dettingen and Leeds parish. Baptisms twenty-

one—communicants thirty, four having removed.

In this parish there has been an increase of com-
municants, and a greater attention to the ordi-

nances of the gospel. Prayer-books increase, and
some of the congregation have become more en-

gaged for redemption through the blood of (Mirist.

The church in Fredericskburg still enjoys the

gracious presence and agency of God the Holy
Ghost, restoring fallen man to happiness and God.
Communicants one hundred—baptisms thirty-

three—funerals fifteen—marriages fifteen.

Christ Church, Norborne parish, Berkeley coun-
ty—communicants fifty—baptisms nine, of which
two were adults, and seven infants—marriages four

—funerals two. The Sunday School established

last year is still progressing in usefulness.

WicklifTe Church, Frederick county. Commu-
nicants si.K—baptisms four—one funeral.

In Norborne parish there are, communicants one
hundred and one—catechumens forty-five—mar-
riages six—baptisms twenty-four—funerals six-

teen.

Of the above number of communicants, twenty-
four have been added since the last Convention

;

several are now in preparation for this holy ordi-

nance. The prospects of the church in this par-

ish are flattering in the highest degree. The peo-

ple are spiritual and devotional, and manifest a
growing attachment to the principles and the lit-

urgy of their church.
St. Martin's parish, Hanover. There is no

material alteration in the state of the churches
since the last report, except that the congregation
of the Fork Church is increased. There are

hopes that the good leaven of divine truth will, in

the end, produce the conversion of sinners to God.
The Sunday School is kept up belter on the part

of the teachers than in the regular attendance of
the scholars. Communicants forty-one—baptisms
five—marriages four—one death.

South Farnham parish, Essex, and Washington
parish, Westmoreland, have been without a regu-
lar ministry for thirty years. The people in gen-
eral manifest a sincere desire to receive the gos-
pel, and considerable exertions are making to re-

suscitate the churches. Baptisms fifteen—mar-
riages eight— funerals four—Sunday Schools three
—scholars one hundred and eighty. The number
of communicants cannot be ascertained, as the
ordinance has not been administered.
The church in Augusta parish has been reor-

ganized, and enjoys thi^ ordinances of the gospel.
Thii members of the church in this parish are but
few in number.
The parish in Nelson county is sometimes vis-

ited by the minister of Augusta parish, who thinks
a minister might be supported who would under-
lake the keeping of a scnool.

At Harrisonburg, in Rockingham, there is a
pleasing prospect of much good being done.
Communicants in Augusta parish about twelve

— marriages six—baptisms twenty-six— one fii-

neral.

According to a Report prepared by the Rev. Jamet
W. Easthum, and which was to have been commu-
nicated at the last Convention, the following is the

state of the church in St. George's parish, Acco-
mack county.

The parish having been vacant for several years,

no regular ordinances have been administered
until the 10th of January, 1819. The churches
are now repairing, and a general spirit of reli-

gious attention seems to be excited. The number
of communicants is uncertain, as the Lord's Sup-
per has not yet been administered.

The Rev. James W. Eastburn continued in the
parish but a little more than six months, during
which there were thirty-six baptisms, of which
one was a white adult, and twenty-three coloured
children—one marriage— funerals three.

Before the departure of the Rev. Mr. Eastburn,
the re[iairs of the churches had considerably pro-

gressed. There are four Sunday Schools under
the patronage of the Union Society—four com-
municants have been added to the church.

St. George's parish, Accomack. Rev. Benja-
min Smith rector, since November 15, 1819.

Baptisms seven—marriages two—funerals five

—

communicants fifty-six, as near as can be ascer-

tained ; five have been added since November.
Sunday School scholars four hundred.

Parish of St. Andrew's. There has been an
increase of communicants ; sixty of those formerly
registered in this parish have been formed into a
church in Maryland. The present number of

communicants is one hundred and fifty—baptisms
seventy-five—marriages nine—burials nine. The
church in Shepherdstown has been increased in

capacity. Contribution to episcopal fund fifty

dollars.

The congregation of St. Paul's Church, Alex-
andria, is rather increasing in numbers, and, there

is reason to hope, in piety, and in attachment to

the principles of the church. There is a Sunday
School belonging to this church of one hundred
and twenty persons, who are regularly catechised

and instructed in the principles of religion. The
number of communicants about one hundred and
ten—of baptisms fifty-three—of funerals twenty.

The church in Charlottesville is not yet organ-
ized, but the present appearance is extremely flat-

tering to its pastor.

The congregation of Christ Church, Alexan-
dria, are regular and devout in their attendance on
public worship. The number of communicants
has increased since the last report, and it is be-

lieved that the whole number amounts to upwards
of one hundred. There is a Sunday School at-

tached to this church, which promises to prove a
blessing. This congregation have contributed
their usual quota of one hundred dollars to the
episcopal fund.

Agreeably to the resolution of the Convention
in the year 1818, the rector of this church notified,

in October last, the different parishes in the coun-
ties of Westmoreland, Northumberland, Lancas-
ter, and Richmond, of his intention to preach and
administer the sacraments of the church in that

destitute part of our Zion, and to make collections

for the episcopal hind ; but, in consequence of
sickness, he was deprived the pleasure of per-

forming this sen'ice. However, the Rev. Dr.
Wilmer kindly supplied his place, and the sum
of twenty dollars has since been received from
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Mrs. Sarah Washington, of Westmoreland county,
for the episcopal fund.

Oliver Norris, Chairman.

'The said report being read, was approved.
On motion of Mr. Edmund J. Lee,
Resolved, That the treasurer be directed to

pay into the hands of the standing committee
the sum of five hundred dollars, to be by them
vested in some safe stock, for the increase of

the fund for the support of the episcopate.

Mr. Edmund J. Lee laid before the Conven-
tion an account of the receipts and investments
of tlie episcopal fund, by the wardens of Christ

Church, Alexandria.

The said account being read, was approved
by the Convention.

On motion of Mr. Wilmcr,
Resolved, That the deputies to the General

Convention be instructed to act in conformity

with the resolution of the last Convention of

this diocess, disapproving of the amendment
proposed to the second article of the constitu-

tion of this church.

The Right Rev. Bishop Moore delivered his

pastoral address on the state of the church,

which being heard,

Resolved, unanimously. That the thanks of

this Convention be presented to the Right Rev.
Richard Channing Moore, D. D., for his affec-

tionate and impressive pastoral address, and that

he be requested to furnish a copy thereof for

insertion in the journal.

The said address is as follows :

—

Brethren,—Every Convention, as it pre-

sents itself to view, affords us the greatest en-

couragement. The hiformation we receive

from the different sections of the diocess is cal-

culated to inspire our minds with hope, and to

stimulate us to renewed and increased exertion.

The parishes which have been filled continue to

prosper ; and many parts of our Zion, which for

years have been buried in ruin, are calling for

help and entreating our assistance.

When I first entered upon the discharge of

my important duties, I felt an apprehension that

the efforts which were made by the friends of

the church were too vigorous to continue, and

that after the lapse of a few years, unless the

most marked success should crown our labours,

those efforts would be succeeded by a state of

languor and despair. The undertaking in which
we had engaged formed an object of such mag-
nitude as to excite my fears ; the difficulties

with which we had to struggle were sufficient

to appal the stoutest heart, and to excite trem-

blings in the firmest mind. To have beheld

our dilapidated churches without alarm, was
impossible ; to have reflected upon the scattered

flocks which once filled their courts, without

labouring under an apprehension that they might
never again be collected, would have evinced a

temper arrogant and presumptuous. Sensible

of the prejudices which existed against the

church, and frequently wounded by the observa-

tions which were made in my presence, my
bosom was alive to the embarrassments which

surrounded us, and I trembled for the Ark of

God. The night of our affliction has, however,

been succeeded by a glorious day ; the prayers
of the pious have ascended to Heaven, and pro-
cured for us the blessing of God, and the Al-
mighty hath lifted upon us the light of his

countenance.

The success which has attended the labours
of the clergy, and the warm and animated in-

terest which the laity have taken in the restora-
tion of the church, prove to a demonstration
that the work is God's, and that the set time
for the Lord to have mercy upon Zion has
come. Yes, brethren, the machine, has been
set in motion by an omnipotent arm ; it is di-

vine grace which in the first instance directed
our attention to the hallowed object, and it is

divine grace which hath influenced us to per-
severe in the important work. Had we not
been actuated by principles such as Heaven
could indulgently approve, and had we not been
sustained by His grace, we must have fainted

by the way. It is to Jehovah that we are in-

debted for the success with which we have been
favoured. "Not unto us, O! Lord, not unto
us, but unto thy name, be the praise, for thy
honour and for thy truth's sake."
The same means which have been so sig-

nally blessed will, if persevered in, produce
still greater effects. W^hile the ministers of the

altar continue to preach the gospel, and to live

agreeably to its precepts, they may rest satisfied

that the Almighty will own their labours. " Lo,
I am with you always," is the Redeemer's
promise to the faithful heralds of the cross.

Let us, my reverend brethren, be determined to
" take heed to ourselves and to our doctrine ;"

to " make full proof of our ministry ;" to pro
claim the Lord Jesus as " the way, and the
truth, and the life ;" to adorn the gospel of
God our Saviour in all things ; to " follow

peace with all men, and holiness, without which
no man shall see the Lord."

Gentlemen of the laity,—Great is the happi-
ness which arises in my mind, from that union
of affection which has always subsisted between
the clergy and yourselves. To see so many in-

dividuals returning, year after year, to assist in

the councils of the church, is a proof that we
live in love and in peace, and that the God of

love and peace is with us. I owe you a debt
of gratitude for your indulgent reception of my
labours which I shall never be able to repay.

Fidelity in the discharge of my public duties ;

a wish to promote, by every honourable and
legitimate effort, the interest of the church you
have so much at heart ; and my constant prayer

to God for the happiness of the flock over
which the Holy Ghost hath made me overseer,

form the only return which it is in my power to

render you for your kindness.

Since the last Convention I have visited the

city of Williamsburg, preached and administered

the sacrament of the Lord's Supper in the

church, and lectured in the ho\ises of two of the

most respectable families in the place. I have

also preached in St. Peter's Church, New Kent,

upon two different occasions— once in July, and

again in the last month. In August I visited

Petersburg, and preached lo an overflowing and
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deeply penetrated congregation. I also visited

Hanover the last summer, preached in all the

churches in that parish, and administered the

Lord's Supper at the house of Mr. Francis Nel-

son. My visit to that county was repeated in

December last, at which time I administered

the Lord's Supper in the Fork Church, and ad-

mitted the Rev. Mr. Wydown to the holy order

of the priesthood. I have visited and preached

in the county of Amelia, in which section of the

diocess there are a considerable number of the

most respectable families sincerely attached to

the church, and who are disposed to make the

most vigorous efforts in favour of her interests.

I have also been in Chesterfield, and preached

in the church at Falling Creek. Goochland

has been attended to, and in the courthouse I

officiated to a large and attentive congregation.

In October last I preached to a crowded audi-

tory at Orange courthouse, and administered

the Lord's Supper at the house of Mr. Madison,

the late President of the United States, to his

venerable and pious mother. I visited Albe-

marle also, preached in Walker's church, and at

the courthouse in Charlottesville, to large and

respectable acsemblies. In November I visited

Norfolk, preached several times in the church,

and administered the Lord's Supper. I also

lectured at the houses of the venerable Mr.

Reed and of Mr. John Southgate. I then

crossed the bay, and visited the counties of

Northampton and Accomack. In Northampto'.i

I preached in the courthouse, the lower and
upper chapels, and lectured at the house of Dr.

Parker. In Accomack I preached and admin-

istered the Lord's Supper in the parish church,

lectured in Drummondtown, and also in Acco-
mack. The last month I repeated my visit to

Norfolk, preached twice, and administered the

Lord's Supper in the church. I have admitted

to the order of deacons, since the last Conven-
tion, the Rev. Mr. Aisquith, Rev. Mr. Reynolds,

Rev. Mr. Norman Nash ; and to the priesthood

the Rev. Samuel Wydown.
As your regard for the interests of the

church must render you alive to her prosperity

in every section of the country, I consider it

not irrelevant to state to you that I have at-

tended the Convention in North Carolina, and
that the church in that diocess holds up to

your view the most encouraging prospects. In

Edenton, at which place the Convention con-

vened, our sittings were attended by great num-
bers of people, some of whom had come from a

distance of near fifty miles to witness our pro-

ceedings and attend upon our ministry. In that

place I ordained two deacons, and admitted one
gentleman to the priesthood. In that diocess,

so late as the year 1817, there was not a single

clergyman : they are now blessed with the la-

bours of seven faithful men, and in the course

of another year several candidates, who are

now preparing for holy orders, will be admitted
to the ministry of the word.

Wishing you an agreeable interview with
your families, I bid you an affectionate adieu.

On motion of the Rev. Benjamin Allen,

Resolved, That 750 copies of the Journal of

this Convention be printed, and distributed

among the parishes by the secretary, under the

superintendence of the bishop.

On motion of Mr. Wilmer,
Resolved, That the thanks of this Conven-

tion be presented to the secretary for his ser-

vices, and that the expenses incurred by hiia

in travelling and attendance be defrayed by the

church.

The Convention, having finished the business

before it, adjourned, to meet again at Norfolk,

on the third Tuesday in May next.

Richard Channing Moore,
Bishop of the Protestant Episcopal

Church of Virginia.

Attest, William Munford, Secretary,

Journal of the Proceedings of a Convention of the Protestant Episcopal Church of Virginia, which

assembled at Norfolk, on Thursday, the I7th of May, 1821.

At a meeting of a Convention of clerical and
lay deputies from parishes of the Protestant

Episcopal Church in the Diocess of Virginia,

assembled at Norfolk, on Thursday, the 17th
day of May, 1821,

The Right Rev. Richard C. Moore, D. D.,

bishop of the diocess (after divine service by the

Rev. John S. Ravenscroft), delivered a sermon
appropriate to the occasion, and then took the

chair as president of the Convention.
Ordered, That Mr. Philip Nelson and Mr.

Robert Randolph be appointed a committee
to examine the certificates of appointineni of

the lay deputies, and report thereupon immedi-
ately.

The said committee accordinglv examined, at

the secretary's table, such certiticates as were
produced, and reported to the Convention that

the following gentlemen were duly appointed in

conformity with the canons for the government

of the Protestant Episcopal Church, whereupon
they appeared and took their seats, viz. :

—

E. J. Lee, for (Christ Church, in Fairfax parish,

Alexandria ; William Sharp, for Christ Church,

Norfolk ; WiUiain S. Stone, for Fredericksburg
;

Richard Taylor, for Truro parish, Fairfax coun-

ty ; Philip Nelson and Francis G. Taylor, for

Frederick parish ; John Hoof, for St. Paul's

Church, Alexandria ; Albert Allmand, for Hen-
rico Church ; James W. Parker, for St. Gecge's
parish, Accomack ; Francis Nelson, for St.

Martin's parish, Hanover ; John Nelson, for St.

James's parish, Mecklfiiburg ; Jacob Parker, for

Hungar's parish, Northampton ; Edward Val-

entine, for Augusta parish, Staunton ; Robert
P. Waring, for St. Anne's parish, Essex ; Moses
13. Chase and Arthur Emerson, for Portsmouth
parish, Norfolk county ; Warner Lewis, for

Southampton parish, Essex ; Abraham Shep-
herd, for St. Andrew's parish, Jefferson ; Joho
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Oraniiner, lor Bristol parish, Petersburg ; Robert
Randolph, for Hainilton parish, Fauquier ; Will-

iam Mayo, for the Monumental Church in the

city of Richmond.
The following clerical deputies also appeared

and took thoir seats, viz. :

—

The Rev. Oliver Norris, for Christ Church,
in Fairfax parish, Alexandria ; the Rev. Enoch
M. Lowe, for Christ Church, Norfolk ; the Rev.
Edward C. M'Guire, for Fredericksburg ; the

Rev. William Meade, for Frederick parish

;

the Rev. William H. Wilmer, for St. Paul's

Church, Alexandria ; the Rev. William H. Hart,

for Henrico Church ; the Rev. Benjamin B.

Smith, for St. George's parish, Accomack
county ; the Rev. Samuel Wydovvn, for St.

Martin's parish, Hanover ; the Rev. John S.

Ravenscroft, for St. James's parish, Mecklen-
burg ; the Rev. Simon Wilmer, for Hungar's

parish, Northampton ; the Rev. Benjamin Allen,

for St. Andrew's parish, Jettcrson ; the Rev
Andrew Syme, for Bristol parish, Petersburg

;

the Rev. Edward R. Lippit, for Norborne parish,

Berkeley ; the Rev. Reuel Keith, for Bruton

parish, Williamsburg.

On motion of Mr. Lowe, seconded by Mr.

Syme,
Resolved, That the Rev. George Halson, of

Norfolk county, be admitted to an honorary seat

in this Convention.

On motion of Mr. Edmund J. Lee, the rules

of order adopted by the last Convention were
read by the secretary, and adopted for the gov-

ernment of the proceedings of this Convention,

viz. :

—

1. The business of every day shall be intro-

duced with the morning service of the church.

2. When the president takes the chair, no

member shall continue standing, or shall after-

ward stand up, unless to address the chair.

3. No member shall absent himself /rom the

service of the house unless he have leave, or

be unable to attend.

4. When any member is about to speak in

debate, or deliver any matter to the house, he

shall, with due respect, address himself to the

president, confining himself strictly to the point

in debate.

5. No member shall speak more than twice

in the same debate, without leave of the house.

6. A question being once determined, shall

stand as the judgment of the house, and shall

not be again drawn into debate during the same

session, unless with the consent of two thirds

of the house.

7. While the president is putting any ques-

tion, the members shall continue in their seats,

and shall not hold any private discourse.

8. Every member who shall be in the house

when any question is put, shall, on a division,

be counted, unless he be personally interested

in the decision.

9. No motion shall be considered as before

the house unless it be seconded, and, when re-

quired, reduced to writing.

10. When any question is before the house, it

shall be determined on before any new thing is

introduced, except the question of adjournment.

K

11. The question on a motion of adjourn-

ment shall be taken before any other, and with-
out debate.

12. When the house is about to rise, every
member shall keep his seat until the president

shall leave his chair.

On motion of Mr. Lee,

Resolved, That the resolutions relating to

the fund for the episcopate, whicR were by the

last Convention postponed for farther considera-

tion, be referred to a select committee to report

thereupon.

And a committee was appointed of Mr. Lee,
Mr. Philip Nelson, Mr. Robert Randolph, Mr.
Abraham Shepherd, and Mr. William Mayo.

Ordered, That a committee be api)ointud to

examine the treasurer's accounts, consisting of

Mr. John Nelson, Mr. Philip Nelson, Mr. John
Grammer, and Mr. John Hoof.

Ordered, That a committee to examine the

state of the church in this diocess be appointed,

of the Rev. William H. Wilmer, John S. Ra-
venscroft, Oliver Norris, and William Meade,
Mr. William Sharp, Mr. William Stone, Mr.
Francis Nelson, and Mr. Francis G. Taylor.

Ordered, That a committee to examine the

accounts of the treasurer of the Common Prayer-

Book and Tract Society be appointed, of the

Rev. Edward C. M'Guire, Benjamin Allen, and
Mr. Jacob Parker.

Ordered, That a committee to examine the

accounts of the treasurer of the Widows' Fund
be appointed, of the Rev. Simon Wilmer, John
S. Ravenscroft, and Mr. Richard Taylor.

Ordered, That a committee to examine the

parochial reports be appointed, of the Rev.

Enoch M. Lowe, Andrew Syme, Reuel Keith,

William H. Hart, Benjamin B. Smith, and Ed-
ward R. Lippit.

Mr. Lee laid before the Convention a resolu-

tion of the vestry of Christ Church, Fairfax

parish, Alexandria, on the subject of the fund

for support of the episcopate ; which resolution

being read, was ordered to be referred to the

select committee this day appointed.

Mr. Lowe announced, that the members of

the Presbyterian and Baptist congregations, in

the borough of Norfolk, had voluntarily, and in

a very friendly and affectionate manner, offered

their churches in the said borough to this Con-

vention, for the purpose of performing divino

service therein during the session thereof

;

whereupon.
Resolved, unanimously. That the thanks of

the Convention be presented to their said Chris-

tian brethren for the kindness thus manifested,

and that their said offer be gratefully accepted.

And then the Convention adjourned untU to-

morrow morning, 9 o'clock.

Friday, May ISth, 1921.

The Convention met according to adjourn-

ment, and was opened with prayer by the Rev.

William H. Wilmer.

The following gentlemen produced certificates

of appointment as lay deputies, which, being

read by the secretary, were approved, m cou-

forraity with the canons ;
whereupon they took
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their seats as members of the Convention
;

viz. :

—

Thomas Smith, for Ware parish, Gloucester

county ; Christopher Tompkins, for Kingston

parish, jMatthews ; Burwell Basseti, for Bruton

parish, Wilhanisburg ; and James Chowning, for

Christ Church, Middlesex ; the Rev. John H.
Wingfield, a clerical deputy from Antrim parish,

Halifax county, also appeared and took his seat.

On motion of the Rev. Simon Wilmer, sec-

onded by the Rev. Enoch M. Lowe,
Resolved, unanimously, That the thanks of

this Convention be presented to the bishop for

his impressive and appropriate discourse, de-

hvered before this body at the opening of the

Convention.

Mr. John Nelson, from the committee for

examining the treasurer's accounts, presented

a report and statement, which were read, in the

following words and figures, viz. :

—

Norfolk, May 18, 1821.

We, the undersigned committee appointed to

examine the treasurer's account, report. That
we have discharged that duty, and find the ac-

counts fair and correct ; and that the balance
in the treasurer's hands, at the meeting of the
present Convention, is S 161 24; all which will

appear by the accompanying account and docu-
ments, which are respectfully submitted, by

John Nelson, jun., John Hoof,
Philip Nelson, J. Grammer.

Mr. Edmund J. Lee, from the select com-
mittee on the subject of the fund for the support
of the episcopate, presented a report, which was
read, as follows :

—

The committee to whom were referred the res-
olutions upon the s\ibject of the permanent fund
for the support of the episcopate, have, accordiiic-
to order, had the same under consideration, and
have agreed upcfn the following resolutions, which
they beg leave to report.

1. Resolved, That the vestry of each congrega-
tion in the respective parishes of this diocess, do
take immediate steps to ascertain the number of
adult persons in their parishes who profess to be-
long to the Episcopal Church.

2. That the vestries cause each adult person,
professing themselves to belong to the church, to
be called on, and requested each to pay the sum
of dollars, to be applied to the said fund.

3. That the money which shall be received by
the vestries in pursuance of the preceding resolu-
tions be forthwiib remitted to the president of the
standing committee of the church, for that com-
mittee to invest it as heretofore directed.

4. That on or before the first day of January
next, and from time to time thereafter, reports be
made to the standing committee, of the proceed-
ings under these resolutions.

5. That an appropriate address from the Con-
vention on this subject be adopted and circuhited,
with the preceding resolutions, among the mem-
bers of the chiirch.

C. Resolved, That copies of these res-
olutions and of the address be printed

; and that
copies be transmitted, as soon as practi-

cable, to each of the clergymen of the church, and
to each of the lay delegates attending this Con-
vention, all of whom are earnestly solicited to use
their utmost exertions to effect the object of the
said resolutions.

On motion of Mr. Lee,

Ordered, That the said resolutions and ad-

dress be laid upon the table.

A suspension of the sitting of the Convention
then took place, for the purpose of attending

divine service ; whereupon the service was read

by the Rev. Oliver Norris, and a sermon de-

livered by the Rev. William Meade.
The session being resumed, the resolutions

on the subject of the fund for the support of the

episcopate, were, on motion of the Rev. Wm.
H. Wilmer, referred to a committee of the whole
house : whereupon the Convention resolved it-

self into a committee accordingly, for the pur-

pose of considering the said resolutions, Mr.
Bassett in the chair ; and, after some time, the

bishop having resumed the chair, Mr. Bassett

reported. That the committee of the whole house
had, according to order, had under consideration

the resolutions to them referred, and agreed to

the five first resolutions, but disagreed to the

last.

On motion. Ordered, That the consideration

thereof by the house be postponed until to-

morrow.
And then the Convention adjourned until to-

morrow morning, 9 o'clock.

Saturday, May 19, 1821.

The Convention met according to adjourn-

ment, and was opened with prayer.

The Rev. John Reynolds, a clerical deputy
from the parish of St. Anne's, in the county of
Essex, attended, and took his seat in the Con-
vention.

The Rev. John S. Ravenscroft, from the com-
mittee appointed to examine the accounts of the

treasurer of the Widows' Fund, presented a re-

port, which was read, as follows :

—

The committee to whom was referred the state
of the Widows' Fund beg leave to observe, that,

owing to the absence of the papers and accounts,
they can present no statement of the actual amount
of the fund, or of the manner in which its proceeds
are now applied. They believe, however, that it

remains, as to the prmcipal, as reported by the
committee who last examined the treasurer's ac-

counts. And it being satisfactorily ascertained
that the Rev. Dr. Buchanan, by reason of age and
infirmity, is desirous to resign the office of treas-

urer, and surrender the funds in his hands.
Your committee therefore beg leave to recom-

mend, that the amount constituthig the Widows'
Fund be placed in the hands of a treasurer to be
appointed by this Convention.
That the direction and management of the fund

be transferred to the standing committee of this

diocess, according to whose direction only shall
its aflairs be administered, and by whose order on
the treasurer all payments be made.

That the Right Reverend the Bishop of the
diocess be appointed to receive from the present
treasurer the specialties, books, and cash belong-
ing to the fund, and to transmit the same to the
treasurer now to be appointed.
That it be the duty of the treasurer of this fund

to present annually to the standing committee a
statement of the condition of the fund, and of the
manner in which its proceeds have l)een applied,
with the names of the persons to whom relief has
been aflbrded ; which statement shall form a part
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of the annual report of the proceedings of that
committee.

Kesolved, That John Hoof, of Alexandria, be
appointed treasurer of the fund for the relief of
tlie destitute widows and orphans of deceased
clergymen in this diocess.

Resolved, That it be the duty of the said treas-
urer to call upon delinquent subscribers by letter
for the amount that may be in arrear.

Resolved, That it be his duty to send by the
standing committee, to each Convention of this
diocess, the subscription books of the fund, for
the purpose of obtaining new subscriptions to the
same.

Resolved, further, That, at the meeting of every
Convention of this diocess, a sermon be preached
and a collection made for the beiielit of this fund,
and that the Right Rev. the Bishop do appoint the
clergyman who shall ofHciate on that occasion.

The said report and resolutions, being twice
read, were, upon the questions severally put
thereupon, approved by the Convention.
The Rev. Enoch M. Lowe, from the commit-

tee to whom the parochial reports were refer-

red, presented a report, which was read, as fol-

lows :

—

Norfolk, May 19, 1821.

The committee to whom was referred the pa-
rochial reports, respectfully submit the following
condensed view of the same.

In the Monumental Church, Richmond—the
congregation are steady in their attendance upon
divine worship. At the administration of the
Lord's Supper the greatest solemnity is preser-

ved, and some additional members generally ad-

ded. They are affectionate to their pastor, and the
greatest love and harmony prevail.

In the pnrish of St. Andrew's— there are com-
municants 150, baptisms 45, funerals 27. This
parish, within the last two years, has contributed
to the episcopal fund more than sufficient to re-

deem its pledge of .SSO per annum. The general
state of the church is improving, though notliing

worthy of special note exists.

In the parish of Bristol, Petersburg—there are
communicants 40, marriages 10, funerals 16, bap-
tisms 36. The minister of this parish states, that

for two years past considerable amendment has
taken place in regard to attendance on pubhc wor-
ship and the solemn duties of religion.

ITungar's parish, Northampton county. This
parish for many years has been in a gloomy and
unpromising state ; but the present minister re-

ports a favourable and signal change in its spirit-

ual interests. A large church has been repaired,

and Sunday Schools have been instituted. There
are baptisms 41, communicants 28, funerals 6,

1 marriage.
In St. James's parish, Mecklenburg—there are

communicants 35, marriages 2, baptisms 39, buri-

als 9. The minister is sorry that he cannot report

any numerical addition to the communicants in

the two congregations he has in charge. He is

hopeful, however, that an hicrease of spiritual life

and strength is manifested by those formerly enu-

merated. There has been collected for the bish-

op's fund $91 87J.
In the church in Fredericksburg—there are com-

municants 100, baptisms 13, deaths 6, marriages

11. Something has been done for the episcopal

fund, and it is hoped more will be done hereafter.

In Frederick parish, Winchester—there are com-
municants 35, baptisms 10, marriages 4, funerals

3, and one Sunday School.

In the Chapel congregation—communicants 55,

funerals 3, baptisms 10. The service well per-

formed, and the attendance of the members reg-
ular.

In St. George's parish, Accomack county

—

there are baptisms 24, marriages 2, funerals 16,
communicants 55, and 400 Sunday School schol-
ars.

In Norborne parish, Berkeley county— there are
baptisms 46, burials 8, marriages 3, communicants
100.

Christ Church, Norborne parish, Berkeley counfv
—communicants 50, baptisms 2, marriages 2. The
spiritual state of this church has not undergone a
material change since the last report. The peo-
ple are serious and attentive to the word of (iod,
and are regular in their attendance on public wor-
ship.

i\\ Hamilton parish—there are communicants
46, baptisms 10, marriages 9.

In this parish no remarkable change has taken
place since the last report.

In Augusta parish, Staunton—there are com-
municants 25, catechumens 15, marriages 12, bap-
tisms 33, funerals 7.

h\ Christ Church, Norfolk—there are commu-
nicants 160, catechumens 75, baptisms 27, mar-
riages 2, funerals 14. The prospects of this church
the minister states to be llattering. It enjoys in
a most signal manner the convening and sancti-
fying inrtuences ol the Holy Ghost; God in his
boundless mercy is daily adding to the church
such as, it is hoped, will be eternally saved.
The old congregation of PortBinouth parish

has been revived, and promises to become a flour-

ishing branch of our Zion.
In Bruton parish, Wilhamsburg—there are com-

municants 25, baptisms 4, funerals 2, 1 marriage.
In the parishes of Washington, Westmoreland

county, St. Anne and South Farnham, Essex coun-
ty, and some other parishes—there are baptisms
91, marriages 10, funerals 14, communicants 118,
Sunday Schools 9, and scholars 400.

In Christ Church, Fairfax parish, Alexandria

—

there are communicants 130, baptisms 50, Sunday
scholars 100. Though the minister of this church
has cause of sorrow in the death of several of the
pious and exemplary members of his charge, yet
his congregation continues to flourish, and to af-

ford increasing evidence of a growth in grace.
Since the last Convention, about 30 new meniberg
have been added to his communion,

In St. Paul's Church, Alexandria—there are
baptisms 48, marriages 15, funerals 28, communi-
cants 15, 2 deceased, 3 removed.

In the church on Richmund Hill, there are com-
municants 40. The minister states that the situa-

tion of this church is much improved since the last

Convention.
Enoch M. Lowe, Chairman.

The said report was, on the question put
thereupon, approved by the house.

The Rev. William H. VVilmer, from the com-
mittee on the state of the church, presented a

report, which was read, and, on motion, order-

ed to be laid upon the table.

On motion of Mr. Lee, the resolutions con-

cerning the fund for the support of the episco-

pate were taken up and considered, whereupon
the first resolution was, on the question put,

disagreed to by the Convention ; the second and

fourth resolutions were amended, and agreed to

as amended ; the third and lifih were agreed to

without amendment ; and the Convention con-

curred with the committee of the whole hoU89

in disagreeing to the sixth resolution,
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The said resolutions, as amended and appro-

ved, arc the following :
—

The committee to whom were referred the res-

olinions upon the subject of the permanent fund

for the support of the episcopate, have, accordmg

to order, had the same under consideration, and

have agreed upon the following resolutions, which

they beg leave to report :

—

1. Resolved, That the vestries or trustees of

each congregation in the respective parishes of

this diocess, do cause each adult person profes-

sing themselves to belong to or to be friendly to

the church, to be called on, and requested, each,

to pay the sum of not less than one dollar, to be

applied to the said fund.

2. Resolved, That the money which shall be re-

ceived by the vestries or trustees in pursuance of

the preceding resolution, be forthwith remitted to

the president of the standing committee of the

church, for that committee to invest it as hereto-

fore directed.

3. Resolved, That on or before the first day of

January next, and from time to time thereafter, re-

ports be made to the standing committee of the

proceedings under these resolutions.

4. Resolved, That an appropriate address from

the Convention on this subject be adopted and cir-

culated, with the preceding resolutions, among the

members of the church.

On motion of Mr. Ravenscroft, the following

additional resolution, being twice read, was, on

the question put thereupon, agreed to by the Con-
vention, viz. :—

5. Resolved, That, in those parts of the dio-

cess where there are no vestries or trustees, the

friends of the church be requested to give their aid

in effecting the object of these resolutions.

The proposed address of this Convention to

the members of the Protestant Episcopal

Church in this diocess being again read, was

approved unanimously, as follows :

—

To the Members of the Episcopal Church in the Di-

ocess of Virginia.

Bf.kr Fpiexds a'kt) Brethren;—
It has been the anxious wish of preceding

Conventions to relieve the bishop of this diocess

from ail parochial charge, so as to enable him to

visit frequently and in regular course each con-

gregation in the state. This measure has been
suggested as the most effectual that could be de-

vised for promoting the prosperity of religion

among the members of our communion. To this

end a fund has been created, under the sanciion of

the Convention, having for its object the accumu-
lation of an amount, the annual interest of which
may be sufficient for the support of the episco-

pate. Some efforts have been made to carry this

plan into effect ; but the attempt thus far has not

answered the expectations of its friends, and the

mode heretofore adojitcd for effecting if promises
at best only a distant prospect of success.

The present Convention, deeply sensible of the

magnitude and i<nportance of the object, beg leave

again to call your attention to this interesting sub-

ject. When the members of our church seriously

reflect upon the reality of religion, that it is em-
phatically the one thing needful, they will not, it

IS hoped, hesitate in giving their cheerful aid to all

reasonable means which may tend to the jiroino-

tion of this greatest of blessings. Tiiat tins sub-

ject has not been heretofore duly apjireciated by
the Episcopalians in general, is much to be feared.

It is in vain to profess our attachment to the

Christian religion, and our wish to see it flourish

among us ; words are not sufficient ; they are

cheap, and will not alone produce a lasting bene-

fit to any cause. It is only by actions, flowmg
from a Christian principle, that the sincerity ofour
professions can be tested. The Convention, in

the name and for the sake of that holy religion

which they most ardently desire to see extended
from heart to heart, from house to house, and
made the governing rule of all our conduct, do now
solicit the members of their communion to con-

tribute a small portion of those worldly goods

which it has pleased our Divine Father to bestow
on them, towards carr^'ing into full and immediate
effect the plan which has been adopted for placing

the head of the church in this diocess in a situa-

tion to be extensively useful in this holy cause.

They cherish the hope that this appeal to the pi-

ety and zeal of our members will not be in vain.

If the proposed plan is carried into execution, as

it can be where there are willing minds, " our ven-

erable bishop will be able to visit every part of the

diocess ; he will have it in his power to encourage
the desponding, rouse the thoughtless, give direc-

tion to the zeal and energy of the pious, and im-

press upon the whole a salutary impulse." The
waste places and desolations of Zion would here-
paired, and our decayed and forsaken churches
would be rebuilt, and rendered once more vocal

with praise. Let it never be forgotten, that all the

means and institutions of religion are calculated

and intended to improve our hearts, to purify our
affections, to place them on heavenly things,

and to subdue all the evil propensities of a de-

praved nature. The Convention, under a full

sense of their relation to the church, and of their

own awful responsibihty as to the manner they
discharge the solemn duties of their station, arc

constrained to remind their friends and brethren,

that every relation in which we stand to God, to

ourselves, to our dear families and friends, and to

society, demands from us all a fervent zeal and an
active effort to restore our church, endowed by
public veneration, supported by the purity of her
doctrines, the integrity and zeal of her ministers,

and the Christian toleration of all religious classes,

to her true character. With these feelings and
views do the members of this Convention most
earnestly entreat their brethren to reflect upon the

necessity of adopting the measure now submitted

to them, " and that they manifest their gratitude to

Almighty God, and their sense of the great im-

portance of his blessed revelation ; that they con-

sider the unspeakable reward they will receive

from that gracious Master to whom they belong,

whose goodness demands the warmest returns of

love, duty, and obedience ; and that they contrib-

ute, to the utmost in their power, to render this ac-

ceptable service to his cause."

On motion of Mr. Ravenscroft, The journal

of the proceedings, during the last year, of the

standing committee of the church in this diocess,

was read by the secretary.

On motion of the Rev. William Meade, sec-

onded by Mr. .\braham Shepherd,
Resolved, That the next Convention of cler-

ical and lay deputies for the diocess of Virginia

be holden at Charlottesville, in the county of

Albemarle.

On motion of the Rev. Edward C. McGuire,
Ordered, That the committee appointed to ex-

amine the account of the treasurer of the Com-
mon Prayer-Book and Tract Society be dis-

charged from that duty.

The Rev. William H. Wilmer laid before the
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Convention accounts of the management of the

fund for the support of the episcopate.

The said accounts were approved by the Con-
vention.

The sitting was then suspended, for the pur-

pose of attending divine service ; when the

service was read by the bishop, and a sermon
delivered by the Rev. Reuel Keith.

The sitting being resumed, the Rev. William
H. Wilmer presented a report from the mana-
gers of the Common Prayer-Book and Tract So-

ciety, wliich was read, as follows ;

—

The managers of the Prayer-Book and Tract
Society of Virginia report, That in consequence
of the establishment of auxiliary societies through-
out the diocess, the friends of the parent instilu-

tion have been so much abridged as to paralyze its

efforts. The annual collection usual at the meet-
ing of the Conventions was not made the last

year, and the managers have felt authorized, un-
der these circumstances, to solicit the contribution
clue from subscribers. Only a small amount of
money, therefore, has been received during the last

year. With this one hundred prayer-books have
been purchased, and three thousand tracts print-

ed. Twenty prayer-books and several hundred
tracts have been sent to the Female Auxiliary So-
ciety in Accomack, from which the sum of ten
dollars was received on the 10th instant. Twelve
prayer-books and an assortment of several hun-
dred tracts have been sent to Christ Church par-

ish, in Middlesex ; and such other distributions

have been made as the exigences and demands
have seemed to require. The remaining prayer-

books and tracts are now in Norfolk, at the dispo-

sal of the Convention.
Under the present circumstances, the mana-

gers submit it to the wisdom of the Convention,
whether it be better to dissolve the society, or

whether it be possible to incorporate with it the

subordinate societies, and thus to secure that har-

mony of sentiment and action which is essential

to the vigour and prosperity of such institutions.

William H. Wilmer, Chairman.

On motion, Ordered, That the said report be

laid upon the table.

The following resolutions were proposed by

the Rev. Benjamin Allen, viz. :

—

Resolved, That the existing Common Prayer-

Book and Tract Society be extended to the pro-

motion of Christian knowledge in general, the

funds to be apportioned among the respective

means made use of, as the managers may deter-

mine.

Resolved, That it be recommended to the

friends of the church, in the different sections of

the diocess, to organize branches auxiliary to

this society, which branches, after supplying

their respective districts, shall throw their sur-

plus funds into the treasury of this society.

Resolved, That the officers of all such aux-

iliaries shall be ex-ojjkio managers of this so-

ciety.

Resolved, That each member of this society

be entitled to two prayer-books and ten tracts

per annum.
On motion of Mr. Meade,
Resolved, That the further consideration of

the said resolutions be indetinilcly postponed.

On motion, Ordered, That Mr. AUinand have

leave of absence from this Convention for the

remainder of its session.

The report of the committee on the state of

the church was, on motion, taken up, and again
read, as follows :

—

The committee on the state of the church,
taking into consideration tiie deficient condition
of the diocess as respects the means of theologi-

cal instruction, and the importaneo of retaining
among ourselves, for education, those young men
who may be disposed to devote themselves to the
sacred office of the ministry, recommend to this

Convention the establishment of a theological

school in Williamsburg; it being understood that

the society of the college in that place is willing

that such a step should be taken, and that the
faculty have generously offered to afford gratui-

tously, to all bona fide students of theology, a
course of lectures for the support of such scbool.

It is therefore recommended, that a board of

'rustees, consisting of the following clergymen
and laymen, to wit :—the Right Rev. Bishop
Moore,' the Rev. John S. Ravenscjtoft, the Rev.
William H. Wilmer, the Rev. William Meade,
the Rev. Reuel Keith, and Dr. Augustine Smith,
the Hon. Burwell Bassett, the Hon. Bushrod
Washington, Colonel Hugh Mercer, and William
Mayo, Esq., any three of whom shall constitute

a quorum, be appointed to adopt the most efficient

means for establishing the same, by raising funds

and selecting one or more professors ; the pro-

ceedings of which board shall be subject to the

decision of the next Convention.

It is also recommended, that the Board of

Trustees enter into a correspondence with the

standing committees of the diocesses of Maryland
and North Carolina, in order to ascertain whether

the members of our church in those states are dis-

posed to co-operate with us in this unportant

measure.
In recommending these resolutions, the com-

mittee think proper to declare, that they do not

intend any opposition to the General Seminary
estabhshed by the General Convention. On the

contrary, we cordially desire to see the prosperity

of an institution so vitally connected as that is

with the reputation and interest of our church.

But as there are peculiar circumstances which
render it necessary to cherish a seminary in the

southern district, we consider the duty of attempt-

ing it as coming within the scope of the resolution

made by the House of Bishops, which declares its

intention " not to interfere with any planr now
contemplated or that may be hereafter contempla
ted in any diocess or diocesses for Ihe establish-

ment of theological institutions or professorships."

Therefore, Resolved, That Mr. John Nelson,

jr., delegate from St. James's parish, Mecklen-

burg county, be appointed to solicit subscriptions

throughout tbe diocess for the above purpose.

Resolved further. That the board of trustees

be authorized, in case of death or resignation of

the above collector, to appoint another for the

said purpose, and generally to give such instruc-

tions and directions as shall, in their judgment, be

proper.

The said resolutions and preamble thereto

being twice read, were, on questions severally

put thereupon, agreed to by the Convention.

A motion was made by the Rev. Benjamin

B. Smith, that the following resolution be

adopted :

—

Resolved, That in amendment of the last

clause of the lOth canon of the church m this



150 CONVENTION OF 1S21.

state, the words, " within three years," be in-

serted after the words, "at any time."

And the question being put thereupon, was

determined in the negative.

The Convention proceeded to the election,

by ballot, of a standmg committee of the

church in this diocess for the ensuing year
;

whereupon the following gentlemen were duly

elected, viz. : the Rev. William H. Wilmer,

John Dunn, Oliver Norris, the Hon. Bush-

rod Washington, Edmund J. Lee, and George

Taylor, Esqrs.

The Convention also proceeded, in like man-

ner, to the election of eight delegates to repre-

sent this diocess in the next General Conven-

tion of the Proiestant Episcopal Church of the

United States ; whereupon the following gen-

tlemen were duly elected, viz. : the Rev. W'^ill-

iam H. Wilmer, John S. Ravenscroft, William

Meade, Simon Wilmer, Philip Nelson, Will-

iam Mayo, Hugh Mercer, and Edmund J. Lee,

Esqrs.

On motion of Mr. Lowe,
Resolved, That the treasurer be directed to

pay to each of the delegates to the General

Convention the sum of fifty dollars, to defray

their expenses.

The bishop delivered his pastoral address on
the state of the church ; which being heard,

On motion of the Rev. Enoch M. Lowe,
seconded by the Rev. John Reynolds,

Resolved, That the thanks of this Conven-
tion be presented to the Right Rev. Richard C.

Moore, D. D., bishop of this diocess, for his

aflectionate and evangelical pastoral address,

and that he be requested to furnish a copy
thereof for insertion in the Journal.

The said address was as follows :

—

brethren,—Another year has revolved since we
last assembled in Convention, to deliberate upon
the affairs of the church, and to take sweet coun-
sel together. An account of the discharge of our
clerical duties since that period has been recorded
in Heaven ; may that record bear witness to our
lidelity to God, and to our watchfulness over our
respective flock.s.

Tlie advances of our communion have been
6uch>as to call for our gratitude to Heaven. The
clergy continue to manifest their zeal in the cause
of religion, and their attachment to the principles

of the church. Their best efforts have been used
in the discharge of their ministerial duties, and
there appears to exist among them the strongest
di.snosition to fulfil their sacred obligations. To
make the least discrimination in the expression of
my confidence in their integrity would be painful
to my heart, at a time in which I have reason to
believe that the utmost energies of all have been
exerted in promoting the prosperity of our Zion.

Fettered as I am with the weight of a parish, in

addition to that which comelh upon me daily, the
care of all the churches, it is impossible to make
those exertions which could be effected with ease
were I released from parochial obhgations. The
necessity of administering to the wants of my
congregation in Richmond, renders my pastoral
vi.sits to the churches too much hurried. It pre-
vents me from improving them to the liest advan-
tag(% and preciudes the possibility of acquiring
thai knowledge of the members of our connexion
so indispeusably necessary. Instead of passing a

few days in each parish, and forming an intimate

acquaintance with the individuals of the different

congregations, I appear among them, not as the

spiritual father of the whole family, but as a
stranger, and am obliged to pass with such rapid-

ity from one place to another, that 1 am only
known to a majority of the people of my charge
in my official character.

The Convention of the church in this diocess,

alive to these considerations, have pressed, with
great wisdom and energy, the subject of an inde-

pendent support for the episcopate. As the emoltf-

ments arising from the source to which I allude

would never equal the amount of my present

living, I cannot be charged with indelicacy in

urging the principle as a matter of primary im-
portance. If the wealthy members of the church
would contribute but a small portion of their

worldly goods to this object, it could he ctfected

with the greatest ease ; the claims of the whole
diocess would then be equally imperative upon
the bishop ; he would have ii in his power to

travel as far and wide as the circumstances of the

church would require, and would discharge the

duties appertaining to his appointment as the chief

pastor of the flock. Should I not live to address

you again upon a conventional occasion, I must
entreat you to bear in mind, that 1 consider the

subject of a support for the episcopate as a matter
of leading imiiorlance, and earnestly supplicate

you to make that provision for my successor con-

templated and embraced in the above remarks.
Since the last Convention, I have preached and

admini.stered the Lord's Supper in the county of

Chesterfield. I have visited IMnwiddie, and offi-

ciated in the chr.rch once filled by that pious ser-

vant of God, the Rev. Devereaux Jarratt, and also

twice in the town of Petersburg. In October I

made an excursion into the upper country, visited

the county of Orange, but was prevented from
officiating by the inclemency of the weather. I

crossed the Blue Ridge, and visited Staunton in

the county of Augusta, in which place 1 preached
twice, to large and overflowing congregations,

and confirmed eighteen persons. The church in

Staunton appears to be in a flourishing condition,

and is blessed with the faithful services of the
Rev. Mr. Stephens. After leaving Staunton, I

again crossed the Blue Ridge, and, agreeably to

appointment, met several of the clergy in Char-
lottesville. On Sunday morning I preached to a
very large congregation, and, in connexion with
the clergy who were present, administered the
Lord's Supper. On Monday 1 rode to the Green
Mountain, upon which day I read prayers, and
Mr. Meade preached; and on Tuesday Mr. Wy-
down read prayers, and I preached and adminis-
tered the Lord's Supper to a number of devout
comnuinicants. From the (ireen Mountain I re-
paireil to Mr. Hugh Nelson's, and on Wednesday
preached and administered the Lord's Supper in
Walker's church, and admitted the Rev. Mr. Mar-
shall, of Culpepper, to the holy order of the priest-
hood.

In November I left home on a visit to the Nor-
thern Neck of Virginia, and on the 15th of the
month preached twice in Fredericksburg. I then
passed on to Port Royal on the 16th, in which
place I read prayers and preached. On the 17th
I read prayers and preached at Vauter's church,
in the county of Essex. On the 18th I rode to
Rappahannock, and read ))rayers and preached

;

I ihen crossed the Rap|ia!iaiiiiock river, and on the
19th I read prayers and preached at Richmond
courthouse. On the 20th I read prayers and
preached at White Chapel church. On the 21st
I read prayers and preached at Lancaster court-
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house. On the 22d I read prayers and preached
in Christ Church, Lancaster county, and in the
evening lectured at Mr. Arniistead Currie's. On
the 23d I rode to Northumberland, and officiateil

in Wicotnico chiu-ch. On the 25th 1 read pray-
ers and preached in the courthouse in Northum-
berland. On the 26th 1 olliciated in the church
at Mattox Bridge, Westmoreland county, and also

admmistered the Lord's Supper. On the 27th I

rode to Kmg George courthouse, and there offi-

ciated. On the 28th I read prayers and preached
in the old church in King George county ; I then
rode to Port Conway, and lectured the same even-
ing at the house of Mr. Turner. On the 29th I

crossed the Rappahannock to Port Royal, in

which place I performed the funeral service, and
then bent my course towards Richmond. On this

tour, I rotie in 18 days 360 miles, and officiated 17

times.

I have been this month in Mecklenburg county,
and preached and administered the Lord's Supper,
in Mr. Ravenscroft's parish, to a large and atten-

tive assembly. I have also visited the county of

Halifax, and preached in the church near the
courthouse, to an attentive congregation, under
the care of the Rev. .Mr. Wingtield.

Thus, brethren, have I endeavoured to fulfil the
important duties intrusted to my care ; and it is

with pleasure I inform you, that I discover, in

every district I visit, the strongest attachment to

the church. In the Northern Neck of Virginia in

particular, I observed such striking evidences of
the afl'ection of the people to the church of their

fathers, as has deeply affected my heart. In that

region, occupying a space of more than one hun-
dred miles, they have not one clergyman of the

church to officiate regularly among them in their

churches. They appear to be an affectionate peo-
ple, and I have no question would render the life

of a virtuous clergyman happy who would reside

among them. Were I a young man, I should not
hesitate to throw myself into their arms, and ad-
minister to their spiritual necessities. Accept,
my beloved brethren, every expression of my pas-
toral regard, and may the Lord be with you all.

On motion of Mr. Lowe,
Resolved, That the thanks of this Conven-

tion be presented to the secretary for his servi-

ces, and that his traveUing expenses be paid out

of the contingent fund.

On motion of the Rev. William H. Wilmer,
Resolved, That the thanks of this Conven-

tion be presented to the inhabitants of the

borough of Norfolk, for their kindness and hos-

pitality manifested to its members during its

present session.

On motion of the Rev. Simon Wilmer,
Ordered, That 750 copies of the Journal of

proceedings of this Convention be printed, and
distributed under the superintendence of the

bishop and secretary.

And then the Convention adjourned, to meet
again at Charlottesville, on the third Thursday
in May next.

RicH.vRD Channing Moore,
Bishop of the Protestant Episcopal

Church of Virginia.

Teste, William Munford, Secretary,

Journal of the proceedings of a Convention of the Protestant Episcopal Church of Virginia, which

assembled at Charlottesville, on Thursday, the I6th of May, 1822.

The Convention met, and was opened with

divine service by the Right Rev. Bishop Moore,

and a sermon by the Rev. Edward C. M'Guire.

The Right Rev. Bishop Moore took the chair

as president of the Convention ; and it appear-

ing that Mr. Wm. Munford, the secretary of

the Convention, was absent,

Ordered, That Edw. Colston act as secretary

pro tempore.

Ordered, That the Rev. George Lemon,
Mr. Philip Nelson, and Mr. Edmund J. Lee, be

a committee to examine the certificates of the

appointments of lay deputies.

The Rev. Mr. Lemon, from the committee
appointed to examine the certificates of lay

deputies, made the following report, viz. ; The
committee appointed to examine the credentials

of lay deputies have examined the same, and

report, that the following persons appear to be

duly elected, viz. :

John Campbell, Washington parish, West-
moreland county ; Hugh Nelson, Fredericks-

ville parish, Albemarle county ; Dr. F. Carr

and Tucker Coles, St. Anne's parish, Albemarle
;

William Huntington, Henrico church, Rich-

mond city ; Hugh Mercer, St. George's parish,

Fredericksburg ; Wm. M. Thompson, St. Ste-

phen's church, Culpepper; John Nelson, jr.,

St. James's parish, Mecklenburg ; Edward Col-

ston, Norborne parish, Berkeley ; William G.

Stuart, St. Paul's parish. King George; Ed-

ward Valentine, jr., Augusta parish, Augusta;

Abraham Shepherd, St. Andrew's parish, Jef-

ferson ; Obed Waite and Philip Nelson, Fred-

erick parish, Frederick ; Francis Nelson, St.

Martin's parish, Hanover ; Robert Randolph,

Hamilton parish, Fauquier ; Thomas L. Latane,

South Farnham parish, Essex ; John Gilliam,

Bristol parish, Petersburg ; Robert P. Waring,

St. Anne's parish, Essex; E. J. Lee, Christ

Church, Fairfax parish, Alexandria ; William

Mayo, Monumental Church, Richmond city

;

Alexander Gait, Christ Church, Norfolk bor-

ough.

They further report, that the paper purport-

ing to be the credential of the appointment of a

lay delegate from Mill Creek Church, Berkeley,

is not in due form, and that the said delegate is

not entitled to a seat in this Convention
;

whereupon it was, on motion of Mr. Hugh
Nelson,

Ordered, That the said report do lie upon
the table.

The following clerical deputies appeared and

took their seats in the Conventioii, viz. :

—

The Rev. Wm. H. Wilmer, St. Paul's

Church, Alexandria ; the Rev. Oliver Norris,

Christ Church, Fairfax parish, Alexandria ; the

Rev. William Meade, Chapel, Frederick coun-

ty ; the Rev. John S. Ravenscroft, St. James's

Church, Mecklenburg ; the Rev. George Le-

mon, Hainilton parish, Fauquier ; the Rev.
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Edward C. M'Guire, St. George's parish, Fred-

ericksburg ; the Kev. M'llham Steel, Dettmgen
and Leeds parishes. Prince William ; the Kev.

John Reynolds, St. Anne's parish, Essex ; the

Rev. Daniel Stephens, Augusta parish, Staun-

ton ; the Rev. Fred. Hatch, Fredericksville

parish, Albemarle ; the Rev. Rich. H. Barnes,

St. Martin's parish, Hanover ; the Rev. Reuel

Keith, Bruton parish, Williamsburg ; the Rev.

Edward R. Lippit, Norborne parish, Berkeley
;

the Rev. William Crawford, Trinity parish,

Louisa ; the Rev. John J. Robinson, Frederick

parish, and Grace Church, Norborne parish,

Berkeley ; the Rev. Benj. B. Smith, St. An-
drew's parish, Jefferson ; the Rev. William H.
Hart, Church on Richmond Hill ; the Rev.

Herbert Marshall, St. Stephen's parish, Cul-

pepper ; the Rev. John Dunn, Shelburne parish,

Loudoun ; the Rev. Andrew Syrne, Bristol

parish, Petersburg ; the Rev. John H. Wing-
tield, Portsmouth parish, Norfolk county ; and
the Rev. Josias Claphain, St. Paul's parish.

King George, and Washington parish, West-
moreland.

Ordered, That the Rev. William H. Wilmer,
the Rev. John S. Ravenscroft, the Rev. William
Meade, the Rev. Oliver Norris, and Messrs.
W'illiam Mayo, Robert Randolph, and Hugh
Nelson, be a committee to take into consider-
ation the state of the church in this diocess.

Ordered, That Messrs. Hugh Mercer, Abra-
ham Shepherd, Obed Waite, and Francis Nel-
son, be a committee to examine the treasurer's

account.

Ordered, That the Rev. John Dunn, the
Rev. Daniel Stephens, Messrs. John Nelson,
jr., and Robert P. Waring, be a committee to

examine the account of the treasurer of the
Common Prayer-Book and Tract Society of
the Diocess of Virginia.

Ordered, That the Rev. Reuel Keith, the
Rev. Fred. Hatch, Messrs. E. J. Lee, and John
Campbell, be a committee to examine and
report on the present state of the Widows'
Fund.

Ordered, That the Rev. George Lemon,
Messrs. Philip Nelson, and Edward Valentine,
jr., be a committee to examine the parochial
reports.

Ordered, That the Rev. John S. Ravenscroft,
Messrs. Hugh Nelson, and Abraham Shepherd,
be a committee to examine the accounts of the
trustees of the Episcopal Fund.

Ordered, On motion of the Rev. George
Lemon, that the Rev. Mr. Mann, a clergyman
from the diocess of Maryland, attending this

Convention, be invited to an honorary seat
therein.

On motion of the Rev. John S. Ravenscroft,
the following rules were read and adopted, for

regulating the proceedings of this Convention,
viz. :

—

1st. The business of every day shall be
introduced with the morning service of the
church.

2d. Wlien the president takes the chair, no
member shall continue standing, or shall after-
ward stand up, excef)t to address the chair.

3d. No member shall absent himself from tli«

service of the hoiise unless he have leave, or

be unable to attend.

4th. When any member is about to speak in

debate, or deliver any matter to the house, he
shall, with due respect, address himself to the

president, confining himself strictly to the point

in debate.

5th. No member shall speak more than twice

in the same debate, without leave of the house.

6th. A question being once determined, shall

stand as the judgment of the house, and shall

not be again drawn into debate during the same
session, unless with the consent of two thirds of

the house.

7th. While the president is putting any ques-

tion, the members shall continue in their seats,

and shall not hold any private discourse.

8th. Every member who shall be in the

house when any question is put, shall, on a

division, be counted, unless he be personally

interested in the decision.

9th. No motion shall be considered as before

the house unless it be seconded, and, when re-

quired, reduced to writing.

10th. W^hen any question is before the house,

it shall be determined upon before any new
thing is introduced, except the question of ad-

journment.

11th. The question on a motion of adjourn-

ment shall be taken before any other, and with-

out debate.

12th. When the house is about to rise, every

member shall keep his seat until the president

shall leave the chair.

It appearing that Mr. Wm. Munford, the

treasurer of this Convention, is not present, on
motion of the Rev. Mr. Meade,

Ordered, That Mr. Hugh Mercer be ap-

pointed to receive and account for, to the treas-

urer, the contributions of the several parishes to

the Contingent Fund ; whereupon, the follow-

ing payments were made, viz. :

—

By Mr. John Campbell, Washington parish,

Westmoreland county, - - $30
Dr. F. Carr, St. Anne's parish, Albe-

marle, 30
Mr.WilliamHuntington,Henrico Church,

Richmond city, - . - .15
Hugh Mercer, St. George's parish, Fred-

ericksburg, - - - - - 30
William M. Thompson, St. Stephen's i

and St. Mark's Churches, Culpep- > 40
per, $20 each, - - - S

John Nelson, jr., St. James's parish,

Mecklenburg, - - - - 30
Edward Colston, Norborne parish, Berke-

ley, 30
W. G. Stuart, St. Paul's parish, King

George, - - - - - 30
Edward Valentine, jr., Augusta parish,

Augusta, - . . . 10
Abraham Shepherd, St. Andrew's parish,

Jefferson, - - - - - 30
Obed Waite and Philip Nelson, Fred-

erick parish, Frederick, - - 30

Amount carried forward. $305
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Amount brought forward, $305
By Francis Nelson, St. Martin's parish,

Hanover, - - - - - 20
Robt. Randolph, Hamilton parish, Fau-

quier, ------ 30
T. L. Latane, South Farnham parish,

Essex, 20
The Rev. Andrew Syme, Bristol parish,

Petersburg, - - - - - 30
Mr. Robert P. Waring, St. Anne's parish,

Essex, ------ 30
Edmund J. Lee, Christ's Church, Fair-

fax parish, Alexandria, - - - 30
William Mayo, Monvunental Church,
Richmond city, - - - - 30

A. Gait, Christ's Church, Norfolk bor-

ough, 30
The Rev. Mr. Steel, Dettingen and

Leeds parishes, Prince William, - 13

Mr. Dunn, Shelburne parish, Loudoun, - 30
Mr. Wilmer, St. Paul's Church, Alex-

andria, ------ 30
Mr. Hatch, Fredericksville parish, Albe-

marle, ------ 30
Mr. Wingfield, Portsmouth parish, Nor-

folk county, - - - - - 30

$658
The Rev. Mr. Ravenscroft, from the committee

to examine the account of the trustees of the Epis-

copal Fund, made the following report, viz. :

—

The committee appointed to examine the ac-

count of the trustees of the Bishops' Fund, re-

port, That the account presented is truly stated,

by which it appears, that the money paid in has

been vested m bank-stock ; thirty-three shares

in the Farmers' Bank of Alexandria, amounting
to SI,650, and six shares in the Bank of Alex-

andria, amounting to $1,200, making an aggre-

gate of $2,850 ; and that there is a balance in

the hands of the trustees of $5 16, which they

have carried to the new account : all which will

more fully appear by referring to the account of

Richard M. Scott, President of the Farmers'

Bank of Alexandria, herewith filed. And the

said report, being read, was approved by the

Convention.

On motion of the Rev. Reuel Keith, the

Convention adjourned until to-morrow morn-
ing, 9 o'clock,

Friday, May 17, 1822.

The Convention met according to adjourn-

ment, and morning prayer was read by the

Right Rev. Bishop Moore.

The Rev. Mr. Dunn, from the committee to

examme the account of the treasurer of the

Prayer-Book and Tract Society, made the fol-

lowing report, viz. : The committee to whom
were referred the accounts of the treasurer of

the Prayer-Book and Tract Society, have per-

formed that duty, and report, that it appears by
the accounts and documents rendered (all of

which are correct), that there is a balance due
the treasurer of $40 86, which is respectfully

submitted.

Which report, with the accompanying docu-
naents, was laid upon the table.

Mr. Hugh Mercer, from the committee to ex-

amine the treasurer's account, made the follow-

ing report, viz. : The committee to whom was
referred the treasurer's account have, accord-

ing to order, had the same under consideration
;

they find the account properly stated, and sup-
ported by correi t vouchers, leaving a balance in

favour of the church, on the 16th instant, of.

$47 88, in the treasurer's hands. The account,

with the accompanying documents, the commit-
tee ask leave respectfully to submit to the

house. Which report was received by the

Convention, and, on motion of Mr. William
Mayo,

Ordered, That the same, with the accom-
panying documents, lie upon the table.

The Rev. Reuel Keith, from the committee
to whom was referred the examination of the

accounts of the treasurer of the Widows' Fund,
made the following report, viz. : The commit-
tee to whom was referred the subject of ex-

amining the accounts of the treasurer of the

fund for the relief of the widows and orphans

of deceased clergymen of the Episcopal Church
of Virginia, report, that they have, according to

order, had the same under consideration, and
find, that there is now in the hands of the treas-

urer $3,709 83, in three per cent, and six per

cent, stock of the United States, and in the

Farmers' Bank of Alexandria, which last stock

yields six per cent. : there is in the hands of the

treasurer $6 94 ; all of which will more fully

appear by the account of the treasurer herewith

filed.

On motion of Mr. John Campbell,

Ordered, That the said report be recommitted
to the committee which brought it in.

The Rev. Mr. Wilmer, from the trustees of the
Theological School, reported as follows, viz. :—

A

committee was appointed to draught an address to

the members and friends of the church, which
was printed, and circulated very generally through-
out the diocess. A correspondence was entered
into with thediocessesof Maryland and North
Carolina, which resulted in some difference of

opinion as to the usefiilness of the contemplated
school, and its location at Williamsburg, by the
diocess of Maryland ; but was deferred, as to any
definitive step, until the meeting of their Conven-
tion in the present year. From the State of North
CaroUna, no reply whatever has been received.

Mr. John Nelson, jr., who was appointed to so-

licit subscriptions throughout the diocess, has in^

dustriously prosecuted the object committed to

him, and met with success beyond the most san-

guine expectations of the trustees and friends of

the measure, as will more fully appear by the an-

nexed statement of the amount obtained in the

different places he was able to visit personally,

viz. :

—

In Fredericksburg, $1,062 00
" Alexandria, 770 GO
" Berkeley county, 150 00
" Frederick, 1,185 00
" Jefferson, 515 33
" Norfolk and Portsmouth, . . . 1,334 00
" Petersburg, 454 GO
" Richmond 1,920 00
" Mecklenburg county, 2,025 00
" Scattering, 853 00

$10,268 33
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Making an amount of S10,268 33, the existing

Btate of which is shown by the account thereof

rendered by the agent, and hereto annexed. In

presenting this report to the Convention, the

trustees cannot refrain from felicitating the friends

of the church on the favour manifested towards
this very important measure by the people at

large, and from expressing their sangviine hope,
that the future applications which will continue
to be made will enable them, at an early day, to

put in operation so desirable an institution. The
delay of another year, however, is inevitable, be-
cause the subscriptions were taken payable in

three in.stalments, the first of which has only be-
come due ; a measure judged prudent from the
very depressed state of the country in its money
concerns.

They further report the following constitution,
viz. :

—

1. The board of trustees of the Theological
School of the diocess of Virginia shall consist of
the bishop of the diocess and thirteen members,
to be chosen by the Convention of the church,
who shall continue in office during good beha-
fiour.

2. The bishop of the diocess shall be, ex-officio,

president of the board.

3. The board shall appoint its own vice-presi-

dent, treasurer, and secretary.

4. It shall be the duty of the board to take
proper steps to collect the money already sub-
scribed, and to obtain additional funds in aid of
the institution.

5. There shall be an annual meeting of the
board of trustees on the day previous to the meet-
ing of the Convention, and at the place appointed
for the same.

6. Special meetings of the board shall be called
by the bishop, on the application of any three
trustees, at such places as the bishop shall ap-
point, due notice of which shall be given.

7. At all meetings of the board, whether gener-
al or special, eight members shall be necessary to
constitute a quorum.

8. A majority of the trustees present shall be
necessary to determine any measure, question, or
business before them.

9. Vacancies occurring in the board shall be
supplied by the vote of the Convention at their
annual meetings.

10. The funds of the Theological School shall be
under the management of the trustees (who shall
report annually to the Convention a full stale
of the same), and be subject, in the disposition of
the same, to the control and direction of that
body.

11. The management of the institution shall be
vested in the board of trustees, who shall have
power to choose a professor or professors, and to
prescribe a course of study agreeably to the can-
ons of the church, and in general to make rules
and regulations for the government and good man-
agement of the institution.

12. The board of trustees shall keep a regular
record of tlu-ir procecilings, and report the same
regularly to the annual meetings of the Conven-
tion.

13. This constitution, or any article thereof,
shall not be altered or amended, unless by a vote
of two thirds of the Convention.

On motion of Mr. Hugh Nelson, the words,
" who shall continue in office during' crood be-
haviour," in the first article, were struck out,
and the other articles, having been .severally

considered by the Convention, were adopted

;

wherfiupon.

Ordered, That the said constitution, as amend-
ed, be adopted as the constitution of the Theo-
logical School of the diocess of Virginia.

The Convention adjourned for divine service.

Morning service was read by the Rev. Mr.
Wingfield, and a sermon by the Rev. Mr. Ra-
venscroft.

The Convention met according to adjourn-

ment ; and, on motion of the Rev. Mr. Hatch,
was further adjourned until five o'clock.

The Convention met at five o'clock.

Ordered, That the Convention do now pro-

ceed to the election of deputies to the General
Convention.

Ordered, That Mr. Edmund J. Lee and Ed-
ward Colston be a committee to count the bal-

lots.

Mr. Colston, from the committee to count the

ballots, made the following report :—The com-
mittee appointed to count the ballots for the

election of deputies to the General Convention,

have, according to order, performed that duty,

and report. That there were forty ballots taken,

of which the following gentlemen have a ma-
jority, viz. :—the Rev. William H. Wilmer, the

Rev. John S. Ravenscroft, the Rev. William
Meade, Mr. Hugh Mercer, Mr. Edmund J. Lee,

Mr. William Mayo, and Mr. Philip Nelson,

who are therefore elected; but that no other

person had a majority of the whole number of

ballots given ; whereupon,

Ordered, That the Convention now proceed

to the election of one clerical deputy, to supply

the deficiency of clerical delegates to represent

this diocess in the General Convention ; and

the same committee being appointed to count

the ballots, reported, that the Rev. Edward C.

M'Guire has a majority of the whole number of

ballots, and is duly elected.

Ordered, That the Convention now proceed

to elect members of the standing committee for

this diocess, and that the Rev. John S. Ravens-

croft and the Rev. Mr. Wingfield be a commit-

tee to count the ballots.

The Rev. Mr. Ravenscroft, from the com-
mittee appointed to count the ballots for mem-
bers of the standing committee of this diocess,

made the following report :—The committee

appointed to count the ballots for the election

of the members of the standing committee, have,

according to order, performed that duty, and

find that the Rev. William H. Wilmer, the

Rev. Oliver Norris, the Rev. John Dunn, the

Hon. Bushrod Washington, Mr. Edmund J.

Lee, and Mr. George Taylor, are duly elected.

On motion of Mr. Edmund J. I^ce,

Resolved, That the next meeting of the Con-
vention of the Protestant Episcopal Church for

the Diocess of Virginia shall be held on the

second Tuesday in May next, at Leesburg, in

the county of Loudoun.
Mr. Campbell, from the committee to whom

was recommitted the report concerning the

Widows' Fund, made the following additional

report :—The committee further report, that, du-

ring the present session of the Convention, the

bishop has delivered to one of the committee

the note of Robert Andrews, executor of Robert
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Andrews, deceased, for eight hundred dollars

;

also, a check from the Bank of Virginia upon the

Bank of Washington, for $268 90 ; making the

whole fund 84,783 67.

On motion of Mr. Campbell,

Ordered, That the report, with the accompa-

nying documents, lie upon the table.

On motion of the Rev. Mr. Hatch,

The Convention adjourned until to-morrow

morning, at 9 o'clock.

Saturday, May 18, 1822.

The Convention met according to adjourn-

ment, and morning prayers were read by the

bishop.

The Rev. Mr. Lemon, from the committee to

whom were referred the parochial reports, made
the following report, viz. :—The conunittee on the

subject of the purochiol reports beg leave to pre-

sent the following condensed statement of the re-

ports that have been submitted to them.
The Monumental Church, Richmond. The

number of cominunicants in this church has in-

creased since the last meeting of the Convention.

A Tuesday lecture has been established by the

rector, whicii bids fair to be productive of the

greatest advantages ; and the congregation are reg-

ular in their attendance upon publir worship.

The report of St. Stephen's parish, Culpepper,
for two years, states the number of baptisms 8

—

marriages 3—deaths 12—communicants added 2.

St. Andrew's parish, Jefferson county. Bap-
tisms 20, 3 of them black children—marriages 6

—

deaths 14—to the cominunicants no additions.

St. Martin's parish, Hanover. The congrega-

tions in this parish are increasing in numbers and

piety. Communicants 46—baptisms 13—funerals

5—marriages 5.

Hamilton parish, Fauquier. The congregations

in this parish have increased in numbers, and, it is

hoped, in serious attention to the truths of the

gospel, during the last year. The cominunicants

also have increased in number, and, it is believed,

of such as are truly converted from sin to God.
Their number is about 50.

The Episcopal Church in Fredericksburg. This
church continues to enjoy the fostering smiles of

God the Saviour. The congregation is large and
increasing, and growing in devotion to the cause

of God. Communicants upwards of 100—baptisms

23—funerals 16.

St. James's Church, Leesburg, Slielbume par-

ish, Loudoun county. Communicants about 35

(the number having been lessened by deaths and
removals)—one communicant lately added—bap-

tisms 62—marriages 10—burials 3.

St. Mark's parish, Culpepper. Communicants
about 40; some have died, some removed, and
some been added, within the last two years ; mar-
riages 7—baptisms 28, one of which was an adult
•—funerals 5.

St. Paul's parish. King George, and Washington
parish, Westmoreland. Cominunicants 40—bap-

tisms 25—catechumens 26—funerals 4. The min-
ister of these parishe^s has had charge of them
only from the first of January last. The congrega-

tions arc regular in their attendance upon divine

worship.
Christ Church, Norfolk borough. Communi-

cants 182—catechumens 80— baptisms 41— funer-

als 20—marriages 7. The church has been com-
pletely repaired since the injury received in Sep-

tember last, and much improved and beautified.

A gradual but steady work of grace has for some
fauoe been going on in the congregation of this

church, and its fruits have been an addition of
about 20 members to our communion witliin the
last year.

The church in Frederick county. Communicants
77—baptisms 14, of whom 2 were blacks—marria-
ges 3—deaths 3—Sunday Schools 3. Among the
deaths, it is a mournful duty to report that of the
Rev. Alexander Balmain, late rector of the said

church, June, 1821, in the 80th year of his age.

Christ Church, Alexandria, Fairfax parish. The
state of this congregation has undergone no ma-
terial change since the last report.

Portsmouth parish. 1 marriage—baptisms 6

—

communicants 10. The report from this parish is

highly favourable, both as respects the spiritual

and temporal condition of the church.
Fredencksville and -St. Anne's parishes. The

rector laments that he cannot report these parish-

es as in a highly prosperous religious state ; but,

amid much to deplore, there are grounds for

thankfulness and hope. There seems to be an in-

creased attention to religion ; and occasionally

some new professor is enrolled under the heaven-
ly banner. One of the edifices of worship has re-

cently been repaired, by the exertions of a few re-

spectable individuals. Communicants about 35,

of which number 10 have been added since the

present rector took charge of these parishes

—

marriages 38—funerals 12.

Norborne parish, Berkeley county. Communi-
cants 100—baptisms 11—marriages 3—burials 5.

There are at present in this parish four places of

stated preaching, at all of which there are respect-

able and attentive congregations. The prospects

of the church in this parish are, upon the whole,
encouraging.

St. Anne and South Famham parishes, Essex.
The state of these parishes is much the same as

reported last year ; a few communicants have
been added, and religious influence has in some
degree increased among the members. Baptisms
44—marriages 5—deaths 7—communicants 80

—

Sunday Schools 7—Sunday scholars 400.

Augusta parish. The state of this parish is

nearly the same as at the last report. The rector

has nothing very interesting to communicate ; but,

taking all circumstances together, thinks the pros-

perity of the church is advancing. Marriages 10

—baptisms 11—funerals 3—communicants 25.

St. Paul's Church, Alexandria. The rector re-

ports, that the affairs of the church are in an im-
proving condition. The congregation are regular

and devout in their attendance upon public wor-
ship, and, it is hoped, are increasing in piety and
attachment to the principles of the church, as well

as in numbers. There is a Sunday School at-

tached to the church, in which upwards of 100

children are instructed in the rudiments of knowl-
edge, and in the Bible and liturgy. A Female
Society has been formed, for the purpose of teach-

ing female children to sew, knit, &c. ; of supply-

ing the most indigent among them with clothes,

and, in general, of cultivating in them the princi-

ples and habits of knowledge, industry, and vir

tue. Cominunicants about ICO—baptisms, inclu

ding 8 adults, 69—marriages 19—funerals 10.

Henrico Church, Richmond Hill. The congre-

gation has much increased in numbers within the

past year, and its present prospects are highly flat-

tering to all concerned. Marriages 7—baptisms
10. Several additions have been made to the

number of communicants; but, through deaths

and removals, the aggregate number has rather

diminished than increased since the last report

;

it is at present about 35.

St. James's parish, Mecklenburg county. The
rector of this parish has the satisfaction to report
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more favourably on the staie of the parish than

at the last menting of the Convention. The atten-

tion of the people to the two ailditional preaching

places then reported contniues, and in the fixed

congregations increasing fervour is manifested.

An addition of 4 adults, heads of families, has
been made to the number of communicants, and,

as he trusts and believes, from the saving convic-

tions of the Holy Spirit. A Sunday School, very

favourably reported of, has been established in a

remote corner of the parish, by the zeal and ear-

nestness of one of the members of the upper con-

gregation ; from which a neighbourhood very des-

titute of religious instruction, it is hoped, will de-

rive lasting benefit. Two of the communicants
having removed, the number is now 37—marriages
5—baptisms, including 16 black children, 26

—

funerals 8.

Leeds and Dettingen parishes. Prince William
county. Leeds is in a more flourishing condition

than when last reported, in Dettingen no mate-
rial change has taken place within the last two
years ; there have been 25 marriages and 20 bap-
tisms—communicants 29 : within the above period

there have been several removals and deaths.

George Lemon, Chairman.

On motion of the Rev. John S. Ravenscroft,

the following resolution was adopted, to wit :

—

Whereas it appears by the reports from the

different vestries, on the proceedings had under
the resolutions of the last Convention on the

subject of the Bishops' Fund, that untoward
circumstances and the pressure of the times

alone have prevented a full compliance with

the said resolutions ; but it appears that the

parishes are disposed to give their aid to carry

them into effect, therefore, be it Resolved by

this Convention, That it be recommended to

the different vestries to proceed to carry into

jeffecl the object of the said resolutions, in the

manner in their judgment best calculated to

«nsure success, and make report to each en-

suing Convention.

On motion of Mr. Abraham Shepherd,

Resolved, That it shall be the duty of every
minister of this diocess to make a register of

each adult member within his cure, agreeably

to the 40th canon of the General Convention.
The Rev. Mr. Wilmer, from the committee

on the state of the church, made the following

report, viz. :

—

The coimnittec on the state of the church
beg leave to recommend to the Convention the
adoption of the following resolution :

—

Resolved, That the standing committee be
requested to take into consideration the consti-

tution and canons of the church, to revise the
same, with the different amendments made to

them, to examine what further amendments arc

required, and to make report to the ne.\t Con-
vention.

The said resolution was agreed to by the
Convention.

Mr. Mayo, from the committee appointed to

count the votes for the trustees of the Theologi-
cal School, reported, that the following gentle-

men, viz. : the Rev. Mr. Wilmer, Mr. Ravens-
croft, Mr. Meade, Mr. Norris, Mr. M'Guire,
Mr. Lowe, and Messrs. Burwell Bassett, Will-

iam Mayo, Hugh Mercer, John Gray, Carter

Berkeley, Philip Nelson, and John Nelson, jr.,

were duly elected.

The Convention adjourned for divine service.

Prayers were read by the Rev. Mr. Hart, and
a sermon by the bishop.

The Convention met agreeably to adjourn-
ment.

The Rev. Mr. Wilmer offered the following
resolution, viz. :

—

Resolved, That the managers of the fund for

the relief of the widows and orphans of de-

ceased clergymen of the Episcopal Church of
Virginia, be authorized to compound, upon the

best practicable terms, with any dehnquent sub-

scribers, for arrears which may remain unpaid,

and which it is alleged cannot now be collected
;

which resolution was agreed to by the Conven-
tion.

On motion of Mr. Waite,
Ordered, That 750 copies of the Journal of

this Convention be printed, and distributed by
the secretary among the parishes, under the

superintendence of the bishop.

The following resolution was offered by the
Rev. Mr. Meade, and agreed to by the Conven-
tion, viz. :

—

Resolved, That the treasurer be directed to

pay annually to the bishop and president of the
standing committee the amount of postage on
all letters and official communications ; and
also that one hundred dollars be paid to the
bishop for past expenses of postage.

The following resolution was adopted on
motion of the Rev. Mr. Ravenscroft, viz. :—
Whereas Evan Ragland, of the parish of An-
trim, and county of Halifax, did, by his last will

and testament, devise to the President, Mas-
ters, and Professors of the College of Wilham
and Mary, in trust for the Protestant Episcopal
Church in Virginia, &c., certain lands and
other property : And whereas the said devise
was resisted by the heir-at-law of the said Evan
Ragland, and a suit has been instituted on the
subject, which is now depending in the Court
of Appeals, on an appeal from a decree of the
Chancery Court of Lynchburg, in favour of the

claims of the church : And whereas it is of the

greatest importance to the credit and welfare

of the church, that every ground of prejudice

should be done away ; therefore, be it Re-
solved, That John Nelson, jr. and Wm. Leigh
be empowered to make a compromise with the
heirs of said Evan Ragland, so as to avoid the
evil arising from keeping alive the prejudices
which are now, it is hoped, dying away.
On motion of Mr. Hugh Nelson,
Resolved, That the five gentlemen who re-

ceived the greatest number of votes as dele-
gates to the General Convention, be appointed
members of the board of trustees to the The-
ological Seminary ; whereu{)on the following
gentlemen were declared elected, and thereupon
nominated as trustees, viz. : the Rev. William
H. Wilmer, the Rev. John S. Ravenscroft, the
Rev. William Meade, Messrs. Hugh Mercer,
and Edmund L Lee.
On motion of Mr. Waite,
Resolved, That the thanks of this Convention
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be presented to the citizens of Charlottesville

and its vicinity for their hospitality and polite-

ness to the members thereof.

The pastoral address was then read by the

bishop, which bning heard,

On motion of the Rev. Mr. Ravenscroft,

Resolved, That the Right Rev. Bishop Moore
be requested to furnish a copy of his truly pas-

toral address, to be inserted on the minutes of

this Convention.

The said address is as follows :

—

Brethren,—The labours attendant upon the
sacred and responsible office which I hold, are
sensibly alleviated by the encouraging prospect
which our ecclesiastical concerns present to my
view. Aided by a virtuous and evangeli('al clergy,

the church committed to my charge is mcreasing
in numbers and in consequence ; regaining that

religious importance to which her scriptural prin-

ciples entitle her, and inspiring with joy and grat-

itude the mmds of her friends.

The order and spirituality which distinguish
her solemn services, have secured to her the at-

tachment and approbation of an intelligent com-
munity. That respect to our laws and to our
rulers inculcated in her liturgy, inspires the public
mind with confidence in the integrity of her prin-

ciples ; that abstraction from all political concerns
which marks the conduct of her clergy, and that
devotion to duty by which they are actuated, bid

fair to secure her future advancement. In almost
every direction to which I bend my course, I per-
ceive her rising from the ruin in which she has
been involved ; taking her harp from the willows,
and proclaiming the praises of her Almighty de-
liverer.

The liberal subscriptions to our Theological
School furnish us with an undeniable evidence
of the good-will of the community ; and the pres-

ent council of the church proves to a demonstra-
tion that the representation I have made is cor-

rect. In 1814, the Convention of this diocess con-
tained the names of only seven clergymen ; wliile

the assembly I am now addressing includes in its

number twenty-three ministers of the gospel.

At the close of the last Convention in Norfolk,

I crossed the bay to the eastern shore of this slate,

and preached in three places in the county of
Northampton, and also in three places in the
county of Accomack. In Accomack I consecrated
to the service of Almighty God a large and ele-

gant church, and administered the holy rite of
confirmation. In the month of July I went to

the city of Williamsburg in company with the
Rev. Mr. Ravenscroft, in which place we were
joined by the Rev. Mr. Low, of Norfolk, both of
which gentlemen officiated in the chur'^h ; but

my own labours were arrested by the unfavoura-
ble state of the weather. In the month of August
I left Richmond on my way to the upper coun-
try ; visited Alexandria, preached in both churches,
ordained four deacons, and administered the Lord's
Supper.
From Alexandria I went to Leesburg, at which

place I preached to a large, attentive, and deeply
nnpressed auditory. 1 then passed on to Charles-
town, in Jefferson county, at which place I also
preached. Leaving Charlestown, I hastened to

Shepherdstown, in the same county, and there I

also officiated. From Shepherdstown 1 went to

a chapel at the North Mountain, where I preached
to a large congregation. From the North Moun-
tain I proceeded, in company with the Rev. Mr.
Lippit, to Martinsburg, at which place 1 preached
twice on the Sabbath to large and attentive

congregations, and administered the rite of con-
tirmation. 1 then passed on to the church at
MiU Creek, in which place, notwithstanding the
weather was very rainy, I preached to a devout
and respectable congregation. From Mill Creek I

went to Winchester, where I also officiated, and
was assisted in the service by the Rev. Mr. Meade.
The county of Hampsliire formed the next ob-

ject of my attention, in which (hstrict I preached
in three ditferent places. In Hampshire, brethren,
but two or three years since, we had not a single
place of worship belonging to our communion :

through the laborious efforts, however, of the
Rev. Norman Nash, there are now two respecta-
ble churches. From Hampshire I returned to
Winchester, at which place 1 preached on the
Sabbath, and was prevented the further prosecu-
tion of my episcopal labours by a severe indisposi-
tion, which confined me in the house of Judge
Holmes for fifteen days.

I should consider myself wanting in gratitude,
were I to pass over in" silence the kind attentions
I received from Judge Holmes and his family.
Though a stranger, he took me in, and benevo-
lently furnished me with every comfort my situa-
tion required. The best medical aid was afforded
me by Dr. Barton of Winchester, and Dr. Everett
of Albemarle, who, with that hberality which has
marked the conduct of my valuable friend and
family physician. Dr. Trent of Richmond, refused
any remuneration. My heart was comforted with
the filial attentions of the Rev. Mr. Meade and Mr.
Robertson ; and the inhabitants of Winchester
conferred upon me every evidence of their sympa-
thy and regard.

After my recovery I returned to Richmond,
and on my way home passed a Sabbath at the
hospitable mansion of my friend Col. R. Randolph,
of Fauquier, where 1 read the service of the
church, and dehvered a discourse to his family,
I also stopped a day in Hanover, where I preached,
and administered the Lord's Supper to the ven-
erable Mrs. Nelson, and many of her numerous
connexion. In the autumn I visited Petersburg,
preached, and administered the rite of confirma-
tion. In January I went down into Gloucester
county, and preached a funeral discourse on the
occasion of the death of Mrs. Smith, the amiable
relict of one of the former clergy of the diocess,
and her daughter, Mrs. Tabb.

Thus, brethren, I have endeavoured to dis-

charge the duty required at my hands by the Al-
mighty and his church. My disposition to be
found at my post is as fervent as it has ever
been. My constant prayer to God is offered up
for the prosperity of Zion, and, while I live, my
utmost efforts shall be excited in her behalf.

To ensure our future progress, my brethren of
the clergy, we must persevere in the faithful dis-

charge of our duty to God. Proclaiming the doc-
trines of the cross

;
preaching Jesus Christ and

him crucified ; conforming our lives to the holy
precepts we inculcate ; Irving in love and in peace
with each other, and with the members of our
congregations, the God of love and peace will be
with us. " The wilderness and the solitary place
will be glad, and the desert yet uncultivated by
the spiritual husbandman will rejoice and blossom
as the rose."

Gentlemen of the laity,— It is pleasing to ob-

serve the unanimity subsisting between the clergy

and yourselves. We acknowledge you as co-

workers with us. and it will always afford me the

most heartfelt delight to meet vou in our public

councils. Future generations will re^p the blessed

eflects of our labours ; and, when our bodies are

slumbering la the grave, our children will rcinera-
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ber with gratitude the efforts we have made in
their behalf ; be influenced by our example to
support the same cause, and to kneel at the same
altars upon which we have offered up the incense
of our devotions.

Brethren of the clergy and laity, I wish you a
happy uiterview with your families, and may the
Lord be with you all !

Prayers were read by the bishop, and,

On motion of Mr. Lee,
The Convention adjourned, to meet on the

second Tuesday in May next, at Leesburg, in
Loudoun county.

Richard Channino Moore,
Bishop of the Prot. Epis. Church of

Virginia.

Teste, Edward Colston, Sec. pro tern.

Journal of the Proceedings of a Convention of the Protestant Episcopal Church of Virginia,
which assembled at Leesburg, in the County of Loudoun, on Tuesday, the I'Slh of May, 1823.

At a meeting of a Convention of the Protestant
Episcopal Church of the State of Virginia, held
at Leesburg, in the county of Loudoun, on Tues-
day, the 13th day of May, in the year of our Lord
one thousand eight hundred and twenty-three,

A sutticient number of members to constitute
a Convention ap{)earing, in the absence of the
Right Rev. Richard Channing Moore, D. D.,
bishop of this diocess, who was prevented from
attending by the sickness of his family, the Rev.
William H. Wilmer, D. D., was elected, by joint

ballot of the clerical and lay deputies, in con-
formity with the canons of the church, president
pro tempore of this Convention, and accordingly
took his seat as such.

The following clergymen, entitled to seats in

this Convention, appeared and took their seats,
viz. :

—

The Rev. Wm. H.Wilmer, St. Paul's Church,
Alexandria

; the Rev. Oliver Norris, Christ
Church, Fairfax parish, Alexandria

; the Rev.
John Dunn, Shelburne parish, Loudoun county

;

the Rev. William Meade, Chapel, Frederick
parish ; the Rev. John S. Ravenscroft, St.

James's parish, Mecklenburg county ; the Rev.
William Steel, Dettingen and Leeds parish.
Prince William county ; the Rev. John Arm-
strong, Wheeling, Ohio county ; the Rev. Fred-
erick W. Hatch, Fredericksville parish, Albe-
marle county

; the Rev. Robert Prout, Princess
Anne county; the Rev. Amos C. Treadway,
Lynchburg ; the Rev. John H. Wingfield, Ports-
mouth parish, iNorfolk county ; the Rev. Charles
H. Page, Kanawha county ; the Rev. Reuel
Keith, liruton parish, Williamsburg ; the Rev.
John J. Robertson, Frederick parish, Winchester

;

the Rev. Josias Clapham, St. Paul's parish, King
George county, and Washington parish, West-
moreland

; the Rev. Stephen W. Prestman,
Dumfries parish. Prince William, and Aquia
parish, Staflbrd.

Ordered, That the Rev. William Steel, the
Rev. John Armstrong, and Mr. Edmund J. Lee,
be appointed a committee to examine the cer-
tificates of appointments of the lay deputies.
The said committee then withdrew, and, after
some lime, returning into the house," presented
the following report :

—

The committee to whom was referred the
certificates of the lay delegates, have, according
to order, examined the same, and report that
the following persons have been duly elected as
lay delegates to this Convention ;

—

St. James's parish, Mecklenburg, John Nelson,
jr. ; Christ Church, Alexandria, Fairfax parish,
Edmund J. Lee ; Hamilton parish, Fauquier,
Robert Randolph and Elias Edmonds ; St.
Martin's parish, Hanover, Carter Berkeley

; St.
Anne's parish, Essex, James M. Garnett and
Robert P. Waring ; Frederick parish, Philip
Nelson and Obed Waite

;
parish of Lynnhaven,

Princess Anne county, Thurmer Hoggard
;

Staunton congregation, Augusta, Edward Valen-
tine, jr. ; Henrico parish, Charles F. Mercer

;

South Farnham parish, Essex county, Henry
Young and Thomas L. Latine ; Leeds parish,

PrinceWilliam, Carter B. Fontaine ; St. George's
parish, Fredericksburg, Robert Lewis ; Lynch-
burg parish, Isaac Newton Whiting ; Shelburne
parish, Loudoun colinty, Ludwell Lee ; St. Paul's
Church, Alexandria, Humphrey Peake ; Zion
Church, parish of St. Andrew's, Jetl'erson,

Bushrod C. Washington.
The committee further report, That a certifi-

cate purporting to be from the vestry of Fairfax
parish, held on the 10th day of this month, at
the Falls Church, purporting to appoint John
Moore as a lay delegate to this Convention,
having been presented, the committee are of
opinion, if there is an Episcopal congrega-
tion belonging to that church, then it is un-
der the government of the vestrj' who have ap-
pointed Edmund J. Lee to represent that parish.

The committee are therefore of opinion, that
the said John Moore is not entitled to a seat
in this Convention, as a delegate from Fairfax
parish.

The said report being read, was, on the ques-
tion put thereupon, approved by the Convention.
On motion made and seconded.
Resolved, That the Rev. Mr. Brj'an, and the

Rev. Mr. Armstrong, of the diocess of Maryland,
and the Rev. Mr. Jones, of the eastern diocess,
be invited to accept of honorary seats in this
Convention.

Ordered, That Mr. John Nelson, Mr. Philip
Nelson, Mr. Obed Waite, and Doctor Humphrey
Peake, be appointed a committee to examine
the treasurer's accounts.

Ordered, That the Rev. John S. Ravenscroft,
the Rev. William Meade, the Rev. Oliver Nor-
ris, Mr. James M. Garnett, Mr. Ludwell Lee,
Mr. Charles F. Mercer, and Mr. Robert Lewis,
be a committee to take into consideration the
state of the church in this diocess, and report
thereupon to this Convention.
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On motion, Ordered, That the Rev. Wilham
H. Wilmer be added to that committee.

Ordeied, That Mr. Edward Valentine, Mr.
Thurmer Hoggard, and Mr. Henry Young, be a

committee to e.taniiiie the accounts of the treas-

urer of the Prayer-Book and Tract Society of

Virginia.

Ordered, That the Rev. John J. Robertson,
the Rev. Robert Prout, Dr. Carter Berkeley,

and Mr. Philip Nelson, be a committee to ex-

amine the state of the fund for support of wid-
ows of deceased clergymen.

Ordered, That the Rev. Frederick W. Hatch,
the Rev. Reuel Keith, the Rev. John H. Wing-
field, the Rev. Josias Clapham, and the Rev.
Stephen W. Prestman, be a committee to ex-

amine the parochial reports.

Ordered, That Mr. Ludwell Lee, Mr. Robert
Randolph, and Mr. Robert Lewis, be a com-
mittee to examine the account of the treasurer

of the fund for the permanent support of the

episcopate in this diocess.

A motion was made by Mr. Edmund J. Lee,
and seconded by the Rev. William Steel, that

the deliberations of this Convention be conduct-

ed with closed doors :
—

Whereupon, the question being put, was de-

termined in the negative.

On motion of the Rev. William Steel,

Resolved, That the rules of order adopted by
the last Convention for the government of their

proceedings, be the rules of proceeding during

the present Convention.*

The session was then suspended, for the pur-

pose of attending divine service by the Rev.

Mr. Wingtield, and a sermon by the Rev. John
S. Ravenscroft, after which the Convention
again assembled.

On motion, the treasurer received the follow-

ing contributions from sundry parishes of this

diocess, viz. :

—

St. Paul's Church, Alexandria, Mr.
Wilmer, ....

Christ Church, Fairfax parish, Ed-
mund J. Lee, - - - .

Frederick parish, Obed Waite,
Shelbume parish, Loudoun, Ludwell

Lee,

St. James's parish, Mecklenburg, John
Nelson, .....

Dettingen and Leeds parish, Prince

WiUiam, Carter B. Fontaine,

Princess Anne county, Lynnhaven
parish, Mr. Hoggard,

Lynchburg parish, Mr. Whiting,

Portsmouth parish, Norfolk, Mr.
Wingtield, ....

Bruton parish, Williamsburg, Mr.
Keith, - -

St. Martin's parish, Hanover, Dr.

Berkeley, ....
Hamilton parish, Fauquier, Elias Ed-
monds,

$25 00

30
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Resolved, That a committee to revise and

superintend a republication of the constitution

and canons of the church in this diocess, as

amended by the present and former Conven-

tions, be appointed ; and that the constitution

and canons so revised be published with the

Journal of the present Convention.

Ordered, That the secretary of the Conven-
tion, and the Rev. William H. Hart, of the city

of Kichmond, be the comniiltee to make the said

revisal and republication.

And then, on motion, the Convention ad-

journed until to-morrow morning, half past 8

o'clock.

Wednesday, May 14, 1823.

The Convention met according to adjourn-

ment, and was opened with prayer by the llev.

William Meade.
The Rev. Richard H. Barnes, of St. Martin's

parish, Hanover, appeared and took his seat in

the Convention.

The following gentlemen produced certificates

of appointment as lay deputies, which, being

read, were approved, in conformity with the

canons ; whereupon, they took their seats as

members of this Convention, viz. :

—

Mr. Thomas G. Moncure, for Aquia Church,

Overwharton parish, Statlord county ; Mr. Ed-
ward Colston, for Norborne parish, Berkeley

county.

A petition of Mr. John Moore to this Conven-
tion was presented and read, setting forth, that

he was, on the 10th instant, duly elected a lay

deputy to represent the interests of the congre-

gation of the Falls Church, in Fairfax parish,

in the Convention ; that, on the first day of its

meeting, the Convention refused him a seat,

upon the ground that the parish of Fairfax was
properly represented by members of Christ

Church, in Alexandria, within the district of

Columbia ; the petitioner represents, that in the

parish of Fairfax there are three churches
;

Christ's, St. Paul's, and the Falls Church

;

that the glebe attached to the said parish lay

within that part of the District of Columbia ceded
by the State of Virginia to the United States,

which has since been sold, agreeably to a law
of Congress ; that he verily believes that the

vestry from whom he received his appointment
are organized agreeably to the canons of the

church, and prays that the case of the congre-

gation at the Falls Church, in the parish of

Fairfax, may be reconsidered, and such meas-
ures be adopted as the Convention in their wis-

dom may think proper.

Ordered, That the said petition be referred

to the committee on the state of the church, to

report their opinion thereupon to the Con-
vention.

Mr. John Nelson, jr., from the committee
appointed to examine the treasurer's accounts,

presented a report, which was read, as fol-

lows :

—

The committee to whom was referred the

treasurer's accounts, have, according to order,

had the same under consideration ; they find

the account properly stated, and supported by

correct vouchers, leaving a balance in favour

of the church of f338 16 in the hands of the

treasurer. The account, with the accompany-
ing documents, the committee ask leave respect-

fully to submit.

John Nelson, Jr., Chairman.

The said report was, on the question put

thereupon, approved by the Convention.

Mr. Valentine, from the committee to exam-
ine the account of the treasurer of the Prayer-

Book and Tract Society, presented a report,

which was read, as follows :

—

LeesbuTff, May 14, 1823.

The committee appointed to examine the ac-

counts of the treasurer of the Prayer-Book and

Tract Society of the Diocess of Virginia, have

discharged that duty, and find the same to be

correct.

Ed. Valentine, jr.. Chairman.

The said report was, on the question put

thereupon, approved by the Convention.

Mr. William Mayo, a lay deputy from the

Monumental Church in the city of Richmond,
produced a certificate of his appointment, in

conformity with the canons, and was admitted to

a seat in this Convention.

Mr. Ludwell Lee, from the committee ap-

pointed to examine the state of the fund for the

permanent support of the episcopate in this di-

ocess, presented a report, which was read, as

follows :

—

The committee to whom was referred the ac-

count of the Bishops' Fund, report, that since the

last report, as appears by the treasurer's account
hereto annexed, there have been jiurchased four

shares of the stock of the Farmer's Rank of Al-

exandria, at ipso a share ; that there is now in

the hands of the agent of the standing committee
the sum of one hundred and forty-three dollars and
sixteen cents, to be laid out in bank-stock. The
committee, from information received from one
of the standing committee, state the fund at this

time to consist of thirty-six shares of Farmers'

Bank stock, comprehending the four above men-
tioned, six shares of Alexandria Bank stock, at

.$200 a share, and one share of the Ashby's Gap
turnpike road, transferred by the Rev. William
Meade to the proper person, the nominal amount
of which is $100—making in the whole the

sum of $3,440.—All which is respectfully submit-

ted.

Ludwell Lee, Chairman.

The said report was, on the question put

thereupon, approved by the Convention.

A motion was made by Mr. Edmund J. I^ee,

and seconded by the Rev. Mr. Steel, that the Con-
vention do agree to the following resolution :

—

Whereas the efforts made for raising a fund

for the support of the bishop of this diocess,

have, from various causes, not been successful

;

Be it therefore Resolved, That ihe subject be
refi^rred to the standing committee of the dio-

cess, with instructions to adopt such mode of

raising the necessary fund as shall appear to

them most expedient.

And the question being put thereupon, was
determined in the negative.

The Rev. John J. Robertson, from the com-
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mittee for examining the state of the fund for

the support of the widows and orphans of de-

ceased clergymen, presented a report, which was
read, as follows :

—

The committee to whom was referred the ex-

amination of the accounts of the treasurer of

the funds for the relief of the widows and or-

phans of deceased clergymen of the Episcopal

Church of Virginia, report, That they have, ac-

cording to order, had the same under consider-

ation, and find that there is in the hands of the

treasurer,

3 per cent, stocks, • - - $2,037 78
6 per cent, stock, - - - 172 05
40 shares of Farmers' Bank of Al-

exandria stock, at $50 per share,

being par price, - - - - 2,000 00
1 share stock in Bank of Virginia at

par, 100 00

$4,309 83
Cash in hand, 14 02

Robert Andrews's executor's note,

bearing interest from Feb. 28th,

1822, until paid, - - - 800 00
Note received m part of Albemarle

collections, bearing interest from

June 24, 1822, until paid, - - 69 87

Whole amount, $5,193 72
All which will appear more fully by the ac-

count of the treasurer, herewith filed.

J. J. Robertson, Chairman.
The said report was, on the question put

thereupon, approved by the Convention.

The session was then suspended, for the pur-

pose of attending divine service by the Rev. Ol-

iver Norris, and a sermon by the Rev. William
H. Wilraer, after which the session was re-

sumed.
The Rev. John S. Ravenscroft, from the com-

mittee on the state of the church, presented a

report, which was read, as follows :

—

The committee to whom was referred the peti-

tion of John Moore, have, according to order, had
the subject committed to them under considera-

tion, and beg leave to report thereon, that there is

no canon now in existence winch provides for the

division of parishes, nor for more than one repre-

sentation from a parish. Your committee, previ-

ously to having received this petition, had prepared
a canon for the accommodation of all cases where
the division of a parish should be absolutely ne-

cessary, and which they recommend for the adop-

tion of the Convention, in the following words :

—

Canon for the Division of Parishes.

Whereas, from the great extent of many of the
parishes in this diocess, and from various other
causes, it may be for the interest of the church,
and for the convenience and quiet of the people,

to permit the division of some of the parishes ;

Be it therefore enacted. That whenever it shall

be made to appear to the satisfaction of the Con-
vention that such division is expedient, or when the
desire of the people of the parish for such divis-

ion shall be manifested, by repairing the old

churches or building new ones, electing a vestry,

conformably to the regulations of the church, and
shall produce to the Convention tiu^ original sub-

scriptions of the vestry of the church from which
the application for the division of a parish is made,
to the test required by the lOlh canon, and also
produce a register of the names of those who
wish for a division of the parish, on application to
this Convention, such petitioners may be received
as a distinct parish.

The said resolution being twice read, was,
on the question put thereupon, agreed to by the
house.

A motion was made by Mr. Edmund J. Lee,
that the Convention do agree to the following
resolution :

—

Resolved, That the standing committee be,
and they are hereby authorized, to select some
competent person to call on the different mem-
bers of this church to contribute to raising the
fund for the support of the bishop, payable in

one, two, three, and four years.

Ordered, That the said resolution be referred

to the committee on the state of the church, to

report their opinion to the Convention there-

upon.

The Convention proceeded to the election,

by ballot, of eight delegates to represent this

diocess in the ne.xt General Convention of the

Protestant Episcopal Church of the United
Stales ; whereupon the following gentlemen
were duly elected, viz. : the Rev. William H.
Wilmer, the Rev. William Meade, the Rev.
Edward C. M'Guire, the Rev. Oliver Norris,

Mr. William Mayo, Mr. Hugh Mercer, Mr. John
Nelson, jr., and Mr. Robert Lewis.

The Convention also proceeded, in like man-
ner, to the election, by ballot, of a standing com-
mittee of the church in this diocess for the en-

suing year ; whereupon the following gentle-

men were duly elected, viz. : the Rev. William
H. Wilmer, John Dunn, and Oliver Norris, the

Hon. Bushrod Washington, Mr. Edmund J. Lee,
and Mr. George Taylor.

On motion.

Resolved, That the treasurer be directed to

pay to each of the delegates to the General Con-
vention the sum of fifty dollars, to defray their

expenses.

On motion.

Resolved, That the five gentlemen who re-

ceived the greatest number of votes as delegates

to the General Convention, he appointed mem-
bers of the board of trustees to the General The-
ological Seminary ; whereupon the following

gentlemen were declared elected, and thereupon

nominated as trustees, viz. : the Rev. Will-

iam H. Wilmer, the Rev. WiUiam Meade, the

Rev. Edward C. M'Guire, Mr. William Mayo,
and Mr. Hugh Mercer.

On motion of Mr. Obed Waite, seconded by
the Rev. John Armstrong,

Resolved, That the next meeting of the Con-

vention of the Protestant Episcopal Church for

the Diocess of Virginia shall be held at Staun-

ton, in the county of .Augusta.

.4nd then the Convention adjourned, to meet

again to-morrow morning, at half past 8 o'clock.

Thursday, May 15, 1823.

The Convention met according to adjourn-
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ment, and was opened with prayer by the Rev.

John Armstrong.

Mr. Ravenscioft, from the committee on the

state of the church, to whom the resolution

yesterday proposed on the subject of the Bishops'

Fund was referred, presented a report, which,

on motion of Mr. John Nelson, jr., was order-

ed to be laid upon the table.

On motion of Rev. Oliver Norris,

Resolved, That the travelling expenses of the

Rev. John Dunn, in attending the meetings of

the standing committee, be paid by the treas-

urer, out of the contingent fund.

On motion of Mr. Edmund J. Lee,

Resolved, That the travelling expenses of the

secretary of the Convention be paid in like

manner.
On motion of the Rev. John S. Ravenscroft,

Ordered, That 750 copies of the Journal of

this Convention, with the revised canons and

constitution anne.xed, be printed, and distributed

by the secretary among the parishes, under the

superintendence of the bishop.

On motion of the Rev. John S. Ravenscroft,

Resolved, That the thanks of this Convention

be presented to the citizens of Leesburg, for

their hospitality and kindness to the members
thereof.

On motion of the Rev. Oliver Norris,

Resolved, unanimously. That the thanks of

this Convention be presented to the ministers

and elders of other congregations of Christians

in the town of Leesburg, for their brotherly

kindness in offering the use of their churches to

the ministers of the Protestant Episcopal Church,

during the session of the present Convention.

On motions severally made.
Resolved, That the treasurer be directed to

pay the sum of seven dollars to the doorkeeper

of this Convention, for his services during the

present session ; and the sum of seven dollars

to the person who officiated as doorkeeper to

the Convention at Charlottesville, in the county

of Albemarle.

On motion, the report of the committee on

the state of the church, this day presented, was
taken up and read, as follows :

—

The committee on the state of the church,

to whom was committed the consideration of the

annexed resolution, have had the same under
examination, and beg leave to recommend to

the Convention the adoption of the same, as

a measure calculated to have a beneficial influ-

ence on the proposed object.

Resolved, That the standing committee be,

and they are hereby authorized, to select some
competent person to call on the different mem-
bers of this church to contribute to raising the

fund for the support of the bishop, payable in

one, two, three, and four years.

And the question being put upon agreeing to

the said resolution, was determined in the neg-

ative—Ays 19, Noes 22.

On motion of Mr. Edmund J. Lee,
Ordered, That the ays and noes upon the

said question be inserted in the journal.

The names of the gentlemen who voted in the

affirmative are, the Rev. William H. Wiimer,

Oliver Norris, John S. Ravenscroft, Williara

Steel, John Armstrong, Robert Prout, John H.
Wingfield, Charles H. Page, and John J. Rob-
ertson ; Messrs. Edmund J. Lee, James M. Gar-
nett, Thurmer Hoggard, Edward Valentine,

Charles F. Mercer, Henry Young, Carter B.
Fontaine, Robert Lewis, Isaac N. Whiting, and
Edward Colston— 19.

And the names of the gentlemen who voted

in the negative are, the Rev. John Dunn, Will-

iam Meade, Frederick W. Hatch, Amos C.

Treadway, Reuel Keith, Josias Clapham, Ste-

phen W. Prestman, Richard H. Barnes, and
Edward C. M'Guire; Messrs. John Nelson,

jr., Robert Randolph, Elias Edmonds, Rob-
ert P. Waring, Philip Nelson, Obed Waite,
Thomas L. Latine, Ludwell Lee, Humphrey
Peake, Bushrod C. Washington, William Mayo,
Thomas G. Moncure, and Carter Berkeley—22.

The Rev. Frederick W. Hatch, from the com-
mittee to whom the parochial reports were re-

ferred, presented a report, which was read, as

follows :

—

The committee on the subject of the parochial
reports, beg leave to present the following con-
densed statement of the reports that have been
submitted to them.
The rector of Christ Church, Fairfax parish,

represents the congregation as having undergone
no material change since the last report ; as de-
vout in their attention to the public services of the
church, and, as he hopes, improving in Christian
graces and virtues. Communicants are about
one hundred and twenty—baptisms about forty-

five.

The congregation at Lynchburg has but recently
received the blessing of a stated ministry. It has
been regularly organized under the present rector,

who has also in charge two congregations in the
neighbourhood, one of which has it in contempla-
tion to build a church ; and it is expected that a
church will also be erected at Lynchburg, and by
the other congregation in which he officiates.

The rector reports, that the service is well attend-
ed in all these places, and he is encouraged to
hope that his labour will not be in vain in the
Lord. Baptisms two.

St. James's Church, Leesburg, Shelbume par-
ish. Baptisms seventeen—marriages sis—burials
two—communicants about thirty-six, and one per-

son of colour. An accession of one person to the
number of communicants has taken place within
the year. This congregation are regular in attend-
ance on divine service, and the rector is encour-
aged to hope that they are improving in Christian
piety.

Dettingen and Leeds parishes. Prince William,
continue in much the same state as when last re-

ported. The public buildings at Haymarket have
been purchased for a church, parsonage, and
schoolhouse. A new church has been erected in
Dettingen parish. Communicants the same as be-
fore, except four removed and three admitted

—

baptisms eighteen—marriages thirteen.

Parish of Frederick. Communicants one hun-
dred—baptisms fourteen—funerals eleven—mar-
riages seven.

Portsmouth parish. The rector of tliis parish is

happy in having it to say, that the state of his
charge has suffered nothing since his last report.

The church has been put in neat and comfortable
repair, and the congregation has somewhat in-

creased. There have been ten added to the list

of his communicants ; all of whom, he has reason
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to hope, are of the number of such as shall be sa-

ved. Communicants eighteen—baptisms fifteen

—funerals nme—marriages live.

Norborne parish, Berkeley county. Communi-

cants ninety-seven—baptisms ilurty-oiie—burials

three—marriages three.

St. James's parish, Mecklenburg. The state

of this parish continues to improve. Since the

last Convention a Bible Society has been formed

and gone into operation, with hopes oi considerable

extension. The parish, however, has to deplore,

in the death of Col. Samuel Goode, the loss of a

most exemplaiy man, steadfast churchman, and

devout Christian. Communicants forty—baptisms

thirty-four, one an adult—marriages seven.

Lynnhaven parish. Princess Anne. The ves-

try of this parish have repaired their editices lor

public worship. The congregation is attentive to

the word preached. Nineteen persons have been

added to the original number of communicants,

which was but three when the present rector en-

tered upon his charge ; and hopes of still brighter

days are anticipated. Communicants nineteen—

baptisms eighteen, two adults-funerals seven.

Augusta parish, Staunton. Since the last re-

port, a few communicants have been added ;
and

an increased attachment has been manifested to

the interests of the church. Communicants about

tvventy—baptisms seven—funerals five—marna-

^^St*.*Martin's parish, Hanover. The congrega-

tions in this parish are not materially changed

since the last report. Communicants forty-hve-

baptisms four—funerals three—one marriage.

St. Paul's parish, King George, and Washing-

ton parish, Westmoreland. There have been five

added to the Ust of communicants since the last

Convention :—there have been two deaths and lour

removals : the number of communicants is now

about thirty-nine—baptisms thirty-two—funerals

eight—marriages six. In the former parish, there

is an increased attention to the public services ot

the church. In the latter, a Sunday School has

been lately established, which promises to be ot

great usefulness. ^,1. ,.

Christ Church, Berkeley county. This church

being without a pastor, divine service is performed

by a lay reader. The congregations are attentive,

and zealously engaged in the great business of

working out their salvation. It is hoped that the

spirit of religion is increasing, and that, m this

part of our Zion, our God has regarded the day of

small things. . .

Kanawha parish. The congregation is increas-

ing in number, and has about ten communicants.

Baptisms three—marriages one. At Coalmouth

the congregation is in a very flourishing state, and

many are earnestly seeking the pearl of great

price. Communicants twelve—baptisms fifteea

In Charlestown and in Mason, it is expected

churches will be built ; and there is one now build-

ing at the mouth of Coal. There are two Sun-

day Schools in this parish.
.

Fredericksville parish , Albemarle. N o material

change has taken place in this parish since the

last report. The congregation in Charlottesville

is large and attentive. At Walker's church the

congregation is, as usual, very small, the spirit of

religion languishing, and the neighbourhootl gen-

erally presents hut a gloomy prospect. Within the

last year, the part of the rector's lime formerly

given to the Green Mountain neighbourhood,

where the congregation was small, has been trans-

ferred to Orange courthouse, at which place the

mterests of the church require a minister, and

where the congregation is large and attentive.

St. Anne's parish, Essex. This pansh is with'

out a minister, but anxious to engage one. South

Farnham parish is in the same condition.

St. George's parish, Fredericksburg. The plen-

tiful showers of divme grace have fallen, during

the past year, with blessed consequences, upon
this portion of our Lord's vineyard. It has been,

indeed, a season of refreshing from the presence

of the Lord. Several have been painfully con-

victed of sin, and anxiously inquiring what they

must do to be saved. The number of anxious in-

quiries has continued to increase, and the deep

and painful convictions of some have terminated

in the enjoyment of a peace which passeth under-

standing. Others yet remain, who, weary and

heavy laden, are earnestly seeking that rest which

is prepared for the penitent. The rector antici

pates, in the end of this good work, a valuable ac

cession of piely and influence to the cause of evan-

gelical truth ainong us, and the addition of an ac

ceptable mite to that revenue of glory which is

accrtiing to the glorified Head of the church from

the progress of his cause upon earth. Though
the subjects of revivals, in other parts of the Lord's

vineyard, may have been more numerous, there

are few instances in which a revival has been

characterized by more genuine or decided cases

of conversion. Baptisms in this church during

the last year amount to forty-one, three adults^

communicants one hundred and six, nine lost by

death and removal ; one Sunday School, contain-

ing one hundred and twenty-six scholars.

Dumfries and Aquia Churches. There are

pleasing indications that the word preached in

these churches is not in vain. The congregations

are attentive and devout ; and in Dumfries a more

than common interest is manifested in spiritual

concerns. The rector rejoices in the improving

prospect of his charge. A place for public wor-

ship has been purchased and fitted up in Dum-
fries. Communicants twenty-two—baptisms ten

—marriages six—deaths five. A Sabbath School

has been established. Aquia Church, communi-

cants eleven—baptisms six—one marriage—deaths

two.
Wheeling parish, Ohio county. The Rev. John

Armstrong has been engaged in this station for

about two years, and signal success appears to

have attended his ministry. In this region, which
was but lately "a howling wilderness," the seeds

of spiritual life have been sown, and the dews of

divine grace have fallen with prolific virtue. Un-
der the care of the present pastor, an Episcopal

church has been built in the town of Wheeling,

of brick, sixty feet by forty-five, containing seven-

ty-two large and commodious pews, an organ, and

a bell. Ten miles from this place, by the zealous

influence of the same Rev. gentleman and the

blessing of God, another Episcopal church has

been built. May heaven bless the good work, and

make the hearts of his people to rejoice! Com.
municants twenty-three—baptisms, sixteen chil-

dren and six adults—marriages sixteen.

In St. Paul's Church, Alexandria, there is no

material alteration. Its condition is improving,

and the number of communicants increasing.

All which is respectfully submitted.

Fred'k. W. Hatch, Chairman.

The said report was, on the question put

thereupon, approved by the Convention.

The session was suspended, for the purpose

of attending divine service by the Rev. Fred-

erick W. Hatch, and a sermon by the Rev.

William Meade ; after which, the Convention

again met. ^ „ , .^ 1

The Rer. Edward C. M'Guire, from the board
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of trustees of the Theological School, presented

a report, which was read, as follows :—

•

In obedience to the 12th article of the constitu-

tion of the Theological School of Virginia, the

board of trustees submit to the Convention their

annual report of the proceeduigs and stale of the

institution.

In fulfilling the duties intrusted to them by the

last Convention, the trustees adopted the earliest

and most elfectual method, which the judgment

of gentlemen learned in the law could devise, for

securing the funds of the institution. The money
collected on the first instalment, which became
due on the first of May, 1&22, has been loaned out

by the treasurer of the board, on the best security,

and the amount of three thousand nine hundred
and thirty-nine dollars eighty-four cents is now
yielding an interest of six per cent. The board

also adopted the best means within their power
for increasing the funds of the school, by appoint-

ing a number of gentlemen throughout the state

agents of the institution for that purpose. These
agents not having made their reports, it is not

Imown what success has attended their exertions ;

but it is believed, from partial information, that the

success, at least in some of the counties, has been

encouraging. The board would especially ac-

knowledge the zeal and success of Mr. Robert P.

Waring, the agent for Essex county, who has pro-

cured subscriptions exceeding •1^1,000; six hundred
of which he has generously given himself, with
the expectation of securing yet additional contribu-

tions. In addition to the appomtment of agents

in various counties, the board, at a recent meeting,
have appointed other special agents, who have en-

gaged to make speedy and persevering efl'orts to ac-

complish the collection of the contemplated fund.

The board also selected and appointed a profes-

sor of divinity, the Rev. Mr. Keith, who has been
rendering partial services in the institution during

the past year.

The whole amount of funds now claimed by the

society, including what is subscribed and paid in,

is somewhere about fourteen thousand dollars,

together with a valuable donation of theological

books, made by a gentleman of the Northern Neck
of Virginia, in addition to those given the institu-

tion by the late Rev. Mr. Andrus.
During the past year, two vacancies have occur-

red in the clerical members of the board of trus-

tees, by death and resignation. By the constitu-

tion, it belongs to the Convention to supply these

vacancies.

All which is respectfully submitted by the

Trustees.
May I5th, 1823.

The said report was, on the question put

thereupon, approved by the Convention.

The resignation of the Rev. John S. Ravens-
croft, of the office of trustee of the Theological

School, and the death of the Rev. Enoch M.
Lowe, another trustee of the said school, being

announced, the Convention proceeded to the

election, by ballot, of two persons, as trustees,

to supply the»vacancie8 thereby occasioned
;

whereupon the Rev. John li.Wingfield and John
Dunn were duly elected trustees of the Theolo-

gical School, to supply the said vacancies.

And then the Convention adjourned, to meet
again at Staunton, in the county of Augusta, on

the third Thursday in May next.

W.M. H. WiLMER, President pro tern.

Teste, Wm. Monford, Secretary.

Constitution and Canons for the government of
the Protestant Episcopal Church of Virgtnia,

revised and republished by order of the Con-
vention of that church which met at Leesburg,

Loudoun county, on Tuesday, the 13/A of
May, 1823.

CONSTITUTION.

Art. I. There shall be a Convention of the

Protestant Episcopal Church in this state on

the third Thursday in May every year : but the

Convention which meets in the year previous to

the meeting of the General Convention, may
have power to appoint the time and place of

meeting for the next annual session.

Art. II. The Convention shall be composed
of the otficiating ministers who have been
regularly and canonically elected in parishes or

churches within this slate, and within that part

of the territory of Columbia formerly part of

this state ; and of those whom age or infirmity

prevents from exercising their clerical func-

tions, who shall be considered members ex-

officio. The Convention shall also be composed
of lay members, consisting of one delegate from

each parish (or of two lay deputies, where there

shall be no clergyman in the parish), chosen by

the vestry thereof, or, if there be no vestry, by

at least twelve persons who may with propriety

be considered as members of the Protestant

Episcopal Church, duly notified ; and the elec-

tion shall be certified by at least five members
of this church

;
provided, that every parish hav-

ing more than one officiating minister who hath

been regularly and canonically elected, shall be

entitled to send as many lay delegates as it has

ministers.

Art. III. Six members of the clerical, and
six of the lay order, shall constitute a quorum
for the transaction of business ; but a smaller

number may adjourn.

Art. IV. In all matters that shall come be-

fore the Convention, the clergy and laity shall

deliberate in one body ; and the concurrence of

a majority shall give validity to any measure.

But, when three members require it, there shall

be a vote by orders.

Art. V. The election of a bishop of this

church shall be made in Convention, in the

following manner. The order of the clergy

shall nominate and appoint, by ballot, some fit

and qualified clergyman for that office ; and the

votes of two thirds of that order shall be requi-

site to constitute a choice. And thereupon

such appointment shall be presented to the or-

der of the lay delegates, and be considered by
them ; and if, on a ballot, it shall appc.ir that

the person so nominated is approved of by two
thirds of the lay order, he shall be then decla-

red to be duly elected.

Art. VI. In this diocess there shall be but
one bishop. He shall be president of the Con-
vention

; in which character it shall be his

duty to give to the Convention, as often as he
may deem expedient, a general view of the

stale of the church ; to call special Conven-
tions, at whatever times and places he may
think necessary ; to preserve order during the
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time of session ; to put the question, collect

the votes, and declare the decision. He may
make any motion which he shall judge condu-
cive to the good of the church, but shall not

enter into debate ; and he may deliver his sen-

timents on any subject after it has been discus-

sed, before a vote thereon. Whenever it shall

be necessary for the bishop to visit any part of

this diocess, he shall be authorized to call a

clergyman from any part of the diocess, to sup-

ply his place in the duties of his parochial

charge, for not more than two Sundays.

Art. VII. In case of a vacancy in the epis-

copal office, the Convention, immediately upon
their assembling, shall choose, by joint ballot, a

president from among the order of priests, who
shall remain in office until the next election of

a president. He shall perform all the duties

and possess all the privileges above specified
;

but he shall not call special meetings of the

Convention, unless applied to for that purpose
by a majority of the standing committee. And
if, while there is a bishop in this church, he
shall not be present at any meeting of the Con-
vention, they shall elect, in the manner afore-

said, a president pro tempore.

Art. VIII. A secretary shall be appointed

by the Convention, who shall continue in office

during good behaviour. His duty shall be to

make minutes of their proceedings, to preserve

their journals and records, to attest the public

acts of the body, and faithfully to deliver into

the hands of his successor all books and papers,

relative to the concerns of the Convention,

which may be in his possession. It shall be

his duty to notify, through the channel of the

public papers, as he may think proper, the time

and place appointed for the meeting of the suc-

ceeding Convention. The secretary shall an-

nex to the journals of every succeeding Conven-

tion a list of the clergy, with all alterations

therein produced in the preceding year by or-

dinations, deaths, removals, suspensions, and

degradations.

Art. IX. A treasurer shall be appointed by

the Convention, who shall continue in office du-

ring good behaviour, and who shall discharge

the duties usually appertaining to that office.

Art. X. Before the adjournment of each

annual Convention, a standing committee, con-

sisting of six members, three clerical and three

of the lay order, shall be chosen by a ballot of

the clergy and laity.

Art. XI. If at any time there should be no

bishop in this church, the Convention shall di-

vide the state or diocess into districts, and as-

sign to such clergymen as they may appoint

the superintendence of a district, which it shall

be their duty to visit at least once a year, and

to report the ecclesiastical and secular state

thereof to the Convention.

Art. XII. Every parish within this diocess

shall be entitled to the entire benefit of this con-

stitution, as soon as it shall have signified its

ratification thereof, either in writing or by send-

ing a lay delegate to the Convention ; and such

parish shall thereafter be benefited and bound,

equally with the other parishes in thia diocess,

by every rule and canon which shall be framed,

by any Convention acting under this constitu-

tion, for the government of this church in eccle-

siastical concerns.

Art. XIII. This constitution shall be unal-

terable, except in the following manner;—

A

proposition for any change shall be introduced

in writing, and considered in Convention ; and,

if approved of, the same shall be transmitted to

the several vestries of the parishes which shall

h«ve ratified this constitution ; and if again

approved of in the next ensuing Convention by
a majority, the change shall then take place,

and the constitution, so altered, shall be valid

and obligatory.

The minister of each parish shall make out

and continue an exact register of all the com-
municants within his congregation ; which reg-

ister shall be left, upon his death or removal, for

the use of his successor.

C.tNON II.

It shall be the duty of the ministers of our

church to be careful in observing all the direc-

tions of the rubric, and of the General Conven-
tion, which relate to communicants ; to main-

tain the most aflectionate intercourse with all

their members on religious subjects ; but, espe-

cially to converse with those who offer them-
selves for the first time for the communion, on
those qualifications which are proper for the

worthy receiving of the sacrament, unless they

be otherwise satisfied that they are properly

qualified.

LAY DISCIPLINE.
CANON III.

Communicants to have Family Worship.

It shall be the duty of every communicant of

this church, who is the head of a family, to live

in the habitual exercise of family worship.

CANON IV.

The members of this Church to instruct their

families in the Principles of Religion.

The members of this church shall instruct

their families, as far as they are able, in the

principles of the Christian religion ; and, as

soon as they are sufficiently informed and im-

pressed with the importance and sacredness of

their baptismal vow, and have come to a proper

age to ratify the same in their own persons, they

shall present them to the bishop for confir-

mation, when conveniently in their power.

CANON V.

The members of this Church to be regular in

their attendance on Public Worship.

The members of this church shall attend the

public worship of God as regularly and con-

stantly as, from their age, infirmities, and cir-

cumstances in life, may be reasonably expected
;

and shall neglect the performance of this im-

portant duty for no cause whatever, but such as

they might plead at the bar of God in the day

of judgment.
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CANON VI.

Offences for which a Layman may he presented

and tried.

WTiereas the present state of the Protestant

Episcopal Church of Virginia has experienced

many and great inconveniences from the want

of such regulations and provisions as the good

and wholesome government of the said church

required, and from the nonperformance of ex-

istmg canons :—Now, in order that such incon-

veniences may be removed, so far as lieih m
this Convention, and that the rules and canons

of the said church, and also those of the Gen-

eral Convention, may be strictly observed and

enforced in all time to come ; that all the mem-
bers of the said church, whether clergymen or

laymen, may be excited to the most zealous and

commendable exertions to further, by all jus-

tifiable means, the future prosperity of the

church :

—

Be it ordained, That any member of the

church, being a communicant thereof, conduct-

ing himself in a manner unworthy of a Chris-

tian, may and ought to be admonished or sus-

pended by the minister of the parish or congre-

gation, according to the rubric.

CLERICAL DISCIPLINE.

CANON VII.

Offences for which a Clergyman maybe brought
to trial.

V^Tiereas it is essential to the purity and pros-

perity of all religious communities, that the

temper and deportment of their ministers be

preserved holy and unblameable ; it is hereby

declared to be the duty of the bishop, or, if

there be none, of the standing committee, to

take cognizance of any offence against decorum
and religion, of which a priest or deacon shall

be charged upon credible testimony. Disorder-

ly, scandalous, and immoral conduct, neglect of

duty, disregard of the constitution or canons of

the church, disseminating or countenancing of

opinions which are contrary to her doctrines,

gaming, or any other vicious or unseemly diver-

sions, are offences for which (as well as for a

violation of the 26th canon of the General Con-
Tention) a minister may be brought to trial.

And the mode of proceeding shall be as fol-

lows :

—

Whenever satisfactory information shall be
given, in writing, by any two credible members
of the church in this diocess, to the bishop or

standing committee, that any clergyman is

guilty of a violation of the canons, or conducts
himself in any way incompatible with the char-

acter of a minister of Christ, the bishop shall

summon a meeting of the standing committee,

or, if there be no bishop, the president of the

standing committee shall assemble them, for

the purpose of inquiry and trial. Notice of the

time and place of meeting shall be given to the

accused party, and also a copy of the charge
or charges laid against such clergyman, at

least two months before the time a|)pointcd for

tvial. Witnesses shall be called, and no charge
shall be deemed substantial but upon the testi-

mony of two credible witnesses upon oath,

either delivered viva, voce, or by depositions

taken after reasonable notice given of the time

and place of taking the same. The party accu-

sed may call in any person to assist him in his

defence, and also such witnesses as he may
think proper, and have the benefit of depositions

as above prescribed. The bishop, or, if there

be no bishop, the standing committee, may ap-

point a clergyman to conduct the trial on the

part of the church ; and counsel may be em-

ploved on each side. If, after hearing the evi-

dence and the defence of the party accused,

two thirds of the quorum of the standing com-

mittee shall be of opinion that the person is

guilty of the charge or charges brought against

him, the bishop shall proceed to reprove, sus-

pend, or degrade him, as the offence may de-

serve. If there be no bishop, the standing com-

mittee shall take record and give notice of the

punishment due to the party offending : and, in

the latter case, an appeal may be made to the

State Convention, whose decision shall be final.

Provided, That none but a bishop shall pro-

nounce sentence of deposition or degradation

from the ministry on any clergyman, whether

bishop, or presbyter, or deacon.

CANON VIII.

Manner of proceeding against a Bishop.

If the bishop of this church shall voluntarily

commit any act or acts violating the constitu-

tion or canons, presentment shall be made, by

the Convention, to two or more bishops of the

Protestant Episcopal Church in the United
States. Such bishops shall have authority to

institute a trial within the diocess of the accused
party ; and the sentence of the two bishops, or

of a majority of a greater number; being founded

on the canons of the church, shall be final ; ex-

cept the sentence of degradation, in which case

he shall be allowed the privilege of an appeal to

the House of Bishops, provided he give notice

of such appeal, within six months, to the bishop

who presided in the House of Bishops at their

session immediately preceding.

. CANON IX.

It shall be the duty of every parish to send to

the Convention the sum of thirty dollars an-

nually, or such sums as the deputies can pro-

cure, for the contingent expenses of the church
;

which money shall be lodged with the treasurer

of the Convention of this church, and held sub-

ject to their order.

CANON X.

The manner of electing Vestrymen.

On every Easter-Monday, each parish shall

elect eight vestrymen ; but, where it is deemed
expedient, the number may be increased to

twelve. Two weeks notice shall be given of

the meeting by the minister, from the pulpit

;

or, if there be no minister, by the vestry ; and,

if there be no vestry, by any two members who
last possessed the power of vestrymen ; or, if

there be no surviving members of the vestry,

by three respectable members of the church

;

who shall cause advertisements of the meeting
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to be put up at such public places as will secure
the notice of the meeting. And every pew-
holder or contributor to the support of the

church shall be entitled to vote. Every ves-

tryman shall, upon taking his seat, subscribe

the following form :

—

" I do believe the Holy Scriptures of the Old
and New Testaments to be the word of God,
and to contain all things necpssary to salvation :

and I do solemnly engage to conform to the

doctrines and worship of the Protestant Episco-

cal Church in these United States."

The vestrymen thus elected shall choose two
church-wardens out of their own body, to dis-

charge the duties appropriate to their office.

In cases where unavoidable circumstances

prevent the election on Easter-Monday, it shall

take place at any time that may be deemed e.K-

pedient by persons authorized to call the meet-
ing, and in the manner aforesaid : and, until a

new election, the former vestry shall continue

in office. The minister shall be a member ex-

qfficio ; and a majority of the whole number
shall be required to constitute a quorum.

CAfJON XI.

Whereas that canon of the Protestant Epis-

copal Church of Virginia which directs the

manner of choosing vestrymen in the several

parishes is not applicable to the case of churches

built and supported by voluntary associations

of individuals, without any parochial charge
;

and it is proper that those who hold the sole

property of a particular church should provide

for Its care and management :

—

In the case of the Monumental Church in the

city of Richmond, and in all similar cases, the

choice of vestrymen shall be made by the pew-
holders of the respective churches, conforming,

as to the time of appointment and manner of

qualifying the vestrymen, to the regulations

prescribed by the 10th canon established by the

present Convention ; excepting in the case of

Christ's Church, in the borough of Norfolk,

which, being under peculiar circumstances in

relation to the number of trustees, the lime and

manner of electing them, and their rector, may
be permitted to conform to their own regula-

tions in these particulars.

CANON XII.

For the Division of Parishes.

Whereas, from the great extent of many of

the parishes in this diocess, and from various

other causes, it may be for the interest of the

church, and for the convenience and quiet of

the people, to permit the division of some of the

parishes
;

Be it therefore enacted, That whenever it

shall be made to appear to the satisfaction of the

Convention that such division is expedient, or

when the desire of the people of the parish for

such division shall be manifested, by repairing

the old churches or building new ones, elect-

ing a vestry, conformably to the regulations of

the church, and shall produce to the Convention

the original subscriptions of the vestry of the

church from which the application for a division

of a parish is made, to the test required by the

10th canon, and also produce a register of the

names of those who wish for a division of the

parish, on application to this Convention, such
petitioners may be received as a distinct parish.

CANON XIII.

It shall be the duty of every minister of this

diocess to make a register of each adult mem-
ber within his cure, agreeably to the 40th canon
of the General Convention.

CANON XIV.

The canons and constitution heretofore adopt-

ed by the former Conventions of this state, shall

be and are hereby repealed.

RESOLUTIONS

Concerning the Fund for the permanent support

of the Episcopate.

Thursday, May 21, 1818.

1st. Resolved, That the annual contributions

from Christ Church in Alexandria, of one hun-
dred dollars, for raising a fund for the support

of the bishop, which have now been paid or

which may hereafter be received, together with

all other sums which may be anywhere sub-

scribed and collected for the same object, be

vested in bank-stock, under the direction of the

standing committee of this diocess, in the names
of George Deneale and John Muncaster, church-

wardens of Christ Church, Fairfax parish, Alex-

andria, and their successors, for the purpose

aforesaid.

2d. Resolved, That, in aid of the Episcopal

Fund, the several ministers of this church do,

in their respective congregations, at some fit

season in each year, deliver an appropriate dis-

course, recommending the pious object of the

fund, and thereafter make a collection, the

amount of which they shall specially mention

in their respective parochial reports.

3d. Resolve<l, That each minister do, at some
convenient season of every year, visit one or

more of the vacant parishes of this diocess, or

of the counties of this commonwealth wherein

there is no parish, for the purpose of delivering

a similar discourse, and of collecting, by per-

sonal applications or otherwise, farther sums
for the enlargement of the Episcopal Fund, of

which vicil and collections they shall respect-

ively make a report at the succeeding Conven»

tion.

4th. Resolved, That no part of the Episcopal

Fund shall be withdrawn for any purpose, until

its annual interest shall suffice for the attain-

ment of its object ; and that, in the interim, it

shall be the duty of the standing committee to

see that its enlargement is hastened by the

prompt conversion of its revenue into principal.

Saturday, May 19, 1821.

1st. Resolved, That the vestries or trusteea

of each congregation in the respective parishes

of this diocess, do cause each adult person, pro-

fessing themselves to belong to or to De friendly

to the church, to be called on, and requested,
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each, to pay the sum of not less than one dollar,

to be applied to the said fund.

2d. Resolved, That the money which shall

be received by the vesiries or trustees in pur-

suance of the precedmg resolution, be forthwith

remitted to the president of the standing; coin-

mitiee of the church, for that committee to

invest it as heretofore directed.

3d. Resolved, That on or before the first day

of January next, and from time to time there-

after, reports be made to the standing commit-

tee of the proceedings under these resolutions.

4th. Resolved, That an appropriate address

from the Convention on this subject be adopted

and circulated, with the preceding resolutions,

among the members of the church.

5th. Resolved, That, in those parts of the

diocess where there are no vestries or trustees,

the friends of the church be requested to give

their aid in effecting the object of these resolu-

tions.

Saturday, May 18, 1822.

Whereas it appears by the reports from the

different vestries on the proceedings had under
the resolutions of the last Convention, on the

subject of the Bishop's Fund, that untoward
circumstances, and the pressure of the times

alone, have prevented a full compliance with

the said resolutions, but it appears that the

parishes are disposed to give their aid to carry

them into effect ;

—

Therefore, be it Resolved by this Convention,

That it be recommended to the different ves-

tries to proceed to carry into effect the object

of the said resolutions, in the manner in their

judgment best calculated to ensure success,

and make report to each ensuing Convention.

Journal of the Proceedings of a Convention of the Protestant Episcopal Church of Virginia,

which assembled at Staunton, on Thursday, the 20th of May, 1824.

The Convention met, and was opened with

divine service by the Rev. Reuel Keith, and a

sermon by the Rev. Frederick W. Hatch.

The Right Rev. Bishop Moore, D. D., took

the chair as president of the Convention.

The following clergymen, entitled to seats in

this Convention, appeared and took their seats,

viz. :

—

The Rev. Wm. H. Wihner, D. D., St. Paul's

Church, Alexandria ; the Rev. Wilham Meade,
Chapel, Frederick county ; the Rev. Daniel Ste-

phens, D. D, Augusta parish, Staunton ; the Rev.
Frederick W. Hatch, Fredericksville parish, Al-

bemarle ; the Rev. John H. Win'gfield, Ports-

mouth parish, Noifolk county; the Rev. Reuel
Keilh, Alexandria; the Rev. William Wickes,
Christ Church, Norfolk borough ; the Rev. Syl-

vester Nash, Hampshire parish ; the Rev. Ira

Parker, Christ Church, Lancaster county, and
Wicomico parish, Northumberland county ; the

Rev. Silas Freeman, Lexington parish, Amherst
county ; the Rev. Robt. Prout, Lynnhaven par-

ish. Princess Anne county ; the Rev. Chas. H.
Page, Kanawha parish, Kanawha county.

Ordered, That Dr. Carter Berkeley and John
G. Williams, Esq. be appointed a committee
to examine the certificates of appointment of

the lay deputies ; who then withdrew, and after

a short time returned, and presented the follow-

ing report :

—

The committee to whom were referred the
certificates of the lay delegates, have, according
to order, examined the same, and report, that the

following persons have been duly elected lay

delegates to this Convention :

—

Nicholas W. Parker, Christ Church, Norfolk
borough ; John Grammer, jr., Petersburg, par-

ish of Bristol ; George Sharfe, Hampshire par-

ish ; Thurmer Hoggard, parish of Lvnnhaven
;

Yeaman Smith, St. George's parish, Fredericks-

burg ; John G. Williams, Monumental Church,
Richmond ; Isaac Cannell, St. Paul's Church,
Alexandria ; Francis Nelson and Carter Berke-
ley, St. Martin's parish ; Phihp Nelaon, Freder-

ick parish, Frederick county ; Strother Jones,

Kanawha parish ; Edward Valentine, jr., Augus-
ta parish ; Franlilin G. Smith, Christ Church,

Alexandria, parish of Fairfax.

On motion. Resolved, That John G. Williams

be appointed secretary to this Convention.

On motion. Resolved, That Robert Greenhow
be appointed treasurer to this Convention.

On motion of the Rev. Mr. Hatch,

Resolved, That the rules of order adopted by
the last Convention for the government of their

proceedings, be the rules of proceeding during

the present Convention ; which rules are as

follows :

—

1. The business of every day shall be intro-

duced with the morning service of the church.

2. When the president takes the chair, no
member shall continue standing, or shall after-

ward stand up, except to address the chair.

3. No member shall absent himself from the

service of the house, unless he have leave or be

unable to attend.

4. When any member is about to speak in

debate, or deliver any matter to the house, he
shall, with due respect, address himself to the

president, confining himself strictly to the point

in debate.

5. No member shall speak more than twice in

the same debate without leave of the house.

6. A question being once determined, shall

stand as the judgment of the house, and shall

not be again drawn into debate during the same
session, unless with the consent of two thirds of

the house.

7. While the president is putting any ques-

tion, the members shall continue in their seats,

and shall not hold any private discourse.

8. Every member who shall be in the house
when any question is put, shall, on a division, be
counted, unless he be personally interested in

the decision.

9. No motion shall be considered as before
the house unless it be seconded, and, when re-

quired, reduced to writiug.
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10. When any question is before the house, it

shall be determuied upon before any new thing is

introduced, except the question of adjournment.

11. The question on a motion ol adjourn-

ment shall be taken before any other, and with-

out debate.

12. When the house is about to rise, every

member shall keep his seat until the president

shall leave his chair.

The following preamble and resolution were
ofTered by the Rev. William Meade, and unan-
imously adopted.

Whereas Mr. William Munford, who has for

many years served this Convention as secretary

and treasurer, has signified by letter his wish
to resign these charges, it is hereby

Resolved, That the thanks of this Conven-
tion be returned to him for the obliging and

faithful manner in which he has performed the

duties of the said offices, and that the Right

Rev. Bishop Moore be requested to express the

same to him, in the name of the Convention,

and to add their best wishes for his prosperity

and happiness.

On motion, Resolved, That Mr. William
Munford, late treasurer, be requested to pay

over to Mr. Robert Greenhow the funds in his

hands belonging to this church.

Ordered, That the Rev. Wm. W'ickes, the

Rev. Wm. H. Wilmer, D. D., the Rev. Wm.
Meade, the Rev. Daniel Stephens, D. D , Dr.

Carter Berkeley, and Mr. Philip Nelson, be a

committee to take into consideration the state of

the church in this diocess, and report thereupon

to the Convention.

Ordered, That the Rev. John H. Wingfield,

the Rev. Robert Prout, Mr. John Grainmer, jr.,

and Mr. Nicholas W. Parker, be a committee
to examine the accounts of the treasurer of the

Prayer-Book and Tract Society of Virginia

Ordered, That the Rev. Ira Parker, the Rev.

Charles H. Page, the Rev. Sylvester Nash,

Mr. Stroiher Jones, Mr. Franklin G. Smith,

Mr. Isaac Cannell, and Mr. Yeaman Smith, be

a committee to examine the account of the

treasurer of the fund for the permanent support

of the episcopate in this diocess.

Ordered, That Mr. Francis Nelson, the Rev.

Reuel Keith, the Rev. Frederick W. Hatch,

and Mr. Edward Valentine, jr., be appointed a

committee to examine the treasurer's accounts.

Ordered, That Mr. George Sharfe and Mr.

Thurmer Hoggard be a committee to examine

the state of the fund for support of widows of

deceased clergymen.

Ordered, That the Rev. Reuel Keith and the

Rev. Frederick W. Hatch be a committee to

examine the parochial reports.

On motion, the secretary received the fol-

lowing contributions from sundry parishes in

this diocess, viz. :

—

Christ Church, Norfolk borough, - - $30 00

Parish of Bristol, Petersburg, - - - 30 00
Hampshire parish, ---... 15 00

Parish of Lynnhaven, ------ 20 00
St. George's parish, Fredericksburg, - 15 00

Amount carried forward, $110 GO

Amount brought forward, SllO 00
Monumental Church, Richmond, - - 30 00
Frederick parish, 3U 00
St. Martins parish, Hanover, - - - 20 00
Kanawha parish, -------- 18 00
Augusta palish, 20 00
Christ Church, Alexandria, parish of

Fairfax, 30 00
Wicomico parish, Northumberland, - - 5 00
Christ Church, Lancaster county, - - H 02
Christ Church, Norborno pniish, Berke-

ley county, by the Rev. Wm. Meade, 1 1 00
Ff riihaiii parish, Essex county, - - - 20 00
Portsmouth parish, 26 00
St. Anne's parish, ------- 30 00

!i?361 62
And then, on motion, the Convention ad-

journed until to-morrow morning, at 9 o'clock.

Friday, May 21, 1824.

The Convention met according to adjourn-
ment, and was opened with prayer by the Right
Rev. Bishop Moore.

Mr. Edmund Penn produced a certificate of
his appointment as lay deputy for the parish of
Lexington, which, being read, was approved

—

whereupon he took his seat as a member of this

Convention.

Mr. Francis Nelson, from the committee ap-
pointed to examine the treasurer's accounts,
presented a report, which was r^ad, as follows :

The committee on the treasurer's accounts
beg leave to report, that they have had the
same under due consideration, and find them to

be correct. All which is respectfully submitted.

Francis Nelso.v, Fred'k W. Hatch,
Reuel Keith, Edwd. Valenti.ne, Jr

The said report was, on the question put
thereupon, approved by the Convention.
The Rev. John H. Wingfield, from the com-

mittee to examine the account of the treasurer

of the Prayer-Book and Tract Society, present-

ed a report, which was read, as follows :

—

The committee appointed to examine the ac-

counts of the treasurer of the Prayer-Book and
Tract Society of the Diocess of Virginia, have
discharged that duty, and find the same to be cor-

rect. JoH.N H. Wingfield, Chairman.

The said report was, on the question put

thereupon, approved by the Convention.

Mr. Thurmer Hoggard, from the committee
for examining the stale of the fund for the sup-

port of the widows and orphans of deceased

clergymen, made the following report :

—

The committee to whom was referred the

examination of the accounts of the treasurer of

the funds for the relief of the widows and or-

phans of deceased clergymen of the Episcopal

Church of Virginia, report, that they have, ac-

cording to order, had the same under considera-

tion, and find that there is now in the hands of

the treasurer,

3 per cent, stock, ----- S2,037 78

6 per cent, stock, - - - - 172 5

Amount carried forward, S2,209 83
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Amount brought forward, $2,209 83

1 share of stock in Bank of Virginia,

at par, 100 00

44 shares of stock in Farmers' Bank
of Alexandria, 2,200 00

Robert Andrews's executor's note,

bearing interest from 28th of Feb-

ruary, 1822, until paid, - - - - 800 00

Cash in the hands of the treasurer, - 150 48

$5,460 31

All which will appear more fully by the ac-

count of the treasurer herewith filed.

Thurmer Hoggard, Chairman.

The said report was, on the question put

thereupon, approved by the Convention.

The Rev. Amos C. Treadway, of Lynchburg
parish, appeared and took his seat in this Con-
vention.

Mr. Seth Ward produced a certificate of his

appointment as a lay deputy for Lynchburg
parish, which being read, was approved—where-

upon he took his seat as a member of this Con-
vention.

The Rev. Charles H. Page, from the com-
mittee appointed to examine the state of the

fund for the permanent support of the episco-

pate in this diocess, presented a report, which
was read, as follows ;

—

The committee to whom was referred the ac-

count of the Bishops' Fund report, that since the

last report, as appears by the treasurer's account

hereto annexed, that there are in Alexandria 41

shares in the Farmers' Bank, at $50 each (par

value), making $2,050, dividing six per cent.

;

also, six shares in the Bank of Alexandria, the

par value $200 each, making $1,200, dividing

five per cent.

The total amount in stocks, $3,250. Amount
of cash in hand, $205 66, to be vested in stock.

All which is respectfully submitted.

Charles H. Page, Chairman.

The said report was, on the question put

thereupon, approved by the Convention.

The Rev. William H. Wilmer, D. D., from
the committee on the state of the church, re-

ported a canon upon the subject of clerical dis-

cipline, which being read, was, upon motion,

laid upon the table.

The proceedings of the standing committee
of this diocess, since the last Convention, were
presented and read.

The Convention proceeded to the election,

by ballot, of eight delegates to represent this

diocess in the next General Convention of the

Protestant Episcopal Church of the United
States ; whereupon the following gentlemen
were duly elected, viz. :—The Rev. William
H. Wilmer, the Rev. William Meade, the Rev.
William Wickes, the Rev. Frederick W.
Hatch, Dr. Carter Berkeley, Mr. .lohn Nelson,

jr., Mr. William Mayo, and Mr. Philip Nelson.

The session was then suspended, for the pur-

pose of attending divine service by the Rev.
John H. Wingfield, and a sermon by the Rev.
Silas Freeman, after which the session was re-

snmed.

The Convention proceeded to the election,

by ballot, of a standing committee of the church
in this diocess for the ensuing year ; where-
upon the following gentlemen were duly elected,

viz. :—The Rev. William H. Wilmer, the Rev.
John Dunn, the Rev. Oliver Norris, the Hon.
Bushrod Washington, Mr. Edmund J. Lee, and
Mr. George Taylor.

On motion.

Resolved, That the next meeting of the

Convention of the Protestant Episcopal Church
for the diocess of Virginia shall be held in the

city of Richmond.
Mr. Seth Ward paid to the secretary $30,

the contribution from the Lynchburg parish

—

St. Paul's parish, King George, paid by Bishop
Moore, $20—and Wishington parish, West-
moreland, paid by Bishop Moore, $10.
The report of the committee upon the state

of the church, which had been laid upon the

table, was taken up, and, on motion made and
seconded, was referred to a special committee,

consisting of the Rev Wm. H.Wilmer, D.D.,Mr.
John G. Williams, and Mr. John Grammer, jr.

And then the Convention adjourned, to meet
again to-morrow morning, at 9 o'clock.

Saturday, May 22, 1824.

The Convention met according to adjourn-

ment, and was opened with prayer by the Rev.
John H. Wingfield.

Mr. John Grammer, jr., from the special

committee to whom was referred the report of

the committee upon the state of the church, re-

ported a canon, which was read, as follows :

—

CANON VII.

Offences for which a Clergyman may be brought

to trial.

Whereas it is essential to the purity and
prosperity of all religious communities, that the

temper and deportment of their ministers be

preserved holy and unblameable, it is hereby
declared to be the duty of the bishop and of

the standing committee to take cognizance of

any offence against decorum and religion of

which a priest or deacon shall be charged, upon
credible testimony. Disorderly, scandalous, and
immoral conduct, neglect of duty, disregard of

the constitution or canons of the church, dis-

seminating or countenancing of opinions which
are contrary to her doctrines, gaming, or any
other vicious or unseemly diversions, are of-

fences for which (as well as for a violation of

the 26th canon of the General Convention) a

minister may be brought to trial, and the mode
of proceeding shall be as follows :

—

Whenever the bishop shall have reason to

suspect a clergyman of any of the above-men-
tioned errors in life or doctrine, he shall inform

the standing committee of the same ; or when-
ever any member of the standing committee
shall have reason for such suspicion, he shall

give due notice of it to the rest ; whereupon
the committee shall proceed to inquire into the

circumstances of the case ; and if they shall

think that there is a sufficient cause for a trial,

they shall communicate the same to the bishop,

stating specifically the charges made. Where*
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upon, by order of the bishop, a council of pres-

byters, consisting of not less than three, shall

be convened, who, under the direction of the

bishop, shall proceed in due time to try the party

accused. A copy of the accusation or accusa-

tions, and notice of the time and place of trial,

shall be communicated to the accused party by
the bishop of the diocess, at least one month
previous to the time of trial. And furthermore,

it shall be the duty of the standing committee,
at such trial, to lay before the bishop and his

presbyters such evidence as they may be able

to obtain relative to the case under investiga-

tion. Witnesses may be called and examined,
and depositions taken, after reasonable notice

given of the time and place of taking the same
;

and all evidence received on such a trial shall

be given upon oath or affirmation, before a justice

of the peace. The party accused may call on
any person to assist him in bis defence, and
have the benefit of witnesses and depositions,

as above prescribed, on his giving to the stand-

ing committee reasonable notice of the time and
place of taking such depositions. If two thirds

of the council of presbyters shall consider the

charges as substantiated, they shall report to

the bishop the facts of the case, and what sen-

tence, in their judgment, ought to be pronoun-

ced ; whereupon the bishop shall proceed to

acquit, or else reprove, suspend, or degrade

him, as in his judgment the case may demand.
Furthermore, it is provided. That if there be

no bishop, the standing committee shall take

the place of the bishop, ordering all the circum-

stances of trial, and pronouncing such sentence

as the case may demand ; only, that their exer-

cise of discipline shall not proceed farther than

the act of suspension.

Resolved, That the seventh canon, for which

this is a substitute, be, and the same is hereby

repealed.

On motion made and seconded,

Resolved, That the said canon be, and the

same is hereby adopted.

On motion, Resolved, That Mr. Nicholas H.
Cobbs be invited to take a seat in this Conven-
tion.

On motion. Resolved, That the treasurer be

directed to pay the sum of seven dollars to the

doorkeepers of this Convention, for their services

during the present session.

On motion. Resolved, That the standing com-
mittee be directed to publish the canons of the

church, in the form of a letter, relative to the

candidates for holy orders, and to draw up proper

forms of recommendation for the use of such

candidates, in order to avoid the many incon-

veniences which have hitherto attended their

application for orders.

The following preamble and resolutions were
offered by the Rev. William H. Wilmer :

—

Whereas there are throughout the state, in

the possession of families and individuals, many
valuable books, the remnants of ancient libraries,

that are of but little use to their owners, but

which would be of great value to the Theological

School of this diocess,

It is hereby Resolved, That the friends of the

church, who are in possession of such books as

they can conveniently spare, be, and they are

hereby respectfully requested, to send them, for

the use of the school, to the minister of the

parish, or of the adjoining parish, or to Piofes-

sor Keith, of Alexandria.

Resolved, also, That the clergy and laity of
the diocess, who have in their possession Jour-
nals of the Convention of this state holden an-

terior to the year 1812, be requested to forward
them to the Rev. Wm. H. Wilmer, of Alex-
andria, for the purpose of enabling him to pub-
lish the whole of them in regular series, and in

a compact form.

On the question put thereupon, they were
agreed to.

On motion. Resolved, That the thanks of this

Convention be tendered to the ministers and el-

ders of the Presbyterian and Methodist churches
in this place, for the liberal and kind offer of

their churches for the use of the Convention.

On motion. Resolved, That the thanks of this

Convention be tendered to the citizens of this

place, for their kind and hospitable attentions

to the members of the Convention during its

session.

The session was then suspended, for the pur-

pose of attending divine service by the Rev.
Robert Prout, and a sermon by the Rev. Wm. H.
Wilmer, after which the session was resumed.

Mr. Alexander Garrett produced his creden-

tial as lay delegate for the parish of Fredericks-

ville, in Charlottesville, which being read, was
approved ; whereupon he took his seat as a
member of this Convention.

The Rev. Frederick W. Hatch, from the

committee to whom the parochial reports were
referred, presented a report, which was read, as

follows :

—

The committee on the parochial reports have
taken them into consideration, and beg leave to

present them to the Convention in the following

condensed form :

—

St. Martin's parish, Hanover, has no pastor at

present, but its prospects are not materially al-

tered.

In Augusta parish, the interests of the church
are represented as rather languishing, in conse-

quence of removals and deaths. Marriages five

—baptisms seven—funerals five—communicants
fifteen.

In Lynnhaven parish. Princess Anne county, four

have been added to the church. Communicants
twenty-three—baptisms eleven—burials thirteen.

The church in Hampshire county has suffered

much for want of regular ministrations hereto-

fore ; to secure which, its present scattered and
enfeebled condition renders every effort necessary.

Those energies, however, they appear willing to

exert, and are endeavourmg, to the extent of their

ability, to render the ministration of the word both

permanent and frequent.

Seven places of worship are regularly attended

— five of them once and twice a month, on Sun-
days, and other places, occasionally, on week
days. Baptisms thirty-two, three adults—mar-

riages three— funerals six.

'l"he rector of Fredericksville parish mentions,

with gratitude to Him who disposes the hearts

of men to good, the liberality manifested by the

citizens of Charlottesville, and several respecta-



172 CONVENTION OF 1824.

ble gentlemen in its vicinity, in subscribing funds
for building an Episcopal church in the town, and
for the frit-ndly interest they have taken in the

subject. Baptisms about tvveniy-four, ten col-

oured persons—funerals eight.

In Kanawha parish no material change has
taken place during the last year. In tlie congre-
gation at the mouth of Coal, and also that of

Charlestown, there ?re about twelve communi-
cants. The minister has once visited Cabell
county, and several limes the couiity of Mason,
where he found the people favourably disposed to

the church, and a very wide rield for ministerial

labours. Baptisms thirty -five, twelve coloured
children—deaths sixty, thirty-five children—mar-
riages twelve
The present pastor of Christ Church, Norfolk,

has had the charge of it about fourteen months,
in which lime eight persons have been added to

the communion. Twenty-two deaths have taken
place, thirty-tour have been baptized, and tiiirteen

marriages celebrated. There arc at present in the
congregation one hundred and eighty-four com-
municants, and one Sunday School. In a general
view of the state of this congregation, the pastor
is able to say that it is flourishing. The public

worship IS well attended ; and religion, he be-

lieves, IS advancing. On the subject of contribu-

tions to the Theological Seminary—an institution

increasing in interest in this diocess, some dif-

ficulty has arisen, which the pastor, in justice to

the parish, and in the hope that it may now be
removed, thinks it proper to e.xplain. When the
subscription was offered to the congregation in

Norfolk, the expectation was that the seminary
would be located at Williamsburg ; hence many,
from their attachment to that ancient seat of learn-

ing, subscribed more than they would have done
if expecting its location anywhere else. Being,
however, as anxious as any other portion of the
diocess for the success of the seminary, the hope
may be entertained, that now a temporary loca-
tion is contemplated, all difficulty in relation to
their subscri[)tions may be removed.

In Lynchburg parish the service is well at-

tended, and the prospects of the church are, upon
the whole, encouraging. Baptisms three—mar-
riages two.

In Bristol parish, Petersburg, the rector reports
considerable improvement in the attention of the
congregation to religious duties. The worship
of the church is well attended, and the number
of communicants is increased. Baptisms thirteen
—marriages sixteen—deaths thirty-seven.

Lexington parish, Amherst, had been for some
years without a minister, until July last, at which
time not a single individual was to be found who,
it is believed, would have gone to theconiinunion,
had It been celebrated. Present prospects, how-
ever, are somewhat encouraging ; the ministry of
the word is well attended ; numljers, it is l)elieved,

are daily becoming convinced "of sin, of righte-
ousness, and of judgment." There are three
churches in this parish to repair; two of which,
and to rebuild the other, exertions are now about
to be made. Baptisms forty-three, coloured per-
sons sixteen—deaths five—one marriage.

In Hungar's parish the rector believes the Re-
deemer's cause to be progressing, though no ma-
terial change has taken place since the last report.

Baptisms one hundred and twenty-one—mar-
riages nine—funerals twenty-seven—communi-
cants twenty-nine.

The congregation of Portsmouth parish in-

creases slowly, and the general state of the church
here is prosperous ; an increased attention to re-

iigion is manifested, and the attendance on the

preached word is more regular and general. The
gospel kingdom is gaining ground, and the rector
rejoices in the hope of a '• day of better things,"
not far distant. Baptisms nineteen—funerals eight
—communicants nineteen.

In Lancaster and Northumberland, the glory of
our ancient Zion is still visible. In the venerable
ruins of her dilapidated temples—the mouldering
pillar—the prostrate altar— the shattered dome

—

the spacious court—-once thronged with joyful mul-
titudes, and the solitary remnant who now traverse

the waste, mourning over its desolation, and seek-
ing to light up in their souls the flame of devotion
at altars where the sacrifice for sin has long since
ceased to be represented, exhibit to the mind of
the beholder a most melancholy subject of con-
templation. The minister of these parishes still

trusts, from the increased attention to religion,

and the growing respect manifested for the liturgy,

that, through the instrumentality even of his divi-

ded services, the congregations may be built up.

Two of the churches, it is expected, will be re-

paired. Baptisms thirty-six—funerals five—mar-
riages four

Parish of Frederick. Since the last Conven-
tion, the Rev. Mr. Roberstson having left the
church in Winchester, the Rev. Mr. Meade is

now sole rector of the parish, officiating alter-

nately at Winchester and the chapel. The state
of the congregations is considered as good. The
attendance on divine worship, w'ith a few excep-
tions, is very regular. The number of communi-
cants has been increased by the addition of eight
during the last year. The number of baptisms is

twelve, one of which is an adult. Two societies

of females, formed in the two congregations for the
purpose of promoting domestic and foreign mis-
sions, and the education of pious young men,
promise very effectual and permanent support to

these important objects. In the Chapel congrega-
tion very handsome collections have been made
for these purposes for some years past ; in the
congregation at Winchester the efforts have but
just commenced, though with very fiattenng i»ros-

pects of success, as nearly fifty dollars were ob-
tained in the few first weeks of its institution.

The minister of this parish, encouraged by the
success with which it has pleased Heaven to

crown his endeavours in this cause, begs leave to
state to the church the method which, by experi-
ence, he has found most effectual, in the hope of
inducing his brethren to make trial of the same.
Believing that the great duty and need of raising

up and properly educating pious young men for

the ministry, and of supplying the destitute parts

of our own land, as well as the nations of the
heathen world, with the ministrations of the gos-

pel, only required to be fully and frequently placed
before the hearts of Christians, as we do the other
duties and doctrines of religion, in order to induce
them to take a lively and active interest in the
promotion of the same, he has for some years past
been pursuing the following plan. He has sup-
plied himself with a nunilier of the best religious

magazines of the day, which give a full view of
all the spiritual wants, as well as religious exer-
tions and chanties, of the w hole Christian world

;

from these he has always been enabled to collect
a great variety of most interesting and edifying
pieces on all those subjects which are most dear
to every Christian's heart, and which from time
to time he reads to the members of the congrega-
tion. In the country congregation, he has for

some years been in the habit ol having meetings
for this purpose at private houses on some day in

the week, where a number of the families most
convenient assemble together. A few hours are
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epent in prayer, siuging suitable hymns, and read-

ing the above-mentioned selections. Sometimes
the ladies are engaged in some worli whtcii is dis-

posed of for the bonetit of the cause ; and the

younger members of the families are brought also,

and encouraged to take an interest in what is

passing. The minister can truly testify, for him-
self and those of his charge, that these meetings
are unusually interesting, and have the effect of

drawing the hearts of those present towards the

important objects laid belore them. As evidence
of which he states, that for some years past he
has, by means of these meetings in the Chapel
congregation, collected about one hundred dollars

annually, which for the two last years has been
sent to the general Missionary Society of the

church. At the same time, the communicants of

this congregation have been contributing between
fifty and one hundred dollars annually to the Edu-
cation Society of the District of Columbia, besides

liberal subscriptions to the Theological School of

Virginia. In the church of Winchester, a female
society for promoting the education of pious young
men, and for missionary iiurposes, has been formed
within a few months, and promises to do well.

In order to give proper intonnation to the minds
of the members, and also to impress proper feel-

ings on their hearts in regard to these subjects,

the minister has occasionally substituted, on Sun-
day afternoons, the above-mentioned extracts in

place of the sermon, and has reason to believe

that this plan is not only pleasing, but will be im-
proving and profitable. He hopes to raise the

annual sum of one hundred dollars from this con-

gregation, which, for the present, it is intended to

apply entirely to the education of pious young
men, together with a separate contribution from
the communicants. The minister of this parish

has been thus particular, because he thinks the

time has arrived when it behooves every minister

to make full trial of his ministry in this respect,

and because he believes that there is not a con-

gregation in the church from which something
may not be obtained from willing hearts, if the

subjects be properly and frequently presented to

them. Small contributions may thus be obtained

from pious females, and even from children, as

well as from the male members of the church,

which would not in the least degree interfere with
any other necessary collection for the support of

the church. He is firmly persuaded that no other

plan will produce half the effect, or will long con-

tinue in operation ; and therefore urges his breth-

ren to adopt that which his own experience for

many years has proved to be successful.

Monumental Church. It is with great pleasure

that the rector of the Monumental Church in the

city of Richmond informs the Convention, that the

state of his congregation is very promising. A
Bible class was instiluted by him the last winter,

which has been uniformly well attended. It con-

sisted of from eighty to a hundred ladies, whose
religious deportment was highly pleasing, and
who, from the readiness with which they an-

swered the questions proposed to them, must
have closely studied the subjects under considera-

tion. The number of coininunicants slowly in-

creases. The congregation are uniform in their

attendance upon divine worsliip, and devout in

their behaviour. The rector closes his report by
recommending to the clergy the institution of

Bible classes in their respective parishes, and to

be diligent in their catechetical instructions to

the children belonging to their congregations.

Communicants one nundred and thirty.

The committee cannot close this report with-

out recommending to the particular attention of

the parishes in the diocess, the subjects introdu-
ced to their notice in the interesting returns from
Fiederick parish by the Kev. VViii. Mcdde, and
from the Monumental Ciiurch by our venerable
bishop. All wl«ch IS respectful!) submitted.

FRh.!). VV. Hatch, Chairman.

The said report was, on the question put
thereupon, approved by the Convention.

The Rev. William Meade, from the mem-
bers of the board of trustees of the Theologi-
cal School, present in Staunton, presented a re-

port, which was read, as follows :

—

The trustees of the Theological School of Vir
ginia now present, though not in sufficient num-
ber to form a quorum, feel it their duty to submit
to the Convention the following report:

—

At the last meeting of the trustees, the Rev.
Reuel Keith was engaged as Professor in the in-

stitution, and requested to hold hunself in readi-

ness to take charge of it whenever it should go
into operation. He accordingly settled in Alex-
andria in the month of October last, and has had
under his charge, since that time, from twelve to

fourteen students, thirteen of whom were candi-

dates for orders. There are at present under his

care eleven young men, pursuing their studies

with fair prospect of their future respectability and
usefulness, and it is expected that not less than
twenty will wish to enter at the ensuing session.

During the present term, the students have been
instructed by the professor in Biblical Literature

and Criticism, the original languages of the Bible,

Prideaux's Connexions, Home on the Inspiration

of the Scriptures, Jahn's Archology, Butler's An-
alogy, and Magee on the Atonement. The more
advanced class has recited to the Rev. W. H. Wil-
iner, who has had charge of the department of

Systematic Theology, Pearson on the Creed, Bur-
net on the Articles, and such other authors as the

time admitted, and the course of study prescribed

by the House of Bishops required.

The trustees take great pleasure in contempla-
ting the present state and encouraging prospects

of the school ; and in bearing testimony, as far as

they know and believe, to the zeal, fidehty, and
ability with which the professors hrwe discharged
the duties of their professorship. They feel it in-

cumbent on them also to state, from satisfactory

information, that the whole course of studies has
been entirely conformed to the canons of the
church.
Under the present circumstances of the school,

the trustees are of opinion that Alexandria is the

best place for the present location, and they beg
leave to recommend to the Convention the adop-
tion of a resolution to that effect.

The account of the treasurer herewith submit-

ted will show the state of the funds. Various
obstacles have interposed against the collections

expected to be made for this object. In addition

to the pecuniary embarrassments which have pre-

vented the acquisition of new suliscriptions, and
retarded the collection of those already obtained,

a difficulty has occurred on the ground that the

terms of the subscription involved a condition of

location which has not been observed on the part

of the church. The hope, however, is entertain-

ed, that when the inconvenience and even im-

practicability of establishing the school at Will-

iamsburg are considered, with the advantages of

the place now proposed for its location, the objec-

tions that have accrued will be removed. Will-

iamsburg is too remote and inaccessible to justify

the hope that students can be obtained lor a the-

ological institution at that place. The experi-
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ment was tried there for one year without suc-
cess, and no hope of success seemed to present it-

self in the tune to come. No sooner was the trial

made in Alexandria, than the number of students

and the means of supporting the indigent among
them increased beyond our most sanguine expec-
tations. All that is now wanting lo complete suc-

cess, under the blessing of God, is the liberal co-

operation of the friends of the church. A pious
and well-quahfied minister of our church has de-
voted himself entirely to the arduous duties of an
instructer of the pious youth who wish to be qual-
ified for the work of the ministry, and requires

only a moderate support for himself and family :

that support the trustees are unable as yet to af-

ford from the interest of their vested fund, and
have to call upon the liberality of the friends of the
church to give them the ability, by the prompt pay-
ment of the subscriptions already made, and by
the most active exertions to obtain others.

We cannot hope for a full and permanent sup-
ply of pious and well-educated ministers from any
other source than the institution we commend to

the liberal patronage of our members.
The number of pious young men who are de-

sirous to devote their lives to this sacred cause is

continu-illy increasing, and the disposition to aid

the more needy of them to procure a suitable edu-
cation is increasing in an equal degree ; and to us
do both the pious youths and their benevolent pa-

trons look for an institution which shall furnish
them that instruction by means of suitable profes-
sors.

The said report was, on the question put
thereupon, received by the Convention.

And on motion, Resolved, That the Theolo-

gical School of Virginia be located for the pres-

ent in the town of Alexandria.

On motion, Resolved, That 750 copies of the

Journal of this Convention be printed, and dis-

tributed by the secretary among the parishes,

under the superintendence of the bishop.

On motion, Resolved, That the thanks of this

Convention be presented to the secretary for

his faithful services rendered during the present

session.

The following preamble and resolution were
offered by the Rev. William Meade, and adopted.

Whereas the bishop has signified to the Con-
vention his desire and intention of employing
an assistant, which is now rendered absolutely

necessary to the discharge of his episcopal du-

ties in the diocess, and that he is willing to pay
one half of the assistant's salary out of his own
purse

;

Therefore, Resolved, That as soon as the

bishop shall have obtained an assistant, he com-
municate the same to the ministers and vestries,

stating what would be needful, on their part, to

the support of said assistant, and making such
a representation of all the circumstances of the

case as he may deem most efl'ectual.

And then the Convention adjourned, to meet
again in the city of Richmond on the third

Thursday in May next.

RicH.iRD C. Moore,
Bishop of the P. E. Church of Virginia.

Teste, John G. Williams, Secretary.

Journal of the Proceedings of a Convention of the Protestant Episcopal Church of Virginia,

which assembled in the City of Richmond on Thursday, May \9lh, 1825.

The Convention met, and was opened with

divine service by the Right Rev. Bishop Moore,

and a sermon by the Rev. Oliver Norris.

The Right Rev. Bishop Moore, D. D., took

the chair as president of the Convention.

The following clergymen, entitled to seats in

this Convention, appeared and took their seats,

viz. :

—

The Rev. John Dunn, Shelburne parish,

I>oudoun county ; the Rev. William H. Hart,

Henrico parish, Henrico county ; the Rev. Ed-
ward C. M'Guire, St. George's parish, Freder-

icksburg ; the Rev. William Meade, Frederick

parish, Frederick county ; the Rev. Oliver Nor-

ris, Christ Church, Alexandria, parish of Fair-

fax ; the Rev. Andrew Syine, Bristol parish,

Petersburg, Dinwiddle county ; the Rev. Will-

iam H. Wilmer, D. D., St. Paul's church, Al-

exandria ; the Rev. Frederick W. Hatch, Fred-

ericksville parish, Albemarle county ; the Rev.

Richard H. Barnes, Hambleton and L'^eds par-

ish, Fauquier county ; the Rev. William Craw-

ford, Trinity parish, Louisa county ; the Rev.

Daniel Stephens, D. D., Augusta parish, Staun-

ton ; the Rev. Reuel Keith, Alexandria ; the

Rev. John H. Wingfield, Portsmouth parish,

Norfolk county ; the Rev. Charles H. Page,

Kanawha parish, Kanawha county ; the Rev.

Alexander Jones, St. Andrew's parish, Jefferson

county ; the Rev. Silas C. Freeman, Lexington
parish, Amherst county ; the Rev. Sylvester

Nash, Hampshire parish, Hampshire county
;

the Rev. Franklin G. Smith, Lynchburg parish,

Lynchburg; the Rev. Nicholas H. Cobbs, Rus-
sel parish. Bedford county ; the Rev. Mark L.

Chevers, Lynnhaven parish, Princess Anne; the

Rev. Robert B. Croes, assistant minister of the

Monumental Church, Richmond ; the Rev. John
Cooke, St. Martin's parish, Hanover and Lou-
isa counties ; the Rev. George A. Smith, Christ

Church, Norfolk borough.

Ordered, That Dr. Carter Berkeley and Mr.
John G. Williams be a committee to examine
the certificates of appointment of the lay depu-
ties; who then withdrew, and after a short

time returned, and presented the following re-

port :

—

The committee to whom were referred the

certificates of the lay delegates, have, according
to order, examined the same, and report that

the following persons have been duly elected

lay delegates to this Convention :

—

John Grammer, jr., Bristol parish, Peters-

burg, Diuwiddie county ; Seth Ward, Lynch-
burg parish, Lynchburg ; Edward Colston, Nor-
borne parish, Martinsburg ; George Hamilton,
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St. George's parish, Fredericksburg ; John Nel-
son, St. James's parish, Mecklenburg county

;

Robert E. Steed, Christ ("Ihurch, Norfolk bor-

ough ; Philip Nelson, Frederick parish, Fred-
erick county ; Jacqueline A Marshall, Leeds
and Hamilton parish, Fauquier county ; Ed-
mund I. Lee, Christ Church, Alexandria, parish

of Fairfax ; John Dove, parish of Henrico, Hen-
rico county ; Bushrod C. Washington, St. An-
drew's parish, Jefferson county ; Edmund Penn,
Le.xington parish, Amherst county ; Armistead
Mosby, Augusta parish, Staunton ; Thurmer
Hoggard, parish of Lynnhaven, Princess Anne
county ; Francis Nelson, parish of Hampshire,
Hampshire county ; Charles A. Alexander, par-

ish of Shelburne, Loudoun county ; William
C I^atane and Richard Croxton, South Farn-

ham parish, Essex county ; James M Garnett

and Henry Waring, St. Anne's parish, Essex
county ; John Hooff, St. Paul's Church, Alex-

andria ; William Mayo and John G. Williams,
Monumental Church, city of Richmond ; James
Rudder, Portsmouth parish, Norfolk county

;

Carter Berkeley, St. Martin's parish, Hanover
county.

Resolved, That Mr. John P. M'Guire be in-

vited to attend the sittings of this Convention.
On motion of Mr. Edmund L Lee,
Resolved, That the rules of order adopted

by the last Convention for the government of

their proceedings, be the rules of proceeding

during the present Convention ; which rules are

as follows :

—

1. The business of every day shall be intro-

duced with the morning service of the church.

2. W^hen the president takes the chair, no
member shall continue standing, or shall after-

ward stand up, except to address the chair.

3. No member shall absent himself from the

service of the house, unless he have leave or be

unable to attend.

4. When any member is about to speak in

debate, or deliver any matter lo the house, he
shall, with due respect, address himself to the

president, confining himself strictly to the point

in debate.

5. No member shall speak more than twice

in the same debate without leave of the house.

6. A question being once determined shall

stand as the judgment of the house, and shall

not be again drawn into debate during the same
session, unless with the consent of two thirds of

the house.

7. While the president is putting any ques-

tion, the members shall continue in their seats,

and shall not hold any private discourse.

8. Every member who shall be in the house

when any question is put, shall, on a division, be

counted, unless he be personally interested in

the decision.

9. No motion shall be considered as before

the house unless it be seconded, and, when re-

quired, reduced to writing.

10. When any question is before the house,

it shall be determined upon before any new
thing is introduced, except the question of ad-

journment.

11. The question on a motion of adjourn-

ment shall be taken before any other, and
without debate.

12. When the house is about to rise, every
member shall keep his seat until the president

shall leave his chair.

Dr. F. Carr produced a certificate of his ap-

pointment as a lay deputy for the parish of
Fredericksville, Albemarle county, which being
read, was approved ; whereupon he took his

seat as a member of this Convention.
Ordered, That the Rev. William H. Wiliner,

D. D., the Rev. William Meade, the Rev. Dan-
iel Stephens, D. D., the Rev. Oliver Norris,

the Rev. Andrew Syine, Mr. James M. Garnett,
Mr. Edward Colston, Mr. William Mayo, Mr.
Philip Nelson, and Mr. Edmund L Lee, be a
cominittee to take into consideration the state

of the church in this diocess, and report there-

upon to this Convention.

Ordered, That the Rev. Edward C. M'Guire,
the Rev. Alexander Jones, the Rev. John Dunn,
Mr. Bushrod C. Washington, Dr. Jacqueline
Marshall, and Mr. Thurmer Hoggard, be a com-
mittee to examine the parochial reports.

Ordered, That the Rev. p^rederick W. Hatch,
the Rev. William H. Hart, Mr. Robert E. Steed,

and Mr. Seth Ward, be a committee to examine
the accounts of the treasurer of the fund for the

permanent support of the episcopate in this

diocess.

Ordered, That the Rev. Reuel Keith, Dr.
Carter Berkeley, Mr. John Nelson, and Mr.
John Hooff, be a committee to examine the

treasurer's accounts.

Ordered, That the Rev. William H. Wilmer,
the Rev. John H. Wingfield, the Rev. Silas C.

Freeman, the Rev. Richard H. Barnes, and
Mr. William Latane, be a committee to examine
the state of the fund for the support of the wid-

ows of deceased clergymen.

The Right Rev. Bishop Moore delivered to

the Convention the following

PASTORAL ADDRESS.

Once more, my beloved brethren, hath the Al-
mighty in his providence permitted us to assem-
ble in Convention, to come up to the house of God
in company, and to take sweet counsel together.

Twelve months have elapsed since our last an-
nual ineetmg, during which time we have been
preserved in safety, and not one has been taken
from our ranks. " Bless the Lord, Oh our souls,

and forget not all his benefits."

With the calls which have been made upon me
from various parts of the diocess the last year it

has been impossible for me to comply, owing to

the want of an assistant to fill my place in this

city. As far, however, as the duty I owe my own
congregation, and the indisposition under which
I have laboured, would admit of my absence from
home, I have yielded to the solicitations of the

people, and have visited the country parishes.

On my way home from the Convention in

Staunton last May, I stopped in the county of

Cumberland, and preached to an attentive auditory

at the house of Mr. William Cock. That ven-

erable man, and a considerable number of his

neighbours, still retain their attachment to the

church of their fathers ; and I have no doubt that

a spirited and well qualified missionary would
aoon revive its interests m that district, and repair
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the desolations of our Zion in that part of the
diocess.

In the month of June I visited the county of

Gloucester, and oft'icinted on the Sabbath to a

large congregation HI Ware Church; and on the

day following I rode to Abingdon Church, but ow-
ing to a heavy rain I preaclied to a small auditory.

Few are the parishes which hold out stronger in-

ducements for the location of a clergyman than
Gloucester. The people, notwithstandnig their

long privation of the services of the church, con-

tinue their attachment to our communion. Within
a few years they have repaired one of their houses
of worship, and would furnish a clergyman of

piety and talents with a comfortable support. The
society is excellent, and 1 am confident that I do
them no more than justice to say, that a clergy-

man might calculate with certainty upon a happy
settlement in the busom of that aliectionate and
hospitable people.

In the month of July I went to Williamsburg,
at which place I preached to a large congregation,

and also administered the Lord's Supper. The
first of August I visited the town of Petersburg in

company with Dr. Wilmer, at which place I ad-

ministered the Lord's Supper ; admitted to the

holy order of deacons the Rev. John Cook and the
Kev. Lucius Carter. I preached m the evening,
and then bade them farewell.

In September 1 visited the churches in Alexan-
dria, and preached to both congregations, in No-
vember I went to Hanover, preached in Allen's

Creek Church, and also at the mansion of the late

Col Sims. The Rev. Mr. Cook is settled in Han-
over ; he is doing much good, and is very much
beloved by the people of his charge.

The latter end of November I again went into

the lower country, preached and administered the
Lord's Supper on the morning of the Sabbath, in

the church in Williamsburg, and in the evening
lectured at the house of Judge Semple, and con-
firmed his daughter.
The Monday following I rode to Yorktown,

preached in the morning at the courthouse, and
m the afternoon at the house of Mr. Nelson, to

attentive congregations.
Last month I visited the county of Amelia, and

preached at the house of Mr. Meade. In that

county there exist all the materials necessary for

the formation of a respectable congregation ; and
I give It as my decided opinion that a faithful, pru-

dent, and intelligent clergyman would be well re-

ceived by the people, and meet with abundant suc-

cess in his ministry.

To remedy some difficulties, brethren, which
have presented themselves to view, I conceive it

a duty incumbent on me at this time to offer a few
observations on the subject of an obedience to the

rubrics of the church; and as the clergy cannot
charge me with unkmdness in my intercourse
with them, I trust my remarks will be received
with the same spirit of conciliation with which
they will be offered, and not charged to a spirit of
improper domination.
The church of which we are members has al-

ways felicitated herself upon the possession of a

liturgy, combining with the soundest souse the
purest and most sublimated devotion; a liturgy

which has co.ninan<led the respect and admira-
tion of some of the greatest and iudsI enlightened
men who have lived since the reformation. To
enable the t^lergy to conduct the devotions of the

people m perfect uniformity, rubrics have been at-

tai-hed to all the offices of religion ; a i-ompliance

Willi which is required of every minister prior to

his ordination.

Although the services of the church have been

thus guarded, still it has sometimes happened that
a departure from the liturgy has taken place, and
the beauty of our incomparable form of worship
been, in some measure, destroyed.
When an in<lividual, instructed in the peculiar-

ities of our services, is engaged in the duties of the
sanctuary, he can follow, with indescribable pleas-
ure, the officiating clergyman in the regular exer-
cise of his office ; he is always prepared to unite
in the prayers, and to wurship the Lord in the
beauty of holiness, without the least distraction
of mind. But when it so happens that the clergy-
man is inattentive to the rubrics, the devotional
exercises of the worshipper are obstructed : his
mind, instead of being preserved calm and serene,
becomes perplexed, and his religious feelings
changed into those of disappointment, if not dis-

pleasure. I indulge the hope, brethren, that in
those instances in which the aberrations alluded
to have been practised, they have arisen more from
inconsideration than design ; and that it is only
necessary to mention the evil to have it remedied.

Another subject to which I must call your at-

tention, is the fund for the support of the episco-
pate in the diocess of Virginia. I do this with
less reluctance than I otherwise should, in conse-
quence of my age, and the impossibility of reaping
from it any personal advantages whatever.
The bishop of the diocess has duties to perform

which render it improper that he should be con-
fined to the superintendence of a particular parish.

All the congregations in the state form the objects

of his pastoral charge, and are equally entitled to

his superintending care. Were the bishop at per-

fect liberty, he could visit at pleasure the desti-

tute parts of his diocess ; convince the people of
the interest he takes in their concerns ; keep alive

their attachment to the church, and prevent them
from a departure from the fold. When confined
to the charge of a single congregation, the en-
treaties of those who are destitute of ministerial

aid cannot be complied with. His children ask
for the bread of life at his hands, and he is obliged
to withhold the aid for which they implore : they
plead their relation to him as to their spiritual

father, and they plead in vain ; they demand his

fostering care in accents which touch his heart,

but their demands, however reasonable and just,

it is beyond his power to satisfy.

Such, brethren, has been my situation since my
residence in \'irginia ; and such must be the situa-

tion of my successor, unless some provision should
be made to meet the evil. A clergyman of suita-

ble talents, who would travel through the diocess,

and who might be employed as a missionary at

the same time, could, I am well convinced, in the
space of two years, complete the j Ian you have
already commenced, and enable your diocesan to

perform the duties belonging to his office. What
person, who considers himself a member of the
church, would refuse a few dollars for the comple-
tion of such an object ? What Virginian, who
recollects the attachment of his departed parents
to the church, and who remembers the period
when he was led by them to worship in our courts,
would shut his ears to our petitions, or send us
empty away from hisdoors ? My brethren, I have
travelled too much through this diocess to con-
sider such an event possible. I know the Virginia
character too well to believe that the old church,
dilapidated as she is in many places, would ask
for bread and receive a stone. No, my brethren,
it is impossible. The rem;uns of their parents
lie interred, in many instances, within the walls
or around the walls of our ruined temples; and
those revered relics would make such an appeal
to their hearts as they would not be willing to
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resist. Make then, I beseech j'ou, one vigorous
and united eflbit in the case submitted to you

;

enter upon the concern with one heart and one
ininil, and the Lord will in mercy bless your
efforts.

At the last Convention an arrangement was
made for the procuring an assistant in this parish,
in order to enable me to attend to the duties of
the (hocess. Tiie assistant contemplated lias

been called, and is now a member ot this Con-
vention. 1 liave promised to pay him f500 annu-
ally out of my sahiry, and ihe last Convention
pledged themselves for a similar sum. I mention
these circumstances in order that tlie parishes
may take such measures to raise their proportion
of the salary as they consider expedient in tlie

case. May God in lender mercy, my beloved
brethren, preside in the council of his church, di-

rect us in all our doings, and further us with his

contiimal help.

Richard C. Moore.

On motion, Resolved, That the pastoral ad-

dress of the bishop be referred to the commit-
tee on the state of the church.

The standing committee of the diocess made
a report of their proceedings during the past

year, which was read.

On motion, Resolved, That Mr. Garnett, Mr.
Williams, Mr. Grammer, and Mr. John Nelson,

be a committee to consider a proposition which
has been made through a member of this Con-
vention, as authorized by one of the heirs of

Evan Ragland, deceased, to effect an amicable

settlement of the suit that is now pending

against the heirs of said decedent.

The standing committee of the diocess re-

ported that they had caused the canons of the

church, relative to candidates for holy orders, to

be printed in the form of a letter^ agreeably to

the resolution of the last Convention, which
they have now readv for distribution.

On motion, the secretary received the follow-

ing contributions from sundry parishes of this

diocess :

—

Christ Church, Norfolk borough.

Parish of Bristol, Petersburg,

Parish of Lynnhaven, - - -

St. George's parish, Fredericksburg,

Frederick parish, . - - -

St. Martin's parish, Hanover,

Augusta parish, . - . -

Christ Church, Alexandria, parish of

Fairfax, . - - - -

Farnham parish, Essex county,

Portsmouth parish, . - -

St. Anne's parish, . . -

Henrico parish, . - . .

St. Paul's Church, Alexandria,

Shelburne parish. Loudoun,

St. James's parish, Mecklenburg,

Hamblcton and Leeds parish,

St. Andrew's parish, Jefferson county,

Lexington parish, Amherst county,

Lynchburg parish, Campbell county,

Russell parish, Bedford county,

Monumental Church, city of Rich-

mond,

$30 00
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read the same from the pulpit to their respective

congregations.

On motion made and seconded,

Resolved, That the first resolution reported

by the committee upon the state of the church

be, and the same is hereby adopted.

On motion, Resolved, That the second and

third resolutions reported by the committee on

the state of the church, be for the present laid

upon the table.

The Rev. Mr. Meade presented the following

letter, addressed to this Convention from the

Colonization Society.

Office of the Colonization Society,

Washington, \2lh May, 1825.

To the Convention of the Protestant Episcopal

Church in the Slate of Virginia.

The managers of the Colonization Society re-

spectfully solicit the attention of the Episcopal

Convention to the great objects of their institu-

tion. Their success has already exceeded then-

expectations. 'I'he colony at Liberia is in a pros-

perous and improving state The interest in its

favour is more deep and extensive than ever be-

fore, and a thousand urgent motives are addressed

to every virtuous mmd, especially to Christian

ministers, to prevent their neglect of this encoura-
ging crisis, and to excite to renewed exertions in

this sacred cause of justice and religion.

It is through the clergy that the board believe

they may act most successfully on the public

mind. Much, therefore, do they desire the sanc-

tion of the several ecclesiastical bodies in the

United Slates to their plans and proceedings.

They beg leave, therefore, to suggest to this

Convention a measure which they intend to pro-

pose to the General Assembly of the Presbyterian

Churches.
That a resolution be adopted, recommending to

the congregations under the care of this Conven-
tion collections in behalf of the Colonization So-

ciety, to be made on the 4lh of July, or on the

Sabbath immediately preceding or succeeding
that day.

By order of the board,

R. R. GuRLEY, Resident Agent.

On motion, Resolved, That this Convention

have witnessed, with the deepest emotions of

gratitude to God, the degree of success with

which it has pleased him to bless the efforts of

the American Colonization Society : they ob-

serve with pleasure an increasing interest in its

prosperity everywhere manifested throughout

this Union, and particularly in the proceedings

of the last Legislature of this state, and they

recommend continued and increasing exertions

in its favour to the charitable and patriotic in

this diocess.

Resolved, therefore. That it be earnestly rec-

ommended to the different clergymen and ves-

tries of the Protestant Episcopal Church within

this diocess, to have collections made in their

respective churches on the Sabbath either pre-

ceding or succeeding the 4th of July, in aid of

the funds of the Colonization Society.

The Convention proceeded to the election,

by ballot, of eight delegates to represent this

diocess in the next General Convention of the

Protestant Episcopal Church of the United
Stales . v.hereupou the following gentlemen

were duly circled, viz :— The Rev. William

H. Wilmer, D. D., the Rev. William Meade,
the Rev. Frederick W. Hatch, the Rev. Ed-
v\'ard C. M'Guire, Dr. Carter Berkeley, Mr.
\\'illiain Mayo, Mr. Philip Nelson, and Mr.
Jaines M. Ganiett.

The Convention proceeded to the election,

by ballot, of a standing committee of the church
in this diocess for the ensuing year : whereupon
the following gentlemen were duly elected',

viz. :—The Rev. William H. A\'ilnier, the Rev.

Oliver Norris, the Rev. John Dunn, the Hon.
Bushrod Washington, Mr. Edmund I. Lee, and
Mr. George Taylor.

And then the Convention adjourned, to meet
again to-morrow morning, at 10 o'clock.

Saturd.\v, May 21, 1825.

The Convention met according to adjourn-

ment, and was opened with divine service by the

Rev. Sylvester Nash, and a sermon by the Rev.
William Meade.
The Rev. Mr. Hatch, from the committee

appointed to examine the stale of the fund for

the permanent support of the episcopate in this

diocess, presented a report, which was read, as

follows :

—

The committee on the fund for the support

of the episcopate have had the subject under

consideration, and beg leave to report, as fol-

lows:

—

In the year 1823, there was vested in

bank-stock of the Farmers' Bank of

Alexandria, at par value, - $2,050 00
Also, in stock of the Bank of Alexan-

dria, 1,200 00
Also, one turnpike share, not consid-

ered valuable, - - . - 100 00
During the past year, and up to the

present period, there have accrued
to this fund, chiefly in dividends on
stock, 402 16

$3,752 16

This last amount, with the exception
of $9 66, has been invested in the
Farmers' Bank of Alexandria, from
all which it appears that the sum
total of the fund for the support of
the episcopate is, as above slated, !|3,752 16

Respectfully submitted,

F. W. Hatch,
Robert E. Steed,
Seth Ward,
Wm. C. Latane,
Wm. H. Hart.

The said report was, on the question put
thereupon, approved by the Convention.
On motion made and seconded.

Resolved, That the second and third resolu-
tions reported by the committee upon the state

of the church be now taken up and considered.
The resolutions were accordingly taken up

and read.

And, on motion made and seconded,
Resolved, That the second resolution report-
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ed yesterday by the committee upon the state

of the church he iiKlofinitolv postponed.
The iiHines oi" those who voted in the affirm-

ative lire lis foHows:—
The Rev. Jolin Dunn, the Rev. Edward C.

M-Guire, the Rev. William Meade, the Rev.
Andrew Syme, the Rev. WiUiam H. Wiiiner,
the Rev. Frederick W. Hatch, the Rev. Will-
iam Crawford, the Rev. Daniel Stepliens, the

Rev. Reiiel Keith, the Rev. John H. Winalield,

the Rev. Ch:irlos H. Page, the Ri.-v. Alexander
Jones, the Rev. Silas C. Freeman, the Rev
Sylvester Nash, the Rev. Franklin G. Smith,
the Rev. Nichola.s H. Cobhs, the Rev. John
Cook, the Rev. George A. Smith ; Messr.s. John
Grammer, jr., Seth Ward, Edward Colston,

George Hamilton, John Nelson, Robert E.
Steed, Philip Nelson, Jacqueline A. Marshall,

Bushrod C. Washington, Edmund Penn, Ar-
mistead Mosby, Thuriner Hoggard, Francis Nel-
son, Charles A. Alexander, William C. Latane,
Richard Croxton, Henry Warring, John Hooll',

William Mayo, John G. Williams, Carter Berke-
ley. F. Carr—10.

The names of those who voted in the negatrve

are as follows :

—

The Rev. William H. Hart, the Rev. Mark
I,. Chevers, the Rev, Robert B. Croes, Messrs.

Edmund I. Lee, John Dove, and James M. Gar-

nett—6.

On motion.

Resolved, unanimously, That the third reso-

lution reported by the same committee on the

slate of the church be adopted.

The Rev. William Meade, from the Board

of Trustees of the Theological School, jiresent-

ed a report, which was read, as follows:

—

llfport of the Board of Trustees of the Theological

tSchnol of VirjfiTiia, to the Convention of the Diocess

assemhted in Kirhmond, May With, lt325.

With the liveliest emotions of gratitude to the

great Head of the cluirch tor the bh-ssing which
has been poured out upon our tirst efforts, we are

enabled to report to the Convention, that during

the present session, commencing in Octoljer lasi,

twenty-one young men have been pursuing their

studies under the two professors appointed to this

very important charge. As every thing belonging

to this mstiuiiion must be interesting to all the

true friends of religion and the church, and as the

meml)ers of the Convention, in particular, are

bound to watch over its proceedings, we herewith
present a brief statement of the diiferent subjects

and books which have engaged the attention of the

students during the past and present session: The
professor ofGreek and Hebrew Literature, Biblical

Criticism, and Evidences of Christianity, reports,

that by thaend of the term, the junior class will

have completed the History of the Church before

the advent of our Saviour, the Jewish Antiquities,

and the Evidences of the Inspiration of the Scrip-

tures. The text-books used are, the historical

books of the Old Testament, and Prideaux's Con-
nexions, Paley's Evuiences, and Home on the

Inspiration of the Scriptures, antl on the Jewish
Antiquities. They have also spent a large portion

of their time in tiie critical study of the four tJos-

pels and the Acts of the Apostles in the Greek,

and have read about eighteen chapters in Genesis

and thirty Psalms in Hebrew. The senior class

have studied, in the same way, the whole of the

M %

Epistles and about twenty chapters of Isaiah in He-
brew. The professor of Systematic Divinity, Ec-
clesiastical History, and the Nature, Ministry, and
Polity of the Cliurch, reports, that there were nine
students under his care who have gone through
the following exercises: twice in the week they
have recited in Systematic Divinity and Ecclesi-
astical History, alternately; have hnished Pearson
on the Creed, Burnet on the Articles, and iMo-
shrim's Ecclesiastical History, in addition to the
recitations in these te.\t books, the students have
been required to produce weekly, in rotation, a
thesis on some point uf systematic divinity, not so
fully discussed m the foregoing books, having ref-

erence to .Magec and Stackhouse; also, to produce
a written dissertation on each book of Scripture,
giving an account of its authenticity, contents,
scope, design, &c. In this way, the whole course
111 ihis branch is now nearly ccjinpleted. Ecclesi-
a.stical Polity, the Book of Common Prayer, and
Canons of tin; Cluirch, remain yt;t to be studied.
Besides these exercises, each member of the class

is required, in alphabetic rotation, to read the ser-

vice of the church, and a sermon of his own com-
position, once a week, in presence of the profes-
sors and the whole school. 'I'he students are
permitted, on these occasions, to otl'er their criti-

cisms and remarks on the performances ; and, on
the following week, the professors alternately de-
liver their seiiuinents on the same. In such exer-
cises of the mind are the young candidates for the
ministry diligently engaged, daily adding some-
thing to their stock of useful information, acqui-
ring an accurate knowledge of the sacred text,

equipping themselves with the whole armour of
God, using themselves to those weapons with
which they must contend against the enemies of
religion, and exercising themselves in those unties

which they will soon be called upon to perform in

behalf of the congreg;;tions winch are now waiting
to enjoy their tirst labours of love. Besides the
exercises just mentioned, over which the profes-

sors preside, the students meet on one evening of
each wet;k for the purpose of mutual edification,

by prayer and religious conversation ; they are also

actively and usefully engaged on the Sabbath, in

the Sunday Schools belonging to the Episcopal
churches in Alexandria; and on the evenings of
the Sabbath, as also on one other evening in each
week, they take part in the religious exercises of
private meetings in the town or in its suburbs,
among the poor and destitute.

For the purpose of obtaining an accurate knowl-
edge of the spiritual condition of the world, and
especially of our own country and church, and
thereby affecting their hearts with a lively concern
for the same, and determining what part they will

take in iminoving that condition, the students have
followed tiie good example of tlieir brethren in the

General Seminary, by instituting a society of in-

quiry, and entering into such correspondence as

shall be most likely to afford them the needful
information, particularly by soliciting a free inter-

course with the above-mentioned society in the
General Seminary.
The board of trustees have also to report to the

Convention the result of their deliberations at the

present meeting. From the representations made
to it by those professors to whom they had in-

trusted the important charge during the last and

present session, it appeared highly desirable to

afford them aid in some of the various departments

of theological science and pastoral duty which
require the attention of the teachers in such a

school. The trustees have therefore aupuinted the

Rev. Mr. Norris protessor-of Pastoral Theology,

al the same tune appointing a coiiunittea vvitb
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powers to select some suitable person to be profes-

sor of Systematic Divinity and Fuipit Kloquence.

To meet the addilicnal expense v{ one of the

new professors, is a subject which has for some

time past engaged the attention of the friends of

our seminary', and it is confidently believed that

such arrangements can be made as will ensure a

competent support to a suitable professor.

Jn relation to the funds of the seminary, the

board have to state that its collections have ex-

ceeded the sum of nine thousand dollars, and the

subscriptions the sum of .

The agents appointed to obtain further subscrip-

tions have been prevented, by a variety of causes,

from performing the duly assigned them ; but they

hope the time is not far distant when all llungs

will be favourable to a successful prosecution of

this work, and they will be enabled to present our

school to all the friends of the church throughout

the diocess, soliciting that pecuniary assistance

which is so needful to its prosjierity. In the mean-
time, we cannot refrani from taking this opportu-

nity of addressing ourselves to those especially

who, from their local situation or other circum-

stances, may have never been applied to, and ear-

nestly beseech them to consider the claim which

this institution has upon their pious charity ; we
beg them to consider the good example which
Christians and philanthropists in every age and

church have afforded to the world by the endow-

ment of such institutions, and particularly how
those who have abounded in the wealth of this

world, or had few dependants and connexions ur-

ging a strong claim upon their earthly goods, have,

in making their arrangements for departing this

life, endeavoured so to dispose of their possessions

as to make them redound most to the good of

mankind, and the glory of that God whose bles-

sing maketh rich, and who will require at our hands

a strict account of all the talents committed to our

trust.

It is with indescribable pleasure that the board

now makes mention of those auxiliary education

societies which have been formed in aid of the

great object of the seminary. These are, with few
if any exceptions, under the direction of the female

members of the church, who also contribute far

the greater part of the funds. To their zeal are

we indebted for an annual sum which has not only

enabled a considerable number of indigent and
pious young men to pursue their theological stud-

ies at our seminary, by defraying their needful

expen.ses, but has enabled us to support a profes-

sor before the interest of our permanent fund is

sufficient for the purpose. We commend their

example to the mutation of all our congregations,

and more particularly to the attention of our min-
isters, in whose power it is, by a zealous and per-

severing prosecution of this plan, to support our
seminary, and make it yield all the benehts to the

church for which it was designed. But the board
cannot conclude on this subject without the most
particular and emphatic mention of one duty, on
the right performance of which it is well assured

the genuine piety and usefulness of the institution

depend. That duty we can express in no words
60 suitable and impressive as those of our blessed

Master: "The harvest truly is great, but the la-

bourers are few
;
pray ye therefore the Lord of the

harvest, that he would send forth more labourers

into the harvest." We entreat our Christian

friends, and the ministers especially, in their pri-

vate and social prayers, to remember this subject,

and lay it before the Lord, entreating him to put

it into the hearts of pious youths of our church to

devote themselves to the work of the ministry, and
tb disp'os'e the h^s^rte of parents also to empplicatfe

this honour and blessedness for their children. If

such a spirit as this p(rva<le the Christian mem-
bers of our communion, we shall have God for our
friend, and therefore must prevail.

From the presi nt prosjects of the school, the
board entertain the hope that it will be prepared
to lake a respectable rank among the similar in-

stitutions established by the church. The Gen-
eral Seminary in New -York has been for some
time in successful progress. A diocesan school

in Ohio IS about to commence its operations, also,

with encouraging prospects. Experience has
proved that there is ample room and demand for

the Theological School of Virginia. By its local

convenience, and by its accommodation to the

habits and manners of our southern country, it

attracts, without conflicting with the interests of

the General Seminary, a patronage and support

which otherwise would be lost to the cause ol the

church. Many of the students now attached lo it

would have attended no seminary, and probably

would have been alienated from the church.
With the Bible chart before us, as delineated by

our venerable church, we hope that the course

pursued by the seminary will be honourable and
prosjierous to itself and the church ; and that the
students who may come forth from the inslilution

will be sound ministers of the church, comlaning
the love of order and unity wuh that experimental
acquaintance with the religion of the heart, and
that zealous and faithful discharge of the ministe-
rial functions, which alone can render them re-

spectable and useful in the Lord's vineyard.

The trustees herewith present a copy of the
rules and regulations which they have adopted for

the government of the school.

CHAPTER I.

Of the Course of Theological Learning.

The course of theological learning to be pursued
in this seminary shall embrace the following de-
partments :

—

1. Oriental and Greek literature— comprising
the knowledge which is necessary to the critical

study of the Holy Scriptures in the original lan-

guages.
2. Biblical learning—comprehending whatever

relates to the criticism of the sacred text.

3. The interpretation of the Scriptures—exhib-

iting the principles of Scriptural interpretation,

and the meaning and practical application of the
sacrtd writings.

4. The evidences of revealed religion—estab-

lishing the genuineness, authenticity, and credibil-

ity of the Scriptures, and a view of the character

and effects of Christianity, of the various objections

of infidel writers, with a refutation of them, and
of moral science in its relations to theology.

5. Systematic divinity—presenting a methodical
arrangement and explanation of the truths con-
tained in the Scriptures, with the authorities sus-

taining these truths ; a statement and refutation

of the erroneous doctrines attempted to be deduced
from the sacred writings ; and a particular view
and defence of the system of (aith professed by the
Protestant F^piscopal Church.

6. Ecclesiastical history—displaying the history

of the church in all ages, and particularly of the
Church of England and the Protestant Episcopal
Church 111 this country.

7. The nature, ministry, and polity of the church
—com()rismg a view of the nature of the Christian
church, and of the duty of preserving its unity ; of
the authority and orders of the ministry, with a
statement and elucidation of the principles of ec-

clesiastical polity, and an explanation and defence
of that of the PrDtertant Episcopal Church ; and



CONVENTION OF 1825. 181

also an exhibition of the authority and advantages
of iiturjjical service, with a history, explanation,

and {irlcnce of the liturgy of the Protestant Epis-

copal C^hurch, and of its rites and ceremonies.
H. Pastoral theology and pulpit eloquence—ex-

plaining and enforcing the qualifications and duties

of the clerical office ; and including the perform-

ance of the service of the church, and the compo-
sition and delivery of sermons.

CH.VPTKK II.

Of the Factdty.

The bishop and professors shall constitute a

faculty, and meet according to their own rules;

the pre.«ence of a majority of the professors being
necessary to form a board. The bishop, when
present, shall preside at all meetings of the board.

CH.\PTER in.

Of the Students. .

1. Every person producing to the faculty satis-

factory evidence of his having been admitted a
candidate for holy orders, with full qualifications

according to the canons of the Protestant Episco-

pal Church in the United States, shall be received

as a student in the seminary. All others may be
admitted who shall produce satisfactory evidence
of religions and moral character, and of classical

and scientific attainments, and in general of such
dispositions and habrts as may render them apt

and meet to exercise the minisiry.

2. Every student shall, on his admission into

the seminary, subscribe his name to the following

declaration, in a book to be kept for the purpose :

—We, the subscribers, students of the Theologi-

cal School of Virginia, do solemnly promise, with
•reHance on divine grace, that we will, during our
connexion with the seminary, faithfully obey the

laws thereof, and diligently prosecute all the

studies, and perform all the duties, which, accord-

ing to the rules of the institution, maybe required

of us ; and, furthermore, that we will uniformly
cultivate religious and moral dispositions and
habits ; and, by every means within our proper

sphere, endeavour to promote the reputation and
interests of the seminary.

3. On the admission of a student, his name
shall be entered in a book to be kept by the facul-

ty for that purpose ; and, in approjjfiate columns,

opposite each name, shall be recorded the time of

admission of the students respectively, the time

of their discontinuing attendance, and the cause

of the same. And this list shall be laid before the

trustees at their stated meetings.

4. The faculty, consisting of the bishop and

professors, shall have the power of suspending or

expelling any student, for reasons which they may
deem sulFicient. In the case of the expulsion of

a student who is a regularly admitted candidate

for orders in this church, or of his leaving the

seminary without approved reasons, information

of the fact shall be sent to the bi.-ihop, or, where

there is no bishop, to the standing committee of

the diocess to which such candidate belongs.

But, as occasions may occur when the prompt

exercise of discipline may be required, the profes-

sors alone shall have the power to suspend a

student from the school until due notice shall be

given to the bisKop of the nature of his oflence,

and of the time appointed for the trial, if a trial be

deemed necessary.

5. As mere theological learning, unaccompanied

v^'ith real piety, is not a sufllcipiit qualification for

the ministry, it is declared to be the duty of every

student, with an humble reliance on divme

grace, to be assiduous in the cultivation of evan-

gelical faith, and a sound practical piety ; neither
contenting himself with mere fonnality, nor run-
ning into fanaticism. He must be careful to
maintain, every day, stated periods of pious read-
ing, meditation, and devotion; and occasional
special seasons for the more solemn and enlarged
observance of these duties, together with that of
such abstinence as is suited to extraordinary acts
of devotion, having due regard to the days and
seasons recommended for this purpose by the
church. In order to excite just views of the
nature, responsibilities, and obligations of the
clerical office, he should frequently and carefully

read over the services for the ordination of dea-
cons and priests, with tiie view of making their

contents the subjects of serious rellection, and an
incitement to fervent prayer, that, if admitted to
cither of those offices, he may have grace to be
faithful in the discharge of its duties. He must
be regular in his atteiulance on the public service

of the church, not only on Sundays, but also, as
his studies and other duties will admit, on holy-
days and prayer-days. Sundays, in particular, he
should consider as devoted, except the portions

of them occupied in the stated services of the
church, to the private use of means for his ad-

vancement in Christian knowledge and piety.

And, with a view to the promotion of the same
great object, it shall be the duty of the professors

to commence their respective lectures or recita-

tions with an office of devotion suited to the pur-

pose, and to incorporate with their instructions,

as opportunity is attbrdod, such advice and direc-

tions as may tend to the rcUgious improvement of

the students, and to their proper view of the true

character and weighty obligations of the gospel

ministry.

CHAPTER IV.

Of the Course of Study.

1. The full course of study in this seminary

shall occupy three years, each year comprising

one session, commencing on the second Wednes-
day in October, and tenninaiing on the second

Wednesday in July. There shall also be a sus-

pension of the e.Kcrcises of the seminary on
Christmas-day, on Ash-Wednesday, on the week
immediately preceding Easter, anil on all days of

ihanksgivhig or fasting appointed by the eccle-

siastical or civil authority.

2. There shall be three classes in the seminary
;

the term of study in each of which shall be one
j'ear. The students who enter the first year
shall compose the third class ; those advanced
into the second year the second class ; aiid those
into the third year the first class.

Third class.—^This class shall pursue the study
of Oriental aruJ Greek literature ; of Biblical

learning and the interpretation of Scripture ; of

the evidences of revealed religion, and of Jewish
antiquities.

Second class.—This class shall continue the

critical study of the Scriptures, and shall com-
mence the study of moral science in its relation

to theology, of systematic divinity, and ecclesias-

tical history.

First class.—This class shall finish the study of

.<;ystematic divinity, of ecclesiastical history, and
shall also complete the course of instruction in

the nature, ministry, and polity of the Christian

church, and in the Book of Common Prayer, and
canons of the church.

3. Every student shall, besides attending to the

appointed recitations of his class, produce such

expositions of Scripture, critical dissertation*,

sermons, or other compositions, as the professors



182 CONVENTION OF iS25.

shall difect. And one day in each week the

classes shall meet with the professors, for the

performance of the services of tlie church, the

delivery ol original sermons, and such other exer-

cises as they may think proper.

4. Such arrangements shall be made by the

faculty, as that each class shall attend some one

of the professors at least once every day.

5. The professors, m their respective depart-

ments, shall use as text-books such works only

as are included in the course of study wliich has

been or may be recommended by the House of

Bishops, or as maybe approved by the faculty.

And, immediately after the close of each session,

tlie professors shall give notice, in such mode as

they may think proper, of the day of the com-
mencement of the next session, and of the books

which will immediately be used by the class

which next enters the seminary.

6. In order more efiectually to secure the bene-

fits of the above course of study, every applicant

for admission shall enter the seminary in the

third class, at the commencement of the tirst ses-

sion ; unless, upon examination by the faculty, he

be found qualified to take his station in either of

the other classes, or in the said third class, at any
period after the commencement of its first ses-

sion : in either of which cases he may be admitted

accordingly, and be entitled to the same rank and
privileges as the original m.embers of the class

into which he enters.

7. Every student in the seminary must be a

member of one of the classes, and engage in all

the studies which appertain to his class.

8. At the close of the second session in every
year, the students shall undergo an examination
on their studies by the faculty, in the presence of

such members of the board of trustees as can be
convened.

9. At the conclusion of the full course of study,

each student who shall have sustained his exami-
nations in a satisfactory manner sl.all receive a

testimonial of ihe same, signed by the profe.-^sors,

and countersigned by as many of the trustees as

may be convenient.

On motion made and seconded,

Resolved, That the said re;jort be received.

The Rev. Mr. Keith, from the committee

appointed to examine the treasurer's accounts,

presented a report, which was read.

The committee on the treasurer's accounts

beg leave to report, that they have had the same
under due consideration, and find them to be

correct.

On motion, Resolved, That the said report

be received and approved.

The Rev. Mr. M'Guire, from the committee

to whom the parochial reports were referred,

presented the following report :

—

The committee on the parochial reports have
had them under consideration, and beg leave to

present them to the Convention in the following

condensed form :

—

St. James's church, Leesburg, Shelburne parish,

is reported by the rector as in an impr vmg state.

A Female Missionary Society has been lately

formed—a liberal donation has been made to the

(.lencral Missionary Society. Raptisins iwenty-

eiglU—communicants forty—marriages nine.

The state of Augusta parish, Staunton, is re-

ported as nearly the same as at the last Conven-
tion. Faptisms thirteen—communicants twenty
•—funerals four—marriages five.

Bi. Martift'is parish, Hand\'or. This parish is

in a flourishing condition. The members of the
church manifest a laudable zeal for its support, as
for the support of other religious institutions.

There is a Sunday School and an auxiliary Edu-
cation Society in this parish, which promise much
usefulness. Baptisms six—communicants forty-
seven— funerals three—marriages five.

The parish of Hampshire has undergone very
little change since the last report. Its prospects,
however, are growing brighter. Much zeal and
devotion to the interests of the church are dis-

[ilayed by the few who have there rallied around
her standard. They have evinced the sincerity

of their attachment, in the zealous effoits made
by them for the erection of a house of worship.
An edifice of respectable dimensions has been
commenced. Baptisms five—communicants thir-

ty-four—one funeral.

Kanawha parish. There are signs of consider-
able improvement in this parish. The gospel has
exerted a favourable influence on the morals of
the people.

St. Paul's parish, Kmg George, and Washing-
ton parish, Westmoreland. Tlie church in these
parishes has undergone no material change since
the last report. Baptisms, for two years, thiity-

five—communicants thirty-six—marriages five

—

funerals sixteen.

Church on Richmond Hill. This congregation
has much improved withm the last year, and its

present prospects are highly llatienng. Baptisms
thirty-five— commuiiicanis twenty-eight— mar-
riages twenty.
Lynnhaven parish. In this parish every dispo-

sition IS shown to adv;uire the interests of reli-

gion. It is said that a fine field exists for the
labours of a pious, active clergyman, who would
be well received, and a reasortable support given
him.

St. Andrew's parish. The state of the church
in this parish is, upon the whole, encouraging.
There is a Bible class which is well attended ; an
auxiliary Education Society, which promises con-
siderable aid to the important object of its forma-
tion. The number of communicants has con-
siderably increased during the past year; the
whole number about seventy-five—baptisms twen-
ty-five.

Hamilton parish, Fauquier county. The con-
gregations are generally large in this parish, and
give good evidence of a profitable reception of the
word of God. 'I'here is among them a flourishing

auxiliary Education Society. Baptisms filteen

—

communicants upwards of fifty—buiials four

—

marriages three.

The rector of St. Paul's church, Alexandria,
feels bound to acknowledge the goodness of the
Lord towards the atiairs of his congregation.
The number of pew-holders and of communicants
has increased during the last year; and, although
he has t<( lament that lukewarmness and worldli-
ness too much prevail among thein, he has, never-
theless, cause of rejoicing in many instances of
piety and zeal, and in several interesting additions
to the communion from among the younger part
of the congregation.
The Sunday School attached to the church con-

sists of one hundred and thirty, and is in a pros-
perous state. There is also a' class formed from
among the children of the congregation, for in-
struction in the Bible and Book of Common
Prayer.

The Female Charitable Society belonging to
the congregation is .ilso pursuing its labours wiih
success, and increasing prospects of usefulness.
It now numbers upwards of one iiundred female
children, who are instructed weekly in the vaii-
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WW branches of industry suited to their sex and
circumstances. Most ot them have been taken

from ll>e lowest couiiiuon of life, and are in the

way to become quaUlied for usefulness and re-

spectability.

An association of the ladies of the congregation

also form, jointly with the ladies of Christ Church,
an auxiliary Kducation Society.

Etiorts are still making to pay olT the debt due

from the church, whicli, it is hoped, will ere

long be successful. Baptisms thirty-seven—fu-

nerals thiriythree—marriages twelve.

ikistol parish, Petersburg. Very little of im-

portance has occurred in this parish since the last

Convention. The ordinary duties of public wor-

ship are regularly performed. Baptisms twenty-

six—funerals twenty-seven—marriages eight.

Chr.st Church, Alexandria. The improving

state of this congregation is gratefully acknowl-

edged by the rector in his report. The number

of communicants has gradually increased since

the last Convention. The inembers are devoutly

observant of the duties of divine worship, and

give convincing evidence of a growth in grace,

and in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.

The Sunday School is in a prosperous state. A
neat building has just been completed for the

accommodation of the school.

Fredericksville parish. The rector of this par-

ish, with lively gratitude to the great Head otthe

church, reports a reviving spirit of piety m the

congregation of Walker's Church, and the addi-

tion of several hopeful communicants. His con-

gregation in Orange county has sustained no

material change since the last Convention. The
church in Charlottesville is expected to be finish-

ed in a short time. An auxiliary Education Socie-

ty has been established in this parish—one also

in Orange, from both of which much good may be

expected. Baptisms eight—communicants thirty.

St. George's parish, Fredericksburg. The con-

gregation in this place is still favoured with the

smiles of the great Head of the church. Many
signal proofs have been vouchsafed of God's mer-

ciful care and gracious presence. Every evidence

prevails of a true love for the church, and of a

growmg devotion to the precious truths of the

everlasting gospel. The people are careful to

maintain good works. They cherish with much
zeal and aflection a large and flourishing Sunday

School, from which much precious fruit has been

reahzed. An auxiliary Education Society exists,

and a Female Missionary Society, which promises

essential benefit to a destitute section of the

diocess. Baptisms fourteen—communicants one

hundred and three— funerals nineteen.

Frederick parish. The two congregations form-

mg this parish continue in much the same state

as when last reported. The attendance on public

worship is constant, and the services of the

church duly observed. The power of divine

grace has been manifested among the people

through the past year Six members have been

added to the church, of such as it is trusted shall

be saved There are two Sunday Schools, which

give exercise to the zeal and diligence ot a num-

ber of nous youDg members, and promise lasting

benefits to the objects of their pious charity. The

two Female Associations mentioned in the last

report have continued their labours of love, and

contributed largely to the objects of their care

during the past year. Following the advice and

example of the bishop, as recorded in his last

parochial report, two Bible classes have been

formed in this parish. Communicants one hun-

Tnnity Church, Portsmouth parish. The rec-

tor laments that he has nothing very favourable
to report concerning his charge. But he is not
discouraged, having some reason to hope that a
better state of things will succeed. Baptisms six-

teen—communicants sixteen—funerals eleven

—

marriages fifteen.

Russell parish, Bedford county. In this parish
the church has been organized only during the
past year. Such has been the prostration of our
Zion in these parts, that m all the county there is

not one Episcopal church ; and generally there
was either an ignorance of our services or a preju-

dice against them. The present minister has
been as favourably received as could have been
expected from existing circumstances. Though
he cannot say the cause of vital religion is flour-

ishing among his people, yet he finds the liturgy

gaining in esteem, and the numlier of responses
slowly increasing, and he has reason to believe

that these things will be the precursors of some
spiritual good. He now regularly otficiates in

tfirce attentive and highly resjjectable congrega-
tions. For the want of churches, his labours have
heretofore been more scattered than he wished

—

but he has the comlortable prospect of seeing two
neat brick churches erected during this year.

I'he number of communicants not exactly known,
but very small. Baptisms twenty-three—funerals

four—one marriage.
Christ Church, Norfolk. The Rev. George A.

Smith has been minister of this parish since the

first of March. During this period there have beea
eleven baptisms—eight burials— four marriages.

The number of conmiunicants is one hundred and
seventy-three.

The state of the church is represented as pros-

perous. An auxiliary Female Education Society

that formerly existed has been revived, and its

members are zealously engaged in ads'ancing the

purposes of its formation. The monthly meetings

of the society are attended by the minister, and

interesting religious uitelligence is communicated.

He reports this circumstance, that another proof

may be added to those already existing, of the

beneficial results of such meetings ; and considers

it as the easiest and best mode of making known
the spiritual wants of this and of other parts of

our country. The contributions to the Theologi-

cal Seminary have also been paid, almost without

exception, and a general and deep interest is ex-

cited in favour of the Seminary and the Education

Society.

St. James's parish, Mecklenburg. The rector

reports, that he has lately extended his labours to

the parish of Antrim, in the county of Halifax,

where he regularly preaches one Sabbath in the

month, and where he has reason to hope that his

labours will not be in vain in the Lord. With
the consent of the vestry ol St. James's parish, he
has also devoted one Sabbath in each month to

that part of the parish lying on the south side of

the Roanoke, where he preaches to large congre-

gations hungering for the bread of life, and pleased

with the services of the church. In addition to the

above, he preaches twice in the month at the es-

tablished church, and regularly, on week days, at

two otlier places in the parish; and, from the almost

numberless invitations to preach elsewhere, he has

reason to believe that prejudice is subsiding, and a

growing attachment to tlie church of our fathers

evinced. Communicants foity-two—deaths two

—

removals four—baptisms seventy-two—marriages

Lynchburg parish. The minister here began his

labours in Septemoer, 18:24. He has preached one

Sunday of each month at New-London Academy,

where the congregation, though small, contains a
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few warmly attached and exemplary members of
the church. The congregation in Lynchburg at-

tend divme service in the Masons' Hall, the use
of which has been obligmgly continued to them.
Lynchburg has had the services of Episcopal mm-
istry for only about two years ; yet the congrega-
tion is usually as large as can be accommodated,
and several of the old members have had the pre-
possessions of their youth revived, and have found
pleasure in joining in the use of the liturgy. Jt

is believed that a knowledge of the Common
Prayer is increasing, and that some are learning
to offer up their devotion with the spirit as well
as the understanding. The great inconveniences
that have been suflered from a confined place of
worship, are likely, through the goodness of God,
to be soon removed. A neat and convenient brick
church, of such size as to atford accommodation
to the congregation, has just been commenced,
and is e.xpected to be finished by the first of May.
The subscriptions made by their brethren and fel-

low-citizens generally, and, in particular, the
Christian zeal and liberality of one family, have
laid the Episcopal congregation there under great
obligations. On Christmas last the Holy Com-
munion was administered for the first time ac-
cording to the usages of our church, when seven
communicants attended, some of them for the
first time. Baptisms six—burials two—one mar-
riage.

Monumental Church. The rector reports the
congregation as in the same state as at the last
Convention.

Wheeling Church. The minister of this church
reports twenty-eight communicants — baptisms,
thirteen children and two adults—marriages twen-
ty- Edward C. M'Guire, Chairman.

On motion, Resolved, That the said report be
accepted.

Mr. Garnett, from the committee to whom
was referred the proposition from one of the
heirs of Evan Ragland, deceased, presented the
following report :

—

The committee to whom was referred the
proposition from one of the heirs of Evan Rag-
land, deceased, have considered the same, and
find that it involves several legal questions of
too complicated a nature to be duly deliberated
upon at this time, in full Convention. They
would therefore respectfully recommend to the
Convention the adoption of the foUowini^ reso-
lution :

—

Resolved, That Mr. .lohn Nelson, jr., of
Mecklenburg, and Mr. William Leigh, of Hali-
fax, be appointed a committee in behalf of the
Protestant Episcopal Church of Virginia, with
full and unlimited powers to act in any manner
which to them may appear best for the interest
of the church in relation to the devise made to
the church by Evan Rfigland, deceased, con-
cerning which a suit is now pending before the
Court of Appeals ; and the Convention hereby
pledges itself to confirm any compromise or
other act which this commiliee may make on
this subject.

On motion. Resolved, That the said report
be accepted, and the resolution adopted.
On motion, Resolved, That the thanks of this

Convention be tendered to the ministers of the
Presbyterian and Methodist churches in this
place, for the liberal and kind oli'er of their
churches for the use of the Convention.

On motion, Resolved, That the thanks of this

Convention be tendered to the citizens of this
place, for their kind and hospitable attentions to
the members of this Convention during its ses-
sion.

On motion. Resolved, That 750 copies of the
Journal of this Convention be printed, and dis-
tributed by the si-cretary among the parishes,
under the superintendence of the bishop.

On motion. Resolved, That the thanks of this

Convention be presented to the secretary and
treasurer for their faithful services.

On motion. Resolved, That the next meeting
of the Convention of the Protestant Episcopal
Church for the Diocess of Virginia be held in

Lynchburg.
On motion, Resolved, That it shall hereafter

be the duty of the trustees of the Theological
Seminary, to make their report on the first day
of each meeting of the Convention.
On motion, Re.solved, That the treasurer be

directed to pay the sum of seven dollars to the
doorkeeper of this Convention, for his services
rendered during the present session.

On motion. Resolved, That the Rev. William
Meade, the Rev. William H. Wilmer, Dr. Car-
ter Berkeley, Mr. William Mayo, and Mr.
Philip Nelson, be, and they are hereby nomina-
ted to the General Convention, as trustees of
the General Theological Seminary.
And then the Convention adjourned, to meet

again in the town of Lynchburg, on the third
Thursday in May next.

Richard Channing Moore,
Bishop of the Protestant Episcopal

Church of Virginia.

Teste, John G. Williams, Secretary.

VALEDICTORY ADDRESS.

On the Sunday evening after the adjournment
of the Convention, the clergy stood around the al-
tar, when the bishop thus affectionately addressed
them :

—

At the close of every session of the Convention
it has been our custom, my beloved brethren, to
hover around the altar of the Lord Jesus ; and,
while thus standing near the throne of our Al-
mighty Parent, to take our leave of each other, and
to supplicate God for a continuance of his blessing
upon us, and upon the church committed to our
care. For this practice we have a precedent in
ibe conduct of St. Paul, who, prior to his depar-
ture from EpliGsus, called thee Iders of the church
together, and imparted to them his pastoral admo-
nition.

He first enjoined them to take heed to them-
selves. As stewards of the mysteries of Christ,
intrusted with the dispynsation of the gospel he
entreated them to take hcod to vhemselves-^to
take care of their own vineyards—to cultivate
their own minds, and to watch over their own
conduct. This advice the apostle knew to be ne-
ces.sarv, as it would have been unreasonable to
suppose tluit they would be watcliful over others,
whose zeal did not influence them to take a pru-
dent care of tlieni.«!elves.

After having thus cautioned them against the
neglect of their own hearts, he told them to take
heed to all the flock over which the Holy Ghost
had made them overseers. As shepherds watch
dver their sheep, not only to prevent them iron}
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straying away, but also to lead them into good
pastures, so the ministers of Ephesus were charged
with the supernitendence of the people. Take a
constant care—exercise an unceasing vigilance
over the spiritual concerns of the congregations
committed to your charge, lest beasts of prey
should seize and devour them—lest Satan and
their own corrujitions should alienate their affec-'

lions from the Ahnighty, and sink them in eternal
ruin. " Watch ye in all things—endure afflictions

—do the work of evangelists—make full proof of
your ministry."

The concern with which you are intrusted, re-

member, brethren, is the church of the living God
—a church piirchnsed with the blood of (.'hrist

—

a purchase which exhaust(!d the treasury of
heaven—a purchase which cost the Son of God
his life—a purchase which crimsoned Mount Cal-
vary with blood—a purchase which angels wit-

nessed With drooping wings and throbbing hearts.

The neglect of your duty would involve in it

the greatest guilt. '\'our neglect would amount
to a contempt of that blood with which the pur-
chase of our salvation was made ; and would
stamp your characters with present disgrace, and
consign you to eternal ruin.

We are most assuredly to give an account of
our stewardship. How dreadful will be the state

of that clergyman who, after having undertaken
the superintendence of a congregation, withholds
his pastoral attention, and permits the people in-

trusted to his care not only to wander from the
path of duty, but to plunge into destruction !

What will be his situation at that moment in

which the angel shall swear that lime shall be no
more—at that moment when the earth and sea
shall give up their dead—at that moment when
every mortal, from Adam to his last born son,

shall stand naked and defenceless before God !

"What, I ask you, will be the condition of a sloth-

ful, wicked clergyman, at that tremendous hour?
See, advancing before the tribunal of Heaven,

some unhappy sinner, who, when the sentence of
condemnation shall be pronounced, will charge
the rum of his soul to the man to whose pastoral

care he had been confided. Blessed Jesus^may
the condemned sinner say—I acknowledge that I

have transgressed thy righteous laws ; but O,
merciful God ! my earthly pastor led me astray.

At the time in which I violated thy precepts, he
proclaimed peace in my ears, and I believed his

report. He sanctioned my aberrations by his own
practices ; and to him, in the face of an assemljled

•universe, I charge the destruction of my (jrecious

soul. If misery vvill be the portion of every offend-

er, my brethren, how aggravated will be the

misery of a wicked clergyman! When sinners of

a common description will call to the rocks to f;ill

on them, a wicked clergj'man will cry out in agony
—Mountains, cover me from the presence of

God!
On the other hand, how transporting will be

the situation of a watchful shepherd— a faithful

minister of religion. At that hour in which the

heavens will be rolled up like a scroll, and the

elements melt with fervent heat, a pious clergy-

man will arise from his tomb in peace and tran-

quillity. The happy spirit of some inmiortal being

will proclaim him, in the courts of heaven, as a

man who had been faithful in the discharge of his

duty. Tohim, blessed .lesus, I acknowledge myself
indebted for an acquaintance with divine things.

He instructed me in my duty—he taught me how
to pray—his holy life and conversation reflected
light upon my path, and it is through his instru-
mentality that I found the ways of religion pleas-
antness, and all her paths the paths of peace. To
such a steward the Redeemer will graciously say—

" Come, thou blessed of my father—enter thou
into the joy of thy Lord."

Several of you have just commenced your min-
isterial career. To you the path of pastoral duty—the labours and difficulties with which you will
have to encounter, are unknown. Put on, my
beloved sons, I beseech you, put on the whole ar-
mour of God ; for you will need that armour to
defend you from the attacks of the powers of
darkness. Depend not on your own strength ; for
if you do, you will find, to your loss, that you are
trusting to a broken reed. Rely not on your own
wisdom and knowledge ; for your duties are such
as require the wisdom and knowledge of angels
to enable you to perform them to advantage.
Ask wisdom of God to teach you. Seek spiritual
strength from God to sustain you. " Be strong in
the Lord, and in the power of his might."
To be successful in the ministry of the gospel,

you must be in earnest. A soldier, to be useful to
his country—to arrive at eminence in his profes-
sion, must be devoted to his duty. A lawyer, pro-
vided he wishes to occupy high ground, must fix

his eye upon the utmost point of legal eminence,
and surmount the most complicated difficulties, to
obtain distinction. A merchant who wishes to be
at the head of the department in which he moves,
must be a man of business and not of pleasure—

a

man of industry and not of indolence. A clergy-
man, to be useful to his fellow-creatures, and ac-
ceptable to his divine Master, must read, and
mark, and learn the word of God. He must be
always ready to perform his duty—it must be his
meat and his drink to do the will of the Almighty.
When called upon for the discharge of pastoral
duties, he must let his people see that it is his
pleasure to comply with all their reasonable de-
mands, and that he derives enjoyment from the
exercise of his office.

Acting upon such principles, a clergyman will
rise in the esteem of God and man. A good un-
derstanding, combined with prudence, will lead
him from small things to great : and, like water,
his merit will find its own level. Press forward,
then, towards the mark, for the prize of your high
calling of God in Christ Jesus. Take a bold stand
upon the mount of virtue, and keep it. Be con-
tented with nothing less than ministerial fidelity.

A drone, remember, is a useless animal—an indo-
lent clergyman is worse than useless—he is the
destroyer of sonls.

Finally, my sons, strive to advance the eternal
interests of tliose committed to your care—spread
their wants before the throne of Almighty God

—

and plead with heaven in their behalf. Visit, as
much as is compatible with your duty, the waste
places of Zion ; and endeavour to raise from their

ruins our dilapidated churches. The time is very
short— death is at the door—we have not one mo-
ment to lose. Live, I beseech you, live near to

God. Live as you would wish you had lived

when you come to die. Be faithful unto death

—

and, should we never meet again in this world, I

trust we shall meet in heaven. May the Almighty
take you into his holy keeping—guide you by his

counsel, and at last receive you into glory.
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Jovrnal of ihc Procrcdivgs of a Convention of (he Protestant Episcopal Church of the Dinccss of
Virginia, lehich assembled m the town of Lynchburg, on Thursday, the 18M day of May, 182G

The Convention met, and the church in this

place was consecrated by the Right Rev. Bishop

jMoore, D. D. Divine service was performed

by the Rev. Dr. Wilmer, and a sermon delivered

by the bishop.

The Right Rev. Bishop Moore, D. D., took

the chair as president of the Convention.

The follovvmg clergymen, entitled to seats in

this Convention, appeared and took their seats,

viz. :

—

The Rev. William Meade, Frederick parish,

Frederick county ; the Rev. Daniel Stephens,

D. D., Augusta parish, Staunton ; the Rev. Wm.
H. Wilmer, D. D., Saint Paul's Church, Alex-

andria ; the Rev. Reuel Keith, Christ Church,
Alexandria, parish of Fairfax ; the Rev. Edward
C M'Guire, St. George's parish, Fredericks-

burg ; the Rev. Frederick W. Hatch, Fred-
ericksville parish, Albemarle county ; the Rev.
Charles H. Page, Kanawha parish, Kanawha
county ; the Rev. Robert B. Croes, assistant

minister of the Monumental Church, Richmond ;

the Rev. Mark L. Chevers, Suffolk parish, Nanse-
mond county ; the Rev. John Cooke, St. Mar-
tin's parish. Hanover and Louisa counties ; the

Rev. Franklin G. Smith, St. Paul's Church,
Lynchburg parish, Lynchburg ; the Rev. Nich-
olas H. Cobbs, Russell parish. Bedford county

;

the Rev. Stephen S. Gunter. Hungar's parish,

Northampton ; the Rev. William F. Lee, St.

James's parish, Northam, Goochland county, and
Raleigh parish, Amelia county ; the Rev. John
P. M'Guire, St. Anne'.s and South Farnham par-

ishes, Essex ; the ]lcv. Henry W. Ducachet,
M. D., Christ Church, Norfolk ; the Rev .Will-

iam Steele, St. James's parish, Mecklenburg

;

the Rev. Johannes E. Jackson, Frederick parisii,

Frederick ; the Rev. John T. Brooke, Norborne
parish, Berkeley ; the Rev. Edward R. Lippit,

Professor in the Theological School, Alexandria

;

the Rev. George A. Smith, Fredericksburg.

Ordered, That Dr. Carter Berkeley and John
G. Williams, Esq. be a committee to e.vainine

the certificates of appointments of the lay depu-
ties ; who then withdrew, and after a short time

returned, and presented the following report ;

—

The committee to whom were referred the

certificates of the lay delegates, have, according
to order, examined the same, and report that the

following person.s have been duly elected lay

delegates to this Convention :

—

Edward Valentine, jr., Augusta parish, Au-
gusta county ; Fordyce F. Bovven, Henrico par-

ish, Henrico county ; Yeamans Smith, Saint

George's parish, Fredericksburg ; John G. Will-

iams, Monumental Church, Richmond; Thomas
L. Latane, So\itiiFarnhan\ parish, Essex ; Hugh
Montgomery, Bristol pari.^^h, Petersburg ; Balda
M'Daniel, Russell parish, Bedford county ; Seth
Ward, St. Paul's Church, Lynchburg; Philip

Nelson and Obed Waite, Fredericrk parish, P'red-

erick ; Carter Berkeley, St. Martin's parish,

Hanover and Louisa counties ; Fldmund Penn
and Richard S. Ellis, Lexington parish, Am-

herst ; Edmund Berkeley. Kanawha parish, Kan-
awha county ; Hugh Nelson, Fredericksville par-

ish, Albemarle county ; Thomas L. Robertson,
Christ Church, Norfolk.

On motion of Mr. Hugh Nelson,

Resolved, That the rules of order adopted
by the last Convention for the government of

their proceedings, be the rules of proceeding
during the present Convention ; which rules are

as follow :

—

L The business of every day shall be intro-

duced with the morning service of the church.

2. When the president takes the chair, no
member shall continue standing, or shall after-

ward stand up, except to address the chair.

3. No member shall absent himself from the

service of the house, unless he have leave or

be unable to attend.

4. When any member is about to speak in de»

bate, or deliver any matter to the house, he
shall, with due respect, address himself to the

president, confining himself strictly to the point

in debate.

5. No member shall speak more than twice

in the same debate without leave of the house.

6. A question being once determined shall

stand as the judgment of the house, and shall

not be again drawn into debate during the same
session, unless with the consent of two thirds

of the house.

7. While the president is putting any ques-

tion, the members shall continue in their seats,

and shall not hold any private discourse.

8. Every member who shall be in the house
when any question is put, shall, on a division, be

counted, unless he be personally interested in

the decision.

9. No motion shall be considered as before the

house unless it be seconded, and, when required,

reduced to writing.

10. When any question is before the house, it

shall be determined upon before any new thing is

introduced, except the question of adjournment.

11. The question on a motion of adjourn-

ment shall be taken before any other, and with-

out debate.

12. When the house is about to rise, every

member shall keep his seat until the president

shall leave his chair.

On motion, Resolved, That the Convention
will, during its present session, adjourn each day
at half past 2 o'clock.

The Convention proceeded to the appointment
of a trustee of the Theological School, in the

place of the Rev. Mr. Norris, deceased, where-
upon the Rev. Mr. Keith was elected.

Ordered, That the Rev. William H. Wilmer,
D. D., the Rev. William Meade, the Rev. Dan-
iel Stephens, D. D., the Rev. Franklin G. Smith,

the Rev. Nicholas H. Cobbs, Mr. Philip Nel-

son, Mr. Hugh Nelson, Mr. Seth Ward, and Dr.

Carter Berkeley, be a committee to take into

consideration the state of the church in this dio-

ccss, and report thereupon to this Convention.
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Ordered, That the Rev. Reuel Keith, the Rev.
Frederick W. Hatch, the Rev. Henry W. Du-
cachet, the Rev. Robert B. (3roes, Mr. Robin-
son, Mr. Valeniine, and Mr. Penn, be acommii-
lee to examine the paroihial reports.

Ordered, That the Rev, Mr. Jackson, the

Rev. Mr. Lippit, the Rev. Mr. Pac;e, the Rev.
E. C. M'Giine, the Rev. John P. M'Guire, the

Rev. Mr. Cook, Mr. Waite, and Mr. Latanc, be

a committee to e.xanune the accounts of the

treasurer of the fund for the permanent support

of the episcojiate in thi.s diocess.

Ordered, That tiie Rev. E. C. M'Guire, Dr.
Berkeley, and Mr. Philip Nelson, be a commit-
tee to examine the treasurer's accounts.

Ordered, That the Rev. Dr. Wilmer, the

Rev. Mr. Keiih, the Rev. Mr. Lee, the Rev.
Mr. Gunter, the Rev. Mr. Chevcrs, Mr. Bowen,
and Mr. Yeainans Smith, bo a comniittee to ex-

amine the Slate of the fund for the support of

the widows and orphans of deceased clergy-

men.
The Convention proceeded to the election, by

ballot, of Q standing committee of the church in

this diocess lur the ensuing year :—whereupon
the following gentlemen were duly elected, viz. :

the Rev. William H. Wilmer, the Rev. Daniel

Stpj)hens, the Rev. E. C. M'Guire, Dr. Carter

Berkeley, Mr. Hugh Nelson, and Mr. Phihp
Nelson.

The bishop having retired, Mr. Hugh Nelson
was called lo the chair.

Resolved, That the Rev Mr. Silas C. Free-

man be invited to attend the sittings of this

Convention.

Re^olved, That the Convention will meet each
day during its session at the hour of 9 o'clock

A.' M.
And then, on motion, the Convention adjourn-

ed until to-morrow morning, 9 o'clock.

Friday, May 19, 1826.

The Convention met according to adjourn-

ment, and WHS opened with prayer by the Right
Rev. Bishop Moore.
The Rev John H. Wingfield, of Portsmouth

parish, Norfolk county, appeared and took his

seat.

The parochial reports were handed in and

read, and referred to the committee upon paro-

chial reports.

The standing committee of the diocess for the

last year made a report of their proceedings

during the year, which was read.

The session was then suspended, for the pur-

pose of attending divine service by the Rev.

Mr. Lippit, and a sermon by the Rev. Dr.

Stephens.

A letter was received and read, from Will-

iam Leigh, Esq., upon the subject of the de-

vise to the church by Evan Ragland, deceased
;

and, on motion, the same was referred to the

committee upon the state of the church.

The Rev. Dr. Wilmer, from the committee

on the state of the church, presented a report,

which, on motion, was laid upon the table.

The Rev. Mr. E. C. M'Guire, from the com-

mittee appointed to examine the treasurer's ac-

counts, presented a report, which was read and
accepted.

On motion, Resolved, That the treasurer be
directed to send to the General Convention, by
the bishop, the sum of twenty-six dollars, as the

quota required by a resolution of the last Gen-
eral Convention, for the purpose of defraying

the contingent expenses of the same.
The Rev. Dr. Wilmer, from the committee

to whom was referred the examination of the
accounts of the treasurer of the funds of the
widows and orphans of deceased clergymen
of the Episcopal Church of Virginia, made the

following report :

—

The committee on " the fund for the relief

of distressed widows and orphans of clergy-

men," have, according to order, had the subject

committed to them under consideration, and beg
leave to report, that the account of the treasurer,

rendered to the Convention, has been examined
by them, and found to be correct.

The committee would beg leave to call the

attention of the Convention to the importance
of this fund, and the duty of cherishing it.

Some years ago, it was resolved by the Con-
vention that the subscribers should be released

from their past arrearages, by paying up the en-

suing current annuities. Very few subscrip-

tions, however, have since :,een received, and a

general indilVurence, it would seem, prevails

upon the subject. The committee would there-

fore recommend, that some one person should
be appointed, whose business it shall be, at each
Convention, to make a personal call on the sub-

scribers for their dues, and to obtain further

subscriptions to the fund.

It appears also to your committee, that the

constitution of the society requires some modi-
fication, adapted to the present state of its con-

cerns. They would therefore recommend to

the Convention the adoption of the following

resolutions ;

—

Resolved, That the Rev. Edward C. M'Guire
be appointed to aid the standing committee, as

agent for obtaining and collecting subscriptions

to " the fund for the relief of distressed widows
and orphans of clergymen."

Resolved, That the standing committee to

whom the management of this fund is commit-
ted, be requested to revise the constitution of

the society, and to report to the next Convention
whether any, and if any, what amendments, are

necessary lor the better efl'ectuatioii of the ob-

jects of the society.

On motion, The above report was accepted,

and the resolutions were adopted.

The secretary received the following con-

tributions from sundry parishes of this diocess

for the " Contingent Fund :"

—

Abingdon and Ware parishes,

Town and parish of Suffolk, -

Henrico parish, - - .

Christ Church, Fairfax parish,

Lynnhaven parish. Princess Anne,
Christ Church, Norfolk,

Russell parish, Bedford,

Amount carried forward,

$15 00
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Amount brought forward, $150 00
Kanawha and Cabell parishes, - 13 00

Hungar's parish, Nonhampton, - 15 00

St. James's parish, Mecklenburg, - 24 00

Lexington parish, Amherst county, 15 00
Trinity Church, Portsmouth parish, 23 50
Frederick parish, Frederick county, 30 00
St. Anne's parish, Essex, - - 30 00
South Farnham, Essex, - - 12 75
St. George's parish, Fredericksburg, 25 00
St. Paul's Church, Alexandria, - 20 00
Bristol parish, Petersburg, - - 30 00
Norborne parish, Berkeley, - - 15 00
St. Martin's parish, Hanover and Louisa, 20 00
Augusta parish, Augusta county, - 10 00
Monumental Church, Richmond, - 30 00
Donation by a gentleman, - - 30 00

$493 25
Resolved, That the old subscribers to the

Widows' Fund be discharged from all past

claims, and be entitled to the benefits of the
fund, by paying their ensuing annual dues.

And then the Convention adjourned until to-

morrow morning, 9 o'clock.

Saturday, May 20, 1826.

The Convention met according to adjourn-
ment, and was opened with prayers by the
Jlight Rev. Bishop Moore.
The Rev. Mr. Keith, from the committee to

whom were referred the parochial reports, pre-
sented the following report :

—

The committee on the parochial reports have
had the same under consideration, have ex-
atnined and condensed them, and are now pre-
pared to hand them over to the secretary for

publication, or to dispose of them otherwise, as
the Convention may be pleased to direct.

R. Kkith, Chairman.
Whereupon, it was Resolved, That these re-

ports be published as condensed by the com-
mittee.

parochial reports.

St. James's parish, Northam, Goochland coun-
ty, and Raleigh parish, Amelia county. Efforts
are now making to revive the church in these
parishes. For twenty or thirty years Ihey have
been destitute of the services of the Episcopal
Church. The success which has attended the ex-
ertions but very recently made, aiitiiorizes hopes
that our interests will rapidly gain strength, and
our liturgy again clothe the devotions of many dis-
ciples. In the parish of St. James there are two
buildings which had been suffered to decay ; one
has been put in tolerable repair, and the other
will shortly be rebuilt. In these churches divine
service is regularly celebrated.
One of the buildings in Raleigh parish is also

about to be repaired, and the services of the
church will be performed twice a month. The
people express great delight at the pro.spect, and
manifest zeal for the prosperity of the church

;

the spiritual condition of these parishes may be
inferred from the foregoing statement.
Monumental Church, Richmond. Communi-

cants about I-IO. The Sunday School connected
v\-ith this parish is in a flourishing condition, con-
sisting of more than one hundred children, and,
through the laudable exertions of Several young

ladies and gentlemen, the former of whom have
devoted much time lo the prosecution of their un-
dertaking, bids fair to become a fruitful nursery
of pure and undefiled religion. The Education
Society has contributed liberally during the past
year lo the funds of the parent institution, and has
now at its disposal one hundred and hfty dollars.

A Bible class of young men has been formed, the
members of which, though few in number, pursue
their studies with zeal and diligence, and in the
course of the ensuing season it is contemplated
to revive the female class, the exercises of which,
from various causes, have of late l)eeii suspended.
Church on IJichniond Hill. This congregation

is gradually improving, and its present prospects
are favourable. The minister has contested the
claims of the overseers of the poor to the glebe-
lands in this parish, and succeeded in obtaining a
decree of the chancellor in favour of the church.
The Sunday School attached to this church is m
a highly flourishing condition. Communicants
about thirty—baptisms twenty-seven—marriages
seventeen.

Trinity Church, Portsmouth. There has been
very little change in the state of this parish since
the last Convention. The congiegation has some-
what increased, and seems to be generally a little

more serious and attentive. Meetings have been
established in the week at private houses for

prayer and exhortation, which appear to be viewed
with interest. There is a catechetical class of
about twenty-five children, who manifest con-
siderable interest in the instructions the rector
imparts to them on the catechism, collects, and
articles of the church. Marriages six—baptisms
nine—communicants fifteen—funerals seven.

Since last October, the rector has had under
his charge the destitute parish of Lynnhaven, in

the county of Princess Anue, in which he has
preached regularly once a month. The congre-
gations of late have been for the most part very
small and irregular. Baptisms four—one funeral
—communicants not known.

St. Martin's parish, Hanover, has experienced
but little change since the last Convention. It

has lost some communicants by removals and
deaths, but the number added keeps up about the
same amount. Jn addition to the societies before
existing, there is one auxiliary to the Bible So-
ciety of Virginia. Communicants forty-seven

—

baptisms six—marriages five— lunerals seven.
Staunton, Augusta parish. The state of this

parish is not materially dift'erent from what it was
at the last report. Communicants about sixteen

—

marriages nine—baptisms four—funerals two.

St. James's parish, Mecklenburg, continues
much in the same state as when last reported.

The past year has been one of deep affliction : sev-

eral have been removed by death, and a few have
been added to our communion. Baptisms thirty-

six—marriages three—communicants forty-three

—deaths three.

In Halifax the prospects appear to brighten.
The number of communicants, though small, are
sincerely attached to the doctrines and worship
of our church. By the liberality of the ladies of
his parish, the rector has been constituted a life

member (^{ the Education Society. Communi-
cants eight—one death.

The rector of Hungar's parish reports, that
since his induction, the congregations have been
very attentive ; that there appears to be a grow-
ing attachment to the services of the church, and
that there is reason to believe that the church, by
the blessing of God, will revive. Baptisriis six-

teen—funerals twenty-five—communicants about
twenty—died and removed since last report, seven.
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Christ Church, Fairfax parish. During the past
year, this cliurch has bet'ii liceply aUhclod by the
death o( its excellent ami highly-respected pastor.

The present rector entered upon his duties iti

November last, since which tnue there have been
three additions to the sacrament— live baptisms
—two marriages—lour funerals. The Sunday
School and liible class of children belonging to

the congregation, and the Female Education So-
ciety ot the two churches in town, contiiuic to

flourish, and the Bible class of ladies lately estab-

lished promises to do well.

Russell parish, Bedford county. The rector of
this parish reports, that the interests of the church
are slowly, but, he trusts, steadily advancing. Du-
ring the past year iwo houses of public wor-
ship have been erected. The congregations are
highly respectable and very attentive. Though
his labours have not been signally blessed, yet,

in the conhdence of the gos[)el promises, he
feels encouraged to perseverance. Baptisms thir-

ty-six.

Norborne parish, Berkeley county. Number
of communicants eighty—baptisms, since I'ith of
March last, seven. 'I'his parish has been without
a minister for the last three years, during which
time it was visited by a neighbouring clergyman,
who administered the communion, when several

new coininunicants were added, and a Female
Auxiliary Education Society was originated. The
present incumbent feels encouraged by the atten-

tion of his people to the ministration of the word,
and sees nothing to check the hope that his labour
may be blessed to the production of spiritual

fruits.

Report of Kanawha and Cabell parishes. The
minister reports that he has been regularly preach-

ing at the mouth of Cole and at Charlestown, in

the county of Kanawha, and at Barboursville and
Guyandotle, in the county of Cabell, at which
places the congregation have varied from 100 to

150. Serious and anxious attention has been paid

to the services of the sanctuary, and some few
have opened their hearts to receive the truth as

it is in Jesus. The number of baptisms twenty-
four—deaths thirteen—marriages two. At the

mouth of Cole an edifice has been erected for

divine worship, chiefly through the liberality of

one family ; it is called Bangor Church.
The minister of Lexington parish, Amherst

county, reports, that the congregation of St.

Luke's Chapel, though small, is an interesting

one. The Lord hath been pleased to bless the

preaching of his word to such a degree, that at the

last commumon season a number came forward,

and, as is trusted, became worthy partakers of that

holy ordinance. At the beginning of the year

there was not one communicant in this congrega-

tion : seven have united with the church since, and
there are four or live more who have expressed

their wish, and will probably become members on
the lirst opportunity. There is a great anxiety in

this people to have the preaching of the gospel

continued unto them, and their prayers and exer-

tions will be made to obtain a successor to their

present minister, who is about to resign his charge

over them. The state of religion in '.he congrega-
tion of St. Matthew's Church is low, nor are the

prospects very flattering. There are, however, a

few individuals who seem anxious to continue a

minister among them, and to make exertions to

eflect that object. In this congregation there are

as yet no communicants.
The congregation at New-Glasgow does not

much differ from that last mentioned, except that

here there are three or four communicants. Fu-

nerals in the parish nine, of which two were in-

fants—baptisms, seven white children, besides
four or live coloured ones.
The rector of Christ Chnrch, Norfolk, reports,

that he entered upon the duties of his office im-
mediately on his removal to the diocess in Decem-
ber last. Since that time, a perioil of (ive months,
there have been twenty-nine baptisms (in three
cases of adults)—three marriages—eight funer-
als—eight admissions to the communion, making
the present number of communicants about 180.

The Sunday School is still large and flourish-
ing. Besides this, 150 children, male and female,
alt<!nd the catechetical examinations and lectures
of the minister after divine service on Sunday
afternoons.

The state of this church, as to temporal matters,
is very encouraging. The congregation is thought
to be larger than it has ever heretofore been, and
the attendance unusually regular. A liberal leg-

acy, recently bequeathed, has nearly disencum-
bered the church of tlebt; and there is good reason
to hope that all claims against it will, before
another year, be entirely settled. As to spiritual

concerns, there is cause for thankfulness. The
blessing of God has in some measure attended the
ministration of the word— a few souls have been
born to God of the Holy Ghost—and many, it is

hoped, are seriously concerned for their souls, and
anxiously desiring the influences of the Spirit of
all grace.

Contribution to the Education Society, - $158
Subscriptions to the Theological Seminary, CS
Subscriptions to the Contingent Fund, - 30

$253'
Fredericksville parish. In the course of his

ministry during the year past, the rector acknowl-
edges, with lively gratitude to the great Head of
the church, an increased state of prosperity in the
condition of his charge ; and, in dependance upon
the same source from which past blessings have
flowed, cherishes a lively hope of future mercies
to the church.
There have been added to the number of com-

municants since the last Convention about twenty
new members, of whom the best hopes are enter-

tained. 'I'he church edifice has been neatly fin-

ished, and every arrangement whereby the public
services of the sanctuary may be conducted w-ith

proper " decency and order," has been made by
the liberality of those who attend upon this minis-

try. A liberal donation, specially appropriated by
F. W. Gilmer, Esq., the late lamented Law Pro-
fessor of the university, for the purchase of com-
munion plate "for the church of his fathers," has
been received, and applied agreeably to his wishes.

Catechetical instructions are regularly imparted.

A reviving spirit of piety and zeal has clearly man-
ifested Itself among the congregation at Walker's
Church, and several persons have recently been
added to that communion.
The Female Auxiliary Education Society is

flourishing beyond our most sanguine expecta-
tions, and much is the church indebted to the ex-

cellent ones who have in charge that most inter-

esting institution.

The attendance of many of the students of the

university upon public worship is uniformly reg-

ular, orderly, and respectful, and among them are

to be discerned those of whom, under God, it may
be expected, that they will hereafter "shine as

lights in the Christian world " The rector ac-

knowledges, with gratitude to Him from whom all

good thoughts " do proceed," the active benevo-

lence on the part of those ladies of his parish by

whom he has been constituted a Ule member of

the Education Society, and most earnestly does
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he pray that God may reward this expression of

thpir r-^igard in the augmented glory of llieir future

slate. Baptisms about ten, three adults—mar-
riages eight—funerals six—communicants about

lifty.

St. Paul's Church, Lynchburg. The minister,

on reviewing the course and re.sults of his labours

during the past year, finds but little that can give

satisfaction. There m;iy be some among his little

flock who have become more sensible of the need

and the preciousness of a Saviour ; some few, he

humbly trusts, who are more coniinned and
strengthened in the Christian faith. The neat

and appropriate edifice whii'h was opened for the

first tune to receive this Conveniion, and which
was consecrated on the first day of its session, is

an evidence that the peoi)le of this parish are not

deficient either in public spirit or in zeal for our
beloved Zion. In things outward and visible, we
are, though in our infancy, a flourishing congrega-

tion : in other respects, if we may cherish any
hope, It must be with trembling.

J)uring the past year this church has been
called to mourn the death (a death, however, too

full of the Christian hopes and consolations to be

muurned) of one whose amiableness and purity of

manners, whose elevated rank in society, whose
ardent attachment to the church and splendid

liberality in its advancement, made her the orna-

ment and support of our sufl'ering cause—the late

Mrs. Sarah Cabell. Marriages three— burials

seven.

Suffolk parish, Nansemond county. The min-
ister reports, that the prospects of the church are

encouragmg. One of the churches in ihe lower
pari.-jh has been repaired at a considerable expense.

The church in the town of Suflblk has, within the

last twelve months, been put in very neat repair.

A considerable sum has been subscribed, with the

view of rebuilding the church on the south side

of the Nansemond river; which, together with

some additional funds, which of right belong to the

church, and it is e.xpected will be paid, will en-

able the vestry to accomplish the laudable design

of putting the said church in good order. The con-

gregation generally are supplied with |)rayer-books,

and take part in the service. The minister takes
great pleasure in stating, that he has received

very important aid in the discharge ol his duties:

by the assistance of the Rev. Mr. Keeling; m
consequence of which, he is enabled to have the

services of the church regularly performed, both
in town and country, every Sunday.
There has been recently established in the town

of Sutfolk a Suniiay School, which is well at-

tended, and bids fair to do well. It is impossible
at this time to rejiort the number of communi-
cants, as the Lord's Supper has been administered
in our churches but twice within the last twenty
years. Marriages five—baptisms twenty-two, in-

cluding one adult—funerals twenty-four.
The rector of St. Anne's and South Farnham

parishes reports, that his labours commenced in

August last. When he first located himself here,

there was much to discourage the friends of reli-

gion and the church; but he has reason to bless

God that the prospect is brightening. The church
in St. Anne's is now repairing to a considerable

extent, and its congregation is very interesting.

A work of grace seems to be going on among the

people, and some blessed fruit has already been
produced. A few souls have been born from on
nigh, and not only rejoice greatly in God their

Saviour, but adorn his doctrine in their life and
conversation, while others manifest a deeji sensi-

bility on the subject of divine and eternal things.

In South Farnham, the church (which is not ex-

clusively Episcopal) has been standing for a few
years in an unfinished state, but is now about to
be completed. Thougti the prospect of spiritual

improvement is not so fliiitering in this parish as
in St. Anne's, yet it is not without promise. Some
cases of religious concern, and other circumstan-
ces, induce the rector to anticipate belter days.
As the sacrament of the Lord's Supjier has not
been administered in either oi his parishes, the
number of ccmimunicanls is not known. Mar-
riages, in both, two—baptisms five—burials eight.

St. Paul's Church, Alexandria. The rector re-

ports that no material alteiarion has taken place
in the aflairs of the congregation since the last

Convention.
The Sunday School attached to the church

numbers 172 children, and continues to flourish

under the zealous and praiseworthy exertions of
its teachers. The class which has been formed of
the children of the congregation, for the study of
the Bible, is still continued, and prospers. A
school has been opened, also, one evening in the
week, for teaching adults, upwards of of
whom regularly attend. The Fema e Society for

the improvement of the female jioor of the town,
before reported, has upwards of a hundred on its

list of beneficiaries, and continues to exert a suc-
cessful and salutary influence upon these interest-

ing objects of its bounty The teachers, as well
as the children in this society, consi.-st of the va-
rious denominations of Christians. By means of
their benevolent exertions, many of these children
have apparently already been rescued from idle-

ness, poverty, and misery, and placed in a way to
become respectable and uselul members of socie-

ty. The rector has also instituted a weekly lec-

ture to the female part of the congregation, the
design of which is to give a consecutive histori-

cal and practical exposition of the Bible. It i.s

well attended, and the hope is indulged that it will

be useful.

The Episcopal Church of Fredericksburg.
This church is in a prosperous and flourishing-

state. The numerical increase of the congrega-
tion has been considerable during the past year.

The services of the sanctuary have been more
fully attended, especially in the afternouii, than at

any previous period of the rector's ministry among
this people. Of the increase of real religion, the
rector cannot speak so confidently—some, indeed,
have been added to the church during the past
year, whom he has good reason to believe will be
eternally saved—but there is much reason to re-

gret that so few out of so large a congregation
have given themselves up to the Lord.

Much zeal is shown by the people of God in

promoting the interests of virtue and piety. The
several charitable institutions connected with the

church enjoy a large measure of their care and
attention. 'I he Sunday Schools are especially

cherished by them with warm and aftectionalccon-

cern Baptisms twenty-five— marriages twelve

—

funerals thirteen—communicants upwards of 100.

Frederick parish. The rector of this parish re-

ports, that during the past year the congregation
at Winchester has succeeded in otitaining the ser-

vices of the Rev, Mr. .lackson, late of Baltimore,
who is now assistant minister of the parish. The
prospects of usetillne^s in the congregation at

Winchester are flattering. The attendance on di-

vine worship is very good, and attachment to their

minister strong. One Sunday in each month, the
Rev. Mr. Jackson ofllciates to a very attentive

country congregation at Mill Creek, on the bor-
ders of Berkeley county.
The labours of the Rev. Mr. Meade are now more

confined to the Chapel congregation, and the plan
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tations in the neighbourhood thereof. The attend-

ance at the chaiiel, with but few exct;|,lie»us, is

very uunclual, and the worship devoutly con-

ducted.
The number of communicants in the whole

parish is abuut one hundred and ten ; the bap-

tisms during tlie last year have been eight, thelu-

nerals miic, and the marnagc^s five. The Sunday
School ui Wmchesier is still in operation. That
beion2:iiig to the Chapel congrefjalion has ceased,

nolvvuhstaniling the most persevering elVorts of

the lejchers, lioin not being able to piocure the

alleudance of tUe children. 'IWo Female Au.xil-

iary Kducalion Societies exist ui the parish, and
coiitiibute very largely to the support of that in-

stiiution. During tlie past year, the ladies in Win-
chester have made the rector of the parish a life

niemiier of the Education Society, by the payment
of thirty dollars, and those of the Chapel congre-

gation have made him a life member of the Amer-
ican Bible Society, by the payment of the same
sum, for which evidences ol their regard he feels

most truly grateful to them, and to that Being
who, he trusts, inspired such affection in their bo-

soms.
The missionary meetings mentioned in a for

mer report are still continued, and excite the same
interest as at first.

In the congregation of Winchester, a weekly
lecture is held on one evening of each week, at

some private house, and a Bible class of young la-

dies is m operation, both of wliich promise to be

useful.

The Rev. Mr. Jackson, from the committee

appointed to examine the state of the fund for

the permanent support of the episcopate in this

diocess, presented a report, which was read and

approved.

The comnrittee to whom was referred the ac-

count of the treasurer of the fund for the support

of the episcopate ui this diocess, beg leave to re-

port. Thai during the last year there has been re-

ceived mto the treasury the sum of one hundred

and nuiety dollars and sixteen cents, including a

balance of the former year of nine dollars and

sixty-six cents—and that there has been invested

in profitable bank-stock the sum of one hundred

and sixty-five dollars, leaving a balance in the

hands of the treasurer of twenty-five dollars and

six'teen cents.

The whole amount invested for this fund ap-

pears to be the sum of S3,900, consisting of

51 shares of stock in Farmers' Bank of

Alexandria, at par, - - - $2,700 00

6 do. do. Bank of Alexandria, at par, 1 ,200 00

$3,900 00

All which is respectfully submitted.

J. E. Jackson, Chairman.

Lynchburg, May 19, 1826.

The following report of the committee on the

state of the church, which had been laid upon

the table, was called up and approved :

—

The committee on the state of the church beg

leave to report. That the first subject which has

come under their consideration is the fund which

was recommended by the last Convention to be

raised for the support of the bishop's assistant.

The committee regret to be obliged to report, that

from various causes, a very small sum has been

raised for this object ; but when they recollect the

(Uflerent measures and resolutions which have

been adopted, and the pledges which have been

given on this subject for the last three or four

years, they consider this Convention hound in

good faiih to make another effort to raise the sum
ot five hundred dollars, which is due to the rea-

sonable expectations of the bishop and llie as-

sistunt for ihc past year. It is Iherelore recom-
mended, that the following estimate of the sev-

eral sums which the coiniiiittee have considered
to be a reasonable assessment on the different par-

ishes be spread upon the journals, and that the

muiisters and vestries, or, if there be no minister,

the vestry ulone, be requested forthwith to endeav-
our to collect the same, and transnut the diU'ereut

sums to the bishop.

Leeds parish, $15
Town and parish of Suffolk, - - - 20
Russell parish, Bedford, - - - - 15

St. Martm's parish, Hanover, - - - 20
Shelburne parish, 15

Hungar's parish, 10

lieiinco parish, 20
FredericksviUe parish, 20
St. Andrew's parish, 15

Frederick parish, 30
St. George's parish, 20
South Farnham parish, Essex, - - - 15

Chns[ Church, Fairfax parish, - - - 30
Lynchburg parish, 20
St. James's parish, Mecklenburg, - - - 20
Augusta parish, Staunton, - - - - 10

Bristol parish, 30
St. Paul's Church, Alexandria, - - - 20
Fortsinouth parish, 10
Haimllon parish, Fauquier, - - - - 10

Gloucester county, 15

Norborne parish, Berkeley, - - - - 15

Christ Church, Norfolk, .... 30
Accomack county, 15

Amherst county, ------ 15

Kanawha county, 10

Culpepper, - - 10

Orange, 10
Romney, 5

Goochland, 10

Amelia, 10

Louisa county, 10
Wheeling, --..--- 10

St. Anne's parish, Essex, - - - - 15

The committee further report. That, from all

the infonnation they have been able to acquire in

relation to the sentiments of the members gener-

ally on this subject, they are constrained lo de-

clare, that it would be improper to encourage the

hope that such a sum can be raised in future for

the purpose above mentioned ; at the same time,

the committee are well aware of the duty, mid in-

deed necessity, of raising something which shall

aid the bishop in the emjiloyrnent of an assistant.

The congregation of which the bishop is rector

cannot consent to relinquish his services to the di-

ocess without a suitable supply, nor is it reason-

able that the bishop should be at the entire ex-

pense of that supply, while he is performing la-

borious duties throughout the diocess ; it is there-

fore recommended that the sum of three hundred

dollars be appropriated to the bishop for his epis-

copal services, and that the several vestries be re-

quested to raise the following sums from their sev-

eral parishes, in addition to their quota to the con-

tingent fund, which is laised for the general ex

penses of the church.

Leeds parish, - - - - -$10
Town and parish of Suffolk, - - - Ij

Russel parish, Bedford, 10

St. Martin's parish, Hanover, - - 10
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Shelburne parish,

Hungar's parish, . - - -

Henrico parish, - . - -

Fretlericksville parish, - - -

St. Andrew's parish, ...
Freilericit parish,

St. George's parish,

South Farnham parish, Essex,

Christ Church, Fairfax parish,

Lynchburg parisli, ...
St. James's parish, Mecklenburg, -

Augusta parish, Staunton,

Bristol parish, ....
St. Paul's Church, Alexandria,

Portsmouth parish,

Hamilton parish, Fauquier, -

Gloucester county,

Norborne parish, Berkeley, -

Christ Church, Norfolk,

Accomack county, ...
Amherst county, ....
Kanawha county, ....
Culpepper
Orange,
Komney,

-$10
- 10
- 15
- 10
- 10
- 15
. 15
. 10
- 20
. 10
. 10
. 10
- 20
- 10
- 10
. 10
. 10
. 10
- 20
. 10
. 10
. 10
- 10
- 10
- 5

Goochland, 10

Amelia, 10

Louisa, 10

Wheeling, 10

St. Anne's parish, Essex, - - - - 10

All wiuch is respectfully submitted.

W. H. WiLMER, Chairman.

Resolved, That the secretary of the Conven-

tion, as soon as practicable, extract from the re-

port of the committee that part which relates

to the fund for the bishop's assistant, and pub-

lish the same in a circular, to be addressed to

those ministers and vestries whose parishes^ave

not contriliuted to the above-mentioned fund,

calling upon them to pay a speedy attention to

the same.

The following sums were paid towards the

support of the bishop's assistant :

—

Frederick parish, Frederick county, - $30
Town and parish of Suftblk, - - 20
Trinity Church, Portsmouth parish, - 10

St. Martin's parish, Hanover and Louisa
counties, - - - - - 20

Augusta parish, Augusta county, - - 10

Donation by Miss Peachy Gilmer, - - 5

Donation by a gentleman of Albemarle, - 30
Fredericksville parish, - - - - 20

$145

The Rev. William H. Wiimer, from the com-
mittee on the state of the church, to whom was
referred the letter of Mr. William Leigh, re-

ported the following resolution, which was adopt-

ed by the Convention :

—

Resolved, That John Nelson and William
Leigh, Esqrs., who were appointed by the last

Convention trustees in behalf of the Protestant

Episcopal Convention, to settle and adjust the

claim accruing to the church under the will of

Evan Ragland deceased, be, and they are here-

by authorized, to receive and to recover all such
property as may be assigned to them as trustees

aforesaid. And they are further authorized to

sell at public sale or otherwise, as in their dis-

cretion may seem best, whatever property, real

or personal, may be recovered and received bj
them ; and they are authorized to retain in their

hands all bonds or money which mav arise

from any sale made as aforesaid, as trustees,

subject to the directions of the Convention of

the Protestant Episcopal Church, which shall

be made in conformity to the will of the said

testator, and for the purpose of fulfilling the

same. And the aforesaid trustees are autho-

rized to make and execute all deeds and convey-

ances which may be necessary to carry into ef-

fect any sale of real property made in pursuance
of the authority vested in them.

The Rev. Mi. William Meade, from the board

of trustees of the Theological School, presented

the following report, which was approved :

—

Report of the Board of Trustees of the Theological

iSchoot of Virginia, to the Convention of the Dio-
cess assembled in Lynchburg, May Mith, 1820.

In performing this annual duty, the trustees have
first to record a dispensation of Providence which
has created a vacancy in the board by the death of
a beloved brother, who departed this life in Au-
gust last. In the decease of the Rev. Mr. N or-

ris, the diocess of Virginia has lost one of the
earhest and best of those ministers whom Provi-

dence raised up to bear the heat and burden of
reviving our fast expiring church, and our sem-
inary is called to part with an old and constant
friend.

Just as he was preparing to perform some fur-

ther duty assigned him by the board at its last

meeting, it pleased the great Head of the church
to call him to a higher service and greater honour
in the church above. Instead, however, of com-
plaining against the ways of Him who does all

things well, we have great cause for thankfulness
that his place has been supplied in such a manner
as to give perfect satisfaction to the bereaved con-
gregation, and to gratify all the friends of our
school,—who rejoice in the circumstance, that the
Rev. Mr. Keith has succeeded to the pastoral

charge of our beloved brother, without relinquish-

ing those special attentions to our young candi-

dates for the ministry which we have cause to
prize so highly. The board has also to report the

successful execution of a duty assigned it at the

last Convention, viz. :— the ap])ointinent ol another
professor, to aid in those various and important la-

bours required of such as undertake the prepara-

tion of pious youths for the gospel ministry. They
are rejoiced to assure the Convention, that in se-

lecting the Kev. Mr. Lippit, who was known to

them by a former residence of some years in this

diocess, and recommended by others well qualified

to judge of his fitness, they have secured to the

school the entire services of one who is alike ac-

ceptable to the students under his care, and to the
professors with whom he is associated in this im-
portant work. The board cannot refrain from an
expression of their high delight in the assurance
that a gracious Providence has guided and directed

them in every arrangement which has been made,
so as to deepen tlie conviction that the underta-
king IS acceptable to the great Head of the church,
and that as good a prospect of usefulness is held

out to the diocess from this its favourite institution,

as its most sanguine triends could reasonably hope.

But they forbear all further congratulations of this

kind, until they have presented a brief history of
Us internal operations since their last report. Re-
ferring to that report for all past proceedings, and
taking up the subject from the beginning ot the

present session, they now report, that the class
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attending the Professor of Ecclesiastical History
has during this session gone through Mosheim's
Ecclesiastical History, with reference to tiie col-

lateral authors, has coiuinenced Potter on Church
Government, and expects to complete that work,
together with Hooker's Ecclesiastical Polity, du-
ring the present session. This class, in addition to

recitations in the al)ove-menlioned text-books, has
also been exercised in writing original disserta-

tions on the prominent points of their course of

study ; and the members in rotation, one day in

each week, have read the service and an original

sermon, wtien their performance has been sul)ject-

ed to the criticism of all the students, and on the

following week the professors by turns have ana-

lyzed and criticised the discourses. The second
class has, durmg this period, been engaged under
the Professor of Sacred Literature in the critical

study of the Epistles, and to the Professor of Sys-

tematic Divinity has recited twice in each week,
on such subjects as have been previously appoint-

ed, references being made to the authors who have
written with most ability on the several subjects,

the preference being given to those recommended
by the House of Bishops. This class, also, has
been engaged in writing dissertations on theologi-

cal subjects. The third class has been engaged
in the critical study of the Old and New 'I'esta-

mentsin tlie original languages, and of the Jewish
Antiquities. The members of this class have read

sixteen chapters of Genesis and ten Psalms in He-
brew, and the four gospels in Greek. They have
also gone through the first volume of Home's In-

troduction to the Sacred Scriptures, have read the

principal part of Prideaux's Connexions, and will

complete Butler's Analogy and Paley's Evidences
by the close of the session. They have also been
engaged in writing essays on the most important

arguments for revealed religion. Let it not how-
ever be imagined, that the students of this semina-

ry are only exercised in furnishing their minds
with the knowledge which shall qualify them to

explain and defend the sacred writings. Besides

those devotional exercises which, on the part of the

professors, daily precede the theological recita-

tions, the students are required each morning, at

the rising of the sun, to assemble together, and by

turns, in the presence of one of the professors, in-

voke the blessing of Almighty God. They have

also divided the town and suburbs into districts,

and in humble imitation of those first disciples

who preached the gospel to the poor, and of Him
" who went about doing good," have resolved to

visit the needy and afflicted at their own homes,

to inquire into their spiritual condition, to establish

prayer-meetings at the most suitable places, to ex-

hort all to attendance on public worship, and espe-

cially to beseech parents to send their children to

the Sunday Schools which are established in the

town. The students themselves are dihgent and

faithful in applying a part of each Sabbath to the

useful and sacred labours of the Sunday School

By such exercises have they, during the past year,

been preparing themselves for those more perfect

and extensive duties in which they hope soon to

be engaged. A goodly number have already en-

tered upon their labours, and we feel a pleasing

assurance that those who have witnessed their

first public essays in the ministry, and especially

those congregations who have eagerly embraced
the offered opportunity of securing their perma-

nent services, will require no further evidences of

the value of an institution which has now for

three years only had its existence in our diocess.

Within this period twelve young men, who received

either in whole or in part their education at this

school, have entered upon the ministry of the word,

N

eight of whom are now within the bounds of our
diocess, the remaining four having chosen other
portions of our land as the scene of their first la-

bours of love. Of the twenty students who, during

the present session, have been engaged in these

preparatory exercises, seven will probably offer

themselves for ordination in the course of the pres-

ent year. Others, however, are ready to supply
their places, giving exercise to the charity and
encouragement to the hopes of the church. An
incre.ising demand on the part of the church will

produce an increasing supply of ministers from
the great Head thereof He who has put it into

the hearts of those already mentioned to enter

upon this work, will put it into the hearts of more,
and thrust them forth into the service, so that

there be no famine of the word. The Holy Ghost,

whose office it is, will never be weary with moving
and calling to the ministry of the word, and ma-
king that word effectual to the conversion of sin-

ners ; nor need we ever fear that the Lord of the

harvest will fail to send forth more labourers into

it, if we fail not to supplicate his grace by impor-

tunate prayers. Our beginning, it is true, is small,

when compared with the great need of our church
and country ; but let us not forget Him who makes
the latter end of good designs greatly to increase,

and has promised to those who weary not in their

well-doing that in due season they shall reap. We
expect not a rapid extension of our church, nor an

immediate victory over those many obstacles which
rise up against us. We shall be satisfied to make
a gradual and sure advance in the esteem of the

wise and pious, by means of the good sense, good
conduct, and undoubted zeal and piety of those

who serve at the altar. We must labour by in-

creasing the literary qualifications of our young
ministers, to keep pace with the literary progress

of our country, and thus recommend religion and
the church of our fathers to the understandings as

well as to the hearts of men. Such a slow but

sure advance in the affection and confidence of the

pious, in the esteem of the wise and sober-minded,

and in the respect of the educated portion of the

community, we feel happily assured our church is

already making, and partly by means of the insti-

tution over which this board is appointed to pre-

side. It is therefore that we rejoice over it, and
call upon the friends of religion and our church to

render thanks to God for that degree of prosperity

which It has pleased him to grant to it. We shovild

never contemplate this school without the hveliest

emotions of gratitude to the great Head of the

cliurch, who hath raised it up in our time of need.

To what quarter can we look for a supply of

preachers to repair our desolations but to this?

Whither can our vacant parishes turn their eyes

with the assured hope of a certain and suitable

supply but to this? Here it is that our pious youths

may equip themselves with the whole armour of

God, and, being thoroughly furnished unto every

good work, become workmen who need not be asha-

med. Here it is that by mutual prayer, and holy in-

tercourse, and sacred studies, they may grow up in

Christian love, and form a bond of union never to be

broken. To this institution will the hearts of our

people be drawn ; over it will the prayers of the pi-

ous be offered ; to it will the alms of the generous

be given, as to that which, under God, seems likely

to prove such a blessing to his church.

But while we thus rejoice in the pleasing prospect

which appears before us, it becomes our duty to

mention one circumstance which must be a source

of serious apprehension, and should excite to the

most dihgent exertion on the part of its friends, lest

that apprehension be realized. The amount of

our funds is still small when compared wiUi the
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demands of such an institution. By the report of

our treasurer which is annexed, it will be per-

ceived that our funded capital is yet something

less than fen thousand dollars, the annual interest

ot which IS insufficient for the support of one pro-

fessor, while we need and actually possess the ser-

vices of three. The generosity of individuals, and

the untiring zeal of our Female Au.viliary Educa-
tion Societies, have thus far enabled us to supply

this deficiency in some small degree ; but it must
be evident that the institution can never be consid-

ered as standing on a sure and permanent founda-

tion, until we have a much larger capital on which
to rely. Although it has pleased Providence to

direct so many pious youths to oui school, and en-

able us thus far not to disapi)oint their hopes of

suitable instruction, yet are we far behind other

institutions of the kind in our own and other de-

nominations, as to those pecuniary resources which
are necessary to command the permanent services

of duly qualified professors. The General Sem-
inarv located in New-York, which has thus far

scarcely exceeded our own in the number of its

pupils, has received more than one hundred thou-

sand dollars. The diocess of Ohio is enabled to

commence the operations of its seminary with the

sum of thirty thousand dollars, almost entirely

bestowed by pious individuals in England. And
can it be expected, without further donations from
those to whom our seminary naturally looks for

aid, that we shall always be able to ensure those

services and those advantages which it now pos-

sesses ? Would it not be a most sinful tempting
of God, and a most ungrateful return for those

signal favours granted to our first efforts, not to

put forth all our strength for the completion of a

work thus happily begun, and not to call upon the

pious and wealthy of our communion to help on
so interesting a cause by those means which Provi-

dence has so richly supplied to tliem? Surely we
may now confidently call upon all to witness the

truth of those arguments with which we first ad-

dressed them, and to behold the fruits and profits

of their first contributions. We feel a pleasing

assurance that there is an increasing interest in

this cause arising from the good already done, and
we record with much satisfaction the generosity

of two individuals during the last year, who, on
coming to pay their promised contributions, begged
tO be permitted to double the sum, in consideration

of the importance of the object and the benefit

already arising from it. And are there none among
our original subscribers who are able and willing

to renew their first works, seeing such fruit from
them already ? Are there none others among the

many friends of our church scattered through the

state, who have never yet ventured any thing in

this enterprise of piety, but who are willing and
able to assist so good a work ? We feel well as-

sured that there are many such, who only require
to be properly informed of our need, to afford a

generous contribution to objects we recommend.
We call therefore upon all the nunisters of our
church to do their duty, and present this subject

in all the magnitude of its importance to every
member of their charge.

While our sisters and mothers are so zealously

and effectually subserving the cause, by raising

funds for the education of poor and pious youths
in our seminary ; while they have never yet suffer-

ed a worthy object to go unaided ; while they have
thus far actually contributed to tlie support of the

teachers also ; surely it is within the power of the

wealthy gentlemen of our church to raise a per-

manent fimd which shall place our school on a
sure foundation, and enable us always to com-
mand the services of the ablest miuisters in the

church, and remunerate them with a suitable sup-

port.

All which is respectfully subnutted by the
board.

The session was then suspended, for the pur-

pose of attending divine service by the Rev.
Henry W. Ducachet, and a sermon by the Rev.
William Meade.
The standing committee appointed on Thurs-

day last tendered their resignation to the Con-
vention, which was received.

The Convention then proceeded to a new elec-

tion, by ballot, of a standing committee of the

church in this diocess for the ensuing year :

—

whereupon the following gentlemen were duly

elected, viz. : the Rev. Wm. H. Wilmer, D. D.,

the Rev. John Dunn, the Rev. Reuel Keith, the

Hon. Bushrod W^ashington, Edmund J. Lee,
Esq., and Mr. John Hooff.

The Convention proceeded to the election, by

ballot, of eight delegates, to represent this dio-

cess in the next General Convention of the Prot-

estant Episcopal Church of the United States
;

whereupon the following gentlemen were duly

elected, viz. :—Rev. William H. Wilmer, D. D.,

Rev. W'illiam Meade, Rev. Edward C. M'Guire,

Rev. Frederick W. Hatch, Dr. Carter Berkeley,

Mr. Philip Nelson, Mr. James M. Garnett, and
Mr. Wilham Mayo.

Resolved, That the next Convention of the

Protestant Episcopal Church of the Diocess of

Virginia be held in the town of Fredericksburg,

on the third Thursday in May next.

Resolved, That if it be ratified by the next

Convention, the second article of the consti-

tution be amended by striking out after the word
"the," in the first line, all that follows to the

word " within," in the third line ; and substi-

tuting the words, " the regularly officiating min-

isters and the clerical professors of the Theo-
logical School of Virginia, residents."

On motion. Resolved, That the Convention

do now adjourn until 5 o'clock this evening.

Saturday Aftkrnoon, May 20.—The Con-
vention met according to adjournment.

On motion, Resolved, That the treasurer pay

to such of the delegates appointed by this Con-
vention as shall attend the General Convention

the sum of fifty dollars each, to defray their ex-

penses in attending the same.

On motion, Resolved. That the treasurer pay
to the secretary his expenses incurred in attend-

ing this Convention.

On motion, Resolved, That the treasurer pay
to the doorkeeper of this Convention the sum
of three dollars, for his services rendered du-

ring the present session.

On motion. Resolved, unanimously, That the

thanks of this Convention be tendered to the

citizens of this place, for their kind and hospita-

ble attention to the members of the Convention
during its session.

On motion. Resolved, unanimously. That the

thanks of this Convention be tendered to the

ministers of the Presbyterian, Methodist, and

Baptist churches in this place, for the liberal and

kind offer of their churches for the use of the

Convention.
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')n motion, Resolved, That the thanks of the

Convention be presented to the secretary and
treasurer for their faithful services.

On motion. Resolved, That 750 co[)ies of the

Journal of this Convention be {)riiited, and dis-

tributed by the secretary among the parishes,

under the superintendence of the bishop.

On motion. Resolved, That the Rev. Wm.
H. Wilmer, D. D., the Rev. William Meade,
the Rev. Edward C. M'Guire, Dr. Carter Berke-
ley, and Mr. Philip Nelson, be, and they are here-

by nominated to the General Convention, as

trustees of the General Theological Seminary.
On motion, Resolved, That the secretary of the

hoard of trustees of the Theological School of
Virginia be requested to furnish to the secre-

tary of this Convention, so far as he can, the
names of the subscribers to the school, with
their several amounts of subscriptions, in order
to their being inserted on the journals.

And then the Convention adjourned, to meet
again in the town of Fredericksburg, on the

third Thursday in May next.

Richard Channino Moore,
Bishop of the Prot. Epis. Church of

Virginia.

Teste, John G. Williams, Secretary.

Journal of the Proceedings of a Convention of the Protestant Episcopal Church of the Diocess of
Virgi7iia, ichich assembled in the town of Fredericksburg, on Thursday, the lllh of May, 1827.

This being the day and place appointed for

the annual meeting of the Convention of the

Protestant Episcopal Church in the Diocess of

Virginia, the Right Rev. Bishop Moore, D. D.,

with several clergymen and lay deputies, attend-

ed divine service in St. George's Church.
Morning prayer was read by the Rev. Will-

iam Jackson, and a sermon preached by the

Rev. Henry W. Ducachet, M. D.
After divine service, the Right Rev. Bishop

Moore took the chair as president of the Con-
vention.

The following clergymen, entitled to seats in

this Convention, appeared, viz. :

—

The Rev. William H. Wilmer, D. D., and
President of WiUiam and Mary College, Bruton
parish, Williamsburg ; the Rev. Edward C.

M'Guire, St. George's parish, Fredericksburg;

the Rev. Frederick W. Hatch, Fredericksville

parish, Albemarle county; the Rev. Reuel Keith,

Christ Church, Alexandria, parish of Fairfax;

the Rev. Charles H. Page, I^exington parish,

Amherst county ; the Rev. Robert B. Croes,

assistant minister of the Monumental Church,

Richmond ; the Rev. Henry W. Ducachet, M.
D., Christ Church, Norfolk ; the Rev. Franklin

G. Smith, St. Paul's Church, Lynchburg parish,

Lynchburg; the Rev. Nicholas H. Cobbs, Rus-
sell parish, Bedford county ; the Rev. William

F. Lee, St. James's parish, Northam, Goochland
county, and Raleigh parish, Amelia county ; the

Rev. John P. M'Guire, St. Anne's and South

Farnham parishes, Essex ; the Rev. Johannes E.

Jackson, Frederick parish, Frederick county

;

the Rev. John T. Brooke, Norborne parish,

Berkeley ; the Rev. Edward R. Lippit, Profes-

sor in the Theological School, Alexandria ; the

Rev. George A. Smith, St. Stephen's Church,
[

Culpepper county ; the Rev. John Grammer, I

Bath parish, Dinwiddie ; the Rev. William D.
j

Cairns, Ware and Abingdon parishes, Glouces-
,

ter county; the Rev. William H. Hart, Henrico
!

parish, Henrico county ; the Rev. Alexander
|

Jones, St. Andrew's parish, Jefferson county; I

the Rev. William G. H. Jones, parish of New-
port, Lsle of Wight ; the Rev. John H. Wing-

[

field, Portsmouth pajish, Norfolk county ; the
|

N 2

Rev. Leonard H. Johns, St. Margaret's parish,

Caroline county ; the Rev. John Armstrong,
Wheeling, Ohio county, and St. John's Church,
Brooke county ; the Rev. Hugh C. Boggs ; the

Rev. William Jackson, St. Paul's Church, Alex-
andria ; the Rev. Josias Clapham, Washington
parish, Westmoreland ; the Rev. John Cooke,
St. Martin's parish, Hanover and Louisa coun-

ties.

Ordered, That the Hon. Hugh Nelson and
John G. Williams, Esq. be a committee to ex-

amine the certificates of appointments of the lay

delegates ; who then withdrew, and after a short

time returned and presented the following re-

port :

—

The committee to whom were referred the

certificates of the lay delegates, have, according

to order, examined the same, and report that

the following persons have been duly elected lay

delegates to this Convention:

—

Dr. Carter Berkeley, St. Martin's parish,

Hanover and Louisa counties ; Edward Valen-

tine, jr., Augusta jiarish, Augusta county ; Need-
ham L. Washington and Richard Stuart, St.

Paul's parish. King George county ; Samuel
Slaughter, St. Stephen's Church, Culpepper

county ; the Hon. Hugh Nelson, Fredericksville

parish, Albemarle county ; Lewis Berkeley and

Thomas B. Beatty, Shelburne parish, Loudoun
county ; Augustine L. Dabney,Ware and Abing-

don parishes, Gloucester county ; John G. Will-

iams, Monumental Church, Richmond ; Mallo-

ry M. Todd, parish of Newport, Isle of Wight;

Robert E. Steed, Christ Church, Norfolk ; Mus-

coe Garnett, St. Anne's parish, Essex county;

John Hooff, St. Paul's Church, Alexandria

;

Huofh C. M'Ncinara, Henrico parish, Henrico

county ; Strother Jones, Ol)ed Waite, and Philip

Nelson, Frederick parish, Frederick county

;

Robert B. Butt, Trinity Church, Portsmouth

parish ; Thurmer Hoggard, Lynnhaven parish,

Princess Anne county; John Nelson, St. James's

parish, Mecklenburg county ; Francis Nelson,

Raleigh parish, Amelia county ; Thomas With-

ers, jr, Bath parish, Dmwiddie county; Thomas

B. Lippit, parish of Bristol, Petersburg; Nahum
Osgood, St. Paul's Church, Lynchburg; Ger-
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rard Alexander, Russell parish, Bedford county

;

William Boiling, St. James's pari.sh, Northam,

Goochland county; William M. Blacklord, Nor-

borne parish, Berkeley ; Edmund Penn, Lex-

ington parish, Amherst county ; the Hon. Will-

iam Browne, Bruton parish, James City county
;

Richard Croxton, parish of South Farnham, Es-

sex county; John Gray, St. George's parish,

Fredericksburg.

On motion of Mr. Hugh Nelson,

Resolved, That the rules of order adopted by

the last Convention for the government of their

proceedings, he the rules of proceeding during

the present Convention, which are as follows :

—

1. The business of every day shall be intro-

duced with the morning service of tlie church.

2. When the president takes the chair, no

member shall continue standing, or shall after-

ward stand up, except to address the chair.

3. No member shall absent himself from the

service of the house unless he have leave, or be

unable to attend.

4. When any member is about to speak in

debate, or deliver any matter to the house, he

shall, with due respect, address himself to the

president, confining himself strictly to the point

in debate.

5. No member shall speak more than twice

in the same debate without leave of the house.

6. A question being once determined shall

stand as the judgment of the house, and shall

not be again drawn into debate during the same
session, unless with the consent of two thirds

of the house.

7. ^'^'hile the president is putting any ques-

tion the members shall continue in their seats,

and shall not hold any private discourse.

8. Every member who shall be in the house
when any question is put, shall, on a division,

be counted, unless he be personally interested

in the decision.

9. No motion shall be considered as before

the house unless it be seconded, and, when re-

quired, reduced to writing.

10. When any question is before the house,
it shall be determmeJ upon before any new thing

is introduced, except the question of adjourn-
ment.

11. The question on a motion of adjourn-
ment shall be taken before any other, and with-
out debate.

12. When the house is about to rise, every
member shall keep his seat until the president
shall leave his chair.

Ordered. That the Rev. Robert B. Cioes,
the Rev. Nicholas H. Cobbs, the Rev. John H.
Wingfield, Mr. Obed Waite, Mr. Gerrard Alex-
ander, the Hon. William Browne, and Mr. Thur-
mer Hoggard, be a committee to examine the
parochial reports.

Ordered, That the Rev. William H. Wilmer,
D. D., the Rev. William Meade, the Rev. Will-
iam H. Hart, the Rev. Henry W. Uucachet,
Mr. Philip Nelson, Mr. John G. Williams, Mr.
Muscoe Garnett, and Mr. John HooH", be a com-
mittee to take into consideration the stale of the

church in this diocess, and report thereupon to
this Convention.

Ordered, That the Rev. Mr. Lippil, the Rev.
Edward C. M'Guire, Mr. Nahum Osgood, Mr.
Hugh C. M'Nemara, Mr. Robert E. Steed, and
Mr. Francis Nelson, be a committee to exam-
ine the accounts ol the treasurer of the fund for

the permanent support of the episcopate in this

diocess.

Ordered, That the Hon. Hugh Nelson, Dr.

Carter Berkeley, Mr. John Gray, and Mr. Thom-
as Withers, be a conunittee to examine the treas-

urer's accounts.

Ordered, That the Rev. Reuel Keith, the

Rev. William Jackson, Mr. Samuel Slaughter,

and Mr. Augustine L. Dabney, be a committee
to examine the state of the fund for the support

of the widows and orphans of deceased clergy-

men.
The Convention proceeded to the considera-

tion of the following resolution, adopted at the

last Convention, amendatory of the constitution.

Resolved, That if it be ratitied by the next

Convention, the second article of the constitu-

tion be amended by striking out after the word
" the," in the first line, all that follows to the

word " within,'' in the third line, and substituting

the words, " the regularly officiating ministers

and the clerical professors of the Theological

School of Virginia, residents."

On motion,

Resolved, That the said resolution be appro-

ved and adopted.

Resolved, That the ministers of the church
belonging to other diocesses, the students of the

Theological School, the candidates for orders,

and the members of former Conventions now
present, be admitted to the sittings of this Con-
vention.

The bishop then delivered the following

PASTORAL ADDRESS.

Brethren,—The indisposition under which 1

laboured the last year, prevented me from enga-
ging as extensively as 1 should have done in the

discharge of those duties peculiar to my office,

and confined my episcoiial labours within a smaller
space than they would otherwise have occupied.
Indisposed, however, as 1 was, I did not remain
altogether unemployed, but devoted my attention

to those parts of the diocess which, from their sit-

uation, required the least fatigue.

At the meeting of the last Convention, I conse-

crated to the service of Almighty God the church
erected in the town of Lynchburg, under the min-
istry of the Rev. Franklin G. Smith, and preached
on that occasion; embracing in my discourse some
of the peculiarities of our polity ; representing the

excellences of our liturgy, and its fitness for the

public worship of God ; and admitted to the priest-

hood the Rev. Mr. Croes, the Rev. Mr. Gunter,
the Rev. Mr. Chcvers, the Rev. Mr. Brooke, and
the Rev. Mr. John M'Guire.

After the adjournment of the Convention [

passed into the county of Bedford, and consecrated
two new churches—churches owing their exist-

ence to the pious and disinterested labours of the
Rev. Mr. Cobbs. Since the ordination of Mr. Cobbs
several oflers have been made to him, by the ac-

ceptance of either of which his situation would
certainly have bi en much improved ; but, with a
magnanimity of mind which rendered him superior

to pecuniary considerations, and with that regard

to the mfanl state of the church which refiects the
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greatest credit on his piety, he declined them all,

and determined to remam in his present situation.
I mention th(S circumstance not only because it

is honourable to the character of Mr. Cobbs, but
from a hope that his parishioners will consider it

their duty to use every means in their power to
contribute to the coinlort of himself and his fam-

From Bedford I passed into Amherst county,
and preached in one of the old churches ; and the
next day 1 rode to another place of worship, lately
erected at New-Glasgow, at which place the Rev.
Mr. Page preached, alter which I concluded with
an application to his discourse.
From Amherst I proceeded, in company with the

Rev. Mr. Croes and the Rev Mr. Lee, to Char-
lottesville ; and in that place I consecrated a new
church, preached, administered confirmation and
the Lord's Supper. In the afternoon of the same
day the Rev. Mr. Croes preached, and in the even-
ing the Rev. Mr. Lee officiated. The congrega-
tions upon those occasions were large and atten-
tive.

From Charlottesville I rode to Mr. Hugh Nel-
son's, officiated in Walker's Church, and returned
home.

In the beginning of July I visited the church
in the town of Norfolk, where I officiated on the
morning of the Sabbath to a large and respectable
auditory ; and in the afternoon passed over to

Portsmouth, and preached in that church to an
attentive audience. The next day I rode to the
town of Suffolk, in company with the Rev. Mr.
Ducachet and the Rev. Mr. Chevers, at which
place both Mr. Ducachet and myself officiated to

large and attentive congregations.
Upon my return to Norfolk I took passage in a

packet, and crossed the Chesapeake Bay into the
counties of Northampton and Accomack. Upon
my arrival m Northampton I preached in the
courthouse, and the next day proceeded, in com-
pany with the Rev. Mr. Gunter, to the county of
Accomack, and preached in the village of Onan-
cock, in the Methodist church. On the Sabbath
subsequent I officiated in one of the churches,
and administered the Lord's Supper to a number
of pious Communicants. The congrey;ations in

Accomack are at this time destitute of a minister,

and are very anxious to obtain the services of a
clergyman. The parish is large, and the people
highly respectable. I should conceive few places

m the diocess more entitled to attention, and few
congregations better able or more disposed to ren-

der a faithful minister happy.
From Accomack 1 returned to Northampton,

and preached in Hungar's church to a large and
respectable assembly, and then rode to the court-

house, where i again officiated to an attentive con-
gregation.

In the middle of July I visited Petersburg, in

company with the Rev. Mr. Ducachet and the

Rev. Mr. Lee ; at which time I admitted to dea-

cons' orders Mr. John Grammer, Mr. Benjamin
O. Peers, Mr. Henry Aisquith, and Mr. Leonard
H. Johns ; and administered the Lord's Supper.
The Rev. Mr. Ducachet preached in the morning,
and the Rev. Mr. Lee in the evening; upon both
occasions the congregations were numerous and
attentive.

In the month of September I went to the county
of Hanover. In that section of the district I passed
several days in company with the Rev. Edward
M'Guire and the Rev. Mr. Croes. The Rev. Mr.
Croes preached the first day ; on the second the
Rev. Mr. M'Guire preached an ordination sermon,
after which I admitted to the priesthood the Rev.

Mr. Cooke, and adnumstered the Lord's Supper.

On the third day Mr. Croes preached at the house
of the venerable Mrs. Nelson, at which time 1
administered the Lord's Supper to herself and up-
wards of thirty members of her numerous connex-
ion.

On the last of September I went to the north,
with an intention to attend the General Conven-
tion

; but, in consequence of the most severe illness
with which I was ever visited, I was not only pre-
vented from carrying into effect that design, but
also from returning to this diocess until the month
of March. I should deem myself deficient m grat-
itude to the inhabitants of Hartford, in Connecti-
cut, and wanting in respect to Virginia, whose
adopted son those people considered me, were I

not thus publicly to acknowledge the weight of
obligation under which their kindness has placed
me. The attentions of Mr. Samuel Tudor and
lady, of that city, were tlie attentions of children
to a parent. Language is too feeble to express
the affectionate treatment I received at their hands;
and while memory retains its seat in my mind, I

can never forget them. May the Almighty God
remember them for good, and prove their friend in
every time of need.

In the month of March I held an ordination in
the Monumental Church in the city of Richmond

;

on which occasion the Rev. Mr. Croes delivered
a discourse, proving satisfactorily and conclusively
the ministerial oflice of deacons, and enforcing
their duties; after which I admitted to the holy
order of deacons Mr. George Kirke.
The secretary, brethren, will produce to the

Convention a letter from the secretary of the Gen-
eral Convention, on the subject of certain proposed
alterations in the liturgy of'^the church. It is my
duty to mention, not only to the members of this
Convention, but also to the members of the church
throughout the diocess of Virginia, the fears with
which my mind is impressed on this important
subject. The church has hitherto prospered in the
use of the liturgy as it has been handed down to
us by our fathers. That uniformity of worship
which has distinguished us as a society, should
the proposed alterations be carried into effect, will

be destroyed. Instead of uniting in the same de-
votional exercises as we hitherto have done, every
clergyman will have it in his power to select his
own lessons, and to read such portions of the
Psalms of David as he pleases, by which means
the public worship of God in these particulars will
be as various as the constitutions of our minds.
The old members of the church, who have been
taught to view the hturgy through a medium the
most sacred, will be grieved. The guards to uni-

formity being once removed, one innovation will

succeed another, until the people will lose that

reverence lor our mcomparable services by which
they have been actuated, and the church receive

the most vital injury.

When we reflect upon the general esteem in

which the liturgy is viewed by the reflecting and
considerate of other denominations, our opinion

of Its excellence should be strengthened and in-

creased. The celebrated Dr. Clarke, of the Meth-
odist society, has declared, that the liturgy of the

church is second to no volume except the sacred
writings; and the Rev. Robert Hall, of the Baptist

society, has expressed himself in similar language.

'I'o touch a matter of so much consequence with-

out the deepest reflection—to alter a service of

such acknowledged worth without years of pray-

erful consideration, should not be ventured on.

When we enter the threshold of this inquiry we
should take the shoes from off' our feet, as the

ground whereon we tread is holy ground. The
church in Virginia will never be induced, I trust
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and pray, to depart from her prescribed forms ; but
will defend the liturgy in ail its integrity, and prove
to the Christian world that we reverence the opm-
ionsof our fathers, and are satisfied with that sys-

tem of doctrine which ihey venerated, and which
they so highly valued.

Such, brethren, are the outhnes of the views 1

entertain of the contemplated measure : I should
have considered myselt deficient in duty to the
church committed to my care by you and by
heaven, did 1 not raise my warning voice in behalf
of the liturpy, and thus express the fears which
have disturbed my quiet.

Since our last meeting we have been deprived
of the labours of our affectionate brother, the Rev.
Mr. Dunn. The humility for which he was dis-
tinguished, the fidelity w'ith which he laboured,
and the evangelical views he entertained on the
subject of religion, endeared him to us all. His
death was marked wiih the .strongest features of
resignation to the will of the Almighty, and his
views of that rest which remameth for the people
of God comforted him in his last moments, and
rendered the termination of his hfe truly triumph-
ant. He has entered, I trust, into the joy of his
Lord, and now rests in peace on the bosom of his
God.

In the beginning of the present month I visited
the county of Goochland, in company with the
Kev. .Messrs. Meade, Cooke, Croes, and Johns.

Although the present incumbent has been set-
tled in that parish but one year, still the church,
the concerns of which had been dormant for thirty
years, now discovers a state of energy of no in-

considerable character. The people, animated
by the laborious efforts of the Rev. Mr. Lee, have
repaired one of the old churches, and put it in com-
plete order. Agreeably to their request, I conse-
crated it to the service of God, and confirmed
twelve persons. We all preached in succession
to large and attentive auditories. The Holy Com-
munion was administered the day after I left the
parish by the Rev. Mr. Meade, and the church
was joined by several new members.
On the last Sunday I visited the church on

Richmond Hill, which is under the superintend-
ence of the Rev. Mr. Hart, upon which occasion
I preached to a very large congregation, and ad-
ministered the rite of confirmation to nineteen
persons. It is with great pleasure I mention the
present prosperous state of that church. The
church has been put in complete repair, through
the efforts of a few spirited gentlemen, and is
second in its internal appearance to very few of
the churches in this diocess.
With my prayers to Heaven that our Conven-

tional proceedings at this time may be as distin-
guished by that peace and harmony which have
character-zed our former deliberations, I now con-
clude this address.

Richard Channino Moore.

The secretary then presented to the Conven-
tion the following letter, received by him from the
secretaries of the House of Bishops and House
of Clerical and Lay Deputies.

To the Secretary of the Convention of the Diocess of
Virginia.

New-York, December 20, I82C.
Sir,—We have the honour of transmitting to

you, to be communicated to your Convention, the
following extracts from the Journal of the pro-
ceedings of the late General Convention of our
church.

Extract from the Journal of the House of Bishops.
" On motion of the Right Rev. Bishop Hobart,

" Resolved, That the House of Bishops propose
the following preambles and resolutions to the
House of Clerical and Lay Deputies ;

—

" The House of Bishops, deeply solicitous to
preserve unimpaired the liturgy of the church,
and yet desirous to remove the reasons alleged,
from the supposed length of the service, for the
omission of some of its parts, and particularly for
the omission of that part of the communion office
which IS commonly called the ante-communion,
do unanimously propose to the House of Clerical
and Lay Deputies the foilowing resolutions, to be
submitted to the several State Conventions, in
order to be acted upon at the next (Jeneral Con-
vention, agreeably to the eighth article of the con-
stitution.

" 1. Resolved, That in ' The order how the
Psalter is appointed to be read,' the following be
added to the fourth paragraph— ' or any other
Psalm or Psalms, except on those days on which
proper Psalms are appointed :' so that the w^hole
paragraph will read as follows ;

—
' 'I'he minister,

instead of reading from the Psalter as divided for
daily morning and evening praver, may read one
of the selections set out by this church, or any
other Psalm or Psalms, except on those days on
which ' proper Psalms' are appointed.

" 2. Resolved, That in ' The order how the rest
of the Holy Scripture is appointed to be read,'
the following be inserted after the fifth paragraph :—

' The minister may, at his discretion, instead of
the entire lessons, read suitable portions thereof,
not less than fifteen verses. And on other days
than Sundays and holydays, in those places where
morning and evening prayer is not dailv used, he
may read other portions of the Old and New
Testaments instead of the prescribed lessons ; it

being recommended, that unless circumstances
render it inexpedient, on the stated prayer days
of Wednesdays and Fridays, the lessons for those
days, or for one of the intervening days, be read.'

" The bishops, in the use of the office of con-
firmation, finding that the preface is frequently
not well suited to the age and character of those
who are presented for this holy ordinance, unani-
mously propose the following resolution :

—

" 3. Resolved, 'I'hat after the present preface in
the office of confirmation, the following be in-
serted, to be used instead of the former, at the
discretion of the bishop :— ' It appears from Holy
Scripture, that the apostles laid their hands on
those who were baptized ; and this ordinance,
styled by the Apostle Paul the " laying on of
hands," and ranked by him among the principles
of the doctrine of Christ, has been retained in the
church, under the name of confirmation ; and is

very convenient and proper to be observed, to the
end that persons being sufficiently instructed m
what they promised, or what was promised for
them in their baptism, and being in other respects
duly qualified, may themselves, with their own
mouth and consent, openly, before the church,
ratify and confirm the sanie ; and also promise,
that by the grace of God they will evermore en
deavour themselves faithfully to observe such
things as they, by their own confession, have as-
sented unto.'

" And to correct the injurious misapprehension
as to the meaning of certain terms in the firs^
collect in the office of confirmation, the bishops
unanimously propose the following resolution :

—

" 4. Resolved, That after the first collect m the
office of confirmation, the following be inserted
to be used at the discretion of the bishop, instead
of the first collect ;—•' Almighty and everliving
God, who hast vouchsafed m baptism to regener
ate these thy servants by water and the Holy
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Ghost, thus giving them a title to all the blessings

of tliy covenant of grace and mercy in tiiy Son
Jesus Christ, ami now dost graciously confirm
unto them, ratifymg the promises then made, all

their holy privileges
;
grant unto lliem, we be-

seech thee, O Lord, the renewing of the Holy
Ghost ; strengthen them with tiie power of this

divine Comforter ; and daily increase in them thy

manilold gifts of grace, the spirit of wisdom and
understanding, the spirit of counsel and ghostly

strength, the spirit of knowledge and true godli-

ness ; and till inem, O Lord, with the spirit of thy

holy fear, now and for ever. Amen.'
"And whereas, in the opinion of the bishops,

there is no doubt as to the obligation of ministers

to say, on all Sundays and other holydays, that

part of the communion office which is commonly
called the ante-communion, yet, as the practice

of some of llie clergy is not conformable to this

construction of the rubric on this point, the House
of Bishops propose the following resolution :

—

"5. Resolved, That the lollowing be adopted

as a substitute for the first sentence in the rubric,

immediately afttr the communion office :

—

" 'On all Sundays and other holydays shall be

said all that is appointed at the communion unto
the end of the gor.pel, concluding divine service,

in all cases when there is a sermon or commu-
nion, and when there is not, with the blessing.'

"

Extractfrom the Journal of the House of Clerical and
Lay Deputies.

'The resolutions received from the House of

Bishops on the subject of the Psalter, &c., being

under consideration, it was Resolved, That this

house concur in the resolutions of the House of

Bishops."

Extract from the Journal of the House of Clerical and
Lay Deputies.

" Resolved, by the House of Clerical and Lay
Deputies, the House of Bishops concurring. That
it be made known to the several State Conven-
tions of this church, that it is proposed to con-

sider of and determine on, at the next General

Convention, the propriety of altering the second

clause of the eighth article of the constitution of

this church, by adding the words, ' or the articles

of religion,' after the words, ' other offices of the

church.'

"

Extract from the Journal of the House of Bishops.

" A resolution was received from the House of

Clerical and Lay Deputies, proposing to make
known to the several State Conventions a prop-

osition to consider of and determine on the ex-

pediency of altering the second clause of the

eighth article of the constitution of this church;
which was concurred in by this house."

We certify the above to be true extracts from
the Journal of the House of Bishops, and the Jour-

nal of the House of Clerical and Lay Deputies,

respectively, in the General Convention of 1826.

William H. De Lancky, Secretary of the

House of Bishops.

Benjamin T. Onuerdonk, Secretary of the

House of Clerical and Lay Deputies.

On motion. Resolved, That the said letter be

referred to a select committee.

The president then appointed the Rev. Henry

\V. Ducachct, M. D., the Rev. Wm H. Hart,

the Rev. Reuel Keith, Mr. Hugh Nelson, Mr.

John Gray, Mr. Robert E. Steed, and Mr. Ger-

rard Alexander, on said committee.

On motion, Resolved, That Mr. Lewis Berke-

ley have leave of absence for the remainder of

the session of the Convention.

On motion. Resolved, That the Convention

meet each day at 9 o'clock, A. M. during its

session.

And then, on motion, the Convention ad-

journed until to-morrow morning, 9 o'clock.

Friday, May 18, 1827.

The Convention met according to adjourn-

ment, and was opened with prayer by the Rev.
Dr. Wilmcr.
The bishop being absent, the Rev. Dr. Wil-

mer, on motion, was called to the chair.

The Rev. William Meade, of Frederick par-

ish, Frederick county, and the Rev. William
Marshall, of Leed's parish, Fauquier county,

appeared and took their seats.

Mr. George Fayette Washington, a lay dele-

gate of the parish of Norborne, Berkeley county,

and Mr. Robert Slaughter, a lay delegate of

the parish of St. Mark's, Culpepper county, ap-

peared and took their seats.

The parochial reports were handed in and

read, and referred to the committee upon paro-

chial reports.

The session was then suspended, for the

purpose of attending divine service by the Rev.

Mr. Hart, and a sermon by the Rev. Mr. Keith,

after which the Convention again met.

The bishop appeared and took his seat as

president of the Convention.

Mr. Obed Waite presented a petition, signed

by the members of the congregation of the

Episcopal church at Winchester, praying that

the church at Winchester may be hereafter

known by the name of Christ Church, Win-
chester, and formed into a separate parish, to

be called the parish of Frederick, Winchester,

and received as such into the Convention.

On motion. Resolved, That the prayer of the

petitioners is reasonable, and that the same be

granted.

A motion was made and seconded, that the

Convention come to the following resolution :

Resolved, That the committee on parochial

reports be discharged, and that the reports be

spread on the Journal, as read to the Conven-

tion ; and, on the question being put thereupon,

it was rejected.

On motion. Resolved, That Mr. John Gray

have leave of absence from the Convention for

the remainder of this day.

The secretary received the following contri-

butions from sundry parishes of this diocess for

the Contingent Fund :

—

Fredericksville parish, Albemarle county, $ 1 5 00

Christ Church, Alexandria, parish of

Fairfax, 30 00

Lexington parish, Amherst county, - 20 00

Christ Church, Norfolk, - - - 30 00

Russell parish, Bedford county, - 30 00

St. James's parish, Northam, Gooch-

land, - 10 00

St. Anne's parish, Essex, - - 30 00

Amount carried forward, $165 00
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The lay members from St. Paul's parish, in the
county of King George, state, that their pariah is

witliout a minister, and that with the exci^pfion

of the ladies, among whom there are many bright
Christians, and all of them much concerned lor

their souls, religion has greatly declined.

Richard Stuart,
N. L. Washington.

St. Paul's Church, Alexandria. The present
rector has had charge of his congregation only
three months—no material change has taken place
within that time. He found the congregation and
the various schools and societies connected with
it, as reported to preceding Conventions, in a very
prosperous state. The Sunday Schools contain
about two hundred and thirty scholars. A large

number of children are formed into Bible classes,

which promise much usefulness, besides which a
Bible class for adult females, under the care of the

rector, has been recently established. The female
Charitable School for the instruction of the poor
children in domestic employment, continues to ex-

ert a very beneficial influence ; it contains about
one hundred pupils, and meets every Saturday,
t'pon the whole, we have reason to bless God for

the promising appearance in this part of his vine-

yard ; and humbly trust, from the very serious at-

tention that IS manifested by many, that there
will ere long be a great ingathering of souls to

God.
During the past year this congregation has li-

quidated a debt of upwards of .f3,000, leaving it

now almost entirely free from encumbrances.
Since the late rector resigned his charge, there

have been six added to the communion, four bap-
tized, one of whom was an adult, and three fu-

nerals. Wm. Jackson, Rector.
Leed's parish, Fauquier county. Th:s parish

formerly stood connected with that of Hamilton
in the same county. It has within the last year
effected the maintenance of a distinct rector.

There are three places of worship, but as yet no
church is exclusively appropriated to the Episcopal
services. The congregations are small, the people
being very much divided in their predilection for

the Episcoi)al, Presbyterian, Methodist, and Bap-
tist denominations. The rector has, however,
flattered himself with the discovery of some en-

largement in the number attending his preaching.
Owing to the rector's not having it in his power
to administer the communion, the number of com-
municants is not precisely known. Baptisms
eight. Wm. L. Marshall.
Newport parish. Isle of Wight. The minister

reports, that the church under his care, which for

more than twenty years has been in a state of di-

lapidation and destitute of gospel ordinances, be-

gins to rear her head, her courts again receive the
worshipping multitude, and her prospects are dai-

ly brightening with increasing numbers—devout
attention to ordinances, and a more earnest solici-

tude upon the subject of religion. He also reports,

with deep regret, that one of his churches has been
consumed, no doubt by the hands of an incendi-

ary. Baptisms three—marriages three—funerals
four.

Since last February he has had under his care
the church in Suffolk, Nansemond county, where
he has also been encouraged by an enlarged and
attentive congregation. Wm. G. H. Jones.

Bath parish, Dinwiddle county. The rector of
this parish was ordained a deacon in July last, and
immediately commenced his labours

;
preaching

on two Sundays in each month in Sapony Church,
in the county of Dinwiddie, one Sunday in Red
Oak Church, in the county of Brunswick, and
the remaining Sunday in the courthouse at Hicks'

ford, in Greensville county. Sapony Church was
in a good state of repair, and, by the exertions of a

minister of the Presbyterian communion (who
preaches monthly in Red Oak Church), funds had
been provided lor repairing that house, winch have
been so applied as to render its condition now
comfortable. The situation, however, of the people
among whom he officiated, was most discouraging.
The rector of Bath parish has been enabled, how-
ever, by God's grace, to persevere in his efforts to

make known the unsearchable riches of the love
of God in Christ Jesus to his perishing fellow-
mortals, and to build the church of the Kedeemer
in this spiritual wilderness, notwithstanding the
difficulties which obstruct his progress. He suc-
ceeded, by the divine blessing, in inducing a few
who profess a partiality to the Episcopal Church,
to organize a congregation at Sapony Church in

March last, by electing a vestry, and he was at

the same tune chosen their rector. Since that
event he has been enabled to use the services of
the church with regularity : the members of the
congregations have been supplied with prayer-
books, and they unite generally and audibly with
the minister in the use of the liturgy.

No opportunity having yet occurred for the ad-
ministration of the sacrament of the Lord's Sup-
per in his congregation, the rector is unable to

state with certainty the number of those who
would partake of that holy ordinance. From the
best information he has procured, he supposes the
number would be seven. Baptisms, four children,
one white and three coloured—funerals four

—

marriages four—catechumens seven.

John Grammer.
The rector of Trinity Church, Protestant par-

ish, presents his report to the Convention this

year with the liveliest feeling of gratitude to the
great Head of the church for the fruit that has
been granted to his humble labours within the
course of the last twelve months. He has been
blessed with the pleasing satisfaction of beholding
an increasing interest on the subject of religion

among his charge, manifested by an accession of
several families to his congregation, by a more reg-

ular attendance on the public ministrations of the
word, by a greater number of persons taking an
active part in the services of the sanctuary, and
by more devotion in the manner in which those
services are conducted. But that which proves
to him most satisfactorily the increase of religious

feeling among his people, is the conversion, the
true conversion, he trusts, of three individuals of

his small charge within the last six weeks, and
the inquiring state in which about half a dozen or

more are at this time. These have all given pos-

itive evidence of the strivings of the spirit of grace
upon their hearts, and the prevailing effect which
it has had upon them, by their inquiring the way
to Zion, and resolving not to give over their search
after God until they have found him to the peace
and salvation of their souls.

Within a few months a Bible class has been
formed, composed at present of twenty-seven
members, and increasing daily. The exercises

are well attended, and, it is hoped, not without a

considerable beneficial influence. Very recently

a Sabbath School has been organized also in this

parish, which promises to be productive of much
good. There are twelve teachers and eighty

scholars. The rector of this church further re-

ports, that at the close of the last year he ceased

his regular monthly ministrations in the parish of

Lynnhaven ; so that that people are now without

a minister to break to them the bread of life. Mar-
riages six—baptisms sixteen—communicants fif-

teen—funerals eight.
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In closing his rpport, the rector of Trinity

Church begs the members of this Convention, in

their prayers for the spread of the gospt^l ami in-

crease of true rehgion genera;iy, to remember
that portion of God's vineyard, in particular, of

winch he is placed in charge. All which is re-

specifuily submitted.
John H. Wingfield.

St. George's Church, Fredericksburg. The
minister of this church has pleasure in reporting

it as being in a prosperous condition. The con-

gregation during the past year has always been

large, regular, and attentive ; and is still increasing

iniiunibers. The influence of the gospel lias been
realized to a very encouraging extent during that

period. For the greater part of the year, but few
indications of a beneficial ministration of the word
and doclnne gladdened our hearts ; but He who
has said, " In the inornmg sow thy seed, and in the

evening withhold not thine hand," at length in his

faithfulness remembered us, and granted us some
reviving proofs of his grace and love. Several of

our number being thus graciously visited, have

been called out ol darkness into marvellous light,

while others are an.xiously inquiring what they

must do to be saved.

There are two flourishing Bible classes under
our care. From this method of religious instruc-

tion we have found much important advantage to

arise, and think that no small share of the recent

spiritual improvement of the congregation may be

ascribed to it.

The Sunday Schools belonging to the church
are still in a mosi flourishing state. The number
of scholars, male and .emale, amounts to two hun-

dred and fifty.

The Fredericksburg Common Prayer-Book and

Tract ."Society is still in active and successful

operation.

The Female Education Society, auxiliary to

the Education Society of Virginia and Maryland,

is still iealous for the object of its formaiion, and

contributes its proportion to the funds of the pa-

rent institution.

A l-'emale Domestic Missionary Society has ex-

isted among us for several years. Several mis-

sionaries have in that time been employed, and
the gratifying assurance enjoyed of much impor-

tant good done by them in some of our adjoining

parishes. The society is now anxious to employ
a missionary.

The Charity Schools connected with the church

are of a highly interesting character ; they are two
in number, one of males, the other of females.

About forty-five children are educated in them,

some of whom are clothed and boarded. These ex-

cellent institutions share largely of the spiritual

care and pecuniary assistance of the congregation,

whde, as objects o( general favour and of general

good, they derive from other sources a part of their

support. Baptisms during the past year sixteen

(one adult)—communicants one hundred—mar-
riages twelve—funerals nine.

Edward C. M'CjUIRE.
Washington parish, Westmoreland. The parish

is not in as gooii a state as when last reported.

There is an apparent indifference towards the in-

terests of the church, except by a few who are

still attached to her doctrines and worship, and

who, it is trusted, are growing in grace and in the

knowledge of their Lord and Saviour .lesus Christ.

Baptisms twenty-two—funerals twelve—commu-
nicants eight—marriages eleven.

JosiAS Clapham.
St. Mark's parish, Culpepper county. Commu-

nicants about forty-five, two having removed and
two being added since the last Convention ;—mar-

riages three—baptisms ten, one of which was an
adult—funerals three.

George A. Smith.
Chapel congregation in the parish of Frederick.

The attendance upon divine worship is punctual,
and the conduct of the members correct. It is a
matter of lamentation, that during the past year
only one communicant has been added. The
number of baptisms has been sixty, forty-eight of

which were coloured children, twelve whites.

The missionary meetings are still well attended,

and a considerable fund arises therefrom.
William Meade.

Christ Church, Fredericksville parish. Though
nothing peculiarly staking, in a religious point of

view, has occurred in this charge since the last

Convention, it is manifest that the interests of re-

ligion and of the church are gradually improving
under the blessing of ihe Most High.

Several members have been added to our com-
munion during the last year ; indeed, scarcely one
sacramental occasion is remembered when some
new converts from sin and the world have not
been gathered into the fold of Jesus Christ.

Upon the whole, it is with lervent and devout
gratitude to our Divine Head, that the rector per-

ceives a gradual state of improvement in his par-

ish, the continuance of which he has no reason to

doubt. His congregations are orderly, devout,

and attentive to the word preached ; in that of

Charlottesville there are constantly to be seen
from fifty to sixty interesting youths, members of
the University of Virginia, whose attention and
good conduct on all religious occasions, and the

private expressions of whose personal kind re-

gard for the rector, ought to be acknowledged, as

IS here done, with gratitude. Many difficulties

and discouragements have attended our progress

hitherto, hut they are gradually vanishing, or be-

coming less formidable. The cause is God's, and
the work is his. It must prosper; be the glory

his. Communicants about filty— baptisms twelve
—funerals ten. F. W. Hatch.

Lexington parish, Amherst county. The min-
ister was received into this parish immediately
after the last Convention. Since then he has
regularly officiated in three different churches in

the county, and often in private houses during
the week. The attendance upon the Sabbath
day has been generally very good ; upon some
occasions the churches have been filled to over-

flowing. St. Matthew's, which was in a ruinous

state, has been repaired, and is now very comfort-

able for public worship. It is believed that St.

Luke's will in the course of the present year be
repaired, or else a new one built. The church at

New-Glasgow remains in the same condition in

which it was found. The Episcopal communi-
cants are twenty-seven, eleven of whom have been
a<lded during the past year: including those of

other denominations who commune, and are ap-

parently friendly, the whole number would not be
less than sixty.

In two of the congregations there is a Bible
class, consisting of from ten to fifteen members.
The children have been occasionally catechised.
Baptisms thirteen—marriages two.

By the repeated deaths of parishioners, the
minister has been admonished to work the work
of the Lord while it is day, and to exhort all to

flee from the wrath to come.
The ladies of the parish have contributed $30

to make the minister a life member of the Educa-
tion Society.

May It please God, by the influences of the Holy
Ghost, to put into the hearts of many to devote
themselves unreservedly to him, which is theix
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reasonable service. If the ministrations can be

regularly continued, it is behoved that religion

will flourish, and the interests of the church be

revived in Lexnigton parish.

Ch.\rlss H. Page.

The churches under the care of the rector of St.

Andrew's [j.-irish, Jellerson county, are much in the

same comiition as when last reported. If there is

any circumstance which indicatejs an improve-

ment and affords any encouragement, it is the in-

crease of the congregations ; they now are large,

and generally as full as can be conveniently accom-
modated ; they are also attentive to the preach-

ing of the word of God ; and occasionally one or

two persons have been added to the church of such
as we may hope will be saved. Three of those

who hive taken up the cross of Christ, and pro-

fessed to the world that they are his disciples by
obeying his word and uniting themselves to his

church, are young men of sincere piety and much
promise, who are an.xious to preach the gospel,

and who are now preparing with zeal and diligence

to enter the seminary of Alexandria ; one will

probably be entered at the commencement of the

next session, and the other two a year from that

period. It is, however, a subject of lamentation

and sorrow with the pastor and the pious under
his charge, that there is a great and general indif-

ference prevalent in this parish to the truths of

the gospel, and that but few are turned from the

error of their ways. An Auxiliary Education So-

ciety is still existing. Baptisms twenty—mar-
riages seven—additions to the communion eight

—

whole number of communicants in all the congre-

gations, about one hundred and ten.

Alex. Jones.

St. Margaret's parish, Caroline. This parish

has been in a destitute state for the last thirty

years, till within six months past. Like many of

the old churches in the diocess, this was fast sink-

ing to ruin, when, about a year ago, subscriptions

were obtained sufficient to repair the fallen wall,

and secure the exterior of the building. Much is

yet necessary to be done to make it comfortable,

and we hope ere long it will be made so. We
are encouraged to hope the work of grace has been
commenced and carried on in the hearts of some
of our congregation. The number of those who
are decided in their attachment to the doctrines

and worship of our church is yet small, but, we
hope, will increase. Service has been held at the

church and at the Bowling Green regularly since

last November, and, with the assistance of some
of the brethren from other counties, the commu-
nion has been administered twice ; at the first

celebration twelve persons united themselves to

the communion, and we trust also to the Saviour
;

at the second season, on the Gth of the present

month, ten joined us, and we now number twenty-
two. Baptisms four—marriages three.

L. H. Johns.

The rector of Bruton parish, Williamsburg, re-

ports, that the condition of the church under his

charge is somewhat improving. The building has
been repaired—the congregation attend regularly

upon public worship. An increasing attention to

the order and services of the church is manifest-
ed, and the hope is entertained that the pure
religion of Jesus Christ is gaining ground. A
kind feeling towards the church prevails among
the various denominations of Christians, and the
rector deems it matter of advantage to the church,
as well as of duty and inclination, to clierish and
reciproc.ite this catholic spirit. There is a flour-

ishing Sunday School attached to the congrega-
tion, cunsistmg of one hundred and fifteen schol-

ars, which does honour to the zeal and piety of its

teachers.

The number of communicants belonging to the
church is about iliirly, ten of whom have been
added lately. Baptisms twelve—marriages ten

—

funerals three. William H. Wilmer.
The rector of Christ Church, Norfolk, reports

to the Convention, that, since their last session,

there have been baptized by him and in his parish
fifty-seven persons, of whom three were adults.

There have been eight marriag;>s, and thirty fu-

nerals. The number of communicants is at pres-

ent one hundred and eighty-seven, of whom
twelve have been received during the past year.

At the bishop's visit in July last, twenty-two per-

sons were confirmed by him. The Sunday School,
just separated from a union with the Methodist
school, numbers twenty-two teachers and one
hundred and fifteen scholars, and is at this time
in a peculiarly promising condition. The cate-

chetical examinations and lectures of the rector,

after divine service on Sunday afternoons, are at-

tended by a very large number of children, male
and female. And the weekly evening lectures,

from house to house, also continue to command
interest.

A Bible class was instituted in January last,

which numbers about one hundred members.
About thirty of these, principally ladies of the
congregation, of all ages, from fifteen upwards,
take an active part in the exercises, and appear
to be deeply mterested in the study of the sacred
Scriptures.

The rector regrets to state, that, in the exten-
sive fire which broke out in Norfolk on the
morning of the 9th of March last, the stately and
commodious church belonging to the congrega-
tion was destroyed. Providentially, there had
been effected upon the building an insurance (or

$12,000, and another upon the organ for .$2,000.

There will be no difficulty in rebuilding the
church, as the sum recovered upon the policies,

added to the liberal contributions of the members
of the parish, will, it is believed, be amply surfi-

cient to erect a spacious and even handsome edi-

fice. Arrangements have been made for the
building of anew church; and its erection will,

by divine permission, be immediately commenced.
Amid all the distresses and inconveniences,

however, under which we labour, we have reason
to thank God and fake courage. There never has
been, during the ministry of the incumbent, so

much interest in religion in this parish as exists

at this time. A deep solemnity pervades the

minds of many ; and we have had the delightful

satisfaction of seeing some few converted from
their impenitence, and turned to the love and ser-

vice of God.
During the past year there have been

contributed by the parish to the Edu-
cation Society, f192 27

Thirty dollars of which were paid to

constitute the rector a life member of

the society.

The bishop's assistant's salary, - - 20 00
The contingent fund of the diocess, - 30 00
The Theological Seminary (balance of

a subscription), 10 00

f252 27

Henry W. Ditcachet.

I have been settled over the united parishes of

Abingdon and Ware for a period little exceeding

a year. Every thing evinces that the effort to

revive the church in this section of Virginia will

assuredly succeed. Our temporal prospects are

as favourable as could possibly be expected or de-
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sired. In spiritual things, however, we have not

yet found that which should at all authorize us to

rejoice. For the want of proper assistance, we
huve been enabled to celebrate the sacrament of

the Lord's Supper but once. We then numbered
forty communiCHnts, only fifteen of whom may be

certainly considered as nieml)ers of the Episcopal
church. This fact, however, evmces the favoura-

ble disposition of other denominations, whiih we
are glad to witness, and which we will aftectioii-

ately encourage. Our Sunday Schools, of which
we have several, are flourishing. Our auxiliary

Education Society (recently formed) made a very
liberal remittance to the parent institution ; and
our general prospects, we leel constrained toliope,

are favourable.

Since my settlement in this county I have per-

formed divine service in Yorktown every fort-

night, as the weather permitted my crossing the

river. The population m that place is thin, in

consequence of which my congregations there
have been small The generality of the people,

however, appear to be pleased with the services

of the church, and I would fain believe my labours
among them have not been in vain.

Since the time of my settlement in Gloucester
the number of marriages has been eight—bap-
tisms eight—burials five.

Wm. D. Cairns.
St. Anne's and South Farnham parishes, Es-

sex county. In reviewing the labours of the past
year, and reflecting upon his present prospects,
the rector, though he sees cause to mourn as well
as rejoice, has much to encourage him, and kindle
the purest gratitude to that blessed Lord and
Master who hath called hitn to the work of the
ministry. Much is there around him which re-

tards the progress of the church, and the spread
of pure godliness among the people. But still he
is warranted in stating, and to the glory of God's
grace be it recorded, that the pleasure of the
Lord has, in some degree, prospered in his hands.
The church of the living God is arising in her
glory : she is laying her foundations broad and
deep. The increase in the number of those who
frequent the sanctuary, and other things to which
we cannot give any tangible form, show that
there is a gradual and permanent advancement in

this heavenly cause. The word preached has, in

some few cases, been made the jjower of God
unto salvation. About ten souls, it is believed,
have been renewed by the Holy Ghost : the image
of their Saviour is upon them, and he who has
been made the minister of God's grace unto them
looks forward to the day of our Lord with a

triumphant hope that they will then appear as his
crown of rejoicing. At this time there are others
who appear to be under the influence of saving
grace, and, it is hoped, will soon join themselves
unto the Lord.
The repairs mentioned in the last report have

progressed nearly as far as was anticipated, and
we are not without hope that they will soon be
entirely finished. Should this be the case, the
church in St. Anne's will have undergone a
thorough repair, and be in every respect a neat
and commoilious building.

Present number of communicants in both par-
ishes thirty-three (one servant)—marriages three
—baptisms seventeen (one adult)—burials ten.

John F. M'Guire.
Henrico parish. It is with gratitude to the

great Author of every blessing that the rector is

enabled to represent the state of this church as
flourishing, and its prospects highly flattering.

An increasing zeal for vital religion has been
manifest during the past year, and numbers have

been added to the church of such as, we hum-
bly trust, shall be saved. The Sunday School
of this church is ui constant and successful opera-
tion. It numbers one hundred and ninety scholars,
and twenty-two teachers. The happy influence
of this school is apparent in every department
of the church. Many of the teachers have been
hopefully converted unto God, and, together with
many of their scholars, seem to be deeply impres-
sed with concern for the welfare of their immortal
soiils. Nothing but the experience of the past
year could have convinced the rector of the vast

extent of benefit to be derived from a well-con-
ducted Sunday School. Through the exertions

of the teachers, aided by the congregation, the

interior of the church has lately been painted,

and otherwise much improved. The rector has
held regular lectures during the week, and attend-

ed a large Bible class, both of which, he has rea-

son to believe, have been productive of much
good. Communicants thirty-three, ten of whom
have joined within the year past.

There are many communicants residing within
the neighbourhood of Richmond, who have been
heretotore reported, but are not included in the
above list. And it is worthy of remark, that of
the ten who have lately joined, five are teachers
of the Sunday School ; and that of the nineteen
who have lately received confirmation, eleven are
attached to the same school. Marriages fifteen

—

baptisms, six adults, seventeen infants.

Wm H. H.\rt.
Raleigh parish, Amelia county. Since the last

Convention the affairs of this parish have assu-

med a more encouraging aspect. Although the
minister cannot say that many have openly taken
the side of the Lord, yet the increased serious-

ness exhibits a pleasing contrast with the care-
lessness which prevailed.

The church has been comfortably repaired, and
the congregations are respectable and attentive

—

and, upon the whole, there is good ground for

hope that the church will again become strong in
this parish. The communion has not been ad-
ministered here for a number of years. The bap-
tisms are two—one funeral.

St. James's, Noriham, Goochland county. Prov-
idence has in some degree blessed the minis-
terial labours in this parish. Since the last year
ten have been added to the church ; and there
are others whose hard hearts the Lord hath bro-

ken, and who are anxious to confess him before

men. One of the churches has been repaired,

and in this the congregation is respectable in

numbers. Animating hopes are entertained of
success in the efforts which are now making to

beat down the prejudices, which in this parish
are very strong, against our liturgy, and generally
against our polity. Baptisms sixteen—marriages
three—deaths two—communicants nineteen.

William F. Lee.
Christ Church, Winchester. During the past

year the town of Winchester has been seriously

afflicted by sickness, and removal by death of
several valued members of our church. It is

hoped that these atflictioiis have been in some
degree sanctiiied by that kind Hand which sent
them, and have produced a deeper seriousness,
and an increasing attention to the means of grace,
among those who are attached to the church.
A Bible class is continued in successful opera-

tion, and promises much usefulness.

The Sunday School contains about fifty schol-
ars, but may be considered as in a languishing
state, owing, perhaps, in a great degree, to the
congregation not being duly impressed with the

importance of the school. The weekly lecture,



CONVENTION OF 1827. 205

which is held from house to house, is well attend-

ed, a:id the benevolent institutions which h/ive

been formed continue to receive unremitting at-

tention.

The ladies of the congregation have, by their

benevolent exertions during the past year, con-

stituted their pastor a life member of the Educa-
tion Society, and also a life member of the Amer-
ican Tract Society. Communicants forty-three
•—baptisms nine—marriages five—deaths sixteen.

The rector also reports, that Christ Church, in

the parish of Norborne, at \>'hich he preaches

once a month, is well attended, although his

hands have not been strengthened, nor his heart

made glad by an increase of communicants, the

precise number of which he has not been able to

ascertain. J. E. Jackson.
Bristol parish, Petersburg. No occurrences of

any great importance, with respect to the state of

the church in this parish, have taken place since

the last communicaiioii that was made to the Con-
vention. I have the satisfaction to remark, that

there is no falling off in the attendance of the in-

habitants on their religious duties, but rather

some improvement in that respect ; public wor-

ship IS generally well attended . the number of

communicants is, indeed, not numerous, only

about forty or forty -five. There was a society of

females formed two or three years ago, styled the
" Female Episcopal Society of Petersburg," aux-

iUary to the society in Alexandria. Since its

formation, it has carried on the object intended

successfully ; considerable sums of money have
been remitted to the parent society. Marriages

in twelve months, nine—baptisms twenty-four

—

funerals thirteen. Ani;rf,w Svme.
St. Paul's Church, Lynchburg. This congre-

gation has enjoyed the privilege of an appropriate

place of worship only since the last meeting of

the Convention, at which time St. Paul's Church
was consecrated. The stated religious services

during the past year, besides thuse on Sunday
morning and evening, have consisted of lectures

on Wednesday evening in the church, and on

Friday evenmg in private houses ; all of which
have been generally well and devoutly attended,

and in all the church hturgy is undeviatingly

used.

A Sunday School Society was formed in Sep-

tember, for (he support of a Sunday School in the

church, which has already been highly useful,

and gives promise of lasting good as a nursery of

piety and scriptural knowledge. The society has

lately become an auxiliary to the General Epis-

copal Sunday School Union. In November an

excellent organ was opened in the church, at an

expense of twelve hundrfd dollars, which has

been defrayed almost exclusively by the young
gentlemen of Lynchburg. On Christmas-day a

society of young ladies was constituted, m aid of

the Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society of

the Episcopal Church, which has become respon-

sible for the support of a heathen child in the

Mission School at Green Bay. Its contributions,

though small, will, it is trusted, be regular and

permanent. The rector is deeply pained to report,

that out of so large and interesting a congregation

as that to which he ministers, only fourteen per-

sons have yet publicly professed their faith in

Christ by partaking of the holy communion. Sun-
day scholars sixty—baptisms five—marriages two
—burials nine. F. G. Smith.

Norborne parish, Berkeley county. The rec-

tor reports about ten baptisms, and eight persons

added to the commvmion during the last year.

The Female Education Societv has not diminish-

ed in numbers or zeal, and the Union Sunday

School, with which the parish is connected, has
recommenced its operations.

The spiritual improvement of the coni,'regation

during the last year is encouraging, and the zeal

of some members of the communion is worthy of

remark, and calls for gratitude to God.
John T. Brooke.

Monumental Church, Richmond. Communi-
cants (thirteen addedi about one hundred and
fifty—baptisms (of adults one, of children twenty-
four) twenty-five—Sunday scholars about one
hundred and thirty-five.

The spiritual concerns of this parish, it is be-
lieved, are improving. An increased attention to

religion has within a few months manifested
itself, especially among the younger members of
the congregation ; and on the approaching cele-

bration of the communion it la expected that
several persons will come forward, and for the
first time testify their love to their Saviour, by
partaking of those symbols which were designed
to be means of grace, and pledges to assure us of
God's acceptance.
The Sunday School is flourishing. This school

(in conjunction with that of Henrico parish, con-
stituting the Richmond Episcopal Sunday School

Society) has lately become auxiliary to the very
important institution lately established by the

members of the General Convention, entitled,
" The General Protestant Episcopal Sunday School

Union."'^ To the credit of the male teachers of

the Richmond Union it ought to be mentioned
that, in the course of the past year, they have
published an edition of the Rev. Titus Strong's
very popular Letters, entitled, " A Candid Exam-
ination of the Episcopal Church," which have
been extensively distributed through the diocess,

and produced the good effect of exciting a spirit

of inquiry to the claims of our communion, and of

strengthening the attachment of many to the

faith and order of the gospel, as maintained by
apostolic and primitive men.

RicH.iRD Ch.inning Moore.
Russell parish, Bedford county. In this parish

the interests of the church are gradually hut per-

manently improving. The prejudices against our
forms are rapidly subsiding ; the confidence of the

public is regained, and the affections of the young,
particularly, are secured. The congregations are

always seriously attentive, and it is believed that

the spirit of God is silently but eHectually per-

forming the work of grace on the hearts of many.
Though the gain to the church has been rather

in the way of moral weight than of numerical
accession, yet since the last Convention six com-
municants have been added, and three or four

more will be received the next communion. By
the erection of two churches in a small and infant

parish, the congregations have not hitherto been
enabled to contribute to those objects which have
so many claims upon our charities. Hut for the

future better things may be expected. The ladies

of one of the churches (St. Stephen's) have, by a

contribution of $35, constituted their minister a

life member of the Education Society : in the

same church an available auxiliary will immedi-
ately be organized. In each of the churches a

Bible class has been formed, with the prospect of

good. Baptisms thirty-one—marriages eight—fu-

nerals eight—communicants sixteen.

Nicholas H. Cobbs.
St. Stephen's Church, Culpepper county. The

present minister of this church has officiated in it

twice in every month since December last. The

* See on another page of this Journal the re-

port of the committee on the state of the church.
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Rev. Mr. Woodville officiates regularly once a

month, and has administered the sacrament of

the Lord's Supper twice since Deceiiitjer. The
congregations are generally considerable in num-
ber and attentive. A Sunday School is in suc-

cessful operation, and a Female Education So-

ciety has for some time contributed regularly to

the funds ot the parent institution. The minister

of St. Stephen's has also preached twice in each

month at Orange courthouse, where the congre-

gations have been large and attentive, and pros-

pects encouraging. Number ot communicants
not known. G. A. Smith.
The congregation in the town of Wheeling is

gradually improving, and its present prospects are

favourable. Last winter the evening lectures of

the rector were better attended than they had

been for two years back. Communicants thirty-

seven—baptisms thirteen— marriages fifteen.

In March, 1825, the rector took charge of St.

John's Church, in Brooke county, twenty-five

miles from Wheeling. St. John's Church had

stood in an unfinished state for twenty-five years ;

the congregation had been very much neglected.

In the fall of the year 1825 the church was fin-

ished, and it is a source of gratification to know
that the congregation is very large, and a work
of grace seems to be going on among the people.

Communicants thirty-four.

1 preach part of my time in the town of Wells-

burg, sixteen miles from Wheeling, in Brooke
county. The congregation is large and very at-

tentive. We have no church in Wellsburg, but

I hope It will not be long before we shall have one.

John Armstkong.

Mr. Hugh Nelson, from the committee ap-

pointed to examine the treasurer's accounts,

made a report, which was read, and is as fol-

lows :

—

The committee on the treasurer's accounts

beg leave to report, that they have had the same
under consideration, and find them to be correct.

On motion, Resolved, That the said report

be received and approved.

Mr. Dabney, from the committee to whom
was referred the examination of the accounts

of the treasurer of the funds of the widows and

orphans of deceased clergymen of the Episcopal

Church of Virginia, made the following report :

—

The committee to whom was referred the

examination of the " fund for the relief of dis-

tressed widows and orphans of clergymen,"

have, according to oider, had the same under

consideration, and beg leave to report the fol-

lowing as a correct statement rendered by the

treasurer.

The fund for the relief of the icidoics and or-

phans of deceased clergymen of the Episcopal
Church of the Droccss of Virginia, in account

with John Hooff, treasurer.

182G, Aug. 14.

To cash paid Dr. Wilmer for Mrs.
Whitaker,

Nov. 15.

To cash paid for two shares of stock

of the Farmers' Bank of Alexan-

dria, at $41 50 per share,

Balance in the hands of the treasu-

rer,

Dr

$20 00

83 00

129 73

1826, May 4. Cr.

By old amount per balance, - - ©6 61

Aug. 16.

One quarter's dividend on three per

cent, slock, - - - - 15 28
Oct. 3.

Dividend on sixty-five shares of Far-

mers' Bank of Alexandria, at $ 1 25

per share, - - - - 81 25
1827, April 3.

Do. on sixty-seven shares of ditto, 83 75

April 5.

Three quarter's dividend three per

cent. U. S. stock, - - - 45 84

$232 73

The funds are as follows :—
United States three per cent, stock, $2,037 78

One share of stock, Bank of Vir-

ginia (par), - - - - 100 00
Sixty-seven shares of stock, Far-

mers' Bank of Alexandria, par

value, 3,350 00
Robert Andrews's executor's note,

balance bearing interest from the

day of , - - - 405 00

Cash on hand, -

$5,892 78
129 73

$232 73

$6,022 51

The committee are pleased to observe that

this fund is in a state of gradual increase. The
objects of its bounty are at present but few,

and it is hoped that, should the dispensation of

Providence afflict the church by the removal of

any of God's labourers in the holy ministry,

their widows and children will not be exposed

to comfortless want, nor be forced to rely for

support on the reluctant charity of the world.

All which is respectfully submitted.

Reuel Keith, Chairman.

On motion, the above report was accepted.

The special committee to whom were refer-

red the communication from the secretaries of

the House of Bisho]is and of the House of Cler-

ical and Lay Delegates to the secretary of this

Convention, presented a report.

On motion. Resolved, That the said report

be laid upon the table.

The proceedings of the standing committee
since the last Convention were read.

The session was then suspended, for the pur-

pose of attending divine service by the Rev.
Mr. Croes, and a sermon by the Rev. Mr.
Tyng of Maryland.

On motion, Resolved, That the treasurer of

this Convention pay to the secretary of the

House of Clerical and Lay Delegates the assess-

ment upon this diocess, for the purpose of de-

fraying the contingent expenses of the last Gen-
eral Convention.

Resolved, That the next Convention of the

Protestant Episcopal Church of the diocess of

Virginia be held in the town of Petersburg, on

the third Thursday in May next.
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The Rev. Mr. Lippit, from the committee
appointed to examine the state of the fund for

the permanent support of the episcopate in this

diocess, presented the following report :

—

The committee to whom was referred the

account of the treasurer of the fund for the

support of the episcopate in this diocess,

Report, That in consequence of the treasurer

not having forwarded his accounts, they have

noihing special to present to the Convention.

E. R. Lippir, Chairman.

On motion, Resolved, That the said report

be received.

The Convention then proceeded to the elec-

tion, by ballot, of eight delegates, to represent

this diocess in the next General Convention of

the Protestant Episcopal Church of the Uni-

ted States : whereupon the following gentlemen
were duly elected, viz. :—Rev. William H.
Wilmer, D. D., Rev. William Meade, Rev.
Edward C. M'Guire, Rev. Reuel Keith, Dr.

Carter Berkeley, Mr. Philip Nelson, Mr. James
M. Girnett, and Mr. Hugh Nelson.

The bishop appeared and took his seat as

president of the Convention.

On motion, Resolved, That the treasurer pay
to the doorkeeper of this Convention the sum
of five dollars for his services.

On motion, Resolved, unanimously. That the

thanks of this Convention be tendered to the

citizens of this place, for their kind and hospita-

ble attentions to the members of the Conven-
tion during its session.

On motion. Resolved, unanimously. That the

thanks of this Convention be tendered to the

ministers of the Presbyterian, Methodist, and
Baptist churches in this place, for the liberal

and kind offer of their churches for the use of

the Convention.

The Convention proceeded to the election,

by ballot, of a standing committee of the

church in this diocess for the ensuing year ;

—

whereupon the following gentlemen were duly

elected, viz. :—the Rev. Reuel Keith, 'he Rev.

Edward R. Lippit, the Rev. William Jackson,

the Hon. Bushrod Washington, Mr. John Hooff,

and Edmund J. Lee, Esq.

On motion. Resolved, That the thanks of the

Convention be presented to the secretary and
treasurer for their faithful services, and that the

treasurer pay to the secretary his expenses in-

curred in attending this (Convention.

On motion. Resolved, That 800 copies of the

Journal of this Convention be printed, and dis-

tributed by the secretary among the parishes,

under the superintendence of the bishop.

On motion. Resolved, that the bishop of this

diocess, the Rev. Dr. Wilmer, the Rev. Mr.
Hart, and the Rev. Mr. Grammer, be appointed

a committee to arrange and publish, in the form

of a tract, such an edition of the constitution

and canons of the church in this diocess, with

such remarks explanatory of the form of govern-

ment and polity of the Protestant Episcopal

Church as they may deem necessary, and dis-

tribute the same when published among the dif-

ferent parishes in this diocess.

On motion, Resolved, That the sum of sixty-

four dollars be appropriated to the bishop for the

.support of his assistant out of the contingent

fund, to make up, with the sum paid in for that

purpose during the present Convention^ the sum
of S3U0, in pursuance of the pledge made by

the last Convention.

On motion, Resolved, That the several par-

ishes of this diocess be required to pay annu-
ally the same sums which were assessed upon
them for the payment of the bishop for his epis-

copal services during the last year, and that

said assessment be again spread upon the

Journals of this Convention.

Leed's parish, - - - - $10 00
Town of Suffolk, . - - 7 50
Parish of Suffolk, - - - 7 50
Russell parish, Bedford, - - 10 00
St. Martin's parish, Hanover, - 10 00
Shelburne parish, - - - 10 00
Hungar's parish, - - - 10 00
Heniico parish, - - - 15 00
Fredericksville parish, - - 10 00
St. Andrew's parish, - - - 10 00
Frederick parish, - - - 15 00
St. George's parish, - - - 15 00
South Farnham parish, Essex, - 10 00
Christ Church, Fairfax parish, - 20 00
Lynchburg parish, - - - 10 00
St. James's parish, Mecklenburg, 10 00
Augusta parish, Staunton, - - 10 00
Bristol parish, - - - - 20 00
St. Paul's Church, Alexandria, - 10 00
Portsmouth parish, - - - 10 00
Hamilton parish, Fauquier, - 10 00
Gloucester county, - - - 10 00
Norborne parish, Berkeley, - 10 00
Christ Church, Norfolk, ' - - 20 00
Accomack county, - - - 10 00
Amherst county, - - - 10 00
Kanawha county, - - - 10 00
Culpepper, - - - - ]0 00
Orange, 10 00
Rornney, ----- 5 00
Goochland, - - - - 10 00
Amelia, - - - - 10 00
Louisa, - - - - 10 00
Wheeling, - - - - 10 00
St. Anne's parish, Essex, - - 10 00

The Rev. Dr. Wilmer, from the committee
on the state of the church in this diocess, pre-

sented the following report :—

,

The committee on the state of the church beg
leave to report to the Convention the result of
their deliberations on such subjects as have pre-

sented themselves to their attention on this occa-
sion.

The very destitute state of many of our par-

ishes has long been a subject of solicitude and re-

gret with the friends of the church, and efforts

have from time to time been devised for provi-

ding a remedy for this evil. Among other meas-
ures it was formerly proposed that the state should
be laid off in districts, and assigned to the several

ministers of the diocess, whose duty it should be,

at stated seasons, to visit and administer the offi-

ces of the church in their several districts. From
whatever cause tins plan has miscarried, your

committee are of opinion that there are no insu-

perable obstacles in the way of its accomplish-
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ment, and that it is eminently calculated to pro-

mote the in'erests of the church and of religion.

They therefore recommend to the Convention
the adoption of the following resolution :

—

Resolved, That the bishop be respectfully re-

quested to lay oft" the diocess in districts, and to

assign to each district two or more mmisters,
whose duty it shall be to meet in association at

the places assigned them twice in the year, for the

purpose of preaching and administering the ordi-

nances of the church to the people.

Your committee beg leave also to call the at-

tention of the Convention to the General Prot-

estant Episcopal Sunday School Union, estab-

lished by the members of our church at the meet-
ing of the last General Convention. The object

of this society is to facilitate the purchase, at

cheap rates, of books suitable to our Sunday
Schools, and to establish and cherish soundness
and harmony in principle and practice among
those who are destined, when we are gone from
the world, to take our places in society and in the

church of God. I'nder the impression that such
an object is highly desirable and important, your
committee beg leave to recommend to the Con-
vention the adoption o( the following resolution:

—

Resolved, That the General Protestant Episco-
pal Sunday School Union be recommended to the
patronage and support of the members of our
church in this diocess.

All which is respectfully submitted.
Wii.i.iAM H. WiLMER, Chairman.

On motion, Resolved, That the said report

be received, and the resolutions recommended
by the committee adopted.

The standing committee, in pursuance of the

resolution of the last Convention, presented

the following laws and regulations for the gov-

ernment of the society for the relief of dis-

tressed widows and orphans of clergymen.

Ziaws for the management of the funds and payment
of the annuities of the society for the relief of the

vndows and children of the clergy of the Protestant
Episcopal Church in Virginia.

1. The contributors to this fund shall be ar-

ranged in classes, agreeably to their annual contri-

butions, and each contributor shall abide by that

class which he at first entered, except on the fol-

lowing conditions. If he desire to go from a
lower to a higher class, he shall pay the differ-

ence between his former and his new rate of sub-
scription for all the years during which he has
paid the smaller sum, together with interest

thereon. If he change from a higher to a lower,
he shall be repaid the difference between his two
rates of subscription during the term of his sub-
scribing, withoiA any interest thereupon.

2. Every person entering the society shall pay
one dollar and a half for every year he has ex-
ceeded ihe age of thirty.

3. The first contribution shall be paid in ad-
vance : that is, on the person's becoming a mem-
ber of the society.

4. Each contributor shall pay his annual con-
tribution to the society on or before the Thursday
in Whitsun-week every year, under the penalty of
twelve and a half per cent, per annum, on his
original subscription, for each year's default ; and
whensoever the penalties shall amount to the
whole sum heretofore subscribed by him, this

sum shall be forfeited to the society, and he be no
longer considered as a contributor, except he shall
afterward comply with such terms as to the so-
ciety may appear equitable and expedient.

5. Should any member chooso to withdraw

from the society, he shall receive no compensation
for the money which hf- has contributed ; but his
widow and children shall be entitled to ten per.

cent, upon the money contributed. And any con-
tributor removing from the state, although he can
no longer be considered as a member of the so-

ciety, may remain a contributor, and he, and after

his death his wife and children, shall be treated
as is directed by the laws of the society. But if

it should be inconvenient for him after his removal
to continue his subscription, he shall then be re-

paid the sum which he shall have advanced, pen-
alties excepted, with legal interest on each contri-

bution during the time the society shall have used
the money.

6. Every contributor who shall marry more
than once shall pay one year's contribution extra-

ordinary at every such marriage.
7. There shall be four different sums ; any one

of which subscribers may contribute, viz. : five,

ten, fifteen, and twenty dollars, which shall be
called four classes.

8. If a clergyman die before he shall have com-
pleted five annual payments, his family shall be
entitled to an annuity of three times his annual
contribution ; if he have paid five, and less than
ten, they shall receive an annuity of four times
his annual contribution ; if ten, and less than fif-

teen, they shall be paid an annuity of five times
his annual contribution ; and if fifteen, or up-
wards, they shall then receive an annuity of six

times his annual contribution.

9. Annuities shall be paid widows during life,

unless they marry again ; in which case their an-
nuities shall cease and fall to their children en-
tirely if they have any, agreeably to the laws of
the society ; and children, if males, shall enjoy
annuities until they be twenty-one years old; if

females, so long as they remain unmarried.
10. If there be a child and no widow, such child

shall be entitled to the whole annuity during the
time that he or she continues to be an annu-
itant ; but if there be more than one child and no
widow, the annuity shall be equally divided
among them till they severally marry, or exceed
the age of annuitants, which annuity shall be laid

out in their education or apprenticeship, with the
advice of such guardians or executors as the
father may have nominated ; and if none such
shall have been nominated by the father, then in

such manner for the benefit of the child or chil-

dren as the society shall direct.

11. If there be a widow and one child, the an-
nuity shall be equally divided between them du-
ring the time which they shall be respectively en-
titled to it ; and if there be a widow and two or
more children, the widow shall have one third
during her widowhood : the remainder shall be
equally divided among the children, or apportioned
in such manner among the annuitants as the
father shall direct by his last will.

12. The donations already made and those
that may hereafter be made to the society shall
constitute a separate fund, the benefit of which
shall be applied to the relief of such families of
the members of the society as require peculiar
assistance ; and as it cannot be ascertained what
annuity such a fund may yield, it shall remain with
the society to apply this money as the necessity
of the case shall to them appear to require.

13. The society shall have power to alter the
annuities to the rate of interest that can be ob-
tained, but no alteration shall take place from a
supposition that there are too few annuitants for

the funds.

Rules for the transaction of the business of the society.

1 . At every annual noeeting there shall be chosen
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a pi-esident, treasurer, and secretary, who shall

remain in office till the next annual election. The
bishop, if lie be a member of the society, shall be
president.

2. On urgent occasions, the president shall notify

the secretary to call special meetings of the so-

ciety.

3. The treasurer shall manage the funds and
pay the annuities agreeably to tlie direction of the

society, and by tlie advice of such counsellor or

counsellors as he shall be directed to consult. He
shall give bond in such sum as the society shall

judge necessary for the security of their funds.

4. The secretary shall takedown minutes of the

proceedings of the society, and record them in a

book to be kept for the purpose. He shall faith-

fully preserve all papers and accounts coininittcd

to his care, and deliver them to his successor.

On motion. Resolved, That the said laws and
regulations be approved and adopted.

The Rev. William Meade, from the board of

trustees of the Theological School, presented a

report, which was read, as follows :

—

Report of the Board of Trustees of the Theological

School of Virginia to the Convention, assembled in

Fredericksburg, May l~th, 1827.

The board do not consider it necessary to detail

in this report the dift'erent studies in which the

young candidates for the ministry have been en-

gaged during the present year, as they are the

same which have been mentioned in former com-
munications. Since our last report, five of the

students in this school have entered upon the dis-

charge of those high and holy duties for which
they had been preparing, and are now, we trust,

giving good evidence that their time has not been
mispent, or their studies unprotitable. Two others

are now about to receive their commission, and
enter upon ihe same duties.

During the present session ten young men have
been pursuing their studies in our institution, and,

from applications already made, we have reason

to expect that not less than fifteen will enter it on
the ensuing session. We are annually experien-

cing the beneficial effects of our school, in the

supply of vacant churches, and in the collection

of congregations, in places where almost all vesti-

ges of the church were gone. The importance of

continuing and increasing our efforts to render

this institution as efficient as possible, is more and
more deeply felt by those into whose hands its

management is intrusted, and indeed by all its

friends and supporters.

At the late meeting of the board a subject of no
email unportance came under consideration, and

led to a decision which we deem it proper to com-
municate to this Convention. From the first open-
ing of the school, very serious inconveniences
were found to attend the residence of the students

and professors in a town. The expense of living

is necessarily greater, and many intenuptions to

their studies are almost unavoidable, 'i'he want
of a building exclusively devoted to their use, and
where they may live in the most retired manner,
and in the simplest way, has been 'deeply felt,

and often expressed by the professors. It is be-

lieved that the institution has already suffered,

and may suffer still more, from the want of such,

an establishment.

Accordingly, the board have determined to pur-
chase or erect, in some healthy situation near
Alexandria, but within the State of Virginia, a
house or houses sufficiently large to accommodate
two professors and twenty students. A commit-
tee has been appointed to execute this important
duty, and will repair to Alexandria in the course
of the Ibl lowing month for that purpose.

It has also been deemed important that the un-
divided services of two proicssois, besides such
assistance as the officiating ministers in Alexan-
dria can render, shall be given to the students,

and, accordingly, arrangements can and will ba
made for such supply.
The board are happy to inform the Convention,

that although they have, during the past year,
been deprived of the valuable services of the Rev.
Dr. Wilmer, which had been so faithfully and
generously rendered from the commencement of
the school, yet they expect to receive from his

worthy successor in St. Paul's Church, the Rev,
Mr. William Jackson, very important assistance
in the department of pastoral theology, which has
been assigned to his care.

From the report of the treasurer, which is an-
nexed, it will be perceived that our funds are
still altogether unworthy the magnitude of the
object for which they were raised, and of the
ability of those from whom we may reasonably
expect support. The board would again press
the duty of more and larger contributions, and
would take further steps for the obtaining of the
same ; but as a special contribution will be so-
licited for the purchase or erection of the above-
mentioned buildings, and as that duty is confided
to the management of a select committee, it is

thought best for the present to forbear any new
effort for the increase of the funded capital, leav-

ing it, however, open to the contributions of the
living, and the bequests of the dying.

All which is respectfully submitted by the
board. Richard Channing Moopb,

President,

Journal of the Proceedings of a Convention of the Protestant Episcopal Church of the Diocess of
Virginia, which assembled in the town of Petersburg, on Thursday, the \bthof May, 1828.

Thursday, M.vy 15, 1828.

This being the day and place appointed for

the annual meeting of the Convention of the

Protestant Episcopal Church in the diocess of

Virginia, the Right Rev. Bishop Moore, D. D.,

with several clerg)'men and lay defegatcs, at-

tended divine service in the Episcopal church in

this town.

Morning prayers were read by the Right Rev.
Bishop Moore, and a sermon preached by the

Rev. William Meade, D. D.

After divine service the Right Rev. Bishop

Moore took the chair as president of the Con-
vention.

The following clergymen, entitled to seats in

this Convention, appeared, viz. :

—

The Rev. William Meade, D. D., Frederick

parish, Frederick county ; tiie Rev. Edward C.

M'Guire, St. George's parish, Fredericksburg
;

the Rev. Reuel Keith, D. D., Christ Church,

Alexandria, parish of Fairfax ; the Rev. Charles

H. Page, Lexington parish, Amherst county

;

the Rev. Robert B. Croes, assistant minister

of the Monumental Church, Richmond ; the
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Rev. Henry W. Ducachet, M. D., Christ

Church, Norfolk ; the Rev. William F. Lee, St.

James's parish, Northam, Goochland county,

Raleigh parish, Amelia, and Manchester parish,

Chesterfield ; the Rev. John P. M'Guire, St.

Anne's and South Farnham parishes, Essex
county ; the Rev. Johannes E. Jackson, Christ

(Church, Frederick parish, Frederick county ;

the Rev. John T. Brooke, Norhorne parish,

Berkeley county ; the Rev. Edward R. Lippit,

Professor in the Theological School of this dio-

cess near Alexandria ; the Rev. George A.
Smith, St. Stephen's Church, Culpepper county

;

the Rev. John Grammer, Bath parish, Dinwid-
dle county ; the Rev. William H. Hart, Henri-

co parish, Henrico county ; the Rev. William
G. H. Jones, parish of Newport, Isle of Wight

;

the Rev. John H. Wingfield, Portsmouth parish,

Norfolk county ; the Rev. Andrew Syme, Bris-

tol parish, Petersburg ; the Rev. Hugh C.

Boggs ; the Rev. William Jackson, St. Paul's

Church, Alexandria ; the Rev. John Cooke,
St. Martin's parish, Hanover and Louisa coun-
ties ; the Rev. George Lemon, Hamilton and
Leeds parish, Fauquier county ; the Rev. Mark
L. Chevers, Elizabeth City parish, Elizabeth

City county ; the Rev. Thomas Jackson, Shel-

burne parish, Loudoun county ; the Rev.
Frederick W. Hatch, Fredericksville parish,

Albemarle county ; the Rev. Jacob Keeling,

Suffolk, Nansemond county ; the Rev. William

D. Cairns, Ware and Abingdon parishes, Glou-

cester county ; the Rev. William Steele, St.

James's parish, Mecklenburg county ; the Rev.

Ira Parker, Suffolk ; the Rev. Adam Empie,
rector of Bruton parish, and President of Will-

iam and Mary College, Williamsburg ; the Rev.
Leonard H. Johns, St. Margaret's parish, Caro-
line county.

Ordered, That Mr. Philip Nelson, Dr. Carter

Berkeley, and Mr. John G. Williams, be a com-
mittee to examine the certificates of lay dele-

gates ; who then withdrew, and after a short

time returned, and presented the following re-

port :

—

The committee to whom were referred the

certificates of the lay delegates, have, according

to order, examined the same, and ri port, that

the following persons have been duly elected

lay delegates to this Convention ;

—

Dr. Robert B. Butt, Portsmouth parish

;

Thurmer Hoggard, Lynnhaven parish, Princess

Anne county ; Mallory M. Todd, Newport,
Isle of Wight ; John Grammer, parish of I3ris-

tol, Petersburg ; Gen. William H. Brodnax,
Bath palish ; Thomas L. Robertson, St. Ste-

phen's Church, Culpepper county ; William B.

Page, Christ Church, Winchester ; Beverley
Davies, Lexington parish, Amherst county

;

Thomas L. Lalane, South Farnham parish, Es-
sex county ; William Mayo and John G. Will-

iams, Monumental Church, Richmond ; Hugh
C. M'Ncmara, Henrico parish, Henrico county :

Walker W. Webb, Bruton parish, Williams-
burg ; Gerrard Alexander, Russell parish, Bed-
ford county ; Col. William Boiling, St. James's
parish, Northam, Goochland county ; William
Coff.eld, St. Paul's Church, Suffolk ; the Hon.

Hugh Nelson, Fredericksville parish, Albemarfe
county ; James B. Nichols, St. Paul's Church,
Alexandria ; Philip Nelson, Frederick parish,

Frederick county ; John Southgate, Christ

Church, Norfolk ; N. Osgood, St. John's Church,
Moore's parish, Campbell county ; Westwood
S Armistcad, St. John's Church, Elizabeth City

parish ; Robert P. Waring, St. Anne's parish,

Essex county ; Seih Ward, St. Paul's Church,
Lynchburg ; Lewis Berkeley, jr., Shelbume
parish, Leesburg, Loudoun county ; John Nel-
son, St. James's parish, Mecklenburg county ;

Nelson Berkeley, St. Margaret's p<f ish, Caro-
line county ; Thomas Smith, St. Paul's parish,

King George county ; William M. Blackford,

St. George's parish, Fredericksburg ; Dr. Car-

ter Berkeley, St. Martin's parish, Hanover and
Louisa counties ; John Gray, Hamilton parish,

Fauquier county ; Thomas Nelson, Norborne
parish, Martinsburg, Berkeley county ; Lewis
Berkeley, Norborne parish, Berkeley county.

On motion. Resolved, That the following

rules of order, adopted by the last Convention

for the government of their proceedings, be the

rules of proceeding during the present Conven-
tion.

1. The business of every day shall be intro-

duced with the morning service of the church.

2. When the president takes the chair, no
member shall continue standing, or shnll after-

ward stand up, except to address the chair.

3. No member shall absent himself from the

service of the house unless he have leave, or

be unable to attend.

4. When any member is about to speak in

debate, or deliver any matter to the house, he
shall, with due respect, address himself to the

president, confining IiimseLf strictly to the point

in debate.

5. No member shall speak more than twice

in the same debate without leave of the house.

6. A question being once determined shall

stand as the judgment of the house, and shall

not be again drawn into debate during the same
session, unless with the consent of two thirds

of the house.

7. While the president is putting any ques-

tion, the members shall continue in their seats,

and shall not hold any private discourse.

8. Every member who shall be in the house

when any question is put, shall, on a division,

be counted, unless he be personally interested

in the decision.

9. No motion shall be considered as before

the house unless it be seconded, and, when re-

quired, reduced to writing.

10. When any question is before the house, it

shall be determined on before any new thing is

introduced, except the question of adjournment.

H. The question on a motion of adjourn-

ment shall be taken before any other, and with-

out debate.

12. When the house is about to rise, every

member shall keep his seat until the president

shall leave his chair.

Ordered, That the Rev. John H. Wingfield,

the Rev. Robert B. Croes, the Rev. George
Smith, Mr. William B. Page, Mr. Gerrard
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Alexander, and Mr. Thurmer Hoggard, be a

committee to examine the parochial reports.

Ordered, That the Rev. Wm. Meade, D. D.,

the Rev. Henry W. Ducachet, the Rev. Edward
C. M'Guire, the Rev. Wm. II. Hart, the Rev.
Wm. Jackson, the Hon. Hugh Nelson, Mr.
WiUiam Mayo, Mr. Robert P. Waring, Mr.
John Soiuhgate, and John G. WiUiams, be a

committee to take into consideration the state

of the church in this diocess, and report there-

upon to tliis Convention.

Ordered, That the Rev. Edward R. Lippit,

the Rev. John M'Guire, the Rev. WiUiam F.

Lee, Mr. Francis Nelson, Mr. Hugh C. M'Ne-
mara, and Mr. Mallory M. Todd, be a commit-
tee to examine the accounts of the treasurer of

the fund for the permanent support of the epis-

copate in this diocess.

Ordered, That the Rev. Andrew Syme, the

Rev. John Grammer, the Rev. Frederick W.
Hatch, and John Grammer, sen., be a commit-
tee to examine the treasurer's accounts.

Ordered, That the Rev. Reuel Keith, the Rev.
Johannes E. Jackson, Mr. Seth Ward, and Mr.
Nelson Berkeley, be a committee to examine the

state of the fund for the support of the widows
and orphans of deceased clergymen.

The bishop then delivered the following

PASTORAL ADDRESS.

Another year, brethren, has revolved over us,

and we are again favoured with an opportunity of

meeting together in the council of the church, to

deliberate on such measures as may, with the

blessing of heaven, advance the interest of reli-

gion in general, and of our own community in

particular. We have received many mercies de-

serving our utmost gratitude to the Almighty ;

and we have some bereavements to lament, which
should awaken in our minds the uncertainty of

human life, and excite us to more unwearied dili-

gence in the cause of God our Saviour.

In casting our eye around us, and surveying the
members of which this Convention is composed,
we look in vain for several individuals who at

this time the last year constituted a part of our
ecclesiastical body, and who we had reason to

hope would have been spared to meet with us on
this occasion, and to assist us in our religious de-

liberations. The venerable Mr. Armstrong, who
at an advanced age came from Wheeling, to wit-

ness the progress of the church, died a few days
after his return home. Though the place at

which we convened was distant from his abode
several hundred miles, still the pleasure he expe-
rienced at the Convention was so great, that he
declared, prior to his departure from Fredericks-

burg, that the unity of sentiment which distin-

guisheti our proceedings, and the vital piety which
marked the discourses he heard, had more than
repaid him for ail his toil and fatigue. He left us
with renewed desires to discharge his duty, and
with the conviction on his mind that God was
with us of a truth. He now rests from his labours,

and, I trust, is reaping the reward of a life devoted
to the cause of his Redeemer.

In touching on the subject of the bereavement
we have experienced in the death of our beloved
Wilmer, it is impossible for me to find language
sufiicieiUly strong to express that sense of his loss

which fills my mind. He was one of those who
first called my attention to this diocess ; and of

the three clergymen who corresponded with me
O 2

on that subject, one only now remains. He, I

trust, will be spared to assist you with his counsel
when my head will be slumbering in the tomb.

'I'o the usefulness of Dr. Wilmer we must all

subscribe. He was a man of business and of
piety. He loved his God, and the interest of the
church was near his heart. As a preacher he was
faithful, energetic, eloquent. He was the friend

of evangelical religion, and considered that the
strictest regard to the public order of the church
was perfectly compatible with the most animated
social worship, in the houses of his parishioners
and friends. His private meetings formed, in his

opinion, the nursery of the church, and were
blessed to the edification and comfort of his con-
gregation. He was always ready to discharge his

duty. Like the Apostle Paul, he not only taught
his people publicly, but went from house to house,
exhorting them to prei)are to meet their God.
His fidelity in the discharge of his duty met my
warmest approbation ; and if it is your wish, my
brethren ot the clergy, to give an account of your
stewardship with joy, oh, let me entreat you all to
" go and do likewise."

Upon the adjournment of the Convention last

May I visited the county of Culpepper, and ad-
mitted to the priesthood the Rev. Mr. Smith, upon
which occasion the Rev. Mr. Jackson, of Win-
chester, preached, and Mr. Woodville and Mr.
Jackson assisted at the orcUnation ; after which I

administered the Lord's Supper to a number of
pious communicants. So great was the sensation
produced on the minds of two young ladies on that

occasion, that, after I had left tlie church, I was
called back, in order to afford them an opportu-

nity of commemorating the death and sufferings

of the Lord Jesus Christ.

After remaining at home a short time, I went
to Norfolk in the month of June, to assist in

laying the corner-stone of Christ Church in that
place ; which duty was performed in connexion
With the rector. Dr. Ducachet, and several of the
clergy in that neighbourhood. I preached on the
morning of the Sabbath in the old church to a
very large auditory, and confirmed fourteen per-

sons. In the afternoon I crossed the river to

Portsmouth, and preached in the church belonging
to the parish of Mr. Wmgtield, and confirmed ten
persons.

Having discharged my duty in those places, I

repaired to Hampton, which parish is superintend-
ed by the Rev. Mr. Chevers. I preached there
to a large and respectable congregation, and con-
firmed twenty-two persons. The church in Hamp-
ton had been m a state of ruin for many years, but
the inhabitants have now rendered it fit for ser-

vice ; and when the repairs are completed, it will

form a place of worship inferior to very few in the
diocess.

From Hampton I went to the county of Glou-
cester, and admitted to the priesthood the Rev.
Mr. Cairfis. Upon that memorable occasion the
Rev. Dr. Wilmer preached, and, in conjunction
with the Rev. Mr. Chevers, united in the ordina-
tion of Mr. Cairns. The sacrament of the Lord's
Supper was administered, and thirteen persons
were confirmed. A day or two subsequent to the
above ministrations, I rode to Abingdon Church in

the same county, and preached to a small but at-

tentive congregation.
Having completed ray duties in Gloucester, I

crossed the river to Yorktown, and preached to

a very respectable and serious congregation. I

then passed on to WiUiamsliurg, at which place [

remained a week, attending during niy stay the
examination of the students of the college, and
witnessing with great satisfaction the resuscita-
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tion of that seminary, and the acceptability of the

labours of our deceased friend, not only as presi-

dent of the college, but as rector of the parisli

also. I preached m the church on the Sabbath,

adniinisterc<l the Lord's Supper to a large number
of communicants, and confirmed eleven persons

;

after which 1 returned home, where I remamed a

few days.

In July I visited Petersburg, in company with

the Rev. Dr. Ducachet and the Rev. Mr. Croes, at

which place we all preached in succession to re-

spectable congregations. Dr. Ducachet, Mr. Syme,
and myself, then passed on to Sa[)ony Church,
wiiere I preached on Saturday ; and on Sunday, as-

sisted by the two clergymen just named, I admit-

ted to the priesthood the Rev. John Gramnicr.

Dr. Ducachet preached the ordination sermon,

after which I administered the Lord's Supper, and
confirmed nine persons. In the afternoon of the

Sabbath the Rev. Mr. Syme preached; we then

bid the people farewell.

After the perfonnance of my duties in Dinwid-
die, I visited the county of Brun.swick, in compa-
ny with the Rev. Mr. Grammer, and preached in

Red Oak Church to a small assembly. I then
passed on to Mecklenburg, preached to an atten

tive congregation in St. James's Church, and ad-

ministered the Lord's Supper to a number of pious

communicants. From Mecklenburg I went mto
the county of Halifax, preached on a week day
m a church near Clark's ferry to an attentive peo-

ple ; and on the following Sabbath preached in

the Masons' Hall, near the courthouse, to a large

assembly, and administered the Lord's Supper.

On my way from Halifa.x I visited Mrs. Nelson,

the amiable and pious relict of the late Major John
Nelson, and administered the Lord's Supper to

that venerable lady and her daughter-in-law ; af-

ter which 1 again returned to Richmond, and on
my way home lectured in Dinwiddie at a private

house.
In the month of October I went down James

river to the Isle of Wight couiUy, where I was
joined by the Rev. Dr. Ducachet, the Rev. Mr.
Winglield, and the Rev. Mr. Grammer. On Sun-
day I admitted to the priesthood the Rev. Mr.
Jones, administered the Lord's Supper to a large

number of pious communicants, and confirmed
fourteen persons. The ordination sermon was
delivered by the Rev. Mr. Wingfield, and the at-

tendmg clergy united with me in the imposition

of hands. During our stay at that place. Dr. Du-
cachet and Mr. Grammer preached in a Methodist
church in Smithfield to pious and attentive audi-

tories. On my return, 1 read prayers and preach-

ed in two of our old churches in Surry county, to

small but attentive congregations. To that dis-

trict, in connexion with Prince George county, it

is my intention to send a missionary ; through
whose labours I hope for a revival of the church,
and the restoration of her excellent form of wor-
ship.

In the month of October I also went into the

county of Chesterfield, and consecrated one of the

old churches, which had been repaired through the

laudable exertions of Mrs. Thweat, the excellent

consort of Archibald Thweat, Esq. The congre-

gation was large, and the behaviour of the people
devout and exemplary. The Rev. Mr. Lee offi-

ciates in that parish a part of his tune.

In November I visited the counties of Essex
and Caroline. In Essex 1 preached twice on a

week day, in the town of Rappahannock ; and on
the second day of my stay in that place, I preached
and administered the Lord's Supper to a deeply
interesting congregation. On the following Sat-

urday and Sunday I preached at Vauters Church,

St. Anne's parish : administered the Lord's Sup-
per, and confirmed, in the two places, twenty-one
persons. Vauters Church is in handsome order,

and reflects great credit on the Rev. Mr. John
M'Guire and the people of his charge.

In February 1 again went down the river to Nor-
folk, at which place I preached on Sunday morn-
ing to a very large assembly, and confirmed two
l>ersons ; and in the afternoon I preached in Ports-

mouth, and confirmed six persons. On Tuesday
I visited the town of Suftblk, in Nansemond coun-
ty, in company with the Rev. Dr. Ducachet, the

Rev. Mr. Wingfield, and the Rev. Mr. Chevers,
upon which evening I jireached to a large and at-

tentive congregation. The ne.xt day 1 admitted to

the priesthood the Rev. Mr. Keeling, on which
occasion the Rev. Dr. Ducachet preached, who,
with the other attending clergymen, united with

me in the imposition of hands. On Thursday
I visited, in company with the Rev. Mr. Wing-
field, Rev. Mr. Chevers, and Rev. Mr. Jones, the

old parish church of St. John's, in Chuckatuck
;

at which place we met with a large and respecta-

ble congregation. The service was read by Mr.
Jones and Mr. Wingfield, and a discourse was de-

livered by myself; after which 1 confirmed five

persons.

On Saturday I crossed from Norfolk to Hamp-
ton, with the Rev. Mr. Chevers, and lectured in

the evening at the house of Mrs. Armistead to a
numerous and attentive auditory. On Sunday,
the 24th, I preached in the church, administered
the holy communion, and confirmed two persons.

In the afternoon I visited Fortress Monroe, and
preached to a large congregation, consisting of the
citizens of that place, and also of the nulitary.

The order which pervaded the military during the
time of divine service, reflected the greatest cred-

it upon the officers of the garrison ; for whose po-

lite attention during my stay at the fortress 1 re-

turn, thus publicly, my sincere thanks.
A lew weeks since I held an association in Pe

tersburg, at which time the Rev. Mr. Grammer,
the Rev. Mr. Hart, and the Rev. Mr. Croes at-

tended. We all officiated in the church in suc-
cession, and on the afternoon previous to our
departure I lectured at the house of Mr. John
Grammer, sen., to as large an assembly as could
be accommodated.

Last week I visited the county of Goochland,
in company with the Rev. Dr. Meade and the Rev.
Mr. Cooke ; at which time I admitted to the
priesthood the Rev. Wm. F. Lee. The ordina-

tion sermon was delivered by Dr. Meade, who, in

conjunction with Mr. Cooke, united in the imposi-
tion of hands. 1 administered the Lord's Supper
to a large number of communicants, and confirm-
ed thirteen persons.

Since the last Convention I have held a confirm-
ation in my own church, at which time I imposed
my hands on sixty persons.

Having thus furnished the Convention with a
general view of my episcopal visitations, I must
now call their attention to a subject of the first im-
portance to the ecclesiastical concerns of this di-

ocess : a subject on which the advancement of the
church in Virginia and the supply of our vacant
parishes very much depend.
At the time in which the General Convention

determined on the location of the Theological Sem-
inary in the diocess of Connecticut, it was per-
fectly understood that the resolution then adopted
should not be considered so exclusive in its oper-
ation as to prevent the establishment of a Theo-
logical School in any diocess disposed to counte-
nance such a measure. By virtue of this under-
standing, the church in Virginia determined on the
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establishment of a Diocesan School within the

limits of its own jurisdiction : in wliich a system of
instruction is ])ursuecl in unison with that course
prescribed by the House of Bisiiops.

To promote this object, subscriptions were open-
ed, money was raised, and the school set in op-

eration. The experiment, though commenced
with very hinitcd means, has so far succeeded
that the friends of the institution have determined
to apply to this Convention for their sanction and
support in the further prosecution of their de-

sign. The individual through whose instrumen-
tality the school was first set in motion has con-

sented, should the Convention countenance the
undertaking, to engage with all his energies in the
work, and to go in person through thin stale to

raise a fund for the permanent establishmont of a
Theological School in the Diocess of Virginia.

When the attempt was first made in this dio-

cess, my mind was impressed with considerable
doubt as to the utility of the measure, from an ap-

prehension that it might interfere with the General
Seminary at the north; but, after the most serious

reflection, the doubts I entertained have been re-

moved, and my niind is now satisfied with a full

conviction of the necessity of the undertaking.
The church in Virginia is now favoured with the

labours of several of her native sons, who have
been educated in her own school, who it is prob-

able would not have gone to a distant seminary
for theological instruction ; and others are pre-

senting themselves under similar circumstances,
who, 1 trust, will prove equally useful.

Strangers who come from distant parts of the

United States, while devoting themselves to the

pursuits of theology-, will acquire a knowledge of

the members of our community; and from an in-

timacy formed during their studies with the peo-

ple at large, will be more generally useful and
acceptable than they otherwise would be. Five
or six individuals of this description will be ad-

mitted to holy orders on Sunday ne.xt, all of whom
are disposed to labour in this part of the vine-

yard; whose assistance, in all probability, would
not have been secured to us had they been edu-
cated elsewhere.
The Bible Society of Virginia, at one of their

late meetings, entered into a resolution to supply
every family in this state, destitute of a Bible,

with a copy of the Holy Scriptures in the course
of two years. To effect this sacred purpose an
address has been pubhshed, in which tho atten-

tion of the ditferent ecclesiastical bodies of all de-

nominations of Christians in Virginia has been
called to the point : an address which now lies

on the table, and will be put into the hands of

such members of the Convention as may be dis-

posed to further the design.

To enforce the propriety and necessity of the

measure, by those arguments of which the sub-

ject admits, would be unnecessary in an assembly
of Protestant Christians. We all believe the sa-

cred Scriptures to be the word of God, and to

contain all tlungs necessary to salvation. " It is

a lamp to our feet and a light to our paths ;" and
in all things essential to the salvation of immor-
tal souls is so plain, " that the wayfaring man,
though a fool, need not err therein."

Before I conclude, there is one more point to

which 1 think it my duty to call the attention of

this C(!nvention : and as a year must necessarily

elapse before a final determination of the question

can take place, we shall have full time allowed us

for reflection and consideration.

Although my labours the past year have been
equal to the labours of any preceding twelve

months, still, from my advanced age, it is impossi-

ble for me to calculate upon a long continuance
of such effort and exertion. It is my wish, pro-
vided the Convention should think proper, so to

alter the constitution of the church as to admit
of the consecration of either a suffragan or an
assistant bishop in this diocess. It was proposed
several years ago, in consequence of the great ex-
tent of this diocess, to divide it into two parts, in

order that the parishes might receive episcopal
visitations more frequently than is prescribed by
the canons. As this purpose can be secured by
the appointment of a suffragan or an assistant
bishop, I would recommend it to the Convention
so to alter the constitution as to secure the con-
templated measure. It is my sincere desire that
a bishop should be appointed during my life ; and
as such an appointment can now be made with
perfect unanimity, it is expedient that it should be
done. It will give me pleasure to unite in labour
with the man of your choice. It will render me
happy, in the hour of my departure, to know the
individual to whom I am to resign the arduous
duties of the episcopate ; to whose care this

peaceful, quiet diocess shall be committed. May
the Almighty direct us in all our doings with his

most gracious favour, and further us with his con-
tinual help.

Richard Channing Mooke.

On motion of Mr. Hugh Nelson,

Resolved, That the members of this Conven-
tion will wear crape on the left arm during the

session, and for thirty days thereafter, in token

of their high respect for the late Dr. Wilmer, and
that the secretary be requested to cause to be

procured, out of the contmgent fund, as much
crape as may be necessary for the use of the

clergy.

The president of the Convention presented a

communication from the board of managers of

the Bible Society of Virginia.

On motion of the Rev. Dr Meade,
Resolved, That the said communication be

referred to a select committee.

The president then appointed the Rev. Dr.

Meade, the Rev. Dr. Keith, the Rev. Mr. Le-

mon, and Mr. Westwood S. Armistead, on said

committee.

The president having retired, Mr. Hugh Nel-

son was called to the chair.

The secretary received the following contri-

butions, from sundry parishes of this diocess, for

the Contingent Fund :

—

Portsmouth parish, Norfolk county, - $10 00
I-ynnhaven parish, - - - - 12 00
Bristol parish, Petersburg, - - 30 00
Newport parish, Isle of Wight, - - 10 00
Bath parish, Dinwiddie, - - - 15 00
St. Stephen's Church, Culpepper county, 20 00
Christ Church, Winchester, - - 15 00
Lexington parish, Amherst county, - 10 00
South Faniliam parish, Essex county, 16 00
Monumental Church, Richmond, - 30 00
Henrico parish, Henrico county, - 15 00
Bruton parish, Williamsburg, - - 15 00
Russell parish, Bedford county, - - 30 00
St. James's pari.sh, Northam, Goochland, 10 00
St. Paul's Church, Suffolk, - - 10 00
Fredericksville parish, Albemarle, - 15 00

St. Paul's Church, Alexandria, - - 20 00

Amount carried forward, $283 00
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Amount brought lorward,

Frederick parish, Frederick county, -

Christ Church, Norfolk, -

St. John's Church, EHzabeth City,

St. Anne's parish, Essex county,

St. Paul's Church, Lynchburg, -

Shelburne parish, Leesburg, Loudoun
county, . . - . .

St. James's parish, Mecklenburg,
St. Margaret's parish, Caroline, -

Christ Church, Norborne parish, Berke-
ley county, -----

St. Paul's parish, King George county,

St. George's parish, Fredericksburg, -

St. Martin's parish, Hanover and Louisa
counties, 20 00

Hanulton parish, Fauquier county, - 12 50
Ware and Abingdon parishes, Glouces-

ter, 15 00
Raleigh parish, Amelia, - - 10 00

$532 10

The followmg sums were paid towards the

support of the bishop's assistant for the year

endmg May, 1828 :

—

Portsmouth parish, Norfolk county, - $10 00
Newport parish, Isle of Wight, - - 10 00
Bristol parish, Petersburg, - - - 20 GO
Christ Church, Winchester, - - 7 50
Lexington parish, Amherst county, - 5 00
St. James's parish, Northam, Goochland

county, 10 00
St. Paul's Church, Suffolk, - - 10 00
Frederick parish, Frederick county, - 10 00
Christ Church, Norfolk, - ^ - 20 00
St. John's Church, Elizabeth City, - 5 00
St. Anne's parish, Essex county, r 10 00
St. James's parish, Mecklenburg, - 10 00
Christ Church, Norborne parish, Berke-

ley county, - - - - 2 12
St. Martin's parish, Hanover and Louisa

counties, - - ^ - - 10 00
Ware and Abingdon parishes, Glouces-

ter county, - - - .- - 10 00
Raleigh parish, Amelia, - - - 10 00
Fredericksville parish, Albemarle, - 10 00
Shelburne parish, Leesburg, Loudoun

county, - - - - - 10 00

$179 62

On motion. Resolved, That the Convention
do now adjourn until to-morrow morning, 9
p'clock.

Friday, May 16, 1828.

The Convention met according to adjourn-
ment, and was opened with prayer by the Right
Rev. Bishop Moore.
The Rev. Edward W. Peet, of St. Paul's

parish. King George county, appeared and took

his seat.

Mr. Augustine Ij. Dabney, a lay delegate of
Abingdon and Ware parishes ; Mr. Benj. L.

Meade, a lay delegate of the parish of Raleigh,

Amelia county ; and Mr. Gordon Coleman and
]\Ir. Wm. Clark, lay delegates of Anlrmi parish,

Halifa.x county, appeared and took their seats

On motion. Resolved, That the candidateB

for orders now present be admitted to the sit-

tings of this Convention.

The parochial reports were handed in and
read, and referred to the committee upon paro-

chial reports.

The session was then suspended, for the pur-

pose of attending divine service by the Rev.
Mr. Lee, and a sermon by the Rev. Mr. Edward
C. M'Guire, after which the Convention again
met.

The Rev. Dr. Meade, from the committee to

whom was referred the communication from the

board of managers of the Bible Society, &c.,
made the following report :

—

Whereas the Bible Society of Virginia have
resolved, in dependance on the divine blessing,

to endeavour to supply the destitute parts of the

state with copies of the sacred volume adequate

to existing wants ; and whereas the board of

managers for said society have addressed a cir-

cular to the various ecclesiastical bodies of the

state, requesting their countenance and co-oper-

ation, which circular has been presented to this

Convention by our venerable bishop, with a
strong and zealous recommendation of its great

and important object ; therefore.

Resolved, That this Convention do most fully

approve of the holy enterprise of said society,

and earnestly recommend it to the patronage

and aid of the various parishes and churches of

this diocess. And,
Resolved further. That the members of this

Convention will, in their individual capacity,

promote the accomplishment of the above-men»
tioned truly Christian purpose, according to their

means and opportunities.

On motion. Resolved, That the report of the

committee be received, and that the same be
unanimously approved.

On motion. Resolved, That the members of
the former Conventions now present be admit-

ted to the sittings of this Convention.

On motion. Resolved, That the Rev. Mr.
Cairns have leave of absence from the Convene
tion for the remainder of this day.

The Convention proceeded to the election, by
ballot, of a standing committee of the church
in this diocess for the ensuing year ; where-
upon the following gentlemen were duly elect-

ed, viz. :—the Rev. Reuel Keith, D. D., the

Rev. Edward R. Lippit, the Rev. William Jack-

son, the Hon. Bushrod Washington, Mr. John
Hooff, and Mr. Gerrard Alexander.

The president having retired, Mr. William
Mayo was called to the chair.

The Convention proceeded to the election of

two trustees of the Theological School of Vir-

ginia, to supply the vacancy occasioned by the

death of the Rev. William H. Wilmer and
the Rev. Oliver Norris ; whereupon the Rev.
John Grammer and the Rev. John P. M'Guire
were unanimously elected.

A resolution, relative to the removal of com»
municants from one parish to another in this di»

ocess, was offered, and, on motion, the same wag
laid upon the table.

The liev. Mr. Syzne, from tlue committee ap.
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pointed to examine the treasurer's accounts,

made a report, which was read, and is as follows :

The committee on the treasurer's accounts
beg leave to report, that they have examined the

same, and find them to be correct.

On motion. Resolved, That the said report

be received and apjiroved.

On motion. Resolved, That the Convention
do now adjourn until to-morrow morning, half

past 8 o'clock.

Saturday, May 17, 1S28.

The Convention met according to adjourn-

ment, and was opened with prayer by the Right

Rev. Bishop Moore.
The Rev. Henry W. Ducachet, from the

committee on the state of the church in this di-

ocess, presented the following report :

—

The committee on the state of the church re-

spectfully report to the Convention, that they have
deliberated on the matters referred to their con-
sideration, and have unanimously agreed in the
followmg report :

—

There is only one subject which they have
thought it necessary to bruig to the notice of the
members of this house ; and this was suggested
by the address of our Right Rev. Diocesan at the
opening of the present session. The great extent
of the diocess renders it impossible for any one
person satisfactorily and efficiently to discharge
the duties of the episcopate, wlien it is neces-
sary, as at present, that the bishop should have a
parochial charge. The destitute condition of a
great ))or(ion of the church in this state renders
it absolutely necessary that the visits of the bishop
should be frequent to every section of the diocess,

and that he should spend among the people con-
siderable time at every visitation. Under present
circumstances, this is plainly impossible. Few
of the churches can be visited more than once a

year, and the remote situation of many of them,
added to the inconvenient access to them, some-
times renders even this uncertain. Our venera-
ble and beloved diocesan, with all the exertions
prompted by his love for the church, and his zeal

for Goil, finds it utterly impossible, as he himself
has often said, and has with so much earnestness
and affection informed this Convention, and again
more particularly your committee, to perform as

he desires, and as he knows to be necessary, the

weighty and numerous duties of his office. It

is his desire (which the committee think at all

times entitled to the highest respect, and to the

deliberate attention of the members of the dio-

cess) that a suitable person be appointed and con-
secrated to relieve him, in the character of a

suffragan or assistant, of some of the cumber-
some duties of the epi.scopate ; and to give to the

church that attention and that activity for which,
in its present situation, and from the increasing

infirmities of age, he finds himself inadequate.

Your committee cannot but regret that any im-
pediment should exist to the immediate gratifica-

tion of the reasonable wishes of our Right Rev.
father, and the speedy execution of the excellent
thought which he has suggested. The sixth act

of the constitution of the church in this diocess
expressly declares, tliat " there shall be but one

bishop" to superintend its concerns. This pro-
vision was doubtless wise at the time the consti-

tution was framed ; but as the circumstances of
the church have so greatly changed since that

period, it is obviously no longer necessary or expe-
dient. The constitution forbids, however, the
basty alteration of any of its provisions

;
your

committee, therefore, respectfully propose the
adoption of the following resolution :

—

Resolved, That, agreeably to the provisions of
the 13th article of the constitution, notice be
transmitted to the several vestries of the parishes
of the diocess, that it is proposed at the next Con-
vention to annul and abolish the first sentence, of
the sixth article of the constitution, and so to alter
the said article that it may read thus :

—

" The bishoi) shall be president of the Conven-
tion ; in which character it shall be his duty to
give to the Convention, as often as he may deem
expedient, a general view of the state of the
church ; to call special Conventions at whatever
times and places he may think necessary ; to pre-
serve order during the time of session ; to put the
question, collect the votes, and declare the decision.
He may make any motion which he shall judge
conducive to the good of the church, but shall not
enter into debate ; and he may deliver his senti-

ments on any subject after it has been discussed
before a vote thereon. Whenever it shall be ne-
cessary for the bishop to visit any part of this dio-

cess, he shall be authorized to call a clergyman
frotn any part of the diocess to supply his place in

the duties of his parochial charge for not more
than two Sundays." All which is respectfully
submitted.

On motion. Resolved, That the resolution

recommended by the committee be adopted.

And, on motion. Resolved, That the report

of the committee be amended by striking out
from the words " unanimously agreed" to the

word " resolution," in the last line, and insert,

in lieu thereof, " to recommend the adoption of

the following resolution."

The Rev. Mr. Lippit, from the committee
appointed to examine the state of the fund for

the permanent support of the episcopate in this

diocess, presented a report, which was read and
approved.

The committee on the episcopal fund report,

that they have examined the treasurer's account,

and find it correct ; and that the fund at present

consists of

54 shares of Farmers' Bank of Alex-
andria, cost - . . . $2,700

6 shares of Bank of Alexandria, cost 1,200

3 shares do. do. cost 330

Nominal amount of fund, - - 4,230
Present value of do., - - $3,600

E. R. LippiT, Chairman.

The Rev. Dr. Keith, from the committee to

whom was referred the examination of the ac-
counts of the treasurer of the fund for the re-

lief of the widows and orphans of deceased
clergymen of the Episcopal Church of Virginia,

made the following report :

—

The committee on the Widows' Fund beg
leave to report, that they have examined the

treasurer's accoimt, and fiijd it correct.

Reuel Keith, Chairman.

The funds arc as follows :—
United States 3 per cent, stock, S2,037 78
1 share Bank of Virginia stock, at par^ 100 00
67 shares Farmers' Bank Alexandiia

stock, at par, - - - - 3,350 00

Amount carried forward, $5,487 78
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Amount brought forward, $5,487 78
Robert Andrews's executor, Rich-

mond, balance ci note with int't, - 405 00
3 shares of Alexandria Bank stock, at

par, 600 00

Balance on hand,

6,492 78
85

S6,493 63

On motion, Resolved, That the said report

be received and approved.

Oij motion. Resolved, That the secretary be
instructed to correspond with Mr. Andrews
on the suhject of the balance due from the es-

tate which he represents to the Widows' Fund
;

and, if deemed expedient by him, to procure
from the treasurer of the fund the evidence of

the debt, and send the same to some trustwor-

thy person in Louisiana for collection.

On motion. Resolved, That the first rule

of order for the government of the Conven-
tion be amended, by striking out the words,
" the morning s( rvice of the church," and insert-

ing, in lieu thereof, the word " prayer."

The session was then suspended, for the pur-
pose of attending divine service by the Rev.
Mr. Ducachet, and a sermon by the Rev. Mr.
Empie ; after which the Convention again met.

Mr. Gerrard Alexander tendered his resigna-

tion as a member of the standing committee,
which being accepted, the Convention proceeded,
by ballot, to supply the vacancy ; whereupon
Mr. Edmund J. Lee was unanimously elected.

The committee to whom were referred the
parochial reports presented the following report,

which was accepted :

—

The committee to whom were referred the
parochial reports to be condensed for publica-
tion have discharged that duty, and beg leave
unanimously to recommend that the said reports,
as now condensed, be spread upon the Journal
of the Convention.

JoH.N H. WiNGFiELD, Chairman.

Russell parish, Bedford county. The rector
reports to the Convention that the interests of the
church continue slowly to advance. Thirteen
new members have been enrolled ; but, from una-
voidable circumstances, four of these have not yet
communed. Besides liis Sabbatical ministrations
in his two churches he has for some time past
officiated on Saturdays, in various and remote
parts of the county, and has been pleased to find a
general kind feeiiiig manifested towards him. In
this extension of his labours he preaches in Lib-
erty, a decent village in the interior of the county

;

Where, if he could attend on the Sabbath, he has
reason to believe the Lord wou'd bloss his nunis-
tratioiis to some permanent good. In this village
we have no house of worship ; but the masons,
who are erecting a neat brick edifice for the pur-
poses of a lodge, have very kindly determined to
furnish and set apart the lower room exclusively
for divine worship, and to give to us the priority
of its use. This act of liberality ca!l.'< lor the
more thankfulness, as it was purely gratuitous-
being done without either the .solicitulion or the
knowledge of your minister. Baptisms, of adults
three, of infants twenty-two—burials four—mar-

riages nine—communicants (two having died and
two removed) twenty-eight.

NiCHOL.iS H. COBBS.
Frederick parish. By an act of the last Con-

vention, the church of Winchester being separa*
ted from the parish, and formed into a new one
called Winchester parish, the parish of Frederick
now contains only two congregations, that of the
Chapel and that of Wicklifie Church. The latter,

being on the border of the adjoining county, is

under the pastoral care of the Rev. Mr. Jones ; the
Chapel congregation alone is under the pastoral
care of the minister of Frederick parish. The
communicants belonging to it are between forty
and fifty ; the baptisms during the last year have
liecn twelve; the attendance on the services of
the church, with very few exceptions, is punctual

;

the worship of the congregation is conducted
with becoming reverence, and the conduct of its

members such as to afford a pleasing hope to their
minister that tiiere is a goodly number who are of
those who shall finally be saved.

William Meade.
Christ Church, Winchester. The gen?ral state

of affairs in the congregation is somewhat pleas-
ing and hopeful. There has, during the past year,
been an accession of hearers and communicants,
and it is hoped an increase of vital pii.ty; the
meetings for social prayer continue to be well at-

tended; the Sunday School is still in operation,
but not flourishing, owing to the want of a suita-

ble place for holding the school, to the want of
teachers in the male department, and particularly
to the want of engagedness m the congregation in
benevolence of this description ; the catechetical
instruction of the children of the congregation
and of the Sunday School has been uninterrupted-
ly continued every first Sunday in the month ; and
the benevolent societies which have been formed
continue to be efficient in their exertions to aid in

the general philanthropy which characterizes the
day in which we live.

It gives the rector pleasure to state, that since
the last Convention, some important changes have
taken place in the temporal afl'airs of the parish.
The old church, which for some time had been
too small and inconvenient for the congregation,
has been taken down, and the lot, together with
the small grave-yard attached to it, has been sold,

and a portion of the proceeds appropriated for the
erection of a new church, which is now com-
menced upon a foundation of forty -seven feet by
sixty-five. There has been a disinterment of the
remains in the old burying-grouiid, which have
been removed to a new one, which has been kindly
presented to the church and congregation by the
heirs of the late General Wood's estate. Com-
municants forty-six—marriages three—baptisms
eight—deaths ten.

The rector also reports, that the interesting con-
gregation which assembles in Christ Church, Nor-
borne parish, is well attended, and as prosperous as
can be expected from the limited means enjoyed,
being favoured but once a month with public wor-
slnp. J. E. Jackson.

Lexington parish. The minister reports, that
the principal part of his time has been devoted to
the same three churches in which he has been
labouring from the period of his induction to the
parish.

Through the blessing of Almighty God, in im-
parting the Holy Ghost to those who were dead
in trespasses and in sins, in St. Luke's two, in
St. Mark's four, in St. Matthew's ten, making in
all sixteen, have presented themselves, he trusts,
a living sacrifice, noly and acceptable unto God.
Commencing in March, the minister has preach-
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cd monthly in a church near New-Market, in Nel-

son county, with the jjrospect of being useful. He
has made one visit to Rockhsli, in Nelson, where
he found an old Episcopal church inouldcriiig to

decay, and a few aged friends of our Zion, and dis-

ciples of the Lord, lainentuig their deprivation of

the ordinances of the gospel. In this county
there are some two or three places where an Epis-

copal minister of popular talents and laborious

self-denying habits would be favourably received.

In August last he visited Campbell and Halifax

counties, in company with the Rev Mr. Cobbs, to

fireach, and to obtain subscriptions for the Thoo-
ogical School. In Lexuigton parish there have
been twelve baptisms, three marriages, and six

funerals. The children of the different congrega-

tions have been occasionally catechised ; there

have been three Sunday Schools conducted by
members of the different churches, containing each
from thirty to forty pupils. In liehah of the Theo-
logical Seminary, a subscription of three hundred
and forty dollars has been obtained. For adcU-

tions to the communion, the minister has cause
humbly to adore the great Head of the church,

and to beheve that with some there is an increas-

ing sohcitude for the happiness of the soul ; but

for the greater part, who are hastening to destruc-

tion, he has still to pray,— Lord, spare thy people,

and save thy heritage, the purchase of the Re-
deemer's blood.

Charles H. Pagk.
St. James's Church, Lecsburg. The rector hav-

ing been resident in this parish but a few months,

is not able to give a statement satisfactory to this

Convention. He is sorry to say that there has

been an addition of only one to the communion of

the church ; and not iiaving been furnished with

a record, he cannot exhibit the present number.
Two funerals— four marriages—nine baptisins,two

of which were coloured children.

It is with peculiar p'leasure he would mention,

that the ladies of the congregation have consti-

tuted him a life member of the American Tract
Society ; that the Sunday School is in a very pros-

perous condition ; and from the good attendance

upon his ministry, he is encouraged to hope, that

in the end it will appear that his labour is not in

vain. Thomas Jackson.
Hamilton and Leeds parishes, Fauquier. The

rector reports that he resumed his present charge

on the first of April last, and it is with heartfelt

satisfaction and gratitude to God that he is en-

abled to say, that after an absence of more than

live years, he found those of whose real conver-

sion to God he had formerly entertained good

hope, still walking, with scarcely an exception, in

the straight and narrow way of life, and giving

satisfactory evidence of growth in grace and in

the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus

Christ. The church in Fauquier has been much
weakened, by various cau.ses, within the last five

years, and particularly by the removal of some of

her most valuable members by the hand of death.

But from present indications it is hoped that her

losses will be more than repaired, and that she

will become a vigorous and fruitful branch of the

diocess of which it is her happiness to be a part.

The rector has not yet had an opportunity to

ascertain the number of communicants. He has
baptized one infant. In Hamilton parish there is

a small Education Society.
George Lemon.

Fredericksville parish, Albemarle county. The
present condition of th.is parish presents nothing

very striking or peculiarly interesting to vary the

report made of its state at the last Convention of

t!ie church. Still the rector humbly trusts that

the divine blessing has not been utterly refused

his labours. During the year past four or five

communicants have been added, and one has been
removed by death.

An increased attention is given to the service,

and attachments to our worship and doctrines are

forming and growing.
Since January last the rector has been engaged

in officiating regularly, twice a month, at the Uni-
versity of Virginia, where the congregations are

large, respectful, and attentive, and the services

are maintained with decency and propriety. This
arrangement resulted from a request of the faculty

of that institution, communicated through their

chairman, T. T. Lomax, Esq.
It should be mentioned in this place that, during

the last summer, by the pious exertions and lib-

eral contributions of the members of Walker's
Church, their house of worship has undergone a
thorough repair, and is rendered in its arrange-

ments neat and commodious.
The rector has officiated, during the past year,

generally once a month, in Louisa ; where, by the

very friendly aid of the Rev. Mr. Crawford, he
trusts some good may be effected and souls saved
through the mercy of God in Christ Jesus.

There is in this parish a Sunday School, as well

as an Education Society ; and the rector has re-

newed his weekly evening lecture, which had for

some time been suspended. Communicants about

fifty—baptisms, infants ten, adults (one of which
was by immersion) two—ma-riages eight.

Fred. W. Hatch.
Norborne parish, Berkeley county. Number

of communicants about eighty—baptisms during

the last year seven. The rector humbly trusts

that the spiritual state of his communion has im-

proved during the past year, but is unable to re-

port any wlio have come out for the first time with

the important inquiry of " What must we do to be

saved ?" The Union Sunday School, which is con-

nected with one of the congregations, has increas-

ed in numbers and zeal. John T. Brooke.
St. Stephen's Church, Culpepper county. The

condition of this church has improved since the

last Convention. Nine members have been added
to the communion, and the attendance on divine

service has been full and regular. Little indeed

has been done, compared with the work which
remains ; but even this day of small things aflbrds

an occasion for thankfulness, and a pleasing hope
of subsequent improvement. Communicants thir-

ty-six—baptisms three, one of whom is an adult.

G. A. Smith.
St. Thomas's parish. Orange county. There is

no vestry in this parish, and the churches which
existed there some years since have been destroy-

ed. Divine service is held twice a month in the

courthouse, and the congregations continue to be

full and attentive. Since the last Convention
three persons have been admitted to the com-
munion, and a Sunday School has been organized,

which is well attended. Communicants twelve.

G. A. Smith.
Christ Church, Alexandria. In consequence of

the location of the Theological School in the coun-

try, and the removal of the rector, he has been re-

leased by the vestry from the discharge of all

parochial duties except that of preaching one

half the time, and the Rev. George Griswold has

been engaged as his assistant, and resides in town
with the congregation. The Sunday School, Sat-

urday School, and Education Society connected

with this church, are all in a very prosperous con-

dition. Communicants added, two—baptisms
twelve—marriages four—funerals five.

Reuel Keith.
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St. Paul's Church, Alexandria. The rector re-

ports, with pleasure and gratitude, the continued

peace, harmony, and prosperity of his charge.

All opportunities of public and social worship are

well attended. The Sunday School and Bible

classes are very prosperous. Eleven persons have

been added to the communion since the last Con-
vention ; and many are at present very seriously

inquiring after the way of salvation. There have
been two adult and twenty-seven infant baptisms,

twenty-one funerals, sixteen marriages. The Fe-

male Education Society, supported by this and
Christ Church, has contributea to the funds of the

parent institution during the past year upwards of

^500. William Jackson.
St. George's Church, Fredericksburg. This

church is in a state of undiminished prosperity.

Through the past year many tokens of the kind

and gracious remembrance of the Lord have been
vouchsafed us. There has been a very general

attention among the people to the things of God.

A -deep impression was made on the minds of our
community, by the services and ministrations of

the last Convention, and some fruit has been
gathered into the church, of which the seed was
no doubt sown at that season. While there have
been some valuable additions to the communion
since that period, there are also others who give

good evidence of " repentance towards God," and
of a sincere desire to know what they " must do
to be saved."

The several religious and benevolent institu-

tions connected with the church, viz., the Com-
mon Prayer-Book and Tract Society, the Female
Education Society, the Charity School and Bible
•classes, are in a slate of prosperity, but especially

the Female Domestic Missionary Society, which
is still dispensing rich blessings around us. Du-
ring the few years of its existence it has engaged
in its cause five missionaries, whose labours have
been instrumental of good in many places, but
especially in the settlement of three useful minis-
ters in as many destitute parishes.

The Sunday Schools are in a flourishing con-
dition—the number of scholars registered is 250.

Baptisms twenty-nine (one adult)—inarriages five

—comnrunicants 104.

Edward C. M'Guire.
St. Martin's parish, Hanover and Louisa. The

rector of St. Martin's parish regrets, that ardent
<levotion and active zeal do not exist in it to the
extent of his wishes

;
yet he hopes that, upon the

whole, it is in a state of improvement. During
the past year the congregations have been larger

and more attentive than usual. We have now two
Sunday Schools in existence, which number about
sixty teachers, principally young persons, and up-
wards of 150 scholars. Ten communicants have
been added to the church, and several others seem
to be deeply impressed with the importance of
that subject, who are expected shortly to join us.

The communicants are now seventy-four—funer-
als fourteen—marriages four—baptisms two.

John Cooke.
St. Margaret's parish, Caroline. Since the last

Convention we have reason to hope that a good
work has been continued in this parish, though,
perhaps, not so extensively as during the year of

revival of the church. Our congregation labours
under great inconvenience with respect to com-
fortable accommodations at the church, as it is

still very much out of repair; and during the wet
weather of last winter we frequently were obliged
to abandon it entirely. Since the return of good
weather, the number has been as large as usual

;

and we believe there is an increasing concern
among many of them for a knowledge of the trutli

as it is in Jesus. It affords us pleasure to observe
that a Bible class has been formed, containing
eleven members, who manifest great anxiety to

search the Scriptures in the most profitable man-
ner. A Sunday School also was commenced on
the last Sunday in March, and they reported on
Sunday, the 4th of the present month, fifty schol-

ars. The communion has only been administered
once since last spring. One new member has
been added. One of the former number has re-

moved from the parish, so that the present num-
ber is the same as in the last report. Communi-
cants twenty-two—baptisms one—marriages five.

Leonard H. Johns.
St. James's parish, Northam, Goochland county.

The rector of this parish reports, that there has
been some improvement in the prospects of the

church during the last year. The extensive field

in which he labours prevents him from devoting

to this congregation the attention which its neces-

sities demand and its growth encourages. He
has under his charge congregations in Raleigh
parish, Amelia, and Manchester parish, Chester-
field, whose prospects are flattering. During the

last year there have been seven baptisms, one
marriage, five deaths, and ten additions to the

communion. The whole number of communi-
cants is about thirty.

WiLLi-iM F. Lee.
Monumental Church, Richmond. Since the last

Convention, twenty-one communicants have been
added, six have been removed, and two have died ;

present number is 165. Sixty persons have been
confirmed. Of baptisms there have been forty

—

three of adults, and thirty-seven of infants. The
Sunday School, which is in connexion with the

'General Protestant Episcopal Sunday School
Union, and pursues the system of instruction

recommended by that society, is more flourishing

than at any former period. The number of schol-

ars is 177. The superintendents and teachers

are active and dihgent in the discharge of their

duties, and manifest a more than ordinary interest

in the welfare of the school of which they have
the supervision. As an evidence of the favourable

regard which is bestowed upon this institution, it

ought to be mentioned, that through the liberality

of a lew individuals, a very respectable library has
lately been formed, and that the first superintend-

ent has just contracted for the erection of a

building, t-o cost S800, for the use of the school,

—

one half of which he advances on his own respon-

sibility. In addition to tliis mode of instruction,

religious knowledge is communicated by the as-

sistant minister, through the medium of Bible and
catechetical classes, who meet once every week

;

the senior class of ladies, consisting of twenty
members ; the junior class of males and females,

between the ages of eleven and sixteen, consisting

of fifty ; and the class of catechumens, consisting

of about twenty-five. A meeting is held every

week in a private house, in which a short service

from the liturgy is used, and a lecture delivered.

As the rector has discovered great advantages to

attend such social meetings, he begs leave to rec-

ommend the observance of them to all the clergy

of the diocess.

Richard Channing Moore.
Henrico parish, Richmond. The condition of

this congregation continues to improve, and it is

believed that the interests of vital religion are

gaining ground. The Sunday School continues

to be well attended, and it is evidently doing much
important good. It is composed of 120 scholars

and fifteen teachers. Communicants forty-one—

marriages thirteen—baptisms twenty-eight.

WiLLUM H. Hart.
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St. Paul's parish, King George county. The
rector reports that he has performed regular ser-

vices in this parish since the cominencetnent of
tins year. It is evidently in a depressed, but no
longer in a dechinng state. The congregations
were small at hrst, but have been gradually in-

creasing—they are now large and attentive. He
has officiated alternately at St. Paul's and Lamb's
Creek ; m the latter parish a Sunday School has
been commenced, which promises much useful-

ness. The number of comiiiiinicants in both is

about thirty. Eowako W. Pket.
St. Anne's and South Farnham parishes, Essex

county. These parishes, taken together, present
a prospect in some respects less, and in others
more encouraging, than when the last report was
made. St. Anne's, though a few have been added
to the communion since that time, has, it is fear-

ed, sufl'ered some declension in its spiritual state.

Much gooii wil result, it is hoped, from a Female
Bitile class, formed since the last Convention, and
a Sunday School m his immediate neighbourhood.
This school, though not attached to the Episcopal
Church, is at present conducted solely by mem-
bers of her communion. It has been in existence
now about seven or eight years ; and though the

number is much reduced, at one period had up-
wards of 150 scholars, several of whom have join-

ed the communion of the church, emd of other de-

nominations of Christians.

The spiritual state of South Farnham has, it is

believed, much improved since the last report.

The congregation has increased in numbers and
attention to the services of the sanctuary. A few
have been added to the communion, and others
would have been but lor want of an opportunity.
Within the past year two Bible classes have been
formed, and a small Sunday School, conducted
principally by members of the Episcopal congre-
gation. In the two parishes there is a small Ed-
^ication Society.

Since August last, the pastor of St. Anne's and
South Farnham has preached twice a month
in Lunenburg parish, Richmond county. The
church which formerly stood in this county has
fallen to the ground, and the services are now per-

formed in the courthouse. Though there is no reg-
ularly organized congregation in this parish, yet
the number who attend the stated ministrations,

the Christian zeal of some, the anxiety of many to

have the word preached frequently among them,
and the recent formation of a large Sunday
School, aflbrd the most pleasing hopes.

Communicants in both parishes, deducting one
removal, thirty-nine (one coloured)—baptisms in

both parishes and in the neighbourhood, eighteen

(one adult, nine coloured)—one marriage—buri-

als three. John P. M'Guire.
Abingdon and Ware parishes. The rector of

the churches in Gloucestfer reports, that nothing
very special has occurred in either ol his parishes

since the last Convention. Two members, in the
course of the year, have been added to his com-
munion, and one removed by death, making the
present number nineteen. Baptisms thirteen

—

marriages five—burials five. The venerable
church in Abingdon parish has been, during the

past winter, thoroughly repaired, and the rector

takes this opportunity of acknowledging, with
thankfulness, the zeal which his people have
manifested in the completion of that object.

Wm. D. Cairns.
Bruton parish, Williamsburg. The rector re-

ports, during the last five months, one funeral,

two baptisms, three marriages, and eight new
communicants. The whole number of communi-
cants is thirty-oight.

In compliance with the 45th canon of the Gen-
eral Convention, he would further add, that the
adult members of the church are about 140—chil-

dren 100—catecluimens Jifty—and that, besides
the pupils of William and Mary, the congregation
comprises about thirty adults who are not mem-
bers of our church.
The rector deliver? one weekly lecture in the

church, which is well attended. Several of the
female members of the congregation meet togeth-
er once a week, at private houses, for religious
exercises. They support a Bible Society, and
also a Working Society, the avails of which con-
stitute a fund for the poor of the town. The Sun-
day School consists, at present, of ninety-three.

A. E.Mi'iE.

Elizabeth City parish. It is with gratitude to
the Author of all good, that the rector is en-
abled to report the state of his charge as encour-
aging. He ministers statedly on the vSabbath to

two congregations, viz., at Fortress Monroe and
Hampton.
The congregation at the fortress is numerously

attended, and consists of the military and citizens,

and their families, who have very generally con-
tributed to the support of the gospel. Their uni-
form attendance upon the stated services of the
church affords the pleasing hope that the ordi-

nances of religion have not been dispen-sed in vain.

Several have united themselves to our communion
in the sacrament of the Lord's Supper.
A Sunday School has been established, which

promises well.

At Hampton, where the church has been dor-
mant lor more than twenty years, we have good
hope, from what we have witnessed, that this por-
tion of our Zion will ere long "be divested of
her weeds, and arrayed in the attire ofjoy." But
twelve months since and the church was almost
in ruins ; now, however, by the blessing of God
upon the untiring exertions and liberal contribu-

tions of her friends, this ancient edifice has been
so far repaired as to admit the congregation
within its walls to " worship the Lord m the
beauty of holiness." The services of the church
have met with a favourable reception, and, judg-
ing from tlie past, we are induced to believe there

is a growing attachment to her doctrines, disci-

phne, and worship.
The spiritual concerns of the church are in

some degree flattering. Twenty-four have re-

ceived the rite of confirmation from our beloved
diocesan, the most of whom have become commu-
nicants. The weekly lectures, both at this place
and the fortress, are interesting.

A Sunday School, which numbers upwards of
one hundred scholars, and patronised by the dif-

ferent denominations, has been for some time
past in successful operation.

At the request ot a few families in Charles
parish, York county, I have lor some months
past performed divine service, and preached, from
house to house, every fortnight, on Saturdays

—

and it affords me great satisfaction to state to the
Convention, that the services have been numer-
ously attended ; and as a vestry has been recently

chosen, and exertions are making, the hope is en-

tertained that the love for our church may yet re-

vive in this parish. Communicants thirty-two

—

baptisms fifty, including three cases of adults

—

marriages five—funerals nine.

Mark L. Chevers.
Hungar's parish, Northampton county. The

rector thanks God that union, peace, and concord
now reign in the different churches under his

charge. Two Bible Societies and a Missionary

Society have been formed. Coiimiumcajits tweij-
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ty-eight (added since last report eight)—baptisms
thirty—marriages twenty-three—funerals sixteen.

Stephen Selby Gunter.
St. James's parish, Mecklenburg. Though a

few have been added to our communion, yet, in

consequence of removal and death, there is no in-

crease of numbers. Communicants about forty

—

b,aptisms twenty—marriages three—funerals len.

In Halifax the prospect is more pleasmg ; the

church has been organized. It is believed that

several hundred Joliars have been subscribed to

the Theological Seminary. The people of this

parish are anxiously desirous to secure the ben-

efits of religious instruction, by having a clergy-

man settled among them. Communicants ten

—

baptisms five (one adult)—funerals two—mar-
riages three. Willum Steel.

Bath parish, Dinwiddie county. The rector of

this parish has continued to preach during the

past year at the places mentioned in his report to

the last Convention. He has not succeeded, how-
ever, in organizing any regular congregation du-

ring that period. The one which was previously

formed at Sapony Church has improved as much
as, from the circumstances of the people, could

have been expected. The services of the church
have at this place been engaged in with a degree

of regularity and solemnity which is not often ex-

ceeded by old congregations. The prejudices

against our forms of worship are gradually giving

place to more correct feeling ; and in many cases

the beauty and advantages of our excellent liturgy

are beginning to be perceived and appreciated.

This parish was visited in July last by our vener-

able diocesan and two of our clerical brethren,

when the rector was admitted to priest's orders,

and the rite of confirmation was administered to

nine persons. The services were continued at

the church for three days; were well attended,

and were particularly interesting ; and there is

great reason to believe that the exhibition which
was then made of the spirit and character of our
church, had a greater effect in conciliating the

favourable regard of the people, than could have
been produced by the efforts of an individual min-
ister in the course of several years. The sacra-

ment of the Lord's Supper was on that occasion
administered, and received by fourteen members
of that congregation ; one half of whom were
then, for the first time, admitted to the commu-
nion of the Episcopal Church. There is a Sab-
bath School, and also a Bible class of adults, con-
nected with Sapony Church; and although both

of them are quite small, yet their existence is an
evidence of an increasing attention to the subject

of religion, which affords some encouragement to

their pastor. At the other places at which he
ministers regularly, the rector of this parish has
not had the same cause for encouragement as at

Sapony : public worship is but thinly attended ;

ana the services of our church are so much dis-

regarded, that he has as yet been unable to use
the liturgy with any tolerable degree of regularity.

There is, however, generally, within the s[)here of

his regular ministrations, an improvement in the
external character of those who attend public wor-
ship, which, although not very great, is yet sufli-

cient to prevent him from fainting in despair.

Some few individuals, it is hojicd, are seriously

inquiring the way to Zion, and four have been
admitted to the communion. During the last

month, the rector of this parish has engaged to

spend one week in each month in the service of

the Female Missionary Society of Petersburg.
His plan is to preach during that week at two
places in the county of Sussex, at one in Surry,
at one in Prince George, and at Dinwiddie court-

house. He has spent one week on this circuit,

and is convinced, from the observation he has
made and the information obtained, that no sec-
tion of our state stands more in need of minis-
terial labours ; and there is great reason to believe
that a failliful, active, prudent clergyman, who
would officiate in this section, would receive a
very comfortable support. The number of com-
municants in the Sapony congregation is fifteen

—

there have been five baptisms (four of infants

and one adult)—seven funerals—and five mar-
riages. J. Gr.\mmer.

Bristol parish, Petersburg. It is with great
satisfaction that the rector is enabled to state to

the Convention, that, by the blessing of God, this

parish is in a state of considerable improvement
as regards their religious interests. Their attend-

ance on the public worship and the ordinances of
religion is more regular than in some former
years ; there have been added lately eight or ten
communicants, who appear to be pious and well
disposed.

The society of ladies, auxiliary to the Education
Society, for the assistance of young men designed
for the ministry, have been very assiduous and
very successful in promoting the interests of the
association ; they have been enabled to transmit
very considerable sums of money to the parent
society.

The Sunday scholars belonging to our church
in this town are not numerous ; on which ac-
count they have been united with the Methodist
Society scholars for a considerable length of time:
the united school is prosperous ; the teachers, se-

lected from both congregations, are very attentive

to their respective duties. Marriages since last

Convention twelve—baptisms twenty-nme—bu-
rials sixteen. Andrew Syme.

St. Luke's Church, parish of Newport. The
rector reports that he has not had any increase in

this congregation since the last Convention ; but
he takes pleasure in stating, that there appears to

be a spirit pervading the minds and hearts of his

people which presages " better tilings ;" there is

a greater degree of seriousness manifested on the
part of members of the church than has hitherto

appeared, and a tenderness under the ministration
of the word which proves that the Spirit of the
Lord is secretly, but, we trust, surely at work upon
the heart. For these favourable signs the liveliest

gratitude is felt to the great Head of the church.
There have been nine baptisms (one adult)

—

eight funerals—one marriage.
The rector also reports, in reference to this

church, that about 300 dollars have been subscri-
bed towards its repairs; the materials have been
purchased, the workmen employed, and he ex-

l)ects soon to see this (the oldest church in Vir-

ginia now standing) put a in comfortable condition.

William G. H. Jones.
St. Paul's Church, Suffolk. This church is

under the care of the rector of St. Luke's Church.
isince the last Convention he has had reason here
to praise God and take courage. Fifteen mem-
bers have been added to the communion. The
attendance at church is generally respectable and
regular, and the conduct of the members during
worship highly reverent. Three adult baptisms

—

communicants twentv- William G. H. Jones.
SufTolk, May 13, 1828. 1 have not held a parish

for a considerable time. The churches in the
counties of Nansemond and Isle of Wight being
(u;ilil very late) destitute of ministers, I con-
sidered that I could promote the interest of reli-

gion better by extending my labours to them all,

than by confining them to a single church. Agree-
ably to the request of the bishop, an association of
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ministers, consisting of Mr. Parker, Mr. Jones, and
myself, was held in Smithfield on the 11th of

April, and at the church m Surry on the follow-

ing day, where we officiated to large and atten-

tive congregations. Baptisms thirty-one (nine

adults), seven were blacks—funerals nine—mar-
riages seven. Jacob Keklinu.

Trinity Church, Portsmouth parish. There
have been added to the communion, since the ir.st

report, eight individuals. There are several others

belonging to this charge who are deeply impressed
with the necessity and importaine ui religion, but

who have not yet obtained that satisfaction in their

own minds, with respect to the change of heart,

which they think is necessary to warrant them in

making an open profession of being on the Lord's

side. The pleasing hope is, however, confidently

indulged, that it will not be very long before .some

of these individuals will be added to the list of

worthy communicants. The temporal condition

of this congregation, the rector is also happy to

state, has much improved wiihm the last year.

The pews have all been rented out but two, and
measures are now taking for adding side galleries

to the church, in which to erect others.

There are attached to the congregation several

societies ; the most important of which are a

Sunday School, a Bible class, and a Female
Working Society ; all of which, it is believed, are

exerting a beneficial influence. Our weekly lec-

tures are still kept up, and it is hoped, from the

attendance on them, that they are noi wholly with-

out iheir good effects. Blarriages three—baptisms

nine, two of which were adults—present number
of communicants twenty four—funerals six.

John H. Wingfield.
Christ Church, Norfolk. The rector reports to

the Convention that, during the past year, he has
administered baptism to twenty-six persons, of

whom three were adults—there have been twelve

marriages—twenty-nine burials—and eighteen per-

sons admitted to the communion, making the pres-

ent number of communicants one hundred and
ninety-four. At the bishop's visit in June last,

sixteen were confirmed. The Bible class is in

about the same condition as last reported. The
Sunday School numbers one hundred and fifty-

eight scholars and twenty-two teachers. The
corner-stone of the new church was laid by the

Right Rev. the Bishop on the 20th of June last.

The edifice is nearly completed, and will be ready

for consecration, it is hoped, in July ensuing. Its

din.onsions are 96 feet by 65. It is built of brick,

with a large vestry-room in the rear, and a steeple

calculated for a clock and bell, and 115 feet in

height.

During the last year there have been con-

tributed by the parish to the Education
Society, $584 80

To the bishop's assistant's salary, - 20 00

The contingent fund of the diocess, - 30 80

$635 60

The rector rejoices to inform the Convention

that the affairs of the congregation are in a pros-

perous condition ; and especially that its spiritual

stale is, perhaps, more promising and satisfactory

than it has ever been during the ministry of the

incumbent. Henry W. Ducachet.
Suffolk, Va. Last summer I left the diocess

of Maryland and came to this place, in which I

have been occupied principally in teaching school.

But, during my residence here, I have frequently

performed divine service. Since the commence-
ment of this year I have superintended a Sunday
School, which consists of about thirty scholars.

Marriages three—one funeral. Ira Parker.

A resolution relative to the defraying the ex-

penses of the delegates to represent this diocess

to the General Convention was offered, and, on
motion, the same was laid upon the table.

A motion was made by the Rev. Mr. Duca-
chet, that the Convention do now take up and
consider the report made to the last Convention
by the special committee to whom had been re-

ferred the communication from the secretaries

of the House of Bishops and of the House of

Clerical and Lay Delegates to the secretary of

this Convention—which motion was rejected.

On motion, Resolved, That the next Conven-
tion of the Protestant Episcopal Church of the

diocess of Virginia be held in the town of

Charlottesville, on the Wednesday before the

third Thursday in May next.

The president having retired, Mr. H. Nelson
was called to the chair.

The Rev. Dr. Meade, from the board of

trustees of the Theological School, presented

the following report, which was read.

Report of the board of trustees of the Theological

iSenmtary of Virginia, to the Convention, held in

Pettrshug, May 15, 1828.

It will be remembered, that at the last Conven-
tion, the trustees obtained leave to locate the sem-
inary in ihe neighbourhood of Alexandria, should
it be found practicable. In order to ascertain this,

a committee was appointed, with full powers to

select an eligible site, to erect the necessary build-

ings, and to raise the funds for defraying the ex-

penses of the same. The committee accordingly

repaired to Alexandria in the month of June, and
after some time spent in surveying the different

situations which were offered, made a selection of

one, which, on account of the healthiness of its

atmosphere, the beauty of its prospect, and its

many conveniences, has given universal satisfac-

tion to the professors, students, friends, and vis-

iters of our seminary. The lot of land which was
purchased contained about sixty-two acres, the
half of which was cleared, well enclosed, and cov-

ered with grass. The remainder is in young tim-

ber, which will soon yield no inconsiderable
allowance of fuel. The buildings upon it consist-

ed of a new brick dwelling-house, with all neces-
sary outbuildings for the comfort of a family. A
well-enclosed garden and promising young orchard
were also among the improvements of the place.

The cost of the estabhshment was five thousand
dollars. This we were enabled to pay at once,
by the assistance of our treasurer, Mr. John Gray,
who kindly advanced the whole, relying for th*!

return of it upon the collections to be afterwa i

made. It was now necessary to erect, without
delay, a suitable edifice for the reception of the
students, and of such person or persons as should
be employed to attend to their temporal comforts.
Accorduigly, a brick house of three stories, con-
taining twelve rooms, besides a basement story,

affording a dining-room, kitchen, and closets, was
immediately erected, the cost of which has ex-

ceeded three thousand dollars. This we were
enabled to discharge by a loan from the Educa-
tion Society of two thousand dollars, and a fur-

ther advance from our treasurer and ever-ready

friend Mr. John Gray. To relieve ourselves from
the obligations thus incurred a new subscription

was commenced, which, by the united exertions

of the friends of the seminary, has already reached
the amount of the debt which was contracted,

being somewhat more than eight thousand dol-

lars. As this, however, is payable in annual m-
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stalments of two, three, and four years, and the

interest on the money advanced is still increasing

the debt, it is plain that the present subscription

will not suffice to discharge the same with the in-

terest accruing. Other buildings are also neces-

sary to complete the estal)lishment. Another
house for the residence of one of the professors,

who is at present living at an inconvenient dis-

tance, is very desirable, and a most convenient
situation presents itself on the seminary farm. So
soon as our means will justify the measure, it will

be also desirable to have a building for the pur-

poses to which the basement story is now devo-
ted, but for which it is by no means sufficient. In

the same building might be a lecture-room and
hbrary, for which the private apartments of our
present edifice are now made to answer. These
additional buildings will, of course, require a large

increase of our funds, nor shall we venture to pro-

ceed until assured that the contributions of our
friends will justify the undertaking.

It becomes us also to make a further statement
of our pecuniary concerns, that the members and
friends of the church may not be mistaken as to

our condition, and relax their exertions or with-
hold their chanties, on the supposition that our
need is not so great as it really is. Towards the
endowment of two professorships, each requiring
not less than fifteen thousand dollars, we have, as

yet, only realized the sum of ten thousand seven
hundred and thirty-four dollars and forty-two

cents. It is true that the unremitting exertions

of the Female Auxiliary Education Societies have
thus far enabled us to have the services of two
professors, besides receiving all the poor and pious
youths who have applied for admission mto the
seminary. But still we cannot consider any in-

stitution on a sure and pennanent basis, without
a fund, whose interest will suffice for the support
of those officers who are indispensable to its good
government ; and therefore we can never be satis-

lied until we have realized the needful sum.
In order to raise lliis amount as soon as practi-

cable, the trustees at their present meeting have
appointed the Rev. Dr. Cobbs, the Rev. Mr.
M'Guire, the Rev. Mr. Ducachet, and the Rev.
Dr. Meade, to solicit contributions in the State of
Virginia, the latter of whom will enter upon this

duty immediately after the Convention, and de-
vote two or three months to the same.
The trastees, considering also how much other

portions of our country are likely to be benefited
by the successful operation of our seminary, and
that it is most reasonable that those portions
should render us their aid in its establishment,
have requested the Rev. Mr. Jackson, of Alexan-
dria, the Rev. Mr. Mann, the Rev. Mr. Tyng, the
Rev. Mr. Johns, and the Rev. Mr. Henshaw, of
Maryland, the Rev. Mr. Bedell, of Pennsylvania,
and the Rev. Mr. M'llvaine, of New-York, to lend
lis their aid in soliciting contributions, wherever
their judgment or convenience may lead them.
Having ])resented this exposition of the funds,

the location, and the buildings of our infant insti-

tution, we now proceed to state the pleasing ac-

complishment of those hopes which encouraged
us to choose its present location. We have re-

alized that freedom from the many interruptions
inseparable from a town, which formed a strong
inducement to its removal. Every incentive to

close application to the exercises of piety is fur-

nished to the young canchdate lor the ministry.

On the Sa!)bath they either walk mto Alexandria
and attend the public services of the churches, or

remain at the seminary, where, for their benefit

and the benefit of many families around, the ser-

vice of the church is read, and a sermon delivered,

by one of the professors. On the evening of the
Sabbath, and on other evenings of the week, they
are often piously and profitably engaged in visiting

the families in the neighbourhood, praying with
them, reading the word of God, and exhorting
them to holiness. It deserves also to be mention-
ed, that they evince a laudable zeal in attending
to the instruction of the children in the several
Sunday Schook which they have established in

Alexandria and at the seminary. While thus en-
gaged in these exercises which fit them for the
practical duties on which they are soon to enter,
we have the assurance of the professors that they
have not been inattentive to those hterary and
theological studies which arc necessary to qualify

them for the defence of the faith. During the
past session seventeen students have been under
the care of the professors, though only fourteen
are to be considered as properly members of the
seminary, the remaining; three being engaged in

preparatory studies, which will qualify them to

enter at some future period. It will be most en-
couraging indeed to the friends of our institution,

to behold six of these youths, who have been for

a greater or lesser period of time nurtured in our
seminary, presented on the ensuing Sabbath to

the bishop of our diocess, and, after receiving from
him the proper authority, procee(hng forth to.the
glorious work of preaching the everlasting gospel.

The trustees will only add, that their hopes and
expectations as to the expenses of living have
been more than realized. From the experience
of the present year, they are justified in saying
that the sum of seventy-five dollars is amply suf-

ficient for the board of each student, during the
period of the nine months which constitutes the
seminary term.

In concluding their report, the trustees have to

record the heavy loss sustained by the board in

the death of the lamented Dr. Wilmer. In this

as in every other department of usefulness, he had
ever displayed a judgment, zeal, and activity sel-

dom to be found united in one individual. The
emblems of mourning which now designate the
members of this Convention, evince the high
esteem in wluch his services were held by the
whole church.

On motion, Resolved, That the sum of one
hundred and twenty dollars and thirty-seven

and a half cents be appropriated to the bishop,

for the support of his assistant, out of the Con-
tingent Fund, to make up, with the sum paid in

for that purpose during the present Conven-
tion, the sum of three hundred dollars, in pur-

suance of the pledge made by the Conventiou
in the year 1826.

Resolved, That the treasurer pay to the

secretary his expenses incurred in attending

this Convention.

On motion. Resolved, unanimously, That the

thanks of this Convention be tendered to the

ministers of the Presbyterian, Methodist, and
Baptist churches in this place, for the liberal

and kind offer of their churches for the use of

the Convention.

On motion, Resolved, That the treasurer pay

to the doorkeeper of this Convention the sum
of five dollars for his services.

On motion, Resolved, unanimously, That the

thanks of this Convention be tendered to the

citizens of this place, for their kind and hospi-

table attentions to the members of the Conveiv
lion during its session.
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On motion, Resolved, That the thanks of this

Convention be presented to the secretary and

treasurer for their faithful services.

On motion, Resolved, That one thousand

copies of this Journal be printed, and distributed

by the secretary among the parishes.

The bishop appeared and took his seat as

president of the Convention.

The Convention proceeded to the election,

by ballot, of eight delegates, to represent this

diocess in the next General Convention of the

Protestant Episcopal (Jhurch of the United

States : whereupon the following gentlemen

were duly elected, viz. : Rev. William Meade,

D. D., Rev. Reuel Keith, D. D., Rev. Edward
C. M'Guire, Rev. Nicholas II. Cobbs, Dr. Car-

ter Berkeley, Mr. Philip Nelson, Mr. Hugh
Nelson, and Mr. James M. Garnett.

And then the Convention adjourned, to meet

in the town of Charlottesville, on the Wednes-
day before the third Thursday in May next.

Richard Channing Moore,
Bishop of the P. E. Church of Virginia.

Teste, John G. Williams, Secretary.

On Sunday evening. May 18th, the clergy and

laity of the Convention assembled round the altar,

when the bishop addressed and took his leave of

them as follows :

—

Brethren,—Agreeably to that practice which
has always marked the close of our Conventional

labours, we surround the altar of the Redeemer
to express our thankfulness to him for that unity

which has distinguished our proceedings, and for

the spiritual blessings we have enjoyed during our

association, and also to talie an aifectionate leave

of each other.

When we call to view the important concerns

in which we have been engaged, and consider the

peaceful spirit in which those concerns have been

transacted, how heartfelt should be the expression

of our gratitude to God ! The Theological Semi-

nary, that school of the prophets, that nursery of

the church, from which we have received so much
benefit and advantage, and from which we have

reason to expect still greater results, has received

from the benefactions of our friends an impulse

which, we trust, will ensure its success, and render

it an object of commanding importance not only

to this diocess, but to our religious community in

general.

Seven young men, six of whom are alumni of

that institution, have this day been admitted to

holy orders. Men, from whose labours parishes

which have been destitute for many years will be

suppUed, and the word of life communicated to

those who have looked to us for spiritual help.

Yes ! the walls of some of our churches, in which

the voice of the gospel has not been heard for

twenty years, will again resound with the glad

tidings of salvation, and wake the prayers and
praises of our people. The hungry will be fed

with the bread of life ; the thirsty will be led to

the fountain of ever-living waters that they may
drink ; the cross of the Lord Jesus Christ will be

exhibited to their view, and poor weeping peni-

tents be directed to Calvary for the salvation of

their immortal souls. My heart vibrates with joy

at the glowing prospect presented to our view,

and my soul rejoices in the prosperity of our Zion.

When we contemplate the blessings with which
God in his mercy hath favoured us, we have rea-

son to take courage and press forward in the dis-

charge of our duly. It is by the j)rcaclung of the

gospel in its purity that we are to expect a con-

tinuance of the divine favour. It is the cross of

a crucified Jesus under which we have rallied;

and while that cross continues to form the banner

under which we fight the fight of faith, the bles-

sing of God will descend upon us in profusion, and

our preaching prove the savour ot life to those

who hear us. Yes, my brethren, I repeat the dec-

laration : If we expect to succeed m our ministry,

and to see the work of the Lord prosper in our

hands, Jesus Christ, and him crucified, must con-

stitute the basis of all our discourses— the anima-

ting theme of all our addresses. Yes ! my soul

warms at the thought. It is the cross which
forms the ladder by which the believer scales the

heavens. The cross is the throne of grace from
which Jesus answers prayer, and pronounces par-

don and forgiveness to the poor penitent. Carry
your people to Gethsemane, and show them the

precious Redeemer under the load of their com-
plicated guilt, sweating great drops of blood ; con-

duct them to Calvary, exhit)it the Saviour to their

view as the only propitiatory sacrifice for you
;

and lest any of your charge should doubt his mer-
ciful disposition, proclaim to them the soul-enli-

vening truth—proclaim to them that the Lord
Jesus wears on his compassionate bosom the

glorious inscription, " not willing that any should

perish, but that all should come to repentance."'

Go on, my beloved sons in the ministry, go on in

the glorious work in which you have engaged,

and the Lord Jesus will assist you with his grace,

and bless you with the richest evidences of his

love. Let controversy alone ; for it will paralyze

your minds and obstruct you in your work. Preach

the truth. Be attentive to your solemn vows of

conformity to our worship which you have volun-

tarily made. Be men of peace—imitate, as far as

in you lieth, your divine Master. " Learn of him
who was meek and lowly in heart, and you v/iU

find rest to your souls."

We are now, my brethren, to part. Remember
that such is the frail tenure of our earthly exist-

ence, that it is scarcely to be expected we shall

ever meet again in this world. The last year took

two from our number ; and before the next twelve

months shall have revolved over our heads, others

may be taken from our ranks, called to give ai>

acconnt of their stewardship. Strive, then, I be-

seech you, to be prepared. Be much at a throne

of grace, not only with the people of your charge,

but also in your retirement. When you enter

your closets, remember that you are entering the

threshold of heaven, and say to the world and all-

its delusive pleasures, " Stay ye here while I go
yonder and worship." By such a course your
lamps will be always trimmed, your lights burning'

in your hands : then, when the voice of God shall

proclaim the approach of the bridegroom, you will

be prepared to enter into the everlasting joy of our

God.
To the lay members of the Convention I beg

leave to return my sincere thanks for their kind-

co-operation and support. With many of you I

have met m Convention ever since my residence

in Virginia, and to your labour the church is in-

debted for a large portion of its success. The
clergy consider you as co-workers with them, and

lean much on you for your counsel and advice.

Be steadfast and immoveable, always abounding in

the work of the Lord, and your labour will nol be

in vain in the Lord. My brethren, 1 bid you all an

affectionate farewell; and should we never meet

in this vale of tears. Oh may we meet in that hap-

liy world prepared for the righteous, and enjoy that

rest which remaineth for the people of God. Breth.-

ren, farewell. Kichakd C. MoaRii.
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Journal of the Proceedings of the Convention of the Protestant Episcopal Church of the DiocetB

of Virginia, which assembled in (he town of Charlottesville, on Wednesday, the 20th day of

May, 1829.

This being the day and place appointed for I Berkeley, and Mr. John G. Williams, be a com-
ihe annual meeting of the Convention of the mitteetoexamine thecertiticatesofIayde!egates;

Protestant Episcopal Church in the Diocess of who then withdrew, and, after a short time, re-

Virginia, several clergymen and lay delegates

attended divine service in the Episcopal Church
in this town.

Morning prayers were read by the Rev. Adam
Enipie, and a sermon preached by the Rev. John

H. Wingfield.

After divine service (the Right Rev. Bishop

Moore being prevented by indisposition from

attending), the Rev. William Meade, D. D., was
elected, by joint ballot of the clerical and lay

delegates, in conforn.ity with the canons of the

church, president pro tempore of this Conven-
tion, and accordingly took his seat as such.

The following clergymen, entitled to seats in

this Convention, appeared, viz. :

—

The Rev. Ebenezer Boyden, Augusta parish,

Staunton ; the Rpv. Nicholas H. Cobbs, Rus-
sell parish, Bedford county ; the Rev. John Cole,

officiating in Surry and Prince George coun-

ties ; the Rev. John Cooke, St. Martin's parish,

Hanover and Louisa counties ; the Rev. Robert

B. Croes, assistant minister of the Monumental
Church, Richmond ; the Rev. Charles Dresser,

Antrim parish, Halifa.x county ; the Rev. Henry
W. Ducachet, M. D.,Chnst Church, Norfolk ; the

Rev. James Doughen, parish of St James, Nor-

tham, Goochland county ; the Rev. Adam Empie,

rector of Bruton parish, and President of \^'ill-

iam and Mary College, Williamsburg ; the Rev.

Zachariah H. Goldsmith, St. George's parish,

Accomack county ; the Rev. John Grammer,
Bath parish, Dinwiddle county ; the Rev. Caleb

J. Good, St. Margaret's parish, Caroline county
;

the Rev. Frederick W. Hatch, Fredericksville

parish, Albemarle county ; the Rev. Johannes

Edward Jackson, Christ Church, Frederick

parish, Frederick county ; the Rev. William

Jackson, St. Paul's Church, Alexandria ; the

Rev. Thomas Jackson, Shelburne parish, Lou-

doun county ; the Rev. William G. H. Jones,

parish of New[)ort, Isle of Wight ; the Rev.

Reuel Keith, D. D., Professor in the Theologi-

cal School of ihis diocess near Alexandria
;

the Rev. George Lemon, Hamilton and Leeds
parishes, Fauquier county ; the Rev. William

r. Lee, Henrico parish, Henrico county ; the

Rev. William Meade, D. D., Frederick parish,

Frederick county ; the Rev. Edward C. M'Guire,

St. George's parish, Fredericksburg ; the Rev.

John P. M'Guire, St. Anne's and South Farn-

ham parishes, Essex ; the Rev. Nahum G. Os-

good, Moore's parish, Campbell county ; the

Rev. Charles H. Page, Lexington parish, Am-
herst county , the Rev. Edward W. Peet, St

Paul's parish, King George county ; the Rev.

John Philips, Cumberhmd parish, Lunenburg
coimty ; the Rev. G. A. Smith, St. Stephen's

Church, Culpepper county ; the Rev. John H.
Wingfield, Portsmouth parish, Norfolk county.

Ordered, Tliat Mr. William Mayo, Dr. Carter

turned and presented the following report :

—

The committee to whom were referred the

certificates of the lay delegates have, according

to order, examined the same, and report, that

the following persons have been duly elected

lay delegates to this Convention.

Thomas Marshall, Leeds parish, Fauquier

county ; Dr. Hector Harris, Hamilton parish,

Fauquier county ; Thomas Withers, jr., I3ristol

parish, Petersburg ; John H. Hill, St. Paul's

Church, Alexandria ; William H. Thompson,
Christ Church, Norfolk ; Dr. Carter Berkeley,

St. Martin's parish, Hanover and Louisa coun-

ties ; Junius A. Clay and Philip A. Boiling,

Tillotson parish, Buckingham ; Thomas Nelson,

Portsmouth parish, Norfolk county ; ObedWaite,
Christ Church, Winchester ; Dr. E. A. Mor-
rison, Bat'ii parish, Dinwiddle county ; Philip

Nelson, Frederick parish, Frederick county
;

Edward B. Withers, Moore's parish, Campbell
county ; Westvvood S. Armistead, Elizabeth

City parish, Elizabeth City county ; Thurmer
Hoggard, Lynnhaven parish. Princess Anne
county ; Hugh Nelson, Fredericksville parish,

Albemarle county ; John Nelson, St. James's

parish, Mecklenburg county ; William Boiling,

St. James's parish, Northam, Goochland county
;

Edward Rouzee, Vauter's Church, St. Anne's
parish, Essex county ; John Gray, St. George's

parish, Fredericksburg ; John G. Lawrence. St.

Margaret's parish, Caroline county ; Wm. Mayo
and John G. Williams, Monumental Church,

Richmond ; Seth Ward, St. Paul's Church,

Lynchburg ; Parke F. Berkeley, Antrim parish,

Halifax county ; John Stuart, St. Paul's parish.

King George county ; Walter W. Webb,I3ruton
parish, Williamsburg ; Isaac Winston, St. Ste-

phen's Church, Culpepper county ; Richard S,

Ellis, Lexington parish, Amherst county ; Ed-
mund I. Lee, (Christ Church, Alexandria, Fair-

fax parish ; Gerrard Alexander, Russell parish,

Bedford county ; John L. Thomas, Christ Church,
Norborne parish, Berkeley county ; Benjamin
B. Taliaferro, Henrico parish, Henrico county.

On motion, Resolved, That the following

rules of order, adopted by the last Convention
for the government of their proceedings, be the

rules of proceeding during the present Con-
vention :

—

1. The business of every day shall be intro-

duced with prayer.

2. When the president takes the chair, no
member shall continue standing, or shall after-

ward stand up, except to address the chair.

3. No member shall absent himself from the

service of the house unless he have leave, or

be unable to attend.

4. When any member is about to speak in

debate, or deliver any matter to the house, he

shall, with due respect, address himself to the
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president, confining himself strictly to the point

in debate.

5. No member shall speak more than twice

in the same debate without leave of the house.

6. A question lieing once determined shull

stand as tlie judgment of the house, and sliall

not be again drawn into debate during the sainn

session, unless with the consent of two thirds

of the house.

7. While the president is putting any question,

the members shall continue in their seats, and

shall not hold any private discourse.

8. Every member who shall be in the house

when any question is put, shall, on a division,

be counted, unless he be personally interested

in the decision.

9. No motion shall be considered as before the

house unless it be seconded, and, when required,

reduced to writing.

10. When any question is before the house,

it shall be determined upon before any new
thing is introduced, except the question of ad-

journment.

11. The question on a motion of adjourn-

ment shall be taken before any other, and with-

out debate.

12. When the house is about to rise, every

member shall keep his seat until the president

shall leave his chair.

Ordered, That the Rev. Robert B. Croes, the

Rev. Thomas Jackson, the Rev. George A.

Smith, the Rev. John Cooke, and the Rev.

William G. H. Jones be a committee to ex-

amine the parochial reports.

Ordered, That the Rev. Frederick W. Hatch,

the Rev. Adam Einpie, the Rev George Lemon,

the Rev. Henry W. Ducachet, M. D., the Rev.

Nicholas H. Cobbs, Mr. Gerrard Ale.xander, Mr
Hugh Nelson, and Mr. William H. Thompson,

be a committee to take into consideration the

state of the church in this diocess, and report

thereupon to this Convention.

Ordered, That Mr. Edmund I. Lee, the Rev.

Edward Jackson, and Mr Richard Ellis, be a

committee to e.x-amine the accounts of the treas-

urer of the fund for the permanent support of the

episcopate in this diocess.

Ordered, That the Rev. William F. Lee, Mr.

Obed Waile, and Mr. Seth Ward, be a commit-

tee to examine the treasurer's accounts.

Ordered, That the Rev. William Jack.son, Mr.

Thomas Marshall, and the Rev. John P. M'Guire,

be a committee to examine the state of the

fi;nd for the support of the widows and orphans

of deceased clergymen.

The secretary then received the following

fonlributions from sundry parishes of this diocess

for the Contingent Fund :

—

Leeds parish, Fauquier county, - $15 00

Hamilton parish, Fauquier county, - 15 GO

Bristol parish, Petersburg, - - 30 00

Christ Church, Norfolk, - - - 30 00

St. Martin's parish, Hanover and Louisa

counties, - - - - -

Augusta parish, Augusta county,

Christ Church, Winchester,

20 00
10 00
15 00

Amount carried forward, $135 00

35
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read, and referred to the committee upon pa-

rochial reports.

Mr. Henry Claggett, a lay delegate of the

parish of Shelburne, Loudoun county, and Mr.

George W. Rothrock, a lay delegate of St.

Paul's Church, Suffolk, appeared and took their

seats.

The Rev. Frederick W. Hatch, from the

conrmitiee on the state of the church, made a

report, which, on motion, was recommitted, and

thereupon a letter from William Leigh, Esq.,

upon the subject of the devise of Evan Ragland,

was referred to the said committee.

The Rev. William F. Lee, from the committee

appointed to e.xamine the treasurer's accounts,

made the following report :

—

The committee to whom were referred for

examination the treasurer's accounts have per-

formed that duty, and report that the annexed

account, showing a balance of .$456 lli cents

in the hands of the treasurer, is correct, and

that the difl'erent items are supported by proper

vouchers, which are filed with the account.

William F. Lek, Chairman.

On motion, Resolved, That the said report

be received and approved.

The Rev. William Jackson, from the com-
mittee to whom was referred the examination

of the accounts of the treasurer of the fund for

the relief of the widows and orphans of deceas-

ed clergymen of the Episcopal Church of Vir-

ginia, made the following report :

—

The committee on the Widows' Fund beg
leave to report, that they have examined the

treasurer's account, and find it correct.

The funds are as follows :—
United States three per cent, stock, $2,037 78

74 shares of Farmers' Bank of Alex-

andria stock, at par, - - 3,700 00
3 shares of Alexandria bank-stock,

at par, 600 00

1 share of Bank of Virginia stock,

at par, 100 00
Robert Andrews's estate, balance

of note, with interest from 30th

April, 1829, till paid, - - 399 23

Cash on hand, - ... 280 97

$7,117 98

On motion, Resolved, That the said report

be received and approved.

On motion. Resolved, That a committee be

appointed to take into consideration the laws

and regulations for the government of the so-

ciety for the relief of distressed widows and

orphans of clergymen, and make report there-

upon to the next Convention ; and the Rev.

William Meade, the Rev. Edward C. M'Guire,

the Rev. Reuel Keith, and Mr. Edmund I. Lee,

were appointed.

The proceedings of the standing coiiunittce

during the last year were read.

The session was then suspended, for the pur-

pose of attending divine service by the Rev.

Thomas Jackson, and a sermon by the Rev.

George Lemon. After which the session was

resumed, and the Convention proceeded to the

election, by ballot, of a standing committee of

the church in this diocess for the ensuing year
;

whereupon the following gentlemen were duly

elected, viz. :—the Rev. Reuel Keith, D. D.,

the Rev. Edward R. Lippit, the Rev. William
Jackson, Mr. John Hoot!', Mr. Edmund I. Lee,
and Mr. John Gray.

The following report of the committee to

whom was referred the communication from the

secretaries of the House of Bishops and of the

House of Clerical and Lay Delegates, upon the

proposed alterations of the liturgy, made to the

Convention held in Fredericksburg in the year

1827, was called up, read, and, on motion, refer-

red to the conmiittee of the whole.

The committee to whom was referred a com-
munication from the secretaries of the House of

Bishops and of the House of Clerical and Lay
Deputies, under date of 20th December, 1826, re-

port, that they have attentively considered the
subjects referred to them, and that they have
unanimously agreed to recommend to the Con-
vention the adoption of the following resolutions.

1. Resolved, That any alterations in " The or-

der how the psalter is appointed to be read," or in
" The order how the rest of the Holy Scripture is

appointed to be read," are, in the opinion of this

Convention, uncalled for by the state of the
church, and entirely inexpedient.

2. Resolved, That the present preface to the
confirmation office having been so long in use
without being the subject of frequent or great

complaint, the proposed substitute for it is un-
called for and inexpedient.

3. Resolved, That as the proposed collect m
the confirmation office seems to take for granted
the truth of a doctrine about which some differen-

ces of opinion prevail in the church, and seems to

have a tendency to produce dissatisfaction in the
minds of some, and perhaps to lead to still further
controversy, it is uncalled for and inexpedient.

4. Resolved, That whereas the rubric imme
diately after the conMnunion service appears, as
it now stands, to be sufficiently explicit, and the
proposed alteration in it seems to be intimately
connected with the foregoing proposed changes, it

is equally uncalled for and inexpedient.

5. Resolved, That, as this Convention disap-

proves of the proposed alterations, the delegation
from this diocess to the General Convention be
instructed to use their exertions to prevent their

adoption.

G. Resolved, That whereas the proposed ad-

dition to the 8th article of the constitution of this

church, by which the words, " or the articles of
religion," are to be inserted after the words, " or

other officers of the church," seems to be a rea
sonable and salutary provision, this Convention
do entirely approve the same, and accordingly rec-

ommend it to the support of their representatives.

AU which IS respectfully reported.

By order of the committee,
Henry W. Ducachet, Chairman.

The liouse then resolved itself into a com-
mittee of the whole, the Rev. Mr. Hatch in the

chair, and after some time spent therein the

committee rose, reported progress, and asked
leave to sit again, which, on motion, was
granted.

On motion. Resolved, That the Conventioo
adjourn, to meet again at a quarter before 4
o'clock.
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Thursday Afternoon, May 21, 1829.

The Convention met again according to ad-
journment.

Mr. Peter M'Vickar, a lay deloj^aie of the par-

ish of St. Andrew's, appeared and took liis seat.

The house again, on motion, resolved itself

into a committee of the whole, the Rev. Mr.
Hatch in the chair ; and, alter some time spent
therein, rose and reported the following pream-
ble and resolution, as a substitute for the report

of the committee to them referred :

—

The Convention of this diocess having had
under long and serious consideration the pro-

posed alterations m the rubric relative to the

order of our service, and also to the proposed
additions to the confirmation service, is con-
strained to express its dissent from the proposed
changes ; believing that they are not likely to

effect that most desirable end contemplated by
the advocates of the same. Therefore, Resolv-
ed, That, zealously attached to the Book of

Common Prayer and other offices of our
church, this Convention is desirous that no al-

teration should take place in the same at this

time.

On motion, Resolved, That the report of the

committee of the whole be for the present laid

upon the table.

And then, on motion, the Convention ad-

journed until to-morrow morning, 8 o'clock.

Friday, May 22, 1829.

The Convention met according to adjourn-

ment, and was opened with prayer by the Rev.
William Meade, D. D.
The Rev. Franklin G. Smith, of St. Paul's

Church, Lynchburg, appeared and took his seat.

The report of the committee of the whole
was taken up, and, on the question being put
upon agreeing to the same, it was carried in

the atfirmative.

On motion, it was then Resolved, That this

Convention do concur with the House of Bish-
ops and the House of Clerical and Lay Dele-
gates in General Convention, in the propriety

of the proposed amendment to the second clause

of the eighth article of the constitution.

Resolved, That the secretary do transmit

certified copies of the resolutions adopted by
this Convention upon the proposed alterations

of the liturgy, &c., to the secretaries of the

House of Bishops and of the House of Clerical

and Lay Delegates.

-Mr. Francis I. Wiatt, a lay delegate of the

parish of South Farnhani, Essex county, ap-

peared and took his seat.

The Rev. Frederick W. Hatch, from the
committee upon the state of the church, pre-

sented the following report :

—

The committee on the state of the church ask
leave of the Convention respectfully to report,

in part, that, having had under consideration

the destitute condition of many of our parishes,

and the utter inadequacy of any existing means
of relief, they would recommend to this Con-
vention the establishment of a Diocesan Mis-
sionary Society, to be under the control of the

r 2

Convention, and the formation of auxiliary so-

cieties in the different parishes.

All which is respectfully submitted.

Fredefuck W. Hatch, Chairman.

On motion. Resolved, That the said report

be received and approved.

Resolved, That a committee of five members
be appointed to prepare a constitution in con-
formity with the foregoing report of the com-
mittee upon the state of the church ; and there-

upon the Rev. Mr. Ducachet, the Rev. Mr.
Cobbs, the Rev. Mr. Croes, Mr. John Gray,
and Dr. Carter Berkeley, were appointed.

On motion. Resolved, unanimously. That the

Convention having received intelligence of the
illness of the Right Rev. Bishop Moore, deeply
regret his absence, and sympathize with him in

his affliction.

Mr. Edmund I. Lee, from the committee ap-
pointed to examine the state of the fund for

the permanent support of the episcopate in this

diocess, presented the following report, which
was read and approved :

—

The committee on the Episcopal Fund report.
That they have examined into the same, and find
that on the 2<Jth of April, 1828, there were fifty-

four shares of the stock of the Farmers' Bank of
Alexandria, which cost .12,700, and nine shares of
the stock of the Bank of Alexandria, which cost
$1,530, the par value of which is !S1,800, on which
par value has been paid for several years past a
dividend of four per cent. ; two of these shares
cost $100 a share ; on these two a dividend of
eight per cent, on the money paid for them has
been received ; and one other of them cost $130

;

on this a dividend of four per cent, on the par
value has been paid, so that on this share more
than seven per cent, has been the dividend.

Since the last Convention, four shares have
been purchased of the stock of the Farmers' Bank
of Alexandria, out of the dividends which have
been received. These cost .f.30 a share, the par
value of which is $50 ; the dividend on which has
been four per cent. ; so that on the actual cost 4
dividend of more than six per cent, is paid.

The amount of the bank-stock belongmg to this

fund, at par value, is $4,700, on which a dividend
of at least four per cent, will be paid, receivable
semi-annually, which is immediately reinvested
in stock, so that at the end of the year the aggre-
gate amount of the dividend is increased.
There is in the hands of the treasurer of the

fund $6 16. Two dividends are yet to be re.
ceived.

The committee further report, that shortly be-
fore the meeting of this Convention, a ehare of
stock of the Ashby's Gap Turnpike road, which
had been some time .since given to this fund by
the Rev. WiUiam Meade, was disposed of for fifty

dollars ; upon this share dividcncfs to the amount
of eight dollars had accrued : the fifty dollars and
the dividends are to be vested in stock.

The whole amount of the fund will be as fol-

lows :

—

Bank-stock, - - - - $4,700 00
Cash, 6 16
Cash for road share and dividend, - 58 00
Two dividends, - - - 72 00

$4,830 16

Ed. I. Lee, Chairman.

The Convention then adjourned ufltil half

past 3 o'clock P. M.
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Friday Afternoon, May 22, 1829

The Convention again met according to ad-

journment.

The Rev. WiUiam Meade, president pro tem-

pore of the Convention, being absent, the Rev.

Mr. Lemon was called to the chair.

The Convention then, on motion, proceeded

to the consideration of the following resolution,

adopted at the last Convention, proposing to

annul and abolish the first sentence of the sixth

article of the constitution.

" Resolved, Ttial, agreeably to the provisions

of the 13th article of the constitution, notice be

transmitted to the several vestries of the par-

ishes of this diocess, that it is proposed at the

next Convention to annul and abolish the first

sentence of the sixth article of ihe constitution ;

and so alter the said article that it may read

thus :
' The bishop shall be president of the

Convention ; in which character it shall be his

duty to give to the Convention, as often as he

may deem expedient, a general view of the

stale of the church ; to call special Conventions,

at whatever times and places he may think ne-

cessary ; to preserve order during the time of

session; to put the question, collect the votes,

and declare the decision. He may make any

motion which he shall judge conducive to the

good of the church, but shall not enter into de-

bate ; and he may deliver his sentiments on any

subject after it has been discussed, before a vote

thereon. Whenever it shall be necessary for the

bishop to visit any part of this diocess, he shall

be authorized to call a clergyman from any part

of the diocess to supply his place in the duties

of his parochial charge, for not more than two
Sundays.' "

And, on the question being put upon agree-

ing to the proposed resolution, the same was
carried in the affirmative.

Ayes—The Rev. Ebenezer Boyden, Nicho-

las H. Cobbs, John (3olc, John Cooke, Charles

Dresser, Henry W. Ducachet, Zachariah H.
Goldsmith, Caleb J. Good, Frederick W.
Hatch, William Jackson, Reuel Keith, George
Lemon, William F. Lee, Edward C. M'Guire,

John P. M'Guire, Nahum G. Osgood, Charles

H. Page, Edward W. Peet, John Philips,

George A. Smith, Franklin G. Smith, John H.

Wingfield ; Messrs. Thomas Marshall, Hector

Harris, John H. Hill, Wm. H. Thompson, Car-

ter Berkeley, Junius A. Clay, Philip A. Boiling,

Edward B. Withers, Westwood S. Armistead,

Thurmer Hoggard, Hugh Nelson, John Nelson,

John Gray, William Mayo, Seth Ward, Parke

F. Berkeley, John Stuart, Isaac Winston, Rich-

ard S. Ellis, Gerrard Alexander, Beiij. B. Ta-
liaferro, George W. Rothrock, and Francis J.

Wiatt—45.

Noes—The Rev. Robert. B. Croes, Adam
Empie, John Grammer, Johannes Edward Jack-

son, Thomas Jackson, William G. H. Jones
;

Messrs. Thomas Withers, jun., Thomas Nel-

son, Obed W^aite, E. A. Morrison, Philip Nel-

son, William Boiling, John G. Williams. Wal-
ter W. Webb, Edmund I. Lee, Jolin L. Thom-
as, and Henry Claggett— 17.

Mr. Hugh Nelson offered the following reso-

lution, which, on motion, was laid upon the

table :

—

Resolved, That this Convention deem it ex-

pedient, considering the age and bodily infirmi-

ty of our most venerated bishop, to proceed to

the election of an assistant bishop, who is not

to be considered as entitled to the succession

—

liut that it shall be the right and duty of the

Convention of the diocess of Virginia, on the

demise of our venerated bishop, to proceed to

the election of a principal bishop, as a successor

to the said deceased bishop.

And then, on motion, the Convention ad-

journed until to-morrow morning, 8 o'clock.

S.4TURDAY, M.VY 23, 1829.

The Convention met according to adjourn-

ment, and was opened with prayer by the Rev.

Mr. Lemon.
The Rev. W^illiam Meade, president pro

tempore, being absent, the Rev. Edward C.

M'Guire was called to the chair.

The Rev. Dr. Ducachet, from the committee

appointed to prepare a constitution for the es-

tablishment of a Diocesan Missionary Society,

presented a constitution, which, being amended,

was adopted, and is as follows :

—

CONSTITUTION.

Art. I. This society shall be called "The
Protestant Episcopal Missionary Society of the
Diocess uf Virginia."

Art. II. The object of this societ)' shall be to

procure and support missionaries within the
bounds of this diocess

Art. III. The bishop of the diocess shall be

ex-officioihe president ; and the other officers shall

be a vice-president, a secretary, a treasurer, and
an executive committee, consisting of five clerical

and five lay members, to be annually appointed by
the Convention ; and of this executive committee
the bishop shall he exofficio the president.

Art. I v. The duty of the executive committee
shall be to employ missionaries, to appoint their

stations, to give them such instructions as may
be deemed necessary, to provide for the payment
of their salaries, to take all such measures as may
promote the objects of the society, and to present

an annual statement of their proceedings to the

Convention.
Art. V. The payment of any sum not less than

one dollar annually shall constitute a member

;

the payment of twenty dollars shall constitute a

life member; and the payment of fifty dollars

shall constitute a patron.

Art. VI. Any missionary society of the Epis-
copal Church may become an auxiliary, by trans-

mitting to the secretary a list of its otficers and a
copy of Its constitution (provided such constitution

do not contravene the provisions of these articles).

Art. VH. It shall be the duty of the auxiliary

societies to place their funds at the disposal of the
executive committee.
Art. VIII. The executive committee may,

when they deem it expedient, employ a portion of
the funds of the society, not exceeding one tenth

part thereof, in supplying its missionaries with
prayer-books and tracts, and shall, in their report

to the Convention, specify what books and tracts

have been so distributed.

Art. IX. This constitution may be altered by
a vote of a majority of the Convention present
when the alteration is proposed.
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The Convention then, on the recommenda-
tion of the committee, adopted the following res-

olutions ;

—

Resolved, That it be the duty of every min-

ister of this diocess, to endeavour to form an

auxiliary society in the parish where he ofTi-

ciates.

Resolved, That it be respectfully recom-

mended, that a collection be annually made in

all the churches in the diocess, for the benefit

of ihis society, on the first Sunday in November.
Resolved, That a sermon be preached at

every Convention of the diocess in behalf of

this society, and a collection made towards its

funds—the preacher to be appointed by the ex-

ecutive committee.

The Convention then proceeded to the elec-

tion of the officers and executive committee of

the Missionary Society ; and thereupon the Rev.

William Meade, D. D., was elected vice-presi-

dent, John G. Williams was elected secretary,

Thomas Nelson was elected treasurer, and

Rev. E. C M-Guire, Rev. H. W. Ducachet,

Rev. N. H. Cobbs, Rev. Wm. Jackson, Rev.

Gforge A. Smith, Col. William Boiling, Mr.

John Nelson, Dr. Carter Berkeley, Mr. Ed-

mund I. Lee, and Mr. John Gray, were elected

the executive committee.

The Rev. Wm. G. H. Jones offered the fol-

lowing resolution, which, on motion, was laid

upon the table :

—

Resolved, That the 10th canon be altered by

striking out the word " eight," and insert, in

lieu thereof, " five," so as to cause it to read,

" On every Easter-Monday, each parish shall

elect five vestrymen ; but, when it is deemed

expedient, the number may be increased to

twelve," &c.
The Convention then proceeded, on motion,

to the consideration of the resolution offered

yesterday by Mr. Hugh Nelson, and, on the

question being taken, the same was carried m
the affirmative.

Ayes—The Rev. Ebenezer Boyden, Nicho-

las H. Co!)bs, John Cole, John Cooke, Henry

W. Ducachet, Zachariah H. Goldsmith, John

Crammer, Caleb J. Good, Johannes Edward
Jackson, William Jackson, Thomas Jackson,

William G. H. Jones, Reuel Keith, George

Lemon, William F. Lee, Edward C. M'Guire,

John P. M'Guire, John Philips, George A.

Smith, John H. Wingfield, and Franklin G.

Smiih ; Messrs. Thomas Marshall, Hector Har-

ris, John H. Hill, William H. Thompson, Car-

ter Berkeley, Junius A. Clay, Philip A. Boiling,

Thomas Nelson, Obed Waite, Philip Nelson,

Edward B. Withers. Westwood S. Armistead,

Thurmer Hougard, Hugh Nelson, John Nelson,

William Boiling, John Gray, William Mayo,

Seth Ward, Parke F. Berkeley, John Stuart.

Isaac Winston, Richard S. Ellis, Gerrard Alex-

ander, John L. Thomas, Benjamin B. Taliafer-

ro, Henry Claggett, George W. Rothrock, and

Francis J. Wiatt—50.

Noes—The Rev. Robert B. Croes, Charles

Dresser, James Doughen, Adam Einpie, Fred-

erick W. Hatch, Nahuin G. Osgood, and Charles

H. Page
J
Messrs. Thomas Withers, jr., E. A.

Morrison, John G. Williams, Walter W. Webb,
Edmutid I. Lee, and Peter M'Vickar— 13.

The Convention then proceeded, agreeably

to the resolution last adopted and the 5th arti-

cle of the constitution, to the election of an

assistant bishop, after secret prayer to God.

The clergy then proceeded to nominate and

appoint, by ballot, some fit and qualified clergy-

man for that office ; and on counting the ballots

there were found twenty-five votes in favour of

the Rev. William Meade, D. D., and two blank

ballots ; so that the Rev. William Meade, D. D.,

was declared to be duly nominated and appoint-

ed by the clergy : and then the said appoint-

ment was presented to the order of the lay

delegates; and upon a ballot being taken among
them, there were found in favour of the Rev.

William Meade, D. D., thirty-six votes, being

the whole number of votes given in : and there-

upon the Rev. William Meade, D. D., was de-

clared to be duly elected.

On motion. Resolved, That a committee be

appointed to announce to the Rev. Dr. Meade
his election to the office of assistant bishop of

this diocess : and thereupon the Rev. Henry

W. Ducachet and Mr. Hugh Nelson were ap-

pointed.

The committee then retired, and after some
time returned and reported that the Rev. Dr.

Meade had consented to accept the office.

On motion of Mr Edmund I. Lee, the follow-

ing preamble and resolution were adopted.

Whereas there exists a diversity of opinion

as to the practice of having more than one act-

ing bishop in a diocess—it seems to this Con-

vention to be a subject of that general charac-

ter and importance, as to render it proper for

the General Convention to act upon it in such

a way as will prevent those evils which may
result from this practice. It is therefore Re-

solved, That the delegates from this diocess to

the next General Convention do bring the sub-

ject before that body, and use their efforts to

obtain the adoption of such a general rule on

this subject as shall have the effect of regula-

ting the number of bishops each diocess may

elect, and of prescribing the circumstances under

which a suffragan, or assistant, or coadjutor,

may be chosen, and also the duties of such

bishops.

The Convention proceeded to the election,

by ballot, of eight delegates, to represent this

diocess in the next General Convention of the

Protestant Episcopal Church of the United

States : whereupon the following gentlemen

were duly elected, viz. :—Rev. Reuel Keith,

D. D , Rev. Henry W. Ducachet, Rev. Nicho-

las H. Cobbs, Rev. Edward C. M'Guire, Mr.

James M. Garnett, Dr. Carter Berkeley, Mr.

Hugh Nelson, and Mr. Philip Nelson.

The members of the Convention then pro-

ceeded to sign the testimonials in favour of the

Rev. William Meade, D. D., bishop elect.

We, whose names are underwritten, fully

sensible how important it is that tlie sacred of-

fice of a bishop should not be unworthily con-

ferred, and firiulv persuaded that it is our duty

to bear testimony on this solemn occasion with-
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out partiality or affection, do, in the presence

of Almighty God, testify that the Rev. William

Meade, D. D., is not, so far as we are informed,

justly liable to evil report, either for error in

religion or for viciousness in life ; and that we

do not know or believe there is any impediment

on account of which he ought not to be conse-

crated to that lioly office. We do, moreover,

jointly and severally declare, that we do in our

consciences believe him to be of such sufficien-

cy in good learning, such soundness in the faith,

and of such virtuous and pure manners and

godly conversation, that he is apt and meet to

exercise the office of a bishop to the honour of

God and the edifying of his church, and to be a

wholesome example to the flock of Christ.

Signers to the testimonials in favour of William

Meade.

The Rev. Ed. C. M'Guire, George Lemon,

Thomas Jackson, William Jackson, Henry W.
Ducachet, J. E. Jackson, William F. Lee, John

H. Wingfield, John Grammer, jr , Reuel Keith,

John P. M'Guire, John Cole, Frederick W.
Hatch, Charles Dresser, Ebenezer Boyden,

Nicholas H. Cobbs, John Cooke, William G.

H. Jones, Charles H. Page, George Archibald

Smith, James Doughen, Zachariah H. Gold-

smith, John Philips, Edward W. Peet, Caleb J.

Good, Nahum G. Osgood, Franklin G. Smith,

Carter Berkeley, M. U., William BoUing, Phil-

ip Nelson, Thomas Marshall, Gerraid Alex-

ander, Seth Ward, Isaac Winston, Richard

Shelton Ellis, William Mayo, John Gray, Ed-

mund I. Lee, John G. Williams, Parke F.

Berkeley, E. A. Morrison, M. D., George W.
Rothrock, Thomas Withers, jr., J. L. Thomas,

Hugh Nelson, John H. Hill, John Nelson, Benj.

B. Taliaferro, Francis J. Wiatt, Philip A. Boi-

ling, W. W. Webb, Hector Harris, Junius A.

Clay, William H. Thompson, W. S. Armistead,

Thurmer Hoggard, Obed Waite, John Stuart,

Edward B. Withers, and Thomas Nelson.

The Rev. William Meade, D. D., president

pro tempore of the Convention, appeared and

took his seat.

On motion, Resolved, That the next Conven-
tion of the Protestant Episcopal Church of the

Diocess of Virginia be held in the town of Win-
chester, on the third Thursday in May next.

And then, on motion, the Convention adjourn-

ed until a quarter before 4 o'clock.

Saturday Afternoon, May 23, 1829.

The Convention met according to adjourn-

ment.

Mr. Edmund I. Lee offered the following

resolution :

—

There shall be annually in the month of
,

in every church in this diocess, a sermon preached

by the rector thereof, on the duties and labours

of a bishop ; in which the minister shall lay before

his congregation the obligation and necessity of

supporting the bishop by voluntary contributions,

so as to relieve him from parochial labours ; which
sermon shall be followed by a collection m aid of

the episcopal fund established by a resolution of

tlie Convention of this diocess in the year 1816.

The amount of the collection in each church shall

be forthwith remitted by the minister thereof to

ihe trustees of the said fund, and he shall also re-

port the amount collected and remitted as afofe

said to the subsequent Convention of the diocess,

which report shall be entered on the journals of
the same.
The management and care of the said fund shall

be vested in three trustees, two of whom shall be
the church-wardens for the time being of Christ

Church, Alexandria, Fairfax parish, and the third

shall be appointed by the Convention. All money
now in the hands of the church -wardens aforesaid,

or which may hereafter be collected in any way,
or which may be received as donations or bequests

for this object, or be received as dividends or in-

terest on the stock held by the said church war-
dens as a part of the said fund, shall be loaned out
upon security of real estate, or invested m stock

of the United States, or in the stock of any incor-

porate and safe bank, at the discretion of the said

trustees ; and all securities and investments shall

be taken in the names of the said church-wardens
for the time being of Christ Church aforesaid, and
their successors, in trust as the Bishops' Fund. A
statement of the said fund and of the securities for

the same shall be exhibited at every stated meet-
ing of the Convention, signed by the trustees or a
majority of them. The said trustees shall hold
their office during the pleasure of the Conven-
tion.

The fund which has been raised and vested in

bank-stock, or which may be raised as aforesaid

for the support of the bishop, shall be permitted
to accumulate without diminution until its annual
amount shall become adequate, in the opinion of

the Convention, to the support of the bishop ; and
then, by the mutual consent of the bishop of the
diocess and of the Convention, he shall hold no
parochial charge, but shall devote his time and
labours to those duties which appertain to the

episcopal office, and particularly shall visit, at least

once a year, if practicable, each church and con-
gregation in his diocess. If the bishop shall omit
to perform the duties aforesaid without a sufficient

reason, to be judged of by the Convention, it shall

be in the power of the Convention to withdraw
the whole or part of the said annual income from
his use. And whenever the principal sum shall

yield an annual interest adequate to the object

aforesaid, the collections herein before directed to

be made shall be discontinued.

On motion, Resolved, That the said resolu-

tion be indefinitely postponed.

Ayes—Rev. John Cole, Charles Dresser,

Henry W. Ducachet, John Grammer, Frederick

W. Hatch, William Meade, Edw. C. M'Guire,

John P. M'Guire, Nahum G. Osgood, Edward
W. Peet, John Philips, George A. Smith, John

H. Wingfield; Messrs. Hector Harris, Thomas
Withers, jr., William H. Thompson, Carter

Berkelev, M. D., Junius A. Clay, Thomas Nel-

son, E. A. Morrison, M. D., Philip Nelson,

Westwood S. Armistead, Thurmer Hoggard,

Hugh Nelson, William Boiling, William Mayo,

Parke F. Berkeley, John Stuart, Gerrard Alex-

ander, John L. Thomas, and George W. Roth-

rock—31.

Noes—Rev. Ebenezer Boyden, Nicholas H.
Cobbs, John Cooke, Robert B. Croes, James
Doughen, Adam Empie, Caleb J. Good, Johan-

nes Edward Jackson, William Jackson, Thomas
Jackson, Reuel Keith, George Lemon, Charles

H. Page ; Messrs. Thomas Marshall, Philip A.

Boiling, Obed Waite, Edward B. Withers, John

Nelson, John G. Williams, Seth Ward, Walter

W. Webb, Isaac Winston, Richard S. Ellis,
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Edmund I. Lee, Benjamin B. Taliaferro, and

Francis J. Wiatt—26.

The Rev. Robert B. Croes, from the commit-
tee on the parochial reports, presented the fol-

lowing report, which was read and received :

—

The committee to whom were referred the pa-

rochial reports liave discharged the duty commu-
ted to them, and beg leave to offer the reports, as

coiulensed, to be mserted on the journals of this

Convention.
Russell parish, Bedford county. With unfeigned

gratitude to God, who, for the display of his glory,

sometimes works by the feeblest instruments, the

rector reports, that the state of the parish is more
interesting and encouraging than at any former

period. During the past year the spirrt of the

Lord has been poured out on the congregations,

and a number have been brought to profess an ex-

perimental knowledge of the truth. Thirty-two

members have been added to the communion, and
an increasing spirit of prayer and zeal seems to

prevail among the people. Besides those already

added, there are now fifteen or twenty who are

seriously concerned about the salvation of their

souls, many of whom, it is confidently believed,

will soon make a public confession of then: Sa-

viour.

From indications in his own parish and many
of the circumjacent counties, the rector is cheered

with the hope that a day of better things is dawn-
ing on our Zion. In all the southwestern coun-

ties of Virginia the field is ripe for the harvest,

and we only need ministers of self-denying habits

to enter in and labour. Even four or live mission-

aries would be incalculably useful, by organizing

congregations, by erecting new churches, by col-

lecting contributions to the Theological School,

and by securing to our cause multitudes who in a

few more years may otherwise be incorporated

among other denominations. Baptisms, of infants

twenty-eight, of adults fourteen—burials eight

—

marriages eight—communicants, one removed, one

withdrawn, total fifty-eight. N. H. Cobbs.

Frederick parish, Frederick county. During

the past year the minister has occasionally extend-

ed his labours to a distant part of the county, and

feels grateful to the great Head of the church that

those labours have not been altogether in vain.

Nine new communicants have been added to his

church during the last year, making the whole

number about sixty. Fifteen children have been

baptized, four of whom were coloured. A Sunday
School has been lately reorganized in his parish

with some prospects of usefulness. The attend-

ance of the congregation on public worship is

punctual, and their observance of the forms of the

church regular and devout; and, what is still more
gratifying to their minister, there is the encoura-

ging hope that a goodly number belong to the in-

visible church of Christ, and will be found among
the redeemed on the great day.

William Meade.
Christ Church,Winchester. The affairs of this

part of " Frederick parish" still preserve a pleas-

ing aspect. The pubUc worship of God, as well

as the subordinate means of grace, are well attend-

ed. The Sunday School has revived with re-

doubled energy, and the catechetical instruction

of the children of the congregation and of the Sun-

day School has been uninterruptedly contmued
on the first Sunday in every month.

The benevolent societies attached to the con-

gregation have put forth more than usual efforts

the past year, and more than double the amount

of funds have been raised than in any preceding

year.

The new church which was reported to the

last Convention as having been commenced, is

now m progression, and will be completed in a few
weeks.
During the past year there have been six added

to the communion—four have been called, it is

trusted, to exchange the church militant for the

church triumphant, and one valued member has
removed to a distant part of the diocess, leaving

the present number forty-eight. There have been
eleven marriages, nineteen baptisms, and fifteen

deaths.

The rector has also pleasure in stating, that the

church under his care in Norborne parish yields

some fruit to his ministry; there is a small acces-

sion of communicants, but it is hoped a consider-

able increase of devotion to God and love to the

church.
This place of worship, which has been built

many years, was never finished, but exertions liave

been made and a sufficient sum raised for that

purpose, which will be completed in the course of

the present summer. J. E. Jackson.
St. Paul's Church, Lynchburg. The painful

duty devolves upon the rector of reporting to the

Convention that the Sunday School of this church
is in a languishing condition. The exercises of

the Bible class are attended by a few members of

the congregation with some degree of mterest,

and, it is hoped, of benefit.

Liberal contributions have been made to the

funds of the Theological Seminary. An associa-

tion, under the title of " The Lynchburg Sewing
Society, auxiliary to the Education Society of the

Protestant Episcopal Church," has been formed

by a number of ladies, who have prosecuted their

benevolent undertaking with much industry, zeal,

and success. The rector gratefully acknowledges
their goodness in making hiin a life member of the

society to which theirs is auxiliary.

For the last year and a half a weekly prayer-

meeting has been held by female communicants
of this church, which has excited the happiest in-

fluence upon the spiritual interests of the congre-

gation, and doubtless has contributed largely to

that increase of the church during the year past

which has so far exceeded the accessions in any
former year. Communicants, removed two, added

sixteen, present number thirty-six—baptisms thir-

teen, of adults six, of infants seven—marriages

nine—burials fiva F. G. Smith.
Lexington parish. During the past year there

has been no remarkable improvement in the spir-

itual condition of the congregation. To the num-
ber of communicants sixteen have been added.

In the congregation in Nelson county there have

been four new communicants. The children of

the different congregations have been occasionally

catechised. There are two female Bible classes.

The ladies are about to organize an Auxiliary Ed-
ucation Society. Upon reviewing his labours for

three years past, the minister acknowledges with

gratitude the goodness of God. Marriages thiee

—baptisms twenty—funerals eleven—communi-
cants forty-eight. Chas. H. Page.

St. James's Church, Leesburg. It is with grati-

tude the rector reports, that he feels much encour-

aged in his labours in this parish. The attendance

upon his ministry is encouraging, and he has rea-

son to hope that the word preached is not without

some blessed effect.

The Sunday School, numbering seventeen

teachers and about one hundred scholars, is in a

prosperous condition, and regularly attended both

by the teachers and scholars. An excellent Ubra-

ry has been purchased for the use of the Sunday

School.
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A contribution has been made to the Coloniza-

ion Society. The rector has been constituted a

life member of the Education Society. And also,

by general contributions and the e.\ertions of the

ladies, a sufficient sum has been provided for en-

larging our church.

The rector officiates monthly at Aldie and Mid-
dleburg. He has also three Bible classes well

attended, from which, by the blessing of God, he
hopes much good will result. Marriages three

—

burials seven—baptisms, two adults and seventeen

children, eleven of whom were coloured.

Four persons have been added to the commu-
nion of the church. Tho.mas Jackson.

Hamilton and Leeds parishes. The rector hopes
that the interests of religion and of the church arc

strengthenuig in the parishes committed to his

care. The congregation of St. James's Church,
Warrenton (Hamilton parish), is, for the greater

part of the year, a large, and always an attentive

one. During the last fall they plastered and
painted the interior of their church, and it is now
one of the most comfortable houses of worship in

the country. A Bible class has been formed in

this congregation, and promises to be, under God,
instrumental of much good. The number of com-
municants has increased.

The Cool Spring congregation, Leeds parish,

has, during the last year, greatly recovered from
Its depressed state. The number of its communi-
cants, however, is as yet but small, and this sm;ill

number has suffered a heavy bereavement in the

death of a member whose increasing piety and zeal

promised much usefulness to the cause of God
and his church. Communicants, including both
parishes, between thirty and forty—baptisms
twelve—marriages nineteen— funerals nine.

Geo. Lemon.
Fredericksvillo parish, Charlottesville. The

state of this parish is believed to be constantly

improving—though slowly, yet, it is trusted, per-

manently. Our services have been continued at

the university, whether with any real benefit re-

mains yet to be seen.

A Sunday School, managed by able teachers,

and conducted on the most approved plan, has
been recently formed, in connexion with our Gen-
eral Episcopal Union, and consists of about seven-
ty scholars.

Six or eight new communicants have been ad-

ded, but by deaths and removals the whole num-
ber of communicants remains about the same as
reported at the last Convention. Baptisms about
twenty, of whom one was an adult.

V. VV. Hatch.
Tillotson parish, Buckingham county. This

parish was reorganized on the 22dof .lanuary, 1829,

during a visit ot the Kev. Mr. Hatch and the Rev.
Mr. Crocs, who ofliciated in the church at the

Merry Oaks on the 2lst, 22d, and 23d of the month.
The Rev. Mr. Cobbs and the Rev. Mr. Page have
since visited the parish, and preached both at the
Oaks and the courthouse, 'i'he vestry have suc-
ceeded m raising several hundred dollars for the
support of a minister, and are e.xtremely anxious
to be supplied with frequent religious services. A
Sunday School has heen organized, to be con-
ducted in the mode recommended by the General
Episcopal Sunday School Union. The number
of communicants is about twenty, and there are
several persons in addition who are waiting lor an
opportunity to commemoiate the love of then Sa-
viour over the symbols of his body and blood.

Junius A. Clay, ) ,, ,

Phiup A. Boi.Lixo, r ^^'^y'"^"-

Augusta parish, Staunton. I have preached in

this panah about four months. A Sunday School

of si.xty-five or seventy scholars has been estab*

I shed, for which a good library has been obtained.

A Bible class of about twenty -five members has
been lormed.

A subscription lately commenced for raising a
sum to build a church seven miles from Staunton,
where 1 have had service once in three weeks for

some time past, seems not likely to fail m its ob-

ject. At this place Episcopal services have not,

till recently, ever been enjoyed.

The congregation in Staunton have subscribed

a liberal sum for the purchase of an organ for the

church.
Number of baptisms twenty-five—candidates for

confirmation eight—communicants about twenty,
EBtNEZER BOVDEN.

St. Stephen's Church, Culpepper, and St.

Thomas's parish. Orange county. Since the last

Convention there has been no material change in

the condition ot these churches. The rector has,

since last fall, preached once a month at Stevens-

burg, and occasionally at other places. His con-

gregations have been invariably attentive and re-

spectful during divine service, and he hopes his

ministry will be the means of leading some to the

knowledge of ihe truih. Communicants in Cul-
pepper thirly-four, in Orange thirteen—marriages
three—funerals five.

George Archibald Smith.
St. Paul's Church, Alexandria. The affairs of

this congregation remain in a highly interesting

condition. Since the last Convention forty-two

persons have been confirmed, and twenty-five

added to the communion. Much serious inquiry

still prevails among us. Our various societies are
very prosperous. The Saturday and Sunday
Schools continue to exert their happy intiuence

on the morals and habits of the young, tiaining

them up to industrious, useful, and Christian lives.

We have, besides, three Bible classes in operation
for those of more advanced years; one for males,
and two for females. During the past year there

have been baptisms, of adults two, children forty-

three—marriages six—funerals twelve. The Sun-
day School contains about two hundred and fiHy

scholars. Present number of communicants is

about one hundred and sixty.

William Jackson.
St. George's Church, Fredericksburg. The

rector of this church, in presenting his ICth annual
report to the Convention, is happy m being able

to say that the last, like the preceding years, has
been marked by many cheering indications of the

continued goodness and favourof God the Saviour.

There has been in that tune the usual attention

of the people to the means of grace, and an unu-
sual number have been added to the church of

such as, he trusts, will be saved. There has also

been a fruitfulness in those good works which
ever distinguish and adorn the real followers of
the Redeemer. The various associations among
us for religious and charitable purposes have been
actively engaged in furiheniig their several designs

of benevolence towards the souls and bodies of

men. The Prayer-Book and Tract Society, the
Female Missionary Society, the Bible Society,

the Sunday and Charity Schools, and especially

the Bible classes, have greatly flourished, and dif-

fused the choicest blessings. Marriages seven

—

funerals eleven—baptisms twenty-five (five adults)

—communicants one hundred and fourteen.

Euw. C. M'GuiRK.
St. Martin's parish, Hanover and Louisa. .Since

the last Convention six communicants have been
added, some have died, and others have removed;
present number seventy—ten persons have been
conflrmtxl—of baptisms, there liave been fourteen
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•—of funerals ten—of marriages five. In addition

to the Bible, the Education, and the two Sunday
School Societies which before existed, and are

still carrynig on their useful operations, a number
of young ladies have formed a Workmg Society,
auxiliary to the Education Society, which contrib-

utes largely to its funds.

John Cooke.
St. John's Church, Richmond, Henrico parish.

Baptisms twenty-three—marriages five—funerals

eleven—communicants thirty-six. The present
rector assumed this charge in September last.

He would gratefully acknowledge the blessing of
God upon his humble labours, interrupted as they
have been by bodily infirmities ; and he is encour-
aged to hope that the ripening fruits will soon be
more abundantly manifested.
The weekly lectures are generally crowded,

and by those who seem deeply interested in the
truths of the word. The Sunday School llour-

ishes, and has connected with it a library of near
two hundred volumes. The Bible class, it is trust-

ed, will be the instrument of doing much good.
The Education Society promises to extend effi-

cient aid to the parent society. Recently there

has been formed a Missionary Society, auxiliary

to the Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society
of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the United
States, and the members of it have engaged with
zeal and spirit in the promotion of the important
measures for which they have associated.

William F. Lee.
St. Paul's and Brunswick parishes. King George

county. The rector of St. Paul's parish. King
George county, reports, that during the last year
he has been unable to enjoy more than one com-
munion season ; at that time there was an acces-
sion of five communicants, which makes the whole
number now about thirty. He has administered
the holy rite of baptism to twenty-two infants,

three of whom were coloured. He has likewise
baptized one adult ; marriages two, funerals two.
He has laboured, by means of weekly lectures,

Bible classes, &c., to lead his people to the saving
knowledge of Christ crucified. Since the last

Convention a Bible Society has been formed, by
means of which nearly three hundred Bibles have
been distributed throughout the county.

In Brunswick parish, where belabours one half
jof his time, the number of communicants is about
ten. There have been si.t infant baptisms, two
marriages, and two funerals. The old parish
church, which was in a state of decay, has been
put m complete repair. The Sunday School in

this parish has been productive of much good.
The recti>r hopes that, through the manilbid mer-
cies of God, bis labours will not be without per-

manent blessing. En. W. Peet.
St. Anne's and South Farnham parishes. The

pastor reports that there has been no striking

change in the condition of his charge since the last

Convention. He confidently believes, however,
that God's gracious blessing upon his ministra-

tions has produced some general improvement in

the spiritual state of the people.

The Education Society, Sunday Schools, and
Bible classes, heretofore reported, are still in ex-
istence. In reference to these I will merely re-

mark, that the organization of some of them has
lately been so improved as to render them more
powerful and efficient agents of the gospel.

In Lunenburg parish, Richmond county (where
the pastor of St. Anne's and South Farnham still

preaches twice a month), the prospect for good con-
tinues somewhat cheering. The Sunday School
in that parish, which was suspended during the
winter, has been again commenced with the meet

flattering prospects. Burials fifteen, of which two
were of communicants— marriages four— bap-
tisms sixteen, of which two were of adults and
three of coloured persons—communicants forty-

three (one coloured). J. P, M'Guire.
Antrim parish, Halifax county. This parish,

which was reorganized just before the last Con-
vention, through the agency of the Rev. Mr. Steel,
continued to enjoy his services two Sundays in a
month until Christmas; since that time my own
labours, which had previously been divided be-
tween four congregations, have been restricted to

three—two Sundays in a month being now devo-
ted to that which assembles in the courthouse.
Although the number of communicants has not
been increased during the last year, yet the pros-
pects of the church are brightening. There are
now Sunday Schools connected with two of the
congregations, in one of which, though recently
organized, more than one hundred scholars have
been enrolled. A considerable number of prayer-
books have been distributed during the past year,
and the number of those who join in the service
IS increasing. During the last four months a
weekly meeting has been held in the neighbour-
hood of the courthouse, on the plan recommended
by the bishop in his last year's parochial report.

Number of communicants professedly Episcopal,
twelve, Charles Dressek.

St. John's Church, Moore parish, Campbell
county. The minister reports that, during the
year, he has preached statedly to three congre-
gations. Twice a month at St. John's Church,
which has been built within the year ; once a
month at the courthouse, and once a month at

Brookneal. The responses in all the congrega-
tions are now more generally made than at any
former period. During the year between forty and
fifty prayer-books have been distributed. Bap-
tisms nine (one adult)—communicants six—fu-

nerals two. N. G. Osgood.
St. Margaret's parish, Caroline county. The

present minister having had the charge of the
church in this parish but a little more than four

months, is not enabled to report any special change
in the congregation. He officiates regularly at

the church, and once a month at the Round Oak
meetmg-house. There appears to be an increas-

ing attachment to our communion ; and the strong
prejudice which has existed for years against it

is gradually giving place to more enlightened and
liberal views. A Sunday School, numbering up-
wards of sixty scholars, has been established ; and
from the zeal of the teachers and the attention of
the scholars much good is anticipated. A Bible
class also, consisting of ten or twelve ladies, has
been commenced; a majority of these appear to

be anxiously seeking an experimental acquaint-
ance with the word of eternal life. Communi-
cants (two added), twenty-six—baptisms, one
adult (by immersion). Caleb I. Goon.

St. James's parish, Northam, Goochland county.
So recent has been the present minister's connex-
ion with this parish, that he is unable to speak of

It particularly. The services of the church are

well attended, and an increasing interest in her

prosperity is manifested. James Doughen.
Cumberland parish, Lunenburg county. Com-

municants eight—funerals two.

John Philips.
Bath parish, Dinwiddle county, and St. An-

drew's, Brunswick. Since the last report no im-
portant change has occurred in Bath parish, and
the rector has been constrained to mourn over the

apparent deadness to spiritual things which pre-

vails. There are, however, encouraging circum-

stances which afionl him grounds for hope. The
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Sunday School and Bible class, though each very

small, exert, it is trusted, a beneficial influence.

Early in the last year the rector commenced
preaching at Lawrenceville, Brunswick county

;

and, perceiving a greater prospect of usefulness in

this county tlian in Greensville, he was constram-
ed, though with great reluctance, to discontmue
his appointments at Hicksford. An effort has

been made to erect a church at Lawrenceville,
which has proved so far successful as to encour-
age the hope that it will be ready for use in July
next. On the hrst Saturday in April last, an ex-

position was attempted of the constitution and pe-

culiarities of our church ; of the advantages of its

liturgy, and of the manner and spirit in which it

should be used ; after which a vestry was elected,

the old parish of St. Andrew's revived, and a rec-

tor chosen. On that day a large congregation
united for the first time in the regular service of

the church. The present prospects of this parish

are encouraging, and it is hoped that the undivided
services of a minister may in a few years be se-

cured. Communicants in both parishes twenty-
seven : one has died during the last year, and thir-

teen have been added—baptisms fifteen— marria-

ges si.^c—funerals eleven. John Grammer.
Bristol parish, Petersburg. The rector reports

to the Convention that, though no occurrences of

any great importance have taken place in this par-

ish since the last Convention, he has the satisfac-

tion to remark that we are in a state of progres-

sive improvement
;
public worship is well attend-

ed ; and the number of communicants, though not
so numerous as might be expected or desired,

from the extent of the parish, increases every year

;

several members have been added during the pres-

ent year. The Sunday School is now unconnect-
ed with that of any other denomination, and is in

a prosperous condition. The Female Education
Society is still assiduous in promoting the inter-

ests of the parent society, as may be seen in the
amount of moneys sent to Alexandria every year.

The female weekly prayer-meeting is regularly

attended. The Female Missionary Society have
also been zealously engaged in endeavouring to

supply the spiritual wants of the surrounding
country. The Rev. Mr. Grammer devoted a part

of his time for four months during the last year to

the service of this society ; and since that time
they have been enabled to engage the services of
the Rev. Mr. Cole, who has been employed by
them for three months in the county of Surry.
Marriages six—baptisms twelve—deaths nineteen.

Andrew Syme.
In Surry, where our church has scarcely been

known except to her prejudice lor more than
twenty years, she is, it is hoped, again reviving,

and the prejudices in regard to her are subsiding.

Efforts have been made during the past year to

repair the churches in this county, and to raise a

salary for the present minister ; two of the
churches have been partially repaired, and, we
hope, before the expiration of the present year, will

be completed. The actual members of our com-
munion in this county are but few, consequently
we have had to encounter many difficulties (some
of which still exist), in estiblishing the regular

services of the church. Two Sunday Schools
have just been commenced, from which, by the

blessing of God, we anticipate much lasting good.

Baptisms three. John Cole.
Newport parish, Isle of Wight. The recort of

St. Luke's Church in this parish reports, that

there h<ive been but few additions to the commu-
nion in that congregation during the past year ; the

church, however, appears to be gradually rising,

aad it is hoped the time is not far distaiit when

her prospects will brighten, and afford cheering en-
couragement.
The building has undergone considerable re

pairs since the last Convention, and in a few
weeks will be placed in comfortable order. The
ladies of the congregation have contributed S30 to

make the rector a life member of the Education
Society, for which he makes his grateful aknowl-
edgments.

St. Paul's, Suffolk. This church is still under
the care of the rector of St. Luke's ; there has
been but little change since the last report. Mar-
riages five—baptisms six—funerals three, in both.

WiLLiA.M G. H. Jones.
Trinity Church, Portsmouth parish. The rec

tor reports, that, as far as he can discover, there
has been but htlle or no change in the spiritual

condition of his charge since the last Convention.
Four members have been added to the list of com-
municants, while several have removed from the
parish, which leaves the number about the same
as last reported. The congregation is as large as
the number of pews in the church will admit.
Liberal subscriptions, to the amount of $1,800,
have been obtained for the purpose of enlarging the
church, to which it is intended to add a steeple,

and also a vestry-room—the whole design, accord-
ing to estimate, will leave us in debt about $1,700,
for the liquidation of which we depend upon the
future increase of our congregation, and the as-

sistance of friends abroad.

There are in connexion with this congregation
a Bible class, Sunday School, and Female Work-
ing Society, all of which it is believed are effect-

ing some good. Marriages four—baptisms nine
^communicants twenty-six—funerals four—fami-
lies forty. John H. Wingfield.

Christ Church, Norfolk (Elizabeth River par-

ish). Since the last Convention there have been
baptized thirty-two persons, of whom five were
adults ; there have been four marriages and twen-
ty-four funerals. Seventeen have been confirm-
ed, and thirteen admitted to the communion, one
of whom. It may be interesting to state, was deaf
and dumb. The present number of communicants
is two hundred and two. The new church was
consecrated by the Right Rev. the Bishop on
Sunday, 9th of November last. The old parish
church has been appropriated and is to be fitted

up expressly for the use of the Sunday School,
now in a very encouraging condition, numbering
twenty-two teachers, one hundred and ninety
scholars, and upwards of three hundred volumes
in Its library. The Auxiliary Education Society
continues to flourish ; and has, during the last

year, contributed to the funds of the parent insti-

tution $;iyG 50; besides $60 for the outfit of a
beneficiary from this parish. The temporal pros-
perity of the church is perhaps greater than it has
ever been in past years; and, in its spiritual con-
cerns, we are not without pleasing evidences of
the Lord's presence and blessing.

Henry W. Ducachet.
Monumental Church, Richmond. Communi-

cants, six deceased, twelve removed, nineteen
added—present number, one hundred and seventy.
Baptisms in the last yeir about thirty-five, of
which one was of an adult. Sunday scholars
one hundred and seventy-five, diligently instruct-
ed by ten male and nineteen female teachers.
Weekly services are held, either in the church
or the new and commodious Sunday School-room.
The assistant minister continues his exercises
with the catechetical class and the two Bible
classes, the number of members of which is

about the same as reported last j-ear. Much
praise is due to the superintendents and teachers



CONVENTION OF 1829. 235

of the Sunday School, who, by the aid of the ex-

cellent system of instruction provided by the Gen-
eral E])isc()pal Sunday School Union, and the

useful niag:i/ines issued by that society, have
been enabled very materially to improve the gen-

eral character and discipline of the school.

To the credit of the congregation it ought to

be mentioned, that in the course of the last two
years they have contributed at least f 1,e50 for

purposes connected with the church, in addition

to their ordinary expenses, which are not light,

viz.: For tinishing the monument, .'6!l,20O; for

the Theological Seminary and Education Socie-

ty, about !b;2,'200 ; for the Sunday School-room,
55IKX) , and for the Domestic and Foreign Mission-

ary Society of the Proiestant Episcopal Church
in the United States, $350.

Richard Channino Moore.
Bruton parish, Williamsburg. The rector re-

ports during the last year sixteen baptisms—eight

marriages, six of which were of coloured persons

—and six funerals, two of which were of infants,

and two of the remaining adults belonging not to

the parish. Of the communicants, two have
died, and nine new ones have been added, of

which one is an African. The present number is

forty-five.

Through the divine blessing, the present state

of religion in the parish is, as we have reason to

believe, promising and improving. A second
weekly meeting lor religious exercises has lately

been established ; and as the first is conducted by
the female, this will be under the management
of the male communicants. The Bible Society,

in order to e.xtend its usefulness, has resolved to

dislnbute prayer-books and tracts as well as Bibles

in Williamsburg and the adjoming counties.

A. Emfie.
Elizabeth City parish. The congregation at

Hampton has undergone no material change since

the last report. Pews have been erected, and
arrangements made for some additional improve-
ments in the church. During the last month an
association, consisting of the Rev. Messrs. Duca-
chet, Wingfield, and Empie, was held, and the

church was opened for three successive days.

The rector still continues (as per last report)

to minister to the congregation at Fortress Mon-
roe, composed of the citizens and the military.

A considerable reduction of the military force at

that poet has recently taken place, and conse-
quently the congregation is materially diminished.

The general attendance, however, at the church,

of those who remain, together with the citizens,

is encouraging, and is considered as the precursor

of some spiritual good. The Sunday School is

still continued with good success. Baptisms
seventeen—communicants thirty—marriages six

—funerals nine. M. L. Chevers.
St. George's parish, Accomack county. The

rector reports that he has performed regular ser-

vices in this parish since July last. In conse-
quence of the parish being vacant for several years

previous to his location, the church has evidently

suffered much. He trusts, however, that, under
the blessing of the Almighty, it will soon revive.

The congregations were small at first, but have
been gradually increasing. A Bible Society and
a Tract Society have been formed within the last

two months. Communicants twenty-eight—bap-

tisms twenty-three—funerals three.

Zachariah H. Goldsmith.

The Rev. Frederick W. Hatch, from the

committee upon the state of the church in this

diocess, presented the following report and ac-

companying resolutions ;

—

The committee on the state of the church had
hoped, before making their report to the Conven-
tion, to have been in possession of the informa-
tion usually communicated by the bishop at our
annual meetings ; but, failing in this wish, and
being now without any expectation of the bishop's

arrival, they beg leave to state, with a reference

to the only sources of information accessible,

That they consider the general condition of the
church in this diocess, and its future prospects, as
flattering in a degree beyond what they have been
at any previous [jeriod since its revival.

To whatever quarter our attention is turned, we
are animated with the view of increased and still

increasing prosperity.

Our parishes, where regular ministrations are
had, exhibit, as appears to your committee, evi-

dences of improvement which call for the fervent

gratitude of all our hearts, and invite us to re-

newed efforts for the extension of the Redeemer's
kingdom and the salvation of souls. In the min-
istry there is zeal and ardour regulated by pru-

dence, and among the people a warm attachment
to the offices and doctrines of the church.

Ancient prejudices, arising chiefly from the
state and condition of our communion at the
period of the disruption of those political ties by
which we were held in connexion with England,
and which there never have been wanting efforts

to keep alive and to perpetuate, are gradually

yielding to better feelings and convictions of truth.

But, amid much that is cheering, and by which
our hearts are made glad, there is nevertheless

what impresses our mmds with sorrow, and de-

mands our continued prayers to the great Head of

the church.
There are " waste places" which require to be

rebuilt—there is desolation which calls for our
tears and supplications. Many are destitute of
ministrations which in their infancy they were
taught to love, and to whose peculiar excellence

their ri{>er judgment bears decisive testimony.

They call for these ministrations—they await
them with anxious and aching hearts—with hearts

deeply saddened by " hope long deferred." But
where are the labourers to enter on this ground
and gather in this harvest, who shall carry to

these famished souls the bread of life ! The sup-

plies from our seminary are inadequate to the de-

mands upon it—foreign resources are uncertain.

To the Missionary Society just established by this

Convention, do the committee look with cheering

hopes of the needed relief in this our deep ne-

cessity.

The committee being deeply impressed with
the sense of the propriety of preserving the Chris-

tian purity and the proper dignity of the Conven-
tions of this diocess, recommend to the Conven-
tion the adoption of an amendment to the second
article of the constitution, by adding to the same
the following words ;

" and provided also, that

such delegate or delegates shall, previously to

taking his or their scat in Convention, comply
with the subscription required of vestrymen." In
conformity wherewith, the committee recommend
the following resolutions :

—

Resolved, That, agreeably to the provisions of
the thirteenth article of the constitution, notice be
transmitted to the several vestries of the parishes

in this diocess, that it is projiosed at the next
Convention to amend the second article of the

constitution, by adding to the same the following

words ;
" and provided also, that such delegate or

delegates shall, previously to taking his or their

seat in Convention, comply with the subscription

required of vestrymen."

In relation to the devise made by Evan Rag-
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land, the committee recommend the adoption of

the following resolution :

—

Resolved, 'I'hat William Leigh, Esq. be re-

quested to hold the bonds of Edmund Irby for

collection, to proceed to collect the money due
npon the bonds as soon as the last bond shall be-

come due, and to make a report of his proceedings

to the next Convention.

All which is respectfully submitted,
F. W. Hatch, Chairman.

On motion, Resolved, That the said report be

accepted, and the resolutions adopted.

On motion. Resolved, That leave of absence

for the remainder of the session be granted to

Mr. Philip A. Boiling.

On motion, Resolved, unanimously. That the

thanks of this Convention be tendered to the

minister of the Presbyterian church in this

place, for the liberal and kind offer of his church

for the use of the Convention.

On motion, Kesolved, That the thanks of this

Convention be tendered to the citizens of this

place, for their kind and hospitable attentions lo

the members of the Convention during its session.

On motion, Resolved, That the thanks of this

Convention be presented to the secretary and
treasurer for their faithful services.

On motion, Resolved, That one thousand

copies of this journal be printed, and distributed

by the secretary among the parishes, under the

superintendence of the bishop.

Resolved, That the treasurer pay to the sec-

retary his expenses incurred in attending this

Convention.

Resolved, That the treasurer pay to the door-

keeper of this Convention six dollars for his

services.

The Rev. William Meade, from the board of

trustees of the Theological School, presented

the following report, which was received :

—

Report of the Board of Trustees of the Theological

School of the Episcopal Church of Virginia.

The trustees of this institution are enabled to

report, that the blessing of Almighty God seems
still to attend all their efforts in its behalf Within
the last two years about nineteen thousand dol-

lars have been added to our former subscription,

more than eleven thousand dollars of which have
been paid and applied to the purchase of a. farm,
to the erection of buildings, and to other pur-
poses of the irustitution. What has been sub-
scribed is still, however, far from sufficient to

place our institution on a sure and respectable
foundation.

The treasurer's account will show the amount
of the funded capital, and that it still falls far

short of what is needed for the comfortable sup-
port of one professor. Relying upon that Provi-
dence which has hitherto opened the hearts and
hands of so many friends, to enable us to com-
mence this work and prosecute it to its present
state, we still cherish the pleasing hope that it

will increase more and more each year in useful-

ness, and that its friends will never permit it to

suffer for want of those pecuniary aids which are
essential to its prosperity.

During the past year twenty -seven candidates
for the ministry have been enrolled on the list of
students at the seminary, though only seventeen
of these have been pursuing the regular study of
divimty, the remainder being chielly engaged in
•ome preparatory studies.

Of the members of the seminary during the
present session, one is from North Carolina, seven
Irom Virginia, five from Maryland, three Irom
Pennsylvania, five from New-York, three from
Vermont, one from Coiineciicut, and two from
Massachusetts.

'I'he number of the first class at present is seven.
In pursuing the course ol studies marked out

by the " Regulations of the Seminary," the gentle-
men composing the first class have reail, on the
" Evidences ot Revelation," about one half of the
first volume of ''Home's Introduction," together
with such other authors who have discusseo wuh
ability the subjects treated ul m the text-book,
as were designated by the professor. Tliey have
read critically, and with a cont-tant releience to

the most approved commentators, the whole of
the Greek Harmony of the histoncul books of the
New Testament. On the interpretation of the
New Testament, they have recited to the proles-

sor a very large part ot the second volume of
Home's Introduction, and Ernesti on Interpreta-
tion, &,c.

About the first of January the class commenced
the study of Hebrew, and have read fifteen chap-
ters in the book ol Genesis, and are now pursuing
their studies by the aid which the Hebrew Chris-
tomathy of Professor Stuart affords. '1 he class
have been required to produce to the professor
once a week original compositions on the most im-
portant proofs of divine revelation, and occasion-
ally a critical dissertation on some difficult pas-
sages of the New Testament.
The industry and general good conduct of the

students have met with the warm commendation
of the professors.

The second class have read and undergone
satisfactory exanunation on nearly the whole of
Mosheim's Church History, with reference to
Milner, and such other ecclesiastical histories as
the library afforded. And, in addition to tlie study
of ecclesiastical history, this class has been en-
gaged in the critical study of the Epistles in Greek,
and of the Prophet Isaiah in Hebrew ; they have
also, in accordance with the laws of the institu-

tion, completed a comprehensive system of Scrip-
tural Divinity, making the Bible in its original

languages the sole text-book preparatory to the
examination of human systems and the articles

of our church. During the present month an ex-
amination of the students has taken place, in the
presence of the bishop and other trustees, which
proved creditable to mstructers and pupils. At
that tune three of the candidates were admitted
to holy orders by the bishop ot our diocess. Prom
this institution we have already received a num-
ber of useful labourers in the ministry of our
church, and to it must we look for those faithful

labourers yet needed to build up the many waste
plact's of our Zion. We therefore most ear-
nestly recommend it to the continued and increas-
ing prayers and charity of the friends of the
church, and, above all, to the protection and bles-
sing of Heaven.

Resolved, That the names of the subscribers
to the Theological School since May, 1827, be
published with the Journals of the Convention.

Mr. Hugh Mercer having resigned his office

as a trustee of the Theological School, Mr.
Robert P. Waring was duly elected.

On motion. Resolved, That the following be
adopted as an additional canon.

I'hat the election of lay delegates to the Con-
vention shall be certified cither by the chuich-
wardens or by the clerk of the vestry.
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On motion, Resolved, That the sum of one

hundred and fifty doUiirs be appro[)riHted to the

bishop for his e])iscopal services for the support

of his assistant out of the contingent fund, to

make up, with the sum paid in for that purpose

during the present Convention, the sum of three

hundred dollars, in pursuance of the pledge

made by the Convention in the year 182G.

On motion of the Rev. E. C. M'Guire, it was
Resolved, That this Convention, regarding

the intemperate use of ardent spirits as one of

the most desolating and alarming vices of our

country, as presenting one of the most formi-

dable of all barriers to ihe spread of the gospel

of our Lord and Saviour—feels itself called upon

to express its decided approbation of the efforts

that are making in many sections of our land to

arrest the progress of this acknowledged evil,

and to pray that abundant success may crown
the labours of the Christian, the patriot, and the

philanthropist, in their laudable associations for

this important purpose.

Resolved, That the Rev Reuel Keith, the

Rev. Nicholas H. Cobbs, the Rev. Henry W.
Ducachet, M. D., the Rev. Edward C. M'Guire,

Dr. Carter Berkeley, and Mr. Philip Nelson, be,

and they are hereby nominated, trustees to the

General Theological Seminary of the Protestant

Episcopal Church of the United StatGs.

Resolved, That the treasurer pay to the Rev.

William Meade, D. D., bishop elect, and to the

delegates to represent this diocess in the next

General Convention of the Protestant Episcopal

Church of the United States, the sum of fifty

dollars each, to defray their expenses in attend-

mg the said Convention.

Resolved, That the treasurer pay the quota

due from this diocess to the General Conven-
tion, to defray the expenses of the same.

And then, on motion, the Convention ad-

journed, to meet in the town of Winchester, on
the third Thursday in May next.

William Meade, D. D,, President.

Teste, John G. Williams, Secretary.

Journal of the Proceedings of the Convention of the Protestant Episcopal Church of the Diocess

of Virginia, which assembled in the town of Winchester, on Thursday, the 20th of May, 1830.

This being the day and place appointed for

the annual meeting of the Convention of the

Protestant Episcopal Church of the Diocess of

Virginia, several clergymen and lay delegates

attended divine service in the Episcopal Church

in this town.

Morning prayers were read by the Rev. Ed-
ward C. M'Guire, and a sermon preached by

the Rev. Nicholas H. Cobbs.

After divine service (the Right Rev. Bishop

Moore being absent), the Right Rev. William

Meade, D. D., assistant bishop of the diocess,

took the chair as president of the Convention.

The following clergymen, entitled to seats in

this Convention, appeared, viz. :

—

The Rev. Ebenezer Boyden, Augusta parish,

Staunton ; the Rev. Nicholas H. Cobbs, Russell

parish, Bedford county ; the Rev. John Cole,

Abingdon and Ware parishes, Gloucester ; the

Rev. John Cooke, St Martin's parish, Hanover

and Louisa counties ; the Rev. James Doughen,

parish of St. James, Northam, Goochland county
;

the Rev. Charles Dresser, Antrim parish, Halifax

county ; the Rev. Henry W. Ducachet, M. D.,

Christ Church, Norfolk ; the Rev. Adam Empie,

rector of Bruton parish, and President of Will-

iam and Mary College, Williamsburg ; the

Rev. Caleb J. Good, St. Margaret's parish,

Caroline county ; the Rev. John Grammer,
Bath parish, Dinwiddie county ; the Rev. Fred-

erick W. Hatch, Fredericksville parish, Albe-

marle county ; the Rev. Johannes Edward Jack-

son, Christ Church, Frederick parish, Frederick

county ; the Rev. William Jackson, St. Paul's

Church, Alexandria ; the Rev. Thomas Jack-

son, Shelburne parish, Loudoun county ; the

Rev. Alexander Jones, St. Andrew's parish,

Jefferson county ; the Rev. Reuel Keith, D.

D., Professor in the Theological School of this

diocess, near Alexandria ; the Rev. George
Lemon, Hamilton and I^eeds parishes, Fauquier
county ; the Rev. Edward R. Lippit, Professor

in the Theological School of this diocess, near

Alexandria ; the Rev. William F. Lee, Rich-
mond ; the Rev. Edward C. M'Guire, St.

George's parish, Fredericksburg ; the Rev.
John P. M'Guire, Christ Church, Fairfax parish,

Alexandria ; the Rev. Nahuin G. Osgood,
Moore's parish, Campbell county, and Tillotson

parish, Buckingham county ; the Rev. Edward
W. Peet, Henrico parish, Henrico county ; the

Rev. Zachariah Meade, St. Anne's parish, Al-

bemarle county.

Ordered, That the Rev. William Jackson and
Mr. Obed Waite be a committee to examine
the certificates of lay delegates ; who then with-

drew, and, after a short time, returned and pre-

sented the following report :

—

The committee to whom were referred the

certificates of the lay delegates have, according

to order, examined the same, and report, that

the following persons have been duly elected

lay delegates to this Convention, and that their

certificates are in the form prescribed by the

canon, viz. :

—

Thomas M. Ambler, Moore parish, Campbell
county ; Thomas Nelson, Portsmouth parish,

Norfolk county ; Dr. Isaac Winston, St. Ste-

phen's Church, Culpepper county ; Dr. Carter

Berkeley, St. John's Church, Elizabeth City

parish ; Junius A. Clay, Tillotson parish, Buck-

ingham county ; Samuel Pryor, Bath parish,

Dinwiddie county ; John F. Clark, Antrim

parish, Halifax county ; Obed Waite, Christ

Church, Winchester ; Seth Ward, St. Paul's

Church, Lynchburg ; Benjamin Wiggenton,
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Church, Winchester; Seth Ward, St. Paul's

Church, Lynchburg ; Benjamin Wiggenton,
Russell parish, Bedford county ; Philip Nelson,

Frederick parish, Frekerick county ; Francis

Nelson, St. Martin's parish, Hanover and Lou-
isa counties ; Parke F. Berkeley, St. Marga-
ret's parish, Caroline county ; Edmund L Lee,

Christ Church, Fairfax parish, Alexandria

;

John Gray, St. George's Church, Fredericks-

burg ; George M. Carnngton, Henrico parish,

Henrico county ; John A. W. Smith, Hamilton
parish, Fauquier county ; Thomas Griggs, St.

Andrew's parish, Jefierson county ; William B.

Richards, St. Paul's Church, Alexandria ; John
G. Williams, Monumental Church, Richmond

;

John E. Page, St. James's parish, Mecklenburg
county ; Francis Silver, Christ Church, Nor-
borne parish, Berkeley county.

That the following persons appear to have
been duly elected, but the certificates of their

appointment are not in the form prescribed by
the said canon.

Robert P. Waring, St. Anne's parish, Essex
county ; Benjamin Pollard, Christ Church,
Norfolk ; William C. Latane and Thomas L.

Latane, South Farnham parish, Essex county
;

John Stuart and Francis C. Fitzhugh, St. Paul's

parish, King George county ; George Sharp,

Hampshire parish, Hampshire county ; Lewis
Berkeley, St. James's Church, Shelburne, Lou-
doun county ; John Carter, St. Anne's parish,

Albemarle county ; Thomas Marshall, Leeds
parish, Fauquier county ; George F. Washing-
ton, Bruton parish, Williamsburg.

On motion, Resolved, That the report of the

committee be received, and that those persons

who are reported to be duly elected, but whose
certificates are not in the form prescribed by

the canon, be admitted to their seats in this

Convention.

On motion. Resolved, That Mr. Benjamin
Ferguson be received as the lay delegate of

the parish of St. Mark's, Culpepper county, it

appearing to the Convention that he was duly

elected to represent said parish, but was pre-

vented from obtaining the certificate of appoint-

ment by high waters.

On motion of Mr. Edmund L Lee,
Resolved, That the following rules of order,

adopted by the last Convention for the govern-
ment of their proceedings, be the rule of pro-

ceeding during the present Convention.
1. The business of every day shall be intro-

duced with prayer.

2. When the president takes the chair, no
member shall continue standing, or shall after-

ward stand up, except to address the chair.

3. No member shall absent himself from the

service of the house unless he have leave, or

be unable to attend.

4. When any member is about to speak in

debate, or deliver any matter to the house, he
shall, with due respect, address himself to the

president, confining himself strictly to the point

in debate.

5. No member shall speak more than twice

in the same debate without leave of the house.

6. A question being once determined shall

stand as the judgment of the house, and shall

not be again drawn into debate during the same
session, unless with the consent of two thirds of

the house.

7. While the president is putting any ques-

tion, the members shall continue in their seats,

and shall not hold any private discourse.

8. Every member who shall be in the house
when any question is put, shall, on a division,

be counted, unless he be personally interested

in the decision.

9. No motion shall be considered as before

the house unless it be seconded, and, when re-

quired, reduced to writing.

10. When any question is before the house,

it shall be determined upon before any new
thing is introduced, except the question of ad-

journment.

11. The question on a motion of adjourn-

ment shall be taken before any other, and with-

out debate.

12. When the house is about to rise, every

member shall keep his seat until the president

shall leave the chair.

On motion of the Rev. Dr. Ducachet,

Resolved, That the following rule be adde^
to the rules of order adopted for the govern-

ment of the Convention :

—

That none of the rules of order shall be sus-

pended without the concurrence of two thirds

of the members present.

On motion of Mr. Edmund L Lee,

Resolved, That the president shall, in his dis-

cretion, select a pew within the limits of those

allotted for the use of the members, which pew
shall be appropriated for the accommodation of

visiting clergymen and students of the Theo-
logical School, who may be invited to the same
by the president, without any special applica-

tion to the Convention.

Mr. John G. Williams presented the memo-
rial of the vestry of Christ Church, in the city

of Richmond, praying that they may be recog-

nised by the Convention, and that the delegate

whom they have appointed may he received.

On motion. Resolved, That the said memo-
rial, with the accompanying documents, be re-

ferred to a select committee ; and a committee

was appointed of Mr. Thomas Marshall, Mr.
John G. WiUiams, the Rev. Mr. Empie, Mr.

Obed Waite, and Col. George M. Carrington.

Col. George M. Carrington presented the re-

monstrance of the wardens and vestry of Hen-
rico parish, against the reception of Christ

Church, in the city of Richmond, by the Con-
vention ; which, on his motion, was, with the

accompanying documents, referred to the same
committee to whom the memorial was referred.

On motion of the Rev. Mr. Grammer,
Resolved, That the 10th canon be altered,

by striking out the word " eight," and inserting,

in lieu thereof, " five," so as to cause it to read,

" On Easter-Monday, each parish shall elect five

vestrymen ; but, when it is deemed e.xpedient,

the number may be increased to twelve," &c.
Ordered, That the Rev. George Lemon, the

Rev. William Jackson, the Rev. Adam Empie,

the Rev. Nicholas H. Cobbs, Mr. Thomas
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Marshall, Mr. Edmund I. Lee, and the Rev. Dr.
Ducachet, be a committee to take into consid-
eration the state of the church in this diocess,
and report thereupon to this Convention.

Ordered, That the Kev. l-"rederick W. Hatch,
the Rev. Charles Dresser, and the Rev. Ebene-
zer Boyden, be a committee to examine the
parochial reports.

Ordered, That the Rev. Edward C. M'Guire,
John P. M'Guire, and Mr. William B. Richards,
be a committee to examine the state of the fund
for the support of the widows and orphans of
deceased clergymen.

Ordered, That the Rev. Thomas Jackson,
Mr. Obed Waite, and Mr. Edmund I. Lee, be a
committee to examine the accounts of the
treasurer of the fund for the permanent support
of the episcopate in this diocess.

Ordered, That the Rev. William F. Lee and
the Rev. Alexander Jones be a committee to

examine the treasurer's accounts.

On motion. Resolved, That when this Con-
vention adjourn to-day, it adjourn to meet to-

morrow morning, at 9 o'clock.

On motion. Resolved, That Mr. Obed Waite
have leave of absence from the service of this

house to-morrow morning.
And then, on motion, the Convention ad-

journed until to-morrow morning, 9 o'clock.

Friday, May 21, 1830.

The Convention met according to adjourn-

ment, and was opened with prayer by the Right
Rev. Bishop Meade.

Mr. Alexander Stephen, a lay delegate of

Norborne parish, appeared, produced a certifi-

cate of his appointment, and took his seat.

Mr. Thomas Marshall, from the committee to

whom were referred the memorial of the vestry

of Christ Church, and the remonstrance of the

church of Henrico parish, presented the follow-

ing report :

—

The committee to whom were referred the me-
morial of the vestry of Christ Church, in the city

of Richmond, praymg that their church may be
admitted to a representation in the Convention,
and the remonstrance of the wardens and vestry-

men of Henrico parish, adverse thereto, beg leave
to report ;

—

That they have carefully examined the said me-
morial and remonstrance, together with the ac-

companying documents, and are of opinion that

the harmony, and quiet, and prosperity of the
church, will be more promoted by acceding to the
wishes of the petitioners than by rejecting the
same. There is good ground t believe thato many
of those who are anxious to form the new church,
in the establishment of which their convenience
is deeply interested, could not be induced to re-

turn to the old Henrico parish church. Your com-
mittee have not deemed it necessary or advisable
to give a detailed statement of the considerations
which occasioned or the circumstances which at-

tended the establishment of the new church, be-

cause that course would be calculated to promote,
and possibly to perpetuate, the painful excitement
by which the friends of either church have been
affected. It is sufficient to say, that the course
which the petitioners have pursued seems to your
committee, upon an attentive investigation of the

whole subject, to have been strictly canonical, and

that all the constitutional requisites have been
comphed with. They therefore recommend to
the Convention the adoption of the following
resolution :

—

" Resolved, That the memorial of the vestry of
Christ Church, in the city of Richmond, is reason-
able, and that their lay delegate be adrnitted to a
seat in this body."

And, on the question being put upon agree-
ing; with the committee in their report and reso-
lution, the same was carried in the affirmative.

Ayes—Bishop Meade, the Rev. Ebenezer
Boyden, Nicholas H. Cobbs, John Cole, John
Cook, James Doughen, Charles Dresser, Henry
W. Ducachet, Adam Empie, Caleb J. Good,
John Grammer, Frederick W. Hatch, Johannes
Edward Jackson, William Jackson, Thomas
Jackson, Alexander Jones, Reuel Keith, Geo.
Lemon, Edward R. Lippit, Edward C. M'Guire,
John P. M'Guire, Nahum G. Osgood, Zacha-
riah Mead ; Messrs. Thomas M. Ambler,
Thomas Nelson, Isaac Winston, Carter Berke-
ley, Junius A. Clay, Samuel Pryor, John F.
Clark, Obed Waite, Seth Ward, Benjamin Wig-
ginton, Philip Nelson, Francis Nelson, Parke
F. Berkeley, Edmund I. Lee, John Gray, John
A. W. Smith, Thomas Griggs, William B.
Richards, John G. Williams, John E. Page,
Francis Sdver, Robert P. Waring, Benjamin
Pollard, Thomas L. Latane, John Stuart, Fran-
cis C. Fitzhugh, George Sharp, Lewis Berke-
ley, John Carter, Thomas Marshall, George F.
Washington, Alexander Stephen, and Benjamin
Ferguson—56.

Noes—George M. Carrington and William
C. Latane—2.

Mr. Samuel C. Nichols produced a certificate

of his appointment as a lay delegate of Christ
Church, Richmond, and took his seat.

The following pastoral address of Bishop
Moore was then read :

—

To the Co7ivention of the Protestant Episcopal Church
of the Diocess of Virgi7iia.

Dear Brethren,—In conformity with the can-
ons of the church, I hereby present you with an
account of my labours during the last year.

Immediately after my recovery from the illness

with which I was confined the last spring, in the
county of Orange, I repaired to Fredericksburg,
at which place I preached, and adnutted to the
order of deacons Mr. N. Osgood ; I then continued
my journey through the Northern Neck of Virginia,

in company with the Rev. Mr. Feet and Mr.
M'Guire

;
preaching in the churches in the coun-

ty of King George, and at Mattox Bridge, in West-
moreland ; at the courthouse, Richmond county

;

in White Chapel and Christ Church, Lancaster
county ; at the church and courthouse, Northum-
berland county ; at Wicomico Church, in West-
moreland ; and, again passing through Richmond
county, the Rev. Mr. Feet fulfilled an appointment
wliich had been previously made for him. We
then crossed the river to the town of Tappahan-
nock, in the county of Essex, at which place I

preached, and administered the Lord's Supper.

From thence we passed on to Mr. James M. Gar-
nett's, and the next day Mr. Edward M'Guire
preached in Vauter's Church in that neighbour-

hood ; after which I administered the Lord's Sup-
per, and admitted to the holy order of the priest-

hood the Rev. Caleb J. Good. Leaving Mr. Gar-
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nett's, I visited Mr. Waring's family and lectured

at his house. On this tour ot May and June I

was nnuch assisted by the labours of the Rev. Mr.

Peet and Mr. John M'Guire. The congregations

were, in general, large and attentive, and in some
instances appeared to be deeply impressed. 'I'hey

are anxious to procure the services of clergymen;
and, I have no doubt, would endeavour to yield

them a comfortable support.

In the month of October I visited the counties

of Dmwiddie and Brunswick, in company with

the Rev. Mr. Lee, Mr. Jones, Mr. Steele, Mr.

Syme, and Mr. Grammer. 1 preached in Sapony
Church on a week day ; after which we repaired

to Brunswick courthouse, where we passed sever-

al days, the clergy preaching m turn to very re-

spectable and attentive congregations. On Sun-
day we held three services; in the morning I

preached, consecrated the church, held a confirm-

ation, and administered the Lord's Supper; two
of the brethren followed in the afternoon and even-

ing
;

part of the day there were numbers who
could not obtain seats ; and the assemblies were
solemn and attentive. I then visited Petersburg,

and officiated in that place.

In November 1 visited and preached in Prince

George, Surry, Suffolk, Nansemond, and Isle of

Wight counties. In the church in Surry county
the congregation was very large, and in Suffolk

and Isle of Wight also ; the sacrament of the

Lord's Supper was administered in several of the

above-mentioned places ; and the Rev. Mr. Gram-
mer and Mr. Empie also preached. The Rev.

Mr. Cole and Mr. Jones were also in company
with us.

In December I preached and lectured in Hamp-
ton, consecrated the church, which had been very

comfortably repaired, and administered the Lord's

Supper : the congregation was large and attentive.

In January 1 visited Portsmouth, preached to

a very large congregation, consecrated a hand-

some church lately erected, admitted the Rev.
Mr. Goldsmith to the holy order of the priest-

hood, and administered the Lord's Supper. In

Norfolk I preached and administered the rite of

confirmation to 15 or IC persons. In the present

month I again visited Portsmouth, and instituted

the Rev. Mr. Wingtield; and in Norfolk I also

preached.
In addition to the above duties, I ordained in

July Mr. Henry B. Goodwin, deacon. In No-
vember I also ordained Mr. Cleaveland a deacon,

and in April I admitted to the same office Mr.
Ijeonidas Polk. I have also preached in Gooch-
land and in Hanover counties.

Seventeen counties visited, four deacons or-

dained, two admitted to the priesthood, three

churches consecrated.
With my sincere prayers that your association

may be blessed with a sense of the divine pres-

ence, I remain, dear brethren, your friend and pas-

tor, Richard Channing Moore.
Norfolk, May 16, 1830.

Report of the Right Rev. W. Meade, Assistant

liishop of Virginia, to the Convention assembled in

Winchester, May 21, 1830.

It becomes my duty, brethren and friends, to

add to the report just read an account of those
episcopal acts which I have performed, in compli-
ance with the wishes of him to whose assistance

you have been pleased to call me. The first offi-

cial act which it became my duty to discharge,

was the consecration of the church in which we
are now assembled to the worship of Almighty
God. This was done on the 30th of October,

1829, in the midst of a large and attentive congre-

gation, and with the aid of seven of my brethren
of the ministry from our own and the neighbour-
ing diocess of Maryland. It is hoped thai the oc
casion, and all the holy exercises thereof, were
not without some good etfect. The sight of a
building so happily adapted to all the purposes lor

which It was erected, and constructed according
to a style of architecture so suitable to houses of
public worship, and the setting apart the same ac-

cording to such solemn and impressive forms from
all worldly and common uses, to the sole purpose
of honouring God and promoting the immortal
interests of men, were well calculated to prcMiuce

a salutary effect on the minds of all present. The
services were continued for tliree days, and ap-

peared still to interest the numerous attendants.

On the morning of the Sabbath we united in the

Lord's Supper; in the afternoon 1 baptized four

infants, and in the evening the services were
closed. In about five weeks afterward i made a
visit to Berkeley county, preaching three times in

Martinsburg and twice at Hedge's Chapel ; also

once at Bunker's Hill, in the cliurch which is un-
der the care of the Rev Mr. Jackson of Winches-
ter. While in this county 1 administered the

Lord's Supper and the ordinance of baptism at

Hedge's Chapel. The Rev. Mr. James 'I'yng,

from the diocess of New-England, has accepted a
call from this parish, which has now for some time
been destitute, and it is hoped, by the blessing of
God, will be an instrument of good to it.

On Monday, the 30th of November, I commen-
ced a visit to some of the middle counties of the

state. On the evening of that day I preached at

Woodstock, where we have but few attached
friends to our communion. I made an effort to

reach Harrisonburg the next day, in order to

preach in the evening, but failed in consequence
of the state of the roads, which had been render-

ed heavy by the rains of the preceding day.

On Wednesday evening I reached Staunton, and
preached to a full house. The three following
days were spent in performing religious services

by myself, the Rev. Mr. Jackson of Winchester,
and Mr. Charles H. Page of Amherst. During
which, besides the various services in Staunton,
we preached at a Lutheran church twelve miles
distant, and at Waynesborough. On Saturday
evening, after having preached on the subject in

the morning, I administered the rite of confirma-

tion to ten persons. On the next morning, after

preaching an ordination sermon, I admitted to the

order of priests the Rev. Ebenezer Boyden, and
to the order of deacons Mr. Adams, two students

from our Virginia seminary. It gives me pleas-

ure to be able to state to the Convention, that the

prospects of our church in Staunton appear to be
truly encouraging. The services of their minis-

ter are highly acceptable, and, by the blessing of

Heaven, we may expect the happiest results from
them. It IS contemplated during the present year

to erect two new brick churches, one in Staunton
and one in the neighbourhood. Having performed
the duties required at Staunton, 1 proceeded up
the valley to Botetourt, preaching once only by
the way, at Greenville, about twelve miles from
Staunton. On Wednesday I reached Finoastle,

and preached there that evening and the following

morning. I was here met by Mr. Cobbs, who re-

mained to preach in Eincastle on 'I'hursciay even-

ing, while 1 went to the neighbourhood of a church
about twelve miles distant, where I preached on
Friday, and administered the rite of confirmation

to two persons. The Rev. Mr. Stephens having

left F'mcaslle, it is at present without an Episcopal

minister. The Rev. Mr. Cobbs has, however, ex-

tended his labours to this county, and promises to
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continue them until a more regular supply can be
obtained. We have some wann fneiids and a lew
interestnig members m ihis county, whom it is

our duty to cherish. On Friday evening tlie Kev.
Mr. Cobbs and myself were engaged in religious

exercises at the house of Mr. Watts, and the next
morning set out for Liberty, the county town of
Bedford, which we reached in time for service in

the evening. On the next day, which was the

Sabbath, 1 preached to a large congregation in

that place, and administered the rite of conlinna-
tion to seven persons. On Monday 1 preached to

a large assembly at a private house some miles dis-

tant, and confirmed three. On Tuesday preached
at 'I'rinily Church, and confirmed nineteen. On
Wednesday preached at St. Stephen's, contirming
thirteen ; and on 'I'hursday preached at iNew-Lon-
don, near the residence of Mr. Cobbs. I cannot
leave this parish without noticing how the rich

blessing of Heaven has been poured out on the

zealous exertions and aflieclionale preaching of

Mr. Cobbs. But a few years since, and there

were not more than two or three communicants
in the county, and not a place of public worship
belonging to the church ; now there are more than
seventy communicants, and three places of public

worship, where service is regularly performed,
besides many private houses, which are freely

thrown open for religious exercises. Bui what is

far more important is, that good evidence is af-

forded of the prevalence of real piety ; and it is

pleasing to perceive the animation and holy zeal

with which the services of the church are con-
ducted. From this parish 1 passed into that of

the Kev. Mr. Osgood, in Campbell county, preach-

ing at the courthouse on Friday to a small con-

gregation, and on Saturday and Sunday at St.

John's Church to large ones. On Saturday the

church was consecrated, and on Sunday eight

persons were confirmed. The congregation in

Campbell has been collected, and the church built

during the last two or three years, by the disin-

terested and laborious efforts of the Rev. Mr. Os-

good, who, while supporting himself by the care

of a school, has devoted all his spare time to the

duties of the ministry. From Campbell I passed

into Pittsylvania, in company with Mr. Cobbs,

who preached on Monday evening at Dr. Slaugh-

ter's, where we were met by the Rev. Mr. Dresser

from Halifax. On Tuesday I preached at Green-

field meeting-house, in the neighbourhood of Mrs.

Coles, an aged and very attached member of our

church, who has for the last thirty years been

deprived of the privilege of communing according

to those edifying and venerable forms in which,

during her earlier years, she had been accustomed

to commemorate the dying love of her Redeemer.
She lives surrounded by her children and de-

scendants, who still are determined to adhere to

the good old wavs of their ancestors, and who, by

the blessing of God, may prove the foundation of

an Episcopal church in that county. In company
with the brethren already mentioned, I spent the

evening at the house of Mrs. Coles in religious

services, first baptizing one of her grandchildren,

then confirming her youngest daughter, and after-

ward administering the Lord's Supper to herself,

her daughter, and others present, taking care to

show how, according to the structure and prin-

ciples of our church, these several services fol-

lowed each other, and by regular gradation con-

ducted the infant member of Christ's flock up to

the stature of the fulness of the perfect man m
Christ Jesus. The Kev. Messrs. Osgood and
Dresser have promised t.) watch over and cherish

our little hope in this region ; and " though our

beginmng be small, our latter end may greatly in-

crease." On the day following I preached to a
large congregation at I'lttsylvania courthouse, on
my way to Halifax, which I reached on '^I'hurs-

day. The three lollowing days were spent in re-
ligious services at Halifax courihguse, at General
Carrington's, and at the Brick Church. On Fri-
day, which was Christmasday, 1 preached at the
courthouse to a full house, and administered con-
firmation to ten persons. I was j)eculiurly grati-

fied at beholding the order and sobriety which
prevailed in the village on a day which, though
originally set apart lor the holiest of purposes, has
too generally been jierverted to licentiousness and
crime. This, I was informed, is to be in a great
measure ascribed to the exertions of some zealous
advocates for the cause of Temperance Societies,
who are labouring in that region with a devotion
worthy of the subject. On the following Sabbath
1 preached at the Brick Church, and, assisted by
the Rev. Messrs.- Cobbs and Steel, admitted Mr.
Charles Dresser to the order of priests. It will
be gratifying to all the friends of the church to
learn, that, under the faithful and diligent ministry
of Mr. Dresser, it is rising in the general esteem
in this region. A new brick church is nearly
completed at the courthouse, and another of wood
is in progress m the county, though the latter is

not entirely the property of our denomination.
From Halifax I passed over into Mecklenburg,
where I preached at St. James's Church on Tues-
day to a small congregation, administered the rite

of confirmation to seven persons, and, spending
the evening at old Mrs. Nelson's, preached and
administered the holy communion. Our assembly,
both morning and evening, was rendered smaller
than usual by heavy falls of rain, which made the
roads and watercourses difficult of passage. I

returned through Charlotte into Campbell, calling

at Mr. John Henry's, who lives at the ancient seat

of his father, Mr. Patrick Henry, the well-known
friend of his country, of religion, and our church.
His widow and children still retain their attach-

ment to the church, and some of them are worthy
members of the same. On the evening of the last

day of the year I reached the house of Mr. Spots-

wood Henry, in Campbell, and preached at the
same to a considerable collection of the neigh-

bours. On the next morning, in company with
Mr. Osgood, I proceeded to Lynchburg, where I

preached in the evening. The two following days
were spent in preaching the word and administer-

ing the ordinances of religion by the Rev. Mr. Os-
good and myself to full and attentive congrega-
tions, during which time I baptized one adult and
several children, confirmed twenty-two persons,

and administered the Lord's Supper to a large

number. God has blessed the disinterested la-

bours of the Rev. Mr. Smith in this place. A few
years since, and we had no congregation or place

of worship in Lynchburg ; now we have a com-
modious and handsome edifice, and a very con-

siderable and increasing congregation, in which
there is a goodly number of truly pious and de-

voted servants of the Lord.

My next visit was to the counties of Amherst
and Nelson, under the pastoral care of the Rev.

Mr. Page, and where, in the zeal, and piety, and
number of his converts, is to be seen the evidence

of his faithful and laborious ministry. I preached

at the four different places where he regularly

officiates, and admitted forty-one persons to the

rite of confirmation. After preaching in Nelson
at the last of the four places alluded to, I passed

over into Buckingham, and reached the court-

house that evening in time to follow with an ex-

hortation a sermon of Mr. Osgood, who had gone

before me to that place. The two following daya
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were spent in religious exercises at the Merry
Oaks and a private house in the neighbourhood,
where, though the weather was very unfavourable,

our congregations were large. On the first day I

confirmed thirteen, and on the second adminis-
tered the Lord's Supper to a goodly number. 'I'he

members and friends of our church in this county
have been so happy as to secure half of the ser-

vices of the Rev Mr. Osgood, who, having been
released from a school, is now entirely devoted to

the ministry of the word. A church, it is ex-
pected, will be built during this year in Bucking-
ham. From Buckingham 1 passed into Albemarle,
where, in the neighbourhood of the Green Moun-
tain, I spent three days, enjoying tlie kind hos-

pitality of some Christian friends, and preaching
at Warren, at ScottsviUe, and at Mrs. Carter's.

I am pleased to inform the Convention, that a

church is soon to be erected in this part of Albe-
marle. On Friday evening I reached Charlottes-
ville and preached there, as also the next morning
and evening. On the Sabbath, after a sermon by
the Rev. Mr. Boyden, I administered the rite of
confirmation to twenty-seven persons, and the
Lord's Supper to very many more. I preached
again that evening, and thus ended the services
of the occasion. I cannot refrain from expressing
the gratification which I experienced at the con-
stant attendance and correct deportment of a large
number of the young men attached to the uni-
versity. May the blessing of Almighty God rest

upon the institution, and make it a fruitful nursery
of generous patriots, enlightened statesmen, and
devoted servants of the Lord. On Monday morn-
ing I left Charlottesville, in company with Mr.
Hatch, and preached to a small congregation at

Walker's Church about niid-day. Tarrying all

night at Mr. Nelson's, we set out the next morn-
ing for Orange, and reached the courthouse in

time for service at noon. We were then joined
by the Rev. Mr. Smith, who is officiating minister
at that place. I preached on that and the follow-

ing day, and took some part in the exercises of the
evening, following with an exhortation a discourse
by Mr. Hatch. On the second day I baptized six

children before the congregation. On Thursday
I reached Culpepper courthouse, and preached
morning and evening ; in the morning admitting
eleven persons to the rite of confirmation. On
the following day I preached at the Fork Church,
where I was joined by the Rev. Mr. Woodville,
under whose care the congregation is. The day
was unpleasant, and tlie congregation small. On
the evening of that day I reached Fauquier court-
house, where I preached the following day. On
the next, which was the Sabbath, I preached al

Cool Spring, in the upper part of the county, and
on the evening of the same day, by the good prov-
idence of God, was permitted once more to reach
my home and family, after an absence of eight
weeks ; in some measure, i trust, impressed with
gratitude for the high honour conferred on me in

being allowed to perform such holy duties, and
for his gracious protection of me in giving health
and strength to accomplish what I had under-
taken, and especially in granting such mild and
favourable weather during a period of the year
usually most unpropitious for religious assemblies.

After remaining at home a few weeks 1 made
a visit of a few days to Alexandria, chiefly with
a view to that institution which is so dear to us
all, because so essential to the prosperity of our
diocess, as well as conducive to the general in-

terests of religion in our church and countiy.
While there 1 admitted to deacon's orders Mr.
Zachariah Mead, whom the bishop had requested
me to ordain during my journey m the winter,

but who, on account of ill health, was unable to
meet me at any point of my journey. From this
time until Easter-Sunday I was not called on
for the performance of any episcopal acts, when,
after having devoted all the Sabbaths in Lent ex-
cept one to a series of discourses, addressed to
the young and all those who had never renewed
their baptismal engagements, I admitted at the
chapel where i officiate eight persons to the rite

of confirmation. On the following day I set out
on a visit to some of the parishes of Maryland,
bordering on the Potomac, which I had been re-

quested to attend to by Bishop Moore, who had
been invited to take them under his episcopal
charge. In the evemng 1 reached Charlestown,
in Jefferson county, where I preached. On the
following day I arrived at the parish of the Rev.
Mr. Rice, on the Maryland tract, where my la-

bours in Maryland commenced ; but, as my report
of these belongs more properly to the Maryland
Convention, I shall not detain you by a recital of
them. After'having concluded the duties required
of me in Maryland, I returned homeward by the
way of Romney, which 1 reached on Saturday, the
23d of April, preaching there that evening, and
twice the following day. The Rev. Mr. Holiday
Johns, from Maryland, was so good as to accom-
pany me to that place, and assist in the perform-
ance of divine service, as also to preach once on
the Sabbath. On Tuesday I preached in Zion
Church, about seventeen miles from Romney, and,
on the same evening, Mr. Johns officiated at
Bethell ; our members in this parish are few, but
very firm and decided, and in two of the congre-
gations meet on the Sabbath, where the service
and a sermon are read by a layman, who was ap-
pointed to this duty some years since. Such,
brethren, is the account I render of those services
which 1 have been enabled to perform since it

pleased Almighty God to allow me to labour m
the highest order of the ministry of his church. I

humbly commit them to his gracious favour, and
pray that they may not be altogether in vain. And
I earnestly entreat all my brethren and friends
who have contributed to place me in this office,
and all who desire my usefulness m it, that they
will lend mc the aid of their counsels and their
prayers, that I may faithfully and effectually fulfil

the ministry which has been assigned me.
Wm. Meade, Assistant Bishop of Virginia.

On motion, Resolved, That the pastoral ad-
dresses of the bishop and assistant bishop of this

diocess be referred to the committee on the

state of the church.

The Rev. Mr. Grammer, from the board of
trustees of the Tlieological School, presented
the following report, which was read :

—

Report of the Trustees of the Theological Seminary
of the Diocess of Virginia.

The trustees are again permitted to report, that
the institution under their charge is, by the divine
blessing, still in a prosperous condition. By an
alllictive dispensation of God, they have been de-
prived for some months of the valuable services of
one of the professors ; but the able and assiduous
efforts of his colleague have, it is hoped, prevent-
ed any serious loss to the department under his
care. The prescribed course of studies has been
pursued, and the usual exercises of the students
performed without interruption. The number of
young men engaged in theological studies at the
seminary during the present session has been

I

seventeen. Three of these have already been

I

ordained, and three more are in expectation of re-
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ceiving orders during this Convention. And as
two were ordained before tlie coininenceinent of

this session, and since the last report, the whole
number which will have left the seminary and
taken orders during the year is eight.

One of the professors reports to the board, tliat

the industry and general progress of the studeiits

has been such as to deserve his warm commenda-
tion. A spirit of harmony and brotherly love has
prevailed among them, which, when connected
with their exertions in Sunday Shools, and other
zealous elTorts for the spiritual improvement of

the destitute and ignorant in the vicinity of the
seminary, exhibits a very favourable evidence of
tiie sincerity and ardour of their piety.

The junior class have, during the present ses-

sion, been engaged in studying Home's Introduc-
tion to the Critical Study of the Sacred Scriptures,
and have already completed the first volume, on
the Evidences of Christianity ; have read a small
part of the second volume, on Biblical Criticism,
and the greater part of the third volume, on Bibli-

cal Antiquities. And it is expected that they will,

during the session, complete the second and third

volumes, and also the fourth volume, on the Analy-
sis of the Books of Scripture. In their Greek
studies they have nearly completed Archbishop
Newcombe's Harmony of the Gospels, referring

in their progress to the most approved commenta-
tors. In Hebrew they have been engaged in

studying Stuart's Hebrew Chnstomathy, which
they will finish by the close of the session. They
have also, once in every fortnight, composed dis-

sertations on the most important arguments in

support of the truth of revealed religion, which
have been read before the class, and undergone the

minute criticism of the professor.

The senior class have attended, during the ses-

sion, to the critical study of the Epistles, of which,
with the aid of the best commentaries, they have
read the two to the Thessalonians, the one to the

Romans, and the first to the Corinthians. The
course in systematical divinity has been passed
over in a manner somewhat more general than
usual, in consequence of the absence of the pro-

fessor on whom devolves the instruction in this

department : but the most important subjects in

theology have been thoroughly studied.

The treasurer's report, which is annexed hereto,

will exhibit a view of the funds now in hand.
From this it will be seen that our means are as

yet very inadequate to the permanent and efficient

support of the institution. And while the board
would gratefully acknowledge the divine goodness
which has prospered their eflbrts thus far, and
from past mercies would learn to rely with more
confidence on future assistance, yet, remembering
that the purposes ofGod are accomplished through
the agency of human means, and that his crea-

tures are the honoured instruments by which his

kingdom is to be established, they would earnest-

ly call upon the friends of our Zion, and urge
them to put forth all their energies in placing on
a firmer foundation that institution from which,
under God, we hope for labourers whose efi'orts

are to change our moral wilderness into a fruitful

field.

The Rev. William F. Lee, from the commit-
tee appointed to examine the treasurer's ac-

coimts, made the following report :

—

The committee to whom was referred for ex-

amination the account of the treasurer of the

Convention, report, that ihey have examined the

same, and find it to be correct, and sustained by

the proper vouchers ; and that there is a balance

Q2

of $32 53 in his hands, as appears by the an-

nexed account.

William F. Lee, Chairman.

On motion. Resolved, That the said report

be received and approved.

The Rev. Thomas Jackson, from the com-
mittee appointed to examine tlie state of the

fund for the permanent support of the episco-

pate in this diocess, presented the following re-

port, which was read and approved.

The committee on the episcopal fund report,

that, according to the statement of the fund made
to the last Convention, the amount in stocks

and cash then on hand was $4,836 16.

Since the last Convention, seven shares of

the Farmers' Bank of Alexandria have been
purchased, at thirty dollars a share, the par value

of which is fifty dollars. The shares were pur-

chased from the dividends arising from the stock

of the fund. The dividends on the stock have
been four per cent, on the par value. There is

in the hands of the agent of the trustees, in

money, $17 16, besides one unpaid dividend of

$36 ; so that the amount, according to the fund,

is as follows :—
Amount according to the last state-

ment, ..... $4,836 16
Stock purchased since last Conven-

tion, which, at par value, is - 350 00
Unpaid dividend, - - - - 36 00
Cash in the hands of the trustees, 17 16

$5,239 32

The secretary then received the following

contributions from sundry parishes of this dio-

cess for the Contingent Fund :

—

Leeds parish, Fauquier county, - 1

St. Paul's Church, Lynchburg, -

Lexington and Nelson parish, Amherst
and Nelson, - - - - -

Moore parish, Campbell county, -

Tillotson parish, Buckingham,

St. Paul's Church, Alexandria,

Shelburne parish, Loudoun,

St. Anne's Church, Essex,

South Farnham parish, Essex, -

Bath parish, Dinwiddle, ...
Antrim parish, Halifax, . - -

Hamilton parish, Fauquier county,

Fredericksville parish, Albemarle county,

St. Paul's parish. King George county,

Frederick parish. Frederick county, -

Russell parish, Bedford county,

St. Margaret's parish, Carohne county,

St. Martin's parish* Hanover and Louisa

counties, . . . - -

Abingdon and Ware parishes, Gloucester

county, .....
Hampshire parish, Hampshire county,

Henrico parish, Henrico county,

St. Mark's parish, Culpepper county, -

Zion Church, St. Andrew's parish, Jef-

ferson county, ....
Christ Church, Alexandria, Fairfax par-

ish, .....

JI5
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Amount brought forward, S414 35

St. Stephen's Church, Culpepper county, 20 00

Monumental Church, Richmond, - 30 00

St. James's parish, Northam, Goochland

county, 10 00

Christ Church, Norfolk borough, - 30 00

Augusta parish, Augusta county, - 10 00

Elizabeth City parish, Elizabeth City

county, - - - - - 7 00

St. Anne's parish, Albemarle county, - 10 00

Bruton parish, Williamsburg, - - 15 00

Bristol parish, Petersburg, Dinwiddie

county, 30 00

St. Andrew's parish, Brunswick county, 15 00

Christ Church, Winchester, - - 15 00

Fredericksville parish, Fredericksburg, 20 00

Christ Church, Mill Creek, Norborne
parish, 7 00

From Rev. William Crawford, of Louisa, 10 00

$643 35

The following sums were paid towards the

support of the bishop's assistant in the Monu-
mental Church.

St. Martin's parish, Hanover and Louisa

counties, - - - - - $10 00

St. Mark's parish, Culpepper county, - 12 00

Leeds parish, Fauquier county, - - 6 00

Christ Church. Norfolk, - - - 20 00
Elizabeth City parish, Elizabeth City

county, - - - - - 5 00
Bristol parish, Petersburg, Dinwiddie

county, 20 00
Christ Church, Winchester, - - 5 00

Fredericksville parish, Fredericksburg, 15 00

$93 00

The session was then suspended, for the pur-

pose of attending divine service by the Rev.

John Grammer, and a sermon by the Rev.
Adam Empie ; after which the session was re-

sumed.
The parochial reports were handed in and

read, and referred to the committee on paro-

chial reports.

On motion of Mr. Edmund L Lee, the res-

olution proposed at the last Convention, to

amend the 2d article of the constitution, by ad-

ding to the same the following word,s, " and
provided also, that such delegate or delegates
shall, previously to taking his or their seat in Con-
vention, com[)ly with the subscription required

of vestrymen," was taken up, and again, upon
the motion of the Rev. Mr. Empie, laid upon
the table.

•

Mr. Edmund I. Lee oHered the following

resolution, which, on his motion, was laid upon
the table.

Resolved, That the first canon be amended
by adding to the same the following words :

" and all persons who shall be registered by
their own request, according to the provisions of

this canon, as members of a particular church,

shall always be considered to be attached to

that church, until they shall actually express lo

the minister thereof their desire to withdraw,
and shall obtain from him a certificate to that

effect; and it shall be the duty of such minister

to grant such certificate whenever it may be re-

quired.''

The Convention proceeded to the election,

by ballot, of a standing committee of the church

in this diocess for the ensuing year :—where-

upon the following gentlemen were duly elect-

ed, viz. : the Rev. Reuel Keith, D. D., the Rev.
Edward R. Lippit, the Rev. William Jackson,

Mr. John Hootl, Mr. Edmund L Lee, and Mr.
John Gray.

And then, on motion, the Convention ad-

journed until to-morrow morning, 9 o'clock.

S.\TURDAV, 1\I.4Y 22, 1830.

The Convention met according to adjourn-

ment, and was opened with prayer by Bishop

Meade.
The Rev. Mr. Edward C. M'Guire, from the

committee to whom was referred the examina-

tion of the accounts of the treasurer of the fund

for the relief of the widows and orphans of de-

ceased clergymen of the Episcopal Church of

Virginia, made the following report :

—

The committee on the Widows' Fund beg
leave to report, that they have examined the

treasurer's account, and find it correctly stated.

The Funds arc as follows, vis. :—
United States 3 per cents., - $2,037 78

79 shares of Farmers' Bank of Al-

exandria stock, at par. - - 3,950 00
5 shares of Alexandria Bank stock,

at par, 1,000 00
1 share of Bank of Virginia stock,

at par, ----- 100 00
R. Andrews's estate, bal. of note,

with interest from 30th April,

1829, till paid, ... 399 23
Cash in hand, - - - - 123 49

$7,610 50

The Rev. Mr. Hatch, from the committee on
the parochial reports, presented the following

report, which was read and received.

The committee to whom were referred the

parochial reports have had the same under con-

sideration, and beg leave to present them, in the

following condensed form, for insertion on the

Journal.

St. Paul's, Alexandria. Since the last Conven-
tion there have been eight marriages, sixteen fu-

nerals, forty-three baptisms, nine added to the
communion. 'I'he past year has not been marked
by as large an accession to our communion as the
preccdint^ ; but we have not been altogether with-

out the divine blessing. Our Sunday Schools and
Bible classes are still exerting a useful influence.

To our benevolent institutions, which continue to

prosper, we have recently added a Missionary So-
ciety, auxiliary to "The Domestic and Foreign
Missionary Society of the Protestant Episcopal
Church," and we are happy to say that the spirit

of missions warms the hearts of many of ourcon-
grt^galion ; and we believe that our society will

annually contribute a very respectable surn lo
both depailments. Wm. J.^ckson, Rector.

Chns-t Church, Frederick parish, Winchester.
With feelings of gratitude, the rector acknowl-
edges the divine goodness during the past year, in

the addition of twenty-one to the communion of
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his church ; of whom eight removed into the par-
ish who had been received into church commu-
nion. The number of communicants sixty -six

—

marriages six—baptisms twenty.
The churcli in Norborne parish under liis care

is well attended ; but he has to lament the small-
ness of accessions to the communion. The
church has been lately thoroughly repaired by the
parish at a considerable expense, and it is now a
very comfortable place of worship.

J. E. J.VCKRON.
Bath parish, Dinwiddie county, and St. An-

drew's parish, Brunswick county, 'i'he rector

of these parishes has continued, during the past
year, the same course of labour mentioned in lus

last report. The size of the congregations lias

been very gradually increasing^; and his weekly
social meetings have been tolerably well attend-
ed ; but the spiritual improvement of his hearers
has by no means kept pace with his desires and
previous expectations. The Sunday School has
been kept up, and has evidently eflCected some im-
provement.

In St. Andrew's parish he continues to preach
two Sundays in each month, and the prospects
are moie encouraging. The new church at Law-
renceville was completed in June last ; and al-

though not a costly, is a very commodious build-

ing. The congregation there has been generally
good ; the services of the church well performed

;

and the attention to the word of life such as to

encourage the hope that it would prove the savour
of life unto lite to many souls. A Bible class has
been formed at Red Oak church ; and some few
of the ladies belonging to that congregation have
lately exerted themselves in behalf of the Educa-
tion Society, with a zeal which is worthy of imi-

tation, and with a degree of success which, under
their unfavourable circumstances, reflects great

credit on their assiduity. •

Although many difficulties are yet to be over-

come, the rector is encouraged to hope that, ere

long, our Zion will come forth in her beauty, even
in this moral wilderness.

The number of communicants in both parishes

is thirty-five ; one has died during the past year,

two have removed, and eleven have been added.

The baptisms have been twelve (two of adults,

six of white, and four of coloured infants)—mar-
riages twelve—funerals seven.

.loHN Grammer, Jk.

Bristol parish, Petersburg. The rector has the

satisfaction to report, that his congregation grad-

ually increases in number; and he cherishes the

hope that there is some increase and improve-

ment in spiritual knowledge among a portion of

the members. The number of communicants has
not increased during the last year; their present

number is fifty. The Sunday School continues in

an improving state ; the teachers, particularly the

female part of them, are attentive to their respec-

tive duties. The Auxiliary Education Society
pro.secutes the interests of the parent institution

(Alexandria) with unabating assiduity. Marria-
ges seven— baptisms twenty-six—deaths eleven.

Andrkw Syme.
Augusta parish. The rector reports, that du-

ring the past year the members of the Augusta
parish have, with great exertion and generous lib-

erality, raised funds for building two neat brick
churches ; one in Staunton, the other seven miles
distant ; both to be nnmediately erected.

Our Sunday School and Bible class are flour-

ishing, the former having been increased from
fifty to about one hundred scholars, with fifteen

teachers. The Sunday School library contains

200 volumes, purchased by the Ladies' Sewmg

Society. A parish library has also been com-
menced, and promises much usefulness among an
inquiring people. A Female Education Society
has been formed to aid our Theological Seminary.
An increasing interest in the church is manifest,
and true piety finds some to love and cherish it.

Ten persons have been confirmed. The number
of communicants twenty-eight—baptisms four

—

marriages five—deaths two.

Ebenezer Boyden.
St. Margaret's parish, Caroline county. The

rector of tins parish reports, that since the last

Convention there have been seven baptisms.
Three communicants have been added to the
church, and one removed by death. The congre-
gations are large and attentive, and also increas-

irig ; and he therefore trusts that his labours have
not been altogether in vain in the Lord. The
Sunday School and Bible class are still contin-

ued, and. It is believed, have been useful. Com-
municants twenty-seven—marriages four.

Since the commencement of the present year,

one Sunday in each month has been spent m la-

bouring at the Bowliiig-Green. A considerable

interest is here felt by a number upon the subject

of religion, and a Bible class has recently been
formed, consisting of upwards of a dozen ladies,

from which much good is anticipated.

I have also preached one Sunday in each
month, since December, in the adjoining county
of Spotsylvania. The prospect of reviving the

church in the lower part of this county is very en-

couraging. At the earnest solicitations of many
friends to the church, one Sunday in each month
will be devoted to labouring in this part of the

Lord's vineyard. C. J. Good.
Abingdon and Ware parishes. The number of

communicants nineteen. Our Sunday Schools
have been revived, and promise much good. The
services of the church are well attended.

My residence in these parishes has been too

short to enable me to say any thing more definite

as to their present state.

J NO. Cole.
The rector of Russell parish, Bedford county,

would acknowledge, with humble gratitude to

God, that his labours have not been altogether

without the blessing of the Holy Spirit. Al-

though as much has not been fulfilled as was an-

ticipated at the last Convention, still it may be

sfiid that the interests of the church have been
steadily improving, and that her general prospects

are decidedly favourable. Not only has his heart

been cheered by some additions to the commu-
nion, but he has also been gratified to perceive a

very favourable change in the public mind, both

with regard to the pious character of the church,

and the peculiar nature of her services. Of those

added to the communion since the last report, one

is a very excellent and truly pious young man,
who, after much prayer and self-examination, has

determined immediately to commence his studies

with a view to the ministry. Burials four—mar-
riages eleven—baptisms, of adults seven, of infants

thirty—communicants, two died, three removed,

sixteen added, total seventy.

Nicholas H. Cobbs.

Parish of Frederick. The state of this parish is

considered promising. The attendance upon
divine worship is punctual, and the services of

the church are devoutly attended. The rector

preaches regularly at the chapel, occasionally at

BerryviUe, and about four times in the year has

meetings on Saturday and Sunday at Middletown.

The number of communicants is about sixty

—

baptisms during the last year have been eight-

marriages four—funerals four.
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There are two Sunday Schools in the parish,

one at Berryville, and another at Millwood.

The societies in this parish continue to flour-

ish. Between three ami four hundred dollars are

annually raised for the Colonizing Society, nearly

two hundred lor the Education Society, and one

hundred and fifty have been recently given to the

Greek Mission.

In the course of the present year, it is hoped,

a new and commodious bnck church will be built

at Berryville. Wm. MuAnE.
Bniton parish, Williamsburg. The rector re-

ports, since the last Convention, eighteen bap-

tisms; four of the subjects were adults, and one
v^'as baptized by immersion—seven marriages,

three of which were of coloured persons—eigh-

teen funerals, nine of children and nine of adults.

Only ten of the eighteen belonged to the parish.

Of the communicants, two have died, and one has

left the church—thirteen have been added to the

communion : the present number is lilty-four, of

whom three are coloured persons.

In other respects the parish is much the same
as when last reported, except that by the estab-

lishment of two other Sunday Schools, the num-
ber of our scholars is reduced to about forty.

During the year, however, there has been no in-

considerable increase of pious inquiry and rational

religious excitement, and a good work, through
grace, is, we hope, still in progress. May the

Lord increase abundantly the number and the

graces of his servants. A. E.mpie.

St. Martin's parish, Hanover and Louisa. The
rector of this parish reports, that during the past

year but few additions have been made to his

communion, while, by deaths and removals, the

number has been in some measure reduced. He
is consoled, however, in being able to state, that

there are other indications of good not less cheer-

ing than the acquisition of numbers, and that the

general condition of the parish is in a state of im-
provement.

At two of the churches where divine service is

regularly performed the congregations are small,

but respectful and attentive ; at the other, it is

large and flourishing. One of the Sunday
Schools heretofore existing has been discontin-

ued ; the other is in a more prosperous and inter-

esting condition than at any former period. It

numbers at present eighteen teachers, who are
active and zealous, and sixty scholars, who are

diligent and attentive.

Since the last Convention, the Education So-
ciety has contributed to the parent institution

$266 ; $210 of that were raised by a society of
young ladies, the proceeds of their own industry

;

$200 of which were the proceeds of a fair, which,
amid difficulties and discouragements of various
kinds, they prosecuted with a zeal, perseverance,
and propriety of conduct, which redound as much
to their credit as they contributed to their suc-
cess. They have contributed also $30 to make
their minister a life member of the Education So-
ciety, making in all $240 raised by this society
since the last Convention.
The receipts of the Auxiliary Bible Society

during the past year were $80, $50 of which were
paid into the treasury of the parent institution

;

the balance was laid out in the purchase of Bibles
and Testaments for the use of the parish.

A liberal subscription has been raised for the

purpose of erecting a new brick building for |)ublic

worship, which will be commenced in the course
of a few months, and probably completed in the

course of the ensuing year.

We have also formed a Missionary Society, for

the double purpose of aiding the Protestant Epis-

copal Missionary Society of the diocess of Vir-

ginia, and the Domestic and Foreign Missionary
Society of the Protestant Episcopal Church m the
United States.

The whole amount contributed in this parish
since the last Convention towards religious and
charitable purposes, besides supporting its minis-
ter, is $491 ; 296 to the Education Society ; 80 to

the Bible Society ; 75 to the Theological Semi-
nary ; 20 to the Contingent Fund ; 10 to the Bish-
op's Assistant, and 10 to the Greek Mission, raised

by a society of little girls.

Communicants sixty-five, added six—baptisms
eight, one adult, one coloured infant—funerals
nine—one marriage. John Cooke.

St. James's parish, Northam, Goochland. The
minister of this parish reports, that there has been
no material change in the state of the congrega-
tion during the past year. The present number
of communicants is twenty-four. There have
been formed during the year a Prayer-Book and
Tract Society, and a Sunday School. The min-
istrations of the sanctuary have been generally

well attended. He has preached regularly one
Sunday in the month in Ameha county, and one
in Chesterfield.

Within the entire circuit of his charge there are
thirty-six communicants, four of whom have been
added during the current year. Funerals six

—

baptisms four—marriages two.
James Doughen.

Antrim-parish, Halifax county. During the last

year there has been an accession of eight to the

number of communicants in this parish. In the
neighbourhood of the courthouse, a commodious
brick church has been erected, which is now
nearly ready for consecration. One of the con-
gregations reported last year has since been given
up, and a new one formed in another part of the
county, where a convenient house of worship has
been erected, and every thing promises well.

Regular congregations three—communicants 20

—

baptisms, three adults and nine children—mar-
riages three—funerals seven.

Charles Dresser, Rector.

It may not be improper to state, that, during my
residence in Halifax, 1 have occasionally extended
my labours to the adjoimng county of Pittsylvania,

where our church has never been organized, but
where an active and zealous minister would be
well received. There are already seven commu-
nicants, some of whom have not had an opportu-
nity of receiving the communion for nearly forty

years. C. D.
St. John's Church, Henrico parish, Henrico

county. My connexion "with this parish has
been of but little more than one month's stand-

ing ; of course I am not able to report satisfac-

torily its present condition. On Easter-day twen-
ty-four participated in the Holy Communion. I

have administered the sacrament of baptism to

three infants. Edward W. Peet.
Moore parish, Campbell county. During the

past year very little change has taken place in the
state of the people of this parish. Divine service

has in general been seriously attended, and the
number of communicants somewhat increased.
Baptisms nine—marriages two—one funeral

—

communicants fifteen* N. G. Osgood.
TUlotson parish, Buckingham county. This

new and interestirl^ parish has not enjoyed the
regular services of the church till recently. Since
February last, divine service has been held there
twice a month. The congregations are large,

attentive, and devout ; the members of the church
exemplary and zealous. There will soon be
erected a commodious house of worship. The



CONVENTION OF 1830. 247

Sunday School mentioned in the last report is

still in operation. Baptisms ten, two adults

—

marriages four— funerals four— coininuiucants
twenty-live. N. G. Osgood.

Christ Church, Fairfax parish, Alexandria, D.
C. The rector of this parish coininenced his la-

bours among the people of his charge only in No-
vember last. He therefore cannot enter much into

detail in this report. With his congregation
there is united a Sunday School, a Bible class, a

Saturday School under the care of a benevolent
society, and a Missionary Association, which is yet

in its infancy. The number of communicants it

has been impracticable to ascertain with perfect

accuracy ; three were added at the last commu-
nion, and one has since removed from the parish,

leaving perhaps seventy-live or eighty in all.

Marriages four (one of which was that of colour-

ed persons), baptisms eleven (of which six were
coloured children), burials six (one a coloured
man). John P. M'Guirk.

St. Anne's parish, Albemarle. The rector of

the parish having been connected with it but a few
weeks, is unable to make any very explicit report

respecting it. It gives him pleasure to observe,

however, that notwithstanding it has been for a

long time destitute of the regular ministrations of

the Episcopal church, there is at present existing

in the hearts of a considerable number an ardent
desire to restore them ; and, in accordance with
this desire, an effort is now making to erect a neat

and convenient brick edifice for public worship ;

which effort, there is great reason to believe, will,

by the blessing of God, shortly succeed. There
is, on the whole, a good foundation for the hope,

that persevering labour among this people will be
ultimately crowned with success.

Z.4.CHARHH Mead.
St. George's Church, Frederick.sburg. There

is nothing remarkable to be communicated in re-

gard to the state of this parish. With some ex-

perience of the appointed trials of his church,
there has also been through the past year an ex-

perience of the unchanging love which the Saviour
bears towards her ; unequivocal proofs of his

faithfulness have been given us in some important
accessions to his cause, while the gradual increase

of that cause in moral ascendency promises the

best results in the present and final salvation of

those intrusted to our care.

The zeal of the congregatioa is unabated in sus-

taining those parochial institutions which have
for their object the good of mankind, temporal
and spiritual, at home and abroad. Our Sunday
Schools are cherished with peculiar interest ; of

these there are three, one of which is an infant

school, and is especially interesting and useful.

We have also three Bible classes in operation,

one for females, and two for males ; these have
been most useful in promoting religion among us.

Two pious youths from this source will soon be
added to the list of our theological students.

The Sunday Schools contain about 225 scholars,

the Bible classes about fifty. Communicants
about 112, baptisms seventeen, marriages eight,

funerals nine. Edw. C. M'Guire.
Christ Church, Richmond. This church was

organized on the 31st of December last, and has
been steadily increasing ever since. There is

connected with it a Sunday School and Educa-
tion Society, and a Bible class. The Sunday
School numbers 103 scholars and teachers. As
an appendage to this department, there is a library

of about 250 volumes, which have been selected
with care.

The rector of this church performs a third ser-

vice every Sunday night in the town of Manches-

ter, which IS numerously attended ; and he has
been much encouraged by the prospects which
have unexpectedly opened in that place, of a large
ingathering to the fiock of Christ. He thinks the
piety of his charge is assuming an elevated char-
acter ; he trusts that a praying people will draw
down the blessing of a prayer-answering God.
There have been recently seven additions to the
communion, making the whole number of com-
municants tliirty—baptisms eight—marriages two
—burials six. William F. Lee, Rector.
Hamilton and Leeds parishes, Fauquier. The

congregations of these parislie»are generally good
and often crowded, and are uniformly attentive to

the preaching of the word. The number of com-
municants has increased, and it is hoped that the
increase always consists of those who constitute
the real strength and ornament of the church of
Christ. The number of communicants in both
parishes is about fifty—baptisms fifteen—mar-
riages fourteen—funerals seven.

A Sunday School was established in Leeds
parish last summer, and promises to be an instru-

ment of much good.

The Female Education Society in Hamilton
parish is still in operation, and lately transmitted
about $40 to the parent society. A sermon was
preached and a colh'ction taken up for the benefit

of this society in January last. A Bible Society
was I'ormed last summer, which has distributed a
larse number of Bibles, and contributed liberally

to the funds of the parent institution.

Geo. Le.mon, Rector.
St. Paul's Church, Lynchburg. The rector re-

ports, that the state of religion in this parish has
presented nothing peculiar in the course of the
year past. The hope is devoutly cherished, that

in the midst of much worldliness of mind, the sol-

emn truths of the gospel are gaining a progressive

influence over some who have heretofore disre-

garded them ; and that the doctrine, discipline, and
worship of our church are becoming better under-
stood and more justly valued.

The Sunday School has recently been organ-
ized anew, and is conducted with energy, and with
the happiest effects. Communicants, died one,

removed six, added seven, present number thirty-

six—baptisms, of adults two, of infants six—fu-

nerals ten. F.G.Smith.
St. Paul's Church, King George county. The

lay delegates from this parish report, that there

has been no accession to the number of commu-
nicants during the past year, but they flatter

themselves that there is an increasing interest in

the general prosperity of the church. An act of

the Legislature, changing their dilapidated church
into an academy, has been repealed, and subscrip-

tions obtained for putting it in repair. The re-

moval of their pastor to St. John's Church, Rich-

mond, is very generally and deeply regretted.

Should they, by the blessing of God, succeed in

obtaining a zealous and self-denying minister to

succeed him, they should not despair of success.

John Stuart,
Francis C. Fitzhugh.

St. James's Church, Leesburg. Marriages six

— baptisms nineteen—funerals three—added to the

communion of the church eight—removals from
the same four. Thomas Jackson, Rector.

St. John's church, Hampton. Marriages seven-

teen—baptisms forty-six (five adults, two blacks)

—communicants twenty-two—funerals twenty-

two.

With gratitude to God the rector reports, that

in the early part of the present year, the church
was consecrated by our venerable bishop. In con-

sequence of removals and death, the number of
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communicants is lessened, although two have
been added smce the last report. As heretofore,
the labouis of the rector have been divided be-

tween Hampton and Old Point ; and the hope is

indulged that he has been instrumental, in the
hands of tJod, of promotmg in a small degree the
interests of religion, as coimected with our Zion.

Mark Lindsay Chevers.
The rector of St. Andrew's parish reports, that

though the churches under his care exhibit no
striking evidences of improvement, they are still

in such a state as to call forth his gratitudo, and
give some encoura(gement to his e.xertions.

The people of his charge are generally punc-
tual and regular in their attendance at the house
of God. Those who have professed to be follow-
ers of Christ, are for the most part consistent and
without reproach. The rector has, indeed, for a
short time past, entertained some hope, from the
increased zeal of the pious, the religious sensibil-

ity of an unusual number of his people, the late

hopeful conversion of si.k youths, and the evident
seriousness of several others, thai there was ap-
proaching one of those seasons of " refreshing
from the Lord" so much to be desired, and for

which we should so earnestly pray.
There are two useful associations, one in con-

nexion with the General Domestic and Foreign
Missionary Society, and the other wiih the Soci-
ety for the Kducation.of Poor and Pious Youth
for the Mini.stry. The American Bible, Tract,
and Colonization Societies, also receive a cordial
and liberal support. The number of communi-
cants about seventy-five.

Ai.EX. Jones.
The rector of Fredericksville parish remarks

no very material changes in his congregations du-
ring the past year. Those who love the church,
her ministry, and services, have continued to sus-
tain them with unabated zeal and attachment.
Seldom, if ever, has a communion service occur-
red, when some one or more has not been added
to the number, as is trusted, of true professors of
the faith of a crucified Saviour. There are, how-
ever, many circumstances of difficulty, not to say
of discouragement, which the rector deems it un-
necessary to detail to this Convention, as he is not
aware that they are peculiar to himself, but be-
lieves them to prevail more or less generally.
The rector has recently attempted the renewal

of a congregation near Buck Mountain, which
was once in a flourishing condition, but has
been destitute of the services of the church for
the last twenty years ; the prospect at present is

encouraging. Communicants added eight, whole
number about fifty—baptisms eleven, ten infants,
one adult—funerals six. Colonization Society,
$650—Organ, ifCOO. F. W. Hatch.

Christ Church, Norfolk (Elizabeth River par-
ish). In this parish there have been, since the last

Convention, twenty-four baptisms, fifteen mar-
riages, and twenty-two funerals. The present
number of communicants is two hundred and six.
The Sunday School is still large and flourishmg.
The Education Society was never so prosperous
and interesting as at present. Its members have
considerably increased ; and iheirefibrts in behalf
of the society have never been more diligent or
successful. They have raised for the parent soci-
ety during the year, .$227 89J. Agreeably to the
resolution of the Convention at the last session, a
eermon has been preached by ihe rector in behalf
of the Missionary Society of the diocess, and a
collection made, which amounted to $101 26, to
which the Sunday School of the parish has added
the sum of $9.

Two hundred and two dollars and fifty cents

have been lately contributed to the Greek Mission,
and a missionary spirit roused, from which the
happiest results are expected.
The temporal circumstances of the congrega-

tion continue in a state of undiminished prosper-
ity ; and the spiritual condition of the people, it is

humbly hoped, is gradually (if slowly) improving.
There is still indiflerence and worldliness enough
to occasion regret; but something of interest, and
faithfulness, and spirituality, to rejoice the heart,
and to call forth thanks to God.

Henrv W. Ducachet.
Report of Lexington parish, Amherst county.

Upon a review it is found, that the work of the
Lord has not prospered to the same extent the last

year as in preceding years.

The churches have been generally well attend-
ed, and to each of them there have been small
additions, making in all seven. Marriages four

—

baptisms fifteen—funerals six teen—the whole num-
ber of communicants forty-eight.

Besides the regular places of worship, the min-
ister flatters himself with the hope of rearing up
in the county two or three other congregations.
The children of the diflerent churches have

been occasionally catechised.

Report of Nelson parish. Nelson county. In
Ihe county of Nelson a parish has been recently
organized, which is called Nelson parish.

The accession to the list of communicants is

eight, and others in the congregation appear to be
deeply engaged in seeking an acquaintance with
Him whom God hath sent. The whole number
of communicants nineteen. The prospects of the
church in this county are encouraging.
Could the churches be blessed with the minis-

trations of the word oftener than once in four
weeks, we should hope that the Lord would draw
to himself numbers "of such as shall be saved."

Charles H. Page.
St. Stephen's Church, Culpepper county. There

has been a considerable improvement in this con-
gregation since the last Convention. Six new
communicants have, within the last year, been ad-
ded to the church. The interest in its services
has manifestly increased ; a Bible class, lately
formed, has been numerously attended ; and other
circumstances seem to indicate an improvement
in the spiritual condition of the people.

A society has been formed auxiliary to the Do-
mestic Missionary Society of the diocess, and con-
tributions to its funds to the amount of thirty-one
dollars have been promptly and cheerfully made.
There has been no perceptible change in the

state of the church in Orange county.
Baptisms in both parishes ten, two of which

were of adults—burials four—communicants in

Culpepper thirty-six—in Orange thirteen.

George A. S.mith.
Trinity Church, Portsmouth parish. The rec-

tor reports, that since the last Convention, their
house of public worship has been almost entirely

rebuilt, and on a much larger scale. To the ac-
complishment of this object, they are particularly
indebted to the exertions of one individual, who,
besides his own personal labour and a liberal do-
nation of .$100, generously advanced above .$1,000,
without which the work must have been greatly
retarded, if not suspended altogether.

With respect to the spiritual condition of the
congregation, the rector is happy to state, that it

is, on the whole, quite encouraging. An increas-
ing interest in the services of the sanctuary is

clearly inanifesteii. The Sunday school is still kept
up, but not in that flourishing condition which is

greatly to be desired. The Bible class has been
revived, and promises to be quite useful.
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Commnnicanls, seven added and three remo-
ved, whole number Ihirly-thiee. FainiUes in the
congregation about titty— marriages fifteen— bap-
tisms ten— burials three.

J. H. WlNOFIELD.
St. Matthew's Church, Wlieeling. Nine years

ago, that most laborious and successful clergy-

man, the late Hev. .John Armstrong, came to this

place. Kull of the spirit of his otlico, he imme-
diately set about the collecting of a congregauon
that should wor.ship God agreeably to the forms
of our cliurcti. There was scarcely any thing to

encourage the making of an effort, or to sustain it

when begun. Such a zeal as his needed no other
excitement than the fact that there were in the
town some famdies who, not belonging to any
other church, might, by judicious attention, be in-

duced to join ours.

During SIX years he persevered, with varying suc-
cess, amid the greatest discouragements, sucli as
are known only to a zealous missionary occupying
a new station, remote from the great body of the
church, and peculiar local hinderances, which
would have disheartened and turned back a less

holy and devoted servant of God.
'• The v/ork of the Lord prospered in his hands."

Assisted by a lew pious and other generous indi-

viduals, he succeeded in procuring the erection of

a handsome and commodious church, and in es-

tablishing a parish, embracing within its limits

about forty families, among the most respecta-

ble and intelligent in the place. At the time of
his much-lamented death there were about thirty

communicants, and a large and flourishing Sab-
bath School was accomplishing much good.
But the praise of our late rector is in other

churches besides this. By judiciously and indus-
triously economizing his lime and labour, he col-

lected large congregations in several other neigh-
bouring places, and built or repaired three other
churches in this state and m Ohio.
This scarcely less than apostolic missionary's

success is an exemplilication of what a holy zeal,

united with a generous disinterestedness and goo(i

practical sense, may accomplish, when animated
by the high considerations to which the " called

of God" only are accessible.

St. Matthew's Church was without a pastor for

a year after Mr. A.'s death. 1 commenced my
ministry here in August, 1828. I found the Sun-
day School flourishing : it continues to be so. Fif-

teen families and fourteen communicants have
been added since, making the present number of
families about sixty, and of communicants thirty.

I have baptized two adults and twelve children

;

celebrated eighteen marriages and seven funerals.

The Bible class and catechumens preparing for

confirmation are in regular attendance upon stated
appropriate exercises.

Of God's abounding grace through Christ, we
are at this moment rejoicing at the cheering indi-

cations of a revival and diffusion of experimental
practical piety. To several of those who have
been for sotne time regular in their attendance
upon the ordinances of the Lord's house, the
spirit of all gracious affections has shown their
ruined state as sinners, and has led to that faith

in Christ which justifies and sanctifies, whereby
" we have peace with God, through Jesus Christ
our Lord."

J. Thos. Wheat, Rector.

On motion of Mr. Edmund I. Lee, the reso-

lution offered at the last Convention, and yes-

terday laid upon the table, proposing to amend
the second article of the constitution, by adding
to the same the following words ;

" and provided

also, that such delegate or delegates shall, pre-

viously to taking his or their scat in Convention,
comply with the subscription required of vestry-

men," was t;iken up ; and, on motion, the same
was laid upon the table.

On motion of Mr. Williams, Resolved, That
the tenth c;uion be a;nended by striking out
the words, " solemnly engage to conform to,"

and insert, in lieu thereof, the following words,
"approve and prefer."

On motion of Rev. Mr. Grammer, Resolved,
That, agreeably to the provisions of the thir-

teenth article of the constitution, notice be
transmitted to the several vestries of the par-

ishes in this diocess, that it is proposed, at the

next Convention, to amend the second article

of the constitution, by adding to the same the

following words ;
" and piovided also, that such

delegate or delegates shall, previously to taking

his or their seal in Convention, com[)ly with the

subscription required of vestrvmen."
On motion of Mr. Edmund I. Lee, the reso-

lution odered by him proposing to amend the

first canon was taken up ; and, on the ques-

tion being put thereon, the same was carried in

the negative.

The Rev. George Lemon, from the com-
mittee upon the state of the church in this dio-

cess, presented the following report and accom-
panying resolutions :

—

The committee on the state of the church beg
leave respectfully to report, that the spiritual

state and general prospects of the diocess, so far

as they have been made known by the episcopal
and parochial reports presented to this Conven-
tion, are of a character to awaken gratitude to

God, and inspire the most encouraging hopes.
Much, very much, remains to be done to give

prevalence to religion and virtue throughout our
land; but what has been done already furnishes

ground of confidence that the Lord is with this

branch of liis church, and that he is waiting to

bless with still greater success our faithful en-
deavours to do his will and promote his glory.

Among various interc.«ting points to which the
committee might draw the attention of this 'Con-
vention, they will limit themselves to three. The
first point is the restriction accompanying the elec-

tion of our assistant bishop, by which it was de-

clared, that his election as assistant bishop should
not of itself constitute him successor to our pres-

ent diocesan The removal of this restriction is,

in the opinion of your committee, highly desira-

ble. The committee will not occupy the tune of
this Convention with a lengthened argument in

sujjport of their opmion, but will content them-
selves with recommending the adoption of the fol-

lowing preamble and resolution, adverting to the
uniform practice of the church, and to a canon of

the General Convention' on the subject of assist-

ant bishops, passed at its last meeting. That
practice has been, in every instance of an election

of an assistant bishop, to declare him at the same
time successor to his diocesan, in case of survi-

ving him ; and the language of the canon referred

to IS, " When the bishop of a diocess is unable,

by reason of old age, or other permanent cause of

infirmity, to discharge his e[)iscopal duties, one as-

sistant bishop may be elected by and for said dio-

cess, who shall, in all cases, siiccee.l the bishop in

case of surviving." This canon express-es, in the

strongest manner, the sentiment of the General

Convention on the subject, while at the same time
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it responds to the wishes of this diocess, as de-

clared by its last Convention at Charlottesville,

that the General Convention would adopt some
definite legislative enactment with respect to as-

sistant bir^hops; wishes which the delegates of

this diocess to the last General Convention were
instructed to present to that hody. It is not ne-

cessary to impress on this Convention the respect

due to the sentiment of the great council of our

church, and especially when this sentiment has

been gnen in a manner accordant with our for-

mally expressed desire. Your committee there-

fore beg leave to recommend the following reso-

lution:

—

Resolved, That the Right Rev. William Meade,
who has been consecrated assistant bishop of this

diocess, be, and he is hereby declared, successor of

our present venerable diocesan, in case he should

survive him.
The second point to which your committee

would invite the attention of this Convention is,

the duty of adopting some measure to provide for

meeting the expenditures, whether in travelling or

otherwise, to which our assistant bishop is subject,

as incidental to his office, and necessary to the

due performance of his episcopal duties. To de-

vise a proper measure for this purpose, your com-
mittee recommend the appointment of a special

committee.
The third point to be adverted to is the obli-

gation resting, as your committee conceive, on
this Convention, to adopt means for rendering to

our diocesan a suitable remuneration for his epis-

copal services. To devise such means, your com-
mittee recommend the appointment of a special

committee.
Geo. Lemon, Chairman.

On motion of the Rev. Mr. Grammer,
Resolved, That the report of the committee

be amended, by striking out from and after the

words, " but will content themselves with,"

down to the end of the first resolution proposed

by the committee, and insert, in lieu thereof,

the following: "recommending the adoption of

the following preamble and resolution : Whereas
the General Convention of the Protestant Epis-

copal Church in the United States have, by the

fifth canon of 1829, provided that every assist-

ant bishop who may hereafter be elected in the

said church shall be in all cases entitled to suc-

ceed the bishop of the diocess in which he may
be elected ; and whereas the Convention is

desirous of preserving, as far as possible, the

harmony and uniformity of the church, and of

testifying its confidence in the assistant bishop

of this diocess :—Therefore, Resolved, That
the restriction annexed to the election of the as-

sistant bishop of Virginia be hereby removed."
The question was then taken upon agreeing

with the committee in so much of their report,

as amended, as relates to the removal of the

restriction annexed to the election of assistant

bishop, and the same was carried in the affirm-

ative.

Ayes—The Rev. Ebenezer Boyden, Nicho-
las H. Cobbs, John Cole, John Cooke, James
Doughen, Charles Dresser, Hen. W. Ducachet,
Adam Empie, John Grammer, Frederick VV.

Hatch, Alexander Jones, Reuel Keith, George
Lemon, Edward R. Lippit, William F. Lee,
Edward C. M'Guire, Nahum G. Osgood, Ed-
ward W. Peet, Zachariah Meade ; Messrs.

Thomas M. Ambler, Thomas Nelson, Dr. L
Winston, Carter Berkeley, Junius A. Clay,

Samuel Pryor, John F. Clark, Obed Waite, Seth

Ward, Benj. Wigginton, Philip Nelson, Fran-

cis Nelson, Parke F. Berkeley, John Gray,

Geo. M. Carrington, John A. W. Smith, John

E. Paore, Robert P. Waring, Benjamin Pollard,

William C. Latane, Thomas L. Latane, Francis

C. Fitzhugh, Geo. Sharp, John Carter, Thomas
Marshall, George F. Washington, Benj. Fer-

guson, Alexander Stephens, and Samuel C.

Nichols—49.
Noes—The Rev. Johannes Edward Jackson,

William Jackson, Thomas Jackson, John P.

M'Guire ; Messrs. Edmund L Lee, John Stu-

art, and Lewis Berkeley—7.

On motion of the Rev. Mr. Grammer,
Resolved, That the second and third recom-

mendations contained in the report of the com-
mittee on the stale of the church, be referred to

a select committee of three members ; and a

committee was appointed of the Rev. Mr. Gram-
mer, Dr. Carter Berkeley, and Mr. Obed Waite.

On motion. Resolved, That the next Conven-
tion of the Protestant Episcopal Church of the

Diocess of Virginia be held in the borough of

Norfolk, on the third Thursday in May next.

On motion, Resolved, unanimously, That the

thanks of this Convention be tendered to the

ministers of the churches in this place, for the

liberal and kind offer of their churches for the

use of this Convention.

On motion. Resolved, unanimously. That the

thanks of this Convention be tendered to the

citizens of this place, for their kind and hospita-

ble attentions to the members of this Conven-
tion during its session.

On motion, Resolved, That one thousand

copies of this Journal be printed, and distributed

by the secretary among the parishes.

Resolved, That the treasurer pay to the sec-

retary his expenses incurred in attending this

Convention.

Resolved, That the treasurer pay to the door-

keeper of this Convention six dollars for his

services.

On motion. Resolved, That the sum of one
hundred and thirty-two dollars be appropriated

to the bishop for his episco; al services for the

support of his assistant, out of the contingent

fund, to make up, with the sum paid in for that

purpose during the present Convention, the sum
of two hundred and twenty-five dollars.

Then, on motion, the Convention adjourned

until half past 4 o'clock P. M.
The Convention met at half past 4 o'clock

P. M.
The standing committee of this diocess for

the past year presented the journal of their pro-

ceedings, which was read.

The Rev. Mr. Grammer, from the committee
to whom were referred the second and third

recommendations contained in the report of the

committee on the state of the church, presented
the following report :

—

The committee to whom were referred the

second and third recommendations contained in

the report of the committee on the state of the
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church, have had the same under consideration,

and beg leave to recommend the adoption of the

following resolutions :

—

Resolved, That John G. Williams, the Rev.
Mr. Lee, and the Rev. Mr. Peet, be appointed a

committee, to meet in the city of Richmond as

early as convenient, and make such an assess-

ment among the parishes of this diocess as

will raise the sum of three hundred dollars annu-
ally, to be paid to Bishop Moore, and that this

committee inform tlie clergymen of each par-

ish of the proportion required from his parish

;

and,

Resolved, That the clergy be required to raise

the quota so assessed, and pay it in at the next
Convention.

Resolved, That the treasurer of the church
pay to the Right Rev. Bishop Meade the sum of

one hundred and fifty dollars ; and that, in addi-

tion to this, he pay the expenses already incur-

red, and which may from time to time be in-

curred by the said bishop, in performing his epis-

copal visitations.

And, on the questions being severally put
upon agreeing with the committee in their pro-

posed resolutions, the same were carried in the

affirmative.

Dr. Carter Berkeley, from the executive

committee of the Missionary Society of the

Protestant Episcopal Church, presented the fol-

lowing report :

—

The executive committee of the Missionary
Society of the Protestant Episcopal Church re-

port to the Convention, that they have exam-
ined the treasurer's accounts, and find he has

received the sum of $324 72, none of which
has been expended, owing to the difficulty of

procuring a missionary.

That, in consequence of the distant location

of the different members of the executive com-
mittee, they have not had a meeting to organize

the society ; they therefore recommend to the

Convention the propriety of altering the third

article of the constitution of the Missionary

Society, so as to make the executive committee
consist of the officers of the society, and seven

clerical and seven lay members ; and that any

ttkee members may form a quorum to transact

ordinary business. The president of the Con-
vention will appoint the time of making the col-

lection for the benefit of the society.

On motion, Resolved, That the report be re-

ceived.

On motion. Resolved, That the Constitution

of the Protestant Episcopal Missionary Society

of the Diocess of Virginia be amended, by stri-

king out the third article of the same, and in-

serting, in lieu thereof, the following :

—

"Thebishoj) of the diocess shall be ex-officio

the president, and the assistant bishop shall be
ex-otficio the vice-president, and the other offi-

cers shall be a secretary, a treasurer, and an
executive committee, consisting of the said offi-

cers and seven clerical and seven lay members,
to be annually appointed by the Convenuon

;

and of this executive committee the bishop
shall be president, and three members shall be
suflicient to constitute a quorum to transact

business."

The (convention then proceeded to the elec-

tion of the officers and executive committee of
the Missionary Society ; and thereupon John
G. Williams was elected secretary, Thomas
Nelson was elected treasurer, and Rev. E. C.
M'Guire, Rev. H. W. Ducachet, Rev. N. H.
Cobbs, Rev. William Jackson, Rev. George A.
Smith, Rev. William F. Lee, Rev. E. W. Peet,

Mr. John Nelson, Dr. Carter Berkeley, Mr. Ed-
mund I. Lee, Mr. John Gray, Col. George M.
Carrington, and Mr. Samuel C Nichols, were
elected members of the executive committee.

The Convention proceeded to the election,

by ballot, of eight delegates, to represent this

diocess in the next General Convention of the

Protestant Episcopal Church of the United
States ; whereupon the following gentlemen
were duly elected, viz. :— Rev. Reuel Keith,

D. D., Rev. Nicholas H. Cobbs, Rev. Henry
W. Ducachet, Rev. John Grammer, Mr. John
G. Williams, Mr. Thomas Marshall, Mr. Philip

Nelson, and Mr. James M. Garnett.

On motion, ResolveJ, That the tenth canon,

directing the manner of electing vestrymen, be
amended, by adding thereto the following words

;

" Vacancies happening within the year may be

filled by the remaining members, provided a

sufficient number remains to form a quorum."
On motion. Resolved, That the will of Evan

Ragland be referred to the standing committee

of the diocess, with instruction to inquire into

the amount that has or will be collected in con-

formity vvith the compromise heretofore effected

with his heirs, and what disposition should be

made of the same in conformity with the will,

and report thereupon to the next Convention.

And then, on motion, the Convention adjourn-

ed, to meet in the borough of Norfolk, on the

third Thursday in May next.

William Meade,
Assistant Bishop of the Diocess

of Virginia.

J. G. Williams, Secretary.
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Journal of (he Proceedings of a Convention of the Protestant Episcopal Church of Virginia,

u-hich assembled in the Borough of Norfolk, on the 19lh day of May, 1831.

This being the day and place appointed for

the annual meeting of the Convention of the

Protestant Episcopal Church in the Diocess of

Virginia, the Right Rev. Bishop Moore, D. D.,

with several clergymen and lay delegates, at-

tended divine service in the Episcopal church

in this borough.

Mornjng prayers were read by the Rev. Ben-

jamin C. Cutler, and a sermon preached by the

Rev. John Granimer.

After divine service, the Right Rev. Bishop

Moore took the chair as president of the Con-
vention.

The following clergymen, entitled to seats in

this Convention, appeared, viz. :

—

Tlie Rev. Ephraim Adams, Alexandria ; Eb-
enezer Boyden, Augusta parish, Staunton

;

Mark L. Chevers, St. John's Church, Elizabeth

City parish ; Nicholas H. Cobbs, Russell par-

ish, Bedford county ; John Cole. Abingdon and

Ware parishes, Gloucester ; John Cooke, St.

Martin's parish, Hanover and Louisa counties
;

Benjamin C. Cutler, Shelburne parish, Loudoun
county ; James Doughen, St. James's parish,

IS'ortham, Goochland ; Charles Dresser, Antrim
parish, Halifax county ; Henry W. Ducachet,

M. D., Christ Church, Norfolk; Adam-Empie,
rector of Bruton parish, and President of Will-

iam and Mary College, Williamsburg ; Stephen

S. Gunter, Hungar's parish Northampton
;

Zachariah H. Goldsmith, St. Paul's parish.

King George ; John Grammer, St. Andrew's
and Bath parishes, Dinwiddle county ; Johannes

Edward Jackson, Christ (Church, Frederick par-

ish, Frederick county ; William Jackson, St.

Paul's Church, Alexandria ; Jacob Keeling, Suf-

folk parish, Nanseinond county ; George Lemon,
Hamilton and Leeds parishes, Fauquier ; Will-

iam F. Lee, Christ Church, Richmond ; Charles

Mann, Christ Church, Fairfax parish, Alexan-

dria ; Zachariah Meade, St Anne's parish,

Albentiarle county ; Edward C. M'Guire, St.

George's parish, Fredericksburg ; John P.

M'Guire, St. Anne's and South Farnham parish-

es, Essex ; Nahum G. Osgood, Moore's parish,

Campbell county ; Ira Parker, Lynnhaven par-

ish, Princess Anne ; Edward W. Peet, Henrico
parish, Henrico county ; Leonidas Polk, assist-

ant minister of the Monumental Church, Rich-

mond ; William Steel, St. James's parish, Meck-
lenburg ; Andrew Syme, Bristol parish, Peters-

burg ; John tL Wingfield, Portsmouth parish,

Norfolk county.

Ordered. That the Rev. James Doughen. the

Rev. John Cole, and Mr. Philip Nelson, be a

committee to examine the certificates of lay

delegates, who then withdrew, and, after a short

time, returned and presented the following re-

port :

—

The committee to whom were referred the

certificates of the lay delegates have, according

to order, examined the same, and report, that

the following persons have been duly elected

lay delegates to this Convention, and that their

certificates are in the form prescribed by the

canon, viz. :

—

Burwell Bassett, Bruton parish, Williams-

burg ; Wright Soulhgate, Christ Church, Nor-
folk ; Augustin L. Dabney, Abingdon parish,

Gloucester ; Warner T. Taliaferro, Ware par-

ish, Gloucester ; Mallory M. Todd, Newport
parish. Isle of Wight ; William B. Whitten,

Russell parish, Bedford county ; Thurmer
Hogcrard, Lvnnhaven parish". Princess Anne ;

Arthur Emerson, Trinity Church, Portsmouth

parish ; William G. Minor and Thomas L.

Lomax, St. Margaret's parish, Caroline ; John
Nelson, St. James's parish, Mecklenburg county;

Edward Valentine, Augusta parish, Augusta

county ; John W. Page, Hampshire parish,

Hampshire county ; John T. Clark, Antrim

parish, Halifax county ; Isaac Winston and

Philip Slaughter, jr , St. Stephen's Church,

Culpepper county'; James M. Garnett, St.

Anne's parish, Essex county ; William Boiling,

St. James's parish, Northam, Goochland coun-

ty; Roger B. Atkinson, Cumberland parish, Lu-

nenburg county ; Francis Wicker, St. John's

Church, Henrico parish, Henrico ; Francis C.

Fitzhugh, M. D., St. Paul's parish. King George

county ; Junius A. Clay, Tillotson parish, Buck-
ingham county ; Linneus Dupuy, St. Paul's

Church, Lynchburg ; Joseph Prentiss, St.

Paul's Church, town of Suiiblk ; Austin Fitz-

hugh and Edward T. Tayloe, Brunswick par-

ish. King George county ; Westwood S. Arnii-

stead, St. John's Church, parish of Elizabeth

City ; Edmund I. Lee, Christ Church, Fairfax

parish, Alexandria ; Hilary Baker, Christ

Church, Richmond ; William G. Smith, M. D
,

Hungar's parish, Northampton : Archibald Ma-
gill, Christ Church, Norborne parish, Berkeley

;

Francis Nelson, St. Martin's parish, Hanover

and Louisa counties ; Thomas Marshall, Leeds

parish, Fauquier county ; Robert Boiling, Bris-

tol parish. Prince George county ; Alexander

Brodnax, St. Andrew's parish, Brunswick

;

William S. Jones, Christ Church, Winchester;

Hugh Nelson, Fredericksville parish, Albe-

marle ; Walter Coles, St. Anne'.s Church, Albe-

marle county ; Leven S. Joynes, St. George's

parish, Accomack county ; John G. Lawrence,

South Farnham parish, Essex county ; Robert

Pollard and J G. Williams, Monumental
Church, Richmond ; Philip Nelson, Frederick

parish, Frederick county ; William M. Black-

ford, Hamilton parish, Fauquier county ; Thom-
as Withers, Bath parish, Dinwiddle county

;

John Gray, St. George's parish, Fredericks-

burg.

That the following persons appear to have

been duly elected, but the certificates are not

in the form prescribed by the canon, viz. :

—

Thomas Nel.-oii, Frederick parish, Frederick

county ; John Thorn, St. Mark's parish, Cul-

pepper county.

On motion, Resolved, That the said report

be received.
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The Rev. T. G. Bedell, of Philadelphia, the

Rev. Frederick \V. Hatch, of Washingion, and
the Rev. William G. H. Jones, of North Caro-
lina, with several candidates for orders, were
invited by the president, in pursuance of the

standing order of the Convention, to attend the

sittings of the same.

On motion of Mr J. G. Williams,
Resolved, That the following rules of order,

adopted bv the last Convention for the govern-
ment of their proceedings, he the rules of pro-

ceeding during the present Convention.
1. The business of every day shall be intro-

duced with prayer.

2. When the president takes the chair, no
member shall continue standing, or shall after-

ward stand up, except to address the chair.

3. No member shall absent himself from the

house unless he have leave, or be unable to at-

tend.

4. When any member is about to speak in

debate, or deliver any matter to the house, he
shall, with due respect, address himself to the

president, confining himself strictly to the point

in debate.

5. No member shall speak more than twice

in the same debatt without leave of the house.

6. A question being once determined shall

stand as the judgment of the house, and shall

not again be drawn into debate during the same
session, unless with the consent of two thirds

of the house.

7. While the president is putting any ques-

tion, the mgmbers shall continue in their seats,

and shall not hold any private discourse.

8. Every^nember who shall be in the house
when any question is put, shall, on a division,

be counted, unless he be personally interested

in the decision.

9. No motion shall be considered as before

the house unless it be seconded, and, when re-

quired, reduced to writing.

10. When any question is before the house, it

shall be determined upon before any new subject

is introduced, except the question of adjourn-

ment.

11. The question on a motion of adjourn-

ment shall be taken before any other, and with-

out debate.

12. When the house is about to rise, every

member shall keep his seat \intil the president

shall leave his chair.

13. None of the rules of order shall be sus-

pended without the concurrence of two thirds

of the members present.

Ordered, That the Rev. Adam Empie, the

Rev. Edward C. M'Guire, the Rev. John
Grammer, the Rev. William Jackson, Mr. Ed--

mund I. Lee, Mr. Thomas Marshall, Mr. Bur-
well Bassett, and Mr. Hugh Nelson, be a com-
mittee to take into consideration the state of

the church in this diocess, and report there-

upon to this Convention.

Ordered, That the Rev. Nicholas H. Cobbs,

the Rev. John P. M'Guire, the Rev. Edward W.
Peet, and Mr. Francis Nelson, be a committee

to examine the parochial reports.

Ordered, That the Rev. George Lemon, the

Rev. Johannes Edward Jackson, the Rev.
Ehenezer Boydrn. and Mr John Thorn, be a
commiitee to examine the state of the fund for

the support of the widow's and orphans of de-
ceased clergymen.

Ordered, That the Rev. William F. Lee,
Mr. John Nelson, Mr. Robert Pollard, and Mr
Thomas Withers, be a committee to examine
the treasurer's accounts.

Ordered, That Mr. Edmund I. Lee, Mr
James M. Garnett, Mr. Wright Souihgate, Mr.
John Gray, and Mr. Walter Coles, be a com-
mittee to examine the accounts of the treasurer

of the fund for the permanent support of the

episcopate in this diocess.

On motion. Resolved, That when the Con-
vention adjourn to-day, it adjourn to meet to-

morrow morning, at 9 o'clock.

And then, on motion, the Convention ad-

journed until to-morrow morning, 9 o'clock.

Fridav, May 20, 1831.

The Convention met according to adjourn-
ment, and was opened with prayer by the Rev.
George Lemon.
The Right Rev. Bishop Moore being absent,

from indisposition, the Rev. Mr. Lemon was
called to the chair.

Mr. Fitch W. Taylor, a lay delegate of St.

Paul's Church, Alexandria, appeared, produced
a certificate of his appointment, and took his

seat.

The secretary received the following contri-

butions from sundry parishes of this diocess for

the contingent fund :

—

Bruton parish, Williamsburg,
Christ Church, Norfolk, -

Abingdon and Ware parishes,

Newport parish, Isle of Wight, -

Russell parish, Be(frord county, -

Lyiinhaven parish. Princess Anne,
Trinity Church, Portsmouth parish,

St. Margaret's parish, Caroline,

St. James's parish, Mecklenburg,
Augusta parish, Augusta county,

Antrim parish, Halifax county, -

St. Stephen's Church, Culpepper coun-

St. Anne's parish, Essex, - - -

St. James's parish, Northam, Goochland
county, . - . . .

Cumberland parish, Lunenburg county,

St. John's Church, Henrico parish,

St. Paul's parish. King George countv,

Tillotson parish, Buckingham county,

St. Paul's Church, Lynchburg, -

St. Paul's Church, town of Sufi'olk,

Brunswick parish, King George county,

St. John's Church, parish of Elizabeth

City,

Christ Church, Fairfax parish, Alexan-
dria, .-..-.

Christ Church, Richmond,
Hungar's parish, Northampton, -

Christ Church, Norborne parish, Berke-

ley, ..---.

$15 00
30 00
20 50
3 00

30 00
10 00
15 00
3 00
16 00
10 00
25 00

13 00
22 00

10 CO
15 CO
15 00
27 50
14 (10

15 00
7 50

10 00

6 00

30 00
15 00
10 00

5 00

Amount carried forward, $392 50
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Amount brought forward, S392 50

St. Martin's parish, Hanover and

Louisa counties, - - - - 20 00

Leeds parish, Fauquier county, - - 15 00

Bristol parish, Prince George county, 30 00
St. Andrew's parish, Brunswick county, 15 00

Christ Church, Winchester, - - 15 00

St. Anne's Church, Albemarle, - - 5 00
St. George's parish, Accomack, - 10 00
South Farnham parish, Essex county, 10 00
Frederick parish, Frederick county, - 15 00
Monumental Church, Richmond, - 30 GO
Hamilton parish, Fauquier county, - 15 00
Bath parish, Dinwiddie county, - 15 00
St. George's parish, Fredericksburg, - 20 00
St. Mark's parish, Culpepper county, - 20 00
St. Paul's Church, Alexandria,

" - 20 00
St. James's Church, Leesburg, Lou-
doun county, - - - - 10 00

From Mrs. Lucy Thweatt, Mrs. Mary \

Johnson, Mrs Mary Thweatt, and I in nn
Mrs. Virginia Pegram, of Ches-

(

terfield county (donation), )

Fredericksville parish, Albemarle coun-
ty, 10 00

$677 50

The following sums were paid by sundry
parishes towards the support of Bishop Moore,
and as a remuneration for his episcopal servi-

ces, in pursuance of the assessment made upon
them by the committee appointed at the last

Convention for that purpose :

—

Bruton parish, Williamsburg, - - $12 00
Christ Church, Norfolk, - - - 12 00
Abingdon and Ware parishes, Glouces-

ter, - 5 00
Newport parish. Isle of Wight, - 3 00
Russell parish, Bedford county, - 12 00
Trinity Church, Portsmouth parish, - 9 00
St. Margaret's parish, Caroline county, 7 00
St. James's parish, Mecklenburg, - 8 00
Augusta parish, Augusta county, - 7 50
Antrim parish, Halifax county, - - 6 00
St. Stephen's Church, Culpepper coun-

ty, 9 00
St. Anne's parish, Essex county, - 8 00
St. John's Church, Henrico parish,

Henrico county, - - - - 8 00
TiUotson parish, Buckingham, - - 7 00
St. Paul's Church, Lvnchbiirg, - - 10 00
St. Paul's Church, town of Suflblk, - 5 00
St. John's Church, parish of Elizabeth

City, 6 00
Christ Church, Fairfax parish, Alexan-

dria, 12 00
Christ Church, Richmond, - - 9 00
Hungar's parish, Northampton, - - 5 00
Christ Church, Norborne parish, Berke-

ley, 5 00
St. Martin's parish, Hanover and

Louisa counties, - - - - 10 00
Leeds parish, Fauquier county, - - 6 00
Bristol parish. Prince George county, 12 00
St. Andrew's and Bath parishes, - 10 00

Amount carried forward, $203 50

Amount brought forward, $203 50
Christ Church, Winchester, - - 12 00
St. Anne's Church, Albemarle, - - 5 00
St. George's parish, Accomack, - 5 00
South Farnham parish, Essex county, - 4 00
Frederick parish, Frederick county, - 12 00
Monumental Church, Richmond, - 12 00
Hamilton parish, Fauquier county, - 6 00
St. George's parish, Fredericksburg, - 12 00
St. Mark's parish, Culpepper county, - 6 00
St. Paul's Church. Alexandria, - - 12 00
St. James's Church, Leesburg, - - 12 00
Moore parish, Campbell county, - 5 00
From Rev. Mr. Crawford, Louisa, - 10 00
Fredericksville parish, Frederick county, 12 00

$328 50

Mr. Edmund I. Lee, from the committee ap-

pointed to examine the state of the fund for the

permanent support of the episcopate in this dio-

cess, presented the following report :

—

The committee upon the subject of the Bishops'
Fund respectfully report a statement of the ac-

count rendered by the wardens of Christ Church,
Fairfax parish, under whose care the same has
been placed, which will show how much has been
added to the principal since the last Convention,
and what is the present amount of the fund :

—

It appears that in the year 1822, the late Rev.
Andrew Belmain, of Winchester, gave a share of

the stock of the Bank of Virginia to this fund, and
the same was transferred to the Right Rev. Bishop
Moore and the gentlemen then members of the
standing committee. That all the members of

the then committee have departed this life except
two, one of whom removed several years ago out
of the diocess, and is no longer m. member of
the committee. That there is now due from
the bank, for unreceived dividends on this share,

$39 75.

The committee would recommend, that the

share in the Bank of Virginia should be sold by
the surviving trustees, and the money, with the

dividends now due, be vested in such other fund
as the church-wardens aforesaid shall deem most
to the interest of the fund.

The whole fund, including the bank-stocks at

par value, and the .$39 75 dividends due on the

share in the Virginia Bank, added to the $13 16 in

the hands of the trustees of the Bishops' Fund,
amounts to .B5,552 91.

The committee are unanimously of opinion,

that steps ought to be taken to increase the

Bishops' Fund as rapidly as practicable. They
cannot forbear to express the great importance
of being able to release the bishops from parochial

duties, so that they may be able to travel as much
and as often through this extensive diocess as

circumstances will admit. Under this impres-
sion, the committee recommend the adoption of

the following resolutions :

—

Resolved, That the minister of each church in

this diocess, annually, deliver an appropriate dis-

course, recommending the pious oliject of the
episcopal fund, and the necessity of increasing the

same. The collections to be made at such time
and in such manner as the minister and wardens
of this church shall deem most expedient. The
amount of the collection in each church shall,

when practicable, be forthwith remitted by the
minister thereof to the church-wardens of Christ
Church, Alexandria, Fairfax parish ; and he shall

also report the amount collected and remitted as
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aforesaid, to the next Convention, which report

shall be entered on the journals of the same.

The church-wardens aforesaid sliall forthwith pro-

ceed to vest the same fund, which will produce
an interest payable half yearly.

Resolved, That the share in the Virginia Bank
be sold, and the proceeds applied as recommended
in the report.

On motion. Resolved, That the said report be

for the present laid upon the table.

The Rev. William F. Lee, from the commit-

tee appointed to examine the treasurer's ac-

counts, made the following report :

—

The committee to whom was referred the

treasurer's account, respectfully report, that

they have examined the same, and find it to be

correct—the various items being ascertained by

the proper vouchers, which are filed with the

account. The balance remaining in the hands

of the treasurer at this time is $76 4i.

On motion. Resolved, That the said report be

received and approved.

The session was then suspended, for the pur-

pose of attending divine service by the Rev.

Mr. Dresser, and a sermon by the Rev. Mr.

Empie.
After divine service. Rev. Bishop Moore ap-

peared and took his seat as president of tlie

Convention.

The Right Rev. Bishop Moore, agreeably to

the 45th canon of the General Convention, de-

livered the following

ADDRESS.
In compliance with the duty enjoined on me by

the church, I now present to the Convention a

view of my episcopal labours since their last an-

nual meeting.

In the month of June I visited the town of Pe-

tersburg, in company with several of the clergy
;

at which time I preached in the church at that

place, and confirmed thirteen persons. In the

month of December I repeated my visit, preached,

and confirmed nine.

On the 27th of November I visited Fredericks-

burg, on the evening of which day I confirmed

twenty-four ; and on Sunday, the 28th, I preached,

admitted Mr. Cleaver to deacons' orders, the Rev.

G. VV. Ridgeley to the priesthood, and administer-

ed the Lord's Supper.
On the 22d of November I attended the conse-

cration of the present bishop of Maryland, at

which time 1 preached, and assisted in all the so-

lemnities usual on such occasions.

During the last winter I visited the county of

Hanover, with the intention of laying the corner-

stone of a church now building, but was prevent-

ed from discharging that duty by the weather. I

however lectured at the house of Dr. Berkeley.

In November I visited the county of Essex,

and officiated in Vauter's Church.
During the past year I have visited Norfolk and

Portsmouth several times. In .lune I admitted

to the priesthood, in Christ Church, the Rev.

John H. Hill and the Rev. John Cole ; and in

March, ordained Mr. W. N. Hawks deacon, and
preached on the evening of the same day.

In Portsmouth I have preached several times
;

consecrated a handsome new church, and institu-

ted the Rev. J. H. Wingfield pastor of that parish.

I have visited the county of Goochland several

times, upon which occasions I have always
Dreached, and administered the Lord's Supper.

In July last I consecrated Christ Church, in the

city of Richmond, of which the Rev. Wm. F. Lee
is rector; on which occasion 1 preached, and ad-

ministered the Lord's Supper. I preached also in

that church on the evening of Good Friday, and
confirmed sixteen persons ; and in February, I

ordained in the same church Mr. Jos. H. Saun-
ders deacon, and administered the Lord's Supper.

In February, I instituted the Rev. E. W. Feet
rector of St. John's Church, in the city of Rich-
mond, on which occasion the Rev. W. F. Lee
preached ; and on the evening of Sunday, the 8th
instant, [ admitted to the priesthood, in the same
church, the Rev. Jarvis Buxton : sermon by the
Rev. Mr. Peet.

In the present month I visited Hanover county,
preached in the morning in the church, and lec-

tured in the afternoon at the house of Mr. Nelson
Berkeley, and m both places had large and atten-

tive congregations.

The last week I visited the county of Essex,
preached to the largest congregation I have ever
seen in Vauter's Church, and confirmed two per-

sons ; and in the afternoon of the same day, the

Rev. Mr. Peet lectured at the house of Mr. James
Garnett.

The next day I preached in Port Royal to the
largest congregation I have ever met in that place.

I then crossed the Rappahannock and visited King
George county, in which place I consecrated St.

Paul's Church—an edifice which has been resto-

red to the worship of Almighty God ; and, by the
generous efforts of the congregation, has been
finished with great taste. I preached on the oc-

casion to an immense crowd of respectable and
pious worshippers, confirmed twenty-two, and ad-

ministered the Lord's Supper to upwards of sixty

persons.

Upon that solemn occasion I was assisted by
five clergymen, whose labours were continued
three successive days ; and we have every reason
to believe, that the word which was then deliver-

ed will not return unto the Lord void; but that

many precious souls have received an impulse
which will never cease to shed its good effects in

their future life and conversation.

I cannot conclude without recommending to

the clergy and people the great importance of re-

ligious associations. They have a tendency to

produce in the minds of both minister and congre-

gations an increase of religious ardour ; to heigh-

ten their attachment to the church, her doctrines,

and worship ; and to fit and prepare them for the

society of angels, and the spirits of the just made
perfect in Heaven.

Rich'd C. Moore.

The following Address of the Right Rev.
Bishop Meade, made in pursuance of the canon,

was read by the secretary .

—

To the Members of the Convention of the Protest-

ant Episcopal Church in the Diocess of Virginia,

assembled in Norfolk, May 19th, 1831.

Dear Brethren and I- riends,—Being called

by the providence of God to perform episcopal

duties in places far distant from that in which you
have assembled, I send you the following brief

notice of such services as I have been enabled to

render during the past year, in aid of our much
loved father in Christ. Most of you being pres-

ent, doubtless remember with holy joy the exer-

cises ofthe Sabbath which succeeded our last Con-
vention in the town of Winchester. The morning
was commenced by administering the rite of bap-

tism to two adults, and of confirmation to twenty-

two. Our mid-day services were truly interesting,

and we hope edifying. Tiiey were prolonged to

an unusual length by the administration of the
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Lord's Supper to a multitude of devout worship-
pers, and by the ordination of one priest and three
deacons. The He.v. Mr. Smailwood, from Mary-
land, was admitted to piiests' orders, and the Rev.
Mr. Ash, Mr. Adams, and Mr. Hill, to deacons'
orders. The last ordination was rendered doubly
dear and interesting to us all, by the considera-
tion that Mr. Hill and his beloved wife w^e soon
to leave our shores, and engage in the gloriuus ef-

fort to extend the kingdom of the Redeemer
through the world. From the time ol the Con-
vention until the month of August, my labours
were confined to the limits ofmy own paiish. with
the exception of a visit to Leesburg and another to

Charlestown, at each of which places I preached,
and administered the ordinances of religion. In
the latter, two persons were confirmed. On the
16th of August, I set out on a visit to our few scat-
tered congregations on the banks of the Kanawha
ami Ohio livers. On my way thither I stopped
at Woodstock, where I preached once, at Harri-
sonburg, where I preached twice, and at Port Re-
pubhc, where I preached once. In and around
each of these places we have some friends warm-
ly attached to our church, who, if not able to sup-
port regular ministers, would rejoice in the occa-
sional services of missionaries. I also tarried sev-

eral days in Staunton, preaching repeatedly, con-
firming two persons, and uniting in the adminis-
tration of the Lord's Supper. The zeal of our
people ill that place has led them to the erection
of a new brick church, which will he consecrated
in the tour upon which 1 ain just entering. On
leaving Staunton I proceeded without delay to

Charlestown, in Kanawha county, which I reach-
ed in sis days. In this place and the neighbour-
hood I spent two Sabbaths and the intervening
days in the performance of ministerial and epis-

copal duties. During its period I preached ten
times, consecrated one church, baptized one adult
and nineteen children, confirmed si.vteen, and ad-
ministered the Lord's Supper twice. 1 was truly
gratified by my visit to this parish. It has been
now destitute for some years of the ministrations
of our church; but there are a goodly number of
pious persons who are strongly attached to our
communion, and firmly resolved to procure the
services of some faithful minister, whose temporal
wants will, 1 am confident, be well provided for.

I trust that it will please the Great Shepherd
soon to send them a pastor after his own heart.
From Kanawha I directed my course towards
Wheeling, which I reached in six days. It was
my intention to call at Parkersburg, but circum-
stances prevented. While in Marietta, on the op-
posite side of the river and some miles above, I

learned that there were a number of persons abt)ut
Parkersburg who were desirous to obtain the ser-
vices of an Kpiscopal minister, and that if a suit-
able one could be obtained, a union would be
probably formed between Parkersburg and Mari-
etta, which might offer a sufficient field of useful-
ness to a pious man, and ensure him a moderate
support. I reached Wheeling on Saturday even-
ing, and spent the three following days there,
nreaching four limes. On Wednesday I wont to
Wellsbiirg, and preached to a large congregation
that nighi. On Tlniisday I preached at St. John's
Church, about eight miles from Weilsbnrg, and in

the evening at Steubenville, in Ohio. I preached
again at St. .lohn's Friday morning, when I con-
firmed nineteen, and on Saturday morning I

preached again at Wellsburg, confirming nine.
At this time a regular church was organized
in 'W'ellsbuig, and a vestry appointed. I feel

much interested for this new church, and for

the congregation at St. John's. The Rev. Mr.

Morse, of the diocess of Ohio, has kindly nur-
sed them for some years ; but he informs me
that they want more attention than he can spare
from his other charges. Some pious minister,

whose chief desire is to have souls for his hire,

might labour among them very usefully ; and
though he might not abound, he would not, I

think, sufl'er want. He would have comfort in the
society of some sincere, humble, and pious souls,

and might be the instiument of salvation to many
sinners. After having concluded my labours in

Wellsburg and the neighbourhood, 1 returned to

Wheeling, and spent another Sabbath in that

place, when I admitted seven persons to the rite

of confirmation. The rector of the congregation

at Wheeling appears to be earnestly engaged in

the duties of the ministry, and will, I trust, re-

ceive the blessing of his divine Master. It was
my intention to have returned by tiie way of Mor-
gantovvn, Clarksburg, and Moorfields; but, being
unable to make appointments in due time, I took
a different route, and reached home after an ab-

sence of six weeks. In the month of October I

paid a visit to the churches in ISerkeley county,
and also to that in Shepherdstown. In the coun-
ty of Berkeley I preached repeatedly, admitted
twenty-six to the rite of confirmation, and admin-
istered the holy communion. Most of the per-

sons confirmed were quite young ; but, in the judg-
ment of those most competent to form a correct

opinion, truly engaged in seeking the salvation of

their souls, and v\ell worthy to be admitted to a

full participation of all the privileges of God's
house. In Shepherdstown I preached twice and
confirmed six. In the month of December I spent

a few days at an association in Winc'nester, and on
Sunday admitted eight to confirmation and the holy
communion. During the year, I have also admit-
ted to confirmation, within the bounds of my own
parish, nineteen persons. I have nothing else to

report in the way of ejiiscopal labours, except a
short excursion in the month of April, in which I

visited the churches in Louduun, Kauquier, Alex-
andria, and the Theological Seminary. In Lees-
burg I preached twice. J am happy to state, that

the congregation in that place enjoys the services

of the Rev. Mr. Cutler, and hope it will long re-

tain them. In Fauquier I preached three times,

twice at Warrenton and once at Cool Spring. In
the former place I admitted eleven to the rite of

confirmation. In conclusion, I would beg leave to

call the serious attention of my brethren to the

present condition of our Theological Institution

in the vicinity of Alexandria. At no previous time
has God, by his holy Spirit, moved the minds of

so many pious ynuih within our communion to

devote themselves to the gospel ministry. At no
previous time has the seminary been so full of stu-

dents preparing themselves for the high and holy
duties of the priesthood. And yet, at no period

have the funds of the Fducation Society been so
inadequate to meet the demands made upon it.

The treasury is now exhausted. I feel a pleasing

assurance that the mere statement of this fact

will be sufficient to stimulate the languishingzeal
of our friends. Many of our auxiliaries have, I

doubt not, relaxed in their exertions, from a sup-
position that our condition was so prosperous as
not to require the continuance of the zeal which
first animated them. I have not the least reason
for believing that there is in one of them the

slightest change of sentiment in regard to the in-

stitution. I am very conlident that there is no
just cause for such change. I would therefore

take this opportunity of urging it upon all the

members of the Convention, and especially upon
my brethren in the ministry, to resolve, on return-
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ing to their several homes, to renew their exer-

tions in this cause, and not sufl'er so lioly and im-
portant an institution for a moment to be retarded

in Its operation lor the want of a prompt and gen-
erous support. At the time that this communica-
tion shall be read to you, 1 sliall be far distant from
my brethren and friends; but my heart will be
with them—and I pray that grace, mercy, and
peace may be multiphed unto them, and that the
holy exercises of the Convention may be more
abundantly blessed than on any previous occasion.
And, in return, let me beg that the prayers of all

the brethren and /riciids may be otiered up for a
weak, and unworthy brother.

Wiui.iAM Meade,
Assistant Bishop of Virginia.

On motion of Mr. Edmund I. Lee,

Resolved, That the addresses of the bishop

and assistant bishop of this diocess be referred to

the committee on the state of the church.

The parochial reports were handed in and

read, and referred to the committee on parochial

reports.

On motion of Mr. Edmund I. Lee,

The report of the committee to examine into

ihe state of the fund for the permanent support

of the episcopate in this diocess was taken up,

and again read, when,
On motion, the Convention adjourned until

to-morrow morning, 9 o'clock.

S.vTURDAV, May 21, 1S31.

The Convention met according to adjourn-

ment, and was opened with prayer by the Rev.

Mr. Doughen.
The Rev. Reuel Keith, D. D., appeared and

took his seat.

The report of the committee upon the subject

of the Bishops' Fund was again taken up and

considered, and, upon the question being taken,

the report and resolutions were agreed to.

On motion of Mr. Edmund L Lee,

Resolved, That the next Convention of the

Protestant Episcopal Church of the Diocess of

Virginia be held in the town of Alexandria, on

the third Wednesday in May next.

The session was then suspended, for the pur-

pose of attending divine service by the Rev. Mr.

Steel, and a sermon by the Rev Mr. Cutler.

Resolved, That the treasurer of the Conven-

tion do pay to the secretary of the House of

Clerical and Lay Delegates of the General Con-
vention the sum of eleven dollars, being the

sjiecidl assessment upon this. diocess for the

purpose of paying the debt now due from the

General Convention.

The Rev. Mr. Lemon, from the committee to

whom was referred the examination of the ac-

counts of the treasurer of the fund for the relief

of the widows and orphans of deceased clergy-

men of the Episcopal Church of Virginia, made
the following report :

—

The committee to whom was referred the

examination of the accounts of the treasurer

of the fund for the relief of the widows and

orphans of deceased clergymen of the Episcopal

Church of Virginia, beg leave to report, that the

following account of the treasurer, Mr. John

Hooff, was submitted to tkem : of ihe entire
j

R

correctness of which account they have no
doubt ; but no vouchers were submitted to the
committee.

George Lkmon, Chairman.

The Fund or the Rcliff of the Widmrs and Or-
phans of Deceased Clergymen of the Prolexl-

ant Episcopal Church of Virginia, in account

with John Hooff, Treastirer, Dr.

1830, May 25.—To cash paid for four

shares of the Farmers' Bank of Alex-
andria stock, $30 per share, - $120 00

Oct. 2.—To cash paid for four shares of
do., 120 00

1831, Jan. 5.—To cash transmitted the

Rev. Alexander Jones, for the use of
Miss Maria Heath, - - - 30 00

Balance in treasurer's hands, - 125 61

Or.

1830, May 12.—By old account for bal-

ance, ------
July 3.—Bydividend on three percents.,

for one quarter, - . . .

July 8.—By cash for dividend on five

shares Bank Alexandria stock,

Oct. 1.—By cash for dividend on eighty-

three shares Farmers' Bank Alex-
andria, - - . - .

Oct. 4.—By cash for dividend on three

per cents., one quarter,

1831, Jan. 8.—By cash for dividend on
three per cents., one quarter,

Jan. 10.—By cash for dividend on five

shares Bank Alexandria stock,

Jan. 31.—By cash for dividend on one
share Bank of Virginia, from July,

1829, to January, 1831,

April 2.—By cash for dividend on three

per cents., one quarter,

April 5.—By cash for dividend one ighty-

seven shares Farmers' Bank Alexan-
dria stock, . - - - -

$395 61

$123 49
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The Rev. Mr. Cobbs, from the committee on
the parochial reports, presented the following

report, which was read and received.

The committee appointed to examine the paro-

chial reports would state to the Convention that

ihey have performed that duty, and herewith re-

turn the said reports, revised and abridged, for ni-

sertion on the journal.

N. H. Cobbs, Chairman.

St. George's parish, Accomack. This parish

has been without a rector for the last eleven

months. The congregations are desirous to obtam
one as early as possible. Both churches m the
parish are in good order. The Rev. Messrs. Che-
vers and Gunter have each visited the parish twice
since it has been vacant, and preached several

times. Communicants twenty-eight—one mar-
riage—baptisms fifteen—Sunday School scholars

sixty-three. There is also an mfant class of about
fifteen, from two to seven years of age, under the
direction of two young ladies. It was formed in

April, and is becoming very interesting. There
is also a Female Tract Society, auxiliary to the

American Tract Society, in a prosperous condi-

tion; also a Bible Society, in rather a languishmg
condition. Levin S. Joynes, Delegate.

Hungar's parish, Northampton county, Virginia.

Since last report, Hungar's Church has been
repaired, and a new and handsome brick church
erected at Eastville, which is now ready for con-

secration. Two Bible Societies have been formed,
and the county supplied with the word of God. A
Female Tract Society has been formed. A Tem-
perance Society has been organized that numbers
seventy-five. The visible effects of this society

are great, and it promises much usefulness to the
community at large, as well as to families and in-

dividuals. The temperance cause is the cause of

God, and will prevail. 1 have had evening service

at the lower end of the county and at Bell Haven
alternately, every Lord's day, and lectures at East
Hill in the week. The present number of com-
municants is twenty-eight—baptisms one hundred
and one—burials forty-three—marriages thirty-

one. S. S. Gunter, Rector.

St. Matthew's Church, Wheelmg. Having ob-

tained help of God, we continue unto this day pro-

gressing steadily, if not rapidly. The visit of our
beloved bishop was a season of refreshing from the
presence of the Lord. The fallen were raised up,
the weak-hearted were helped and comforted—all

were strengthened.
The Lord has added a few to the church of

such, we trust, as shall be saved. They have
given additional weight and influence to tiie body
of communicants, thirty-two in number, in whose
confessions of Christ, humility, love, and devotion,
the rector has abundant cause of rejoicing and
hope.

The Sunday School is flourishing ; it has nine
teachers and about a hundred scholars.
The two congregations in Brooke county, so

long and faithfully served by the Rev. Mr. Morse,
of SteubenviUe, Ohio, still continue to prosper
under his care. The number of communicants in

both is, I believe, about fifty.

J. Tho.mas Wheat, Rector.
Augusta parish, Staunton. The affairs of this

parish wear, in most respects, a far brighter aspect
than at any former period of the labours of the
present minister. One new church in Staunton,
a very neat and commodious edifice, is nearly
completed. That in the neighbourhood is com-
menced. In spiritual things God has poured on
us his blessing.

Members added to the communion last year
sixteen—confirmations fifteen—baptisms twelve

—

marriages eight—deaths six—whole number of

communicants forty-two. E. Boyuen.

Christ Church, Winchester. The situation of

Christ Church, Frederick parish, continues to be

prosperous. Our increase is steady, but not rapid.

The public ministrations and social exercises are

well attended, and the benevolent societies liber-

ally supported.

During the past year a Missionary Society has
been organized, and an auxiliary to it, by a Sewing
Society, formed among the ladies of the congrega-
tion, both of which promise much good
There are two Sunday Schools under the pat-

ronage of the church ; the one more immediately
attached to the congregation is well supplied with
pious teachers, and possesses a useful library, and
contains about eighty scholars. School No. 2 is

located at a cotton-factory about three miles from
town, and contains about sixty scholars, many of
whom are adults; six of them are deeply concern-
ed about the salvation of their souls. The library

of the school contauis about seventy volumes, fur-

nished by the congregation of Christ Church.
Since the last Convention eighteen have been

added to the communion, of whom two members
have removed from the parish, leaving the present
number of communicants eighty-two—baptisms
twenty-one—marriages eight.

The congregation at Mill Creek continues to
increase; the attendance is full to overflowing;
the spacious building which we possess frequently
cannot contain the congregation.

J. E. Jackson, Rector.
Lynnhaven parish, Princess Anne county. In

July last I took charge of this parish, and devoted
my whole time to it until the last of September,
when, being under the necessity of settling in
Portsmouth, I altered my appointments and added
two more churches to my field of labour—one in
Elizabeth river parish, and the other in St. Bride's,
in Norfolk county, in each of which I preached
once a month. At length, believing that it was
inexpedient to continue my services any longer in

the former parish, I resigned it, and commenced
preaching at Deep Creek, in Portsmouth parish,
where I have had considerable encouragement.
Baptized six white children and four coloured

—

total ten. Ira Parkbr.
St. Stephen's Church, Culpepper. This church

has been for the last year without a pastor, owing
to the infirmity and subsequent removal of our late

minister, the Rev. George A. Smith. But, not-
withstanding this event, which has been deeply
deplored, it is not believed as yet there has been
any falling off among those who profess to be par-
tial to the church. On the contrary, a few weeks
ago, when we were visited by Mr. Smith, one or
two new members were admitted to the commu-
nion. The lay delegate has been instructed to
use his best exertions to procure the services of a
clergyman. J. Winston, Lay Delegate.

St. Anne's parish, Albemarle. During the past
year two Sunday Schools have been formed, em-
bracing more than fifty scholars.

Two Tract Societies have also been formed,
the one auxiliary to the Episcopal Tract Society,
and the other auxiliary to the American Tract
SocifSy.

The congregations are generally respectable and
attentive, and there are some more than ordinary
indications of seriousness.

The communion has not been administered,
consequently the number of communicants not
known. L. Mead.
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St. James's Church, Leesburg. For the last

six months there have been resjular services in the
church and in the parish, and it is believed not
without a divine blessin;,'. During this time there
have been three deatiis, four baplisnis, and one
marriage. The number of comnunncaiits is forty-

nine. The number of Sunday School scholars is

one hundred and forty, and the number of teachers
twenty-four. The vestry are now taking measures
to enlarge the church.
The church in Leesburg is closed one Sunday

in a month, the rector oHiciating on that day alter-

nately at Aldie and Middleburg. Of the state of

rehgion in this parish, nothnig more at present

can be said than that there is a general interest m
the means of grace, and, it is believed, a spirit of

prayer for an increase of pure and undefiled reh-

gion.

The Education Society and missionary opera-

tions are not forgotten. B. C Cutlkr.
Lexington parish, Amherst county, and Nelson

parish, Nelson county. Through the providence

of God, the minister has been enabled to perform,

in some imperfect measure, the duties of his exten-

sive charge, having neglected only a few stated

appointments in consequence of the extreme rigour

of the winter.

While sorrowing that the number of new com-
municants does not exceed eleven, the minister is

somewhat cheered by the belief that a deep feeling

of seriousness :s beginning to pervade some of his

congregations, and that there are at this time fif-

teen or twenty who, being awakened from the

sleep of death, are using the appointed means to

secure the salvation of their souls.

Sabbath Schools five, of which two are not

wholly under the care of our church. The chil-

dren have been occasionally catechised at church.

Baptisms forty, of which twelve or fifteen were of

coloured children—marriages six—funerals eigh-

teen—the whole number of communicants seven-

ty-four. Chas. H. Page.
Parish of St. .lames, Northam, Goochland. The

minister of this parish reports, that since the last

Convention there has been one addition to the

communion; present number of communicants
twenty-six— two have been confirmed. The Sun-
day School, the Prayer-Book and Tract Society,

reported at the last Convention, still contmue in

operation, and the latter has distributed gratui-

tously, during the year, sixty two prayer-books.

Marriages two—funerals three—baptisms four.

James Doug hen.
Christ Church, Norfolk, Elizabeth River parish.

Since the last report to the Convention ol the state

of this parish, there have been thirty-three bap-

tisms (in four cases of adults), twelve marriages,

and thirty-one funerals. There have been added
to the cummunion within the past year twenty-

eight persons, making the present number of com-
municants about two hundred and thirty. The
harmony of the congregation continues undisturb-

ed, and its temporal prosperity undiminished ; and
an humble hope is cherished that in the more than
unusual seriousness of some, and the increased

devotion of many of the pious among them, there

is the pleasing prospect of a good work of grace.

Henry W. Ducachrt, Rector.

Bruton parish, Williamsburg. The rector re-

ports, since the last Convention, three baptisms,

three marriages, and nine funerals, five of which
were subjects not belonging to the parish. Of the

communicants, two have died and four have re-

moved—nine have been adde<i ; the present num-
ber is sixty, three of them being coloured persons

—confirmations thirteen. In compliance with the

fortieth canon of the General Convention it is fur-

ther stated, that the number of adults within his

care and attached to the church amounts to one
hundred and six ; they were, in the report of 1823,

erroneously estimated at one hundred and forty,

having then not had time, during the short period
of five months, to ascertain accurately the names
of those who might be regarded as Episcopalians.

A. E.MHIE.
Antrim parish, Halifax county. 'I'he increase

of the church in this parish is slow. Since the
last Convention four only have been added to the
communion. An equal number are, however, pre-

pared to receive it. In addition to other places, I

liave preached once a month, during the past year,
at the county poorhouse, with some prospect of
usefulness. A missionary association has recently
been formed, auxiliary to the Domestic and For-
eign Missionary Society. Communicants twenty
—baptisms seven—marriages four—funerals four.

Charles Dresser.
Pittsylvania county, where there is yet no or-

ganized parish, has been occasionally visited by
Mr. Osgood and myself during the past year, and
still continues an inviting field of labour. The
services of a resident clergyman would be very
acceptable to the people, in expectation of ob-
taining one, measures have recently been taken to

build a church, and the work is now in progress.
Coininunicants ten, of whom three have been
added since the last Convention—baptisms, three
adults and nine children. Chas. Dresser.

St. Andrew's parish, Brunswick county, and
Bath parish, Dinwiddle county. No material
change is perceptible in the condition of these par-

ishes since the last Convention. The congrega-
tions are gradually assuming a more decided
character, and it is hoped that the prejudices
against our church are silently giving way. The
addition to our communion has not equalled that
of the preceding year, and the rector has h.ad cause
to mourn over the comparative coldness which has
existed in his flock ; while an increasing attention

to the temporal concerns of the church, the active

zeal in behalf of our Education Society which has
been manifested by a few pious females in St. An-
drew's parish, and some late indications of greater
spirituality in our devotional services, encourage
him to hope that a brighter day will ere long dawn
upon us. Nine members have been added to our
communion, one has departed iu peace to join the
communion of saints iu the church triumphant,
and one h.is removed ; the whole number of com-
municants is forty-two. There have been twelve
baptisms, ten of white and two of coloured chil-

dren, seven funerals, and one marriage.

John Gr.^^imer, Jr.
St. Paul's Church, Suffolk. The members of

this church are attentive to all the ordinances of
religion, and evince that they have not forsaken
that God who made them, nor " slightly regarded
the rock of their salvation." Three communi-
cants have removed during the last year : the pres-

ent number is eighteen—baptisms seven—funer-

als twelve—marriages five. J. Keeling.

St. Luke's Church, parish of Newport, Isle of
Wight. By the request of the vestry of tliis

church, I have athciaied twice during the present

year to large and attentive congregations, and
shall endeavour to continue my services once
every month, until they shall have procured a
minister. Their church, which is the oldest m
Virginia, has been thoroughly repaired ; and, by
the exertions of a few individuals, a sum of mo-
ney has been raised to tuiild a church in the town
of Smilhfield, and I teel confident that this pious

undertaking will be accomplished during the pres-

ent j-ear. J. Keeling.
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St. Paul's parish, King Geor?e county. The rec-

tor reports, that his labours commenced in this par-

ish snice the last Convention. Th>- church build-

ing, which was then in a dilapidated condition, has

recently been repaired, and wasconsacratedto the

worship of Ahnighty God by the Right Rev. Bishop

Moore, on the 15(.h of May. Conlirmalion was
held at that time, and twenty-two persons were
admitted to that apostolic rite ; three were added

to the communion, and several more are deeply

concerned about the salvation of their souls. The
meeting continued three days, and was numer-

ously attended. On the last day a deep serious-

ness pervaded the congregation, and we trust that

we shall be enabled to say that this was but the

day ofsmall things. One marriage—funerals three

—baptisms ten—comir.unicants twenty-eight.

Zachariah H. Goldsmith.

The rector reports, that although he is located

in St. Paul's parish, one half of his time has been

devoted to Brunswick parish. The congregation

in this part of our Zion is generally small, but at-

tentive. One person during the past year has

been added to the communion by change of resi-

dence. One funeral—baptisms sixteen— commu-
nicants ten. Z. H. Goldsmith.

Parish of Frederick. The rector of this parish

desires to be thankliil to the Giver of all grace,

that there is reason to believe that die cause of

religion is gradually advancing in this part of the

Lord's vineyard. The attendance upon public

worship is, for the most part, punctual, and the

behaviour of those attending devout. The inter-

est in religious and benevolent institutions of our

own church and of the whole Christian world is

still considerable, and, in some instances, warm
and active. While there are too many still indif-

ferent to the concerns of religion, it is matter of

encouragement to the rector, that during the past

year the hearts of some seem to have been gra-

ciously drawn to the love and service of God, by

the constraining influence of his Holy Spirit oper-

ating through his word and ordmnnces. During
the year thirteen have been added to the com-
munion, thirty-seven have been baptized, of whom
three were adults, and eight were coloured chil-

dren. The new church at Battletown is nearly

completed, and will be ready for consecration in

the summer. The rector is happy to state that

the Rev. Mr. Rice has been elected as his assist-

ant in the parish of Frederick, and has entered

upon his duties with the pleasing prospect of l)eing

acceptabl.'^ and useful. This measure became in-

dispensable, in consequence of the withdrawal of

the services of the Rev. Mr. Jones from one of

the congregations, and the frequent absence of the

rector on episcopri! duty.

The number of communicants is about eighty.

WiLi.M.M Mkare.
Hamilton and Leeds parishes, Fauquier. The

rector reports that the congregations have been
generally large and attentive, and he entertains a

cheering hope that withm the last three months
an increaserl interest in diviue and eternal things

has been felt ; this has been manifested by a great-

er zeal in labouring for the promotion of religion,

by the addition of several new members to the

number of our communicants, and an apparently

more devout attendance on the public means of

grace. As already intimated, there has been an
increase of the number of our communicants, but
removal and death have also CaUsed a decrease.

In Hannlton parish, communicants thirty-six ; in

Leeds, seventeen ; baptisms seventeen— funerals
five—marriages eighteen—Sunday Schools two.

Geo. Lemon, Rector.

St. John's Church, Hampton. No material

change has occurred since the last report. The
attendance of the congregation upon the stated

services of the church continues to be regular and
devout. The condition of the congregation at Old
Point is moie encouraging than for two years past
Public worship is usually well attended. The
weekly lectures at the Military Schoolhouss ex-

cite considerable interest, and have thus far secu-
red the attendance of a numerous auditory. A
Sunday School, numbering forty scholars and
four teachers, m connexion with the Protestant
Episcopal Sunday School Union, under the d.rec-

tion of its indefatigable superintendent, affords the
prospect of much good.

Marriages five—baptisms fifty (twenty colour-
ed)—communicants twenty-two—burials nine.

Mark L. Chevers, Rector.

Monumental Church. Richmond. The rector

reports, since the last Convention, he has baptized

about thirty, two of whom were adults. The
communion has been administered as oi'ten as the

occasional absence of the rector on diocesan du-

ties would allow. Tiie rector takes pleasure in

repeating, that on most of these occasions we
have had a few additions. Whole number of com-
municants one hundred and sixty. The Sunday
School numbers about one hundred and eighty.

The Bible classes are flourishing. The Female
Missionary Society belonging to this church have
in their treasury about fiGOO; it is not probable

that they will be long without the services of a
missionary. The Education Society receives

yearly from this congregation very considerable

assistance. Richard C. Moore, Rector.

St. John's Church, Henrico parish. The rector

has to report five baptisms, four marriages, twelve
funerals, five accessions to the comnmnion, and
four removals from it by the hand of death.

Through sickness and other causes, he has been
absent from his charge twenty-one Sundays du-

ring the past year. He is happy to state, the par-

ish church has been completely and hnndsoraely
repaired. Edward W. Fekt.

Christ Church, city of Richmond. This church
was, at the last Convention, first admitted to rep-

resentation in this body. Since that time, the
blessing of Divine Providence has rested upon it

to a decree which has much exceeded expecta-

tion. We now possess a neat and convenient edi-

fice for the public wor.ship of God, which has been
duly consecrated by the bishop of the diocess.

Though in its infancy, this church has been en-

abled to contribute somewhat towards the spread

of the knowledge of (Christ, and the promotion of

the Redeemer's kingdom abroad. The congrega-

tion has perhaps more than doubled durmg the

past year. Until within a few months, the im-

provement in the spiritual condition of the church
has not been such as to afford very great encour-

agement, but recently there has been cause for

joy in accessions to the communion : sixteen per-

sons have been confirmed since that time, a much
greater attention to serious things has prevailed

than before, and, at this moment, we have reason

to believe that the Holy Ghost is moving upon the

hearts of a number, who, by their diligent and anx-
ious attention to the means of grace, show that

thev are not " far from the kingdom of God."
There are connected with this church a Bible

class, Sunday School, an association formed for

the purpose of aiding the Education Society and
the Sunday School, and a Mis^sionarv Soc'ety.

These institutions all promise to be useful. Mar-
riages four—baptisms eleven (one adult)— funerals

twenty— additions to the communion thirteen

—

whole number of communicants forty-three.

William F. Lke, Rector.
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Christ Church, Alexandria. The rector would
gtate that lie took charge of this church in tlic

month of Dni-cmlier last, and does not (eel jn.sii-

fied in speaking confidently of the .state of the con-
gregation, but would say thai all things seem to

encourage his hopes and animate his exertions.

Six persons have been received to the communion,
three from other churches and three from among
themselves— present number ol" cominunicanis
eighty-seven—baptisms three—one funeral.

'I'he Sunday School is in :i very flourishing

state—the number of scholars attending amounts
to about one hundred and thirty ; two Bible class-

es have been formed among the adults, and two
among the more youthful members of the church.
A class of catechumens has also been formed.

Ch.4RLks Mann, Rector.

St. Mark's parish, Culpepper county. Since
the last communication made to the Convention,
several of the communirants having died (four

within the last eight months), some having re-

moved, and a few being added, make the present

number only thirty-six. Since the last Conven-
tion there have been fourteen baptisms, fourteen

funerals, and two marriages.

John VVoodville.

St. Margaret's parish. Caroline county. The
lay delegates report, tint, owing to the sickness
and absence of their rector, they have been with-

out the regular services of the church for nearly

the whole of the past year. They are looking
with deep solicitude and auxiely for his return,

which is expected as soon as his health permits.

W.M. G. Minor.
TnoM.is L. Lo.M.^x.

Cumberland parish, Lunenburg county. In con-

sequence of the death of the late venerable rector

of this parish, the Rev. John Philips, it is at present

vacant. The vestry are extremely anxious to have
his place supplied ; and, to that end, are willing to

pledge themselves to raise an adequate sum for

his support. A neat and comfurtable church has

recently been erected in one part of the parish,

which is now ready lor consecration, and measures
have been taken to build another, which will

probably be completed the piesent year. The
number of communicant.s is only ten ; but others,

it is thought, would soon join if an opportunity

were afforded.

RooER B. Atkinson, Delegate.

Abingdon and Ware parishes, Gloucester coun-

ty. The state of these parishes, the rector reports,

is prosperous. God, in his infinite mercy, has in

some measure blessed our Zion ; and there are

yet, we indulge the hope, evidences of his presence

among us.

During the past year the Education Society has
raised §il:iO, to constitute the rector a life member
of the parent institution.

Baptisms eighteen, including one adult—four

funerals, two of which were of coloured persons

—

one marriage—communicants, eight added, two
removed—total 24. John Cole.

Trinity Church, Portsmouth parish. The rec-

tor reports that the state of his congregation, as

regards spiritual things, is about the same as
stated by mm at the last Convention. The con-

gregation, he thinks, is on the increase as to mem-
bers generally, and the people are evidently more
regular in their attendance on public worship,

and manliest a more lively interest in the sen'ices

of the sanctuary. The Sunday School has lately

been revived, and promises to be more useful than
it has ever been.

Families about fifty—communicants, one re-

moved, present number thirty-two— marriages

three—baptisms (of which one was an adult) nine
—burials thirteen. J. II. VViNofiEi.D.

St. James's parish, Mecklenburg. The unset-
tled stale of the people, anxious for removal to

.«ome other region, forbids the hope of any increase
in the parish. The original number of communi-
cants has tieen lessened by death. There have
been seven removals and deaths since the present
rector has been in the parish. Marriages two

—

baptisms fourteen—funerals six— communicants
thirty live. W.m. Stkei., Rector.

St. Martin's parish, Hanover and Louisa. The
lector reports, that since the last Convention
there have been some interesting additions to the
church. He regrets to see in some too much
coldness and indifference, but he is pleased to
state, that he has r->asons to believe many of those
who profess to be the children of God are growing
in grace and in ihe knowledge of Christ. The
new church contemplated in our last report will

soon be completed and ready for consecration.
The various benevolent institutions among us still

continue to flourish. Besides the means of grace
usually enjoyed, we have had in successful opera-
tion monthly meetings, for the special purpose of
prayer, from which, it is believed, much good has
resulted. In addition to the congreirations here-
tofore attended, 1 have been labouring for some
time past in the county of Louisa, where I have
had large and attentive congregations. Communi-
cants sixty-nine, two have died and six have been
added—baptisms twelve—marriages eight— funer-

als fourteen. John Cooke.
Tiliotsoii parish, Buckingham. Very little

change has taken place in the condition of the
congregation in this parish since the last report.

There is now in progress a church edifice, which
will be completed and ready for consecration this

fall. Funerals three—cominunicanis twenty-six.

Moore parish, Cam[)bell. The two congrega-
tions in this parish exhibit nearly the same aspect
as when last reported. Funerals two—marriages
two—communicants sixteen. N. G. Osgood.

St. Paul's parish, Alexandria. As regards the
spiritual concerns of this congregation, we have
nothing muteriol to detail, though our number of
hearers has considerably increased, and we think
that recent indications justify the hope that the
great Head of the church is about to visit us in

mercy. Our temporal affairs are in a much more
prosperous condition than they have heretofore

been. Through the laudable exertions of a female
association, our last, debt, amounting to about

.$1,300, has been liquidated, by weekly or monthly
subscriptions, in less time than eighteen months.
Our schools and various societies are well and
zealously supported. Since the last Convention
there have been twelve marriages—baptisms thirty-

four, of which number one was an adult—funerals

nineteen—si.v have been added to the communion
—present number one hundred and sixty. The
Sunday Schools contain upwards of three hundred
scholars. Wm. J.\ckson, Rector.

Russell parish, Bedford county. The rector

reports that the general aspect of things in this

parish may be considered as favourable. An in-

creasing interest is manifested in the preaching of

the gospel ; the members of the communion are

beginning to exhibit more zeal and devotion, and
the spirit of grace is evidently exciting in many
minds an anxious inquiry about the salvation of

the soul. The indications of a blessing from God
are such as to inspire with hope, and stimulate to

exertion ; and at no period of nis ministry has the

rector been more encouraged to preach Jesus

Chrisc and him crucified. Besides one young

man nowTjuaUlied to be presented as a candidate
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for the ministry, there are one or two others who
it is hoped will in time be prepared lor the same
object. Baptisms, of infants sixteen, of adults five

—burials two—marriages uiiie—communicants, re-

moved six, added ten, total sevemy-four. Besides
ofHciating in Russell parish, Bedford county, the
rector has, since Christmas, devoted one fourth of
his time to the adjacent county of Botetuurt ; in

this county we have a few very pious and zealous
members, and some warmly attached friends.

Communicants, added four— total fourteen.

Bristol parish, Petersburg. The condition of
this parish is not materially changed since last

report. The public services of the church are

well attended, and it is hoped, by the blessing of
God, much good will finally result to the members.
Eight have been added to the communion, two
have died, and two have removed ; total number
of communicants between sixty and seventy. The
Female Association for Weekly Prayer is regular-

ly attended ; the Female Education Society is

still very assiduous in promoting the interests for

which It was instituted. Baptisms twenty-five

—

marriages eight—funerals twenty-one.
Andrew Syme.

St. George's parish, Fredericksburg. The rec-

tor of this church is still permitted, through God's
abounding mercy, to report the favourable state

of the congregation committed to his pastoral care.

The divine blessing has been vouchsafed us
during the past year to an encouraging extent.

We have rarely enjoyed more manifest proof of

the faithfulness of Him who has said, " My word
shall not return unto me void, but shall prosper in

the thing whereto I sent it." So efficacious has
his word been, that fifteen or twenty members
have been added to the communion, bringing with
them a large accession of religious and moral in-

fluence, auspicious in a high degree to the prog-
ress of divine truth among us. There is a lauda-

ble attention paid to the important duties of family
and public worship. The increasing numljer of
those who, around the family altar, offer the sacri-

fice of prayer and praise with " morning light and
evening shade," is a source of great satisfaction,

as it IS of great advantage to the cause of truth

and godliness among us. So much has the num-
ber increased of those wlio go up to the house of
God, that the vestry have the enlargement of the

church edifice now under consideration. There
is also the same zeal and devotion evinced in be-

half of our several religious and benevolent insti-

tutions. Our Sunday Schools (three in number)
contain about two hundred and fifty scholars, dili-

gently instructed by more than fifty teachers ; one
of these is an infant school, containing children
between the ages of three and seven years, and
considered by us as our most interesting charge.
Our Bible classes are still continued, with every fa-

vourable prospect of extensive and lasting useful-
ness. The Prayer- Book and Tract Society is do-
ing much good. The Female Missionary Society
IS well sustained, and anxious to be more actively
engaged than their recwit want of missionaries
would adnui. The claims of the General Mis-
sionary Society have also been duly regaided by
us, the contributions to its funds having in the
last two yeare exceeded the sum of $800. Bap-
tisms twenty-seven (five adults)—marriages .six

—

funerals eighteen—communicants one hundred and
twenty-five. Edw.\rd C. MMJuire.

St. Paul's Church, Lynchburg. Amid many
causes for humiliation, the general aspect of this

parish is encouraging. The church edifice has
just been completed in a neat and chaste style.

The Sunday School has been furnished with a
valuable library, and is conducted witft untiring

zeal. The weekly prayer-meeting maintained by
the female communicants has been instrumenta
in ditfusing spirituality of mind, and uniting theii

efforts for the religious chanties of the church
An increased sense of the responsibility for the
right use of infiuence as a talent has been shown
by several laymen, and their efforts in diffusing

right principles in religion have been blessed.

The circulation also of the works issued by the
New-York Protestant Episcopal press has con-
tributed to advance the cause of evangelical truth

and apostolic order. Baptisms, of adults four, of
infants ten—marriages three—funerals six—com-
municants, added sixteen, present number fifty-

two. F. G. Smith, Rector.
St. Anne's and South Farnham parishes, Essex

county. The pastor reports that he returned to
his present charge in N ovember last ; since that

time the congregations have been improving, and
SIX have been added to the communion. The pres-

ent number of communicants is forty-seven. One
Sunday School, which has been in existence
about twelve years, is still in successful operation.

Another has just commenced under circumstances
not very encouraging. Three Bible classes have
been formed, one male and two female, embracing
about forty individuals. It is proper here to re-

cord, that the parishioners, though lew in number,
have purchased nearly two hundred acres of land
for a glebe, and commenced erecting thereon a
parsonage-house, which it is expected will be fin-

ished with all convenient speed. When the whole
is completed, it will have cost upwards of two
thousand dollars, and afford a very agreeable
abode for their present or future pastor.

John P. M'Guire.

The Rev. Mr. Edward C. M'Guire, from the

board of trustees of the Theological School, pre-

sented the following report, which was read ;

—

In discharge of the duty assigned them by the
constitution, the trustees ofthe Theological School
beg leave to submit to the Convention the following

ANNUAL REPORT.

The hoard take great pleasure in announcing the
unusual prosperity which, through the past year,

has marked the progress of the institution intrust-

ed to their care. At no former period have the
proofs of divine favour been more largely vouch-
safed, nor have the instances of a growing inter-

est in her welfare, on the part of friends, ever
been more gratifying. In every view of present

circumstances and future prospects, we have
every reason to thank God and take courage.

The number of young men who have been pur-

suing their studies during the present session is

reported by the professors as amounting to twenty-

three. Of these, three have left the seminary on
account of ill health. The number at this time is

nineteen, one of whom will sustain his examina-
tion for deacons' orders during the sitting of the
present Convention. We are happy also to state,

that eight others are expected to apply for orders

at the close of the session in July.

In regard to the s|)irit and conduct of those who
are sharing the benefits of our school, we can say,

that their religious and moral deportment has
been such as to give assurance of sincere piety

and entire devotion to the high objects of that

holy ofiice to which they aspire ; and that their

industry and general proficiency have been such
as to secure for them the approbation of their in-

structers.

The branches of sacred learning systematically

pursued by the students as their regular and es-

tablished course need not be here detailed, seeing
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they have been so often and minutely referred to

in former reports. Suffice it to say, that the reg-

ulations adopted by the board of trustees on this

subject, in harmony as they are with the course

prescribed by the House of Bishops, have been

strictly and faithfully complied with. It is with

pleasure we mention also, that in addition to the

mstructions heretofore so ably and etficiently af-

forded by our two resident professors, the professor

of Pastoral Theology has commenced a course of

lectures and recitations on those points of minis-

terial duty and obligation belonging more espe-

cially to the important department filled by him.

A reference to the treasurer's account will

show that there have been some accessions to our

funds during the period embraced by this report.

This addition has accrued from old subscriptions

collected from legacies, &c. The value of the

seminary property, as well as the convenience and

comfort of one of the professors, have been en-

hanced by the erection of a respectable dwelling-

house, situated at a convenient distance from the

seminary. This building has been erected by the

Education Society, aided in part by the munifi-

cence of a few private individuals.

As the importance and value of this excellent

institution become more manifest, and assume a

more commanding aspect, the board of trustees

feel their duties and responsibilities proportionably

increasing. They will therefore meet with every

indulgence at your hands, while in concluding

their report they bring to your view its necessities

and claims. So long and so fondly cherished by

you, and no doubt as dear to you as ever, such a

representation cannot be made in vain. The in-

crease of students through the past year had at

one time rendered it probable that the erection of

an additional building would be necessary ; nor

could they all have been received, but that, from

peculiar circumstances, some were accommodated
in the houses of the professors. If then there

hould, as is hoped and desired, be large additions

o our present number, no alternative will be left

us but either to erect another edifice, or turn

them from our doors. The assistance now ren-

dered us by the Education Society is known to

the most of you ; and it ought to be known, that

without such friendly aid the seminary could not

be sustained for a day in effective operation ; a

state in which it is surely not expedient for us to

continue. Besides gathering up the fragments of

old subscriptions, may we not expect a reviving in-

terest on the part of our friends in regard to all

the means calculated to increase our funds ?

Having of late received some gratifying testament-

ary evidences of regard, we are encouraged to

hope that others will follow this good example.

It has cheered us to see various literaiy and reli-

gious institutions, from time to time, richly en-

dowed in our land, and we cannot but think that the

one under our charge presents a strong claim upon

all those who, in their dying hour, wish to conse-

crate a portion of their worldly gain to the service

of God and the good of man.
In regard to the security of the permanent funds

now in hand, the board can speak with entire con-

fidence. The loans have been effected by men of

business, well acquainted with the circumstances

of individuals. And in doing this, every legal re-

quirement has been observed, so that the invest-

ments are the best and safest which could be

made.
All which is respectfully submitted.

The Trustees.

On motion, Resolved, That the said report

be received.

The Rev. Mr. Lee, from the executive com-
mittee of the Missionary Society of the Protest-

ant Episcopal Church, presented the following

The consti;ution of the Missionary Society of
Virginia requires of the executive committee
thereof to exhibit an annual statement of their

proceedings to the Convention. This statement
the executive committee now make. They are
sorry to say that so little has been done; a few
words will put the Convention in full possession
of all their transactions.

'I'he first meeting of the committee was held in

the month of March last, and measures were then
adopted, with the view of employing the funds of
the society. 'I'he Kev. Mark L. Chevers was
employed to officiate part of his lime in the coun-
ties of York, Warwick, and Elizabeth City, which
were conceived to be important fields of labour.

He has entered upon the duties assigned him
;

but so short a time has elapsed since, that no re-

port from him could be expected.
Notwithstanding diligent inquiries, and a notice

of their wants and wishes, published and exten-
sively circulated in several Episcopal papers, the

committee have not been able to engage suitable

missionaries. They are prepared, for a time, to

employ several ministers ; but their funds, if not

replenished, would very soon be exhausted. The
friends of the church, who have exerted them-
selves in behalf of this important institution, will

not relax their efforts, but still sustain it ; for by

its agency only is it probable that the waste places

can be built up. There are many interesting

points in our diocess to which the attention of the

committee has been directed. We look to our

Theological Seminary for faithful ministers, with
missionary spirits, who, animated by the love of

Christ, need not the stimulus of inferior motives

to induce them to labour in those promising fields

to wliich our attention has been called—who shall

be willing to endure self-denial, satisfied with the

supply of their necessary wants.

The number of organized Episcopal churches in

this state is about one hundred ; the clergy are

less than half that number: of these, several,

through age or infirmity, or other causes, are dis-

qualified for very active service. The cry for help

is Iieard from many (juarters. Applications are

incessantly made for assistance ; and had we the

means and ministers, we are confident that one

hundred clergymen might find ample fields of use-

ful labour within the limits of our diocess.

At the meeting of the committee before men-
tioned, the Rev. J. P. M'Guire was requested to

preach in behalf of this society, and has consented

to do so during this Convention.

At a former Convention, the ministers of the

several parishes were required, annually, to apply

to their people for aid to the funds of the Mission-

ary Society. In but few instances have remittan-

ce.? been made to the treasurer ; a fact to which
the committee would respectfully direct the atten-

tion of the Convention.
The treasurer's account (which is herewith ex-

hibi*ed) shows that there are now in his hands

$618 22.

All which is respectfully submitted.

Executive Committee.

On motion. Resolved, That the said report be

received.

The proceedings of the standing committee

of this diocess since the last Convention were

presented and read.
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On motion of Mr. Williams, Resolved, That

the bishop and standing committee of this dio-

cess be, and they are hereby, authorized to as-

certain what disposition should be niade under

the will of Evan Uagland, deceased, of the fund

received in conformity with the compromise

heretofore effected with his heirs ; and that they

receive the said funds from Mr. John Nelson

and Judge \A'illiam Leigh, and invest the same

in such manner as to them may seem best

;

and from time to time pay over the interest or

dividends, as the same may be received, to the

minister of Antrim parish, until the further order

of the Convention.

The Rev. Mr. Empie, from the committee

upon the state of the church in this diocess, pre-

sented the following

REPORT.

The committee on the state of the church beg
leave respectfully to report, that in reference to

the actuul condition of the diocess, they have
nothing to communicate beyond what is contained

in the episcopal and parochial reports. Those
reports evince at once the fidelity, zeal, and suc-

cess of our bishops and clergy, and the progress

of religion among the laity ; and at no former Con-
vention since the revival of the church in this dio-

cess have they furnished intelligence more flat-

tering and encouraging. As far as external evi-

dences go, they proclaim the existence of a truly

pious and evangelical spirit pervading the church-
es, and they furnish ground for the animating hope,

that both the form and power of godliness are

rapidly winning their way among our people. In

re-echoing, however, the language of former re-

ports on this subject, and felicitating ourselves

upon the growing prosperity of our Zion, God for-

bid that the leaven of vanity and spiritual pride

should mingle itself with the hallowed feelings of

joy at the spread of the Redeemer's kingdom.
Reme.mbering that the blessing of God is com-
mensurate with our zeal and our efforts, while
our hearts are filled with animating love and grat-

itude to the great Head of the church for the good
that has been achieved, clergy and laity should
take shame to themselves that more good has not

been effected, and we should all perseveringly en-

deavour, each in our stations, to devote more of

our time, our talents, and our property, to the
cause of God and of souls.

The committee take pleasure in stating, that

they do most cordially concur with our venerable
diocesan in the opinion he expresses on the sub-

lect of clerical associations. Experience, with
her thousand tongues, proclaims the efficacy of

these associations ni stirring up Christians from
their state of spiritual slumber, and in bringing
the thoughtless and impenitent under the subdu-
ing energies of God's word and spirit. As far,

therefore, as such associations can be effected

without interfering with other clerical duties, they
deserve to be recommended and encouraged.
And your committee believe, that being left vol-

untary and depending upon previous concert is

the best mode of adapting them to the ever-vary-

ing circumstances of time, place, and emergency.
In conclusion, the committee think it expedient

to recommend to the special consideration and
observance of the clergy, as far as [jracticable,

the requirements of the 40th canon of the General
Convention, and the 13lh canon of the church in

this diocess.

AH of which is respectfully submitted.

A. Empie, Chairman.

On motion, Resolved, That the said report be
received.

On motion. Resolved, That the Convention

do now adjourn until half past 4 o'clock P. M,
The Convention met at half past four o'clock

P. M., and, the bishop being absent, the Rev.

Mr. Lemon was called to the chair.

The Convention then proceeded to the e ec-

tion of the officers and executive committee of

the Missionary Society ; and thereupon John
G. Williams was elected secretary, Thomas
Nelson was elected treasurer, and Rev. E. C.

M'Guire, Rev. Henry W. Ducachet, Rev.
Nicholas H. Cobbs, Rev. William Jackson,

Rev. Leonidas Polk, Rev. William F. Lee, Rev.

Edward W. Peet, Mr. John Nelson, Dr. Carter

Berkeley, Mr. Edmund I. Lee, Mr. John Gray,

Mr. George M. Carrington, and Mr. Samuel C.

Nichols, were appointed members of the execu-

tive committee.

The Convention proceeded to the election,

by ballot, of a standing committee of the church

in this diocess for the ensuing year. Where-
upon the following gentlemen were duly elected,

viz. : the Rev. Reuel Keith, D. D., the Rev.
Edward R. Lippit, the Rev. William Jackson,

Mr. John Hooff, Mr. Edmund I. Lee, and Mr.

John Gray.

On motion of Mr. Thomas Marshall, Resolv-

ed, unanimously. That the thanks of this Con-
vention are due to the citizens of Norfolk bor-

ough, for their kindness and hospitaUty to every

member of this body.

Resolved, That the Rev. Mr. Lee, the Rev.

Mr. Peet, and Mr. Hilary Baker, be appointed

a committee, to meet in the city of Richmond
as early as convenient, and make such an as-

sessment among the parishes of this diocess as

will raise the sum of $300 annually, to be paid

to Bishop Moore, and that this committee mform
the clergymen of each parish of the proportion

required from his parish ; and

Resolved, That the clergy be requested to

raise the quota so assessed, and pay it in at the

next Convention.

The Convention proceeded to the election,

by ballot, of eight delegates, to represent this

diocess in the next General Convention of the

Protestant Episcopal Church in the United

States ; whereupon the following gentlemen
were duly elected, viz. :—Rev. Reuel Keith,

Rev. Henry W. Ducachet, Rev. John Gram-
mer, Rev. Nicholas H. Cobbs, Mr. James M.
Garnett, Mr. John G. Williams, Mr. Thomas
Marshall, and Mr. John Nelson.

On motion of Mr. A. L. Dahney, Resolved,

That, agreeably to the provisions of the 13th

article of the constitution, notice be transmitted

to the several vestries of the parishes in this

diocess, that it is proposed at the next Conven-
tion to amend the first article of the constitu-

tion, by striking out the word " Thursday," and
inserting, in lieu thereof, the word " Wednes-
day," so that the article shall read thus :

" There
shall be a Convention of the Protestant Episco-

pal Church in this state on the third Wednes-
day in May in every year ; but the Convention

which meets in the year previous to the meet>
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"ing of the General Convention may have power
to appoint ihe time and place of meeting for the

next annual session."

On motion of the Rev. E. C. M'Guire, Re-
solved, That twelve hundred copies of this

Journal be printeii, and distributed by the secre-

tary among the parishes.

Resolved, Tiiat the treasurer pay to the sec-

retary his e.vpenses incurred in attending this

Convention.

Resolved, That the treasurer pay to the door-

keeper of this Convention six dollars for his ser-

vices.

And then, on motion, the Convention ad-

journed, to meet in the town of Alexandria, on
the third 'V^'ednesday in May next.

Richard Channing Moore,
Bishop of the Protestant Episcopal Church

of the Diocess of Virginia.

Teste, John G. Williams, Secretary.

Journal of the Proceedings of a Comienlion of the Protestant Episcopal Church of the Diocess of
Virginia, which assembledm the town of AUxandna, on the I6th day of May, 1832.

This being the day appointed for the annual > al Church, Richmond ; Rev. W'ilham M. Jack-

meeting of the Convention of the Protestant 'son, assistant minister of Frederick parish;

Episcopal Church in the Diocess of Virginia, i Rev. Chaplm Hedges, Smiihtield, Isle of

the Right Rev. Richard Channing Moore, D. D., V^'ight ; Rev. Frederick D. Goodwin, Kanawha
bishop, and the Right Rev. William Meade,

]

parish ; Rev. W. P. C. Johnson, Norborne par-

D. D., assistant bishop of the diocess, with ish, Berkeley ; Rev. Annesley Stewart ; Rev.
several clergymen and lay delegates, attended

divine service in Christ Church.

Morning prayers were read by the Rev. Alex-

ander Jones, of St. Andrew's parish, Jefferson

county, and a sermon preached by tlie Rev.
William F. Lee, rector of Christ Church,

Richmond.
After divine service, the Rio-ht Rev. Will-

J. S. Swift, missionary in Buckingham, Albe-

marle, &LC. ; Rev. Josias Clapham, Hanover
parish. King George.

Mr. Thomas Marshall and Rev. Adam Em-
pie, D. D., were a))pointed a committee to ex-

amine the certificates of the lay delegates, who
reported as follows :

—

The committee to whom were referred the

iam Meade, assistant bishop, in the absence of certificates of the lay delegates, have, according

Bishop Moore, took the chair as president of

the Convention, and Rev. William F. Lee was
appointed secretary pro tein.

The following clergymen, entitled to seats in

the Convention, appeared, viz. :

—

Rev. Ephraim Adams, Christ Church, Lan-

to order, examined the same, and report ttiat the

following persons have been duly elected lay

delegates to this Convention, and that their cer-

tificates are authenticated in the manner pre-

scribed in the canon, viz. :

—

Alijert Turner, Hanover parish. King George
caster county; Rev. Mark L. Chevers, St. [county; Robert P. Waring, Vauter's Church,

John's Church, Elizabeth City parish ; Ri

Nicholas H. Cobbs, Russell parish, Bedford

county ; Rev. James Doughen, St. James's par-

ish, Northam, Goochland county ; Rev. Charles

Dresser, Antrim parish, Halifax ; Rev. Henry
W. Ducachet, M. D., Christ Church, Norfolk ;

Rev. Adam Einpie, rector of Bruton parish, and

President of William and Mary (-^ollege ; Rev.

Stephen II. Gunter, Hungar's parisli ; Rev. Z.

H. Goldsmith, St Paul's parish. King George ;

Rev. John Gramrner, St. Andrew's and Bath
parishes, Dinwiddle county ; Rev. Johannes

Edward Jackson, Christ Church, Winchester
;

Rev. William Jackson, St. Paul's Chun h. Al

parish of .St. Anne's, Essex ; John T. Clark,

Antrim parish, Halifax county ; Wdliam D.
Young, Portsmouth parish ; Jacob C. Sheldon,

1 Bruton parish, Williamsburg ; James Brown,
St. Andrew's parish, JefTerson county ; George

i F. Thornton and Addison F. Tliornton, St.

! Margaret's parisli, Caroline ; Archibald Magill,

Christ Church, Winchester ; John Stuart and

I

Edward T. Tayloe, Lamb's Creek Cliurch,

[

Brunswick parish. King George county ; Will-

[
iam G. Smith, Hungar's parish, Northampton

;

[

Robert E. Stec-'d, Christ Church, Norfolk bor-

ough ; Piiilip Nelson and Philip Burwell, Grace
Church, Frederick parish ; David M. Walk and

exandria ; Rev. Reuel Keith, D. D , Professor in
\

Thurmer Hoggard, Lynnhaven parish. Princess

Theological Seminary ; Rev. George Lemon,
Hamilton and Leeds parishes, Fauquier; Rev.

William F. Lee, Christ Church, Richmond
;

Rev. Charles Mann, Christ Church, Fairfax par-

ish ; Rev. Zachariah Meade, St. Anne's parish,

Albemarle ; Rev. Edward C. M'Guire, St

George's parish, Fredericksburg ; Rev. J. P.

M'Guire, St. Anne's and South Farnh^in par-

ishes, Essex ; Rev. Ira Parker ; Rev. John H.
Wingfield, Portsmouth parish, Norfolk ; Rev.

Alexander Jones, St. Andrew's parish, Jeffer-

son ; Rev. F. G. Smith, St. Paul's Church,

Anne ; John Wilson, Christ Church, Norborne
parish ; VV'estwood S. Armistead, St. Joiin's

Church, Hampton ; Rawleigh W. Downinan,
Christ Church, Lancaster; William Norvell

Ward, St. Paul's Church, Lynchburg; Lud-
well Digges, Hamil'on parish, Fauquier county ;

Hugh Nelson, Fredencksville parish, Albemarle;

Edmund Penn, Lexington parish, Amherst
;

Francis Wicker, Henrico parisli, Henrico coun-

ty ; George V^'. Bassett, St. George's parish,

Fredericksburg ; Isaac Winston and Philip

Slaughter, St. Stephen's Church, Culpepper

;

Lynchburg ; Rev. Charles H. Page, Lexington John S. Dixon, Ware [jurish, Gloucester coun-

parish, Amherst; Rev. Charles C. Taliaferro, ty ; Isaac Chapline, Trinity Church, St. An-

Cumberland parish, Lunenburg ; Rev. Joseph ' drew's parish, Jefferson county ; Guslavus B.

H. Nichols, assistant iDinisler of the Monument- 1 Alexander, St. Paul's Church, King George
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county ; Edmund J. Lee, Christ Church, Fairfax

parish ; Thomas Nelson, Monumentnl Church,

Richmond ; Wilson C. Selden and Lewis T.

Berkfley, St. James's Church, Shelburne par-

ish, Loudoun ; Edward Colston, Noiborne par-

ish, Berkeley county ; Thomas Marshall, Leeds

parish, Fauquier county ; Win. Boiling, parish

of St James, Northam, Goochland ; John Hooff,

St. Paul's Church, Alexandria.

And the committee further report, that the

following persons appear to have been duly

elected, but their certificates are not in the form

prescribed by the canon, viz. ;

—

William lladford, Russell parish, Bedford

county ; Francis R. Hanson, Newport parish,

Isle of Wight ; John Nelson, St. James's parish,

Mecklenburg.

On motion, Resolved, That the report of the

committee appomted to examine the certificates

of the lay delegates be received and approved ;

and that those who were duly elected, but

whose certificates were not properly authentica-

ted, be admitted to seats in this Convention.

On motion of Rev. William F. Lee,

Resolved, That the following rules of order,

adopted by the last Convention for the govern-

ment of their proceedings, be the rules of pro-

ceeding during the present.Convention.

1. I'he business of every day shall be intro-

duced with prayer.

2. When the president takes the chair, no

member shall continue standing, or shall after-

ward stand up, except to address the chair.

3. No member shall absent himself from the

service of the house unless he have leave, or

be unable to attend.

4. When any member is about to speak in de-

bate, or deliver any matter to the house, he

shall, with due respect, address himself to the

president, confining himself strictly to the point

in debate.

5. No member shall speak more than twice

in the same debate without leave of the house.

6. A question being once determined shall

stand as the judgment of the house, and shall

not be again drawn into debate during the same

session, unless with the consent of two thirds

of the house.

7. While the president is putting any ques-

tion, the members shall continue in their seats,

and shall not hold any private discourse.

8. Every member who shall be in the house

when any question is put, shall, on a division, be

counted, unless he be personally interested in

the decision.

9. No motion shall be considered as before the

house unless it be seconded, and, when required,

reduced to writing.

10. When any question is before the house, it

shall be determined upon before any new subject

is introduced, except the question of adjourn-

ment.

11. The question on a motion of adjourn-

ment shall be taken before any other, and with-

out dfbate.

12. W'hen the house is about to rise, every

member shall keep his seat until the president

ehall leave the chair.

13. None of the rules of order shall be sus-

pended without the concurrence of two thirds

of the members present.

14. The president shall, in his discretion, se-

lect a pew within the limits of those allotted

for the use of the members, which pew shall be

appropriated for the accommodation of visiting

clergymen and students of the Theological

School, who may be invited to the same by the

president without any special application to the

Convention.

In conformity with the fourteenth rule of the

Convention, Rev. James Milnor, D. D., of the

Diocess of New-York, and the Rev. J. P. K.
Henshaw, of the Diocess of Maryland, and
others, were invited to take seats with the mem-
bers of the Convention.

On motion by Mr. Hugh Nelson, of Freder-

icksville parish. Resolved, That a committee be

appointed to examine the condition of the funds

of the Theological School of this diocess, and
to suggest and report to this Convention the

best practicable means of enlarging the funds

of the institution, so as to promote the design

of making the school adequate to the reception

and instruction of such pious young men as

may present themselves to this institution as fu-

ture candidates for the ministry.

Committee on the Theological School—Rob-
ert P. Waring, John T. Clark, Thomas Mar-
shall, Edward Colston, Hugh Nelson, Rev.
John Crammer, and Rev. Nicholas H. Cobbs.

Ordered, That the Rev. Adam Empie, D. D.,

Rev. George Lemon, Rev. H. W. Ducachet,
M. D., Rev. Nicholas H. Cobbs, Phdip Nelson,

and John Nelson, Esqrs., and Dr. Isaac Winston,
be a committee to take into consideratiorr the

state of the church in this diocess, and report

thereon to this Convention.

Ordered, That Rev. Charles Dresser, Rev.
Charles H. Page, and Rev. John P. M'Guire,
be a committee to examine the parochial reports.

Ordered, That Mr. Thomas Nelson, Rev. J.

E. Jackson, and Rev. Franklin G. Smith, be a

committee to examine the treasurer's accounts.

Ordered, That Rev. Edward C. M'Guire.
Rev. John H. Wingfield, and Col. John Stuart,

be a committee to examine the fund for ihe sup-

port of widows and orphans of deceased clergy-

men.
Ordered, That Mr. Edmund J. Lee, Mr. Raw-

leigh W. Downman, and Mr. John Nelson, be

a committee to examine the accounts of the

treasurer of the fund for the permanent support

of the episcopate in this diocess.

And the Convention adjourned till to-morrow
morning, 9 o'clock.

Thursd.vy, May 17, 1832.

The Convention met according to adjourn-

ment, and was opened with prayer by the Right
Rev. Bishop Moore, D. D., who took the chair

as president.

Mr. Hilary Baker, a delegate from Christ

Church, Richmond, appeared and took his seat.

The Rev. William F. Lee having with-

drawn, Hilary Baker was appointed secretary

pro tem.
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The Rev. E. R. Lippit appeared and took his

seat.

A memorial was received from the vestry of

St. Paul's Church, Norfolk borougli, which was
read, as follows ;

—

To the Convention of the Protestant Episcopal

Church in the State of Virginia, assembled at Al-

exandria.

Norfolk, Va., 1th May, 1832.

Brethren,—The great increase of worship-
pers at Christ Church, in the borough of Norfolk,

has rendered it impossible for all to be accommo-
dated there who are attached to the doctrmes
and worship of the Episcopal Church, and it has
been deemed advisable to organize another congre-

gation without delay. In pursuance of this de-

sign, subscriptions have been raised to repair the

old church belonging to the parish, and a vestry,

after due notice, elected, composed of Win. H.
Thompson, George Rowland, Richard B. Maury,
Alexander Gall, and Alpheus Fobes. VVe, the said

vestry, therefore pray to be recognised by the

Convention of the diocess, as representing the

new congregation, under the style and title of
" St. Paul's Church, Norfolk," and also that Rich-

ard B. Maury, our delegate to the Convention,

be admitted to a seat in that body. Signed by or-

der and in behalf of the vestry, by

wTm^''^''' ^Wardens.
R. B. Maurv, J

On motion, Resolved, That the prayer of the

petitioners be granted, and that their lay dele-

gate, Mr. R. B Maury, who presented a certifi-

cate of his appointment, be admitted to a seat

in this body.

The report of the treasurer of the fund for

the relief of the widows and orphans of de-

ceased clergymen was presented, and referred

to the committee appointed to examine the same.

The report of the treasurer of this Conven-

tion was presented, and referred to the com-

mittee appointed to examine the same.

The Rev. John Cook, of St. Martin's parish,

Hanover, appeared and look his seat. Mr.

George W. Nelson, a delegate from the same

parish, produced a certificate of his appoint-

ment, and was admitted to a seat in the Con-

vention.

Mr. Robert Thompson, a delegate from Nel-

son parish. Nelson county, and Mr. Malcolm

M'Farland, from Cumberland parish, Lunen-

burg county, attended and took their seats.

The report of the treasurer of the Missiona-

ry Society of the Protestant Episcopal Church

in the Diocess of Virginia was presented and

referred to a committee to examine the same,

consisting of Dr. Wdson C. Selden and Mr.

John Stuart.

The Right Rev. Bishop Moore, D. D., in

pursuance of the 45th canon of the General

Convention, delivered the following address :

—

In compliance with the duty imposed on me by

the church, I shall now pres'ent you with a view

of those episcopal duties in which I have been en-

gaged during the past year. Inclination loudly

prompted me to extend my labours, but advanced

years and bodily irirtrinities have obliged me to

move in a very small circle, and to leave some du-

ties which I should gladly and willingly have per-

formed to my Right Rev. brother. Bishop Meade.

Immediately after the close of the last Conven-

tion in Norfolk, I visited the eastern shore of Vir-

ginia, attended by the Rev. Mr. Goldsmith. We
commenced our labours in Fastville, in the coun-
ty of Northampton, at which place, being indispo-

sed myself, Mr. Goldsmith preached in the e\en-

ing. We then proceeded to the county of Acco-
mack, in company wiih Mr. Gunter, where I

preached in St. James's Church on Sunday, the

day of May, to a large congregation, and ad-

ministered the Lord's Supper and the lite of ton-

tirinalion. In the afternoon ot the same day Mr.
Goldsmith preached in Onancock to a respectable

and attentive auditory.

The next day, agreeably to appointment, I met
a small congregation in another district of the par-

ish ; upon which occasion Mr. Gunter read pray-

ers and 1 preached. As I had made an appoint-

ment in St. George's Church the sul)sequent day,

we attended (or the purpose ot divine worship,

when prayers were read by the Rev. Mr. and
I preached to a numerous and deeply-impressed

congregation. Having finished our labours in Ac-

comack, we relumed to Northampton, and held

divine service in Hungar's Church ; on which oc-

casion Mr. Gunter read prayers and the Rev.

Mr. Goldsmith preached. We then returned to

Eastville, where, on the day after our arrival, I

consecrated a handsome brick church :—prayers
were read by Mr. Gunter, and a sermon suitable to

the occasion was delivered by myself The sac-

rament of the Lord's Supper was administered,

and nine persons were confirmed. The church

in Eastville, for its neatness and symmetry, re-

flects great credit upon the members of our com-
munion in that ncight)ourhood. It was erected by

the generous contributions of a small number of

the wealthy part of that community, who. with

their descendants, I sincerely pray, may reap the

advantages arising from their pious exertions.

During my stay on the eastern shore, 1 suffered

much from bodily indisposition; and I should

consider myself deficient in gratitude were I not

to express my thanks to the people for their atten-

tion to my wants, and to Mr. Goldsmith for his

unwearied efforts in contributing to my comfort.

Having thus discharged my duties in those

counties, I recrossed the bay, and returned to

Richmond. In the month of July I visited the

city of Williamsburg, lectured in the evening at

the' house of Mr. Peachy; preached, and adminis-

tered the Lord's Supper the Sunday following, in

the church, assisted by the Rev. Dr. Empie, and

confirmed fifteen. I then embarked for Alexan-

dria, at which place we held an association.

0\\ that occasion we were joined by a numiier of

the clergy of this diocess and of Maryland, and

were assisted in our labours by the Rev. Dr. Hen-
shaw and the Rev. Mr. Johns, of Baltimore, and

Rev. Dr. Bedell, of Philadelphia. To say that

our meeting at that time was instructive and

agreeable, would be expressing myself in lan-

guage too faint for the occasion. A spirit of great

fervour and devotion appeared to animate every

bosom ; the congregations were deeply solemn

and attentive, and overflowing ;—many were awa-

kened to the consideration of eternal things, and

openly avowed their love and gratitude to the Al-

mighty. It would rejoice my heart, brethren, to

witness a similar evidence of divine influence

in every parish in the diocess. As a proof of the

devotional feeling which prevailed, more especial-

ly among the young, I with pleasure announce to

the Convention that I confirmed, during my visit,

upwards of ninety persons. An ordination was
also held in St. Paul's Church, on which occasion

I admitted to deacons' orders Fred. D. Goodwin,

Cyrus Hamilton Jacobs, Wilham P. C. Johnson,
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Job Sidney Swift, J. Loiing Woart, and William
M. Jackson.

In February last I admitted to deacons' orders

in Christ Churcli, Kiclnnond, Mr. Parke F. Berke-

ley, when the Rev. W'lUiani F. Lee preached, and
assisted nie in the administration of the Lord's
Supper.

In the month of April I made a pastoral visit to

Charles City county, in company with the Rev.

Mr. Peet, at which time 1 consecrated a church
in that parish, which has been completely re-

paired by the efToits of the people, and hand-
somely fitted for ttie public worship of Almighty
God. On that occasion Mr. Peet read prayers,

and I pieaclied to a numerous and attentive audi-

tory, and administered the Loid's Supper to thirty-

nine devout members. It is with pleasure I in-

form the Convention that a second church in the

same county will be ready for consecration by my
return to Richmond.

In Charles City county we have had no com-
fortable place in which to assemble since my res-

idence in this diocess ; but as the members of our
communion in that district nave thus evidenced
their attachment to the church by prepaiing places
for the worship of Almighty Cou, I have no doubt
that a clergyman of pieiy, industry, and compe-
tent talents would meet with a welcome recepiion

and a suitable support ; and that our Zicn, which
has been cloaked in sackcloth for the last ihiny
years, would put on her beautiful garments, and
the courts ol the Lord's house be tilled with de-

vout worshippers, and resound with the praises
of the ever-iiving God. I have thus, brethren,
given you a view of my episcopal labours since
the last Convention, and shall reserve what 1 have
further to say for the valedictory address, wiih
which our meeting will be closed on Sunday
evening.

The Right Rev. Bishop Meade, D. D., also

delivered an address, narrating the episcopal

duties performed by him during the past year,

as follows :

—

To the Convention oftheProtestajit Episcopal Church
of the Diocess of Virginia, assembled in Alexaitdria,
May 16, 1832.

Dear Brethren,—The narrative of episcopal
duties performed by me within our bounds during
the past year will be very brief, for those duties
were few in number. You will recollect that
during the last summer my services wore called
for by the newly-organized diocesses of Kentucky
and Tfennessee. A corpliance wiih those occu-
pied nearly three months, and of course withdrew
me duting that period from the scene of my ordi-

nary labours. 'I'he detailed account of duties per-
formed in these infant dioces.ses was presented
to the proper authorities thereof, and having been
duly spread before the public, need not be now
repeated. So long an absence from my parish
and fnmily will, I am sure, be accepted as an ex-
cuse for the po-tponement of some visits which
I iutended to make to parishes within our own
<liocf,ss. Nevert'ieless, it was my purpose to

spend the two months iiiunediately preceding this
our meeting in visiting some of the middle coun-
ties of (he state, according to the wish of Bishop
Moore ; but it pleased Providence to prevent the
execution of the same, by sending sickness on
fiome members of my fanuly, under circumstances
which required my presence at home. With
divine permission, I expect to enter upon the pro-
posed tour in a short tune after the rising of this
Convention. I now proceed to make mention of
those acts performed by me in the diocess of

Virginia since your last annual meeting. I availed
myself of the opportunity presented by my visit to

the western country, to make some appointments
lor the beiirfit of our congregations in Staunton
and Kanawha. At the former place 1 expected,
according to previous notice, to Hnd a new church
ready for consecration ; but in this was disap-
pointed, unavoidable circumstances preventing its

completion. 1 leached btaunton on the third of
May, and, tarrying there a part of two days,
preached twice, and administered the rite of con-
tinuation to twelve persons. By recent intelli-

gence Irom ihe diligent pastor of that congrega-
tion, 1 learn that the church in Staunton is com-
pleted, and that another in the county bids fair

to be ready lor consecration and use in a short
time. From Staunton 1 proceeiied to Kanawha,
reaching Charlestown on tne following Saturday.
In that place and the neighbourhood i spent five

days, pieachiijg seven limes, aduanisteru||, the
cominumon twice, and baptizing six chrraren.

During the last fall the members and friends of
our church in that legion obtained the services
of the Kev Frederick Ooodwni, who is now with
ns to render a more specific account of the con-
dition ol that portion of our ZIon. From Kana-
wha I proceeded to the duiios which awaited me
in the west. 'I'hrough God's good providence I

was enal-led to perform all that was requiied of
me, and perniitied to return m health and safety

to my family and people by the last of July. If

any good shall result fiom the labours performed,
I shall consider them light indired,and not worthy
to be mentioned. A lew weeks alter reaching
home, and on the 21»t of August, I was called to

the pleasing task of consecrating to the service
of God a new and very excellent church m Berry-
viile, withm my own parish. Myself and people
were much enci-uraged by the presence ol a num-
ber of brethren from different parts, who (or three
successive days and nights were engaged m ofier-

ing up solemn prayers to Heaven, and delivering
faithful and animated exhortations to large and
attentive congregations. On the last day, which
was ine Lord's day, the sacrament of baptism was
administered to one adult, the rite of confirmation
to seven persons, the office of deacon was con-
ferred on Mr. Chaplin Hedges, and the Lord's
Supper was distributed among a large number of
cominunicants. A few days after ihe above-men-
tioned services i attended an association in VV in-

chester, where our exercises were also ccnlinued
for three days and night.5, closing on the Sabbath
with the administration of the rile of confirmation
to eight persons, and ihe Lord's Supper to a goodly
number of communicants. In the month of Sep-
tember 1 was called to visit the churches in Fau-
quier, Culpepper, and Fredericksburg. My duties
commenced in Culpepper. 'Ihe Kev. Mr. Wood-
villc, the Kev. Mr. Lemon, Mr. Zachariah Meade,
and Mr. George Smith were present. During the
two days and nights we were together, it was
felt to be good that we were there. With the
rising sun we repaired to the house of God, where
a number of devout people met with us. Jn the
forenoon, a I ternoon, and evening, vve renewed our
assemblies, and waited still upon God. it is hoped
our intercessions, prayers, and exhortations were
not in vain. 'I'lie earnest desires which already
existed in many hearts, were, we trust, increased
and confirmed into holy resolutions. On the second
day the rite of confirmation was administered to
eighteen, and was followed by the Lord's Supper.
From Culpepper 1 proceeded in company with the
Rev. Zachariah Meade to Fredericksburg, where
a spiritual feast awaited us. For some months
before the-religious state of that parish had been
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deeply interesting:. The rector traces the coin-

inencement of that ha;ipy revival vviih whifh his

people [i;ive been blessed to seridiis impressions
made upon the ininds of some of the young mem-
bers of his congregation at ihe Conveniiorj in Nor-
folk. The impressions were soon conimunicaled
to olhers, and spread from lieart to neart, until a
general and vt^ry deep concern pervaded the con-
gregation. Meetings for religious exercises be-

came more frequent in the church, the lecture-

room, and private houses. The anxieties of souls

hungering and thirsting after righteousness, loudly

called for every efl'ort from the minister and the

pious members of his church. The result was
such as must give joy to every friend of religion.

God perfected praise out of the mouth of babes
;

young men and maidens were converted to the

Lord ; even the old were born again ; the zeal of

Christians was stirred up ; infidelity was amazed,
vice stood abashed, scofVers became mute ; all

ages, characters, and classes flocked to the house
of God as a place of deep and all-absorbing inter-

est. Such was tiie condition of the church in

Fredericksburg when 1 was called upon to assist

in the admission of a number of new converts to

all the privileges of the church of God. It was
indeed a most delightful and iriumpliant season
to myself and the brethren assembled nn the oc
casion. Often did we meet together with people

who evidently felt that it was good for them to be

there, who delighted to sing together in hymns,
and psalms, and spintiml songs, singing and ma-
king melody .ni their hearts to the Lord. We
felt that it was good lor ourselves to be there, that

our faitii and ze.il miglit lie minroved. On the

Sabbath we were privileged to hear the renewal
of solemn baptismal vows in the rite of conlirina-

tion uttered by more than seventy persons, from
the age of fifteen to threescore and ten. We
have good reason to believe that these vows were
made m sincerity and truth, with enlightened

understandings and sanctified affections. No
metho is were used to produce a spurious excite-

ment, and hurry fo an open profession of religiim

those who might be under its influence. Such a

revival as this may God grant to all our churches.

I have only fo add, that on the evening o( the day
when this interesting scene occurred the sacra-

ment of the Lorcl's Siifiper was administered, and
Mr. Seneca Bragg and Mr. Stewart were admit-

ted to the order of deacons. The morning service,

sermon, and rite of contimiation, occupied so large

a portion of the day, that it was thought expedient

tode.'er the remaimug exercises until the evening.

On leaving Fredericksburg f proceeded to Fau-
quier, where I preached at Warrenton on Tues-
aay, at which time thirteen persons were con-

firmed. On the two following days I preached m
the upper part of the courity at the Coi>l Spring

meeting-bouse, and intended to have he!il a con-

firmation and administered the Loni's Supper on

the third day, but was arrested by the hand of

sickness, which for some weeks disabled me from

all duty. Much sooner than I deBcrved it pleased

Providence to raise me up from Ihe bed of sick-

ness, and enable me to engage in his service. The
tirst public act porl'ormed alter my recovery was
the bestowing of prifsts' orders on the Hev. Mr
Bragg, which was allowed before the canonical

perioil, with a view to iiis entering into the services

of the Missionary Society in a distant part of our
country. His ordination took place in the new
church at Berryville, on Sunday, November 13th,

1831. From that time till the month of April my
services were confined to my own parish. On
the 12ih of April 1 set out to visit, according to

appointment, one of the churches in Hampshire

;

but in consequence of the sickness ofmy horse, was
unable to reach the [ilace of appointment. I was
(.bilged to retra( e my steps, in order to fulfil an
engagement at Mill Creek on Saturday, the 14th.
Tins 1 was enabled to do, as well as to reach
MartinsbnrL", and preach there the same evening.
On the following morning, which was the Sab-
bath, I preache<l again at Martinsburg, baptized a
child, confirmed two persons, and administered
the communion. At night i preached to a large
congregation in the country at Mount ZionChtircn,
and the next day preached again, baptized one
adult and confirmed two persons, and adminis-
tered the communion. 1 am happy to inform the
C'onvention that the Rev. Mr. Johnson has been
chosen rector of this parish, and will enter imme-
diately on his duties.

On the following day I proceeded to Shepherds-
town, where 1 preached in the evening, and also
the next niorning. Frem thence I went to Charles-
town, where I also [ireached twice, and on the
second occasion confirmed nine young and inter-

esting disciples of our Lord. On the following
Friday, Saturday, and Sunday, being the se-Ason

set apart for the special consideration of the suf-

ferings, death, and resurrection of our Lord, the
services were held at the chapel in Frederick
parish and the church at Berryville, by ihe Kev.
William Jackson and myself, on the last of which
day.=, in tlie church at Berryviile, 1 baptized on«
adult, confirmed seven, and administered the
Lord's Supper to the communicants of the parish.

The last servires performed were at Leesburg,
on my way to this place, where I preached on
Saturday evening, Sunday nmrning and evening,
besides addressing the teachers, parents, and
children of the flourisliing Sunday School in that

place. On MoiKiay morning, before I lett there, a
meeting of a few Irif nds of the measure assembled,
and commenced a subscription for a new and larger

church. One thousand dollars were subscribed,

which, with other means already in hand, and
what may certainly be expected from others not
present, almost ensures the object of the meeting.
Such, brethren, are the only services I have been
able to render to the church in aid of our beloved
father, to whose as.sistance yon have called me.

Wm. Mkade, Assist. Bishop of Virginia.

The secretary received the following contribu-

tions from sundry parishes in this diocess for Con-
tingent Fund, and towards the remuneration of

Bishop Moore for his episcopal services, viz. :

—

Hanover parish, King George
county, - - . .

Vauier's Church, Essex county,

Antrim parish, Halifax county,

Portsmouth parish,

Bruton parish, V.'illiamsburg,

St. Andrew's parisli, Jefferson

county, Zion Church,

Do. Trinity Church,

Soiidi Farnham parish, Essex,

St. Margaret's parish, Caroline,

Christ Church, Winchester,

Lamb's Creek Church, Bruns-

wick parish. King George,

Hungar's parish, Northumber-

land, . - - .

Contingent
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Amount brought forward, $145 00

Christ Church,Norfolk borough, 30 00

Grace Church, Frederick par-

ish, Frederick county, - 15 00

Lynnhaven parish, Princess

Anne county. - - 10 00

Christ Church, Norborne par-

ish, Berkeley county, - 8 00

St. John's Church, Hampton, 6 00

Christ Church, Lancaster

county, - - - 15 70

St. Paul's Church, Lynchburg, 15 00
15 00

16 25
Hamihon parish, Fauquier,

Lexington parish, Amherst,

St. John's Church, Henrico

parish, - - - -

St. George's parish, Freder-

icksburg, . . -

St. Stephen's Church, Culpep-

per county, . - -

"Ware and Abingdon parishes,

Gloucester, . - -

St. Paul's parish. King George, 13 00

Christ Church, Alexandria, 30 00

Monumental Church, Rich-

mond City, - - .

St. James's Church, Shelburne

parish, Loudoun,
Norborne parish, Berkeley, )

Christ Church, >

Mount Zion's Church, )

Leeds parish, Fauquier,

St. James's parish, Northam,
Goochland, ...

St. Paul's Church, Alexandria, 20 00
Russell parish, Bedford county, 30 00
Newport parish. Isle of Wight, 3 00

St. James's parish, Mecklen-
burg, - - - -

Christ Church, Richmond, -

St. Martin's parish, Hanoyer,

Bristol parish, Petersburg, -

Bath parish, Dinwiddle,

St. Andrew's parish, Bruns-
wick county,

Cumberland parish, Lunenburg
county, - - - -

Suffolk parish, Suffolk,

St. Mark's parish, Culpepper,

Kanawha parish,

Wicomico parish, Northum-
berland, - - - -

Mr. Hugh Nelson, for Fred-

ericksville parish,

$704 55 $295 50

The business of the Convention was sus-

pended for the purpose of attending divine ser-

vice.

After service, Bishop Meade took the chair.

The parochial reports having been received and
read, were referred to the committee on paro-

chial reports.

The report of the board of trustees of the

Tlieological School of Virginia, togelher with

that of their treasurer, were presented and read

by the Rev. John Grammer, and received.

15 00

20 00

11 00

36 10

30 00

20 00

10 00

15 00

6 50

10 00
10 00
20 00
30 00
15 00

15 00

.S54 50
12 00

12 00

5 00

00
6 00

00
10 00
6 00

5 00

10 00

12 00

9 00

5 00
00

12 00

15 00

10 00

5 00

6 00

00
12 00
7 00
5 00

8 00
10 00
9 00
12 00
5 00

5 00

15 00
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benevolence that they must look for the means of
meeting the expenses of this undertaking. Our
vested fund amounts to S17,075 90—the annual
interest of which is barely sufficient for the sup-

port of one professor ; and to divert it from this to

other purposes would be to stop at once the
course of instruction, and render it wholly useless.

It is therefore upon the liberality of our friemls

that wc depend for the supply of our present

wants. And to this source we look with entire

confidence. After the many evidences we have
received of the divine favour, to doubt would
manifest a want of faith in the highest degree un-

reasonable and sinful. While the Lord is putting

it into the hearts of our youth to relinquish their

prospects for earthly wealth and worldly honours,
and give their time and their talents, their bodies

anil souls, to the glorious work of proclaiming sal-

vation to a perishmg world, who can dare to sup-

pose that he will not exert an according influence

upon his people, and move them to contribute
freely of that substance of which they are his

stewards, to the purpose of rendering most effect-

ual this work ? The work is of the Lord ; it is a

branch of his planting, and it will flourish. While
one pulse of piety throbs in a human bosom, the

vital current of Christian charity must flow on-

ward. We appeal, therefore, fearlessly, to those

who call themselves the disciples of that Saviour
who so loved the world that he gave his life as a
ransom for sinners, and who thus proved by his

works what he has declared in his word, that the
essential characteristic of his nature is love,—we
appeal to his professed disciples for the manifest-

ation of the sincerity of their professions, by the

exhibition of a portion of his spirit. And it is an
appeal which cannot be resisted. If they be in-

deed his disciples, they are animated by his

spirit ; for '• If any man have not the spirit of

Christ, he is none of his." They cannot look un-

moved upon the waste places of Zion ;—they

cannot remain deaf to the calls for help which as

cend on all sides from the multitudes " who are

ready to perish ;" nor can they reflect without re-

gret on the fact, that of those who are desirous of

labouring in the vineyard of the Lord, any should

be kept back for want of such means as earthly

riches can provide. They will respond to our ap-

peal with a promptness and liberality which will

manifest of what spirit they are, and that the

spirit of Christ is a spirit of love. We would call

upon the Convention, therefore, to sustain us in

our present undertaking, by adopting such meas-
ures as may be deemed expedient for presenting

this subject most clearly to the consideration of

our friends.

And in conclusion the board would briefly state,

that from the report of the professors, the stu-

dents in our seminary have, during the past year,

pursued with regularity and diligence the course
of study heretofore prescribed ; that their deport-

ment has been consistent and exemplary, ann has
developed a tone of piety and devotedness to God
which gives a strong promise of their future use-

fulness in his church.

The committee appointed to take into con-

sideration the state of the Theological School,

made a report as follows :

—

Resolved, That a meeting be invited to be
held at St. Paul's Church, on Friday afternoon,

at half past 4 o'clock, when addresses by the

clergy and some of the laity will be presented,

and a collection taken up to procure funds for the

immediate erection of such buildings at the sem-

inary as are at this time deemed indispensable.

Resolved, That the chairman of this commit-
tee be requested to invite such of the clergy

and laymen as he may think proper to present

addresses at the said meeting.

Resolved, That for the accommodation of

those who may be unprepared at the instant to

indulge their charitable feelings towards this

institution, subscriniion paper.-> be prepared and
offered to the m'^eiitig, which shall also be dis-

tributed throughout the diocess, to secure a

collection adequate to the wants of the semi-

nary.

An amendment was offered bv Mr. Colston,

pending the discussion of which the Convention
adjourned, to meet to-morrow morning, at 9
o'clock.

Friday, May 18, 1832.

The Convention met pursuant to adjourn-

ment, and was opened with prayer by the Rev.
Wm. F. Lee.

The Right Rev. Bishop Moore, D. D., took

the chair as president.

The Rev. Edward W. Peet, of Henrico par-

ish, appeared and took his seat.

The following communication was received

from the Virginia Society for promoting the ob-

servance of the Christian Sabbath, which was
read, and, with the documents accompanving it,

referred to the committee on the state of the

church, viz. ;

—

To the Convention of the Protestant Episcopal
Church of the Diocess of Virginia.

The managers of the Virginia Society for pro-
moting the observance of the Christian Sabbath
would respectfully solicit the attention of the
Convention to the best means of promoting the
sanctification of the Lord's day. The accompany-
ing circular, address, and report, will explain the
object, and the means employed by this society

;

and show that we desire not the aid of the civil

power, but the moral influenceof all the people ot

God. Believing that the Convention take a lively

interest in this subject, and that its influence
would be extensively and powerfully felt among
us, we cherish the hope that it will take such
measures in relation to it as in its wisdom it may
deem expedient.

By order of the board of managers.
Chari.es Goddard, Cor. Sec.

Richmond, May 12, 1832.

The Rev. J. Loring Woart appeared and
took his seat.

The consideration of the report made on yes-

terday by the committee on the Theological

School was resumed. On motion of the Rev.

Mr. Grammer, it was amended by the adoption

of the following substitute :

—

Whereas it appears from the report of the

hoard of trustees of the Theological Seminary
that funds are wanting for the erection of an-

other building, and the endowment of another

professorship, the first of which objects is of

immediate and absolute importance ; therefore.

Resolved, That a meeting be held this after-

noon, in St. Paul's Church, at half past 4
o'clock, for the purpose of commencing such a

course of measures as may be calculated to

efl'ect this object ; by making known to the

friends of the seminary its wants ; appealing to
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ihem by public addresses for pecuniary aid ; re-

ceiving such coniribulions as its friends may be

prepared to give ; and such bubscriptions as

any may be disposed to make.
Resolved, That the board of trustees of the

Theological Seminary be requested to make the

necessary arrangements, and superintend the

proceedings of the said meeting.

On motion of the Rev. Wm. F. Lee, it was
Resolved, That the next annual Conven-

tion of this diocess be held in the Monumental
Church, in the city of Piichmond.

The committee on the treasurer's accounts

made the following report :

—

The committee to whom was referred the treas-

urer's accounts respectruUy report, That they
have examined the same, and find them correct

—

the various items being ascertained by the proper
vouchers, which are filed wuh the accounts. The
balan'-e remaining in the hands of the treasurer

at this time, of the contingent fund, is .$497 11,

and tiie fund for the bishop is $36 50, as appears
by the accompanying accounts.

Tho.mas Nelson, Chairman.

Mr. Edmund J. Lee, from the committee ap-

pointed to examine the state of the fund for the

permanent support of the episcopate in this dio-

cess, presented the following report:

—

The committee upon the episcopal fund re-

port. That, according to the order of the Conven-
tion, they have examined the same. And ihtit at

the last Convennon the amount was $5,552 91 in

slocks. That there has been added to it since
then $21C, which has bten vested in bank-
stocks, making the whole amount in stocks to be
$5,750 During the pre.sent Convention, the trus-

tees of the fund have received the following sums
under the resolution of the last Convention :—

From Russell parish, - - - $12 50
St. Martin's, - - - - 17 00
Christ Church, Alexandria, - 12 00
Sapony Church, Chesterfield, - 10 00
Christ Church, Richmond, - 11 00

$5,750 00 Stocks.

62 50 Cash. $62 50

$5,812 60

On motion, Resolved, That the said report
be received.

Agreeably to the provisions of the 1.3th arti-

cle, notice having been transmitted to the sev-

eral vestries of the parishes in this diocess that

it was proposed lo amend the firht article of the

constitution, by striking out the word Thursday,
and inserting, in lieu thereof, the word Wed-
nesday; on motion of the Rev. Wm. F. Lee,
it was Resolved, That the said article be so
amended as to read thus :

" There shall be a

Convention of the Protestant Episcopal Church
in this state on the third Wednesday in May
every year ; but the Convention which meets
in the year previous to the meeting of the Gen-
eral Convention may have power to appoint
the time and place of meeting for the next an-
nual session."

Leave of absence for to-morrow was granted
to Mr. Edmund J. Lee and Mr. Wm. Boiling.

The business of the Convention was sus-

pended for the purpose of attending divine sor-

vice. After serAice, Bishop Meade took the
chair

Mr. Jno. B. Breckenridge presented a cer-

tificate of his appointment as lay delegate from
Augusta parish, in Staunton, and was admitted
to a seat in the Convention.

The Convention proceeded to the election,

by ballot, of a standing committee of the church
in this diocess for the ensuing vear ; where-
upon the follov.-ing gentlemen were duly elect-

ed, viz. :—The Rev. Reuel Keith, D. D., the
Rev. Edward R. Lippit, the Rev. Wm. Jack-
son, Mr. John Hooff, Mr. Edmund J. Lee, and
Mr. John Gray.

The Convention then proceeded to the
choice of the executive committee of the Mis-
sionary Society, which resulted in the election
of Mr. John G. Williams, secretary ; Mr.
Thomas Nelson, treasurer ; and Rev. E. C.
M'Guire, Rev. Henry W. Ducachet, Rev.
Nicholas H. Cobbs, Rev. Wm. Jackson, Rev.
Adam Empie, Rev. Wm. F. Lee, Rev. Edward
W. Peet, Mr. John Nelson, Mr. Geo. M. Car-
rington, and Mr Samuel C. Nichols, as mem-
bers of the executive committee.
The committee to whom was referred the ac-

count of the treasurer of the Missionary Society
reported, That they had examined the same, and
found it correct, and authenticated by the proper
vouchers

; and that the balance in the treasurer's

hands on the 16th instant amounted to $60 72.

On motion, the Convention adjourned until

to-morrow morning, at 9 o'clock.

Saturd.iy, May 19, 1832.

The Convention met pursuant to adjourn-
ment, and was opened with prayer by the Rev.
Wm. F. Lee.
The Right. Rev. Bishop Moore, D. D., took

the chair.

The committee on parochial reports made the
following report, which was read and accepted,
with this exception, that the report of the rector
of the Monumental Church, Richmond, was re-

stored to its original condition, viz. :

—

The committee to whom were referred the pa-
rochial reports have discharged the task assigned
them, and herewith return the same, revised and
abridged, for insertion on the journal :

—

Bruton parish, Wilhamsburg. The rector re- J
ports, since the last Convention, one adult and I
ten infant baptisms, nine marriages, and six fu-
nerals. Confirmations fifteen. Of the communi-
cants, eight have been lost by removal and one by
death At tiie time of our association in June
last and soon after, the church received an acces-
sion of fifteen new communicants. Our present
number is sixty-five, of whom three are Africans.
Our communicants form three fifths of our adult
congregation.

It IS proper to add, that a female Bible class has
been formed, that our Bible, Prayer-Book, and
Tract Society has become auxiliary to the Mis-
sionary Society of this diocess, and that we have
laid the foundation of a parish library, which con-
tains already about one hundred voUimes, one
half of which is the gift of Mrs. Juha Avery,
daughter of Dr. Bracken, former rector of the
parish. A. Empie, Rector.

Frederick parish, Frederick county. While the
rector of this parish could wish that its religious
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state was much better, he is thankful that it is

not worse. Since the last Convention twelve
have been added to the communion. Within the
same period more than §700 have been contribu-
ted to the Bible Society, the Education Society,
the Greek Mission, and the Colonizing Society.
A donation of one thousand dollars in road-siock
has been made to the Theological Seminary by
one individual. A commodious church, recently
erected in Berryville, was consecrated in August
last. He hopes to report to the ne.xt Convention
the completion of another, which is about to be
erected at Millwood. The rector, while regretting
to state that the Kev. Mr. Kice has resigned his

place as assistant minister in this parish, is hajipy

to be able to add, that the Kev. William Jackson,
ir. has been chosen to supply the vacancy, and
has entered upon his charge with the most flatter-

ing prospects. Communicants ninety—baptis.Mis

twelve— -funerals twelve.

Wm. ME.\nE, Rector.
The rector of Russell parish, Bedford county,

in making his report to the Convention, hesitates

what account to give of the state of his churches.

During a great part of the last year there was
manifested a deep and general interest in religion,

and he was gratified to perceive a number of

pious and valuable members added to the com-
munion. But, at present, he is constrained to say
that this interest has abated, that many are be-

coming more inditferent to the claims of religion,

and he fears that notwithstanding a very consider-

able accession to the communion, the general
prospect before him is rather more discouraging
than heretofore. He feels himself bound in this

place gratefully to acknowledge the liberality of

his parishioners in having subscribed nearly two
thousand dollars for the purchase of a farm, for

the benefit of the rector and his family. Besides

his services in Bedford county, he labours one
fourth of his time in the adjacent county of Bote-

tourt, in which there is an interesting and intelli-

gent congregation, and in which an active clergy-

man would be kindly received and comfortably

supported. There is probably no portion of up-

per Virginia where there are better materials for

the building up of our church. Communicants,
removed twelve, withdrawn four, added forty

;

total number ninety-six—baptisms, of infants

twenty-five, adults twelve—marriages seven—one
burial—contributions to the episcopal fund $12
50. Nicholas H. Cobbs, Rector.

Parochial report from St. Mark's parish, Cul-

pepper. Since my last report, there have been
but few changes in this parish. I think, however,

that the prospect is gradually improving, there

being in many persons a greater anxiety to en-

courage pure and undefiled religion. The con-

gregations are visibly increasing, and, I flatter

myself, are more devout when attending divine

service. Within the course of the last twelve

months, one of our communicants has died and
five have been added. Present number of com-
municants forty. There have been baptisms,

adults three, infants twenty-one—marriages three

—funerals five. John Woodvili.e.
St. Paul's Church, Lynchburg. Nothing of

especial interest has occurred in this parish du-

ring the past year. It still bears marks of a recent

origin, and requires the fostering care of the Con-
vention.

Of the conunumcants, one has died, four have
removed, eleven have been added, and the present

number is fifty-eight. Funerals twelve—mar-
riages three—baptisms, of adults one, of infants

seven.

In connexion with the Rev. Mr. Cobbs, I have
S

for a part of the last year maintained a monthly
appointment at St. John's Church, Moore parish,

Campbell. The prospects of this infant church
are highly flattering, and present an interosimg
field of labour for a clergyman who will reckon
th3 consciousness of doing good his highest re-

ward. F. G. Smith.
Christ Church, Norfolk, Elizabeth Riverparish.

During the past year there have been thirty-nine
baptisms (in three instances of adults)—eleven
marriages—and twenty-five funerals—twenty-
eight have been confirmed. The present number
of communicants is two hundred and fifty, of

whom forty-eight have been received since the
last Convention, that being the largest number
ever admitted in the same period of time in this

parish. The rector rejoices to inform the Con-
vention, that in consequence of the great increase
of the congregation of Christ Church, it has be-

come necessary to establish another. Measures
have already been taken for that purpose ; liberal

subscriptions raised, and a vestry chosen ; and it

is confidently hoped that a very respectable and
encouraging body of worshippers will soon be
gathered in the old building formerly occupied by
the Episcopalians of Norfolk, and which is now
designed and set apart, by the name of St. Paul's

Church, for the accommodation of the new con-

gregation. In other respects the condition of
Christ Church has undergone no change.

Hknrt W. Ducaciiet, Rector.

Abingdon and Ware parishes, Gloucester. The
minister of these parishes reports, that during the

past year there have been ten baptisms and eight

iunerals—two of the communicants have died, and
seven new members have been added. The pres-

ent number of communicants is twenty-nine. The
Female Education Society continues to contribute

its annual aid to the friends of the parent society.

Jno. Cole.
Report of Lexington parish, Amherst county,

and of Nelson parish, Nelson county. My tune, as

heretofore, has !)een devoted to the three churches
in Amherst, and to the church in Nelson, with
occasional visits to Buckingham.
The work of the Lord has not prospered so ex-

tensively during the last twelve months as in

tunes preceding, and yet there is not wanting evi-

dence that souls have been bom to God. The
whole number added in the different churches is

ten. In addition to the exercises of the Sabbath
School, the children in the difl'erent congregations

have been statedly instructed in the church cate-

chism. Besides the auxiliary Education Society,

the ladies in the vicinity of New-Glasgow have
formed an association to raise funds by their own
work for the cause of missions. The good effect

of temperance societies has been observed and
acknowledged by all.

Marriages five—funerals si.x—baptisms four.

The whole number of communicants eighty-one.

Charles H. Page.
St. Paul's parish. King George county. The

rector reports, that since the last Convention the

spiritual condition of this parish has been gradual-

ly improving. Within the last two months a

Missionary Society has been organized. A parish

library has been commenced, from which it is

hoped much good will result. Eight persons

have been added to the communion, and many
others are anxiously inquiring what they must do

to be saved. Four have removed from the parish

during the last year—one died—baptisms eight-

one marriage— funerals five—present number of

communicants thirty-two.

Zachakiah H. Goldsmith.

Brunswick parish. There have been no acces-
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sions to the communion in this parish during the

last year. At an association recently held, much
seriousness pervaded the congregation. Baptisms

four—funerals six—communicants ten.

Zacharhh H. Goldsmith.
The rector of the Monuniental Church in the

city of Richmond reports to the Convention, that

the state of his congregation continues to be very

encouraging; thnt the attendants on divine wor-

ship are very numerous, and that since his report

the last year a goodly number have been added
to the communion. The baptisms within the last

twelve months amount to forty-nine. Communi-
cants one hundred and seventy-two. Owing to

the indisposition of the Rev. Leonidas Polk, who
was engaged as an assistant minister to the rec-

tor, he was under the painful necessity of resign-

ing his situation and crossing the Atlantic for the

benefit of his health. Mr. Polk evidenced, during

his ministry in Richmond, a spirit of the most
ardent piety and devotion to his duty ; and it was
with regret of no ordinary character that the rec-

tor was obliged to accept his resignation. The
situation which was filled by Mr. Polk is now oc-

cupied by the Rev. Joseph H. Nichols, who has
been well received by the congregation ; and from
whose filial deportment to the rector he is justi-

fied in believing that the interests of the parish

will be promoted, and the evening of the rector's

life rendered happy, peaceful, and comfortable.

RlCH.\RD CH.tNNlNG MoORE,
Rector of the Monumental Church.

St. John's parish, Brooke county. In this par-

ish there are two congregations ; one at Wells-
burg, the other in the country, about eight miles
distant.

The Rev. Mr. Morse, of Ohio, has for several

years rendered most acceptable and efficient ser-

vices, though necessarily only occasional, to both
congregations.

Since my resignation of the parish of Wheeling
this spring, I have taken charge of that at Wells-

burg. Mr. M. now oflSciates for the country con-
gregation more frequently. There are about forty-

five communicants. A Sunday School has just

been organized. The prospects of the parish
generally are encouraging.
Four communicants have been added to the

number at Wheeling this year, making thirty-five

in all.

The Rev. Win. Armstrong, of Maryland, has
been invited to the rectorship ol this parish. He
has accepted it upon the condition of a short de-

lay in removing, and will probably soon be here.

John Thomas Wheat.
Antrim parish, Halifax county. The church in

this parish is gradually increasing. The present

number of communicants is thirty-two, of whom
twelve have been added since the last Conven-
tion. The baptisms during the same time have
been eleven, of whom six were adults, and five

chililren. Marriages four— funerals four—Sunday
Schools two. Charles Dresser, Rector.
Camden pari.sh, Pittsylvania county. This par-

ish, after the lapse of nearly half a century, has
lately been reorganized. Since the last Conven-
tion a small church has been completed, which is

now ready for consecration. The services of a

resident clergyman are still earnestly desired, and
in few parts of the diocess, it is believed, would
the labours of a faithful and enlightened minister
be more useful. The present number of commu-
nicants is twelve. Baptisms six—one funeral.

Charles Dresser.
Newport parish, Isle of Wight, and St. John's,

Nanseraond. The minister would state, that he
took charge of these parishes about two months

since, and has not yet been able to ascertain the
exact number of communicants. One baptism-^
funerals four.

A catechetical class has been formed, with more
than twenty members. It is expected a neat and
commodious church will be erected in the town of

Smithfield during the ensuing summer.
Chaplin S. Hedges.

Christ Church, Richmond. Baptisms fifteen

(two adults)—funerals twenty-three—marriages
twelve. Additions to the communion twenty-one.

Of the communicants, one has died, and three

have removed ; present number sixty. Contri-

butions to Missionary Society $30—to the Epis-

copal Fund $11. Wm. F. Lee.

St. Anne's parish, Albemarle. The rector has
the pleasure of making a very favourable report

respecting the progress of religion within the

limits of his labour during the past year. The
church to which allusion was made in the last re-

port is nearly finished, and is a very neat and
beautiful edifice. Our congregations have in-

creased very much, and are more serious and at-

tentive. The rector has also officiated once a

month at Walker's Church, which belongs to

Fredericksville parish. Adult baptisms three, in-

fant baptisms ten—marriages two—funerals sev-

en. About thirty are ready for confirmation.

Zachariah Meade.

St. John's Church, Henrico parish, Richmond.
The rector of this parish reports, that the general

condition of his charge is not greatly changed
since the last Convention. Death has made seri-

ous inroads on the congregation, but others have
arisen to stand in the places of the departed. The
Bible class, the lectures, and Sunday School are
still sustained, as they always have been, although
not heretofore noticed in his reports. The num-
ber of the communicants has been increased the

last year by eight accessions, making thirty in all.

There have been twenty-four baptisms, one adult
—seven marriages—and forty funerals. The con-
gregations have been better this spring than at

any former period of his residence in the parish.

Edward W. Peet.

Christ Church, Lancaster county, and Wicom-
ico Church, Northumberland county. The min-
ister of these churches entered upon his duties at

the commencement of the present year. He has
under his charge three congregations.

Through the spirited exertions of some of the
members of the church, one church has recently

been thoroughly repaired, and is now a conveni-
ent edifice for public worship. The other two
churches are in a state of decay, and require very
considerable repairs to render them commodions
for the purposes of public worship.

A Bible class has been formed in Christ Church
parish, and we have in the two parishes four Sun-
day Schools, three of which have been established

during the present season. The number of families

belonging to the two congregations in Lancaster
county is sixty-three. Baptisms in the two par-
ishes nineteen—one marriage.

Ephraim Adams.
St. Margaret's parish, Caroline county. The

lay delegates from this parish report, that it has
been for nearly two years deprived of the services

of a regular minister, and that those whom they
represent are anxious to procure one.

They feel pleased also in reporting, that, not-
withstanding this long vacancy, there is an in-

creasing interest felt in the cause of the church.
Since the last report, respectable members of

the congregation ana faithful followers of the Lord
have departed this life : several have been added.
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leaving the number of communicants about the
same as when last reported.

Geo. F. Thornton.
Addison F. Thornton.

St. George's Church, Fredericksburg. The
minister of this cliurch has the happiness of re-

porting the prosperous state of his pastoral charge.
The grace of God has been extended to us in

an unusual measure through the past year.

Subsequent to the period of the Convention in

Norfolk, there was a manifest mcrease of religious

sensibility among us. An unusual solemnity per-

vaded our places of worship, while the welfare
of the soul became the absorbing theme of medi-
tation and conversation with an unusual number.
The good seed which had long been sown in re-

luctant hearts began to spring up. One and an-

other evinced deep concern, giving vent to feel-

ings which had been long, more or less, restrained.

Occasions of religioiis worship were now eagerly

Sought, every place of meeting was speedily filled,

presenting often scenes of subdued but deep spirit-

ual distress, mingled with those of calm but rap-

turous delight and joy in the Holy Ghost.

The result of this visitation of mercy has been,

as we believe, the radical conversion of upwards
of eighty individuals. Of these. Bishop Meade
confirmed seventy-five in September last—more
than fifty of whom united for the first time in com-
memorating the death of their Saviour. Since that

period about thirty more have been admitted to the

holy communion, making the whole amount of

increase since the last Convention about eighty-

five members.
A great blessing has this merciful visitation

been to us. It has added much to the influence

of true religion. Our congregations have in-

creased, a fresh impulse has been given to the

activity of members, and the fruits of faith have
been realized in holy living and in all the deeds of

practical benevolence and Christian charily.

The several parochial associations reported to

the last Convention still continue in a prosperous

state. Our Sunday Schools, Bible classes, Prayer-

Book and Tract Society, Education Society, and
Missionary Societies, are well sustained and emi-

nently useful. Baptisms forty six (thirteen adults)

—marriages five—funerals twenty-four—commu-
nicants one hundred and eighty-eight—twenty-two

lost by death and rem.oval.

Edward C. M'Guire.
St. Anne's and South Farnham parishes, Essex

county. The rector reports a gradual improve-

ment of the congregations under his care. The
numbers who attend upon the services of the

sanctuary are increasing ; some appear to feel the

word, and a few have taken upon themselves the

vows of the Lord by a public profession of his

most holy religion.

The Bible classes heretofore noticed still exist

;

as does the Sunday School, to which has just

been added a Saturday School ; something is also

being done for the Missionary and Education
Societies.

St. Mary's parish, Port Royal, Caroline county.

At this place the rector of St. Anne's and South
Farnham has been preaching twice a month for

some time past with much encouragement. The
congregation is growing, and measures have been
taken to erect a church. Communicants removed
into another parish two—added eighteen, of whom
twelve only were new communicants—present

number sixty-three—baptisms, three of which
were of adults, thirty-two—marriages ten—burials

five. John P. M'Guire, Rector.

The rector of Hamilton and Leeds parishes,

Fauquier, reports, that no very striking change
S2

has taken place in these parishes since the last

Convention. The congregations in both are gen-
erally good, and often, especially in the former,
very full. The number b( communicants has re-

ceived some increase. Communicants in both
parishes about sixty—baptisms twenty—funerals

eight—marriages nineteen. George Lemon.
Christ Church, Winchester. The rector re-

ports the gradual improvement of the congrega-
tion under his charge. All the charitable and be-

nevolent objects of the day have received increas-

ed attention and support. Upwards of three hun-
dred and fifty dollars have been collected for ob-

jects connected with religion, exclusive of a very
liberal contribution towards buikhng a new church
a few miles from Winchester.
There have been sixteen members added to the

communion, two of whom were formerly connect-
ed with the church in Winchester, but for some
years had separated themselves from her commu-
nion.

One member has died and three have removed,
leaving the present number of communicants
ninety-live—baptisms sixteen, of whom six were
adults—funerals fourteen—marriages six.

The church at Mill Creek continues to be well
attended, and the congregation appears to be more
concerned on the subject of religion than at any
former period. The number of communicants is

thirty-nine—four added.
J. E. Jackson, Rector.

St. Paul's Church, Sutlblk. No remarkable
change has taken place in this church since my
last report. One communicant has removed and
one has been added to the church ; the preached
word is seriously attended to ; the responses are

more regular and more animated. Communicants
twenty-two—baptismsnine—funerals seven— mar-
riages five. Jacob Keeling.

Portsmouth, Va., May 12th, 1832. Last January
I declined my ministerial labours in Lynnhaven
parish : since that time it has been without a min-
ister. One gentleman has expressed a willingness

to board a clergyman, and, he believes, two or

three hundred dollars may be obtained by sub-

scription, which would secure the maintenance of

(me whose demands are not great. The number
of communicants I have not been able to ascer-

tain exactly. I believe there are about ten.

I have devv ted more time and attention to Deep
Creek this year than I did last, and, although
there is no great manifestation of good, yet I per-

ceive an increased attention to the word, and have
reason to believe that it has had some very good
effect. Baptized two—funerals four—one mar-
riage. Ira Parker.

St. James's parish, Northam, Goochland. In

reporting the accession of four members to the

communion since the last Convention, the minis-

ter of this parish has to regret that in the general

aspect of his charge there has been so little to

cheer his heart, or to animate his hopes. In ad-

dition to the stated services in this church, the

minister has officiated regularly one Sunday in

the month in Sapony Church, Chesterfield county,

and one Sunday in the month in Cartersvilie,

Cumberland county, where there is a growing
attachment to the services of our church, and
a strong desire manifested to have them continued.

Two of the communicants last reported have been

removed, one by death, and the other to another

diocess. Ten dollars have been contributed in aid

of the Bishops' Fund, and ten to the Education

Society. Baptisms six, two of whom were adults

—funerals two—marriages three.

James Doughen.
Bristol parish, Petersburg. I have nothing in-
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teresting to report concerning the state of this

parish since last Convention. I cannot conscien-

tiously declare that there is any improvement,

either in the ordinary attendance of the congrega-

tion, or in the participation of the more solemn

ordinances of the church ; and yet I would be un-

willing to hint that there is a falling ofl' in any of

these respects, although appearances are not alto-

gether so favourable as might be wished. There
have been, since last Convention, eight marriages,

thirteen baptisms, and twenty deaths.

Andrew Syme.
Hungar's parish, Northampton, Va. Baptisms

twenty-five—marriages four—funerals six—com-
municants, three added since last report

;
present

number tliirty. A Temperance Society of ninety

members. S. S. Gunter, Rector.

St. John's Church, Hampton, Elizabeth City

parish. Since the last report, four have been ad-

ded to the number of communicants and two have
removed. There are but few in this parish who
are decidedly attached to our communion. Still

the prospect is encouraging. At Old Point the

congregation has considerably increa'^^d, in con-

sequence of an augmentation of the military force.

There is at this time preparing, under the imme-
diate direction of the commandant of the post, a

spacious and convenient place for worship, in

which the exercises of our church are to be con-

ducted. A Bible class of eighteen non-commis-
sioned officers and privates assemble once in each
week, and the weekly lectures still elicit atten-

tion. The Sunday School, conducted upon the

principles of the Protestant Episcopal Sunday
School Union, numbering ten teachers, forty-four

boys, and thirty-two girls, and which is opened
twice on each Lord's day, continues to flourish.

Marriages nine—baptisms twenty-one—communi-
cants twenty-four—burials seventeen.

M.^RK L. Chevers,
Rector of St. John's, Hampton.

Cumberland parish, Lunenburg county. The
rector of this parish would state, that he took

charge of it in October last ; since which tmie he
has preached statedly at St. John's Church and
at the courthouse. Within a few miles of the lat-

ter place, a neat and commodious brick church is

about to be erected. At St. John's a Sunday
School and Bible class were established last fall.

A few have united in the formation of a Mission-

ary Society, auxiliary to the General Missionary
Society of the church. Three communicants
have been added and two have removed, making
the present number twelve—one marriage—funer-

als three—infant baptisms three.

It may be well to mention that the masters of

some four or five plantations are in the habit of

givmg their servants a part of one day in every

week to attend preaching. By the trifling loss

thus sustained, they prove to their servants that

the interest which they profess to feel for their

spiritual welfare is real. Much good has already
resulted from my labours among them : six or

seven give hopeful evidence of conversion.
Charles C. Taliaferro.

Trinity Church, Portsmouth parish. The rec-

tor is happy in being able to report, that the con-

gregation under his charge is gradually improving.

The attendance at church is more full and regu-

lar, and an increasing interest in the services is

manifest. The result has been an addition of nine

persons to the number of the communicants, three

by communing for the first time, and six by re-

moving into the parish. One has been suspended,
and, in consequence of that act of discipline, has
left the congregation. The societies, as last re-

ported, are still in existence, but are far from

being in that flourishing state in which it is so de-
sirable to see all such institutions.

The pecuniary concerns of the parish are in a
somewhat better state than they were at the last

Convention. A few ladies of the congregation,

by small monthly contributions, have nearly paid

a debt for plastering the churchof upwardsof §500.
The present number of famihes in the congre-

gation is sixty. Marriages five—baptisms twelve
—communicants thirty seven—burials twenty-six.

J. H. WiNGFiELD, Rector.

St. Andrew's parish, Brunswick county, and
Bath parish, Dinwiddie county. The dispersed

condition of the members of his flock renders it

impracticable to the rector of these parishes to

fulfil his pastoral duties in a manner satisfactory

to himself. A lamentable coldness at present ex-

ists in his congregations ; but he would take en-

couragement, from the advancement in spiritual

life which some few exhibit, to hope that a bright-

er day will soon dawn upon ns. The few females

who have heretofore formed the Auxiliary Edu-
cation Society, have persevered with unabated
zeal and with encouraging success : and some
promising measures are at this time in progress

for the formation of a missionary association in
each parish.

The present number of communicants in both
parishes is forty-five. Of these, nine have been
added within the past year, one of whom is a
coloured man ; two have removed, one has depart-

ed in peace and triumph to the church above, one
has withdrawn, and two have been transferred to

an adjoining parish, in which they reside. There
have been twelve persons baptized, one of them
an adult, five white and six coloured children

—

funerals nme—marriages four.

John Grammer, Jr.

Hanover parish. King George county. There
had been no episcopal services in this parish until

about two years ago (but for a few months), since

the revival of the church in this diocess. A con-
gregation has been organized and a vestry elected.

At first there was an ignorance of our liturgy,

and a prejudice against it ; but, by distributing

prayer-books, we have been enabled to make the
people better acquainted with it, and the prejudi-

ces are now gradually subsiding. Baptisms eight

— marriages eleven—funerals four.

J. Clapham.
The prospects of the church in St. James's par-

ish, Mecklenburg, are more promising than when
last reported. There have been five additions to

our communion, making the whole number of
communicants in the parish forty-two. Baptisms
twenty—funerals seven—marriages eight.

William Steel, Rector.
St. Martin's parish, Hanover and Louisa. No

material change has occurred in this parish since
our last report. The new church mentioned then
as nearly completed, is now ready for consecra-
tion. Our several benevolent institutions are still

in operation. During the past year the rector ex-
tended his labours, as often as practicable, to the
congregations in Caroline, Spotsylvania, Louisa,
and the lower part of Hanover, all of which are
anxious to obtain the regular services of a minis-
ter. We have lost by deaths and removals thir-

teen communicants, six have been added, total

lifty-nine—marriages six—baptisms eight—funer-
als eighteen. John CooKE.

St. Andrew's parish, JefTerson county. The
rector reports, that though he perceives many cau-
ses for humiliation when considering the state of
his parish, he nevertheless is also reminded of
some for encouragement and thankfulness. A
goodly number of those who were careless and
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impenitent, especially among the young, have re-

cently joined the coniinunion.
Bible classes and Sunday Schools are attached

to both the churches forming this parish ; so also

are Missionary and Education Societies. The
whole number of comnmnicaiits one hundred and
filteen, burials six. Contributions to benevolent
objects $153. Ai.KXANDER Jones.
Kanawha parish, Kanawha county. This par-

ish, previous to last October, had been without a
minister lor about six years. In Charlestown we
have no house of worship ; but, on my arrival,

the Methodist church was kindly offered for our
accommodation. In the country there is a small
brick edihce called Bangor Church. When I

came to this place there were twenty-four com-
municants. Since that time one has removed,
four have come into the parish, and three have
been added, making the present number thirty.

Marriages two— funerals three— baptisms, one
adult and six infants.

I have visited Lewisburg, Greenbrier county,
twice, and baptized one person, an adult. There
are in this place several warm friends of the

church, and a few are anxious to join the commu-
nion. Fkederick D. GoonwiN.

St. Paul's Church, Alexandria. The rector of

this church states, with gratitude to Almighty
God, that the anticipation of a blessing on his

congregation, expressed in his last report, has been
in a great degree realized. As might be expected,

an increase of vital godliness has given an impulse
to our temporal concerns. During the past year,

upwards of eight hundred dollars have been ex-

pended on the church edifice. A comfortable par-

sonage will soon be completed. Our Sunday
Schools, containing two hundred scholars, and
our Monday or sewing school, are well supported.

One hundred and fifty dollars have been remitted

to the Protestant Episcopal Missionary Society,

and a box of articles, worth about forty dollars,

sent to our missionaries in Greece. Thirty dol-

lars have been paid to the Education Society, be-

sides free contributions to other societies of a gen-

eral nature.

The following statistics show the fruits of the

past year, and the present state of his charge,

viz. :— Marriages four— funerals twenty-one—bap-

tisms, five adults and twenty-two children, total

twenty-seven—confirmed forty-seven—added to

the communion thirty—ten have been removed by

death and change of residence. The whole num-
ber of communicants is one hundred and fifty, a

less number than was heretofore reported, though

the additions have been considerable, which can

be accounted for only by mistakes in reports of

preceding years. Wm. Jackson, Rector.

The missionary employed by the Ladies' Mission-

ary Society of Richmond would report, that, since

he has been engaged in their service, he has oflicia-

ted once in each month at the church in Char-

lottesville. And in consequence of a polite invita-

tion from the chairman of the faculty, he has also

preached as often as his other engagements would
permit at the Rotunda of the University. A
prayer-meeting is regularly held and attended by

several of the students, and recently, too, a Tem-
perance Society has been formed, of which more
than sixty have become members. Besides at-

tending at these two places, he has performed

missionary duties in the counties of Albemarle,

Nelson, Amherst, and Buckingham; but to what
extent his labours have been blessed is known only

to the Lord of the harvest. J. S. Swift.
Christ Church, Alexandria, Fairfax parish. The

rector reports, that forty-three communicants have

been added to the list from which the report of the

last year was drawn out, composed of individuals

received from other churches by removals to this

city, a few members not before reported, and a
much larger number of new communicants. He
also reports that his church has, on every Sabbath
for some time past, presented a most encouraging
ap[iearaiice.

It is in contemplation, immediately after the
Convention, to repair the church building thor-

oughly. Conununicants reported last year eighty-

seven, received this year forty-three, total one
hundred and thirty—baptisms, two adults, eight

children, total ten—burials eight—marriages four.

Charles Mann.

The Rev. John P. M'Guire offered the follow-

ing resolution, which was adopted by a unan-
imous vote.

Resolved, That the bishop of this diocess be
requested to recommend some early day as a
day of humiliation, fasting, and prayer, for the

[)urpose of making a pubhc confession of our
sins, and of seeking to turn away from us the

just judgments of the Almighty.

Mr. G. W. Bassett, jr. offered the following

resolution, which was also adopted by a unan-

imous vote.

Resolved, That it be recoinmended to the

clergy and laity of this diocess, to make the

week previous to the annual meeting of this

Convention a special season of thanksgiving

and praise to God, for his mercies in times past

on such occasions, and of prayer and supplica-

tion for the continuance, increase, and efficacious

outpouring of his Holy Spirit to the conversion

of sinners, edification of Christians, and building

up of his holy church.

The business of the Convention was sus-

pended for the purpose of attending divine

service.

After service. Bishop Moore retired, and
Bishop Meade took the chair.

The Rev. Dr. Ernpie, from the committee on

the slate of the church, made the following re-

port, which was read and received :

—

The committee on the state of the church beg
leave to report, that it appears from the episcopal

and parochial reports presented to this Conven-
tion, that the cause of religion in general, and of

the church in particular, continues to gather

strength in the majority of our parishes, and thus

to furnish evidence that the blessing of Almighty
God is still vouchsafed to the labours of our min-

istry and the ordinances of our Zion. In some
of our parishes this blessing seems to have been

poured out in a most unusual measure, and to

have produced, in turning many, very many sin-

ners from darkness to light, rich and abundant

fruit indeed. To our God and Father in Christ

Jesus be rendered thanksgiving and praise.

The most efficient means, under the influence

of the Holy Ghost, in generating these most de-

sirable results, has been the holding of clerical

associations, with a view to engage the people of

the jianshes in which they were held in the pub-

lic worship of God, and in solemn and devout

meditation on the words of eternal life, for two or

more days in succession. With the character of

these associations, as conducted in the Episcopal

Church of Virginia, the members of this Conven-

tion are familiar; and to such a.^sociations our

venerable bishop gave, in his address to our last

Convention, his full approval and strong recom-
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mendation— an approval and recommendation
which your committee desire to recall and reim-

press on this Convention, not doubting that such

meetuigs, if governed, as in limes past, by a sound

and enlightened zeal, will be attended and followed

by a great and abiding blessing from God.
And here your committee carmot forbear ex-

pressing their earnest hope, with ferv-ent prayer to

the Fountain of all wisdom and grace, that such

a zeal may ever characterize the religious exer-

cises of our church, and preserve her members,
both clerical and lay, from adopting means to pro-

duce a spurious excitement, and yielding to its

pernicious influence. Any excitement but that

which is produced by the word of divine truth,

properly expounded and applied to the heart by

God's Holy Spirit, must be false and deceiitive,

and eventuate in consequences fatal to the inter-

ests of vital godliness. Let then the ministers of

pur church adhere to the great apostolic means
of promoting the salvation of men, ever preaching
" repentance towards God and faith towards our

Lord Jesus Christ," firmly and delerminately re-

solve to abslam from the adoption of all equivocal

expedients for multiplying the number of their

communicants, lest, in so doing, a momentary
exultation be followed by deep and long-abiding

shame and injury to the church ; and lest scof-

fers and sinners in general be confirmed in

their blindness of mind, liardness of heart, and
" contempt of God's word and commandment."
In making these cautionary remarks, your com-
mittee are happy in knowing that they are sus-

tained m their sentiments by many wise and in-

telligent Christians of other denominations, whose
warning voice against the excesses and machinery
pf fanaticism has been already and strongly heard
^'rom almost every quarter of our country. Your
committee trust their remarks will not be misun-
derstood, or considered as proceeding from any
other motive than a sincere desire to preserve un-

impaired the faith once delivered to the saints,

and advance the spiritual and everlasting welfare

of their fellow-inen.

The committee beg leave respectfully to remind
the clergy of the importance of a full and frequent

exposition of the distinctive features of the Gen-
eral Convention, according to the 22d canon of

our church, that our members may be able to say

why she is worthy of the reverence and love of

mankind, and repel the objections so often made
against our ecclesiastical polity and mode of wor-
ship. In too many instances (there is reason to

fear), the feeling that retains our members in the

bosom of the church, is nothing more than a per-

gonal attachment to some one of her ministers,

who, as the instrument of their conversion, or for

some other cause, is regarded with peculiar love

and affection. This ought not so to be. Our
members should be bound to the church, not by
mere personal regards, but by a deep conviction
of her high scriptural character, and the happy
adaptation of her ordinances and services to pro-

duce and promote a sound, intelligent, and fervent
«pirit of piety, a conviction which can spring only
from a thorough knowledge of the grounds on
which our polity rests its claims to preference,

and the reasons which determine us to adopt a
liturgical rather than an extemporaneous mode of
worship.
The committee have taken into consideration

the letter of the bishop on the subject of a mis-
sionary referred to them by the Convention, but
do not find that it contains any thing which falls

within their province. They would take occasion,
however, to express their regret, that the Mission-
ary Society of the diocess, though having in its

treasury a considerable sum of money, has not

been able to obtain the services of missionaries.

Were several suitable persons to present them-
selves for that purpose at once, they would meet
with immediate employment and a tolerable sup-

port.

In reference to the circular addressed to the

Convention by " the Virginia Society for promo-
ting the observance of the Christian Sabbath,"
they would remark, that it is presumed no differ-

ence of opinion can prevail among Christians as

to the excellence of the design of that body ; and
that it is one which receives their unanimous and
entire approbation. And they would recommend
to all the members of the church, and all the

friends of religion and good order, to concur in

the promotion of so sacred an object, as the sanc-

tificalion of the day which Almighty God has ap-

propriated nnmediately and wholly to himself.

The committee would not, however, be under-

stood to approve or recommend the promotion of

this object by any other means than argument and
example. In this respect, they fully acquiesce in

the views of the society whose circular has been
referred to them. Nor do they hesitate to recom-
mend to the Convention, and to Episcopalians

generally, the adoption of the pledge proposed in

the circular. It, in their view, clearly and fully

expresses the duty of every Christian in this mat-
ter, and reads as follows :^" Believmg that all

worldly business and travelling on the Christian

Sabbath, except for purposes of piety, necessity,

and mercy, and all worldly visiting and amuse-
ments on that day, are contrary to the divine will,

and injurious to the social, civil, and religious in-

terests of men ; we agree that we will abstain

from all such violations of the Sabbath, and that

we will use our influence to persuade our families

and others to do the same."
In conclusion, the committee beg leave to call

the attention of this Convention to a resolution of
the last General Convention, adverting to the
" alarming deficiency in the number of our min-
isters, and recommend to the clergy to present to

the consideration of their respective congrega-
tions the important duty of exercising a prayerful
diligence, in endeavouring to increase the number
of our ministers, by forming and fostering Educa-
tion Societies, for the due instruction of pious
youth, and by seeking out and encouraging young
men of suitable spiritual and mental qualifica-

tions to engage in the blessed service of preaching
the gospel of Christ to a perishing world."

All which is respectfully submitted.
A. Empie, Chairman.

The Rev. E. C. M'Guire, from the commit-
tee for examining the accounts of the treasurer

of the fund for the relief of the widows and
orphans of deceased clergymen, made the fol-

lowing report, which was read and received :

—

The committee to whom was referred for ex-
amination the account of the treasurer of the fund
for the relief of the widows and orphans of de-
ceased clergymen of the Episcopal (Ihurch of Vir-
ginia, beg leave to report, that they have performed
the duly assigned them, and find the account tp
be perfectly correct, and supported by proper
vouchers. E. C, M'Guirk, Chairman.

The funds are as follows, viz.

;

—
United States 3 per cents., - - $2,037 78
94 shares of Farmers' Bank of Alex-

andria stock, at par, - - 4,700 00

Amount carried forward, 3,737 78
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Amount brought forward, $6,737 78
S shares Bank of Alexandria, at par, 1,000 00
1 do. Bank of Virginia, do. - 100 00
Robert Andrews's estate, balance of

note, with interest from 30th April,

1829, till paid, - - - - 399 23
Cash on hand, - - - - 157 73

$8,394 74

On balloting for delegates to represent this

diocess in the next General Convention of the

Protestant Episcopal Church in the United
States of America, the following gentlemen
were duly elected, viz. : Rev. Nicliolas H.
Cobbs, Rev. Henry W. Ducachet, M. D., Rev.
William Jackson, Rev. John Grammer, Mr.
Thomas Marshall, Mr. Edward Colston, Mr.
John G. Williams, and Mr. John Nelson.

Resolved, That the Rev. Win. F. Lee, Rev.
Edward W. Peet, and Mr. Hilary Baker, be a
committee to raise by assessment among the

different parishes, having reference to the num-
ber of communicants reported to the Conven-
tion, the sum of three hundred dollars, to be paid

to Bishop Moore at the next Convention for his

episco{)aI services, and that said committee in-

form the clergyman of each parish of the pro-

portion required from his parish. And, Resolv-

ed, That the clergy be required to raise the

sum so assessed, and pay it in at the next Con-
vection.

Resolved, That the president appoint a com-
mittee to prepare a report of the state of the

church in this diocess for the next General Con-
vention. Committee appointed under the fore-

going resolution consists of Rev. John Gram-
mar and John G. Williams, Esq.

The minutes of the standing committee of

this diocess since the last Convention were read

and approved.

Resolved, unanimously. That the thanks of

this Convention are due, and hereby tendered,

to the citizens of Alexandria, for their kindness

.and hospitality to every member of this body.

Resolved, That 1,200 copies of the minutes

of this Convention be printed, and distributed

among the parishes of this diocess.

Resolved, That the treasurer pay the ex-

penses of the secretary in attending this Con-
vention.

Resolved, That the treasurer be directed to

pay the doorkeeper of this Convention $10.

Resolved, That the treasurer pay the ex-

penses of the bishops to the General Con-
Tcntion.

Resolved, That the treasurer pay to the

Ceneral Convention the quota due from this

diocess for the contingent expenses of that body.

On motion. Resolved, That the treasurer pay

to the delegates to the General Convention their

expenses, and that fifty dollars be advanced to

each on account thereof.

Resolved, That the treasurer pay the Rev.

Wm. Jackson twenty dollars, expended by him in

securing the episcopal services of Bishop Moore
/or the church in this town in July last.

And then, on motion, the Convention ad-

journed, to meet in the city of Richmond, on the

third Wednesday in May next.

Rich. Channing Moore, Bishop of

the Diocess of Virginia.

Hilary Baker, Secretary pro tern.

On Sunday night, the members of the Conven-
tion having assembled around the chancel of St.

Paul's Church, Bishop Moore deUvered the fol-

lowing address :

—

Mv Clerical Brethren,—As we have fin-

ished the duties for which we convened in this

city, and as life is so uncertain that we cannot all

calculate upon meeting on a similar occasion, I

should consider myself deficient in duty were I

to permit a separation to take place without bring-

ing to your view some considerations of vital im-
portance to yourselves, to the flocks to whom you
minister in sacred things, and also offering some
remarks expressive of the gratitude we owe the

Almighty for the rich mercies conferred upon us
as servants of the altar, and to the church com-
mitted to our charge.

The concourse of people who attend our Coi>
ventions from every part of the diocess, attest the

responsibility of our oilice
;
prove the interest they

feel in the concerns of our Zion, and proclaim to

us, ill language which cannot be misunderstood,

the necessity of ministerial fidelity.

What ambassador of the Saviour can look around
hiin at this moment, without the conviction rest-

ing on his mind that he will have to give an ac-

count of his stewardship ; that the precious im-

mortals who attend on his ministry merit his un-
wearied efforts ; that it is his duty to deliver his

Master's message with scrupulous fidelity ; in

season and out of season to call sinners to repent-

ance ; to lead them for salvation to the Lamb of

GotL, and to press on their consciences the neces-

sity of that holiness without which no man can
see the Lord ? To slumber at our posts at the

time in wliich our parishioners are anxiously in-

quiring, " Watchman, what of the night—watch-
man, what of the night?"—to be listless and un-
impressed when they are asking, in accents of the

most thrilhng anxiety, " What shall we do to be

saved?"— to be cold and inanimate when the

eternal interests of precious immortals are com-
mitted to our charge, would constitute criminality

of the most flagrant character, and call down on
our devoted heads the displeasure of heaven.

When we cast our eyes around us from the

pulpits we occupy on the Sabbath, and witness

the assemblies of God's people in the sanctuary,

we should remember that they form the objects

of the Saviour's compassion ; the beings for whom
he shed his precious blood, and for whom he died

on the cross. We should recollect that the great

Master of assemblies is certainly present in our

congregations, waiting to be gracious to the peni-

tent ; that the Holy Spirit is also present to give

efficacy to our instructions, and is pleading with

sinners to awake from their slumbers, and to fol-

low Jesus in the way. These considerations

should influence us to be in earnest ; to warn our

fellow-mortals of the dangers attendant on delay

;

to urge them in the deepest solemnity to prepare

to meet their God : nay, brethren, to pray them
in Christ's stead to be reconciled to their Maker

;

immediately to close in with the oflers of divine

mercy, and to seek by ardent prayer the pardon

and forgiveness of their sins. We should permit

no considerations of pleasure or Indulgence to

step in between us and our pastoral duty. We
should show the people, by our earnestness and

solicitude, that we consider the delay of a moment
may be attended with fatal consequences, and that
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the present hour is the accepted time and the day
of salvation. My beloved sons in the ministry,
we have no time to fold our arms in ease and in-

dolence. " Why stand ye here all the day idle?"
forms a question which, if justly applied to us,

would excite the most awful alarms in our bosoms,
as the next declaration from the throne of heaven
would be, " Cast ye the unprofitable servant into

outer darkness." However attentive the minister
of religion may have been to his duty ; however
sleepless may have been his nights ; however
al)un<lant may have been his labour ; however
favourable may be the opinion formed of his in-

dustry, his zeal, and his efforts in the gospel
;
yet,

when he shall come to the close of his life, he
will feel that he has been deficient ; and that con-
viction will force from his expiring lips the pene-
trating cry of Mercy, oh ! thou Son of David. 1

speak to you, my sons, as a father to his children
;

and it is from an experience of forty-five years as
a preacher of the gospel that I call upon you to be
faithful. For Jesus Christ's sake, who died for
poor sinners, be attentive to the sacred vows
which, at the time of your ordination, you volun-
tarily made. Labour with diligence in the vine-
yard of your Master, work Vv-hile it is called to-

day, and never be weary in well-doing. Be faith-
ful unto death, and God will give you a crown of
everlasting hfe. Let not the discouragements
arising from the lukewarmness of your people
paralyze your eflforts. Let not any momentary
unkindness stay your hand. In proportion to the
sterility of the soil you may be called to cultivate,
let your diligence be increased.
My brethren of the laity, accept my sincere

thanks for the patronage you have extended to
myself and to the clergy. The Episcopal Church

in Virginia, which was almost breathless and ex-
piring a few years since, has not only revived,
but, through the goodness of God on our joint
efforts, now exhibits animation and strength. In-
stead of five or six efficient clergymen, the Al-
mighty has increased our number to between fifty
and sixty. "Not unto us, O Lord, not unto us,
but to thy name be the praise, for thy honour and
for thy truth's sake" Since my residence in this
diocess, the laity belonging to our communion have
erected between thirty and forty new churches,
and have raised from a state of ruin and dilapida-
tion at least thirty of the old places of worship.
We have reason to be thankful for what God
hath done for us, and to take courage and press
forward.

My brethren of the clergy and laity, I commend
you to the care of that Being in whose service
you are engaged. May you long live to see our
Zion increase in stature, under the ministry of
my Right Rev. brother. Bishop Meade. My gray
hairs point to the tomb. My frequent and violent
attacks of disease remind me of my proximity
to the grave, and proclaim to me, in language I
perfectly understand, that we must soon shake
hands, and bid each other farewell. But let that
event take place sooner or later, my heart is com-
forted with the hope that I shall leave you in safe
hands ; in the care of an individual who is in the
vigour of life ; who loves you, and will labour
hard to promote your present and everlasting hap-
piness. My blessing shall rest upon his head, and
the welfare of himself, of the clergy and people
of the diocess, will form one of the objects of my
last earthly supplications. The Lord be with you
all!

RicH.iED Channing Moore,

Journal of the Proceedings of a Convention of the Protestant Episcopal Church of the Diocess of
Virginia, which assembled in the city of Richmond, on the 15th day of May, 1833.

This being the day appointed for the annual
meeting of the Convention of the Protestant
Episcopal Church in the Diocess of Virginia,

the Right Rev. Richard Channing Moore, D. D.,
bishop, and the Right Rev. William Meade, D.
D., assistant bishop of the diocess, with sever-
al clergymen and lay delegates, attended divine
service in the Monumental Church.

Morning prayers were read by the Right
Rev. Richard Channing Moore, bishop of the di-

ocess, and a sermon preached by the Right
Rev. William Meade, D. D., assistant bishop of
the diocess.

After divine service, the Right Rev. Richard
Channing Moore took the chair as president of
the Convention.

The following clergymen, entitled to seats in

the Convention, aj)peared, viz. :

—

Rev. Ephiaim Adams, Christ Church, Lan-
caster county

; Rev. George Adie, Shelburne
parish, Loudoun county ; Rev. Parke F. Berke-
ley, missionary in the counties of King William,
Chesterfield, and Charles City ; Rev. Ebenezer

James's parish, Northam, Goochland county;
Rev. Charles Dresser, Antrim parish, Halifax

;

Rev. Henry W. Ducachet, M. D., Christ Church,
Norfolk ; Rev. Adam Empie, rector of Bruton
parish, and President of William and Mary CoU
lege

; Rev. William Friend, St. Margaret's par-
ish, Caroline county ; Rev. Frederick D. Good-
win

; Rev. John Grammer, St. Andrew's and
Bath parishes, Dinwiddie county ; Rev. J. E.
Jackson, Christ Church,Winchester

; Rev. Wm.
M. Jackson, Grace Church, Berryville, Freder-
ick county ; Rev. G. H. Jones, St. Thomas's
parish. Orange county ; Rev. Reuel Keith, D.
D., Professor in Theological Seminary

; Rev.
William F. Lee, Christ Church, Richmond;
Rev. Edward R. Lippit, Professor in Theologi-
cal Seminary ; Rev. Charles Mann, Christ
Church, Alexandria, Fairfax parish ; Rev. Ed-
ward C. M'Guire, St. George's parish, Freder-
icksburg

; J. P. M'Guire, St. Anne's and South
Farnham parishes, Essex ; Rev. Zach. Meade,
St. Anne's and Fredericksville parishes, Albe-
marle ; Rev. Charles H. Page, Le

paristi, liPdlord county ; Rev. John Cole, Ware
and Abingdon parishes, Gloucester county

;

Rev. John Cooke, St. Martin's parish, Hanover
and Louisa counties ; Rev. James Doughen, St.

Lynchburg
; Rev. Job Sydney Smith, Tillotson

parish, Buckingham county; Rev. Andrevy
Syme, Bristol parish, Petersburg ; Rev. Charlei
C. Taliaferro, Cumberland parish, Lunenburg
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county ; Rev. John H. Wingfield, Portsmouth

parish, Norfolk county.

Rev. Charles Mann and Mr. Philip Nelson

were appointed a committee to examine the

certificates of the lay delegates, who reported

as follows :

—

The committee to whom were referred the

certificates of the lay delegates have, according

to order, e.xamined the same, and report, that

the foUowmg persons have been duly elected

lay delegates to this Convention, and that their

certificates are authenticated in the manner
prescribed by the canon, viz. :

—

Seth Ward, St. Paul's Church, Lynchburg
;

Francis C. Fitzhugh, St. Paul's parish, King
George county ; Edmund I. liCe, Christ Church,

Fairfax parish ; Francis Wicker, St. John's

Church, Henrico parish ; P. A. Boiling, St. Pe-

ter's Church, Tillotson parish, Buckingham

;

Westwood S. Armistead, St. John's Church,

Hampton; Alexander Brown, Callaway's Church,

Nelson county ; John G. Williams, Monumental
Church, Richmond ; Mallory M. Todd and

George Wilson, St. Luke's Church, parish of

Newport, Isle of Wight county ; William Wal-
ler, Lexington parish, Amherst county ; George
W. Bassett, St. George's parish, Fredericks-

burg ; Carter Berkeley, St. Martin's parish,

Hanover and Louisa counties ; William S. Jones,

Christ Church, Winchester ; Rawleigh W.
Downman, Christ Church, Lancaster county

;

Wilson C. Selden, Shelburue parish, Leesburg,

Loudoun county ; Thomas Withers, Bath par-

ish, Dinwiddle county ; George Lynn, jun.,

Hampshire parish, Hampshire county ; James
M. Garnett, Vauter's Church, St. Anne's parish,

Essex county; Thos. L. Latane, South Farnham
parish, Essex county ; Hugh Nelson, Freder-

jcksville parish, Albemarle county ; John Stuart,

Lamb's Creek Church, King George county
;

Catesby Jones,Ware parish, Gloucester county
;

Thomas G. Coleman, Camden parish, Pittsylva-

nia county ; John Nelson, St. James's parish,

Mecklenburg county ; Richard B. Maury, St.

Paul's Church, Norfolk; Mann P. Nelson, Christ

Church, Norborne parish, Berkeley ; David

Street, Cumberland parish, Lunenburg county
;

John Grammer, sen., Bristol parish, Petersburg
;

Nathaniel Nelson, 'Westover parish, Charles

City county ; Edmund Berkeley and George

Tyler, Berkeley parish, Spotsylvania ; George

F. Thornton, St. Margaret's parish, Caroline

county ; Philip Nelson, Robert Page, and Wash-
ington Nelson, Frederick parish, Frederick

county ; John T. Clark, Antrim parish, Halifax

county ; William D. Young, Trinity Church,

Portsmouth ; William G. Jackson and Edward
Valentine, Augusta parish, Staunton ; Burwell

Bassett, Bruton parish, Williamsburg; David

M. Walk and Thurmer Hoggard, Lynnhaven
parish. Princess Anne county ; Hilary Baker,

Christ Church, Richmond ; Walter Coles, St.

Anne's parish, Albemarle county ; William H.
M'Farland, Christ Church, Norfolk.

And the committee further report, that the

following persons appear to have been duly

elected, but their certificates of appointment

are not in the foim prescribed by the canon, viz.

:

Jeremiah Morton, St. Thomas's parish,Orange
county ; William Boiling, St. James's parish,

Northam, Goochland county ; Thomas Mar-
shall, Leeds parish, Fauquier county.

On motion of Mr. Hugh Nelson,

Resolved, That the said report be for the

present laid on the table.

On motion of Mr. Edmund L Lee,

Resolved, That the following rules of order,

adopted by the last (convention for the govern-

ment of their proceedings, be the rules of pro-

ceeding during the present Convention.

L The business of every day shall be intro-

duced with prayer.

2. When the president takes the chair, no
member shall continue standing, or shall after-

ward stand up, except to address the chair.

3. No member shall absent himself from the

service of the house unless he have leave, or

be unable to attend.

4. W^hen any member is about to speak in

debate, or deliver any matter to the house, he

shall, with due respect, address himself to the

president, confining himself strictly to the point

in debate.

5. No member shall speak more than twice

in the same debate without leave of the house.

6. A question being once determined shall

stand as the judgment of the house, and shall

not be again drawn into debate during the same
session, unless with the consent of two thirds of

the house.

7. While the president is putting any ques-

tion, the members shall continue in their seats,

and shall not hold any private discourse.

8. Every member who shall be in the house

when any question is put, shall, on a division,

be counted, unless he be personally interested

in the decision.

9. No motion shall be considered as before

the house unless it be seconded, and, when re-

quired, reduced to writing.

10. When any question is before the house,

it shall be determined upon before any new
subject is introduced, except the question of

adjournment.

11. The question on a motion of adjourn-

ment shall be taken before any other, and with-

out debate.

12. When the house is about to rise, every

member shall keep his seat until the president

shall leave the chair.

13. None of the rules of order shall be sus-

pended without the concurrence of two thirds

of the members present.

14. The president shall, in his discretion, se-

lect a pew within the limits of those allotted

for the use of the members, which pew shall be

appropriated for the accommodation of visiting

clergymen and students of the Theological

School, who may be invited to the same by the

president without any special application to

the Convention.

Ordered, That the Rev. Henry W. Ducachet,

Rev. Adam Empie, Rev. William F. Lee, Rev.

Edward C. M'Guire, Mr. Hugh Nelson, Mr.

James M. Garnett, Mr. A\'illiam Boiling, and

Mr. Thomas Marshall, be a committee to take
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into consideration the state of the church in this

diocess, and report thereon to this Convention.

Ordered, That the Rev. Charles Mann, Rev.

Charles H. Page, Rev. John P. M'Guire, Rev.

E. W. Peet, Mr. Burwell Bassett, and Dr. Wil-

son C. Selden, be a committee to examine the

parochial reports.

Ordered, That the Rev. Franklin G. Smith,

Rev. J. E. Jackson, and Mr. William H. M'Far-

land, be a committee to examine the treasurer's

accounts.

Ordered, That Mr. John Nelson, Mr. Ravvleigh

W. Downnian, and Mr. Walter Cole, be a com-

mittee to examine the accounts of the treasu-

rer of the fund for the support of widows and

orphans of deceased clergymen.

Ordered, That Mr. Edmund I. Lee, Rev.

George Adie, and Mr. Hilary Baker, be a com-

mittee to examine the accounts of the treas-

urer of the fund for the permanent support of

the episcopate in this diocess.

On motion, Resolved, That when the Con-

vention adjourns to-day, it adjourn to meet again

to-morrow morning, at 9 o'clock.

On motion, Resolved, That the Convention

do now adjourn.

Thursday, May 16, 1833.

The Convention met according to adjourn-

•ment, and was opened with prayer by the Right

Rev. Bishop Moore, D. D.

The Right Rev. Bishop Meade took the

chair as president of the Convention, upon the

request of the Right Rev. Bishop Moore.

The Rev. Archibald H. Lamon, rector of

St. Stephen's Church, Culpepper county, and

Bloomfield parish, Madison county, appeared

and took his seat.

Mr. Horace Stringfellow, a delegate from

Bloomfield parish, Madison county ; Mr. Henry
L. Davies, a delegate from Lexington parish,

Amherst county ; Mr. William Radford, a del-

egate from St. Stephen's Church, Russell par-

ish, Bedford county ; and Mr. John L. Wilkins,

St. Andrew's parish, Brunswick county, ap-

peared and took their seats.

Rev. Mr. Dresser ofiered the following reso-

lution :

—

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to

•prepare a revised copy of the constitution and
canons of the church in this diocess, with a view

to their publication.

On motion of Rev. Mr. Lee, Resolved,

That the said resolution be referred to the

committee on the state of the church.

Mr. Reuben Maury, a lay delegate from Fred-
ericksville parish, Albemarle county, appeared

«nd offered credential of his appointment.

On motion of Mr. Hugh Nelson,

Resolved, That Mr. Maury be admitted to a

«eat in this Convention.

The business of the Convention was suspend-

ed, for the purpose of attending divine service

by the Rev. Mr. Dresser, and a sermon by the

Rev. Mr. Cobbs.

On motion of Mr. WiHiam G. Jackson, Re-
flolved, That the next annual Convention of

4his diocess be held in the town of Staunton.

The parochial reports were presented and

read, and referred to the committee on paro-

chial reports.

The Right Rev. William Meade, D. D., as-

sistant bishop of the diocess, presented the

following report.

Report of episcopal services during the year ending

May, "1833, by the Right Rev. William Meade,
assistant btshop of Virginia, presented to the Conr
vention held m Richmond, May 15th, 1833.

Dear Brethren and Friends,—My last re-

port, presented to you at our meeting at Alexan-
dria, closed with an account of some duties per-

formed on my way thither. Being prepared for

the commencement of our session, it could not

of course embrace the very interesting exercises

of the Sabbath which terminated our meeting.
Most of you were present on that occasion, and
will remember that, in order to prevent an inex-

pedient multiplication of duties at the usual time
of divine service, we met at an early hour of the

morning, to receive by the rite of confirmation a
number of applicants for all the privileges of
church membership. That most interesting of-

fice was assigned to myself by our beloved father

in Christ, and it was my privilege to lift up my
heart in prayer over fifty -eight candidates for this

holy rite.

In a short time after the rising of the Converv-

tion, 1 entered upon a visitation of some parts of
the diocess. On the 14th and 15th of June I was
engaged in the performance of episcopal duty in

Fredericksburg, where I preached three times
and confirmed fourteen persons. On the 16th and
nth 1 was in like manner employed in Caroline
county, where I preached twice, administered the
communion, and confirmed eleven persons. The
19lh and 20th J spent in Hanover, where I conse-
crated a new church, preached twice, administer-
ed the communion, baptized one adult and one in-

fant, and confirmed fourteen. From Hanover I

proceeded to Richmond, where, tarrying only one
night, I preached for the Rev. Mr. Lee. On the
next morning I left Richmond for Amelia, where
I spent the 22d and 23d m company with the Rev.
Mr. Grammer, who assisted in the religious ser-

vices of the occasion ; I preached twice, adminis-
tered the Lord's Supper, and confirmed ten per-

sons in this parish ; the parish of Amelia was then
and still is, I believe, destitute of a minister ; there
are a goodly number of pious persons attached to

our church in this parish, who, in communion with
others in an adjoining county, would rejoice to

have frequent services among them. From Ame-
lia I bent my course towards Dinwiddle, and
preached on the 26th at Sapony, the old church of
the venerable Devereaux Jarratt, now under the
care of the Rev. Mr. Grammer; here I preached
once, confirmed nine, and addressed the people
in favour of our Seminary, to which they have al-

ways been liberal. From Dinwiddle 1 passed into

the adjoining county of Brunswick, where I

preached twice at the courthouse, confirming five,

and once at Red Oak Church, confirming two ; the
prospect at the courthouse appeared quite encour-
aging. My next appointments were m Lunen-
burg, where, on the 30th June and 1st of July, I

performed various services in the new church in

that county : on the first day I consecrated the
church and preached ; on the second confirmed
nine persons, ordained the Rev. Mr. Taliaferro
priest, and administered the holy communion. I

felt much encouraged by the zeal which seemed
to animate ^be minister and his people in this

place ; they have already built one new church,
and are engaged in the erection of another, in «
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diflferent part of the county—what is far better
than tliis, their hearts ajipear to be earnestly en-
gaged in prornotnig the inward and epiritual wis-
dom of God within tliein After tlie above-men-
tioned services I ])rocoeded to Meckkniburg, in

company witii the Rev. Messrs. Dresser and Tal-
iaferro, and, in conjunction with them, spent three
days in the performance of divine services in this
county. During this time I preached three times,
administered contirination twice, and the commu-
nion once. The number contirmed amounted to
sixteen. The adjoining county of Halifax was
visited next. In this county I laboured three
days, preaching three times, consecrating a new
•church at the courthouse, administering the com-
munion, conhrming twenty-three, baptizing one
adult and four children. On Monday, the 9th, I

proceeded to Pittsylvania, where 1 preached
twice, administered the communion, baptized one
chdd, contirmed six, and consecrated a new
church. The 11th and 12th of July were spent in

Campbell, at St. John's Church,where I preached
twice, and confirmed five persons. This church,
which is a monument of the disinterested zeal of
the Rev. Mr. Osgood, now deceased, is destitute
of a regular minister, but receives with gratitude
occasional supplies from the Rev. Mr. Cobbs ami
the Rev. Mr. Smith. The following days were
devoted to the churches of St. Stephen's and
Trinity in Bedford county, which are under the
care of the Rev. Mr. Cobbs. In each of these
churches 1 preached twice^ in each of them ad-
ministered the rite of contirination, in one of
them baptized an adult, and celebrated the Lord's
Supper. The whole number confirmed was thir-

ty-three. The 16th and 17th days of this month
were spent in Lynchburg, where I preached three
times, administered the communion, and confirm-
ed twenty-nine. Crossing the river at this place
I entered into Amherst, and preached at St. Mat-
thew's Church on the 18th, where I confirmed
nine, at New-Glasgow on the 19th, where I conse-
crated the church, and confirmed five. On the
following day, which was the day set apart by our
church for fasting and prayer, on account of the
dreadful scourge which was then desolating our
land, I preached in Callaway's Church, Nelson
county, and contirmed eight persons. On the fol-

lowing day I crossexi over into Buckingham, and
on the 22d consecrated the new church in that

county, preached, and confirmed eighteen persons.

On the day after I again preached, and administer-

ed the communion. On the same evening I at-

tended a meeting at Buckingham courthouse,
where the Rev. Mr. Swift preached ; I seconded
his discourse by an exhortation. On the follow-

ing morning 1 engaged in some religious exercises

at a small church on the way to Albemarle, and
on that evening preached at Warren. On the fol-

lowing day I preached at North Garden, baptized

one adult, and confirmed nine ; on the 2Clh preach-

ed at Buck Mountain, and confirmed eleven ; on
the 27lh at Charlottesville, confirming five, and
baptizing two adults ; I also preached at night

while at Charlottesville. On Saturday and Sun-
day, the 28th and 29th, I was engaged in episcopal

duty on the Green Mountain : on the first day I

preached, consecrated anew church, baptized two
adults and ten children; on the second day
preached, confirmed seventeen persons, and ad-

ministered the communion. On Monday I reach-

ed Walker's Church, where I preached, and con-

firmefl three persons. From Albemarle I proceed-

ed to Orange courthouse, where I spent two days
in mmi.stering the word and ordinances to large

and dee[)ly-iinpressed assemblies. On the second
day I administered the rite of confirmation, which

had never been witnessed before in that place, to
seventeen persons, and the holy communion to
more than twice that number. A spirit of earnest
in<iuiry has been awakened among the people of
that place, which will, I trust, lead to glorious re-
sults to themselves and their posterity. They
have secured the services of a faithful minister,
and are about erecting a suitable house of wor-
ship. From Orange I passed into Madison,where
for the first time episcopal services had been very
recently introduced. At this place I preached but
once, being straitened for time. I have since been
gratified by the intelligence that a genuine work
of grace has been going on in the hearts of many
in that place, and that a goodly number have at-
tached themselves to the communion of our
church. I had only time to preach once at Cul-
pepper courthouse on my way home, which I

reached on the 5th of August, after an absence of
nearly two months.
The episcopal duties which were performed

during the months of August and September,
were confined to my immediate parish or county.
In conjunction with one or two brethren, 1 spent
the last day of August and the two first days of
September at Wickliffe Church, in the parish of
Frederick, when I bautized two adults, and con-
firmed six persons. I was present also at an as-
sociation in Winchester on the 21st, 22d, and 23d
of September, at which time the rite of confirma-
tion was administered to twenty-five persons.
On the 16th of December I also held aconfirm

ation at Middletuwn, when six persons were
admitted into full communion with the church.
On the same day I baptized one adult, and admin-
istered the Lord's Supper. I was invited to an
association at Leesburg on the 27th, 28th, and 29th
of December, but, on going to the place, was sorry
to find myself alone with the worthy minister
of the parish. The services of course devolved
upon myself, and I was enabled to preach nine
times during the three days, to baptize one adult,
confirm twenty-three persons, and administer the
Lord's Supper. The meetings were large and at-

tentive, and if there was only a new, more spa-
cious, and comfortable house of worship to receive
those who are well disposed to enter it, we have
reason to believe the congregation would increase
and flourish under its zealous and very acceptable
minister. The ability, devoted attachment, and
zeal of its friends, will, we trust, ere long, accom-
plish this desirable object.

On Tuesday, the 9tn of April, I again set out to
visit some of.the churches on my way to the Con-
vention. On Wednesday I preached at Warren-
ton in Fauquier county ; on Friday, morning and
evening, at Fredericksburg; from thence I pro-

ceeded to the Northern Neck, and preached on
Sunday to a large congregation in Lamb's Creek
Church, at which time 1 administered the rite of
confirmation to eight persons, and the Lord's Sup-
per to more than sixty. On the two following
days 1 performed divine service at St. Paul's

Church, in King George county, preaching twice
the first day, and once the second, on the latter

occasion confirming four persons. On Wednes-
day, the 17th, I preached at Hanover parish. King
George, to a congregation under the care of the

Rev. Mr. Clapham, and on the following day in

Westmoreland, at a church not far from Mattox
Bridge. On the 19th I preached in Yocomico
Church, situate in the lower end of Westmoreland
county. On the 20th and 21st 1 engaged in reli-

gious services at Richmond courthouse, three

times on the first day and twice on the second ; on
the latter I administered the rite of ooiiiirination

to twenty-one persons, and the Jjord's Supper (9
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more than twice the number. I was here met and
assisted in the services by the Rev. Mr. Adams
and the Rev. Mr. M'Guire ; our congregations
were large, attentive, and deeply interested, we
hope, in the exercises of the occasion. On the
22a I proceeded to Northumberland courthouse,
and preached to a large and attentive congrega-
tion. On the 2.3d I officiated at Wicomico Church,
in Lancaster county, and on the two following
days at Christ Church, in the same county, admin-
istering the rite of confirmation to seven persons.
On the 26th I preached at Lancaster courthouse,
and on the 27th and 28th preached, administered
confirmation and the Lord's Supper, at White
Chapel in the same county. The number of per-
sons confirmed on this occasion was eighteen; I

also administered the rite of baptism to one adult
and two children. On Monday, the 29th, I preach-
ed at a church about six miles from Richmond
courthouse ; on the 30th I laid the corner-stone of
a new church at Richmond courthouse, making
an address on the occasion. On Wednesday and
Thursday I was engaged at Rappahannock in Es-
sex county, preaching four times, confirming nine
persons, and assisting at the communion.
The 3d, 4th, and 5th of May I spent at Vau-

ter's Church, in Essex county, preaching four
times, confirming three persons, and assisting at

the communion. On the 6th and 7th I was at

Port Royal, where I preached twice, confirmed
seven persons, and assisted at the communion.
On the 8th and 9th I was at the Bowling Green,
where I preached twice. On the following Sunday
I preached at Trinity Church, in Hanover county,
which duty terminated the services of the year
which expires with our present meeting.
As I am called on by the Convention to address

a special pastoral letter to the ministers and mem-
bers of the church as soon as leisure will admit,
1 will postpone, until then, some reflections which
otherwise might have been now more briefly pre-
sented.

Commending you to the care of the Great Shep-
herd and Bishop of souls, now and for ever, I re-

piain your friend and brother in the Lord,
William Meade.

On motion of Mr. Edmund I. Lee,
Resolved, That the said report be referred to

the committee on the state of the church.

On motion of Rev. John Grammer,
Resolved, That the committee on parochial

reports be instructed to accompany their report

by a tabular statement of the baptisms, confirm-

ations, and number of communicants in the

diocess, according to the returns from the par-

ishes, and also state the names of the parishes

from which the reports are defective.

On motion. Resolved, That the Convention
do now adjourn until to-morrow morning, 9
o'clock.

Friday, May 17, 1833.

The Convention met pursuant to adjourn-

ment, and was opened with prayer by the Right
Rev. Bishop Moore, D. D., who took the chair

as president.

Mr. John Nelson, from the committee for ex-

amining the accounts of the treasurer of the

fund for the relief of the widows and orphans
of deceased clergymen, made the following re-

port, which was read and received :

—

The committee appointed to investigate the

accounts of the treasurer of the fund for the sup-

port of the widows and orphans of deceased
clergymen, beg leave to report, that the annex-
ed account is the only document furnished them,
and that they have no means of ascertaining its

correctness. John Nelson, Chairman.

The Fund for Relief of the Widows and Or-
phans of Deceased Clergymen of the Episco-
pal Church of Virginia, tn account with John
Hooff, Treasurer. Dr.

1832, May 22.—To cash transmitted

Miss Maria Heath per Mr. James
Brown, $30 00

June 1.—To cash paid for four shares
of Farmers' Bank of Alexandria
stock, 120 00

1833, March 4.—To cash loaned by
order of Standing Committee on a

good bond, at six percent, interest, 600 00
April 29.—To do. do. do. 1,600 GO

Balance to new account, - - 107 16

Cr.
$2,457 16

1832, May 16.—By old account for

balance in treasurer's hand, - $157 73
July 3.—Quarter's interest on three

per cents., - - - - - 15 28
" 5.—Dividend Bank of Alexandria,

5 shares, - - - - - 15 00
Oct. 1.— Do. Farmers' Bank of Alex-

andria, 98 shares, - - - 98 00
" 2.—Quarter's interest on three per

cents., 15 28
" 5.—Cash for two thirds of $2,037 78

of three per cent, stock, redeemed
by United States, ... 1^353 52

1833, Jan. 4.—Cash for balance of

three per cents., - - - - 679 26
" Quarter's interest on do. - - 5 09
" Dividend Bank of Alexandria, five

shares, 15 00
April 1.—Do. Farmers' Bank of Alex-

andria, 98 shares, - - - 98 00

$2,457 16

May 9.—By balance in treasurer's

hands, - ... $107 16
E. E. John Hoopf, Treasurer.

The funds are as follows, viz.

:

—
98 shares of Farmers' Bank of Alex-

andria stock, at par, - - $4,900 00
5sharesofBankof Alexandria, at par, 1,000 00
1 share of Bank of Virginia, at par, 100 00
A good note and bond bearing interest

at six per cent., - - -2,200 00
Robert Andrews's estate, balance of

note, with interest from 30th April,

1829, till paid, - - - - 399 23
Cash in hand, - - - - 107 16

$8,706 39

Dr. Isaac Winston, a lay delegate from St.

Stephen's Church, Culpepper county, appearerf

and took his seat.
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On motion of Rev. Mr. Grammer,
Resolved, That the Rev. Edward C. M'Guire,

Rev. Charles Mann, Mr. Edmund I. Lee, and
Mr John Hoofl, be requested to publish the con-

stitution and regulations of the society for the

reliei of widows and orphans of deceased cler-

gymen of this diocess, accompanied by the

names of the subscribers, and such a statement
of the condition of the society as they may deem
proper, and send four copies to each clergyman
in this diocess.

The Rev. Henry W. Ducachet, M. D., from
the committee on the state of the church, made
the following report :

—

The committee on the state of the church beg
leave respectfully to report to the Convention,
that, after long and serious deliberation upon a va-

riety of matters connected with the interests of the

church, they have come to the resolution to pro-

pose the following particulars to the notice of this

body :

—

On the subject of the canons of the church in

this diocess, referred to them by the vote of this

Convention, they would propose that a special com-
mittee of seven persons be appointed, to examine
and inquire in what respects the present consti-

tution and canons may require revision and alter-

ation, and what new canons may be needed ; to

draught such as may be deemed by them neces-

sary ; and that this committee be, and hereby are

instructed, to report in full at thene.xt Convention.
As it regards the important question respecting

the representation from the parishes, the commit-
tee are of opinion, that the second article of the

constitution ought not to be so construed as to

give to any parish, church, or congregation, the

right of sending to this body more than one dele-

gate, unless in the event of its having no clergy-

man engaged and occupied as its minister. And
by a clergyman engaged and occupied as a min-

ister, your committee mean one who has been offi-

cially employed by a congregation or a vestry, to

officiate among them at stated times. As some
doubt has arisen, however, as to the meaning of

the said second article, and as it is highly impor-

tant that a matter of so much consequence should

be definitely settled and clearly uncierstood, your

committee propose that, agreeably to the provis-

ions of the thirteenth article of the constitution,

which provides for the making of changes in that

instrument, notice be given to the several vestries

within the diocess, that it is proposed, at the next

ensuing Convention, so to alter and amend the

said second article of the constitution, as that all

of it after the words " members ex-oflicio," in the

sixth line of the printed edition of 1828, be stricken

out ; and the following words added and inserted

in lieu thereof, viz. :
" the Convention shall also

be composed of lay members, consisting ofone del-

egate from each parish, church, or congregation,

or of two lay delegates from each parish, church,

or congregation in which there shall be no clergy-

man who has been settled, or otherwise otlicially

employed by the people or the vestry to officiate

among them statedly."

Yoiir committee have taken into consideration

the subjects embraced in the discourse delivered

at the opening of the session by the Kight Rev. the

Assistant Bishop ; and, cordially approving the sen-

timents expressed in the same, viewing it as pre-

senting most important and valuable considera-

tions to the notice of the church, and regarding it

as an official document, and as in the nature of a

charge to the clergy, they would respectfully pro-

pose to the Convention that a committee of two

persons be appointed to wait upon the Right Rev.
the Assistant Bishop, to signify to him the wish
and request of this body that he will publish the
same, or such parts of it as he may think proper,
in such form as he may judge expedient. And they
further propose, that the treasurer be instructed
to liefray the expenses of said publication out of
the funds of the Convention.

It has occurred to your committee that there is

another subject deserving of the notice and imme-
diate action of this body. Our churches are erect-
ed, consecrated, and solemnly set apart for the
worship and the service of Almighty God. The
use of them for any other purposes than those of
religious worship, is, then, plainly a deviation from
their true design. Your committee therefore ad-
vise the adoption of the following resolution, viz.

:

that It be recommended to the clergy, and vestries,

and the congregations in the diocess, to discoun-
tenance, to discourage, and to use all their influ-

ence to put a stop to the practice of using houses
of worsliip belonging to the Protestant Ei)iscopal
Church for military processions, political meet-
ings, political orations, and such like things ; and
the using of them for any purposes whatever
merely secular.

The imperfect character of many of the paro-
chial reports has been long a subject of regret and
complaint in the church, and leads to many great

inconveniences. By this defect in our returns
we are deprived of the only accurate sources of
information as to the true state of the diocess.

Your committee would therefore respectfully

urge upon the Convention the necessity of taking

measures to secure more minute and definite re-

turns ; and for this purpose would suggest that a
form be drawn out by the secretary, and printed

as an appendix to the Journal. This form will

provide for the statistical matters at least ; and
all other matters calculated to throw light upon'

the state of the churches can be added by ther

respective rectors and ministers at the bottom-

of their reports. For a view of the matter3=

that ought to be embraced in the parochial re-

ports, your committee beg leave to refer to the'

first section of the fifty-first canon of the General-

Convention, and also to the twenty-ninth canon.

The great importance of a well-selected library

to every clergyman, and to the people of a congre-

gation, is so obvious, that your committee will not
detain you by any remarks on the subject. All, it

IS presumed, will acknowledge it to be highly de-

sirable, that every church should possess such a

collection of books as are calculated to promote
piety, to disseminate religious instruction, and to

furnish the people with sound knowledge of the

grounds upon which the church rests the peculiar-

ities by which she is distinguished. Convinced
that to secure to every congregation such an ac-

quisition, there is nothing necessary but some
little etfort on the part of the clergy, the commit-
tee propose to the Convention the following reso-

lution, viz. : That it be, and hereby is declared to

be, the duty of every minister to use all proper ef-

forts to procure a parochial library, for the use of

the people of his charge : and that it be respect-

fully recommended to the vestries and congrega-

tions of the diocess to concur with and to aid their

ministers m the accomphshment of so desirable

an object.

Adding merely that the general state of the dio-

cess is highly encouraging, and that no further

particulars occur to them as necessary to be pre-

sented for your consideration at this lime, your

committee respectfully present their report.

Signed by order of the committee.

Henrv W. Ducachet, Chairman.
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On motion, Resolved, That the said report

be laid upon the table until after divine service

this morning.

The secretary received the following contri-

butions from sundry parishes in this diocess for

the contingent fund, and towards the remunera-

tion of Bishop Moore for his episcopal services,

viz. :

—

15 00

12 20
6 64

- 12 00

7 00

St. Paul's Church, Lynch-
burg, . - - $15 00

St. Paul's parish, King George
county, - - - - 9 00

St. Paul's Church, Alexandria, 20 00
Christ Church, Fairfax parish,

Alexandria, - - - 30 00
St. John's Church, Henrico

parish, . . - -

St. Peter's Church, Tillotson

parish, Buckingham, -

St. John's Church, Hampton,
Calloway and Rockfish Church-

es, Nelson,

Monumental Church, Rich
mond,

St. Luke's Church, parish of

Newport, Isle of Wight, - 2 20
Raleigh parish, Amelia county, 18 60

Lexington parish, New-Glas-
gow Church, Amherst,

St. George's parish, Freder-

icksburg, -

St. Martin's parish, Hanover
and Louisa, . - -

Christ Church, Winchester,
Christ Church, Lancaster co.,

Shelburne parish, Leesburg,

Bath parish, Dinwiddie, and i

St. Andrew's parish, Bruns- >

wick, - - - )

Vauter's Church, St. Anne's
parish, Essex county.

South Farnham parish, Essex
county, - - . .

Fredericksville parish, Albe-
marle county, . . -

Lamb's Creek Church, King
George county.

Ware and Abingdon parishes,

Gloucester, - . .

Camden parish, Pittsylvania CO., 15 00
St. James's parish, Mecklen-

burg county, ...
St. Paul's Church, Norfolk,

Christ Church, Norborne par-

ish, Berkeley county,

Cumberland parish, Lunenburg
county, - - . .

Bristol parish, Petersburg,

Westover parish, Charles City

county, - . . -

Berkeley parish, Spotsylvania

county, - - . -

St. Margaret's parish, Caroline

county, - . - .

For E. ser.

of Bi^bop
Moore,

$8 12

4 50

GO

13 00

5 00

30 00

10 00

3 00

- 6 00

00

5 00

10 00

5 60

- 30 00 24 08

2 80
1 40

00

- 20 00 20 00

20 00
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The report of the committee on the state of

the church was taken up ; and a motion was
tlieti made by Mr. Hugh Nelson to strike out

from the words, "As it regards," &c., down to

the words, " among them statedly," being the

third section of the report—pending the discus-

sion of whicii the Convention adjourned, to meet
to-morrow morning, at 9 o'clock.

Saturday, May 19, 1833.

The Convention met pursuant to adjournment,

snd was opened with prayer by the Right Rev.
Bishop Moore.
The Rev. William Crawford, of Louisa coun-

ty, appeared and took his seat.

On motion, leave of absence for the remain-

der of the session was granted to the Rev. Mr.

Syme.
The Convention took up the report of the

committee upon the state of the church, and
upon the question being taken upon the amend-
ment proposed on yesterday by Mr. Hugh Nel-

son, to strike out the third section, the same was
carried in the atfirmative.

On motion of Mr. M'Farland, the fifth section

of the report was amended by striking out the

words following: "and the u.sing of them for

any purposes whatever merely secular."

The session of the Convention was then sus-

pended, for the purpose of attending divine ser-

vice by the Rev. James Doughen, and a sermon
by the Rev. Adam Empie.

After service, the Convention again took up
the report of the committee on the state of the

church, and on the question being taken on re-

ceiving and approving the same, it was carried

in the affirmative ; and, as amended, is as fol-

lows :

—

The committee on the state of the church beg
leave respectfully to report to the Convention,
that, after long and serious deliberation upon a

variety of matters connected with the interests of

the church, they have come to the resolution to

propose the followmg particulars to the notice of

this body ;

—

On the subject of the canons of the church in

this diocess, referred to them by the vote of this

Convention, they would propose that a special

committee of seven persons be appointed, to exam-
ine and inquire in what respects the present con-

stitution and canons may require revision and
alteration, and what new canons may be needed

;

to draught such as may be deemed by them neces-

sary ; and that this committee be, and hereby are

instructed, to report in full at the next Conven-
tion.

Your committee have taken into consideration

the subjects embraced in the discourse delivered

at the opening of the session by the Right Rever-

end the Assistant Bishop ; and, cordially approving

the .sentiments expressed in the same, viewing it

as presenting most important and valuable consid-

erations to the notice of the church, and regarding

it as an official document, and as in the nature of

a charge to the clergy, they would respectfully

propose to the Convention that a committee of two
persons be appointed to wait upon the Right Rev-
erend the Assistant Bishop, to signify to him the

wish and request of this body that he will publish

the same, or such parts of it as he may think

proper, in such form as he may judge expedient.

And they further propose, that the treasurer be

instructed to defray tlie expenses of said publica-

tion out of the funds of the Convention.
It has occurred to your committee that there is

another suliject deserving of the notice and imme-
diate action of this body. Our churches are erect-

ed, consecrated, and solemnly set apart for the
wor.ship and service of Almighty Goil. The use
of them for any other purj)oses than those of reli-

gious worship, is, then, plainly a deviation from
their true design. Your committee therefore ad-

vise the' adoption of the following resolution, viz. :

that it be recommended to the clergy, and vestries,

and the congregations in the diocess, to discoun-
tenance, to discourage, and to use all their influ-

ence to put a stop to the practice of using houses
of worship belonging to the Protestant Episcopal
Church for military processions, political meet-
ings, political orations, and such like things.

The imperfect character of many of the paro-

chial reports has been long a subject of regret and
complaint in the church, and leads to many great

inconveniences. By this defect in our returns we
are deprived of the only accurate sources of infor-

mation as to the true state of the diocess. Your
committee would therefore respectfully urge upon
the Convention the necessity of taking measures
to secure more minute and definite returns ; and'

for this jiurpose would suggest that a form be

drawn out by the secretary, and printed as an ap-

pendix to the journal. This form will provide for

the statistical matters at least, and all other mat-
ters calculated to throw light upon the state of the

churches can be added by the respective rectors

anil ministers at the bottom of their reports. For
a view of the matters that ought to be embraced
in the parochial reports, your committee beg leave

to refer to the first section of the fifty-first canon
of the General Convention, and also to tlie twen-
ty-ninth canon.
The great importance of a well-selected library

to every clergyman, and to the people of a congre-

gation, is so obvious, that your committee will not

detain you by any remarks on the subject. All, it

IS presumed, will acknowledge it to be highly

desirable that every church should possess such
a collection of books as are calculated to promote
piety, to disseminate religious instruction, and to

furnish the people with sound knowledge of the

grounds upon which the church rests—the pecu-

liarities by which she is distinguished. Convinced
that to secure to every congregation such an acqui-

sition, there is nothing necessary but some little

effort on the part of the clergy, the committee pro-

pose to the Convention the following resolution,

viz. : That it be, and hereby is declared to be, the

duty of every minister to use all proper efforts lo

procure a parochial library for the use of the peo-

ple of his charge : and that it be respectfully rec-

ommended to the vestries and congregations of

the diocess to concur with and to aid their minis-

ters in the accomplishment of so desirable an ob-

ject.

Adding merely that the general state of the dio-

cess is highly encouraging, and that no further

particulars occur to them as necessary to be pre-

sented for your consideration at this time, your

committee respectfully present their report.

On motion of Mr. Edmund I. Lee,

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to

examine and inquire in what respects the pres-

ent constitution and canons may require revision

and alteration, and what new canons may be

needed, and to draught such as may be deemed

by them necessary, and that the committee re{)ort

the result of their investigation to the ne.xt Con-
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vention ; and further, that the committee do

cause two hundred copies of the same to be

printed, and transmit one copy to each clergy-

man of the diocess, to be laid before the respec-

tive vestries, and the residue of said copies send

to the secretary of the Convention, and that the

expense of printing and transmitting the report

be paid out of the contingent fund of the church.

The president then appointed the Right Rev.

Bishop Meade, the Rev. Henry W. Ducachet,

M. D., the Rev. Charles Mann, the Rev. Ed-
ward C. M'Guirc, Mr. Edmund I. Lee, Mr.
Thomas Marshall, and Mr. Washington Bassett,

to compose the said committee.

On motion of Rev. John Grammer,
Resolved, That the treasurer of the Conven-

tion pay to the Right Rev. William Meade, as-

sistant bishop of tliis diocess, the sum of three

hundred dollars, to defray the expenses incurred

by him in performance of his episcopal duties.

The Rev. Charles Mann, from the committee
on parochial reports, made the following report,

which was read and accepted :

—

The committee on the parochial reports beg
leave to state, that they have performed the duty
assigned them so far as they felt themselves au-
thorized to go in abridging the reports handed in

by the rectors of the several parishes, and have
also prepared a tabular view of the number of com-
municants, &c., as requ'red by a resolution of this

house ; they would, however, beg leave to state,

that, from the absence of all information in regard
to the Sunday Schools, Bible classes, Education
and other benevolent societies, in many of the
reports handed in, and the want of reports from
many unportant parishes not clerically represent-
ed in the present Convention, their table presents
but an imperfect view of the present state and
eondition of the Episcopal Church in this diocess.

They recommend the subject to the clergy, and
would suggest the propriety of forwarding by
mail, at the session of all future Conventions, re-

ports from such parishes or churches as cannot be
represented by either a clerical or lay <leputy.

The committee would further suggest, that a
most interesting report might be formed, if, at the
next session of this body, each clergyman would
state in his report the period when the parish in

which he officiates was reorganized, the number
of communicants at that time, and the periods in

which the advantages of religious instruction have
been enjoyed.

By order, Charles Mann, Chairman.

PAnocHiAL reports.

The rector of the Monumental Church reports
to the Convention, that the communicants belong-
ing to the parish amount to one hundred and sev-
enty or one hundred and eighty, and that he has
baptized, since our last annual meeting, twenty-
three children. The rector also reports, that,

though far advanced in years, he opens his church
twice on the Sabbath ; that his congregations in

the morning are large and attentive ; that he is

blessed with a very considerable number of mem-
bers who are vitally acquainted with the truths of
the gospel, and who are ornaments to the Chris-
tian profession.

There is a very respectable Sunday School be-
longing to the church, supplied with competent
teachers; and which, from measures lately adopt-
ed, he has no doubt will increase in numbers.
Several hundred dollars have been raised within

a few months to assist in the completion of two
churches in tliis diocess, and one in Kentucky, and
the yearly stipend for the benefit of the theological
students m Alexandria is now ready to be paid in.

Richard Channing Moore.

Parochial report of the parish of Frederick, 1833.
The condition of the parish is considered on the
whole as encouraging. There are four churches,
in each of which divine service is performed every
other Sabbath. The attendance is generally good,
and the deportment of the congregation indicative

of seriousness. Besides the regular services at

the four churches, there are five other places where
Of'casional religious exercises are perrorined. Du-
ring the last yenr seventeen have been admitted to

the communion, thirty-two have been baptized, of
whom five were adults.

There have been thirteen funerals and two mar-
riages.

Number of communicants one hundred and
twenty.

A new and commodious church has been built

at Millwood, which was consecrated to the service

of God on Christmas-day. There are three Sun-
day Schools in the parish, two Auxiliary Educa-
tion Societies, and as many Missionary Societies,

which are endeavouring to contribute their aid

towards the promotion of the interesting objects

for which they were formed. The Colonization
Society still continues to draw liberal donations
from many warm friends in this parish. The at-

tention of the ministers of this parish is in some
good degree directed towards the religious instruc-

tion of the servants. On every Sabbath afternoon
the different churches are opened for their recep-

tion, and those who undertake their instruction

are often encouraged by the attendance of consid-

erable numbers who appear thankful for the notice

shown them. May He who made of one blood all

nations upon earth, grant his blessing to every
effort in behalf of the poor and ignorant, that they
may become rich in faith and wise unto salvation,

for Jesus Christ's sake. Willia.m Meade.
St. Paul's parish. King George county. The

rector reports, that a deep interest is manifested
by many under his pastoral care upon the momen-
tous subject of religion, and that the power of the
Holy Spirit has been displayed in the conversion
of souls to God. Since making the last report,

death has removed some of our number to that

rest which remaineth for the people of God. Du-
ring that period three have died, two have removed
from the parish, thirteen have been confirmed, ten
have been baptized, two marriages have been sol-

emnized, and SIX funerals attended. Through the
liberality of the female members of St. Paul's and
Brunswick parishes, .$32 50 have been raised to

constitute their minister a life member of the Ed-
ucation Society. A Sunday School has recently

been organized, and promises much usefulness.

Eight members have been added to the commu-
nion since last Convention, leaving the present

number thirty-five.

Zachariah H. Goldsmith.

Brunswick parish. King George county. The
spiritual condition of this parish has much im-
proved. Since making our last report, one mar-
riage has been solemnized, four have been admitted
to the apostolic rite of confirmation, two funerals

have been attended, and four persons have been
added to the communion, making the present

number fourteen.

Zachariah H. Goldsmith.

The rector of Hamilton and Leeds parishes,

Fauquier, reports, that there has been some addi-

tion to the number of communicants in both par-
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ishes", but deaths and removals have kept their

actual number about the same as reported to the

last Convention. Communicants in both parishes

about sixty—baptisms nine—marriages eight

—

funerals nine—Sunday Sciiools two, one in each
parish, and both promising mucii usefulness.

Among the tokens for good for which the rector

has to be thankful, is an increasing spirit of liber-

ality towards reli^'iovis and charitable institutions,

especially in Leeds parish. t»KO. Lemon.
Tiie rector of St. Thomas's Church, Orange

courthouse, reports, that he took charge of this

congregation in August last, when he met Bishop
Meade, who preached, held a confirmation, and
admitted several to the Lord's Supper. Since

that lime a vestry lias been formed, and materials

are in a considerable state of forwardness for the

erection of a commodious church. The rector

has regularly performed service here every alter-

nate Lord's day, and lectured once a week ; he
also preaches once a month for the special benefit

of the coloured people, and hopes to be able to do
still more for this neglected race of his fellow-

creatures. There is a Sabbath School, but as yet

not well organized.

The number of c(*imunicants added by the

bishop five, by the rector twelve, total number
twenty-six.

Baptisms thirty-five, two of which were cases

of adults, and four were cases of coloured children

—marriages five.

The rector of St. Thomas's also reports, that

he has under his care Walker's Church in Albe-

marle, where he preaches once a month, and that

he also preaches at a place in Louisa county, call-

ed Free Union, sufiiciently near for the people of

Walker's congregation to attend, and thus avail

themselves of two services in the month.
WiLLi.iM G. H. Jones.

Bristol parish, Petersburg. It gives me much
satisfaction to slate, that the attendance on public

worship in this patish is belter ow than jn-obably

it has ever been, and great hopes are entertained

that the good effects thence resulting will, in due

time, be made manifest. In other respects, no

great change has taken place since last Conven-

tion. A very few only have been added to the

number of communicants. Andrew Syme.
Parish of St. James, Northam, Goochland.

There has been but little change in the condition

or prospects of this parish since it was last report-

ed to the Convention. Two members have been

added to the communion—baptismB five, one adult

and four children—one marriage.
J. DOUGHEN.

Not being prepared to take the whole charge of

a parish, with the approbation of our bishop I

have been residing in Richmond, as the most cen-

tral position with regard to three neighbouring

counties, Chesterfield, Charles City, and King

William ; in which, once a month in each, I have

been preaching since the first of January. It gives

me pleasure to mention the exertions of a few

friends of the Episcopal Church, through the in-

strumentality of whom it has been sustained for

some tune, under many ditficulties, in the two first

named counties. Within a few years past an old

church in each of these has been repaired. Resi-

dent ministers among these people would do

much for the cause of Christ. Our congregations

increase. They hear the gospel apparently with

much attention. Pabke F. Berkeley.
Christ ('hurch, Richmond. The rector of this

churcli states, that the number of communicants
reported by him to tiie last Convention was sixty

;

since that time there have been eleven added, six

have removed or willidrawn, and two have died,

T

making the present number sixty-three—mar-
riages nine—baptisms eight, two adults— funerals

fourteen—confirmed twelve. The number of his

hearers has increased, and while in many points
the prospects of his church are pleasing, he re-

grets that he cannot advert to any very manifest
spiritual advancement.

Wir.MAM F. Lee, Rector.
Christ Church, Norfolk, Elizabeth River par-

ish. Since the last report to the Convention,
there have been eighty-four baptisms, in five

cases of adults; there have been confirmed thir-

ty-three persons ; there have been fifteen mar-
riages ; there have been forty-four funerals, in

twenty cases of children under fourteen years
of age ; and twenty-six persons have been added
to the coinnumion, in.ikmg the present iiuml)er

two hundred and thirty-eight ; of communicants,
eight have died, six have removed, and ten have
withdrawn. These are ail the changes^ except
the reorganization and great increase of the

Sunday School. The con2;regation continues to

flourish, and, through God's blessing, to enjoy
great temporal, and some spiritual prosperity.

Henkv W. Duc.4Chet, Rector.
Report of Lexington parish, Amherst county,

and of Nelson parish. Inquiring for the materials

of a report, they are not found of such an interest-

ing character as the minister would delight to

bring before the Convention. While the house
of God has been generally well attended, there

has not been observed that deep and serious con-

sideration of the truth as coming from God to

man, which is so ardently to be desired by those

who believe in the worth and duration of the soul.

In New-Glasgow there is discovered no im-

provement in spiritual things. Attendance upon
church is sometimes good, but it has to be

lamented that there are many more hearers than
doers of the word.
The congregation which worships at Callaway's

is believed to be improving in knowledge and at-

tachment to the church. There is here mani-
tested a willingness to give to all objects which
are hitended to promote the glory of God upon
earth. Besides some contributions to the Theo-
logical Seminary, it is expected to raise a scholar-

ship upon Bedell's plan. Two have been added
to the communion. Instruction in the catechism

has not been withheld from children. The colour-

ed people attend numerously, and it is hoped with
benefit to their souls. The church edifice has
been rendered comfortable, as well in winter as

summer. Not a few who belong to this church
could respond to the interrogation, Lovest thoij

me i Lord, thou knowest that 1 love thee.

An eflbrt has been made to reorganize the

church located upon Rockfish river. A vestry

has been elected, and the old Episcopal church
is either to be repaired, or else removed to a more
convenient site. The number of communicants
is twelve, four added, and two, who had been
warmly attached to the church during her most
forlorn state, have died.

A church which will cost about twelve hundred
dollars is to be built this summer in the neigh-

bourhood of Lovingston, the county seat of Nelson,

upon land given by Mr. Robert Rives, sen., to be

under the control of the Episcojjal denominalion.

From the ladies of New-Glasgow there has

been paid something to the cause of missions, and

from those of Callaway's Church to aid m studies

preparatory for the ministry. The other two
churches in Amherst, which, until the past year,

have been under my care, are now destitute of

the regular ministration of the word, to the seri-

ous regret of many.
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To a young man of proper qualifications, a
moderate support, but a kind reception, would be
extended. The whole ijumber of communicants
thirty-nuie, six added—funerals twelve—baptisms
eight—marriages eight. Ch.4.rles H. P.\ge.

Christ Church, Alexandria, D. C. Rev. Charles
Mann, rector. Since the last Convention, the

ch'irch building occupied by this congregation has
been entirely repaired, and the interior fitted up
in a very neat and handsome manner, at an ex-

pense of several hundred dollars. A missionary
association has been formed, auxiliary to the Do-
mestic and Foreign Missionary Society of the
Protestant Episcopal Church, which comprises
every member of the communion, and is intended
to embrace, if possible, every member of the con-
gregation : Its prosjiects of a liberal support are
very flattering iPjdeed. There is also connected
with this church an Auxihary Education Society,

which has contributed about sixty dollars to the
funds of the parent society during the past year.

A Benevolent Society, sustained by the untiring
efforts of several valuable ladies in the congrega-
tion, disburses annually about one hundred dollars

in clothing the poorer children of the Sunday
School, and m administering to the wants of the
indigent generally. There are two Bible classes,

one under the care of the rector, and the other of
a member of the Theological Seminary. The
Sunday School is in a very flourishing and inter-

esting state, the number of scholars being only
limited by the accommodations afforded in the lec-

ture-room. To the persevering and judicious ef-

forts of many gentlemen connected with the Theo-
logical Seminary, our Sunday Schools and other
benevolent institutions are indebted for much of
the success which attends upon their exertions

;

and justice to that institution requires us to say,
that the zeal of its members to promote the best
interests of the community for many miles around
the spot on which it is located, renders it a rich
blessing indeed.
There have been nineteen additions to the com-

munion in Christ Church during the past year,
six males and thiiteen females—five have with-
drawn. The number reported last year was one
hundred and thirty, added nineteen, total one
hundred and forty-nine ; withdrawn five ; one hun-
dred and thirty-one whites, thirteen coloured,
total one hundred and forty-four. Baptisms, two
white adults and twenty-nine infants, and five col-
oured, total thirty-six—confirmed (belonging to

congregation) twelve—marriages five—funerals
nine. Charles Mann, Rector.
Antrim parish, Halifax county. The present

aspect of this parish is in some respects less

cheering than formerly. In many instances anxi-
ety has given place to inditference, and power to
lukewarniness. Only seven communicants have
been added, and of these one has removed, ma-
king the i)resent number thirty-eight—confirma-
tions twenty-eight—baptisms, adults four, infants
nine—marriages iwo—funerals five.

Since the last Convention a glebe has been
purchased, and a parsonage fitted up for the use
of the rector. Liberal contributions have been
made by individuals to the Missionary Society of
our church, and to the Theological School of the
diocess. Charles Dresser.

St. Andrew's Church, Camden parish, Pittsyl-

vania county. Since January, 1 have devoted
one Sunday a month to this infant parish. When
the weather would permit, the congregation has
been large and attentive. There is a flourishing
Sunday School taught in the church, and could
the services of a resident clergyman be enjoyed,
few parishes, it is believed, would be more flour-

ishing. One communicant has been added the

last year, one has removed, and one died, leavitlg

the present number eleven—confirmations six

—

infant baptisms two—marriages two—one funeral.

Charles Dresser.
St. Margaret's Church, Caroline county. The

rector reports that, during the past year, fifteen

have been added to the communion, present num-
ber of communicants forty-five—baptisms eleven
(one adult)—funerals nine—one marriage—con-
firmed eleven. He also reports that the prospects
in this parish are encouraging—subscriptions are

now raising for the erection of two commodious
brick churches, and for repairing the old building

—it is expected they wiU be completed the pres-

ent year.

He would further report, that he has preached
occasionally in Berkeley parish, Spotsylvania,
where a vestry has lately been elected, and sub-

scriptions commenced for the erection of a church.

The labours of a pious and active missionary are

much needed in this parish and the adjoining

county Louisa. W. Friend.
St. George's Church, Fredericksburg. The

minister of this church has nothing of especial in-

terest to report concerning its present state, li

he should say that the religious sensibility of the

congregation is not so great as at some former
periods, it is what all would be prepared to hear
who know any thing of the history of religion in

this unfriendly world. There is, however, noth-
ing of which we can seriously complain, but, on
the contrary, much to inspire confidence and
awaken gratitude to God. However unfaithful

we may have been, there is still continued cause
for recording the loving kindness and tender mer-
cies of the Lord.

Religious institutions command a general re-

spect among us. The numbers filling the sanc-
tuary proclaim the influence and ascendency of
divine truth. We do what we can to prevent the
people from mistaking the " form" for the power
of religion.

There has been no abatement of active zeal in

the cause of Christian benevolence. Much has
been done in this way through the past year. The
people do not only love in word, but m deed, and
in truth.

The congregation has erected since the last

Convention a commodious vestry-room. One
scholarship in the Theological Seminary of Vir-

ginia has been endowed for five years, and a
second is in a fair way of being soon completed.
Apromiaingyouth, taken from the Sunday School,
has been sent to college by the liberality of a
few, in order to his ultimate preparation for the
ministry.

Our Sunday Schools (male, female, and infant)
contain about two hundred and fifty children, in-

structed by upwards of fifty teachers. Our Bible
classes contain from sixty to seventy persons.
The rest of our societies continue to receive their
share of patronage, and to exercise a salutary in-

fluence on the interests of the church.
It may here be proper to mention the favour

which has been recently shown our Female
Charity School—a legacy amounting to $10,000
having been left it by the late Miss Sopliia Carter,
of Prince William county.
Baptisms eighteen, one adult—confirmed four-

teen—communicants one hundred and eighty-five
—marriages nine—funerals seventeen—families
about one hundred.

Edward C. M'Guire.
St. Paul's Church, Lynchburg. The number

of communicants reported last year was fifty

eight, deceased and removed since that time four,
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added eight, prescnt'number sixty-two—baptisms,
of infants two—one marriage —funerals five.

A small society of female cominunic.ints have
testified tiieir interest in the prosperity of our be-

loved Zion, by raising the sum of seventy-five dol-

lars for the use of our Education Society.

F. G. S.MITH.
Christ Church, Winchester. In taiiuig a review

of tiie past year, tlie rector has abundant cause of
thankfuhiess. Tliere is in the congregation more
apparent religious feeling, and more devout at-

tachment to the church, than at any former
period ; but the Almighty has laid his hand heavi-

ly upon the congregation, having removed by
death si.x of our oldest and most highly esteemed
members. The public ministrations and social

exercises continue to be well attended. The
Sunday School has never been in a more prosper-

ous state. There is in the congregation a Mis-
sionary Society, a Female Education Society,

a Society of Industry, a Mite Society, and three

Bible classes ; all of which receive eflicient atten-

tion. Since the last Convention six respectable
families, from a conviction of the excellence of

our apostolic church, have been united to our
congregation ; nineteen have been added to the
communion ; six members have died ; one re-

mains suspended ; and two have removed—leav-

ing the present number of communicants one
hundred and five—baptisms twenty-two—marria-
ges four—deaths ten—confirmed twenty-one.
The congregation at Mill Creek continues very

flourishing ; the rector deeply regrets his visits to

the parish can only be monthly. There are forty-

one communicants, after deducting four deceased
and two removed—marriages two—baptisms nine.

J. E. J.iCKsoN, Rector.

St. Stephen's Church, St. Mark's parish, Cul-
pepper. The rector would report, that since he
took charge of this church in June last, eight

persons have been added to the communion, three

nave died, four removed—present number of com-
municants forty-five—baptisms eight, of children

—marriages four.

There are some cases of seriousness, but abun-

dant cause for deep humiliation.

Nearly one half of his time has been devoted to

the interests of the church in Blooinfield parish,

Madison county. There he found but six indi-

viduals who were attached to our communion.
Since he has been labouring among them, the

Lord has added twenty-four to their number,
fourteen of whom are gentlemen—present number
of communicants thirty—baptisms fifteen, atlults

seven, children eight.

A contract has been made for the erection of a

church, which will cost $1,800 or .f2,000 : ,'ii;l,-100

have been subscribed. "The Lord has done
great things for us, whereof we are glad."

Archib.vld H. Lamon.
Christ Church, Lancaster county. The rector

reports, that during the past year he has devoted

his time almost exclusively to the two congrega-

tions in this parish, except during a necessary ab-

sence of more than three months. We have great

reason to be thankful to the great Head of the

church, for the blessings he has been pleased to

bestow upon this portion of our Zion.

When the rector entered upon his duties, about

sixteen months ago, the Episcopal Church in this

section of the state was nearly extinct. But
thirteen communicants could Ije found in the two
counties of Lancaster and Northumberland. A
Bible class has been in operation during a [lart of

the year past, consisting in all of twenty-four

members, six of whom have united with the

church. Communicants thirteen, died two, ad-

T2

ded twenty -five, preseht number thirty-six—bap-
tisms, adults five, children forty-nine, total fifty-

four—funerals five—number of persons confirmed
twe;Uy-sevcn. Ephihi.m Adams, Rector.

St. James's Church, Shelburne parish, Lees-
hurg. The present minister took charge of this

parish the first of June ; since which time, he has
reason to hope that the great Head of the church
has not been unmiudfiil of us.

The good seed which has been sown by his
pious and faithful predecessors, he has reason to

hope, is springing up, and that his own labours
have not been altogether in vain. Eighteen have
been added to the communion—twenty-three con-
firmed—eleven baptized—deaths eight—one mar-
riage—whole nuini)er of communicants sixty-five.

Ertbrts have been made either to enlarge the pres-

ent church building, or to erect a new and more
commodious one ; which we are encouraged to
hope will be done at no distant period. The pres-

ent state of the congregation is encouraging ; the
Sabbath School nourishing ; the Bible class

hitherto well attended. There is also a Mission-
ary Society, and Sewing Society, the proceeds
of which arc appropriated to benevolent purjioses.

We have, however, deeply to lament that there is

so little of that interest manifested on the part of
the congregation generally, that the infinitely im-
portant concerns of eternity demand.
The church is closed one Sabbath in the

month, the minister officiating on that day at Al-

die and Middlcburg,iii which two places there are

nine communicants. Geo. AniE.
St. Anne's and Fredericksville parishes, Albe-

marle. In making a report of his labours for the
past year, the rector cannot avoid expressing his

gratitude to the great Head of the church, that he
has been made the instrument, he trusts, of some
little good to the people among whom he has been
called to preach the gospel. Some of the encour-
aging circumstances to which he feels bound to

allude are these : the completion and consecration
of one new church at an expense of not less than
$1,800—thecommencementof another, which will

be completed some time during the present year,

and which, with the others, will make four com-
fortable churches in this county—the commence-
ment also of i\\c scholarships on the plan of a
gentleman of Virginia—the favourable disposi-

tion manifested towards our church by those who
are not of her communion, in admitting the puri-

ty of her doctrines, the excellence of her forms,

and the piety of her members—and last, but not

least, the great liberality and punctuality of some
of his people in contributing to the temporal sup-

port of their minister.

He has, however, to lament with great sorrow,

that he has met with not a few embarrassments
to his usefulness. Among which may be reckon-'

ed the great extent of his charge—a want of

spirituality and zeal among his people—the exist-

ence of too much wor'dly-mindeduess—a back-

wardness in confessing Christ before men—an aja-

parent indifference by them in the support of their

Sunday Schools, their Education and Tract So-

cieties, &c.
In St. Anne's parish there have been during the

past year twenty-four persons confirmed—two
adult baptisms, twelve infant baptisms—two mar-

riages—three funerals—number of communicants
thirty-one.

In Fredericksville parish there ha^'e been twen-

ty-five confirmed—three adult baptisms, five in-

fant baptisms—two funerals—three marriages

—

number of communicants filty-one.

Whole number in both parishes, forty-nine con-

firmed—five adult baptisms, seventeen infant bap-
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tisms—five marriages—five funerals—eighty-six

communicants. Zacharuh Mead.
The rector of Cumberland parish, in giving to

the Convention an account of his stewardship,

presents the following as the state of the church
under his care :—Communicants in all seventeen,

additions five, lost by death one—funerals ten,

three are whites, seven are blacks—marriages

three—one baptism. The church spoken of in

his last report was finished, all to lathmg and
plastering, before the close of the last year, and is

now about to be completed. Suice the last Con-
vention his labours have been considerably inter-

rupted by ill health, particularly durmg the last

three or four months. The prejudices against our

church seem to be fleeing before the light of truth,

and the people begin to prize her excellence.

Though the attendance on our services has gen-

erally been very good, it is humiliating to ac-

knowledge, that the slate of vital religion is quite

low. We have much need to pray that the Lord
would raise us higher in the scale of true godli-

ness, and make us more abundant iii tlie fruits

thereof A moderate degree of interest, however,

is felt in all the benevolent operations of the day.

Charles C. Taliaferro.
St. Anne's and South Farnham parishes, Essex

county. The pastor has nothing of much interest

to report. He does not think that the state of

religion has very visibly improved since the last

Convention. The attendance upon the services

of the sanctuary is not greater ; the condition of

the Bible classes and Sunday Schools more dis-

couraging. But there are still some gracious

evidences of the continued presence and blessing

of the exalted Head of the church. Among these,

one of the most important is the increase of a mis-

sionary spirit, giving, as it ever does, sure indica-

tions of growth in that divine charity which leads

to every good work.
St. Mary's parish, Port Royal, Caroline county.

The pastor of St. Anne's and South Farnham
still continues his labours at this place, and has
gathered in some fruit to the glory of God's grace.

It was reported to the last Convention that meas-
ures had been taken to erect a church. Though
circumstances not necessary to be mentioned
have delayed this work, preparations for it have
gradually progressed, and it is confidently be-

lieved that another Convention will not meet be-

fore its completion. The congregation is an in-

teresting one ; a good work seems to be going on
among its members.
Lunenburg parish, Warsaw, Richmond county.

Since June last, the pastor of St. Anne's and South
Farnham has preached at this place twice a month,
and found much cause to thank the Lord for en-

abling him to do so. Here, as in the surrounding
region, considerable religious excitement has ex-

isted during the past year, and our labours have
been mercifully blessed to save precious souls.

A brick church, forty-eight feet by thirty-five, hav-
ing a vestibule and one end gallery, has been
recently commenced. Its corner-stone was laid

by Bishop Meade during his late episcopal visit

to the Northern Neck, and the walls are now
going up with a promising prospect of the house
being speedily finished.

Immediately connected with Lunenburg is

Farnham parish, containing an old and venerable
church, which was within a few years in a toler-

able state of preservation, but is now so ruined
that scarcely any thing remains save the walls,

which are still sound. At this time there is an
eftbrt making to repair it thoroughly. The most
costly part ol the work is already under contract,

and it IS hoped that another for the remainder will

soon be made. Of the communicants belonging
to this parish several are connected with the con-
gregation in Lunenburg, but would, of course, if

there was any shepherd to gather them, belong to

one established within their own limits. And
then these two, with perhaps another neighbour-
ing church, will form a large and important field

for the labours of any suitable minister of God's
word, willing to spend and be spent in his Master's
service.

During a part of the last and present month,
Bishop Meade visited these parishes. In the four
first mentioned forty persons were confirmed, and
a most salutary impression made upon the com-
munity. It is very evident, both from their words
and deeds, and we think it important to record it

as a fact connected with the present condition of
the people under our pastoral care, that, becoming
gradually better acquainted with the primitive and
scriptural character of the church, their attach-
ment to it grows, and their gratitude to God for

bringing and keeping them within its pale abounds
more and more.

St. Anne's parish. Communicants thirty-one

—

one death, coloured—baptisms fifteen, thirteen
coloured—burials two—marriages five, two col-

oured.

South Farnham. Communicants twenty-two
—one removed—baptisms two—one burial.

St. Mary's. Communicants thirteen—baptisms
six—buried one.

Lunenburg. Communicants twenty-seven—one
death—baptized eight, one adult, four coloured

—

burials three—married three.

Jno. p. M'Guire, Rector.
The late minister of St. Peter's, Tillotson, re-

ports, that during the past j'ear he has preached
alternately at this church and Caira, Cumberland.
Circumstances have compelled him to leave this

highly interesting and most eligible field, but he
hopes that it is only to make room for a more
faithful labourer. Such a one would receive a
cordial welcome, and, it is believed, a support
fully adequate to his individual wants. Confirmed
eighteen—communicants thirty-six—added five

—

baptisms eight, four adults and four infants—mar-
riages two—one death. J. S. Swift.

Trinity Church, Augusta parish, Staunton.
Communicants added twelve, total number fifty

—baptisms (ten adults) thirty—deaths nine—mar-
riages twelve. W. G. Jackson.

Edward Valentine.
Abingdon and Ware parishes, Gloucester. In

these parishes there have been six baptisms and
three funerals—ten members have been added to
our communion, total thirty-eight—two marriages
have been solemnized in an adjoining parish.

Jno. Cole.
St. John's Church, Henrico parish. Nine mar-

riages—nine baptisms—fourteen funerals—thirty

communicants. Edward W. Peet.
St. John's Church, Hampton. During the past

year two communicants have been removed by
death—three heretofore reported are now residing
in other parts of the dioccss, and three have been
added to our communion—present number twelve.
Old Point Comfort. Three communicants have

removed, and six have been added—present num-
ber thirteen. In the Sunday School we have seven
teachers— thirty-eight scholars—marriages four

—

baptisms eighteen—burials twenty -one.

Mark L. Chevers.
The rector of Russell parish, Bedford county,

reports to the Convention, that but little has been
done in his parish during the past year towards the
extension of the church. Throughout all the
region in which he labours, there has been a gen-
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eral indifference towards religion. The houses of
public worsliip are thinly and irregularly attended

;

the zeal of mulliludos has abated ; an ' many who
gave fair promise of benig faithful servants of the
cross, have returned to the world. 'I'he rector is

pained to say, that his congregations have been
aftected by the prevailing spirit of lukewarmncss

;

and he has had the mortification to see some of

the communicants apostatize from the faith, and
bring upon themselves the necessity of being sep-

arated from the communion of the saints. Yet,

amid these discouragements, there are causes for

gratitude to God. Some valuable additions have
been made to the communion ; the members gen-

erally are becoming more decidedly attached to

the distinctive principles and doctrines of the

church. In obedience to a resolution of the last

Convention, the rector has endeavoured, by the

circulation of Episcopal books and tracts, to in-

struct the people in the true principles of the

church : a duty the importance and necessity of

which he has been taught by painful experience.

There is also another cause for encouragement in

the proofs of an increasing confidence in the sound-

ness of our doctrines and the piety of our mem-
bers. Plainly many are beginning to see in these

perilous times, when dangerous heresies are boldly

propagated, and when contention and strife, with
many other fruits of the flesh, are encouraged by

the divisions of new sects continually multiplying,

that our ancient church presents to the humble and
honest inquirer after truth a place of quiet and
an ark of safety. Baptisms, of adults five, of in-

fants twenty-six—burials two—marriages ten

—

communicants, removed four, died two, added
fourteen; present number one hundred.

Nicholas H. Cobbs.
St. Paul's, Norfolk. The venerable parish

church of Norfolk borough, built near a century

ago, has, during the last year, been entirely and
very neatly renewed in its interior, and consecra-

ted under the name of St. Paul's.

Two or three months since I entered on the

duties of its rectorship. The pews were soon dis-

posed of by sale and rent, and in want of more
room we proceeded to erect galleries, which are

now very nearly finished. An organ has been
lately ordered. A flourishing Sunday School is

in operation, for which a good library has been
obtained. Four or five new communicants were
lately added—total number about twenty -five.

The prospects of the congregation, on the whole,

seem greatly encouraging.
Ebenezer Boyden.

Norbome parish, Berkeley county. When the

present rector took charge of this parish in June
last, it was under discouraging circumstances.

For some time previous it had been destitute of

regular services, and consequently the usual zeal

and interest of Episcopalians in the prosperity of

the church had in a measure abated. But, with

gratitude to Almighty God, he is now happy to

report a more favourable state of things. Since

his assumption of the pastoral charge of this

parish, the Lord has been graciously pleased to

visit it in mercy. At an association held in Sep-

tember last, thirty-three persons were added to

the communion ; many more are still in an inqui-

ring state of mind ; but, owing to the difficulty of

procuring regular communion, have been pre-

vented from making a public profession of religion.

We have a flourishing Sunday School, and two
Bible classes. The Education and Missionary

Societies are in away of receiving liberal encour-

agement. Of the commuiucants, four have been

lost, three by removal and one i)y death—pres-
ent auinber of communicants one hundred and

eighteen—marriages ten—baptisms ten, two adults
and eight infants.

W. P. C. Johnson.
'

Trinity Church, Portsmouth parish. The rector
reports, with gratitude to the great Head of the
church, that there have been added to the com-
municants in his parish during the past year eight
persons. But must with sorrow add, that he has
been compelled to expel from the communion one
of his members ; and has performed the burial-

services for thirty persons, more than hall of whom
died of the cholera.

The societies in connexion with this congrega-
tion he believes to be about in the same state as
when last reported. One or two families have
joined the congregation, and as many have left.

The general attendance upon the services of the
sanctuary, he thinks, has somewhat improved ; and,
upon the whole, he is encouraged to hope that his
labours have not been altogether in vain. Mar-
riages eleven—baptisms, nineteen children and one
adult, twenty—communicants, eight added, five

removed, one exi)elled
;
present number thirty-

nine—burials thirty.

J. H. WlXGFIELD.
St. Andrew's parish, Brunswick county, and

Bath parish, Dinwiddle county. The condition
of these parishes is ajiparenlly the same as when
last reported ; and it is a subject of deep regret

and humiliation to the rector, that he has no cheer-
ing account to render, either of the enlargement
of our Zion, or of the increase of spiritual life

among its members, in the region of country com-
mitted to his charge. There have been baptized
in the two parishes thirteen, three adults and ten
children—confirmed sixteen—four have been ad-

mitted to the communion—two communicants
have removed, and the present number is forty-

seven—marriages eight—funerals five, all of chil-

dren.

The difference of religious views and practices

which prevails throughout the country, renders it

impracticable to comply strictly with that part of
the 29th canon of the General Convention which
requires that a register should be kept by the

clergyman of the families within his cure. Many
families contain members of several different

denominations ; those of which the rector of

these parishes is exclusively the pastor amount to

twenty-four.
John Grammer, Jr.

St. Martin's parish, Hanover and Louisa. But
little requiring special notice has occurred in this

parish during the past year. Since our last report,

the new church then mentioned as being com-
pleted has been consecrated to the service of

God. Thirteen persons have been confirmed.

Seven children and one adult have been received

in baptism. A few have been added to the com-
munion, and some have removed, leaving the

present number sixty-four. About $500 have been
contributed to the various benevolent institutions

connected with the church, and probably as much
more subscribed to the Theological Seminary,

in speaking of these contributions, I should do

injustice to the individuals concerned were 1 not

to take special notice of S270 contributed to the

Education Society, by the indefatigable zeal and

industry of a Working Society, consisting of a

few young ladies. Owing to the continued in-

disposition of the rector, he has been unable durmg
the past year to extend his labour as usual much
beyond the limits of his own parish. He has,

however, occasionally visited those of St. Paul's

and Trinity, in both of which they are anxious

to obtain the services of an Episcopal minister.

In the latter they are now buUdmg a place for
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public worship, with the hope of getting their

wants speedily supplied, and are, 1 believe, ready

to comiiifince one in the former, so soon as they

see a probability of having a minister to preach

in It. John Cooke.
Berkeley parish, Spotsylvania. This parish has

for some years been without a regular ministry.

"Within the last three years it has occasionally

been visited by the Rev. John Cooke, the Rev.

Caleb J. Good, and the Rev. William Friend.

There exists an increasing interest in the cause

of the church. A vestry has lately been organized,

find a subscription for an Episcopal church com-
menced. We believe that the sum of S^200 dollars

could be raised for the support of a nimister, in-

dependent of his board.

Within the period above mentioned, there have
been several baptisms, marriages, and funerals

;

but the precise number not known—communi-
cants about eight. E, Berkeley.

Geo. Tyler.
Bruton parish, Williamsburg. Baptisms, one

white and three coloured children, in all four

—

marriages, three of white and live of coloured

persons, in all eight—funerals, two parishioners

and six not of the parish, in all eight—communi-
cants, two have died, three removed, and three

been added; total at present sixty-three, of whom
two are coloured persons.

The number of families belonging to the con-

gregation at present is forty-one—the number of

adults is one hundred and three, and of children

eighty-two. The number reported four years ago

was one hundred and twelve adults, and one

hundred children ; but, besides those who have

died, we have lost in the meantmre by removal
eighteen adults and twenty-two children.

Our Sunday School, however, has not dimin-

ished. It still numbers about forty scholars, while

our parish library has advanced from a hundred

to a hundred and forty-seven volumes. In other

respects, the congregation is statistically the same
as when last reported ; but whether true religion

^as been advancing in the hearts and characters

of our people, must be left to their own con-

sciences, and to the Searcher of hearts.

An arrangement has been made this spring for

me to preach once a month in James City, and I

have twice officiated at Hickory Neck Church to

full and attentive congregations.

A. Empie, Rector.

The report of the hoard of trustees of the

Theological School of Virginia, together with

that of their treasurer, were presented and read

by the Rev. Edward C. M'Guire, and received.

Report of the Board of Trustees of the Theological

School of Virginia.

In presenting the twelfth annual report of their

proceeduigs to the Convention, the trustees would
not be unmindful, but gratefully acknowledge that

good Providence which has hitherto worked with
them, and graciously prospered their humble en-

deavours in behalf ot the important institution

with the promotion of whose uiterests they have
been charged.

By the last annual report, you were informed,

that in consequence of increasing applications for

admission into the seminary, tlie speedy erection

of an additional building had become indispensa-

bly necessary. The existing ed;lice could accom-
modate but twenty students, while thirty were
actually connected with the institution. Of these,

several had been under the necessity of seeking

ubodes in the neighbourhocKi, and one was com-

pelled to withdraw altogether, from the impossi-

bility of procuring accommodations. Under these
circumstances, the board felt constrained to obey
the manifest intimations of Providence, and pro-

ceed at once, in reliance on the tried liberality of

the friends of the church, to make arrangements
for the erection of another building.

That there might be no delay in ascertaining

the support which would be given to such a meas-
ure, a meeting was held during the Convention,
as many of you remember, with express reference

to the above object. With the gratifying and un-

expected success which crowned that elTort, the

most of you are acquainted. More than $^7,000 in

subscriptions were added on that occasion to the

funds of the institution, Thus encouraged, the

trustees proceeded forthwith to provide for the

erection of a house corresponding in style and
dimensions with the one already in use. The
superintendence and execution of the undertaking
were confided to competent individuals, and the

house was completed in time for the reception of

students at the commencement of the session be-

ginning m
The necessities of the institution, arising from

the inadequacy of its general fund, demanded the

adoption of still additional means of augmenting
its resources. For this end an agent was ap-

pointed (Mr. George W. Nelson, a student in the

seminary) with authority to make applications for

funds throughout the diocess. This duty was
faithfully discharged by Mr. Nelson during the

last summer. 'I'hough straitened in regard to

time by his connexion with the seminary, and of
course unable to extend his efforts beyond a lim-

ited portion of the state, he yet procured subscript

tions to the amount of $3,500, ofwhich sum f 1,257

were received in hand, and duly remitted by him
to the treasurer of the seminary.

It is with pleasure we announce the internal

prosperity which has marked the progress of the
institution through the past year. The number of
students has exceeded that of any previous pe-

riod. Thirty-three young men have shared its

signal advantages. Nor have any of them failed

to make the very best improvement of their privi-

leges. The professors bear unqualified testimony

to their punctuality and industry, as well as to
.

their satisfactory and creditable progress in the

acquisition of useful knowledge. The course of

study has been the same as heretofore pursued,

being that prescribed by the statutes, and so often

stated to this body as to render repetition unne-
cessary.

Since the last repbrt, and on the Sunday succeed-

ing the Convention, seven of the students were ad-

mitted to the ministry, and five more are expected

to undergo examination for orders during the pres-

ent session. Our diocess has shared the zealous

and edifying services of a portion of those advanced
to the holy office at the time above specified, and
many waste places bear witness to the eflicacy of

their pious and active labours. Solitary i)laces

have been made glad, and the desert to blossom as

the rose. The beneficence which endowed and
sustained in vigorous action this important estab-

lishment, has thus, in the economy of Providence,

been, as it were, exhaled and diffused over our
land, and, descending in refreshing showers on
many a dry and barren spot, is already yielding a
rich and precious harvest of spiritual good to man
and glory to God. Duly estimating the impor-

tance of these objects, what surprising value must
be attached to this sacred charity. Wfio that feels

at all the glow of rehgious affection, does not find

his heart burn within him at the contemplation

of such fruits of Christian love and liberality, Arp
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they not worth all the sacrifices which may have
been made lor them.

At the hazard of a seeming importunity, we
must, m closing, refer to the continued necessities

of the institution, antl beg your prayers and other
benefactions in its behalf It is the ottspring of
your past liberality, and has been the cherished
object of your nursing care. You will not then
desert it now, and give it up to premature decay
and iinal dissolution. There is yet need of another
edifice, which, connecting the two existing struc-

tures, shall give increased beauty to the whole, and
more ample accommodations to the increasing
number of students. The endowment of another
professorship is also a desideratum. The board,

at a large meeting, adopted some measures for its

accomplishment, not doubting of the hearty con-
currence of Christian friends, and of the prosper-

ing smile of God. Agents have been appointed
principally with a view to the assistance expected
from other diocesses, yet trusting to the continued
zeal and muniticenc* of our own.
The treasurer's account, appended hereto, will

show the state o{ our funds, how they are invested,

and how well secured.

The Trustees.

The Rev. Mr. Lee, from the executive com-
mittee of the Missionary Society, presented the

following report, accompanied with the treasu-

rer's account, which were read and approved :

—

The executive committee of the Missionary

Society of the Protestant Episcopal Church in

Virginia, in making the annual report required of

thein, regret that it is not in their power to present

a more encouraging account of their operations

during the past year.

They still have to deplore the paucity of min-

isters in our church, which has compelled them
to disregard the frequently-repeated calls for help

which are made to them. They have not been
enabled to procure the services of a single mis-

sionary for any length of time during the last

year. The president was authorized to engage,

during the summer months, the services of one of

«he parochial clergy, whose health required a tem-

porary absence from his charge, to officiate at an

important parish in the county of Greenbrier, but

they are not now able to state to what extent he

was enabled to perform the services to which he

was appointed.

The Rev. Annerley Stewart was furnished with

a horse at the expense of f 100, to enable him to

do missionary duty in the counties of Louisa and

Spotsylvania ; but having afterward declined that

sphere of labour, the horse is now in the posses-

sion of the treasurer of the society.

The treasurer's account, herewith exhibited,

shows that he has received the sum of f 155 72

during the past year, and expended $102 50.

And the funds of the society at this time amount
to .f933 22.

Although the Missionary Society of Virginia

has been enabled as yet to do hut little towards

supplying the vast destitution of the ministrations

of our church in this diocess, they still feel dis-

posed to exhort the members of the church to aid in

the accumulation of a fund which may be employe*!

in some future day, when, through the blessing of

God upon our Education Societies and Theological

Seminaries, there shall arise up those who, filled

with the zeal of Christian ministers, and burning

with love for Christ and his church, shall pre-

sent themselves as labourers in the ripening har-

vest. With the prayer that that day may soon

arrive, your committee respectfully submit this re-

jiort.

Kind and amount of funds, viz.

:

—
5 shares of Virginia Bank stock, sup-

posed to he worth $1 10 per share, - $550 00
3 shares of Farmers' Bank stock of

Virginia, worth $110 per share, - 330 00
Cash in bank to the credit of the treas-

urer, 53 22

Total amount, - . - - $933 22
E. E. Thomas Nelson, Treasurer.

Dr. Jacqueline A. Marshall, a lay delegate of

Hamilton parish, Fauquier county, appeared and
took his seat.

Mr. Edmund L Lee, from the committee ap-

pointed to examine the state of the fund for the

permanent support of the episcopate in this

diocess, presented the following report :

—

The committee upon the episcopal fund report,

there are eighty-one shares of the stock of the
Farmers' Bank of Alexandria, and nine shares
of the stock of the Bank of Alexandria, and .J125
in the hands of the trustees to be invested, of
which $10 were contributed since the last Conven-
tion by the Rev. Mr. Crawford That during the
present Convention, the Rev. Mr. Cobbs has paid
$10 from Russell parish, Bedford county.

Stocks, $6,100 00
Cash, 135 00

$6,235 00

On motion of Rev. Wm. G. H. Jones,

Resolved, That the committee appointed to

revise the constitution and canons of the church,

be instructed to tak« into special consideration

whether it comports with the interests of the

church that any one should be elected as a dele-

gate who is not a regular communicant of the

church.

On motion, Resolved, That the Convention

do now adjourn until 5 o'clock this afternoon,

Saturday Afternoon.

The proceedings of the standing committeis

during the last year were presented and read.

The Rev. Mr. Franklin G. Smith, from the

committee on the treasurer's account, made the

following report :

—

The committee on the treasurer's accounts re-

spectfully report, that they have examined the

same, and tind them correct—the various items be-

ing ascertained bv proper vouchers. The balance

of the contingent' fund at this time remaining in

the hands of the treasuier is $055 75, and the

balance for the support of the bishop is $32, as

appears by the accompanying accounts.

F. G. Smith, Chairman.

On motion of Mr. George W. Nelson,

Resolved, That the Convention do recon-

sider the vote adopting the resolution instruct-

ing the committee appointed to revise the con-

stitution and canons of the church to take into

special consideration whether it comports with

the interests of the church that any one should

be elected as a delegate who is not a regular

communicant of the church.

On motion of Mr. Burwell Bassett,

Resolved, That the said resolution be laid

upon the table.

The Convention then proceeded to the elec-

tion, by ballot, of a standing committee of the
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church in this diocess for the ensuing year
;

whereupon the following gentlemen were duly

elected, viz. : the Rev. Reuel Keith, D. D., the

Rev. Edward R. Lippit, the Rev. Charles

Mann, Mr. Edmund I. Lee, Mr. John Hooff, and

Mr. John Gray.

On motion of Mr. Hugh Nelson,

Resolved, That the clergy of this diocess be

requested to take up a collection at their re-

spective churches on the Sunday preceding the

4lh of July, in behalf of the Colonization So-

ciety, and, by a short address at the time, to call

the attention of their respective congregations to

this important subject.

The Convention then proceeded to the elec-

tion, by ballot, of eight delegates, to represent

this diocess in the nest General Convention of

the Protestant Episcopal Church in the United
States of America ; whereupon the following

gentlemen were duly elected, viz : Rev. Henry
W. Ducachet, M. D., Rev. N. H. Cobbs, Rev.
John Grammer, Rev. Edward C. M'Guire, Mr.
Thomas Marshall, Mr. James M. Garnett, Mr.
John G. Williams, and Mr. John Nelson.

Resolved, That the thanks of this Conven-
tion are due, and hereby tendered, to the citizens

of Richmond, for their kindness and hospitality

to the members of this Convention.

Resolved, That the treasurer be directed to pay

to the doorkeeper of the Convention ten dollars.

Resolved, That the treasurer pay the expen-

ses of the bishops and the delegates to the Gen-
eral Convention, in case of a meeting of the

same before the next Convention of this diocess.

The bishops having retired, Mr. Burwell Bas-

eett was called to the chair.

Resolved, That the Rev. Wm. F. Lee, Rev.
E. W. Peet, and Mr. Hilary Baker, be a com-
mittee to raise by assessment among the different

parishes, having reference to the number of com-
municants reported to the Convention, the sum
of three hundred dollars, to be paid to Bishop
Moore at the next Convention for his episcopal

services, and that said committee inform the

clergyman of each parish of the proportion re-

quired from his parish. And, Resolved, That
the clergy be required to raise the sum so as-

sessed, and pay it in at the next Convention.
The Convention then proceeded to the choice

of the executive committee of the Missionary
Society, which resulted in the election of Mr.
John G. Williams, secretary, and Mr. Thos. Nel-
son, treasurer, and Rev. Edward C. M'Guire,
Rev. Henry W. Diicachet, Rev. Nicholas H.
Cobbs, Rev John Grammer, Rev. Adam Empie,
Rev. Wm. F. Lee, Rev. E. W. Peet, Mr. John
Nelson, Mr. George M. Carrington, and Mr.
Samuel C. Nichols, as members of the execu-
tive committee.

Resolved, That 1,200 copies of the minutes
of this Convention be printed, and distributed

among the parishes of this diocess.

On motion, Resolved, That the Convention
do now adjourn, to meet in the town of Staun-
ton, on the third Wednesday in May next.

Richard Channing Moork,
Bishop of the Diocess of Virginia.

Teste, John G. Williams, Secretary.

On Sunday night, the members of the Conven-
tion having assembled around the altar, in the Mon-
umental Church, Bishop Moore dehvered the fol-

lowing address :

—

Brethren of the Clergy and Laity,—It

has been my constant practice to convene you
around the altar, at the close of our Conventional
labours, in order to bid you an affectionate farewell
prior to your departure to your respective parishes,

and to assure you of the deep interest 1 feel in

your welfare and personal happiness.
To the neighbourhoods and distant congregations

I once visited with great delight, I have bidden,

through the effects of local infirmities, a final

adieu : and it is only upon the return of our Con-
ventional meetings that I am blessed with the
sight of iny old friends, and am permitted to shake
by the hand a family of clergymen, vvho have been
set apart to the ministry of the gospel by myself.

In examining the record of the clergy of the
diocess this afternoon, I discovered that in a list of

fifty-six individuals, forty-four of the number have
received the imposition of my own hands, and have
been clothed with ministerial authority by myself.
The satisfaction I derive from such a consideration
is increased by the knowledge I have of their useful-

ness, and the hope 1 entertain of their continuance
in well-doing. The success which has hitherto
attended your labours should excite in your minds
the greatest gratitude to God, and stimulate you
to the most unwearied efforts in the cause of the
gospel. Be determined, I beseech you, to make
lull proof of your ministry. Preach Jesus Christ
and him crucified. Confine your attention to the
sacred duties of your office. Avoid all interfe-

rence in political matters, and that Being who haa
so signally crowned your labours with success, will
never leave you nor forsake you.
We, my clerical brethren,may never meet again

on a similar occasion. Two years, from the lo-

cation of the next Convention, must necessarily
pass away before we shall see each other again.
Death, in the meantime, may step in and thin our
ranks, and our Divine Master may summon some
of you or myself into eternity. Living in the
faithful discharge of our sacerdotal obligations.

Death, remember, will be deprived of his ter-

rors, and a crown of rejoicing be given to us by
that Jesus who is appointed judge of both the
quick and the dead. The salutation of "Well
done, good and faithful servants," will greet our
ears, as the portals of heaven expand for our re-

ception, and that rest provided for the people of
God be our final reward. In all your trials, my
beloved sons, may the Almighty be your refuge,

and underneath you may he place the everlasting

arms of his love.

My brethren of the laity, accept, I entreat you,
my best wishes fur your present and eternal hap-
piness. Some of you whom I have seen around
me during our present session, were members of
the first Convention I ever attended in this diocess.

The clergy were then a small band ; but small as
that number was, you gave us your support, and
united your efforts with us in the resuscitation of
the church of our fathers. The Almighty has
blessed our labours with such success as the most
sanguine mind could not have anticipated. Our
congregations, which then amounted to little more
than twenty, have increased to upwards of one
hundred ; and our clergy, which then consisted of
six or eight eflisctive men, now number about
sixty. You, my brethren, have been co-workers
with us. You merit our thanks, and deservedly
enjoy our united confidence and regard. We
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have but one interest, and that interest is the

glory of God and the salvation of souls.

My labours the last year have been confined to

a small circle. Few, however, as have been the
duties i have discharged, I now mention them for

your satisfaction. After the last ("onvention had
adjourned, 1 admitted, in Alexandria, eight candi-

dates to deacons' orders, and three deacons to

the order of priesthood. In July 1 visited Sinith-

tield, in company with the Rev. Wm. F. Lee, and
preached and administered the Lord's Supper in

the old church, to a very large and deeply-im-
pressed congregation. On Good Friday, which
occurreil the 5th of April, I administered the rite

of confirmation in Christ Church, in this city, to

thirteen persons. After which 1 was called to

Norfolk, in which place I preached, and conse-
crated St. Paul's Church, and also instituted the
Kev. Mr. Boyden rector of the same. In Christ
Church, which is under the care of the Rev. Dr.
Ducachet, I preached, and confirmed thirty-three

persons ; and on the Monday lollowing 1 visited

Mr. Wingfield's parish in Portsmouth, preached to

a large congregation, and confirmed three individ-

uals. Six candidates were admitted by myself
this morning in the Monumental Church to dea-
cons' orders, and two deacons were ai the same
time advanced to the priesthood, by my worthy
friend the assistant bishop of this diocess.

Brethren, I now bid you farewell, and may the
Lord be with you all—Amen.

Richard Channing Moore.

Journal of the Proceedings of a Convention of the Protestant Episcopal Church of the Diocess of
Virginia, which assembled in the town of Staunton, on the 21s/ of May, 1834.

This being the day appointed for the annual

meeting of the Convention of the Protestant

Episcopal Church in the Diocess of Virginia,

the Right Rev. William Meade, D. D., assist-

ant bishop of the diocess, with several clergy-

men and lay delegates, attended divine service

in Trinity Church.
After the consecration of the church to the

worship of Almighty God, morning prayers

were read by the Rev. Dr. Empie, and a sermon
preached by the Rev. J. E. Jackson.

The Right Rev. William Meade took the

chair as president of the Convention, and Hilary

Baker, of Richmond, was appointed secretary

of the meeting.

The following clergymen, entitled to seats in

the Convention, appeared, viz. :

—

The Rev. Ephraim Adams, Christ Church,

Lancaster county ; the Rev. George Adie, Shel-

burne parish, Loudoun county ; the Rev. C. W.
Andrews, Frederick parish, Frederick county

;

the Rev. Nicholas H. Cobbs, Russell parish,

Bedford county ; the Rev. John Cole, Ware and

Abingdon parishes, Gloucester county ; the Rev.

Charles Dresser, Antrim parish, Halifax county
;

the Rev. Henry W. Ducachet, M. D., Christ

Church, Norfolk borough ; the Rev. Adam Em-
pie, D. D., rector of Bruton parish, and Presi-

dent of William and Mary College ; the Rev.

John Grammer, St. Andrew's and Bath parishes,

Dinwiddie county ; the Rev. Thomas Jackson,

assistant minister of Monumental Church, Rich-

mond ; the Rev. J. E. Jackson, Christ Church,

Winchester ; the Rev. William M. Jackson,

Grace Church, Berryville, Frederick county ; the

Rev. Wm. G. Jackson, Trinity Church, Staun-

ton ; the Rev. Wm. P. C. Johnson, Norborne

parish, Berkeley county ; the Rev. William G.

H. Jones, St. Thomas Church, Orange court-

house ; the Rev. Reuel Keith, D. D., Professor

in Theological Seminary ; the Rev. Archibald

H. Lamon, St. Stephen's Church, St. Mark's

?arish, Culpepper county ; the Rev. George
..cmon, Hamilton and Leeds parishes, Fauquier

county ; the Rev. Charles Mann, Professor in

Theological Seminary ; the Rev. Edward C.

M'Guire, St. George's Church, Fredericksburg

;

the Rev. J. P. M'Guire, St. Aiine's and South

Farnham parishes, Essex county ; the Rev. Geo.

W. Nelson ; the Rev. Chas. H. Page, Lexington

parish, Amherst county ; the Rev. Franklin G.

Smith, St. Paul's Church, Lynchburg; the Rev.

Job Sydney Swift ; the Rev. John H. Wing-
field, Portsmouth parish, Norfolk county ; the

Rev. George Woodbridge, Christ Church, Rich-

mond.
The Rev. John Grammer and Mr. John T.

Clarke were appointed a committee to examine

the certificates of the lay delegates.

On motion. Resolved', That the Convention

do now adjourn until this afternoon, at 4 o'clock.

Wednesday Afternoon.

The Convention met pursuant to adjournment.

The committee to whom were referred the

certificates of the lay delegates, reported as

follows :

—

The committee appointed to examine the cer'

tificates of lay delegates report, that the certifi-

cates of the following persons " are conformable

to the canon, to wit :

—

Charles C. Pinckney, churches at Wickliffe

and Berryville ; Edmund Berkeley and Lewis

K. Boggs, Berkeley parish, Spotsylvania coun-

ty ; Thomas L. Robertson, Christ Church, Nor-

folk borough ; J. C. Sheldon, Bruton parish,

Williamsburg ; A. Forbes, St. Paul's Church,

Norfolk borough ; Bartholomew C. Chinn, Farn-

ham parish, Richmond county ; Mr. Dangerfield,

Frederick parish, Frederick county ; Junius A.

Clay, Tillotson parish, Buckingham county

;

Benjamin F. Taliaferro, St. Mary's parish,

Caroline county ; Mann A. Page, St. Thomas
parish. Orange county ; Rawleigh W. Downman,
Christ Church parish, Lancaster county ; Seth

Ward, St. Paul's Church, Lynchburg ;
William

B. Whitten, Russell parish, Bedford county
;

James L. Woodville and Thomas N. Burwell,

Botetourt parish, Botetourt county ; John F.

Conway, Broomfield parish, Madison county ;

John B. Branham, Lunenburg parish, Richmond

county ; John Gray, St. George's parish, Fred-

ericksburg; William M. Waller, Lexington par-

ish, Amherst county ;
William F. Alexander,

Christ Church, Fairfax parish, Alexandria ; R.

G. Montgomery, Shelburne parish, St. James's
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Church, Leesburg ; John H. Peyton, Augusta
parish, Augusta county ; Joseph F. Montgomery,
Nelson parish. Nelson county ; Hilary Baker,

Christ Church, Richmond ; Robert Rose, Kan-
awha parish, Kanawha county ; Joseph Mur-
den, Portsmouth parish, Norfolk county ; John

T. Clarke, Antrim parish, Halifax county.

And that a certificate of the appointment of

Carter H. Harrison as the delegate from the

Monumental Church, Richmond, was presented,

which not being according to the canon, is here-

with submitted to the Convention—which report

and document were, on motion of the Rev. Dr.

Empie, laid upon the table.

On motion of Rev. John Grammer, seconded
by the Rev. Henry W. Ducachet, M. D., Hilary

Baker, of Richmond, was elected secretary of

th€ Convention.

On motion. Resolved, That the following

rules of order, adopted by the last Convention
for the government of their proceedings, be the

rules of proceeding during the present Conven-
tion.

1. The business of every day shall be intro-

duced with prayer.

2. When the president takes the chair, no
member shall continue standing, or shall after-

ward stand up, except to address the chair.

3. No member shall absent himself from the

service of the house unless he have leave, or be
unable to attend.

4. When any member is about to speak in

debate, or deliver any matter to the house, he
shall, with due respect, address himself to the

president, confining hiaisejf strictly to the point

in debate.

5. No member shall speak more than twice

in the same debate without leave of the house.

6. A question being once determined shall

stand as the judgment of the house, and shall

not be again drawn into debate during the same
session, unless with the consent of two thirds

of the house.

7. While the president is putting any ques-
tion, the members shall continue in their seatSj

and shall not hold any private discourse.

8. Every member who shall be in the house
when any question is put, shall, on a division,

be counted, unless he be personally interested
in the decision.

9. No motion shall be considered as before

the house unless it be seconded, and, when re-

quired, reduced to writing.

10. When any question is before the house, it

shall be determined upon before any new suliject

is introduced, except the question of adjourn-

ment.
11. The question on a motion of adjourn-

ment shall be taken before any other, and with-

out debate.

12. When the house is about to rise, every
member shall keep his seat until the president

shall leave the chair.

13. None of the rules of order shall be sus-

pended without the concurrence of two thirds

of the members present.

14. The president shall, in his discretion, se-

lect a pew within the limits of those allotted for

the use of the members, which pew shall be ap-

propriated for the accommodation of visiting cler-

gymen and students of the Theological School,

who may be invited to the same by the president

without any special application to the Conven-
tion.

Ordered, That the Rev. Dr. Empie, Rev.
George Lemon, Rev. E. C. M'Guire, Rev. H. W.
Ducachet, Rev. John Grammer, Rev. Nicholas
H. Cobbs, Mr. John Gray, Mr. Mann Page, Mr.
Thomas L. Robertson, and Mr. Seth Ward, be
a committee to take into consideration the state

of the church in this diocess, and report thereon

to this Convention.

Ordered, That the Rev. Charles Dresser,

Rev. Franklin G. Smith, and Mr. John T.
Clarke, be a committee to examine the parochial

reports.

Ordered, That the Rev. Thomas Jackson and
Mr. Carter H. Harrison be a committee to ex-

amine the treasurer's accounts.

Ordered, That the Rev. Charles Mann, Rev.
Dr. Keith, and Mr. John Gray, be a committee
to examine the fund for the support of widows
and orphans of deceased clergymen.

Ordered, That Mr. Edmund I. Lee, Rev,
Geo. Adie, and Rev. John P. M'Guire, be a com-
mittee to examine the accounts of the treasurer

of the fund for the permanent support of the

episcopate in this diocess.

Ordered, That the Rev. C. W. Andrews,
Rev. G. W. Nelson, and Mr. Thomas N. Bur-
well, be a committee on the treasurer's accounts
of the Missionary Society.

The secretary received the following contri-

butions from sundry parishes in this diocess for

the contingent fund, and towards the remunera-
tion of Bishop Moore for his episcopal services,

viz. :

—

Contingent
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Amount brought forward, $170 00
Christ Church, Winchester, 15 00
Frederick parish, Frederick

county, - - - - 10 00
Ware and Abingdon parishes,

Gloucester, - - - 20 30i
Antrim parish, Hahfax county, 20 00
Bruton parish, WiUiamsburg, 15 00
Christ Church, Lancaster

county, - - - - 30 00

St. James's Church, Lees-

burg, - - - - 26 50

Christ Church, Norfolk bor-

ough, - - - - 30 00

St. Paul's Church, Norfolk

borough, - - - - 10 00

Trinity Church, Portsmouth, 15 00

St. Thomas's parish, Orange
county, - - - -

Camden parish, Pittsylvania

county, - - - -

Bristol parish, Petersburg,

St. George's parish, Freder-

icksburg, . . -

Berkeley parish, Spotsylvania

county, - - - -

Christ Church, Mill Creek,

Berkeley county.

Nelson parish. Nelson county.

North Farnham parish, Rich-

mond county, - - -

St. Paul's Church, Alexan-

dria, . - - -

Monumental Church, Rich-

mond, . . - -

Christ Church, Richmond,
St. John's Church, Hampton,

Elizabeth City parish.

Church at Old Point Comfort,

St. Martiu's parish, Hanover
and Louisa counties,

Westover parish, Charles City

county, - - - -

Christ Church, Alexandria, -

Trinity Church, Staunton, -

Hamilton parish, Fauquier

county. - - - -

Ijpeds parish, Fauquier county,

St. Anne's parish, Essex

county, - - - -

South Farnham parish, Essex

county, - - - -

St. Mark's parish, Culpepper

county, - - - -

St. John's Church, Henrico

parish, Henrico county,

St. Stephen's parish, Culpep-

per county, ...
Cumberland parish, Lunen-

burg county, - - -

131 12i
13 30

7 35

5 32
6 00
5 00

5 06i
r

10 00

35 00

00 00
5 18|

10 00 5 00

1 00
30 00

20 00

3 87i

5 00

5 00

5 00

25 00

30 00

15 00

5 00
00 00

- 20 00

7 48
30 00
5 20

15 00
15 00

15 00

8 00

12 86

15 00

12 86

6 36

00 00
10 00

20 00

1 12i

5 00
5 00

00 00

00 00

24 08
10 92

2 00
5 00

8 00

2 52
10 50
9 80

5 00
5 00

10 00

2 00

7 14

5 00

7 14

3 64

Gain in change.

$679 44 S287 21

5

$287 26

On motion, Resolved, That the Convention

do now adjourn until to-morrow morning, 9

o'clock.

Thursday, M.\y 22, 1834.

The Convention met pursuant to adjourn-

ment, and was opened with prayer by the Right
Rev. Bishop Meade, who took the chair as

president.

The Rev. John Cooke, rector of St. Martin's

parish, Hanover and Louisa counties ; Rev.
Charles C. Taliaferro, rector of Cumberland
parish, Lunenburg county ; and Rev. Alexander
Norris, rector of Westover parish, Charles City

county ; and Mr. George M. Carrington, a dele-

gate from St. John's Church, Henrico parish ;

Mr. Jacob Fackler, a delegate from Christ

Church, Winchester ; Mr. Joseph Arthur, a
delegate from Christ Church, Norborne parish,

Berkeley county ; and Mr. Edward Valentine,

a delegate from St. John's Church, Hampton,
appeared and took their seats.

The president read the following report of

episcopal services during the year ending May,
1834, by the Right Rev. Richard Channing
Mooje, D. D., Bishop of Virginia.

Richmond, May 17, 1834.

Dear Brethren,—Enfeebled by age and local

infirmities, 1 am obliged to contine my episcopal

services within a narrow compass ; and am pre-

vented from travelling, except by water, or in

those parts of the diocess which furnish me with
smooth and easy roads. Had 1 the ability of

moving at large that 1 formerly possessed, 1 should

have made an effort to attend the present Conven-
tion, and to assist in the council of the church.

My heart, brethren, is with you; and you have

my fervent prayers for the blessing of God upon
your labours.

In the month of October last I visited Alexan-
dria, and attended a meeting of the trustees of the

Theological Seminary ; at which time the con-

cerns of that institution were particularly consid-

ered, and measures were adopted to secure it a

certain and permanent support. For that purpose,

the Rev. Charles Mann was appointed to raise

funds to carry into effect the benevolent design of

its patrons ; and as it will be impossible to proceed

successfully without further pecuniary aid, I most
earnestly hope that the application of the agent of

the seminary may meet with a cordial reception

from our friends, and the assistance for which he

may apply be freely and cheerfully contributed.

During my visit in Alexandria I preached in both

churches, to full and attentive congregations; and

it is with great pleasure I inform the Convention,

that the vestry of St. Paul's Church, in that city,

have tilled the vacancy occasioned by the resigna-

tion and removal of the Rev. William Jackson,

with the appointment of the Rev. .Mr. Johaston

as their rector. On my return from Alexandria,

1 officiated both in Norfolk and PorlsmouJh.

In December 1 admitted, m Christ Church, city

of Richmond, the Rev. Mr. Woodbridge to the

priesthood. He was presented by the Rev. Thomas
Jackson ; the sermon was delivered by the Rev.

Robert B. Croes, and the Lord's Supper adminis-

tered by myself and the clergy who were present.

In the month of March 1 rode to the county of

Hanover, at which tune I ordained .Mr. George

W. Nelson a deacon, who was presented by the

Rev. John Cooke ; the sermon was delivered bv

myself, and the Lord's Supper also administered.

On Good Friday, March 28, 1 held a confirma-

tion in Christ Church in this city ; upon which

occasion I preached, and confirmed twelve per

sons.
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In the month of April I visited the county of

Essex, attended by the Rev. Mr. Croes, who
preached on the 23d of the month in Vauter's

Church ; and on the 24th I preached in the same
place, and administered the Lord's Supper.

On the 25th of the same month I proceeded to

Port Royal, in the county of Carolme, at which
place I preached to a large and attentive congre-

gation ; and in the evening of the same day, an

excellent discourse was delivered in a private

house by the Rev. J. P. M'Guire. It is with pleas-

ure I inform the Convention, that in Port Royal a

church is to be immediately erected.

My next visit was to Fredericksburg, being

Sunday, the 27th, in which town I preached in the

mornmg and at candle-light, to large and attentive

congregations.
From Fredericksburg I proceeded, in company

with the Rev. E. C. M'Guire, to the county of

Caroline ; consecrated a handsome new church
;

confirmed a number of adults
;
preached to a large

and attentive congregation, and administered the

Lord's Supper.
From Grace Church I rode, in company with

the Rev. Mr. Friend, to Mr. Dickenson's, who re-

sides near the courthouse in Caroline county

;

and on Tuesday, the 29th, I preached to a very

respectable and attentive congregation. It is with

great pleasure 1 inform the Convention, that a new
church will be erected in that place the present

year.

On the 6th of May I fulfilled an appointment in

Charles City county, in company with the Rev.
Thomas Jackson and Mr. Croes ; and, assisted by

the above-named clergymen, 1 admitted the Rev.
Mr. Norris to the priesthood. Prayers were read
by the Rev. Mr. Croes, and an appropriate dis-

course delivered by the Rev. Thomas Jackson. 1

expect to consecrate a new church in that county
this autumn.
On the II th instant I confirmed in St. John's

Church, in this city, twelve persons ; upon which
occasion the discourse was delivered by the Rev.
Mr. Croes, who officiates in that church.

I remain, dear brethren, your sincere friend and
pastor,

Richard Channing Moore.

The Right Rev. William Meade, D. D., As-
sistant Bishop of Virginia, presented the follow-

ing report :

—

Dear Brethren,—Through the merciful prov-

idence of God we are permitted to meet together

once more, for the purpose of rendering an ac-

count of our labours and success in the ministry

during the past year, and of deliberating on the

best measures for promoting the spiritual interests

of our Zion. My account must commence with
the concluding services of our last Convention,
when I united with the beloved father (whose age
and infirmity prevent his being with us at this

time) in the ordination of eight persons,—six of
whom were admitted to the order of deacons,
and two to that of priests. After the duties of the

Convention were over, 1 returned home by the
way of Fredericksburg, where I preached on Wed-
nesday evening, and administered the rite of con-

firmation to five persons. During the month of

June I spent two days in Winchester, preaching
several times in that place. In the month of July

I visited Alexandria, with the view of attending

the annual examination of the students of our
seminary. This took place on the 10th. 1 was
much gratified by the exercises on that occasion,

and more deeply impressed than ever with the im-

portance of the institution, and the duty of a punc-

tual attention to its public examinations. To my

brethren of the clergy especially, and to the trus-

tees, I would present this as an interesting and
important occasion worthy of their attention. It

will be rendered particularly interesting on the
approaching anniversary, by the ordination of a
large number of young candidates for the minis-
try. On the Sunday following the examination I

preached twice in Alexandria, and confirmed thir-

teen persons. On leaving Alexandria I visited

Haymarket, Aldie, and Middleburg, preaching at

each of those places. On the two last days of
July and the first of August, I was engaged, in

company with my brethren, Mr. Lemon, Mr.
Adie, and Mr. Andrews, in religious services at

Upperville, a flourishing village in Fauquier, on
the border of Loudoun county. We spent an
agreeable, and, we hope, useful time, in frequent
services, beginning with the rising sun, and hav-

ing also mid-day, afternoon, and evening exercises.

On Sunday, for the first time, we administered the
communion in this place to a little band of believ-

ers. I confirmed also seven persons at the same
time. I am happy to state, that the zeal of our
friends in and about this place has led them to

undeitake the erection of a neat church, winch
will be finished in the course of the coming year.

After the services at Upperville I was enabled to

have an association in my own parish, by the help
of the Rev. Mr. Mann, Mr. Brooke, and Mr. Adie,
who, during three days, preached to highly grati-

fied, and, I hope, edified congregations. At the
close of our services we were equally surprised

and delighted by the arrival of my brother, the
Bishop of North Carolina, who concluded the
meeting by a very appropriate and impressive dis-

course. On this occasion two were confirmed.

On the 7th of August I set out on a tour through
the counties of Berkeley and JeflCersoii, preachmg
the first day at Bunker's Hill. On the 8th and
9th I officiated, in conjunction with the Rev. Mr.
Jones of Jefferson, at Hedge's Chapel, where 1

confirmed twenty-six, baptized two infants, and
administered the communion. Here, as usual,

the congregations were large and attentive, as-

sembling at the hour of eleven o'clock, engaging
in holy exercises during the customary period,

leaving the house of God for a short time, then
re-assembling for the afternoon service, and again
filling the house at night. A large portion of the
evening congregations, I am told, consisted of
those who remained at home during the two first

services. This example is worthy of imitation.

On the 10th we repaired to Martinsburg, about
seven miles distant, where we met with the Rev.
Mr. Drane, from Hagerstown, who preached on
the occasion of the ordination of Mr. Johnson,
who was then clothed with the authority of a
priest. I preached twice in Martinsburg, baptized
two infants, confirmed seven, and adnunistered
the communion. From Martinsburg I went to
Smithfield, where I officiated on the 12th and
13th, in conjunction with Mr. Jones, W. M. Jack-
son, and Mr. Johnson. On the evening of the
13th and the morning of the 14th I was in Charles-
town, and on the latter day confirmed nine per-

sons. The 15th, 16th, and 17th were spent at

Harper's Ferry, where I was aided in ministerial
duties by Wm. M. Jackson. On the morning of
the 18th I proceeded to Shepherdstown, and found
the inhabitants of the place in the utmost conster-
nation by reason of the cholera, which had made
its appearance a few days before, and hurried
some of its citizens into eternity. Not wishing to
be or seem to be either rash or cowardly in duty,

I submitted it to the proper guardians of the
health of the place, whether I should proceed
with the previously-appointed services. By theijr
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advice I omitted all night services, and only con-

vened those who were disposed to attend on the

morning and afternoon on one day, and on tlie

morning of the following. One of these services

was held, by particular reqnest, in the Lutheran
Church, whose minister was absent. Mr. Jones
and myself endeavoured, by suitable discourses, to

improve the atllictive season.

After remaining at home a short time, I com-
menced a tour of |)reachu)g through some of the

counties lying under the Blue Kidge. 1 left home
on the 2d of September; on the 4thf preached at

the Fork's Church to a large congregation, bap-

tized one child, and conllrmed eight persons.

The congregation was then and had long been
under the pastoral care of the Rev. Mr. Woodville.

At this place had he most conscientiously and
[lunctnally met with his people for many years

;

nere had I often met him in my travels through

that region of country during the last twenty-two
years, and here it was that 1 saw him for the last

time, on the occasion just mentioned. Provi-

dence has removed him from a scene of sincere

obedience on earth, to one of glorious enjoyment

in heaven. He has left an aflectionate family to

mourn the loss of a kind husband and tender fa-

ther, and many friends to cherish, with sincere re-

spect, the memory of a conscientious Christian

minister.

On the 5th and Cth of September I was en-

gaged in duty at Culpejiper courthouse, where I

preached three times, conhrmed twelve persons,

and administered the communion. The 7th, 8th,

and 9th were spent in like manner at Orange
courthouse, where I preached to a large and at-

tentive congregation three times, confirmed six-

teen peisons, and administered the communion.
In this place, where we never had at any time

very regular services, and of late years scarce any,

God has been very gracious to us, in sending a

pastor who found favour in the eyes of the people,

and who has been the instrument of awakening a

good number to a lively sense of eternal things.

I found the members of our church in that place

engaged in the erection of an excellent house for

public worship, which I presume is now comple-

ted. Mav it be well tilled with devout worshippers.

On the ioth I proceeded, in company with Mr.

Jones and Wm. M. Jackson, to Stanardsville,

where, during the morning and afternoon, we sev-

erally addressed, in a private house, a large, atten-

tive, and deeply-impressed congregation. We all

felt as if God indeed was among us. On the 1 1 th

and 12th we were engaged in like manner at Trin-

ity Church, between Stanardsville and Madison

courthouse. Here I preached twice, confirmed

three, and administered the communion. One of

the persons confirmed was an old soldier of the

revolution, who had lived to liis 83d year before

he became a soldier of the cross. I was aware,

before he rose up and approached the place where

he was to make his vows, that he was a comrade

of my father's under Washington. He, however,

was not aware that I was the son of his old fellow-

eoldier, nor had I opportunity to inform him until

I was engaged in actministering the holy rite ; and

then when I announced the fact, that here was an

old soldier who had served under Washington with

my father, now come to enlist under the banner

of one greater than Washington, he was entirely

overcome—burst into tears, and melted the whole

assembly. I trust there were, on that occasion,

other tears than those of mere human sympathy.

We thought that it was plainly to be seen that

some hearts were touched from above with a (eel-

ing above all earthly feehngs. May the event

prove that we were not nuslaken. Our next ser-

vices were at Madison courthouse, on the 13th,

i 4th, and ]5th. They were renewed four times
each day, when we clo.scd them.

it was indeed a joyful season for religion and
the church at Madison. Fifteen months before,

and I scarcely knew a place in our state which
promised less to the labours of a minister of our
church ; and at this time I confirmed twenty-three
warm-hearted discijiles of Christ, and zealous
friends of our church, and saw a neat and durable
brick edifice rising out of the ground to be a place

for the worship of God. God had visited this

place with the abundance of his grace. He had
most signally blessed the faithful preaching of his

word by ministers of dilferent denominations. He
had sent to those who were inclined to our com-
munion an humble and faithful man, who, la-

bouring in season and out of season, and going
from house to house, was the instrument of gath-

ering together an interesting little band, with
whom I spent some of the happiest days of my
ministry. While 1 was there, besides the above-
mentioned exercises, in which I was greatly as-

sisted by the Rev. Mr. Jones and Mr. Wm. G.
Jackson from Staunton, I also admitted the Rev.
Mr. Lainon, their minister, to priests' orders.

After parting with our dear friends at Madison, I

turned my steps towards the new county of Rap-
jiahannock. On the 16th I reached the residence

of Dr. Thornton, and in the afternoon, according

to appointment, preached a funeral sermon on the

occasion of the death of the amiable and esteemed
Dr. llawes. This gentleman was for many years

a member of congress, and was highly esteemed
by all who knew him. His benevolence was of

no ordinary character, and his testimony to the

truth and excellence of Christianity was very de-

cided. In his will he has made generous provis-

ion for more than a hundred slaves, whom he
has directed to be colonized in Africa. On the

following day I went for the first time to visit an
old and venerable mother in Israel, who for a long-

time had been deprived of the services of the

church which she loved, except when, on spe-

cial occasion, the Rev. Mr. Woodville, who hved
at a great distance from her, brought them to her

house. Mrs. Thornton had turned her house into-

a church on this occasion, and invited her neigh-

bours and relations to unite in the solemn services.

She wished once more to partake of the Holy
Supper. It had been a long time since she had
enjoyed this privilege, and it might be the last op-

portunity, for she was far advanced in the vale of

tears, though then as well as usual. But she de-

sired to perform another duty also. In her infan-

cy. Christian parents had made a promise in her

behalf which she had never had an opportunity of

fulfilling. She had never ratified her baptismal

engagement in the rite of confirmation, and now,

even in her old age, begged leave with all humility

to fulfil this act of righteousness. It was according-

ly performed, and it is hoped that those present

did not regard it as an idle and unnecessary cere-

mony even in her.

After this, together with some pious neighbours

and relations, she partook of the Lord's Supper.

Her whole character was calculated to impress

upon the minds of all who knew her the truth of

the Saviour's words, that we must enter the king

dom of heaven as little children. On the follow-

ing day I left this neighbourhood, but let it be re-

membered, as evidence of the uncertainty of life,

and to show how mysterious are the ways of

Providence, that in five days after I left the man-

sion of this venerable lady. God was pleased sud-

denly and unexpectedly to call her to himself.

She seemed to have obtained that which she had
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long been seeking for, and then had leave to de-

part in peace. On the day after my leaving Rap-
pahannock I preached at Port Royal, and the
next day readied home. In the course of three

weeks I again set out, with a view to visit certain

places in the lower part of the state on the eastern
shore. I determined, however, to take this oppor-
tunity of visiting some other places which lay in

the route. On Friday, the 11th of October, I left

home and preached that day at Upperville. Sat-
urday and Sunday I spent at Haymarket. The
weather was so inclement and the house so open,
that the congregation on the first day was small.

On the day following the Lord's day the weather
was good, and the congregation was large and at-

tentive. The house in which I preached was an
old deserted courthouse, which, nevertheless, was
capable of being converted into a comfortable
church, at a very moderate e.xpense. At the con-
clusion of the services 1 addressed them on the
condition of the neighbourhood and the house in

which we were assembled, and promised that if

they would convert the house into a becoming
place of worship, I would visit them again in the
month of July, and dedicate it to God, and perform
all the holy ordinances of the church in it. As I

came down from the pulpit, two gentlemen assured
nie it should be done ; and I am happy to learn that
their promise has already been sacredly fulfilled.

If God spare my life I will endeavour to fulfil my
part, and hope that some of my brethren will be
there to aid in the good work.
On the afternoon of the Sabbath just mentioned

I rode to Brentsville, where I preached in the
courthouse to a full assembly of attentive hearers.
1 am happy to inform the Convention, that these
two places are now enjoying the regular though
too uiifrequent services of the church. The Rev.
Mr. Berkeley, though engaged in completing his-

studies at the seminary, finds time to visit each
of them once in four weeks. We hope the time
is not far distant when more frequent services will

be rendered. I ne.xt visited Dumfries, where I

preached on Monday, and was followed by an ex-
hortation from Mr. Adie. I then proceeded to

Alexandria, in order to meet the managers of the
Education Society, and the trustees of our semi-
nary. I also preached on Friday night in Alexan-
dria. On Saturday 1 reached Fredericksburg,
and preached there on Sunday, administering the
rite of confirmation. On Monday I proceeded to
Richmond, and preached on Tuesday night in the
Monumental Church. On Wednesday morning
I left Richmond in the steamboat, and reached
Shirley, the seat of Mr. Hill Carter, in time to
n>eet a congregation at the old Wcstover Church
by 12 o'clock. This excellent building has been
neatly fitted up, and is now a decent and comfort-
able house of worship. A goodly number of fami-
lies, attached to our communion, assemble in the
church of their ancestors every other Sabbath,
under the ministry of one of the Alumni of our
seminary. On the following day I preached at the
Lower Church, which is a new building, erected
within the last two years. The friends of our
church in Charles City are able, and I believe
willing, henceforth to support a minister, and I

therefore regard this parish as one permanently
established. On Friday morning I again got into

the steamboat, and went as far as James City,
landing where Mr. Bassett's carriage was ready to

convey me to Williamsburg. 1 tarried four days
in Williamsburg, and preached or lectured eight
times, assisting also in the communion. My next
field of labour was Gloucester county, where I

preached five days in succession, twice at Abing-
don Church, and three tunes at Ware Church, ad-

ministering the communion and confirmation at

the latter place. On one of these occasions I was
called upon to perform the funeral ntes over the
remains of one of the most pure and pious of the
saints of God on earth, Mrs. Dr. Nelson of that
parish, who, from early youth, had been a hvely
specimen of the beauty of holiness. On the even-
ing of Saturday I preached to the servants at Dr.
Taliaferro's, and on the next evening lectuied at

Mr. Roy's, in Matthews county. On Monday
morning, through the great kindness and generos-
ity of Mr. Tompkins of that county, a packet was
ready to carry myself and Mr. Cole to the eastern
shore, which we reached in the course of the af-

ternoon, and were enabled to have a service at the
house of Mrs. Parker, in Eastville, the same night.

On the next day we had divine service, morn-
ing and evening, in the new church at Eastville.

On Wednesday morning I preached at Hungar's
Church, an old and venerable edifice. In the af-

ternoon at Bellhaven, and at night, in conjunction
with Mr. Cole, at Mr. Wyatt's. On Thursday we
passed into Accomack county, when I preached
at Pongoteague church, another venerable build-

ing, more than 130 years old, but still firm and in
good repair. Here I baptized four children, two-
whites and two colourecl. In the afternoon I dis-

coursed on confirmation, after a sermon from Mr.
Cole, and at night I preached at Onancock, some-
miles distant. On the following day I preached
again at Pongoteague, baptized one adult, conrtrm>-

ed five, and administered the communion. At night
I preached again to a full house at Mr. Bayne's. I
preached again on Saturday morning at the same
church, organized an Education Society, and in'

the afternoon proceeded to Judge Upshur's, in the
neighbourhood of Hungar's Church, where I again
preached on the following day, being the Sabbath,
and administered the communion. On the even-
ing of the same day I exhorted after Mr. Cole, at

Eastville, preached there the next day, and con-
firmed six persons. I was much encouraged by
the zeal of a goodly number of our remaining
friends in Northampton and Accomack, who de-
termined, by uniting their contributions, to secure
to themselves the services of a missionary, in ad-
dition to those which they already enjoy. I have
been pleased to hear that they have obtained the
object of their wishes. Having concluded my du-
ties on the eastern shore, I crossed the bay, and
reached Norfolk on Wednesday evening. On
Thursday I went to Suffolk, and preached there
that night, exhorted also the following night after

Mr. Boyden, who accompanied me to that place.
On Saturday I returned to Norfolk, and lectured at
the house of Mr. Pollard in the evening. In the
morning, which was the Sabbath, I preached for
Dr. Ducachet ; in the afternoon, for Mr. Wingfield,
at Portsmouth ; and at night, rcturningto Norfolk,
at St. Paul's, for Mr. Boyden. On Monday night
I again preached for Mr. Boyden, and leaving Nor-
folk the following day, spent the night at Old
Point, and preached to the officers and soldiers
stationed at that place. After this I returned
without delay, and reached home by the following
Sabbath. Since then I have taken no long journey,
nor performed much episcopal duty. I visited the
District during the winter, chiefly with the view
of attending the annual meeting of the American
Colonization Society. I spent one Sabbath in
Washington and Georgetown, and one in Alex-
andria. I have also visited Winchester twice, and
confirmed six persons ; Wicklifie once, confirmmg
two persons ; and Cool Spring, m Fauquier coun
ty, once, confirming five. On each of these occa-
sions (with one exception), I spent two days in

preaching and administering the Lord's Sapper.
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1 hive only to annex to this rapid narrative of my
episcopal labours, the few particulars occiiiriiig on
my journey to this place. I reached Luray, in

company with Mr. Wni. M. Jackson, on Tuesday,
the 13th, and preached there on the afternoon of
the day ; on the same evening 1 baptized a child
at the house of Mr. Blackford, and united in reli-

gious services with Mr. Jackson, at a schooihouse,
where worship is often held, for the benefit of the
workmen who are employed about the iron works
of Mr. Blackford.
On the following morning, before leaving that

place, I administered the rite of confirmation to

Mrs. Blackford, whose age and infirmity prevented
her attendance on any public place where that
office was performed. On the evening of the same
day we reached Col. Lewis's, in the neighbourhood
of Port Republic, and on the following morning
preached at that place.

On Saturday, the 17th, we reached the place in

which we are now assembled. On the following
day I accompanied the pastor of this congregation
to a new church about seven miles distant, when
I consecrated to the service of God a neat brick
edifice, which was not large enough to hold the
"numbers which desired admission. I preached
twice on that day to large assemblies of attentive
hearers. On the evening of the same I preached
to the servants at the house of Mr. Churchman.
On Monday morning, according to notice, 1 again
attended at the same interesting spot, whcm, after

a sermon from Mr. William Jackson, of I'Vederick
parish, I addressed them at some length on the
subject of confirmation ; and then, after an inter-

val of an hour, the house was again filled, when I

first preached, and then administered the rite of
confirmation to seventeen persons. This congre-
gation has been the child of many prayers and
much anxiety to its present and former pastor, and
may it realize all their fondest hopes and expecta-
tions.

Having thus rendered an account of my journey-
ings and public ministrations, it may not be im-
proper to mention two humble efforts made during
the interval of the above-mentioned visitation, to

promote the cause of religion in our church and
our land. In compliance with your request at our
last Convention, 1 have written and circulated a
pastoral letter on the very important duty of giving
religious instruction to our servants. I know the

difficulties of the task, but i know that both min-
isters and people are far too ready to magnify these
difficulties, and satisfy themselves with very insuf-

ficient excuses for its neglect. If the love of im-
mortal souls, which is the true spirit of Christ, did

but reign in our hearts as it ought to do, we should
be more apt to teach these our poor ignorant fel-

low-creatures, and less apt at finding out excuses
for our neglect of them. I commit the feeble effort

in their behalf to God and your consciences, ho-
ping that It may not be altogether in vain.

I have also just completed the publication of a

small book of family prayers, which I trust may
be an acceptable offering to God and to the Chris-

tian families under our charge. If the work shall

only induce one family to worship God which has
hitherto neglected it, or shall assist to the better

performance of this duty one which may already
have hved in the performance of this godly prac-

tice, I shall be abundantly rewarded for any labour
expended on the collection. If my brethren, after

exammation, shall approve the collection, they

will of course recommend its use to their congre-
gations.

And now, commending these my feeble endeav-
ours to the favour of Him without whom nothing

is holy, nothing is strong, I submit this record of

the same to my brethren and friends, and assure
them of my continued and increasing aflfection for
them all. W. Mk-^dk,

Assistant Bishop of Virginia.

On motion of Mr. Carter H. Harrison,

Resolved, That the secretary enter upon the
journal of this Convention the death of its late

secretary, John G. Williams.

Resolved, That while we bow with humility
to this afflictive dispensation of God, we cannot
but deplore it as one that has deprived the Con-
vention of the services of a faithful officer, the
church of a useful and devoted friend, and so-
ciety at large of a valuable member.

Resolved, lastly, That, in token of the syno-
pathy of this Convention in the bereavement
which the family of the deceased has sustained,
a copy of these resolutions be forwarded to them
by the secretary.

On motion of the Rev.Wm. G. H. Jones, Mr.
Alexander Garret was admitted to a seat in this

Convention as delegate from Fredericksville par-
ish, Albemarle county.

The business of the Convention was suspend-
ed, for the purpose of attending divine service
by the Rev. Mr. Smith, and a sermon by the
Rev. Mr. Cobbs.

After divine service Bishop Meade took the
chair. The parochial reports were received,

read, and referred to the committee on parochial

reports.

A petition was presented by the Rev. Will-
iam M. Jackson, from certain members and
friends of the Episcopal Church residing in

Berryville and its vicinity, to divide the parish

of Frederick so as to form another distinct one
therein, to be called " Wickhffe parish, Freder-
ick county."

On motion,

Resolved, That the prayer of the petitioners

be granted.

On motion of the Rev. William G. H. Jones,
Resolved, That this Convention continues to

feel a hvely interest in the temperance reforma-
tion.

Resolved, That each clergyman of this church
be, and is hereby requested, to insert in his re-

port to the next Convention such facts in refer-

ence to the temperance cause as he shall think,

promotive of such cause.

The Rev. Franklin G. Smith presented a
memorial from the vestry of St. Paul's Church,
which was read, and referred to the committee
on the state of the church.

And the Convention adjourned till to-morrow
morning, at 9 o'clock.

Friday, May 23, 1834.

The Convention met pursuant to adjourn--

ment, and was opened with prayer by liishop

Meade, who took the chair as president.

Mr. Philip Slaughter, a delegare from St.

Stephen's Church, Culpepper; Mr. Walter Coles,

from Abingdon parish, Gloucester county ; and

Mr. J. B. Breckenridge, from Ware parish,

Gloucester county, appeared and took their

seats.

The president read u letter from one of the
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professors of the University of Virginia : where-

upon the Rev. William G. H. Jones offered the

following preamble and resolution, which were
adopted, viz. :

—

Whereas a letter, addressed to a member of

this Convention by one of the professors of the

university, has been read to the same, in which
an earnest desire is expressed that a minister

of our communion may be obtained for the

purpose of performing religious services for the

benefit of the professors and students during

the ensuing session :— therefore,

Resolved, That this Convention does highly

approve the determination of the professors and
students to supply the university with ministe-

rial services by their own liberal contributions,

and wishes them the most abundant success.

Resolved, also. That this Convention would
take pleasure in seeing any of our ministers who
may be called to this station, taking part in so

praiseworthy an undertaking.

The president of the Convention called the

Rev. George Lemon to the chair, and retired.

On motion of the Rev. H. W. Ducachet, the

revised constitution and canons was made the

order of the day for the session immediately after

divine service.

The Rev. Charles Mann, from the committee
for examining the accounts of the treasurer of

the fund for the relief of the widows and or-

phans of deceased clergymen, made the follow-

ing report, which was read and accepted ;

—

The committee to whom was referred the ac-
counts of the treasurer of the society for the sup-
port of the widows and orphans of deceased cler-

gymen of the Protestant Episcopal Church, beg
leave to report, that they have examined the same,
and find them correct.

At the last session of this body, a committee was
formed with directions to publish and distribute

tlie constitution of this society, in connexion with
any information they might be able to obtain as to

its present state and future prospects. The chair-

man of this was also chairman of that committee,
and states, that the duty assigned them has been
performed, and the constitution of the society is

here for distribution among the clergy. The so-

ciety. It will be seen, is an association of individu-

als for their own benefit or that of their families,

and in no other way connected with the Conven-
tion than through the interest this body feels in

the welfare of the clergy and their families. The
committee would recommend to the clergy to be-

come subscribers at once to this institution, and
to sustain it with a systematic exertion such as its

importance demands. Deducting the amount of
slock in the Bank of Alexandria, the whole of
which the committee fear will be lost, there will

be the very important sum of .$7,701 40. If this

sum of $7,000 was yearly added to by a subscrip-

tion of only five dollars by each clergyman, it

might be shown, from the operations of societies

of this kind elsewhere, that a perfect security
would be afforded to each nieniber that his family,

in the event of his death, would have some small
provision made for their wants : a subscription of
iifteen or twenty dollars might and would secure
at least the necessaries of life for those who would
be otherwise destitute. The experience of other
diocesses should furnish an important lesson to

the clergy of this. In many of them, a subscriber
for a few years to an institution like this, may rest

assured that a provision, much more ample than
he could make in any other way, has been secured
to his family. In Maryland many cases have oc-
curred where an annuity of $100 per annum has
been secured, with an equal sum from the dispo-

sable funds of the society. In Pennsylvania and
New-York still more important provisions have
been made for the families of clergymen, and by
thefc own exertions ; and all these societies were
once as feeble as this. The committee trust the
clergy will no longer neglect this, but determine
hereafter to give it the attention it deserves.

C. Mann, Chairman.

The funds are as follows

:

—
106 shares of Farmers' Bank of Alex-

andria stock, at par, - - $5,300 00
Five shares of Alexandria Bank stock,

at par, .... i,000 00
One share of Bank of Virginia stock, 100 00
Note and bond bearing interest of six

per cent., .... 2,200 00
Cash on hand, - - - - 161 46

$8,761 46

A claim against the estate of Robert
Andrews, not in the hands of the

treasurer, with interest from 30th

April, 1829, - - - . $399 23

Whereupon it was
Resolved, That the clergy be requested to

meet in the lecture-room of this church to-mor-

row morning, at 8 o'clock, to reorganize the

society, and to take such measures as they deem
expedient to promote its interests.

On motion of the Rev. Mr. Cobbs, the follow-

ing preamble and resolution were adopted :

—

Whereas the assistant bishop of this diocess,

in consequence of his frequent and long journeys

in discharge of the duties of the episcopate, is

under the necessity of employing an assistant in

his parish, to whom the half of his salary as

rector is appropriated :—therefore,

Resolved, That the treasurer be directed to

pay annually to the assistant bishop, out of the

contingent fund, the sura of three hundred dol-

lars, besides paying the necessary expenses in-

curred in the discharge of his episcopal duties.

The Rev. Thomas Jackson, from the commit-
tee for examining the treasurer's account, pre-

sented the following report, which was read and
accepted :

—

The committee appointed to examine the treas-

urer's account beg leave respectfully to report, that
they have performed that duty, and, upon a com-
parison of the several items with the accompany-
ing vouchers, find all correct. Among the exhibits
they find two $5 notes returned as counterfeit,

which are submitted to the Convention to be dis-

posed of. The balance on hand, as per account,
IS $089 74 J, of which sum $15 74 is the balance
remaining in the hands of the treasurer of the fund
lor the support of the bishop, leaving $074 for the
contingent fund. Thomas Jackson.

The Rev. C. W. Andrews, from the com-
niiltee to whom was referred the account of the

treasurer of the Protestant Episcopal Mission-

ary Society of Virginia, reported the same cor-

rect.
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Resolved, That the Convention do now pro-

ceed to consider and determine where the next
Convention of the church in this dioccss shall

be held.

A discussion of this subject ensued, which
continued till the business of the Convention
was suspended, for the purpose of attending di-

vine service by the Rev. Dr. Keith, and a ser-

mon by the Right Rev. Bishop Meade.
After divine service the president took the

chair ; when, on motion, the Convention adjourn-

ed until 4 o'clock this afternoon.

Frid-^y afternoon.—The Convention met
pursuant to adjournment. Mr. Edward C. Mar-
shall, a delegate from Leeds parish, Fauquier
county, appeared and took his seat.

On motion of the Rev. Franklin G. Smith,
the order of the day was suspended, for the pur-

pose of taking up and disposing of the unfinished

business. The discussion having continued for

some time, it was, on motion.

Resolved, That the next annual Convention

of this diocess be held in the town of Lynch-
burg, on the third Wednesday in May, 1835.

Mr. James K. Marshall, a delegate from St.

James's Church, Warrenton, Fauquier county,

appeared and took his seat.

The Convention then proceeded to the order

of the day. The Right Rev. Bishop Meade,
from the committee appointed at the last Con-
vention to revise and alter the constitution and
canons of the church of this diocess, laid their

report before the Convention.

Upon motion made and seconded, the reading

of the report, article by article, was commenced

;

when, upon motion of Rev. Dr. Empie, the or-

der of the day was again suspended, for the pur-

pose of receiving a memorial upon the subject

of the order of the day from Bruton parish.

The said memorial having been read and laid

upon the table, the consideration of the order

of the day was resumed, and, after a short debate,

the Convention adjourned until to-morrow morn-

ing, at 9 o'clock.

Saturday, May 24, 1834.

The Convention met pursuant to adjourn-

ment, and was opened with prayer by the Right

Rev. Bishop Meade, who took the chair as pres-

ident.

The committee on parochial reports made the

following report,which was read and accepted :

—

The committee to whom were referred the pa-

rochial reports, herewith return the same, abridged

and condensed, to be entered on the journal. They
have also prepared an abstract, exhibiting at one

view the state of the church, so far as the defect-

ive character of many reports will permit. From
many parishes enjoying the stated services of the

church, no reports have been received ; and of

those referred to them, many appear to have been

drawn iip without any reference to the prescribed

form. They would therefore respectfully recom-

mend that a similar form be again published, and

that in future the names of those clergymen who
neglect to fulfil the requisitions of the first section

of the fifty-first canon of the General Convention,

be spread upon the journals.

By order of the committee,
Charles Dresser, Chairman.

U

Christ Church, Lancaster county. Ephraim
Adaifis, rector. Communicants, added two, died
three, susjjended one, present number thirty-three
—baptisms, infants (principally coloured), thirty-

five—funerals six. Amount collected for the dif-

ferent institutions connected with the church,
$206 61.

Shelburne parish, Lecsburg, Loudoun county.
George Adie, rector. Communicants, added six,

removed four, died two, total seventy-one—bap-
tisms, white infants twelve, coloured infants four,

total sixteen—marriages five—funerals six—fami-
lies about forty.

Connect(!d with this church there is a flourish-

ing Sunday School, numbering about one hundred
and twenty white scholars, and about thirty col-

oured ; the coloured scholars being taught orally.

Also a Bible class, the members of which are all

Sunday School teachers. Also a Missionary So-
ciety, Mite Society, and Sewing Society, which
are doing much for the cause of religion and be-

nevolence. The present rector officiates every
Sunday in St. James's, except the second in the

month. He preaches also once a fortnight to a
large and attentive coloured congregation, who
occupy the church in the afternoon ; and has
reason to hope his labours have been blessed

among them.
Upperville. Communicants, added five, total

fourteen—confirmations ten—families fourteen.

The congregation here are engaged in building

a handsome little church, in the Gothic order.

Prospects seem to be encouraging. The present

minister has been ofl^iciating here on the morning
of the second Sunday in the month. There is a
Sunday School here also.

Middleburg and Aldie. Communicants, added
two, total twelve— baptisms, white infants four,

coloured twelve, total sixteen—one marriage

—

families ten. There is a Sunday School at each

of these places.

The present rector officiates in the afternoon of

the second Sunday in the month in the former

place, and in the evening at the latter.

Frederick parish, Frederick county. There are

four churches in this parish, and two mimsters,

besides the assistant bishop.

Communicants one hundred and twenty-five,

seven added during the last year.

Baptisms seventeen—burials three—marriages
four—Sunday Schools three—scholars one hun-

dred and twenty. One parish library, one hundred

and twenty volumes. Regular places of preach-

ing five. Contributions to the Virginia Bible So-

ciety last year about $550 ; contributions to the

Education Society about S250 ; to the Coloni-

zation Society, S350; to the Greek Mission,

$!100. There are also in the parish two flourish-

ing Temperance Societies.

To the above statement it may be added, that

each of the ministers preaches regularly to the

coloured persons, sometimes in the churches, and

at other tunes in private houses. The attendance

of our congregations is generally good, and the

state of religion, if not so warm and zealous as

could be desired, yet such as to give encourage-

ment to the ministers to hope that their labour is

not in vain in the Lord.

In addition to the statement above, U may be

proper to state, that one of the Education Socie-

ties has established a scholarship in the Theologi-

cal Seminary, called the Wicklifle scholarship.

Russell parish, Bedford county. N. H. Cobbs,

rector. Communicants, added seven, removed

seven, died four, total ninety-six—baptisms, of

adults three, of white children thirteen, ol colour-

ed children seven, total twenty three—marriage
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ten—burials ten. The number of Episcopal fami-

lie.s about sixty.

Although the parish has sustained a severe loss

by deaths and removals, and although during the

past year the additions to the communion have

been few in number, yet the rector cherishes the

belief that the general interests of the church are

not discouraging. The preaching of the gospel

is uniformly listened to with devout attention, and
the distinctive principles of the church are becom-

ing more generally known and more cordially

adopted. The rector is also encouraged by the

prospect of being useful in. his ])reaching to the

coloured people, for whose benefit he holds a

second service on each Sunday. When he com-
menced his labours, a few years ago, among this

too much neglected people, he doubted whether
they could ever be brought to be interested in the

liturgy ; but he now finds from experience, that,

ignorant and uneducated as they are, they may be

taught to unite in a considerable portion of the

worship of the church, particularly in the general

confession, the Lord's prayer, the creed, and the

ante-communion service. And he is now fully

convinced that one of the most direct and eflicient

means of building them up in the pure faith of the

gospel, will be to instruct them in the forms and
services of the church. Indeed, the rector can
truly say, that he never duly appreciated the value

and importance of forms of prayer till he began
his feeble labours among the coloured people.

Abingdon and Ware parishes. Gloucester coun-
ty. John Cole, rector. Communicants, added
two, removed one, died three, total thirty-six

—

baptisms, infants ten, viz., white eight, coloured
two—confirmations ten—marriages six, one col-

oured—funerals nine—number of famihes thirty-

seven.

Antrim parish, Halifax county. Charles Dres-
ser, rector. Communicants, added five, total forty-

three—baptisms, of adults four, of children ten,

total fourteen—marriages four—funerals seven,

of these four were of coloured persons—Sunday
Schools two, containing together upwards of one
hundred scholars—families attached to the church
thirty-five, containing about one hundred and fifty

persons, though not all baptized. During the

greater part of the year a second service has been
held on Sunday, chiefly for the benefit of the col-

cured population. A growing interest in the reli-

gious improvement of this part of the community
is manifest. One gentleman designs building a

chapel exclusively for the benefit of his servants.

Camden parish, Pittsylvania county. Commu-
nicants, added one, died one, total eleven—bap-

tisms, of adults one, of children six, total seven

—

one funeral.

The number of families attached to the church
in this county is small. By the labours of a zeal-

ous and active missionary, it is believed they would
soon be increased. Few parts of the state can
more properly be considered missionary ground.

Christ Church, Norfolk, Elizabeth River parish.

Henry W. Ducachet, rector. Communicants,
added fifteen, removed four, died seven, with-
drawn one, present total two hundred and thirty-

five—baptisms, adults five, viz., white four, col-

oured one ; infants forty-nine, viz., white forty-six,

coloured three, total fifty-four—marriages thirteen

—funerals, adults thirteen, children eleven, total

twenty-four. The number of families in so large

a congregation cannot be accurately ascertaincul,

but they are estimated at about three hundred.
The amount of money collected for various reli-

gious and charitable objects is about .1}!1,500. A
parish library has been begun, agreeably to the
recommendation of the last Convention.

Bruton parish, Williamsburg. A. Empie, rec-

tor. Communicants, removed one, died two, ad-

ded three ; whites sixty-one, coloured two; total

sixty-three—baptisms, white infants seven, col-

oured four, total eleven—marriages, white four,

coloured two, total six—funerals, parishioners
eight, strangers five, total thirteen—families forty-

eight, adults one hundred and three, children
eighty-two, total one hundred and eighty-five

—

catechumens twenty—scholars in Sunday School
forty, teachers in the same six—members in

the Female Bible class thirty-one— contributions,
Contingent Fund, .$15; episcopal services, $5;
Church Missionary Society of this state, $20;
Virginia Bible Society, $217 91. Benevolent so-

cieties, Bible, Tract, and Missionary Society, La-
dies' Working Society.

By means of fairs and subscriptions, about S~00
have been raised towards procuring an organ.
The parish library has increased from one hun-
dred and forty-seven to one hundred and seventy-

one volumes, and there are about two hundred
volumes in the Sunday School library. There
are only two coloured persons belonging to the
congregation, and these two are communicants.
When Dr. Wilmer took charge of the congrega-
tion in 1826, he found but twenty communicants.
His successor in 1827 found thirty, and for two
years past the number has been sixty-three. The
rector officiated regularly once a month at Hick-
ory Neck Church, m James City, until last Sep-
tember, since which time, owing to the condition

of his health and eyes, that service has been dis-

continued. God willing, it shall soon be resumed.
St. Andrew's, Brunswick county, and Bath,

Dinwiddle county. John Grammer, jr., rector.

Communicants added, two white and one colour-

ed, three, died one, total forty-nine—baptisms, in-

fants, eight white, three coloured, total eleven

—

marriages eight— funerals, white six, coloured
twelve, total eighteen—number of families about
twenty-four.

Collected for different institutions connected
with the church, viz. :—Missionary Society, $70 ;

Theological Seminary, $76 ; Education Society,
§40 ; assessment for bishop, $7 ; Convention Fund,
S23 50 ; donation for indigent students, $50 ; total,

$206 50.

The spiritual condition of these parishes pre-
sents nothing particularly worthy of report. But
while the rector mourns over the slow progress
which Scripture piety, enlightened zeal, and
Christian love are making among the members of
his flock, he is constiamed with shame to fear

that the cause may be found in the languor of his

own zeal, and the inadequacy of his own exer-
tions. For the convenience of many members of
each congregation, an effort is making for provi-

ding a place of worship nearly central to the pres^

ent churches ; and it is hoped, that when greater
facilities are afforded for attendance upon the ordi-

nances of the gospel, their administration will be
accompanied by effects more sanctifying and per-
ceptible.

St. Stephen's Church, Culpepper county. A.
H. Lamon, rector. Communicants, added eight,

removed two, present number fifty-one—baptisms,
adults one, children five—confirmations ten—one
marriage—funerals five.

No material change has taken place in the
spiritual condition of this congregation since the
last Convention. There is connected with the
church a Sunday School of about thirty scholars.

A scholarship has been established in the Sem-
inary of Virginia, and the first payment made. The
vestry are making arrangements for the purchase
of a parsonage, and the permanent location of a



CONVENTION OF 1834. 307

tiiinister among Ihetn. Thrre is prpaching once
ti month to a large and attentive congregation of

coloured persons.

Brooiiilield parish, Madison county. Commu-
nicants, added eleven, removed two, present num-
ber tliirty-nine, one of whom is a coloured person
—baplisins, ten chddren—marriages two—con-

firmed twenty-two.
In this parish the prospects for extending the

church are becoming better. The prejudices ex-

isting against us where the church was known
only through evil report, have been in a great de-

gree removed, and now our ministrations are at-

tended with greater interest.

We have a Sunday School of about twenty
scholars, in connexion with the church. Contri-

butions have been made to the Education and
Missionary Societies. Preaching once a month
for the special benefit of the coloured population

Christ Church, Winchester. J. E. Jackson,

rector. But few changes have occurred in this

congregation during the past year. The benevo-

lent societies have received more attention and

better support than for many previous years. The
Ladies' Society of Industry have made their pas-

tor a patron of the Domestic and Foreign Mis-

sionary Society, and of the Education Society.

There have been also liberal contributions from

the other societies of the congregation to the

General Missionary Society of our church. Infant

Schools in Greece, the Education Society, Sun-

day Schools, and for erecting an Episcopal church

in Monrovia.
During the past year there have been eleven

added to the communion ; one member has died,

seven have removed, and one remains suspended,

leaving the present number of communicants one

hundred and eight—baptisms live, coloured two,

total seven—marriages six—deaths five—confirm-

ed six. The congregation at Mill Creek contin-

ues very interesting ; there are forty-two communi-
cants—one marriage—baptisms five—deaths two.

Trinity Church and Trinity Chapel, Augusta

parish. W. G. Jackson, rector. Communicants,

added twenty-five, removed three, total seventy

—

baptisms, adults two, children twenty-eight,

white, total thirty—confirmations seventeen

—

marriages, seven white and three coloured, total

ten— funerals three—number of families sixty,

adults one hundred and eighty, infants two hun-

dred and forty. The rector would state that,

owing to the peculiar state of this infant church,

his people have done but little for those various

benevolent institutions which call for the prayers

and pecuniary assistance of all. During the past

year the chapel has been neatly finished by the

commendable zeal of its members and friends, at

an expense of upwards of S^TOO. The ladies of

Trinity Church, by their untiring perseverance

and mdustry, have raised during the past year

$500 towards liquidating the debt of this church.

Norborne parish, Berkeley county. W. P. C.

Johnson, rector. Communicants, died one, re-

moved five, added one, total one hundred and

nineteen—baptisms, four adults and thirty-three

children, total thirty-seven—confirmed thirty-two

marriages eleven—funerals five—contributions

to benevolent objects during the past year, $103

75.

St. Thomas's Church, Orange courthouse.

Wm. G. H. Jones, rector. The rector takes

pleasnre in informing this Convention that his

congregation have erected a new and very neat

church, which, it is hoped and believed, will be

ready for consecration about the last of July or

the first of August. The expense of the house

will be about $3,000. The Sunday School is m a

U2

better condition than when last reported, and
numbers thirty scholars. The coloured popu-
lation still continue to receive regular atten-

tion from the rector. The ladies have nearly

completed a subscription for one scholarship at

the Theological Seminary of Virginia. There is

no doubt of its speedy completion. There is a
Temperance Society m this" parish, numbering
about three hundred members. Confirmed fif-

teen. This congregation may be considered as

having been reorganized last year, when tiie rec-

tor found nine communicants. Keported to the

last ('onvention twenty-six, present number
thirty-four, one dead, one removed—baptisms, in-

fant, seven^marriages six—funerals eleven

—

Episcopal families thirty-two.

Walker's Church, Albemarle and Free Union,
Louisa. (Combined.) These churches receive

services once a month. They are sufficiently

near for mutual attendance. Present number of

communicants in both nineteen, two dead—bap-

tisms, infant, six—families twelve.

The rector of Hamilton and Leeds parishes,

Fauquier, reports the addition of five to the num-
ber of communicants ; the whole number of com-
municants is between sixty and seventy—con-

firmations five—baptisms about ten—marriages

fourteen-funerals eight. 'I'here is a Female
Education Society and a Female Colonization

Society in Hamilton parish, which continue to

contribute something to their respective objects.

From Leeds parish about $200 are contributed

amiually to rehgious and charitable objects. It

is hoped that a new church will be begun, if not

finished, during the present year, in this parish.

There is a Temperance Society in each parish.

Geo. Lemon.
The late rector of Christ Church, Alexandria,-

Fairfax parish, having been induced to resign it,

under a conviction that he could better promote

the interests of religion by endeavourmg to sus-

tain the " Society for Educating pious Young Men
for the Ministry of the Episcopal Church," and (o

complete the plans of the church in reference to

the Theological Seminary of the diocess, would

now report to the Convention that the past year

has not been so productive of those fruits which a

Christian minister and a Christian people would

desire, as the former years of his labours among
them. In July past the assistant bishop held a

confirmation in Alexandria, at which time seven

persons of this congregation were confirmed, five

of whom were subsequently admitted to the com-

munion, two having been previously admitted to

that ordinance ; two of the communicants have

died, two have removed to another congregation

—one adult has been baptized, and thirty-five in-

fants, of whom twenty-three were white, and

twelve coloured—there have been four marriages,

and twelve funerals. The Sunday School con-

tains about the same numtier of scholars as was
reported last year, and some hundred volumes of

valuable books have been added to its library.

Two Bible classes, one male and one female, are

still maintained, through the kindness of gentle-

men belonging to the 'I'heological Seminary, and

the benevolent societies have been supported as

usual. And a Bishop Moore's scholarship is about

being established, a part of the fund having been

already received. Soon alter the last Convention,

the rector established a meeting for coloured per-

sons on one evening of each week, which was

tolerably well attended, until his engagements

with the Education Society and Theological Semi-

nary, added to the duties of the parish, made it

impossible for him to carry it on. The state of

religion m the Episcopal and all other churches in
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the town seems much less cheering than for

years past furnishing a subject of deep regret to

the pious part of the community.
St. George's Church, t'redencksburg. Edward

C. M'Guire, rector. From various causes, the
number of communicants has dmnnishe(i, though
it is not believed that the piety or zeal of the peo-
ple has declined. Our religious and benevolent
societies received their usual share of attention.

Through our Sunday Schools and Bible classes,

we endeavour faithfully to sow the good seed of the
divine word, while our Auxiliary Missionary and
Education Societies are labouring to advance the
mportant interests contemplated in their forma-
tion. The Prayer antl Tract Society is yet highly
useful in its operations. Our Female Missionary
Society is alone inelTicient, and that altogether from
the extreme difficulty of procuring missionaries.

Something has been done of late for the spiritual

improvement of our coloured population. The
time seems to have arrived with us for successful
efforts in their behalf Recent endeavours to in-

struct them by preaching have been attended by
tlie most encouraging indications of usefulness.
The word preached has been most gladly re-

ceived, and much gratitude expressed for the sym-
pathy of the church, and her care for them in their

destitute and neglected condition.

Baptisms twenty-five—communicants one hun-
dred and sixty—marriages eight—funerals twelve.

St. Anne's and South Farnham parishes, Essex
county. John P. M'Guire, rector. St. Anne's,
communicants, one coloured, total thirty-four

—

baptisms, white infants nine, coloured one, total

ten—marriages three—funerals six.

South Farnham. Communicants twenty—bap-
tisms, white infants three, coloured fifteen, total

eighteen—marriages three— funerals two.
St. Mary's parish, Carohne county. Communi-

cants tifteen.

Lunenburg parish, Richmond county. Com-
municants twenty-nine—baptisms, white adults
one, white infants four, coloured one, total six

—

funerals four.

The number of families cannot, for several
causes, be now stated with any degree of accuracy.
Amount collected for the different institutions

connected with the church, part of which was re-

ceived immediately previous to the last Conven-
tion, but not before reported, ^319 20.

Amount collected and subscribed in St. Anne's
parish for the Virginia Bible Society, after a ser-

mon by the Rev. Wm. M. Atkinson, its general
agent, :i?144 97.

Since the last Convention, " Associations for

the promotion of Christianity" through the insti-

tutions of the church have been formed in all the
above parishes ; those in the two first are perfectly

organized. There is also in St. Anne's a " Fe-
male Association," designed to co-operate with
the more general one. The services heretofore
performed in St. Mary's parish, Caroline county,
are still, by God's help, continued. The church
at Port Royal is now under contract, and to be
finished during the current year. Lunenburg
parish, with two others in its immediate neighbour-
hood, have secured the services of the Rev. G. VV.

Nelson. The new church now being erected, and
the old one in Farnham parish which is repairing,

will probably be finished this year.

Lunenburg and Farnham parishes, Richmond
county. The rector has so recently taken charge
of these parishes, that he can only report that they
present an interesting and encouraging field of
labour; and thai ho humbly trusts, should he be
spared to another Convention, to be able, through
the blessing of Providence, to pl-esent a more par-

ticular and interesting report. In addition to the««

two parishes, he has under his charge the Ycomico
Church, in the county of Westmoreland.

G. W. Nelson.
Cumberland parish, Lunenburg county. C. C.

Taliaferro, rector. Communicants twenty-six,

added ten, died one—baptisms, infant, four—mar-
riages two—funerals four. Notwithstanding my
labours have been somewhat interrupted by sick-

ness, &c., the state of the church gives just cause
of gratitude to its friends. 1 have Bible class

and Sunday School instructions going on in both
ends of my parish, by which there is a promise of

much good. The spirit of missions and of general
benevolence is on the increase. The ladies are

doing what they can for the support of missionary
operations, by their Working Society, &c. We
have formed a scholarship at .$75 for three years,
for the education of some young men for the min-
istry. The Colonization Society has some well-
wishers and supporters among us. I have nearly
completed a subscription, on Gerrit Smith's plan,
of raising .$100 for ten years, "by twenty persons
paying five each year. St. John's Church has
made me life member of the A. T. Society, by pay-
ing .$20. The cause of temperance also finds sui>-

porters from our communion. For the last six

months 1 have paid renewed attention to the col-

oured people of my neighbourhood, preaching on
the afternoon of every other Wednesday and Sun-
day, with the most pleasing prospect of success.
The masters of the servants feel the duty of provi-

ding for their spiritual welfare so great, that they
contemplate building a church expressly for them.
Westover parish, Charles City county. Alex.

Norris, rector. The reorganization of this parish
commences with the present year. Communi-
cants eighteen—baptisms, infants, three white and
five coloured, total eight—confirmations four—mar-
riages two—funerals si.x—families about nineteen.
Collected for the Colonization Society $36—for

the Missionary Society .$10—Bible Society $5

—

Education Society $5, total $5G.
Since May last, with the exception of about six

weeks' absence on a visit to North Carolina, I have
regularly officiated in two churches in this parish,
preaching alternately at each on Sundays in the
morning, and preaching to the servants, sometimes
in the morning before going to church, and in the
afternoon, either at church or on their estates. I

have also preached to a free coloured congregation
every other Saturday. What good has been done,
time and eternity will show.
While present appearances are such as to call

for much humility and prayer, it is just to say, that
we have been occasionally relieved from feelings
of despair, and have been incited to hope that good
has been and may be done in this parish.

St. Paul's Church, Norfolk parish. Ebenezer
Boyden, rector. Communicants, added twenty-
eight—removed three—died five, total forty-five
baptisms, adults three, infants thirteen, total six-
teen—marriages four—funerals ten—contributions
to missions and other benevolent objects, $200.
The rector has met the servants of the congre-

gation weekly on the Sabbath, to instruct them in
religion, and has felt encouraged by their attend-
ance and seriousness. A good organ has been ob-
tained for the church, and the prospects of the
congregation are generally encouraging

St. Paul's Church, Lynchburg. F. G. Smith,
rector. A parish association has been organized
during the past year to raise and appropriate
funds for Domestic Missions, Foreign Missions,
the Sunday School, and parochial library. This
association promises to be highly useful.

Communicants, removed nine—deceased three,
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'Added fourteen, present number sixty-four—mar-
riages three—baptisms, of adults three, of infants
thirteen—funerals seven.

Trinity Church, Portsmouth parish, Norfolk
county. Jno. H.Wmgfield, rector. Marriages nine—baptisms, of infants sixteen—communicants, ad-
ded two, removed one, died four, tolal thirty-seven
—funerals si.vteen—families sixty—adults one
hundred and seventy—children one hundred and
ten—Sunday School teachers eight—scholars
forty.

A parish library has been commenced, which
•contains at present more than one hundred vol-

umes ; and a class formed for the study of Jack-
son's Lessons on the Morning Services of the
Church.
There is a Temperance Society in this parish

numbering about two hundred members, and con-
tinually increasing.

Christ Church, Richmond. Geo. Woodbridge,
rector. Communicants, added twenty-five, remo-
ved seven, died three, total seventy-eight—bap-
tisms, of adults eight, of infants ten.

There have been twelve confirmations, four
marriages, and seven funerals.

There have been transmitted during the past
year $100 to the Domestic and Foreign Mission-
ary Society of our church, and §50 to the Amer-
ican Tract Society, to be appropriated to the Epis-
.copal Mission in Greece.

There have been collected f 159 for the support
of the Sunday Schools connected with Christ
Church, and a small sum for the purpose of forming
a parish library.

The Sunday Schools connected with the church
are in a flourishing condition. Besides the school
at the church, which has been divided into a male
and female department, there has been one estab-

lished in connexion with the church at a distance

from it, which promises to be a useful auxiliary.

During the last year I preached to the coloured

people a few times, but circumstances occurred to

prevent regular services. Arrangements have,

however, now been made by the- Episcopal Church
of Richmond, to preach regularly to them m the

lecture-room of the Monumental Church.
Lexington parish, Amherst county, and Nelson

parish. Nelson county. C. H. Page, rector.

Communicants, added six, died one, total number
sixty-eight—baptisms about twenty, viz. : eight

whites, twelve coloured ^marriages six—funerals

eleven. Sunday Schools are established in the

neighbourhood of all the churches except one.

A society for the promotion of temperance and

z F"emale Bible Society have been organized in

New-Glasgow. Contributions have been made to

the Colonization Society, to the Foreign and Do-
mestic Missionary Society, and to the Education
Society.

Preaching at long intervals to the different con-

gregations of my charge, and leading the life of a

missionary rather than of a pastor, I am often de-

prived of the opportunity of nurturing good im-

pressions, which, with the aid of private counsel

and exhortation, might become fixed and perma-
nent.

A commodious brick church has been built in

the neighbourhood of Lovmgston, in which it is

hoped and prayed that many souls may be born to

glory and to God. There are some in the congre-

gations serious, but they are not fully satisfied

that they ought to confess Christ publicly. For
the benefit of the coloured population, regular ser-

vices are held in the churches upon the Lord's

day, and occasional services in private houses.

St. Martin's parish, Hanover and Louisa coun-

ties.' John Cook, rector. Communicants, re-

moved four, died one, total fifty-eight—baptisms,
of white infants three, coloured three, total six

—

marriages two—funerals seven—families forty

—

adults one hundred and twenty-five, infants one
hundred—collected for benevolent objects, .?300.

This jiarish was reorganized about the year 1812,
but never enjoyed the advantages of a settled
ministry until about 1816, since which time
it has had almost uninterrupted services to the
present. The present rector has no means of as-
certaining the number of coinmunicarils at that
time, but presumes they were very few. When
he took charge of it, in 1825, there were forty-one,

since which time fifty have been added. The sev-
eral benevolent societies heretofore reported are
still in operation, but, I regret to add, some of them
arc not so active as formerly.

St. Paul's Church, Alexandria. J. T. Johnson,
rector. Communicants, added six, removed four,

died four, total one hundred an<i forty—baptisms,
one while aiiiilt and thirty-three mlants, total thir-

ty-four—marriages three—funerals eight—amount
collected for the different institutions of the church,
exclusive of .$500 in part payment of a new organ,

$172 50. For general fund, now transmitted, -1*25.

The rector has been in charge of this church
since the 20th of October last. He has every
reason, however, to rejoice in its present state

and prospects. Thus far the congregation has
been increasing. The institutions connected with
the church are flourishing, particularly the Sun-
day School, which numbers on its list two hun-
dred and four scholars, eleven male and seventeen
female teachers, and two male superintendents.

The average attendance is about one hundred
and fifty.

Although but few communicants have been
added, yet the rector has assurance that the work
of grace is going on. Many who have not yet

made an open profession, have been led by the
Spirit to a serious communing with their own
hearts, which, he trusts and prays, will ultimately

result in the conviction, that " Christ is the power
of God to salvation."

St. John's Church, Hampton. Mark L. Che-
vers, rector. Communicants, removed one, died

one, total ten—marriages six—baptisms, six in-

fants—funerals seven—collected for the contin-

gent fund, $0—bishop's episcopal services, •*2.

The church at Old Point Comfort. Communi-
cants, added five, removed two, died one, total

fifteen—marriages nine—baptisms, eight infants

—

funerals fourteen—Sunday School teachers five

—

scholars about forty—collected for the bishop's

episcopal services, $5.

A regular weekly service is held at this place,

for the particular benefit of coloured persons,

which is not only numerously attended, but ap-

pears to be highly appreciated. Some who a

short time since seemed to be careless and indif-

ferent spectators, now take a lively interest in re-

ligious exercises. And of some few we believe it

may be said, with gratitude to God, "they have

found peace" in believing in Jesus Christ.

St. Paul's parish. King George county. Zacha-

riah H. Goldsmith, rector. Baptisms seven-
marriages four— funerals five—communicants thir-

ty-four.

Brunswick parish. Baptisms eleven—marria-

ges three—funerals two—one communicant with-

drawn, one removed, total eleven.

St. .Margaret's parish, and Grace Church, St.

Mary's parish. William Friend, rector. Commu-
nicants, added six, removed two, died one, total

forty-eight—baptisms two—confirmations five

—

marriages two— funerals, while six, coloured

twelve.
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The rector finds it difficult to report precisely

the number of'laniilies under his pastoral charge,

for many contain members of different denoinma-
tior<s. Those of which he is exclusively the pas-

tor amount to about thirty. There are two Sun-
day Schools, one Bible class, one Temperance
Society, containing about seventy members, one
Bible Society, auxiliary to the '• Bible Society of

Virginia."

The rector reports that a brick church has been
built during the past year, in St. Mary's parish,

\vhich was cunsecraied in April last by the Right
Rev. Bishop Moore. A vestry has been chosen,

and the church is now organized in this parish.

In St. Margaret's parish the old church has been
thoroughly repaired during the past year. At the

Bowling Green the materials are provided and
contracts are made for the erection of a brick

church the present year. Systematic etibrts are

now being made for the religious instruction of the
slaves.

Bristol parish, Petersburg. Andrew Syme, rec-

tor. The number of comimmicants of thj^ parish

is seventy, ten of whom have been added since

last Convention, seven have removed, four have
died ; there have been seven baptisms, all white

;

there have been no confirmations for more than
three years ; there have been si.x marriages, four-

teen funerals. The number of families is about
eighty; the number of children not ascertained.

The I'emale association, denominated the " Wil-
mer Education Society," have transmitted to

Alexandria the sum of ^140, the produce of their

labour since last Convention ; nineteen dollars

have been collected for the Colonization Society.

The Sunday School is in a prosperous condition,

there being some excellent teachers engaged in

promoting its success. The prospects of the

church are encouraging ; the attendance on the

ordinary ministrations on the Lord's day is gener-

ally very good. 'l"he incumbent being far ad-

vanced in life, the congregation, with great liberal-

ity, have adopted measures to support an assistant

A young clergyman from New-York has been en-

gaged for that purpose. He is very acceptable to

the people, and it is hoped, by the blessmg of God,
much good will redound to all concerned.

Berkeley parish, Louisa county. There have
been no additions to the number of communicants
the last year. The few families attached to our
communion are anxious to obtain the services of a
minister. A small church, we hope, will be ready
for consecration in a few weeks. Collected for

bishop's assistant fund, $1 12 ; contingent fund,

$3 88. Ed. Berkeley, Delegate.
Botetourt parish, Botetourt county. Communi-

cants, added three, removed two, died three, total

thirteen ; the number of Episcopal families can
hardly be positively stated.

The delegate reports to the Convention that

this parish is at present without a clergyman. He
is, however, gratified to say, that one is confident-

ly expected in a few months to reside in the par-

ish as a regular pastor, for whose comfortable sup-
port an adequate provision has already been made.
The delegate thinks that in no part of the diocess
ere there better materials for the building up of
the church than m Botetourt county ; evidently
within a few years a kind feeling towards the

church has been steadily increasing and strenglh-

emng among a large portion of the community.
Thomas N. Burwell, Delegate.

The committee appointed to examine the
state of the fund for the permanent support of

the episcopate of this diocess. presented the fol-

lowing report, which was read and accepted, viz.

:

Since the last Convention, there has been
added to the shares of the stock of the Farmers'

Bank seven shares, so that there is in stocks of

the Farmers' and Alexandria Banks, at the par

value of the shares, - - - $6,200 00
Cash in hand, waiting for an oppor-

tunity to invest it in stocks of

either the Farmers' or Potomac
Bank, - - - - - 112 GO

$6,312 00
(Signed,) Edmund J. Lee.

The Convention proceeded to the election,

by ballot, of a standing committee of the church

in this diocess for the ensuing year ; where-
upon the following gentlemen were duly elect-

ed, viz. : the Rev. Reuel Keith, D. D., Rev.
Charles Mann, Rev. Henry W. Ducachet, M. D.,

]\Ir. John Gray, Mr. R. W. Downman, and Mr,
Alexander Garrett.

And to an election, by ballot, of eight delegates

to represent this diocess in the next General

Convention of the Protestant Episcopal Church
in the United States of America: whereupon
the following gentlemen were duly elected, viz. ;

Rev. Henry W. Ducachet, M. D., Rev. N. H.
Cobbs, Rev. Reuel Keith, D. D., Rev. Adam
Empie, D. D., Mr. Thomas Marshall, Mr. Wm.
H. M'Farland, Mr. Edward Colston, and Mr.

John Nelson.

On motion of Mr. John H. Peyton,

Resolved, That the thanks of this Conven-
tion be presented to the Right Rev. Assistant

Bishop, for his very impressive and appropriate

sermon upon the subject of temperance, deliv-

ered on yesterday, and that he be respectfully

requested to furnish a- copy thereof for publica-

tion.

The report of the board of trustees of the Theo-
logical School of Virginia, together with that of
their treasurer, were read and accepted, viz. :

—

In submitting their annual report to the Con-
vention, the board of trustees of the Theological
School of Virginia would gratefully acknowledge
that the institution still continues to enjoy the fa-

vour and blessing of Almighty God, and to realize,

and more than realize, the hopes entertained by
its patrons and friends, of its usefulness in furnish-

ing the church with a regular supply of pious, en-
lightened, and efficient ministers.

From the reports of the professors, it appears
that the number of students during the present
session has been as high as thirty-nine, viz. :-t-

thirteen in the junior, fourteen in the middle, and
twelve in the senior class. They have been uni-

formly correct in their deportment and conduct,
and diligent in preparing for the great work to
which they expect to be devoted ; are actuated,
as the professors hope and believe, by the best and
purest motives, and promise to become, by the
help of Him "without whom nothing is strong,
nothing is holy," able and successful ministers Of
the New Testament. The course of study in
which they have been engaged is that prescribed
in the rules for the government of the seminary,
and their progress has been as great as could be
reasonably expected. The number sent forth

from the seminary the present session, it is ex.
pected, will be fourteen, a larger proportion of
whom than usual will remain m the diocess of
Virgmia.
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The treasurer's report, herewith presented, will
«how the state of the funds.

At a meeting of the trustees in Alexandria, in

October last, the Kev. Charles Mann was appoint-
ed Professor of Pastoral Theology, and general
ngent for the seminary and the Education Socie-
ty, one half of his salary to be paid by the latter.

He has recently resigned his parish, and entered
upon the duties of his appointment. The hoard
regard the connexion of this gentleman with the
institution as an important measure, and expect
much benefit to result from it. At their meeting
in October, finding the present buildings already
filled, and unwilling that any of those who might
be desirous of entering our institution should be
excluded by the impossibility of getting accommo-
dated there, they resolved to make arrangements
for the speedy erection of the centre building, to

connect the two wings, according to the original
plan. They regret, however, to find, that the
funds of the seminary have shared in the general
pecuniary embarrassment to such an extent as to

render it impracticable to accomplish this impor-
tant measure during the present year. The
growth of the institution, tnerefore, which has
hitherto been regularly increasing since it com-
menced, a few years since, without funds, and
with but one professor and one pupil, must now,
for the first time, receive a check. We have no
accommodations for more than forty students.
And here the interesting inquiry arises, whether
our seminary has reached the full dimensions
which it was destined by the providence of God
to attain ? When we reflect on the many signal
proofs of the divme approbation it has experienced,
and the great amount -of good it has already ac-

coinplished—when we call to mind the great and
glorious object of that ministry which it provides,

how important it is to the world, how beneficial

to society, bow essential to the prosperity of our
own beloved church—when we think of the waste
places of Zion, the loud and numerous calls for

ministers within our own borders, the deplora-

ble condition in heathen lands of so many of that

race of intelligent and immortal beings, to every
individual of whom the great Redeemer has com-
manded us to preach his gospel—in a word, when
we reflect that the Saviour's declaration, " truly

the harvest is great, but the labourers are few," is

almost as applicable to our times as his own, and
the command to pray the Lord of the harvest that

he would send forth more labourers into his har-

vest, quite as binding upon us as upon those who
heard it from his own lips, it becomes a question

of the deepest interest and solemnity, whether the

friends of God and of man within the diocess of

Virginia will compel us to deny the privileges of

our institution to any of those young servants of

Christ who feel constrained by his love to devote
themselves to the arduous and self-denying la-

bours and duties of the gospel ministry? Shall

the number of our students, which may be almost

indefinitely enlarged, henceforth be fixed at forty ?

Shall an mstitution which might, by the blessing

of God, in a few years, send forth annually, at a

moderate computation, fifty well-educated and
well-qualified labourers, be contented with send-

ing forth only a dozen ? with supplying only a fee-

ble rill instead of an abundant stream to refresh

and gladden a thirsty and dying world with the

waters of life ? Shall such be the destiny of the

Theological School of Virginia? Wte trust not.

We believe it to be the work of God. We hope
he will nut it into the hearts of those whom his

.bountiful providence has supplied with the means,
to contribute whatever funds may be required to

furnish accommodations for all who may seek ad-

mission within its walls ; will raise up to enjoy its

advantages as many pious and intelligent candi-
dates for the ministry as can profitably pursue
their studies at our institution ; will provide them
with a suilicient number of professors, who shall
be men in all respects qualified for their station;
with an ample library ; in short, with every oppor-
turnty and every means of becoming burning and
shining lights in the church.

All which is respectfully submitted by the trus-

tees.

Resolved, That the Rev. George M'^ood- •

bridge, Mr. Hilary Baker, and Mr. George M.
Carrington, be a committee to raise by assess-

ment among the different [larishes, having refer-

ence to the number of communicants reported
to the Convention, the sum of three hundred
dollars, to be paid to Bishop Moore, at the next
Conventioti, for his episcopal services ; and
that said committee inform the clergyman of
each parish of the proportion required from his

parish : and,

Resolved, That the clergy be required to

raise the sum so assessed, and pay it at the

next Convention.

The Rev. Dr. Empie, from the committee on
the state of the church, made the following re-

port, viz. :

—

The committee on the state of the church beg
leave respectfully to present the following report

;

a report in every item and clause of which they
have unanimously concurred :

—

In rclerence, first of all, to the memorial referred

to them from the wardens, vestrymen, and laymen
of St. Paul's Church, Lynchburg, they would
commence by observing, that the spirit which
prompted and breathes through that memorial is

worthy of all commendation. It evinces peculiar-

ly and emphatically the spirit of our church and
the spirit of the gospel, inasmuch as it manifests

an anxiety to unite, in one holy system, the piety

of the heart with all the vital truths of our blessed

religion, and as it proposes to extend the hallowed
influence of each of these, through the medium
ofthe divinely-appointed institutions of the church.

And with all the plenitude of this spirit, may the

great Head of the church endue every member of

our Zion.
But your committee are not prepared to adopt

or to recommend the plan suggested by your me-
morialists. Fixed and stated quarterly associations

throughout the diocess could not accommodate
themselves to the circumstances of our clergy and
churches ; and by the adoption of a fixed and un-

bending system, we should render them often im-
practicable, and thus defeat the very purposes

they are designed to subserve. The rule adopted

and recommended by the Convention of 18.31, ap-

pears, upon the whole, by far the best, since ex-

perience has not raised a single objection against

it. That rule leaves associations voluntary, and
dependant upon previous concert as to time and
place, and the clergy who shall be members of

them ; because this appears the best mode of

adapting them to the ever-varying circumstances

of the church and the clergy.

Before passing from this topic, your committee

think it important to add two remarks, which
have upon it an immediate bearing. Although it

be eminently advisable and important that we
should endeavour to explain and inculcate all the

distinctive principles of our church, and to r«nove

every popular objection and prejudice against our

communion, yet we hold this Ui be the peculiar
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duty of the dergy individually, in their respective
parishes, and not. the appropriate business of asso-
ciations, as the memorialists suppose. Associa-
tions should he designed not so mucii for instruc-

tion, as for the purpose of exciting the lukewarm
and the formalist, and of carrying theTnost stirring

appeal to the hearts of the impenitent.
There is to this rule but one exception, and that

suggests an important distinction which we deem
it necessary to state.

Associations are the most important, the most
desirable, and the most likely to be useful, when
they are held in new and in destitute parishes, or
in those which enjoy only occasionally or irregular-

ly the services of our church. Here they are the
most wanted and the most loudly called for

—

here they will be sure to do the most good. To
these the clergy are most earnestly advised to
give their leisure time. And here familiar instruc-

tions, as well as warm and earnest exhortations,
may be peculiarly appropriate.

Next to these, it is certainly most desirable that
associations should be holden in parishes where
religion is in a state of deep declension, and where
the zeal, and energy, and persevering etlbrts of the
associated clergy may probably be instrumental,
through divine grace, in effecting a revival. And
though we would not be understood to discourage
the holding of associations in parishes where re-

ligion is more flourishing, yet we think that par-

ishes which are new, destitute, or only occasion-
ally served, and (larishes which are siiflering un-
der the palsy of a spiritual slumber, call upon us
most loudly for this kind ol help, have the first

claim to our attention, and furnish occasions
where associations are most likely to be useful,
and the very occasionsfor which Providence originally

appointed and intended them.

Your committee, however, cannot take leave of
this subject without repeating, with all the energy
they possess, the solemn caution that is spread
out on the Journal of 1832. The errors and extrav-
agances of a false zeal and a bewildering fanati-
cism are multiplying all around us, in spite even
of the loudest censures and opposition of the most
prudent and pious of all the dilfierent denomina-
tions. And the deepest anxiety is felt lest any mem-
ber of our beloved communion should be drawn
into the approbation or adoption of any one of
what are termed " the new-light measures," all of
which we would be understood most explicitly to
disclaim and to condemn, as tending to produce
only a spurious and pernicious excitement, and as
constituting, not simply an equivocal system of
expedients, but the merest machinery and excess-
es of fanaticism.

Among the subjects that call upon us, not only
for congratulations, but also for ardent gratitude
to the great Head of the church, your committee
would mention the steady progress of religion
throughout the diocess, and the decided improve-
ment that seems to have taken place in attach-
ment to the distinctive principles of our church.
In bringing these principles before their congrega-
tions,'-'many of the clergy seem to have taken the
most laudable pains. And it is earnestly hoped
that this praiseworthy example will be universally
followed, and as earnestly recommended ; that, as
far as circumstances permit, an increased atten-
tion may be paid to our rubrics and our canons.
Your committee feel impelled, by the impor-

tance of this topic, to urge it with peculiar ear-
nestness, inasmuch as, from their own experience
and observation, they feel the most unbounded as-
surance, that the most efficacious, and, under the
<Hvine blessing, the only infallible security against
the fanatical " inventions ot men m the worship

of God," and against the deplorable and sotil-

wasiing disorders and heresies which follow in
their train, has ever been and ever will be found
to be a strict and conscientious adherence to the
rubrics and canons, to the ordinances and institu-

tions of the church. God himself has joined the
leading truths and duties, the rich promises and
blessings, with the ordinary institutions and ordi-

nances of religion ; and what God has joined to-

gether let not man put asunder.

In conclusion, your committee would most ear-

nestly urge upon the clergy the religious instruc-

tion of young and old among that portion of " the
degraded race of man" with which an inscrutable

Providence has been pleased to ^ict our coun-
try. For their moral and spiritu^ wants we are
as imperatively bound to provide as for their tem-
poral ; and if the myriads under bondage which
have "perished for lack of knowledge" shall one
day be required at our hands, it may well curdle
the warm blood at the fountain to look forward to

the tremendous account that must hereafter be
rendered in by ministers and by masters.

God, in his mercy, dispose every one to lay this

solemn subject to heart, and to act, habitually

and daily, under the persuasion, that, by the ap-

pointment of high Heaven, the souls of his ser-

vants as well as of his children are intrusted to

his care.

All this is now most respectfully submitted.

A. Empie, Chairman.

The Rev. George W. Nelson oflered the fol-

lowing resolution, which was unanimously
adopted :

—

Resolved, That the thanks of this Convention

be and are hereby presented to Mr. John Gray,

treasurer of the Theological Seminary of Vir-

ginia, for the disinterested zeal with which he
has gratuitously devoted his time and labour to

the discharge of the duties of that office ; and

that the skill he has displayed in the manage-
ment of its funds merits their highest confi-

dence.

The Convention proceeded to the choice of

the executive committee of the Missionary So-

ciety, which resulted in the election of Mr.
Hilary Baker as secretary, Mr. Thomas Nelson
as treasurer, and the Rev. E. C. M'Guire, Rev.
H. W. Ducachet, M. D., Rev. Nicholas H.
Cobbs, Rev. John Grammer, Rev. Adam Em-
pie, D. D., Rev. George Woodbridge, Rev.
Thomas Jackson, Mr. John Nelson, Mr. George-

M. Carrington, and Mr. Orrin Williams, as

members of the executive committee.

On motion of the Rev. H. W. Ducachet,

Resolved, That a committee of two persons

be appointed to examine the journals of this

Convention, from the first organization of the

church in this diocess, to ascertain and report

what resolutions have at various times been
passed by this body, and still remain in force ;

and which of such resolutions, if any, ought to

be rescinded and abolished, and which ought to

stand as the judgment and declarations of this

body ; and that they report to the next Conven-
tion. And the president appointed the Rev. H.
W. Ducachet, M. D., and the Rev. John H.
Wingfield, said committee.

Resolved, That the assistant bishop of this

diocess, w'ith the aid of any of tiie clergy or laity

whom he may call to his assisunce, be and are
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hereby rRquestcd to prepare, from time to time,

such tracts or sermons as they may deem suita-

ble for the religious instruction of servants.

'J'he Rev. H. W. Ducachet, Mr. R. W.
Downmnn, and Mr. Alexander Garrett, having
resigned as members of the standing committee,

the Convention proceeded to an election, by bal-

lot, to fill the vacancies, which resulted in the

choice of the Rev. Edward R. I.ippit, Mr. Ed-
mund J. Lee, and Mr. John Hooff.

Resolved, That the further consideration of

the constitution and canons of the church be

postponed till the next annual meeting of the

Convention.

Resolved, That the thanks of this body are

due, and are hereby tendered, to the inhabitants

of Staunton, for their kindness and hospitality

to the members of this Convention.

Resolved, That the treasurer be directed to

f)ay
the doorkeeper of the Convention ten dol-

ars.

Resolved, That the secretary be requested to

transmit a copy of the Journal of this Conven-
tion to the secretaries of the several Conven-
tions of the Protestant Episcopal Church, and
of the General Convention, with a request that

copies of their journals, constitutions, and canons
^ihall be transmitted to him for the use of the

members of the Convention in Virginia.

Resolved, That the treasurer be directed to

pay the expenses of the secretary in attending
this Convention.

On motion of the Rev. Thomas Jackson,
Resolved, ^I'hat the 7lh canon be amended by

adding to the words, " as the offence may de-

serve,'' " provided it he not a heavier pcnai^f
than that vhich the couneil of presbyters shall

recommend,'''' so that the said clause of the canon
may read thus :—The bishop shall proceed to

reprove, suspend, or degrade him, as the otfence

may deserve: provided it be not a heavier pen-
alty than that which the council of presbyters

shall recommend.
Resolved, unanimously, That the thanks of

this Convention be tendered, through the rector

of this church, to the minister and congregation
of the Presbyterian church in this place, for

their liberal and kind oiler of their church for

the use of the (convention.

The proceedings of the standing committee
during the last year were presented and read.

Resolved, That 1,500 copies of the minutes
of this Convention be printed, and distributed

among the parishes of this diocess.

Resolved, Tliat the Convention now adjourn,

after the singing of the 133d Psalm, and prayer,

with the benediction of the bishop.

William Mkade,
Assistant Bishop of Virginia.

Hilary Baker, Secretary.

Journal of the Proceedings of a Convention of the Protestant Episcopal Church of the Diocess of
Virginia, which assembled in the town of Lynchburg, on the 20//i day of May, 1835.

This being the day appointed for the annual
j

Bloomfield parish, Madison ; Rev. William F.

meeting of the Convention of the Protestant
I

Lee, Richmond; Rev. George Lemon, Hamilton
Episcopal Church in the Diocess of Virgina, the I and Leeds parishes, Fauquier ; Rev. Charles

Right Rev. William Meade, D. D., assistant Mann, Professor in the Theological Seminary
bishop of the diocess, with a number of the

|

of Va. ; Rev. Edward C. M'Guire, St. George's
clergy and laity, assembled at eleven o'clock

|

parish, Fredericksburg ; Rev. John P. M'Guire,

A. M., in St. Paul's Church.

Morning prayers were read by the Right Rev.

Bishop Meade, and a sermon was preached by

the Rev. William G. H. Jones, rector of St.

Thomas's Church, Orange county.

The Right Rev. William Meade took the

chair as president of the Convention.

A list of the clergy entitled to seats was called

over by the secretary, and. the following an-

swered to their names and took their seats :

—

Rev. Ephraim Adams, Christ Church, Lan

St. Anne's and South Farnham parishes, Essex;
Rev. William H. Mitchell, St. George's parish,

Accomack, and Christ Church, Eastville ; Rev.
Alexander Norris, Westover parish, Charles

City ; Rev. George W. Nelson, Lunenburg and
Farnham parishu.'s, Richmond county ; Rev. C.

H. Page, Amherst and Lexington parishes, Am-
herst, and Calloway Church, Nelson ; Rev.
Franklin G. Smith, St. Paul's Church, Lynch-
burg ; Rev. W. Steele, St. James's parish, Meck-
lenburg ; Rev. Philip Slaughter, Dettingen and

caster ; Rev. George Adie, Shelburne parish, Leeds parishes. Prince Wdliam ; Rev. Charles

Loudoun ; Rev. Parke F. Berkeley, Raleigh i
C. Taliaferro, Cijmberland j)arish, Lunenburg

;

parish, Amelia; Rev. William V. Bowers, St. Rev. Joseph B. Wilmer, St. Anne's parish, Al-

Martin's parish, Hanover and Louisa ; Rev. I bemarle ; Rev. John H. Wingfield, Trinity

Hobart M. Bartlett, assistant minister of Bristol I Church, Portsmouth ; Rev. M'illiam N. Ward,
parish, Petersburg; Rev. Nicholas H Cobbs, Clarksburg, Harrison county; Rev. John W.
University of Virginia ; Rev. Charles Dresser, Woodville, St. Mark's ])arish, Culpepper ; Rev.

Antrim parish, Halifax ; Rev. William Friend,

St. Margaret's parish, Caroline ; Rev. John
Crammer, Bath parish, Dinwiddle, and St. An-
drew's, Brunswick ; Rev. Thomas Jackson, as-

sistant minister of Monumental Church, Rich-

mond ; Rev. William G. Jackson, Augusta par-

ish, Augusta ; Rev. William G. H. Jones, St.

Thomas's Church, Orange ; Rev. Archibald H.
Lamon, St. Stephen's Church, Culpepper and

D. M. Wharton, otficiating in Russell parish,

Bedford, and Fincastle, Botetourt.

The Rev. Thomas Jackson and the Hon.

Hugh Nelson, who were appointed a committee

to examine the cerliticales of the lay delegates,

reported the following individuals entitled to

seats in the Convention, and the Convention

concurred in their report, viz :

—

Upton Beall, Grace Church, Caroline ; Thur-
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tner Hoggard, Trinity Church, Portsmouth
;

Henry B. Streshley, St. Anne's parish, Essex
;

Samuel H. Lewis, Augusta parish, Staunton
;

Daniel Garland, Lunenburg parish, Richmond
county ; John Gray, St. George's parish, Fred-

ericksburg ; Nelson Sale, Russell parish, Bed-

ford ; Abram B. Hooe, St. Paul's and Bruns-

wick parishes, King George ; Richard Walke,

St. Paul's Church, Norfolk ; David M. Walke,

Christ Church, Norfolk ; Thomas Atkinson,

Cumberland parish, Lunenburg ; B. Harrison

Randolph, Monumental Church, Richmond
;

Seth Ward, St. Paul's Church, Lynchburg;

Col. Alexander Brown, Calloway's Church,

Nelson parish. Nelson ; Charles R. Gibbs,

Bloomfield parish, Madison ; Junius A. Clay,

Tillotson parish, Buckingham ; Thomas N. Bur-

well and Thomas Shanks, Fincastle and Union

Churches, Botetourt parish ; Thomas G. Cole-

man, St. Mark's Church, Antrim parish, Halifax
;

John Nelson, St. James's parish, Mecklenburg
;

Thomas L. Latane, South Farnham, Essex

;

William M. Waller, Lexington parish, Amherst

;

Hugh Nelson, Fredericksville parish, Albe-

marle ; Philip Nelson, Frederick parish, Fred-

erick ; Hilary Baker, Christ Church, Richmond.

On motion of the Rev. W^illiam F. Lee,

Resolved, That the following rules of order,

adopted by the last Convention for the govern-

ment of their proceedings, he the rules of pro-

ceeding during the present Convention.

1. The business of every day shall be intro-

duced with prayer.

2. When the president takes the chair, no

member shall continue standing, or shall after-

ward stand up, except to address the chair.

3. No member shall absent himself from the

service of the house unless he have leave, or be

unable to attend.

4. When any member is about to speak in

debate, or deliver any matter to the house, he

shall, with due respect, address himself to the

president, confining himself strictly to the point

in debate.

5. No member shall speak more than twice

m the same debate without leave of the house.

6. A question being once determined shall

stand as the judgment of the house, and shall

not be acrain drawn into debate during the same

session, unless with the consent of two thirds

of the house.

7. While the president is putting any ques-

tion, the members shall continue in their seats,

and shall not hold any private discourse.

8. Every member who shall be in the house

when any question is put, shall, on a division,

be counted, unless he be personally interested

in the decision.

9. No motion shall be considered as before

the house unless it be seconded, and, when re-

quired, reduced to writing.

10. When any question is before the house, it

shall be determined upon before any new subject

is introduced, except tlie qiicslion of adjournment.

11. The question on a motion of adjourn-

ment shall be taken before any other, and with-

put debate.

1%. When the house is about to rise, every

I member shall keep his seat until the president

shall leave the chair.

13. None of the rules of order shall be sus-

pended without the concurrence of two thirds

I

of the members present.

I

14. The president shall, in his discretion,

select a pew within the limits of those allotted

for the use of the members, which pew shall be
appropriated for the accommodation of visiting

clergymen and students of the Theological

School, who may be invited to the same by the

president without any special application to the

Convention.

Ordered, That the Rev. Edward C. M'Guire,
Rev. John Grammer, Rev. Nicholas H. Col.ibs,

Rev. George Lemon, Rev. Thomas Jackson,

Messrs. Thomas N. Burwell, Hugh Nelson, and
Walter Coles, be a committee to take into con-

sideration the state of the church in this diocess,

and report thereon to thi* Convention.

Ordered, That the Rev. John H. Wingfield,

Rev. Charles Dresser, and the Rev. George W.
Nelson, be a committee to examine the parochial

reports.

Ordered, That the Rev. P. F. Berkeley,

Messrs. Sale, Atkinson, and Hoggard, be a com-
mittee to examine the treasurer's accounts.

Ordered, That the Rev. Charles Mann, Rev.
John P. M'Guire, and Mr. John Gray, be a com-
mittee to examine the fund for the support of

widows and orphans of deceased clergvmen.

Ordered, That the Rev. Charles H. Page,
Rev. George Adie, and Mr. Philip Nelson, be

a committee to examine the accounts of the

treasurer of the fund for the permanent support
of the episcopate in this diocess.

Ordered, That the Rev. William V. Bowers,
Rev. William G. Jackson, Rev. William F. Lee,
and the Rev. Hobart M. Bartlett, be a commit-
tee on the treasurer's accounts of the Mission-

ary Society.

On motion, Resolved, That this Convention
will meet daily at 9 o'clock A. M.

Resolved, That the consideration of the pro-

posed revision of the constitution and canons
of the church be made the order of the day for

each day of the Convention, at 1 o'clock A.M.,
until the subject be fully disposed of.

And the Convention adjourned.

Thursday, May 21, 1835.

The Convention met pursuant to adjourn-

ment.

The minutes of the preceding meeting were
read and approved.

The following members of the Convention,
not present before, appeared and took their

seats, viz. :

—

Rev. Reuel Keith, D. D., Professor in Theo-
logical Seminary of Virginia ; Rev. George
Woodbridge, rector of Christ Church, Rich-
mond ; Rev. Charles B. Dana, rector of Christ
("hurch, Fairfax parish ; Mr. James M. Bell, jr.,

lay delegate from St. Stephen's Church, Cul-
pepper ; Mr. Walter Coles, lay delegate from
Christ Church, St. Anne's parish, Albemarle

;

Mr. Edmund Fontaine, lay delegate from St.

Martin's, Hanover and Louisa ; Mr. Thomas T.
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Bouldin, lay delegate from St. Thomas's Church,
Orange.

On motion, Resolved, That the order of the

day be postponed until to-morrow.

The secretary rect^ived the following contri-

butions for the Contingent Fund, and towards

the remuneration of Bishop Moore for his epis-

copal services, viz. :

—

Contineent
Fuod. 6p. Fund.

Christ Church, Lancaster, - $20 00 S 5 00
Shelburne parish, Loudoun, - 20 00 14 25
Raleigh parish, Amelia, and

Dale parish, Chesterfield, - 30 00 3 58
St. Martin's parish, Hanover

and Louisa, - - - 20 00 10 00
FredericksviUe parish, Albe-

marle, - - - - 20 00 10 00
Antrim parish, Halifax, - 20 00 7 00
Camden parish, Pittsylvania, 00 00 1 50
St. Margaret's parish, Caro-

line, and Grace Church,

Spotsylvania, - - 10 00 5 00
St. Andrew's parish, Bruns-

wick, - . - -

Bath parish, Dinwiddle,

Monumental Church, Richmond, 30 00
Augusta parish, Augusta,

St. Thomas's parish. Orange,

Bloomfield parish, Madison,

St. Stephen's Church, Cul-

pepper, . . -

Hamilton and Leeds parishes,

Fauquier, ...
St. George's parish, Fred-

ericksburg, ...
St. Anne's parish, Essex, -

South Farnham parish, Essex,

St. George's parish, Acco-

mack, and Christ Church,

Easiville, - - .

Westover parish, Charles City,

Lunenburg parish, Richmond
county, - - - - 00 00 6 50

Amherst parish and Lexington

parish, - - - - 10 00 5 00
St. Paul's Church, Lynchburg, 15 00 9 00
Calloway Church, Nelson, - 12 00 3 00
St. James's parish, Mecklen-

burg, - - - - 10 00 8 00

Cumberland parish, Lunen-
burg, - - - - 10 00 15 00

St. Anne's parish, Albemarle, 10 00 3 00

Trinity Church, Portsmouth, 15 00 5 00
St. Mark's parish, Culpepper, 10 00 2 00

Russell parish, Bedford, - 30 00 00 00
Botetourt parish, Botetourt, IG 00 8 00

Christ Church, Fairfax parish, 30 00 15 00
St.Paul'sChurch, King George, 10 00 2 75

Tillotson parish, Buckingham, 7 00 3 00
Brunswick parish. King George, 1 25 00 00
St. Paul's Church, Norfolk, 10 00 5 00

Christ Church, Norfolk, - 35 00 30 00

Newport parish. Isle of Wight, 5 00 00 00

Frederick parish, Frederick, 15 00 5 00

Norborne parish, Berkeley, - 8 00 17 00

Amount carried forward, $682 20 $289 77

14 57
,

6 32 i;
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gift thus regularly bestowed may be, that at the
end of the year it would amount to something
considerable ; and that when collectively gathered
into the treasury of the Lord, it would furnish

a supply adequate to relieve the necessities of the
church, and to remove the sufferings contemplated
in his benevolent design. Let each individual,

then, attached to the church in Virginia, pursue
the same course. Let him, on every Lord's day,

lay by in store some small sum for the relief of our
newly-formed parishes, and the partial support of

the clergy officiating in them. Let that sum thus
deposited be considered sacred to the purposes
for which It was laid by ; and, at the end of the

year, the church will find itself in possession of a

fund equal to our wants—a fund which will enable
us not only to contribute to the ease and comfort
of the clergy now engaged in ministerial duty in

the parishes alluded to, but which will inspire

those neighbourhoods which are at present desti-

tute of public worship to form themselves into

congregations, and to enjoy those privileges to

which they were accustomed in early life, which
were so dear to their departed parents and friends.

The Convention must be sensible, that in the

plea which I now offer in behalf of the clergy, I

am not pleading for a support unreasonable and
extravagant. I ask only for a sufficiency to enable
them to live in comfort. I ask not for any of the
luxuries of life ; I am only soliciting fur a pro-

vision which will render them above want, and
which will enable their children to appear in the
society in which they move decently habited, and
properly instructed.

Should the minds of any of the people of our
charge be impressed with the idea that this is al-

ready the situation of the clergy embraced in the
proposal, a journey through some of our parishes
would convince them ol their mistake. On a late

tour through an extensive district of this diocess,

I met with an instance of extreme penury in the
case of a truly pious, well-educated, and excellent
clergyman belonging to our communion. Patient
under his sufferings, humble as a little child, he
poured no complaint whatever in my ears ; but
being told by a wealthy and humane neighbour
of his wants, I was surprised at the fortitude he
manifested and the silence he had observed ; and
when, returning to my home, I mentioned his sit-

uation to some ladies of my congregation, they,

moved by those feelings of compassion peculiar to

their sex, promptly sent him some temporary as-

sistance.

As a proof of the benefits which may be reason-
ably expected from the adoption and prosecution
of the measure submitted to your consideration, I

think it my duty to present to your view the for-

mer low condition and the present prosperous
state of the church in my native diocess.

At my admission to deacons' orders, forty-eight

years ago, I constituted the sixth or seventh cler-

gyman in that diocess—a diocess which now num-
bers two hundred labourers in the vineyard of the
Lord. The means to which that astonishing in-

crease may be chiefly attributed, is the unremitting
attention they have paid to the sustenance of the
clergy in their new parishes, by relief from their
missionary fund.

By pursuing, my brethren, the same course, we
may expect similar results; and should my valued
assistant in the episcopate live to my jjiesent age,
he may look for a similar increase in the clergy
of this diocess, and behold, in congregations now
in a state of infancy, assemblies both strong and
numerous ; and in others which I trust will be
planted by his hand, he will, with joy of heart,

behold them growing into manhood, worshipping

the God of their fathers with the same form of
sound words with which they worshipped him,
and training up their children in the use of that

liturgy which distinguishes our Zion—a hlurgy
which will defend her from heresy and schism,
and secure obedience to the faith once delivered

to the saints.

Yes, brethren, the church within whose pale

we were received in baptism, forms a plant which
God's right hand hath planted. Let us, then, re-

member her in all our prayers, and assist her with
all our energies, and we shall soon see the wil-

derness and the solitary places made glad, and
behold the desert rejoicing and blossoming as the

rose.

Another topic which requires my attention, is

the Common Prayer-Book and Tract Society ia

this city—a concern which the members of that

association have pressed upon my recollection as

one of the most leading importance to the interest

of the church. It is their wish that 1 should sug-

gest and recommend to the congregations of our
communion in this diocess the formation of socie<-

ties similar to their own, for the more general dif-

fusion of our excellent and much-loved liturgy.

As an encouragement to comply with their desire,

they have requested me to present to the view of

the Convention a resolution adopted by them at

a late meeting of their board of managers—a reso-

lution which will furnish every auxiliary society

with the prayer-book at the reduced price of half

the former cost. The following is the resolution

referred to;

—

" On motion of the Rev. Thomas Jackson, it

was
" Resolved, That the prayer-books which have

been heretofore sold at twenty-five cents, shall, in'

future, be supplied to all congregations and mem-
bers thereof who take up an annual collection in

aid of the funds of the society, or who are individ-

ually members of it, at the price of twelve and 9.

half cents, and that the large plain-bound copies

of the same be furnished at fifty cents each."

The above resolution, brethren, appears so lib-

eral, and is so well calculated to render the circu-

lation of our prayer-book so general throughout
the church, that 1 most cordially recommend it to

the notice of the Convention, and most earnestly

request the adoption of the measure.

I must also beg leave to call the attention of the

Convention to the Southern Church.m.\n, edit-

ed by the Rev. William F. Lee, in this city. The
Southern Churchman has been hitherto conducted
with so much moderation and respect for the opin-

ions of other Christian societies, that 1 can cheer-

fully recommend it to the members of the church
throughout the diocess. It is true that the Rev.
editor will feel himself bound to inculcate and
faithfully to guard the distinctive principles of the

Protestant Episcopal Church. Although such will

be the case, I am sure that his own good sense

will always influence him to avoid controversy,

when controversy can possibly be avoided, and
never wantonly to attack the. opinions held dear
by other churches.

Having thus touched on those topics considered

of leading importance, I shall now proceed to fur-

nish you with a concise view of my episcopal

labours since the last Convention.

in the month of July, 1834, I visited Alexan-
dria, preached in both churches, and admitted the

following persons to deacons' orders :—J. Dela-

plane, George E. Winslow, William C. Russell,

D. M. Wharton, William F. Bowers, John Martin,

Chester Newell, Edward Christian, Joseph P.

Wilmer, I. Woart, and William N. Ward. In the

month of October 1 again left Richmond in com^
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pany with the Rev. Mr. Mann and the Rev. John
Cooke, and coinineiiced my liihours ui Fredericks-
burg. On riiinday, October 18lh, I preached, ad-
mitted to deacons' orders Mr. Richard Johnson
and Mr. Wilham Jolinson, and to the priesthood
Rev. Charles B. Dana, rector of Christ Church,
Alexandria. On Monday 1 preached in Lamb's
Creek Church, bajjtized one child, and confirmed
its mother. On Tuesday I preached in St. Paul's
Church, King (jeorge county. On Wednesday 1

preached at Mattox Bridge; on Thursday at Rich-
mond courthouse, where 1 held a conhrmation.
On Friday 1 preached in Farnhain Church. On
Saturday, at White Chapel, Lancaster county, Mr.
Mann preached, and 1 administered the Lord's
Supper and conhrmed eight persons; and on Sun-
day, in Christ Church, 1 preached and admnuster-
ed the Lord's Supper. The Monday Ibllowmg vvc

rode to Ycomico Church, Norlhumlieriand conn
ty, at which place the Rev. Mr. Cooke preached,
and the Rev. Mr. Mann and myself followed with
addresses. On Tuesday I preached in the Meth-
odist Church at the courthouse, and confirmed one
lady. On Wednesday I preached at Wicomico
Church, Westmoreland county, administered the
Lord's Supper, and confirmed one person. On
Thursday we crossed the river to the town of Rap-
pahannock, where the Rev. G. W. Nelson preach-
ed in the morning, Mr. Adams in the afternoon,
and Mr. Mann in the evening. On Friday morn-
ing I preached, administered the Lord's Supper,
and then rode to Mr. Wanng's, ni Essex county.
On Saturday the services were conducted by the
clergy who were in company with me, and on
Sunday I preached and administered the Lord's
Supper. On Monday Mr. Cooke and myself bade
the clergy farewell, and returned to our respective
homes. In November I visited Charles City coun-
ty, preached, consecrated a new church, and ad-
ministered the Lord's Supper. On the 17th of
April I held a confirmation in Christ Church, Rich-
mond. On the 21st of April 1 admitted Mr. John
W. WoodviUe to deacons' orders, on which occa-
sion the Rev. Mr. Croes preached. On the 4th of
May I admitted to the pnesthooil the Rev. Cliarles

Andrews, of Frederick county, vs'hen the Rev.
William F. Lee preached On the 22d of April I

visited Norfolk, preached in Portsmouth on Sun-
day, the 26th, and in the afternoon in Norfolk. I

admitted to deacons' orders in Portsmouth Mr.
Cameron F. M'Rae, when Bishop Meade preach-
ed, and on the 30th went to Smithfield and conse-
crated a new church, and on the 1st of May or-

dained Mr. Harvy Stanly a deacon, and adminis-
tered the Lord's Supper, on both which occasions
Bishop Meade preached. The two last mentioned
deacons belong to the diocess of North Carohna,
and were ordained at the request of Bishop Ives,

who has sailed for Europe.
Richard Channing Moore.

The Right Rev. William Meade, D. D., assist-

ant bishop of Virginia, delivered the following

address :

—

To the Clergy and Laity of the Episcopal Church
of Virginia, assembled at Lv'ickburg, May 20th,

1835.

Dear brethren and friends,—Allow me to
add to the report of our much respected and be-

loved father m Christ, an account of such acts as

I have been able to perform during the past year.

Most of you were present when, after the adjourn-
ment of our last Convention in the town of Staun-
ton, and at an early hour of the Sabbath, I admin-
istered the rite of confirmation to forty persons,

and at a subsequent hour admitted to the ord«r of

I

priesthood the Rev. W. G. Jackson, and to that
of deacon Messrs. Philip Slaughter and John F.
Clark. On the following morning I left Staunton
on my way to the west, and reached Lcwisburg
on the third day. There I remained nearly three
days, preached four times, and confirmed three
persons. Our friends in this {)lace are few but
zealous, and appeared very anxious to have the
regular services of the church there. It would be
very desirable to have a missionary in that region
of country. On leaving Lewisburg I proceeded
to Kanawha, and reached Charlestown on Tuesday
morning. 1 remained here two days, and perform-
ed service four times, confirmed one, baptized
seven, and administered the communion. On
Tuesday morning 1 left Charlestown for Coals-
mouth, about twelve miles distant, where we have
a small church and congregation. There ! preach-
ed twice, confirmed one person, administered the
communion, and baptized seven children. The
prospects of the church in Kanawha are brighten-
ing. A zealous and acceptable minister is now
labouring there. A church will soon be erected
111 Charlestown, and a larger one built at Coals-
mouth. It is hoped that ere long the services of
two ministers may be required. On the evening
of the second day which I spent at Coalsmouth, I

descended the Kanawha in a steamboat, and as-
cending the Ohio, reached Parkersburg on the 29th,
and spent three days in that place, preached five

times, baptized one child, confirmed four persons,
and administered the communion. We had no
place of public worship in Parkersburg, but 1 re-
ceived assurances that this deficiency should not
long continue. The Rev. Mr. Wheat, of Marietta,
has charge of our little flock in this place, and of-

ficiates every other Sabbath. I tarried one day
with him at Marietta, and preached once in that
|)lace. On Monday night 1 proceeded to Wheel-
ing, reached there the following day, and spent
the 4th and 5th days of June in religious services.

On the Gth I proceeded to Steubenville, in Ohio,
where I spent a day with the Rev. I. Morse, and
preached once for him. Mr. Morse has for many
years rendered very eflectual services to two of
our congregations m Brooke county—the one at
Wellsburg and the other at St. John's. He ac-
companied me to Wellsburg, where we spent the
Sabbath, and each of us preached. We spent
Monday and Tuesday at St. Johns, about seven
miles distant, where I preached twice, confirmed
seven, and administered the communion. On the
following day I preached again at Wellsburg, and
confirmed seven. I then returned, in company
with Mr. Morse, to Wheeling, where we spent
several days in frequent services. During my stay

at Wheeling I preached or lectured twelve times,
administered the communion, and confirmed thir-

ty-six persons. I now turned my steps home-
ward, and, passing through a part of Pennsylvania,
reached (Jniontown on the 23d, and from thence
went to Morgantown, where I preached on the
evening of the 24lh, and also the next morning.
On Thursday 1 reached Clarksburg, which is in

the heart of western Virginia. There I spent three

days, preached five times, baptized one adult and
twelve children, confirmed five persons, and ad-

ministered the communion.
The people of Clarksburg and Morgantown ex-

pressed a strong desire to have a minister sent to

them, and I was truly happy to be able to grat-

ify their request in a manner well calculated to

promote the interests of religion and the church
in that region. The Rev. Mr. Ward, who was
ordained m Alexandria in July last, went to

Clarksburg in the fall, and has since been faith-

fully and acceptably labouring in tho«« two placss.
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On Monday following, after the services at Clariis-

burg, I preached a funeral sermon at Mrs. Wat-
son's, about thirty miles from Clarksburg, m which
neighbourhood Mr. Ward has smce eslabUshed

regular services. On Tuesday night 1 reached

Umontown, Pa., agam, and preached m that place.

On Wednesday morning 1 set out m the stage, and

came to Alexandria by the way of Hagerstown,
Fredericktown, and Baltmiore. In Alexandria,

with Bishop Moore, I attended the e.xamination

of the students of our seminary for three succes-

sive days, at the conclusion of which eleven young
men were ordained deacons. I then returned

home, and, after spending a few weeks there, set

out in a short visitation to Prince William county.

I was much gratified in being able to set apart to

the exclusive worship of Almighty God a most
excellent building at Hayrnarket, which was origi-

nally a courthouse, and had been, without altera-

tion, used for many years for religious meetings.

]t has been recently secured by the friends of the

church, and very neatly and comfortably fitted up

for puhlic worship. In this place I was engaged,

together with the Rev. Mr. Adie, in the perform-

ance of religious services during the 8th, 9th, and

10th of August. Our meetings were long and in-

teresting, and calculated to encourage our hopes

that good was done. The sacrament was admin-

istered, and thirteen persons confirmed. In the

afternoon of the Sabbath, as on another occasion

at a private house, I preached to the coloured per-

sons, who appeared attentive and thankful. On
the two following days we were engaged in simi-

lar services at Brentsville, where four persons

were confirmed. These two places afford a fine

field of labour to a minister of the gospel ; the Rev.

Mr. Slaughter is now employed in it. On the 23d

of September I was called upon to perform epis-

copal duty in the church at Berryville, where I

admitted four persons to the rite of confirmation
;

and on the 3d of October I was called on to per-

form the same duty in Port Royal, where I con-

firmed two persons. On the 23d of October I again

left home, in order to attend a general meeting of

the friends of the temperance reformation in Vir-

ginia, to be held at Charlottesville on the 30th.

On the first evening 1 reached Fauquier .court-

house, and preached that night. On the following

evening I preached at Culpepper courthouse, and
proceeded the next day to Madison courthouse.

Here, in company with the Rev. Mr. Slaughter,

Mr. Lemon, and Mr. Jones, 1 spent two days, and

consecrated the new church at that place. On
Monday 1 proceeded to Orange courthouse, where
I con.secrated a new, handsome, and most conve-

nient church, and preached and administered the

communion. Thence 1 proceeded to Walker's

Church, where I preached on the 29th, and on the

next day reached Charlottesville in time to attend

the very large and respectable assemblage of dele-

gates from all parts of the state, who came together

in order to consult how they might best promote
an object which I know to be dear to your hearts.

I was happy to meet with a goodly number of the

clergy and laity of all denominations on this inter-

esting occasion, and also with gentlemen of emi-

nence from distant parts of our land, who came to

encourage us to more zeal in this good cause. I

feel confident that our oeliberations and resolu-

tions resulted in much good, and that the temper-

ance reformation in Virginia received no slight

impulse from that convention. On the followmg
Sunday I preached at Charlottesville to a very full

assembly; on the next day at Walker's Church,
where seven were confirmed. On Tuesday night

1 preached again at Orange courthouse, and on
Thursday nignt at Warrenton. After this I re-

mained at home in the discharge of parochial
duties until the middle of January, when, in obe-

dience to what appeared to my mind a call from
Providence, I felt it to be my duty to accept the
invitation of the large and interesting congregation
of Christ Church, Norfolk, to become its pastor.

In so doing I distinctly stated to the same, that I

could not for a moment think of neglecting any
previous and higher obligation to the diocess, and
that time and trial only could decide whether it

be practicable to perform my duties to the diocess

and to that congregation so as to satisfy the rea-

sonable expectation of both. As to my prospects

of usefulness in this new charge, I must refer you
to my parochial report. As one evidence, how-
ever, that I am not a little encouraged to believe

that the gracious smiles of our Emmanuel are
vouchsafed to the people of this charge, let me
mention that on Easter-Sunday twenty-four per-

sons were added to the communion, and on the
second Monday in this month ten others were
confirmed, with a view to the communion when it

shall next be administered. Since i have been in

Norfolk I have preached three times in Ports-

mouth, and also visited the churches in Princess
Anne, in each of which I preached once. I have
also visited Smithfield in company with Bishop
Moore and Mr. Wingfield, where I preached twice,

once at the consecration of the new church in that

place, and again at the ordination of Mr. Stanly,

from the diocess of North Carolina. In the month
of March I accompanied the Rev. Mr. Mann, the
agent of our Theological Seminary, and our breth-

ren, the Rev. Messrs. Henshaw and Johns, from
Maryland to Petersburg and Richmond, chiefly

with the view of recommending the cause of our
beloved seminary to the churches in those places.

While in Petersburg I preached three times. On
the latter occasion, by particular request, I pre-

sented to a respectable congregation in the Epis-
copal Church, the very interesting subject of the
temperance reformation. While in Richmond I

preached three times, once in each of the churches,
and confirmed three persons in St. John's Church.
I also took a very humble part in the interesting

meetings which were held in the Monumental
Church for the benefit of our seminary, and in the
celebration of the anniversary of the Virginia Bible
Society. I cannot omit here to express my grate-

ful recollection of the very signal service rendered
to the cause of piety in general, and especially to

the Theological Seminary of our diocess and the
Bible Society of Virginia, by the zeal and abihty
of the two brethren already mentioned, from the
diocess of Maryland. Their labours in Norfolk,
Petersburg, and Richmond, will long be remem-
bered, and their beneficial effects, I trust, be per-
manently felt. On my way to the Convention I

passed through Charles City, where I preached in

both of the churches, administering the Lord's
Supper each time, and baptizing one child. On
the last Sabbath I preached twice in Richmond.
I have only to add, that 1 have not been unmindful
of the requests made by the last Convention in
relation to the tracts for the benefit of servants,
and the discourse on the subject of temperance.
As the Rev. Mr. Lee was about to commence a
weekly religions paper in Richmond, I thought it

best to present the tracts to the public, in the first

place, through the medium of that paper, and af-

terward to republish such as might be deemed
most suitable in another form. I have already
published a considerable number of pieces for this
purpose, and hope they have been used by the
subscribers to that paper in the manner recom-
mended. But let me here remind my brethren of
the clergy and laity, that, with such a pressure of
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duty resting upon me, ami such long absence from
the place of my resilience, it is impossible that I

can exeoite so important a trust as this without
mnch assistance from them. It is a common
concern, and will, I hope, interest many hearts
and engage many hands. 1 have published, ac-
cording to request, the sermon on temperance,
the one half of the edition for the benelit of the
Convention of the dioccss, and the other half for

the use of others who have called for its publica-
tion.

In these and all other labours of love, it is most
gratifying to me to know liiat 1 have the hearty
co-operation of so many beloved brethren and es-

teemed laymen of ourcliurch.
May the Master whom we serve accept and

bless our poor efforts, and make them instrumen-
tal to his glory, is the prayer of your friend and
brother, W. Meade,

Assistant Bishop of Virginia.

The session was then suspended, for the pur-

pose of attending divine service by the Rev. Mr.
Wilmer, and a sermon by the Rev. Mr. Bart-

lett, after which the session was resumed.
The parochial reports having been received

and read, were referred to the committee on pa-

rochial reports.

A petition from certain members of Kanawha
parish, praying for a division of the same and the

organization of a new parish, to be called St.

Mark's parish, Kanawha, was received and re-

ferred to a committee consisting of the Rev.
Mr. Mann, Rev. Mr. Lemon, and Mr. Philip

Nelson.

The committee to whom was referred the

above petition reported, that the prayer of the

petitioners is reasonable, and that they have

complied with the requisitions of the canon in

such cases made and provided. Whereupon,
Resolved, That the prayer of the petitioners

be granted.

And then the Convention adjourned.

Friday, May 22, 1835.

The Convention met pursuant to adjourn-

ment.

The minutes of the preceding day were read

and approved.

The following members of the Convention,

not present before, appeared and took their

seats, viz. :

—

The Rev. Adam Empie, D. D., rector of

Bruton parish, Williamsburg.

Doctor J. F. Montgomery, lay delegate from

Bruton parish, Williamsburg.

Thomas Smith, Esq., lay delegate from Christ

Church, Fairfax parish.

On motion of the Rev. Mr. Cobbs, the Con-

vention went into the election of a standing

committee, and the Rev. Reuel Keith, D. D.,

Rev. Charles Mann, Rev. Charles H. Page, John

Gray, Hugh Nelson, and Thomas N. Burweli,

Esqrs., were duly elected.

On motion of the Rev. William G. Jackson,

Resolved, That in future the Convention will

discourage the informal method of electing a

standing committee pro tern.

The Rev. John P. M'Guire, from the board

of managers of the Theolojjical School, made
tl\e following report, which was accepted.

Report of the Board of Trustees of the Theological
School of Virginia.

In prescrUing their ri^port to the Convention, the
tnistres have again to begin with grateful ac-

knowledgments tu the God of all mercy, for the
kind providence and fostering care still so gra-
ciously extended to the institution whose interests

have been committed to their trust. This is the
fourteenth anniversary on which it has been their

duty to report their proceedings, with the condi-
tion and prospects of this- invaluable institution;

and from year to year, both justice and gratitude

have urged them to confess that our Uixl is good,
and his mercy endureth for ever. Nothing but his

special favour could have brought your seminary
to its present condition of increasing prosperity

and usefulness. From the beginning it was a
work of faith, as well as a labour of love. With-
out funds or other worldly resources bearing any
comparison to its wants, the commenrement of its

career was indeed a day of small things, and we
may truly say it lived by faith. If its friends had
acted upon human principle's, or been governed by
human probabilities, long since would the whole
scheme have been given up. But by God's grace
their faith failed not, and now, though there re-

mains much to be done, yet it has certainly real-

ized the fondest anticipations of its most devoted
advocates. Already has it been the means of im-

parting the necessary theological education to

about eighty-seven young men, who have been
clothed with the ministerial office, and through
whose labours we have good reason to believe

that there will be gathered into the kingdom of

God many precious souls—souls more precious,

far more valuable, than the whole material uni-

verse. On the seminary hill there is an establish-

ment sufficient to accommodate two professors

and their families, with rooms for sixty students,

and a library. There is likewise an invested

fund amounting to upwards of twenty thousand
dollars ; and of subscriptions yet to be collected,

part in two and three years, and the balance in

four and five, from twelve to fourteen thousand
dollars. All which we desire to record to the glory

of God's grace.

Much as we had been before favoured, the peri-

od embraced by the present report has been not

less distinguished by the divine blessing. On the

Sunday after the last Convention, one of the stu-

dents was ordained in Trinity Church, Staunton,

by the Right Reverend the Assistant Bishop. In

the month of July last, the public examination of

the students of the seminary took place. The
duties of that occasion commenced on Monday,
the 7th, and continued through three days, one
being allowed for the examination of each class,

and the whole terminating much to the satisfac-

tion of the examiners. On Thursday, the 10th,

eleven of those examined having finished the ap-

pointed course, were admitted to the order of dea-

cons by the Right Rev. Bidhop Moore, D, D., in

Christ Church, Alexandria. At a subsequent pe-

riod three others were admitted to the ministry,

making, since the last report, fifteen ordinations.

A goodly proportion of these are now labouring in

this diocess, and the rest have either returned to

the diocesses from which they came, or settled in

such other places as the interests of religion and

the church seemed to require.

In the past year our funds have considerably

increased, and are now in a more prosperous con-

dition than they have ever been. As greatly con-

tributing to this important result, we must refer

to the very useful labours of our general agents

the Rev. Charles .Maun, who has exerted himsell

to raise a fund for the establishment of a aew
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professorship, and also obtained the efficient aid

of other gentlemen friendly to the institution. To
these, one and all, but particularly the Rev.
Drs. Henshaw and Johns, of the diocess of Ma-
ryland, this board presents its cordial thanks, be-

lieving, at the same time, that it e.xpresses the

feelings of the Convention. The amount of sub-

scriptions obtained by the general agent, with the

aid just named, exceeds twelve thousand dollars,

and a part of it has been already collected.

Since the last report the centre buildmg has
been erected, at a cost of about !f5,000, and is of

great convenience and value. Besides giving a
finish to the whole edifice, which adds greatly to

its beauty, it furnishes a large dming-room, very
much needed, and twelve rooms for students.

During the present session thirty-two young
men have been connected with the seminary. Of
this number six have lefc it, three to be ordained,

and three at their own request. Two of these last

will probably return again, and the third pursue
his studies in private. Of their conduct and prog-

ress generally, the professors speak in the most
favourable terms. The usual course of study has
been attended to, and also the various plans for

spiritual improvement heretofore mentioned. It

is worthy of notice, that a Bible Society has been
formed in the institution, and a Charity School
for the benefit of the neighbouring poor. And it

is worthy of special notice, as well as of gratitude
to God, that an admirable and growing missionary
spirit now exists among the young men. The
claims of a dying world seem to be in a measure
appreciated, and we trust that the great Heail of
the church is breathing into their hearts some-
thing of that love which brought him on his mis-
sion of mercy to our ruined race. One has al-

ready offered himself to the General Missionary
Society for foreign service, and others have deter-

mined to follow his example at an early day.

Upon the whole, your Theological Seminary
presents an aspect well calculated to fill the heart

with joy lor the present, and cheer it with bright

hopes for the future. Past experience with re-

gard to it clearly teaches us what the church of
God has learned in every age ; that the work of

faith is never in vain in the Lord. At the same
time it urges us to attempt much more. We do
notde-sire great things for ourselves, and shall not
attempt great things upon the principles of this

world. There is certainly ground for other simi-

lar establishments to occupy a limit beyond which
ours may not extend. But equally certain is it

that we have not reached that point : nay, it is

still far out of sight, and a vast labour remains for

us to perform. We are not yet prepared to sup-
port a third professor at all comfortably : indeed,
we could not support even two, without the pow-
erful aid of that faithful friend, " The Society for

Educating Young Men for the ministry of the
Protestant Episcopal Church." Our library is yet
very imperfect : we require more buildings, and
many other things are needed to meet all our
wants. Other institutions, founded for the same
all-important and blessed purposes with our own,
have been richly endowed at one single effort of
some noble, generous, and Chnstian spirit ; hun-
dreds of thousands of dollars have from time to

time been given to them ; buildings, finished and
furnished complete, have been provided for their

use ; very frequently some individual, largely pos-
sessed of this world's goods, rememiurs them in

the final disposition of his pro[)erty ; so invest-

ing for their benefit a large amount, that through
them It may for many generations be a blessing
to man ; and not, as too many do, leaving thou-
sands to b© spent by the hand of folly and vice, a

curse to those who spend them, and a blighting
mildew to whole families and neighbourhoods.
And shall we, strongly pressed by many wants as
we still are, be charged with extravagant de-
mands, if we say there are yet many thousands
needed for this school of the prophets ? It can-
not be : we are not disposed to reflect so deeply
upon the sound sense and charity of the Christian
community, as to think this possihle. With great
confidence, therefore, we again appeal to our tri^d

friends, and all who love the Lord Jesus Christ in

sincerity, for their continued prayers in our behalf,

and such pecuniary aid as, by God's blessing, they
may be enabled to afford. We do not fear for the
future, having so largely experienced the favour
of our covenant God, and verily believing that

whatever the church is bound to do she is able to

do. But each of her members should recollect

that in her responsibilities and duties he is neces- ^
sarily concerned, and must discharge his own in- !l
dividual obligations, or answer for it in the " great

and dreadful day." Let those, then, who have
much, give accordingly; and those who have lit-

tle, remember the poor widow's two mites, and
follow her example. In all let there be a willing

mind, and the day may soon arrive when their

overflowing liberality must be arrested, as that of
the Jews was ;

" The people bring much more than
enough for the service of the work which the

Lord commanded." Do not permit the success
of the past year to make upon any the impression
that the work is finished, and their aid no longer

required. A few more vigorous exertions, and the

work will be finished. May our God hasten this

blessed consummation.
All which is respectfully submitted by the trus-

tees.

The house proceeded to the order of the day,

which was the consideration of the proposed

amendments to the constitution and canons of

the church.

On motion of the Rev. Mr. Mann, the follow-

ing amendment to the first article of the con-

stitution, which was proposed and adopted at the

last Convention, and laid over for the ratifica-

tion or rejection of this Convention, was taken

up, viz. : the addition to the end of the article of

the following words :
" And in the event of the

existence of an epidemic disease, or any other

good cause rendering it necessary or expedient

to alter the place fixed on for any meeting of

the Convention, the bishop may change the

place or the time, or both, at his discretion."

On motion of the Rev. Mr. Dresser, Resolv-

ed, That the further consideration of this article

be postponed until after the consideration of the

remaining articles of the amended constitution.

A recess of the Convention then occurred, to

attend divine service by the Rev. Mr. Bartlett,

and a sermon by the Rev. Adam Empie, D D.
After service, on motion of the Rev. Dr.

Keith, the following additional rule of order was
adopted. " All questions of order shall be de-

cided in the first instance by the chair without

debate ; an apjieal, however, may be made from

his decision to the Convention, by any member
of the same."

The Convention then resumed the considera-

tion of the amendments to the constitution and

canons.

On motion of the Rev. Mr. Mann, the second

article of the Constitution, as reported by the
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committee to whom the subject of the revision

of the constitution and canons had been refer-

red by a previous Convention, was amended by

striknig out the words, " or if there be no ves-

try, by at least twelve persons who may with

propriety be considered as members of the Prot-

estant Episcopal Church duly notified : and the

election shall be certified by at least five mem-
bers of this church."

On motion of the Rev. William F. Lee, the

same article was farther amended, by adding
after the words " e.x-officio,"—" no person un-

der ecclesiastical censure or process shall be en-

titled to a seat in the Convention."
It was moved by the Hon. Hugh Nelson, that

the second article of the constitution terminate

with the word " ministers," in the third line

from the end of the same, which was decided in

the negative.

It was then moved by the same, and second-

ed by the Rev. Dr. Empie, to strike out the

last proviso of the second article of the consti-

tution—in these words, " provided also, that in

every case, the delegate or delegates shall be

communicants in the church."

Mr. Thomas Smith proposed to amend the

amendment by inserting the word " practicable"

before the word " case" in the last Imebut one.

But, before these propositions were acted

upon, the Convention adjourned until 4 o'clock

P. M.

Friday Afternoon.

The consideration of the amendment proposed

by Mr. Smith to the second article of the revi-

sed constitution was resumed and contmued.

The question being taken on concurring in

said amendment, it was decided in the negative.

On motion of the Rev. Mr. Grammer, the

further consideration of the other amendment
was postponed until to-morrow morning, at 9

o'clock ; to which hour the Convention, on mo-
tion, then adjourned.

Saturday, May 23, 1835.

The Convention met pursuant to adjourn-

ment, and was opened with prayer by the Rt.

Rev. Bishop Meade.
The minutes of the preceding day were read

and approved.

The Convention resumed the consideration

of the amendment to the second article of the

revised constitution, which proposed to strike

out the last proviso in the same.

On motion of the Rev. John Grammer, Re-

solved, That the question be taken by orders,

and that the ayes and noes be recorded.

The Rev. William G. H. Jones moved a call

of the house, which was ordered.

Col. Samuel H. Lewis and Mr. Daniel Gar-

land were excused from voting on this ques-

tion ; and 'Dr. J. F. Montgomery explained

the vote which he should give as in accordance

with the views of the parish which he represent-

ed, but not with his own.

The question was then taken upon the prop-

osition to strike out as above, and decided in

the negative by the following vote :

—

Ayes—Rev. Hobart M. Bartlett, Adam Empie,

D. D., Thomas Jackson, William G. Jackson,
William H. .Mitchell, Alexander Norris, George
W. Nelson, Ciiarles H. Page, F. G. .Smith, J.

P. B. Wilmer, and John H. Wingfield— II.

Noes—Rt. Rev. William Meade, D. D., Rev.
Ephraim Adams, George Adie, P. F. Berkeley,
William V. Bowers, Nicholas H. Cobbs, Charles
B. Dana, Charles Dresser, William Friend, John
Grammer, William G. H. Jones, Reuel Keith,

D. D., Archibald II Lamon, William F. Lee,
George Lemon, Charles Mann, Edward C.
M'Guire, John P. M'Guire, William Steele,

Philip Slaughter, Charles C. Taliaferro, Will-

iam N. Ward, D. M. Whiirton, George W'ood-
bridge, and John W. Woodville—25.

Ayes—Messrs. Walter Coles, Edmund Fon-
taine, John Gray, J. F. Montgomery, Hugh
Nelson, B. H. Randol[)h, and Thomas Smith—7.

Noes—Messrs. Thomas Atkinson, Hilary Ba-
ker, Upton Beall, James M. Bell, jun., Thomas
T. Bouldin, Alexander Brown, Thomas N. Bur-
well, Junius A. Clay, Thomas G. Coleman,
Charles R. Gibbs, Thurmcr Hoggard, Abram B.

Hooe, Thomas L. Latarie, Philip Nelson, John
Nelson, Nelson Sale, Henry B. Streshly, Rich-

ard Walke, David M. Walke, William M. Wal-
ler, and Seth Ward—21.

The second article, as amended, was then

adopted.

The third article was, on motion of the Rev.
Mr. Grammer, amended, by changing the word
"six" into the word " twelve" in both instances

in which it occurs, and then adopted.

The fourth and fifth articles were adopted

without amendment.
On motion of the Rev. Mr. Lee, the sixth

article was amended by inserting after the word
" necessary," in the fifth line, " or when requi-

red by the standing committee." The same
article was, on motion of the Rev. Dr. Empie,
further amended, by striking out the words, " as

often as he may think expedient," and inserting

in lieu of them the word " annually."

And, on motion of the Rev. Mr. Dresser, the

same article was further amended, by striking

out the last sentence, as follows :
" Whenever it

shall be necessary for the bishop to visit any

part of this diocess, he shall be authorized to

call a clergyman from any part of the diocess to

supply his place in the duties of his parochial

charge, for not more than two Sundays," and,

as thus amended, was adopted.

The seventh article was, on motion of the

Rev. Mr. Lee, amended, by inserting after the

word " next," in the fourth line, the words, " an-

nual Convention or until the next," so as to read,

" who shall continue in office until the next an-

nual Convention, or until the next election of a

president," and, as thus amended, was adopted.

The eighth and ninth articles were adopted

without air.endment.

On motion of the Rev. Mr. Lee, the tenth

article was amended by inserting in the third

line the words, " who shall be communicants

of the church in the diocess," after the words

" lay order," and, as thus amended, was adopted.

The eleventh article was adopted without

amendment.
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The twelfth article reported by the commit-

tee in the following words—" This constitution

shall be unalterable, except in the following

manner : a proposition for any change shall be

introduced in writing, and considered in Con-
vention, and, if approved of by a majority of two

thirds of the next ensuing Convention, the

change shall then take place ; and the consti-

tution, so altered, shall be valid and obligatory"

—was amended, by substituting in lieu of the

same the thirteenth article of the present con-

stitution.

The first article, as approved of by the last

Convention, was adopted.

On motion, it was Resolved, That the consti-

tution, as above amended, be transmitted to the

several vestries for their action thereon.

On motion of the Rev. Mr. Mann, the con-

sideration of the revised canons was postponed

until the next Convention.

The Rev. Mr. Page, from the committee on
the episcopal fund, made the following report :

—

The chairman of the committee upon the state

of the episcopal fund reports, from the only doc-

ument to which they have had access, that since

the last report there have been added to the bank-

—stock in the Farmers' Bank two shares of that

bank, and one share of the Bank of Potomac.
The number of shares held in the Farmers' Bank
is ninety. He also further reports, that the trus-

tees have to their credit in the Farmers' Bank
one hundred and fourteen dollars, which they ex-

pect to invest in the stock of this bank.
Charles H. Page.

On motion of the Rev. Mr. Cobbs, the fol-

lowing preamble and resolutions were adopt-

ed :—
Whereas this Convention have heard with

great pleasure of the exertions now making by

the Virginia Bible Society to rouse the whole

Christian world to an eflbrt (in dependance on

Divine assistance) to place the Bible in every

accessible reading family on earth within a

definite period ; and have witnessed with equal

satisfaction the general acceptance with which
this enterprise has been received, and the cor-

diality with which it has been thus far sustain-

ed by the churches under their care :

Resolved, That they do most heartily renew
the recommendation given by them in 1833, of

the objects of the society, to all the churches
under their care ; recommending to them to

sustain those objects by the prayer of faith, by

generous contribution, and by every proper ex-

ertion of their influence.

Resolved, That they recommend the Rev.
Wm. M. Atkinson, the general agent of the

society, to the support of the churches of this

diocess, in the execution of the important duties

with which he is charged.

Resolved, That this Convention do most cor-

dially recommend the objects of the Virginia

Bible Society, referred to in the preamble, to

the support of all Protestant Episcopalians in

the United States, and throughout the world.

The Rev. Mr. Mann, from the conjmittee on
the accounts of the treasurer of the society for

the relief of widows and orphans of clergymen

in the Protestant Episcopal Church, made the
following report, which was accepted.

The committee on the accounts of the treas-

urer of the society for the relief of the wWows and
orphans of clergymen in the Protestant Episco-
pal Church, beg leave to report, that they have
examined the same, and find it in all respects
correct, and renew the thanks which have here-
tofore been given to the amiable and benevolent
gentleman who has so long gratuitously fulfilled

the office of treasurer and secretary. By his re-

port it appears, that .$1,100 of the capital of the
society has been lost by the failure of the Bank of
Alexandria ; and that there remains the very im-
portant sum of §8,104 96, yielding an annual in-

come of about $400. There are but two annui-
tants, whose claims together do not amount to

more than $48 per annum, leaving a balance in

favour of the society's annual income of upwards
of $350. Could the annual contributions of even
a majority of the clergy be received, in addition

to this surplus increase, there would soon be ac-

cumulated a fund amply sufficient to secure the
ends of this benevolent association, and to assist

materially in the support of the indigent families

of deceased ministers. But, in the present state

of the society, few of the clergy can be induced
to connect themselves with it, from a conviction

that no funds can be sufficiently secure which
are left in the hands of an individual, however
trustworthy, who is responsible to no body capa-
ble in law of enforcing a claim against him. The
fact of this unwillingness led the chairman of this

committee, at the last meeting of the Convention,
to recommend a correspondence with the society

incorporated in Maryland for similar objects, with
a view of ascertaining whether, through their

agency, greater security could be given to the
funds, and greater confidence in their permanen-
cy. This correspondence has been entered into,

and there is reason to believe all the object it had
in view may be secured. The committee would,
however, recommend an application to the legisla-

ture of Virginia for an act of incorporation, and, in

the event of its failure, then an application to the
society in Maryland. The views of the commit-
tee are expressed in the following resolution.

Charles Mann, Chairman.

Resolved, That the standing committee of

this diocess be requested to inquire into the ex-

pediency of obtaining an act of incorporation

from the legislature of Virginia, and, in the

event of failing in that object, of connecting the

society of this diocess for the relief of widows
and oqiiians of deceased clergymen of the Prot-

estant Episcopal Church, with the society, in-

corporated for the same purpose, in the diocess

of Maryland. And if the terms offered by that

society be such as said committee approve, that

they be authorized to transfer the funds of this

society to the treasurer of that institution, to

be held in trust for the purposes set forth in the

constitution of the society of this diocess for the

relief of widows and orphans of deceased clergy-

men of the Protestant Episcopal Church.

The funds arc as follows :—
1 13 shares of Farmers' Bank, Alex-

andria, stock, at par, - - $5,650 00
5 shares of Alexandria Bank stock,

Carried forward, ^5,650 00
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Brought forward, $5,650 00
share Bank of Virginia stock, at

l)ar, 100 00
Note and bond, bearing interest of G

percent., - . - - 2,200 00
Cash on hand, .... 154 96

$8,104 96

The Rev. Edward C. M'Guire, from the com-
mittee on the state of the church, made ilie fol-

lowing report :
—

The committee on the state of the church beg
leave to present the following report :

—

Having availed themselve.< of all the sources of
information within their reach, the committee
feel themselves authorized m congratulating their

brethren on the favourable aspect presented by
the church in this diocess. The zealous devo-
tion to their duties evinced by the clergy, and
hearty co-operation of the laity in every good work,
furnish pleasing topics of grateful contemplation,
and the sure pledges of increasing strength and
abounding prosperity to our Zion. The religion

of the Saviour is one of means ; and in their

faithful employment the most excellent results

may be expected as the heaven-ordained fruit.

As he who sows his fields may fairly calculate

that his labour will not be in vain, so the efforts

expended on the vineyard of the Lord will surely

be crowned in the end with the richest success.

In this allusion to encouragmg appearances in

the state of the diocess, the progress of the in-

visible church is not specially contemplated, for,

we must say, there is not before us the evidence
of any very signal increase in this respect. We
refer more particularly to the general growth of

the church—the extension of her borders—the

erection of church edifices—the appearances of

energy among her menibers—all indicating a

healthy action throughout the whole system. In

these things we see the ordained means of pre-

serving the faith in its purity, and of securing to

the church that divinely-promised blessing which

shall keep alive upon her altars the vestal fires of

true religion, and perpetuate her, as its consecra-

ted nursery, to the remotest periods of time.

The general attention which is given to the

religious tuition of youth by Sunday Schools

and Bible classes, connecting information on the

distinctive principles of the church with the

higher illuminations of scriptural knowledge, sup-

plies a ground of pleasing reflection in anticipation

of those substantial fruits which have, in every

age of the church, attended well directed and

sustained catechetical instruction.

There is much to gratify the Christian bosom
in the increased regard which has been recently

extended by the church to the spiritual necessities

of our coloured population. Of late years, they

have shared more largely the pastoral attentions

of the clergy than at any former period. In more
frequent ministerial labours among them, the best

influences have been exerted in their Ijehalf—

such as have already been marked by decidedly

salutary results. It is hoped that ministers and

masters will foster a growing sense of their re-

sponsibilities on this point, and duly consider the

words of Christ, in all their comprehensiveness

and divine authority, when he said, " Feed my
sheep."
Your committee concur in the recommendation

emanating from the venerable senior bishop, re-

specting the system of " weekly orterings" in aid

of a fund for the relief of our infant and weaker
X 2

parishes. Regarding this measure as one of tried

excellence, we commend it as evidently calcula-

ted to pro<iucc imjiortant practical results to the
chuicli, without proving a sensible inconvenience
to her friends. A small weekly sum given by
many individuals, will in the aggregate form an
imposing revenue, not felt by the contributors,

while immense good is eflecled by its ultimate

judicious api)roi)nation.

The Convention recollect the recommendation
of the Virginia Prayer-Book and Tract Society,

by the same respected authority. Your commit-
tee would add their eftbrts to bring this matter
distinctly before the church. The importance of

circulating the prayer-book and suitable reli-

gious tracts through the diocess is well under-

stood, and we know of no plan better calculated

to efl'ect this desirable end than the one just re-

ferred to. This society invites the formation of

auxiliaries, and offers important advantages to

them. A resolution of the society proposing to

furnish the prayer-book at half price to all those

congregations in which collections might be

taken up in aid of its funds, is unbodied in the

bishop's address, and certainly presents induce-

ments which are entitled to the consideration of

the church.
The committee have concurred in recommend-

ing a measure to the Convention, whose adoption

they deem of considerable importance. The refer-

ence is to a principle regulating the annual Con-
ventions, in regard to the place of meeting. Much
inconvenience has been experienced under pres-

ent circumstances in unnecessary consumption
of time, by protracted and sometimes unedifying

debate, growing out of various and conflicting

views and wishes on this point. By fixing per-

manently the places of meeting, with a due regard

to the reasonable claims of all sections of the dio-

cess, and to a proper alternation between the up-

per and lower districts of the state, it is believed

that much would be, done towards satisfying the

minds of individuals, and removing temptations to

undue anxiety and unseemly exertions in diverting

the Convention from Us proper routine of impar-

tial annual migration. In conformity with these

views, the following towns are named as suitable

places for the future meetings of the Convention,

and in the order of their enumeration, viz. :

—

Freitericksburg, Petersburg, Winchester, Rich-

mond, Charlottesville, Alexandria, Staunton, Nor-

folk, and Lynchburg.
All which is respectfully submitted.

Edward C. M'Guire, Chairman.

On motion of the Rev. Mr. Dresser, the

names of Richmond and Norfolk, in the last

paragraph, were transposed, and the report was

accepted.

The Rev. Mr. Wingfield, from the committee

on parochial reports, made the following report,

which was accepted :

—

The committee to whom were referred the

parochial reports, having discharged the duty as-

signed them, herewith return the same, to be en-

tered on the journal. They have also prepared

an abstract, showing at one view the state of the

church in those parishes from which reports have

been received. It is, however, very imperfect, in

consequence of the neglect of clergymen to draw

up their reports according to the prescribed form.

In compliance with a resolution of the last Con-

vention, they herewith furnish a list of those

clergymen, having care of souls, from whom no

reports h;ive been received, viz. :— Kev. C. W.
Andrews, William Armstrong, Ebenezer Boyden,
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Mark L. Chevers, Josias Clapham, John Cole,

William M. Jackson, A. Jones, and Jacob Keel-

ing. Signed by order of the committee.

J. H. Wing FIELD, Chairman.
Monumental Church, Richmond. R. C. Moore,

rector—communicants one hundred and eighty

—

baptisms, three atlults, forty-four children, total

forty-seven. Sunday School is in a very promis-

ing contUtion, and every pew on the ground floor

is rented.

At a general meeting in the Monumental Church,

upwards of ;S4,000 were subscribed, chiefly by thai

congregation, for the Theological Seminaiy. Two
scholarships have been fornied by sundry individ-

uals for educating young men for the holy minis-

try ; and $100 contributed by the auxiliary society

for the same.
A collection has been taken up to aid the funds

of the Prayer-Book and Tract Society ; and an-

other in favour of the Virginia Bible Society.

Collections also have been made to promote the

interests of the Sunday School, and the Saturday

Sewing School, the last of which has recently

been established for the benefit of poor children.

There has been this year an increase in the con-

tribution to the Missionary Society. Three classes

have been formed for Biblical instruction, which
together number about one hundred.

Christ Church, Norfolk, Elizabeth River parish.

The rector entered upon his charge the middle of

January last, and was soon encouraged to hope
that an unusual seriousness was taking possession

of the minds of a considerable number of his hear-

ers. This was greatly increased, and in many in-

stances brought to a happy conclusion, by some
deeply-interesting services, which were performed
during five or si.x successive days in the latter

part of March. At that time the Rev. Mr. Mann,
accompanied by two esteemed brethren from
Baltimore, the Rev. Messrs. Henshaw and Johns,

paid a visit to Norfolk, with the view of making
collections for our Theological Seminary at Ale.x-

andria. The rector availed himself of this oppor-

tunity to have frequent religious services, with a

view to the spiritual interests of his congregation.

In this he was cordially supported by the Rev. Mr.

Boyden, minister of St. Paul's Church, and the

Rev. Mr. Winglield,of Portsmouth, whose congre-

gations shared in the services.

Bishop Moore also came down from Richmond,
and lent us much affectionate aid. Our services

were continued for six successive days, and divi-

ded between the three congregations. At an early

hour of the morning a goodly number met togeth-

er with the ministers in one of the churches, and,

by suitable exercises, were prepared for the large

assemblies at the hour of eleven, and at night. At
these meetings, besides the prayers and hymns,
several short addresses were delivered, well cal-

culated to make them interesting and profitable.

The sermons, also, in the after part of the day,

were usually followed by short and touching ex-

hortations. An interest proportioned to the zeal

and sound judgment which were put forth on the

occasion was soon awakened, and continued to

increase to the conclusion of the services. All

who were present at those exercises expressed

themselves well pleased, and hoped for the fre-

quent return of inem. I'he fruits thereof have
been such as to gratify the hearts of all the friends

of the church. Concerning thirty persons, who
have since made a public profession of religion,

the minister, after much intercourse with most of

them, entertains the pleasing hope that they have
]iassed from death unto lile. They appear deter-

mined to answer the description of God's people,

tliat is, to be a peculiar people, zealous of good

works. The most happy effect seems also to have
been produced upon the old professors of religiorj.

They have been stirred up to more zeal, and been
made to remember the time of their first love, and
to do their first works.
One evidence of an awakened interest in behalf

of the kingdom of Christ was furnished before the

close of our services, in the liberal subscriptions

of four thousand dollars to our seminary.

The rector has seen other evidences, in the

readiness manifested by the congregation to en-

gage in every good work recommended by him.
The Sunday School has increased considerably,

numbering thirty teachers, and one hundred and
eighty scholars. The instructions in the cate-

chism, delivered every Saturday afternoon in Lent,

were well attended by parents and children.

The little children have formed themselves into

a Missionary Society on the plan of weekly offer-

ings, of one, two, or three cents each—and in a
short time have raised nearly twenty-five dollars.

Shortly before the rector left Norfolk for the

Convention, he presented the wants of the Mis-

sionary Society to the congregation, and express-

ed a hope that the adults would adopt the plan al-

ready so happily pursued by the young catechu-

mens. Between forty and fifty names were im-

mediately sent in, and an assurance given that a
regular Missionary Society would be formed
among the gentlemen, and the good work prose-

cuted during his absence. He is happy, also, to

state to the Convention, that the cause of the Tem-
perance Society finds increasingfavour among the

members of our church in Norfolk. During the

association above mentioned, a meeting was ap

pointed in Christ Church for addresses on this sub-

ject ; but m consequence of rain, which prevented

a full assembly, it was postponed. Subsequent
meetings have been held in the town since that

time, at which he was gratified to see a consider

able number of those belonging to our commu-
nion to enrol their names.
Upon the whole, the rector, in considering the

state of the congregation, has reason to thank God
and take courage. According to the requisition

of the canon he states, that on the hst furnished

by his predecessor there were two hundred and
sixteen communicants when he took charge of
the congregation—to these twenty-four have been
added, and six are ready to unite on the first op-

portunity. There have been nineteen baptisms,

one of which was an adult. Thirty have been
confirmed. There have been seven funerals and
five marriages.

All which is respectfully submitted by the rector,

WiLi.iAM Meade,
Assistant Bishop of Virginia.

Christ Church, Lancaster county. Ephraim Ad-
ams, rector. Communicants, added eleven (two
of whom are from another parish), removed three,

excommunicated two (one of whom is a coloured
person), present number forty—baptisms, adults

two, infants thirty-five, viz., white seventeen, col-

oured eighteen, total thirty-seven — confirmed
eight—one marriage^funerals eleven, viz., white
SIX, coloured five. The amount of money collect-

ed for the different institutions connected with the
church is $443 25.

Two societies were formed in the course of the
last year, which have contiibuted much towards
strengthening the bonds of union among the mem-
bers of the church, and, we trust, towards the ad-

vancement of the cause of religion generally—

a

" Protestant Episcopal Female Society for the
spread of the gospel," and a " Protestant Episco-
pal Prayer-Book and Tract Society," formed by
the gentlemen of the parish.
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The Bible class is in the same state of prosper-

•rtty as at the period of the last Convention. The
cause of temperance is prosperous—many mem-
bers have been added to the society during the

last year.

Shelburn parish, Leesburg, Loudoun county.

George Adie, rector. Communicants, added live,

removed four, died two, whole number seventy.

The circumstances of the congregation nearly as

last reported. Baptisms twenty-two—marriages

ten—funerals seven.

UpperviUe. No material change since the last

report. The completion of the church lias been

delayed, in consequence of the unfaithfulness of

some of the contractors ; but we hope measures

will be adopted by the friends of our Zioii in that

neighbourhood to secure its speedy completion.

Middleburg and Aldie. Nearly as last reported.

The rector continues to preach frequently to a

large and attentive coloured congregation in Lees-

burg, and hopes, from the increased attention and

good order uniformly observed, that his labours in

that department have not been altogether in vain.

Raleigh and Dale parishes, Amelia and Ches-

terfield counties. P. F. Berkeley, rector. Com-
municants, removed two, died one, present number
twenty-seven—baptisms, infants three—marriages

four—funerals, white one, coloured five, total six

—famihes twenty-six, adults seventy-seven, chil-

dren forty-six. Collected for the ditVerent institu-

tions connected with the church, $233 25.

The rector took charge of these parishes the

first of February. To them his whole time is

given, with the exception of one Sunday in the

month, on which he preaches at Genito, in Pow-
hatan. In two of these counties the services of

the afternoon of Sunday are in behalf of the ser-

vants. The Education and Missionary Societies

are in active operation. There is also a voluntary

association of eight or ten little girls, members
of a private school, in behalf of the support of their

minister ; to whose comfort, as well as gratifica-

tion, the results have added much. Considerable

interest is manifested by a few m the exercises of

a Bible class, and of a monthly prayer-meeting fur

missions.

St. Martin's parish, Hanover and Louisa coun-

ties. William V. Bowers, Rector. Communi-
cants, added eight, removed four, died three, total

fifty-seven—baptisms, adults two, infants eight,

total ten—marriages two—funerals twelve—num-

ber of families forty. Amount collected for benev-

olent purposes upwards of §250.

The present rector has had charge of this par-

ish little more than nine months, since 1st of last

August. How far the truth, through his instru-

mentality, has been felt upon the hearts of his

hearers, he is unable to say, but he sincerely hopes

that in some degree it has been with sanctifying and

saving power. There arc two Sunday Schools,

one of which has been formed this spring. No.

1 contains ten teachers and fifty-two scholars
;

No. 2 fifteen teachers and forty scholars ;
attend-

ance in both about ninety pupils. Meetings have

been held on Sunday afternoons for the coloured

population : from fifty to one hundred have attend-

ed in good weather. There are several benevolent

societies, and the missionary concert of prayer is

held everv month.
St. John's Church, Henrico parish. Robert B.

Crocs, olhciating minister. Communicants, added

fourteen, removed six, present number thirly-

s^ven—baptisms, two of adults, and sixteen ot

children, total eighteen—fourteen marriages, and

twenty-eight burials. Fifteen persons have been

confirmed.
The Sunday School at the present time cannot

be considered as flourishing. There are twelve

teachers, nine of whom are generally diligent and
punctual. The number of scholars registered is

about one hundred and ten. A brick building has

been erected in the churchyard, which is used

l)Oth for the Sunday School and a week-day
school; dimensions, 37 feet by 25; cost, $750. In

the spring of 1833 more than $900 were raised by

the members of the female association of this par-

ish, by means of a fair. Of this sum §800 will be

appropriated towards the erection of a tower, and

•SlOO towards the purchase of a bell. .fG4 have

been contributed by the pew-holders of the church

for the General Episcopal Sunday School Union-

As to " spiritual things," the olficiating minister

has thus far met with very hltle to encourage his

heart.

Hanover, May 15, 1835. Owing to the situation

of my health, and the destitute condition of many
congregations around me which have been long

soliciting my services, I determined, shortly alter

the la.st Convention, to resign my charge of St.

Martin's parish, which I had held for ten years,

and to devote my time, as far as 1 should be able,

to their service. Having procured during the last

summer the services of tlie Rev. Mr. Bowers to

supply my place, I have since been endeavouring

to supply the wants of the destitute in some of the

surrounding counties. But, owing to the extreme

severity of the winter, and other causes not under

my control, I have as yet been able to accomplish

nothing worth reporting, but to discover an ex-

tensive field of labour, and the earnest soUcitude

of many to have the regular services of our church.
John Cooke.

Christ Church, Alexandria, Fairfax parish.

Charles B. Dana, rector. Communicants, added

eight, died one, total one hundred and twenty, of

whom twelve are coloured—baptisms, children,

white eighteen, coloured four, total twenty-two—

confirmations three—marriages three— funerals

thirteen—number of families seventy. Amount
contributed for ditferent institutions connected

with the church about §270. With this church

are connected a very flourishing Sunday School,

which is furnished with a library of nearly five

hundred volumes ; two Bible classes, and several

benevolent societies.

The rector took the charge of this church the

first of July, 1834 ; and, although nothing of very

special interest has marked its religious character

since that time, still there have some things oc-

curred which call for gratitude on the part of the

minister, and for the prayers of those whose

hearts are interested in the advancement of the

Redeemer's cause. The congregation has been

gradually increasing ; lectures during the week

have generally been well attended, and the appa-

rent interest with which divine truth has been

heard, inspires the hope that the gospel is not

preached in vain.

Mount Laurel Church, Antnm parish, Halilax

county. John T. Clark, minister. Communi-

cants, added one, total eleven—baptisms, adult

one, children three—families attached to the

church nine—a small Sunday School is kept up,

chiefly by the zeal and diligence ot one female.

During a greater part of the yeir, a second ser-

vice has been held in the church tor the beneht of

the coloured population, and a third ser^•ice at

private houses in the neighbourhood. A few

friends of the church have procure<l a deserted

meeting-house, at a place called Rock Spring,

which they are repairing for an Epi6C0()al church

St John's Church, Moore parish, Campbell

county This church has been without any regu-

lar services since the departure from this diocess
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of the Rev. Mr. Osgood. The congregation,

which had become entirely dispersed, has not yet

been all collected again. It is, however, increas

ing, and there is promise of some additions to the

communion. Communicants, known, seven—one
funeral—catechumens fourteen.

St. Mark's Church, Antrim parish, Halifax

county. Charles Dresser, minister. Communi-
cants, added three, died one, removed one, total

thirty-three—baptisms, adult one, children five,

total SIX—marriages seven—funerals six, two of

coloured persons. Connected with this congre-

gation are a small Sunday School and liible class.

Measures have been taken for the erection of a

church in the village of MeadsviUe, about nine

miles from the courthouse. The Education and
Missionary Societies in this parish having been
found less efficient than was desirable, the plan

of " weekly otferings" to these charities has been
adopted, and the result promises to be a much
larger income than formerly.

St. Andrew's Church, Camden parish, Pittsyl-

vania. Communicants, added two, total thirteen

—baptisms, adult one, children four, total five

—

marriages four—funerals four. At the courthouse
in this county, where I have preached several

times during the spring, a favourable disposition

has bt^en manifej^ted towards the church. Could
they have more preaching, much good would no
doubt result.

St. Margaret's and Grace Churches, Carohne
county. William Friend, rector. Communicants
fifty—baptisms, two white, six coloured, total

eight—one marri.ige—funerals, two white, eight

coloured, total ten.

The rector has but little of interest to report

respecting the churches under his care. The
congregations are usually large and attentive, and
there is exhibited much apparent interest in the

concerns of religion.

The Temperance Society has received several

accessions during the past year ; but there is

reason to fear that this cause, so conducive to the
interests of religion and the welfare of society, is

rapidly declining among us.

St. Andrew's parish, Brunswick county, and
Bath parish, Dinwiddie county. John Grammer,
rector. Communicants, added three, removed
two, died one, total three, present number forty-

nine—baptisms, white adults three, infants nine,

coloured infants six, total eighteen—marriages,
white five, coloured one, total six— funerals,

white twelve, coloured eight, total twenty—the
number of families is about twenty. Of the indi-

viduals who could be properly reported as belong-
ing to the congregations, the number cannot be
ascertained. The collections for different institu-

tions connected with the church have amounted
to .f328 89.

The Sunday School at Bath parish still con-
tinues its operations ; and although the number of
scholars is and always has been small, and the
school sustained almost entirely by the etforts of
one family, yet the moral and spiritual benefit
that has evidently resulted from it furnishes a
strong motive to increased zeal and diligence.
The condition of these parishes is much the

same that it was at the time of the last report
;

presenting but little to encourage, but much to be
deplored.

Hungar's Church, Hungar's parish, Northamp-
ton county. S. S. Gunter, rector. Communi-
cants, added six, removed one, died one, total

thirty-three—baptisms thirty-five—confirmations
six— marriages twenty-four—funerals twenty-five.
Within the last year, that part of the rector's time
formerly given to the new church, Eastville, has

been transferred to the Union Chapel, where
there are large and attentive congregations.

Trinity Church and Trinity Chapel, Augusta
parish. William G. Jackson, rector. Communi-
cants, added sixteen, removed three, died one,
total eighty-two—funerals four—marriages, white
seven, coloured three, total ten—baptisms, white
children twenty-seven, coloured three, white
adults two, total thirty-two. Families about sixty-

five.

There are three Bible classes under the care of
the rector. The Sunday School is well sustain-

ed. It numbers about eighty-five scholars, who
are instructed by thirteen teachers.

It may be well to state, that one of my most
valued and beloved parishioners expects to em-
bark for Greece early in the ensuing fall. While
the parish will deeply feel the loss which it will

sustain in the removal of Miss Baldwin, yet it

cannot but rejoice in being privileged to add so
important a re-enforcement to that missionary sta-

tion.

A scholarship has been established in the Theo-
logical Seminary of Virginia, and the first pay-

ment (S7.5) made, and $il85 contributed to the

funds of the same institution.

The Bible, the Temperance, and other Socie-

ties, have not been forgotten in our prayers and
alms, and a fund is now raising, by monthly con-
tributions, for Domestic and Foreign Missions.

A plan has been matured for a weekly collec-

tion of the charities of the church.

Norborne parish, Berkeley county. W. P. C.

Johnson, rector. Communicants, removed six,

present number one hundred and fifteen—bap-

tisms, infants, nine—marriages fifteen—funerals

four.

There have been no material changes in this

parish since my last report. The various benevo-
lent institutions connected with the church still

continue to receive encouragement. There is a
large and interesting congregation of coloured
persons, to whom 1 officiate once a month.

St. Paul's Church, Alexandria. J. T. John-
son, rector. Communicants, added eight, remo-
ved six, died four, total one hundred and thirty-

seven—baptisms, while adults three, while in-

fants twenty-one, coloured infants six, total thirty

—confirmed twelve—marriages three—funerals

twenty-two. Number of families not exactly

known.
Amount collected for different institutions con-

nected with the church, $185 65, e.vclusive of

$500, balance due on a new organ. For the gen-
eral fund, enclosed, $25.

The institutions connected with the church
arc all in a flourishing condition, viz. :—Sunday
School, Missionary, and Tract Societies. The
number of scholars actually belonging to the

Sunday School amount to two hundred and four,

sixty-seven in the male department, one hundred
and thirty-seven in the female—under the charge
of nine male and sixteen female teachers, and
two superintendents. Of those added to the
communion during the past year, five were teach-

ers in the school at the time of their connexion
with the church.
The congregation has been and is steadily in-

creasing : the services of the sanctuarj' are re-

markably well attended, and harmony prevails.

God grant that all may " hold the faith in unity
of spirit, in the bond of peace, and in righteous-

ness of life."

St. Thomas's Church, Orange county. W. G.
H. Jones, rector. Communicants, added one, re-

moved three, total thirty-two—baptisms, adult

one, children eleven, total twelve—confirmations
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three—marriages eight—funerals five. Famihes
thirty-two.

Waliter's Church, Albemarle. Communicants,
addetl three, died one, total (ifteen—one funeral

—

confirmations .seven. Families ten.

The new church at Orange courthouse has
been completed, and is neat and commodious.
Expense about $.'1,500, about $1,000 of which is

still unpaid ; arrangements, however, are making
for the removal of the del)t, and the rector relies

much upon the zeal and self-denial of the ladies
of his charge to effect this object. The Orange
t'emale scholarship at the Theological Seminary
of Virginia has been completed. 'I'herc is a Sun-
day School of twenty-five or thirty scholars, and a
small Bible class of young ladies. The temper-
ance cau.se continues to progress—the number of
members in the county not exactly known. The
coloureil population both in Orange and at Walk-
er's Church receive stated services, and the pros-

pects in both congregations, upon the whole, are
encouraging.

St. Stephen's Church, Culpepper and Bloom-
field parish, Madison county. A. H. Lamon, rec-

tor. Communicants, added three, removed four-

teen, died two, total seventy -seven—baptisms,
adult one, children, twenty one white, two col-

oured, total twenty-four—marriages nine—funer-
als eight. Amount collected for different institu-

tions connected with the church about .$120.

Hamilton and Leeds parislies, Fauquier county.
Communicants, added seven, two of which are

accessions from other parishes, whole number
about seventy—baptisms si.x—marriages nineteen
—funerals three. The number of families up-

wards of forty.

'I"he congregation in Hamilton parish is gener-
ally good, and frequently very large ; that in Leeds,
comparatively small. There is a Temperance
Society within the limits of each parish.

Kanawha parish. John Martin, rector. Com-
municants, Charlestown fourteen ; Coal fourteen

;

Saline's three ; total thirty-one—one funeral—one
marriage—bapti-sms seven, adults two. $42 have
been collected for the missionary objects of the

church, and $1,500 subscribed towards the erec-

tion of a church, and the hope is indulged that the

building will be commenced during this summer.
St. George's Church, Fredericksburg. E. C.

M'Guire, rector. Communicants, added nine, re-

moved six, died three, total one hundred and sixty

—baptisms, adults two, infants fourteen, total

sixteen—marriages twelve—funerals seventeen.

Number of families one hundred. Adults and in-

fants five hundred. Sunday School teachers

thirty-five, scholars two hundred. Members of

Bible class fifty.

Amount contributed to various institutions,

charitable and religious, $1,000, besides $1,040
subscribed in April to the Theological Seminary
of Virginia.

In the state of the congregation there is nothing

worthy of special notice. Our condition is very

much what it was at the period of our last report.

There is an encouraging amount of zeal and
activity with us in behalf of our religious and be-

nevolent institutions.

The Prayer- Book and Tract Society is opera-

ting advantageously to the church in our section

of the country. The Female Missionary Society

have had a useful missionary in their employ for

the last five months.
The temperance reformation has many friends

with us. Monthly meetings are held by its mem-
bers for the public discussion of subjects connect-

ed with this important cause, and a growing inter-

est in its belialf seems to prevail. The claims of

the coloured population have been regarded by us
to some extent.

St. Anne's and South I'^arnham parishes, Essex
county. John P. M'Guire, rector.

St. Anne's. Comnuinicants, added two, total

thirty-six, one coloured — l)apli»ms, infants three

—

confirmations six—marriages two — funerals two.
South Farnharn. Communicants, added eight,

formerly omitted three, total thirty-one—baptisms,
inlanis eight—one marriage— funerals four.

St. Mary's parish, Caroline county. Congrega-
tion at Port Koyal. Communicants, added one,
total sixteen—baptisms, infants two.

In these parishes, our efforts in behalf of the
Mission.Try Society, and other associations con-
nected with the church, are continued. 'I'he pros-
pects of the temperance reformation are impro-
ving. The church in Port Koyal will soon be
ready for consecration.
The S|)iritual condition of our congregations has

not much improved, except in South Farnharn.
There more religious feeling has been manifested
than at any previous period.

St. George's and St. James's Churches, Acco-
mack county. William H. Mitchel, minister.

St. George's Church. Communicants, added
four, total twenty— families twenty-eight—bap-
tisms three—marriages two—funerals two.
A Bible class has been formed in this con-

gregation, which meets once a fortnight in the
summer and spring, the number of members vary-
ing from ten to twenty.

St. James's Church. Communicants twenty-
two—families forty-five—baiitisms, five children,

one adu'lt, total six— one funeral.

A Bible class has been in operation at Drum-
mondtown, and another at Onancock, during the
past summer and spring. The minister is encour-
aged to believe and hope that a greater serious-

ness pervades the congregations of which he has
the charge, and a greater interest is manifested in

the solemn services of the liturgy. An Kducation
Society, established by the ladies of this parish,

contributed since the present minister has been
ofiicialing there $20.

Christ Church, Kastville, Northampton county.
Eastern shore, Virginia. William H. Mitchell,

minister. Communicants, added two, total thirty

—families twenty-five—baptisms four—marriages
two—funerals three.

A Bible class has been formed in this congre-
gation, numbering twenty, which meets once a
fortnight during the spring and summer, when a
chapter out of the New Testament is explained,
and remarks made by the minister.

During the summer and spring, a large number
of the black population attend a lecture in this

church on every other Sunday afternoon. They
are taught to unite in the responses of our liturgy,

and appear to feel its evangelical power, by the

earnestness and solemnity with which they utter

devout aspirations. The Female Education So-
ciety of this church contributed tlie last spring

$30, and the present spring $35.
Westover parish, Charles City county. Alex-

ander Norris, rector. Communicants, added four,

removed one, died three, total eighteen—bap-
tisms, adult one, white infants three, coloured

four, total eight—one marriage—funerals sixteen

—families about twenty, adults about lorty, chil-

dren about fifty.

Amount collected for the dilVerent institutions

connected with the church, $290 56.

Though the general aspect of this parish is as

good as, under existing circumstances, could rea-

sonably be expected, yet it is far from being alto-

gether such as we desire. The vacant seats on
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church days, the feeble response in our public wor-
ship, the number of children unbaptized, the want
of interest in the church and her institutions, are
intimations, too plain to be misunderstood, that

there is much room for improvement.
Lunenburg and Farnham parishes, Richmond

county, and Ycomico Church, Westmoreland.
G. W. Nelson, rector. Confirmations seven

—

communicants, added eight, total thirty-eight

—

baptisms ten, one adult—one funeral—one mar-
riage.

A Sunday School has been recently established

at Lunenburg, and one also at Y'comico. There
is a flourishing Temperance Society in each
county ; and the cause of temperance is mani-
festly gaining ground. Services in the afternoon
of the Sabbath have been held in each of the
churches for the coloured people, which have gen-
erally been well attended. A Female Society, for

general religious purposes, has recently been or-

ganized in Lunenburg and Ycomico.
Lexington parish, Amherst county, and Nelson

parish, Nelson county. Communicants, added
twelve, died one, total seventy-nine— baptisms,
one coloured adult, infants nine—marriages nine
—funerals eleven.

The benevolent institutions of the church and
country have not been overlooked. The Bible
Society, the Education Society, the Domestic
and Foreign Missionary Society, ihe Colonization
Society, and the Society for the promotion of
Temperance, have received from the friends and
members of the church a support, not large, but,
like the widow's mite, blessed of heaven.
The coloured people have shared a portion of the

minister's care ; in return for which they seem
thankful, and it is hoped may be built up in thefaith.

In the death of the Rev. Mr. Black, the churches
in Amherst were deprived of a minister, who was
zealously employed in the service of his parishion-
ers. " But death to him has been gain." " Bles-
sed are the dead who die in the Lord."

St. Paul's Church, Lynchburg. F. G. Smith,
rector. Communicants, added five, removed two,
deceased two, total si.'iiy-tive—baptisms, of white
infants five—marriages four—funerals four.

In behalf of the charities of the church, nothing
has been done at all commensurate with their just
demands. The attendance on the public services
of the church has increased.

St. James's parish, Mecklenburg county. Will-
iam Steel, rector. There is a greater prospect of
good resulting from our ministration at present,

than at any former time since our removal to this

parish. The congregations are greatly increased.
Several interesting cases have come to our knowl-
edge, of persons who will join the church when
opportunity is offered. Communicants, deaths
five, removed four, additions four, total thirty-

eight—baptisms fifteen—funerals ten. A new
church has been built at Abbyville, and St.

James's Church has been removed during the last

winter, for the convenience of members, four miles
lower down the country.

Charlotte county. 'I have attended in this

county the two la;'it years, one Sabbath in the
month, except in the winter ; and in October last,

had the assistance of the Rev. Messrs. Dresser
and (Mark, at an association. A church is now
building, thirty-two by forty-four feet, which will

be ready, it is expected, by July. Much iiiterfst

is felt for the prosperity of our Zion, and the im-
pression made on the public mind, so far as we
nave heard, is of the most favourable kind.

I have regularly preached to the coloured peo-
ple at Abbvvillrt on my staled days, in the atter-

noon, for three years past, and am often called to

ofTiciate at their funerals. The congregations
have uniformly been large and attentive.

Hamilton and Dettingen parishes, Prince Will-
iam county. P. Slaughter, jr., rector. Commu-
nicants twenty-two—families thirty-five.

There has been an obvious increase of prayer,
and faith, and exertion among the communicants
of these parishes ; and some souls have, 1 trust,

passed from darkness to light, who will attach
themselves to the communion on the first favour-
able opportunity.

Bristol parish, Dinwiddle county. Andrew
Syme, rector. Communicants, added five, died
two, total seventy-five—baptisms, adults one, in-

fants sixteen, total seventeen—marriages six—

•

deaths nineteen. Amount of collection made for

the Education Society, $70.
Cumberland parish, Lunenburg county. C.

C. Taliaferro, rector. Communicants, added
thirteen, died one, total thirty-nine—funerals

two—baptisms, children twelve—three Sunday
Schools, and two Bible classes. We have one
male and two female Education Societies. Col-
lected for objects connected with the church,
about $220.
A mite Missionary Society was formed in Jan-

uary, which promises to do much good.

The African chapel, referred to in my last re-

port, has not been built, but arrangements are now
making to have it erected early in the summer.
I still continue my attention to the poor sons of

Africa around me, and believe my preaching to

them is not in vain. Of the beneficial influence

of Bible classes and prayer-meetings, I have had
abundant evidence the past year. Of twelve or fif-

teen persons who were members, or who con-

stantly attended our Bible class meetings, every

one has professed to be converted, and become
united to some church in credible profession.

Thus the word of God, though sown in much
weakness, was blessed of Him who alone can
make it efficacious. But for providential circum-
stances, others would have been added to the

communion and reported now.
Harrison and Monongalia counties. William

Norvell Ward, missionary. Communicants sev-

en—baptisms, one adult, infants four— one mar-
riage—funerals two—a Sunday School at Clarks-

burg promising much good, number of scholars

sixty.

Christ Church and North Garden Church, Al-

bemarle county, and Rockfish Church, Nelson
county. Communicants, added seven, total fifty-

two—baptisms, white infants five—one marriage

—funerals two.

The ofhciating minister reports that he first un-

dertook this charge in Octoljcr last. Provision

has since been made for the erection of two
churches, and for the completion of a third, all of

which are now in progress. Sunday Schools and
services for the blacks have recently been estab-

lished. The system of weekly charity is com-
manding some attention, and the hope is fondly

cherished that these churches will acquit them-
selves of their obligations to the various institu-

tions of benevolence. J. P. B. Wilmer.
Trinity Church, Portsmouth parish. Norfolk

county. John H. Wingfield, rector. Marriages
eleven—baptisms, one adult, infants twenty-two,
total twenty-three—confirmed four—communi-
cants, removed five, died one, total thirty-four

—

funerals fifteen—f;imilics (containing 150 adults

and 100 children) filty-sevpn—Sunday School,

teachers eight, scholars thirty-five— Bible class

twelve. Amount collected for religious purposes

about $75.
Since the last Convention, by the exertions of
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the ladies of the congrepntion, the debt due for

the rebuilding of the chiircli has been luUy dis-

charged ; and the state of the parish now, in out-

ward tilings, IS more prosperous than it lias ever
been since 1 look charge of it in lb2'2. 1 regret
that I cannot say as much respecting its spiritual

condition. Though religious services are as
abundant and more so than ever, yet there is a
general mdifterence on the subject of personal
piety, which prevails to a lamentable extent.
" All seek too much their own, not the tilings

which are Jesus Christ's."

During the last summer and fall, I preached reg-
ularly once a fortnight, on a week day, in Princess
Anne county, to a lew members of the church in

that parish ; but the prospect of doing good there
by such labours is not at all encouraging.

Christ Church, Richmond. George Wood-
bridge, rector. Communicants, added seven, re-

moved tive, died two, total seventy-eight—bap-
tisms, one adult, infants three. There have been
five confirmations, two marriages, and si.x funer-

als. Amount collected for institutions connected
with the church, about $300. The ladies have,

during the present year, raised about $800 by
means of a fair, for the erection of a lecture and
Sunday School room, which is now nearly com-
jileted. The Sunday School numbers seventy-
five scholars and twenty teachers.

St. Martin's parish, Culpepper county. John
W. Woodville, minister. The congregations in

this parish are large and attentive, and there is

an increasing interest on the all-iinportant subject

of religion. Episcopal families twenty—commu-
nicants twenty-six.

Russell parish, Bedford county. D. M. Whar-
ton, minister. Number of Episcopal families

about sixty. Regular places of preaching four.

Contributed to benevolent objects, near $300.
I have been in the temporary charge of the

churches in Russell parish since September last.

Three fourths of my time have been devoted to

this parish, and one fourth to Botetourt parish, Bo-
tetourt county. While the general state of reli-

gion throughout the scene of his labours is a
cause of humiliation rather than rejoicing on
the part of the rector, yet he humbly indulges the

hope that his imperfect ministrations have not

been wholly unprofitable.

Jiotetourt parish, Botetourt county. Commu-
nicants, added three, removed one, total sixteen—
baptisms, children two.

The rector has no material change to report in

the state of this parish. He has been able to

preach once a month regularly at two places.

The desire manifested on the part of the few
friends of the church here to have the services of

a minister, encourages the belief that the church
must increase when they shall be blessed with the

faithful, constant labours of a servant of Christ.

Bruton parish, Williamsburg. A. Empie, rec-

tor. Communicants, added three, removed three,

dieil three, present total sixty-one, including two
coloured persons—baptisms, white mlants seven,

coloured three, total ten—marriages three, all

white—funerals eleven, of whom four only belong-

ed to the parish, viz., three adults and one child
;

of the rest, two were coloured and two children

—

number of families about fifty-two; of adults one
hundred and twenty-six ; of children eighty ; cate-

chumens twenty ; scholars m the Sunday School

forty ; teachers do. six ; members of the female Bi-

ble class twenty—amount of collections for the dif-

ferent religious institutions of the church, $40.

Through the spirited and persevering exertions

of one lady in the congregation, aided by the ef-

forts and contributions of many other parishioners,

the church has been furnished with a very neat
and suitable organ.

Christ Church, Winchester. J. E. Jackson,
rector. Communicants, added eight, removed
nine, died one, suspended one, total one humired
and six—baptisms, one white adult, infants thir-

teen—marriages four—funerals six.

The congregation at Mill Creek continue large
and attentive; there are forty -two communicants
—one marriage—baptisms two.

St. Paul's parish, King George county. Com-
municants, removed three, died two, total twenty-
five—baptisms three—marriages two—funerals
five.

No visible improvement in the temporal or spir-

itual condition of this parish since the last report.

Zachariah H. Goldsmith, Rector.
Brunswick parish Communicants, removed

three, added one, total nine—baptisms two—one
confirmation—one funeral. An evident decline
in the temporal and spiritual condition of this

parish. Zachariah H. Golds.mith, Rector.
University of Virginia. The undersigned re-

ports, that in compliance with the wishes of the
Convention, as expressed at its last session m
Staunton, he removed, in the month of Septem-
ber, to the University of Virginia, at which place
he has been ofhciating during the present session.
While he cannot say that his labours have been
greatly blessed, he is yet persuaded that they have
not been altogether in vain. He is confident that
a religious influence is decidedly gaining ground,
and he looks forward, with pleasing anticipations,

to the time when that institution will send forth

many champions in the cause of the gospel.

There is manifested a great regard for religion

and its ordinances ; and the undersigned can truly

say, that he never preached to a more orderly and
attentive congregation than at the University of
Virginia. He Iws been uniformly treated with
respect and kindness by the faculty and the stu-

dents ; indeed, he should feel himself ungrateful
if he did not bear this public testimony to the
kindness and liberality manifested towards him, as
well by the students as by the different families

connected with the institution. Among the stu-

dents are some ten or twelve who are members of
ditieient churches ; these young men have been a
great comfort and support to the oiliciating minis-

ter, and though of ditVerent churches, have been
literally a band of brothers. For several sessions

they have kept up among themselves a weekly
prayer-meeting, in which the cause of religion at

that institution is a special subject of supplication.

If ever the undersigned has heard earnest and fer-

vent prayers, it has been while listening to those

pious young men praying for a spiritual blessing

on the University of Virginia.

There is now in operation, and has been for

several sessions, a Sunday School, under the su-

pervision of the young men ; this school, though
necessarily small, is admirably conducted, and is

in a most flourishing state. A Bible Society has
also been formed, of which about ninety of the

students are members. N. H. Cobbs.

On motion of the Rev. Edward C. M Guire,

Resolved, That when this Convention shall

adjourn, it do so to meet in Fredericksburg, on

the third Wednesday in May next.

And then the house adjourned to 4 o'clock

this afternoon.

Satukdat Afternoon.

The Rev. C:harle3 H Page, Hugh Nelson,

and Thomas N. Burwell, Esqrs., resigned as

members of the standing comuuttee.
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On motion of the Rev. Dr. Empie,
Resolved, That this Convention, in accord-

ance with the suggestion contained in the re-

port of the Right Rev. Bishop Moore, do warm-
ly recommend the Southern Churchman, edited

by the Rev. WiUiam F. Lee, to the support and
patronage of this diocess, and that the clergy

and laity be requested to use all their influence

to extend its circulation.

The Rev. Mr. Berkeley, from the committee
on the treasurer's account, made the following

report, which was accepted :

—

The committee to whom was referred the treas-
urer's account for examination, ask leave respect-
fully to report, that they have performed the duty
assigned them, and, comparing the several items
with the accompanying vouchers, find all correct.

The balance in the hands of the treasurer, as per
account, is $508 84.

The Rev. William V. Bowers made the fol-

lowing report, which was accepted.

The coinmiitee to whom was referred the
treasurer's account, &c., of the Protestant
Episcopal Missionary Society of Virginia, beg
leave to present the following as the treasurer's

report, which appears to be correct.

The Proleslant Episcopal Missionary Society

of the Diocess of Virginia, in account with
G. M. Carrington, treasurer, Dr.

1831, May 17.—To cash paid Rev. P.
F. Berkeley, $50 00

1835, May 15.—To balance in hand this

day, 36 97

ma 97
1834. Cr.

May 15.—By balance on hand perstate-

ment of the former treasurer, - - $61 97
May 30.—Amount received from the

Prayer-Book and Tract Society of

Williamsburg, per Dr. Empie, - 20 00
Amount received from Miss M. W

Harrison, per the Rev. Mr. Norris, 5 00

$86 97

In addition to the above balance of thirty-six

dollars and ninety-seven cents, there is in the

hands of the treasurer the scrip for four shares
of the stock of the Bank of Virginia, and for

three shares of the stock of the Farmers' Bank
of Virginia, on which there is an undrawn divi-

dend due for the last twelve months, amounting
to about MO. The Virginia Bank stock is

worth at this time about $1 10, and that of the
Farmers' Bank about $108 per share.

Respectfully submitted.

G. M. Carrington, Treasurer.

The Rev. Edward R. Lippit, Edmund I.

Lee, and John Iloofl', Esqrs , were elected mem-
bers of the standing committee, in the place of
the Rev. Charles H. Page, Hugh Nelson, and
Thomas N. Burwell, Esqrs., resigned.

Resolved, unanimously. That the thanks of
this Convention be tendered, through the rector

of this church, to the ministers and congrega-
tions of the several churches in this town, for

the liberal and kind ofTer of their churches for

public worship during the sitting of this Con-
vention.

Resolved, That the thanks of this body are

due, and are hereby tendered, to the inhabitants

of Lynchburg, for their kindness and hospitality

to the members of this Convention.

Resolved, That the treasurer be directed to

pay the expenses of the secretary in attending

this Convention.

Resolved, That the treasurer be directed to

pay the doorkeeper of the Convention ten dol-

lars.

Resolved, That the secretary be requested to

transmit annually a copy of the Journal of this

Convention to the secretary of the several Con-
ventions of the Protestant Episcopal Church,
and of the General Convention, with a request

for an exchange.

Resolved, That fifteen hundred copies of the

minutes of this Convention be printed, and dis-

tributed among the parishes of this diocess.

Resolved, That the treasurer pay to the sec-

retary of the General Convention $60, as the

quota of this diocess, to defray the expenses of

the last General Convention.

Resolved, That the funds collected by week-
ly contributions on the plan suggested by Bishop

Moore, be paid into the hands of the treasurer

of the Missionary Society, to be appropriated by

that society as they shall deem expedient.

The following additional canon was adopted :

The election of deputies to the General Con-
vention shall be held triennially, at the meeting
of the Convention next preceding the General

Convention, and the delegates elected shall

hold their office until a new election take place.

Resolved, That the Rev. George Woodbridge,
Mr. Hilary Baker, and Mr. George M. Carring-

ton, be a committee to raise by assessment
among the different parishes, having reference

to the number of communicants reported to the

Convention, the sum of $300, to be paid to

Bishop Moore, at the next Convention, for his

episcopal services ; and that said committee
inform the clergyman of each parish of the pro-

portion required from his parish ; and.

Resolved, That the clergy be required to raise

the sum so assessed, and pay it at the next Con-
vention

The Convention proceeded to the choice of

the executive committee of the Missionary So-

ciety, which resulted in the election of Mr.
Hilary Baker as secretary, Mr. George M. Car-

rington as treasurer, and the Rev. Edward C.

M'Guire, William F. Lee, Nicholas H. Cobbs,

John Grammer, Adam Empie, D. D., George
Woodbridge, Thomas Jackson, and Messrs. John
Nelson, Joseph Gill, and Orrin Williams, as

members of the executive coinmiitee.

Tlie following eight delegates were duly elect-

ed to represent this diocess in the next General
Convention of the Protestant Episcopal Church
in the United Slates of America, viz. :—the Rev.
Nicholas H Cobbs, Thomas Jackson, William
F. Lee, E. C. M'Guire, and John Nelson, Ed-
ward C. Colston, Wm. H. M'Farland, and Hugh
Nelson, Esqrs.

Resolved, That the Rev. Mr. Wingfield and
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the Rev. Mr. Lee be a committee to examine
the Journals of this Convention from the first

organization of the church m this diocess, to

ascertani and report what resoUitions have at

various times been passed by this body, and
still remain in force ; and which of such resolu-

tions, if any, ought to be rescinded and abolish-

ed, and which ought to stand as the judgment
and declarations of this body ; and that they

report to the ne.vt Convention.

The Right Rev. Bisiiop Moore, the Rev. Mr.
Thomas Jackson, and the Rev. Mr. Lee, were
appointed a committee to prepare a report of the

state of the cliurch in this diocess for the next

General Convention.

Resolved, Th;it the treasurer pay to the del-

egates to the General Convention their ex-

penses in attending the same.

Resolved, That the Convention do now ad-

journ, after the singing of the 133d Psalm and
prayer, with the benediction by the bishop.

WlLI.I.\M Me.ade,

Assistant Bishop of the Diocess of Virginia.

Hilary B.\kek, Secretary.

Revised Constitution,

As adopted at the Convention in Lynchburg, in

May, 1835.

Art. L There shall be a Convention of the

Protestant Episcopal Church in this state on the

third Wednesday in May every year : but the

Convention which meets in the year previous to

the meeting of the General Convention, may
have power to appoint the time and place of

meeting for the next annual session; and in the

event of the existence of an epidemic disease,

or any other good cause, rendering it necessary

or expedient to alter the place fixed on for any

meeting of the Convention, the bishop may
change the place or the time, or both, at his

discretion.

Art. n. The Convention shall be composed
of the officiating ministers who have been reg-

ularly and canonically elected in parishes and

churches within this state, and within that part

of the territory of Columbia formerly part of this

state
;
professors of the Theological Seminary

of Virginia ; missionaries acting under the au-

thority of the bishop and within the diocess ; and

of those whom age or infirmity prevents from

exercising their clerical functions, who shall be

considered members ex-officio. No person un-

der ecclesiastical censure or process bhall be

entitled to a seat in the Convention. The Con-
vention shall also be composed of lay members,
consisting of one delegate from each parish,

chosen by the vestry thereof. Every parish,

having more than one officiating minister who
hath been regularly and canonically elected,

shall be entitled to send as many lay delegates

as it has ministers, and in every case the dele-

gate or delegates shall be communicants in the

church.

Art. in. Twelve members of the clerical,

and twelve of the lay order, shall constitute a

quorum for the transaction of business ; but a

smaller number may adjourn.

Art. IV. In all matters that shall come be-
fore the Convention, the clergy and laity shall

deliberate in one body, and the concurrence of
a majority shall give validity to any measure

;

but, when three members require it, there shall

be a vote by orders.

Art. V. The election of a bishop of this

church shall be made in Convention, in the fol-

lowing manner :—The order of the clergy shall

nominate and appoint, by ballot, some fit and
qualified clergyman for that office, and the voles
of a majority of- that order shall be requisite to

constitute a choice ; and thereupon such ap-

pointment shall be presented to the order of the

lay delegates, and be considered by them ; and
if, on a ballot, it shall appear that the person so

nominated is aj)proved of by a majority of the

lay order, he shall be then declared to be duly
elected.

Art. VI. The bishop shall be president of

the Convention ; in which character it shall be
his duty to give to the Convention, annually, a
general view of the state of the church ; to call

special Conventions at whatever time and place

he shall think necessary, or when required by
the standing committee ; to preserve order du-

ring the time of session ; to put the question,

collect the votes, and declare the decision ; and
he may deliver his sentiments on any subject

after it has been discussed, before a vole thereon.

Art. VII. In case of a vacancy in the epis-

copal office, the Convention, immediately upon
their assembling, shall choose, by joint ballot, a

president from among the order of priests, who
shall remain in office until the next annua! Con-
vention, or until the next election of a president.

He shall perform all duties and possess all the

privileges above specified ; but he shall not call

special meetings of the Convention, unless ap-

plied to for that purpose by a majority of the

standing committee ; and if, while there is a

bishop in this church, he shall not be present at

any meeting of the Convention, they shall elect,

in the manner aforesaid, a president pro tem-
pore.

Art. VIII. A secretary shall be appointed by

the Convention, who shall continue in office

during good behaviour. His duty shall be to

make minutes of their proceedings, to preserve

their journals and records, to attest the public

acts of the body, and faithfully to deliver into

the hands of his successor all books and papers,

relative to the concerns of the Convention,

which may be in his possession. It shall be his

duty to notify, through the channel of the public

papers, as he mav think pro[)er, the time and

place for the meeting of the succeeding Con-
vention. The secretary shall annex to the jour-

nals of every succeeding Convention a list of the

clergy, with all alterations therein j)roduced in

the [)receding year by ordinations, deaths, re-

movals, suspensions, and degradations.

Art. IX. A treasurer shall be appointed by

the Convention, who shall continue in office

during good behaviour, and who shall discharge

the duties usually appertaining to that officf.

Art. X. Before the adjournment of each an-

nual Convention, a standing committee, consist-
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ing of SIX members, three clerical and three of

the lay order, who shall be communicants of the

church in the diocess, shall be chosen by a bal-

lot of the clergy and laity.

Art. XI. Every parish within this diocess

shall be entitled to the entire benefit of this

constitution, as soon as it shall have signified

its ratification thereof, either in writing or by

sending a lay delegate to the Convention ; and

such parish shall thereafter be benefited and

bound, equally with the other parishes in this

diocess, by every rule and canon which shall be

framed, by any Convention acting under this

constitution, for the government of this church
in ecclesiastical concerns.

Akt. XII. This constitution shall be unalter-

able, except in the following manner :—A prop-

osition for any change shall be introduced in

writing, and considered in Convention ; and, if

approved of, the same shall be transmitted to

the several vestries of the parishes which shall

have ratified this constitution ; and, if again

approved of in the ne.xt ensuing Convention by
a majority, the change shall then take place,

and the constitution, so altered, shall be valid

and obligatory.
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